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The Eelam People’s 1 ibera-
tion Front—comprising student,
youth, worker-peasant and
women’s  organisations—will
launch a ‘long march’® on
Tuesday (5 April) to protest
the Prevention of Terrorism
Act and the  detention of
clergymen and others under
this Act. The 3-day protest
march will start on Main
Street, Jaffna  opposite St.
James Church, at 8.30 a.m.
on Tuesday.

The organisations plann-
ing to march are the General
Union of Eelam Students, the
Eelam Youth Front, the Rural

. Workers and Peasants Front
and the FEelam Women’s
Liberation Front.

TN

e Ch ]affna
people a
lesson,

-says S

Polgahawela MP  Sunil
Ranjan Jayakoddy (UNP)
wants to teach a lesson to
those who burn buses in
Jaffna. He has suggested
the withdrawal of all buses
from Jaffna; the people of

U Jaffna should be made to

walk. ;
The Polgahawela MP made
this point in Parliament on
Wednesday when he was
speaking on the votes of the
Transport ‘Ministry.

He said: “In Jaffna they

The main demands of the
marchers centre round the
repeal of the Anti Terrorism
Law and the immediate re-
lease of the Christian clergy-
men, lecturer, youths and
others detained wunder this
Act.

The EPLF Secretary, M.
Davidson, has written to the
heads of several foreign mis-
sions in Sri Lanka—includ-
ing the Soviet Union, People’s
Republic of China, India,
Cuba and Palestine— inform-
ing them of the long march
and seeking their support in
the struggle against the viol-
ation of the fundamenta]
rights of the Tamil people.

The EPLF has set up a
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Committee of volunteers to

look after the needs of the
marchers and co-ordinate
activities.  Several organis-
ations and individuals have
volunteered to provide food
and refreshments on the way,
SATURDAY REVIEW
learns.

The Front has called upon
students to join the ranks of
the marchers on the final day,
Thursday 7th April.

While the Front has not
made public details of the
long march, Police sources
declined to say whether there
is any move to ban the
march or take the organisers
into custody in a preemptive
strike.

Nedunkerny youths arrested on suspicio

Three youths from WNa-
valar Farm, Nedunkerny,
who had gone to Vavuniya
to buy chillie plants and
had thereafter gone for a
cinema show were arrested
by the Vavuniya Police on
20th March. The youths
are: Rasalingam Thambi-

rajah, Sithamparam Rama-
murthy and S. Nadarajah,
who were formerly residents
of Galagedera and Yati-
yantota and became Vict-
ims of the 1981 racial riots
in Sabaragamuwa. . They
had come as refugees to
Nedunkerny and settled

“there.

]

The fact 'of their
arrests was not known un-
til the 26th. ,

“SATURDAY REVIEW
learns that thes¢ three
youths who were kept
in detention at Vavuniya
Police Station until the
26th have been moved out

and are likely to be charged
under the  Prevention of
Terrorism - Act.  Police
sources in Vavuniya said
that they suspect that these
youths might be those who
were. responsible for steal-
ing " chemicals from a
school laboratory.
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Countering Eelam propaganda
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How are you going to counter this propaganda? By saying
that the Jaffna Library was not burnt at all?
it was burnt by the Tigers? In which case, why did the
Colombo media take so much pains to hide the fact at

that time?
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this point in Parliament on
Wednesday when he was
speaking on the votes of the
Transport ‘Ministry.

He said: “In Jaffna they
are burning buses as they
like. Those who burn buses
must be taught a lesson.
Send all the buses there to
my clectorate. The people
of Jaffna must be made to
walk. Don’t send new buses
to Jaffna. If you do plan
to send new buses, send
them to my electorate in-
stead.”

Arsonist
G. 5. missing

from post!
SATURDAY RE-
VIEW learns that Grama
Sevaka Kanaganayagam
of Pankulam  A.G.A’s
Division, who along with
five other  government
‘officers, set fire to the
16 refugee huts (SR
March  26) has not

reported for duty for the
past ten days!

Countering Eelam propaganda

HOW TO COUNTER EELAM PROPAGANDA
ABROAD? This has been a vexing question for govern—
ment functionaries, Sinhala Buddhist organisations,
Colombo Editors, and assorted busybodies for quite some
time now. Now and then, some high-powered thinker
puts his thinking cap on and sits down to think it over;
and comes up with NO answer every time! Naturally.
Because there is no answer. It is like trying to stop the

_ other fellow from saying that MY MOTHER is a sinner

when my mother is sinning all the time.

Propaganda can be of two kinds—propaganda by
exposure and propaganda by censorship. A classic
example was the burning of the Jaffna Public Library,
When on the night of June 1, 1981, vandals destroyed this

cultural wealth of a city and its people, one would have

thought that that was the kind of news that would have
made front page news in any newspaper in any part of the
world, Probably many readers are not even aware of
this—no English or Sinhala-language newspaper in this
country did even record this news-worthy happening in
its news columns! Why? Because they knew that the
vandals were GOVERNMENT vandals. That was a
typical example of propaganda by censorship. If Eelam
propagandists use this to illustrate State oppression of
the Tamil people, what is wrong about it? Are they
being untruthful? Who is being untruthful anyway?
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it was burnt by the Tigers? In which case, why did the
Colombo media take so much pains to hide the fact at
that time?

Now look at the fate of our dear sister SUN from
Gunasena Mawatha. She is having endless problems with
the Police, worst of all with the Traffic Police. We
are not sure whether her driving is as erratic as her journ—
alism, but how does one reconcile her making a song and
dance over a Police assault on two journalists in the South
with her failure to record in her news columns the burning
down of a whole newspaper establishment—the EELA-—
NADU in Jaffna—on the night of June 1, 1981, the same
night the Jaffna Library was put to the fire? The EELA-
NADU is an independent Tamil newspaper, the only
regional daily in any language, a newspaper that had
been in existence for nearly a quarter century when Police
vandals set it aflame. Why did the SUN black out the
very happening, let alone failing to make a song and
dance? What happened to her fraternal feelings in
journalism? That was another wild example of propa-
ganda by censorship.

No Sirs, stop thinking of ‘‘combating Eelam propa-
ganda’’ abroad, until you put your house in order at home.
No glossy booklets in colour can ever hide the State op-
pression of a people. As was said in Macbeth, when
there is smell of blood, not all the perfumes of Arabia wili
sweeten it. There is only one way to stop the other fellow
from saying that your mother is sinning; ask your mother
to stop sinning! :
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Tamil worker

There had been and
there will be public rallies
to celebrate the Interna-
tional Workers’ Day in the
Northern Peninsula, on Ist
of May. The T.U.L.F.
without a doubt holds the
largest of these May Day
rallies in  Jaffna. The
Left Parties, like the Com-
munist Party of Sri Lanka
(Moscow) and the Nava
Samasamaja Party too, at
times visits Jaffna to hold
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May Day rallies. But these
remain symbolic, for they
cannot muster much atten-
tion from the Tamil workers.

For. the: T.U.L.E. of
course, it is a show of
strength. For the T.U.L.F.
leadership, an opportunity
at rhetoric, to mix  the
strains of Eelam to the
Jaffna winds.

But, what of the Tamil
workers? ~ What role do
they play on this Interna-
tional Day of the Workers?

The lack of a dominant
role even on May Day by
the Tamil Workers is a
clear indication that the
leaders of the Eelam move-
ment, have not taken any
serious steps to forge a
strong working class move-
ment from among the Ta-
mil workers.

This is in no way the
fault of the Tamil workers,
in no way the backward-
ness or petty mindednes of
theirs. Yet, it clearly shows
political immaturity of the
Tamil workers. For the
Tamil political leaders, who

for
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are calling for a separate
State, for Eelam,  have
been able to draw these
workers away from - the
working class of Sri Lanka
and yet keep them from
organising into a  strong
class force.

The T.U.L.F. ever since
it started campaigning for
a separate Tamil State, for
Eelam, never really worked
to achieve it.
they asked for the consent
of the Tamil voter, to
usher in an Eelam State,
and the Tamil voters gave
that consent without any

hesitation, the Amirthalin-

Although

1983

leadership, did not at any
time force the Tamil Trade
Union leaders to mobilise
their membership. =~ They
only fell foul of the top
men. They were tMen
removed from their vantage
positions. Men like Sam-
pantha Moorthy had to
take a back seat in their
Federation. = The Federa-
tion thus never comes awake
from its  slumber. = Or
rather, the TULF top, is in
a position yet, to keep the
Tamil Trade Unions firmly
under their heel.

This is contrary to the
Tamil  workers in the
plantations, who were every

well organised from the
inception. ~ Yes, the ad-
vantages - the  plantation

folk have, though saddled
with illiteracy-backward-
ness and  alienation, has
promoted a working class
consciousness, and aware-

ness, that has brought
about a well = organised
trade union movement.

The early work of the Lef;

By Kusal Perera l

gam leadership is yet to
put that into practice. They
have not yet shown any
worthwhile inclinations to
that effect.  Thus, the
T.U.L.F. leadership is only
peddling the Eelam slogan
to be at the top of the
Tamil movement and con-
trol it to suit their petty
ideas. No, they have
never willingly moved ' in
to mobilise the Tamil mas-
ses, into action.

This is why we do not
have the  experience of
meeting a strong working
class organisation from the
Tamil = population.  This
is why the Tamil Trade
Union Federation has re-
mained a dormant—dead
more than living—append-
age of the T.U.L.F.

The critical approach of
the youths, and those dis-
senters. in. the: « EULF,
time and again have left
their mark in the Tamil

Trade Union Federation
too. But those who were
critical of the T.U.L.F.

too played a very signific-
ant role in this.

. . M“
But a higher conscious-

ness, a very higher aware-
ness, a Vvibrant national
movement has yet fo sur-
face among the northern
workers. This is a void
to be filled. It could be
most  fortunate if  the
radical Eelam Youths, who
are more bent on open
campaigns, spread their in-
terests towards the working
classes. :

The Jayawardene regime
has stepped into the second
phase of its reactionary
rule. The economic crisis
the capitalists are facing

world-over, has not left any™

chance for them to breathe.
Jayawardene is fighting
with his back to the wall.
What could he do for the
existence of the capitalistic
order? Qr, > to put =it
plainly, what else is left
for this government to save
the capitalist order, other
than by crushing the anti-
capitalistic forces?

(Continued on Page 12)
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Another round of elections
in May !  Another round of
Lircuses ! It will be like having
fun and games while the cou-
ntry is burning.

The elections to the 12
municipal councils and 38
urban councils can be justified
up to a degree.  Their four-
year terms end in May. Still,

with the system of decentra-

fised local ' government that

- existed for decades distroyed

in 1980 by the District Coun-

<ils Act, which actually centra-

lised the administration and

~executive power as never be-

e

fore, local bodies serve little

purpose that they could be

-scrapped altogether.

As for the |7 parliamentary
by elections they are utterly

unnecessary. They have been

inflicted on the country thro-
ugh the forced resignation of
most but not all, of those MPs

~of the United National Party

who could not pull as many
votes at the Presidential poll
and the Referendum as at the
1977 elections.

As wecommented on an
earlier occasion, the UNP high

~command has done grievous

wrong by these MPs by not
adhering to one principle, one

- formula, that is, ordering by-

elections in all the 30 UNP
-held constituencies where the
majority of the people had
opposed the extension of Jife

~of the existing Parliament for

another six years.

Political

-expediency

The High Command’s action
should not be surprising be-
cause in recent years the UNP
has been guided more by pol-
itical expediency than princi-
ple, going to the extent of
repeatedly amending its own
version of the fundamental
law of the land.

The number of by-elections
would have been at least 2|

had four vacancies not been
- filled by nomination under the

representation
The Minister of

proportional
system.

. Finance, Ronnie de Mel, who

resigned from Devinuwara, has

: been accommodated at Mulkiri-
_gala; the former Minister of

Health, Dr. Ranjit Atapattu,
who resigned from Beliatta,

~has been brought back into
Parliament from Tangalla; Mr.

i

‘Mervyn J. Cooray has been the

<hoice at Panadura. Will the
Kesbewa seat also go to some-

- one?

There is the further ano-
maly that a number of UNPers
who were asked to resign

. are to be given party tickets

to contest the by-elections.
What was the big idea in
asking them to resign in the

- first place if the High Comm-

- and believed

they deserved
to be in Parliament, like some
of those who have been nomi-

* nated again and others whose

resignations rave not been call-
ed for ? i

Does” all'  this reflect

-.confused 'thinking on the

part of the High Command?

-~ Or is'it partof the ongoing

. power

struggle between

|is an

Gamini Navaratne

the supporters of President
Jayawardene on one side
and those of the Prime
Minister Mr. R. Premadasa
on the other, with both
sides manoeuvring to incr-
ease their strength ?
Government spokesmen will
no doubt argue that the sole
object of the exercise is to

re-emphasise the ‘‘democratic '

nature’’ of the UNP. Free
and fair elections and all that
biah biah.

That is what President Jay-
awardene also said in New
Delhi. “"The by-elections will

N e it S e

be held in the
democracy.
Certainly, such re-emphasis
is necessary to refurbish the
Government’s  image  which
was badly tarnished after what
hzppened during the Referen-
dum. But how many Sri Lenkans
-~ or foreignérs -— would be
impressed ? As opposition
critics have said, the by ele-
ctions are ‘‘more a cover-up
of its politicai problems than
a concession to democracy.’’
| suspect that both the
local elections and the by-ele-
ctions are intended in part
also to distract public atten-
tion from the economic situa-
tion which the Minister of

interest of

By

There are not many parts
in today's modern civilized
world which are not policed.
Not many Sri Lankans per-
haps realise that there s
one part of their country-
the north—where routine po-
licing is virtually absent.
What caused this situation
and what can be done about
it? The Deputy Inspector
General of Police (Northern
Range), Mr. W. B. Rajaguru,
‘UNHAPPY MAN’ as
a recent foreign media cor-
respondent told the ‘SATUR-
| DAY  REVIEW',
| On 20th March Mr. Raja-
zura; called ~a - meeting .to
discuss this = problem. Top
ranking Police Officers, Army
personnel and representatives

com the public,  including

businessmen  were  present.

A Jaffna educati

Finance now raadily admits is
very precarious.

In the next two months,
we are going to hear ad nau-
seam, through the controlled
media and from public plat-
forms, the “‘splendid achieve-
ments”’ of the UNP in the
past six Yyears. | for one
would prefer to be out of
the country till the elections
are over. A surfeit  of
elections, could cause indiges-
tion !

As for the outcome of the
elections, the opposition par-
ties could put up a good show—-
if only they could unite. This
is stating the obvious, because
the spiralling cost of living is

SATURDAY REVIEW asked
a leading Jaffna Educationist
the Principal of St. lohn’s
College, lJaffna, Mr. C. E.
Anandarajan, who was also
an invitee, the views he put
forward at that meeting.

Mr. Anandarajan said that
Mr. Rajaguru explained the
need for public support and
participation to maintain law
and order at a time when
Police Officers were not able
to do their normal duties
on account of the killing of
Policemen while on duty. He
urged the Police—Public Relat-
ions Committee to help him
“in organizing Vigilance Units
to help the Police to carry
out their normal duties and
to promote better under-
standing between thz Police
and the Public.

certain to turn many more
people away from the UNP.
It is also obvious that, ex-
Cept on rare occasions, the
one thing that they have not
been able to do is to agree
to pull together. Personal
ambitions and prejudices of
certain leaders have wrecked
unity attempts more than the
machinations of the UNP,

With the lessons of the
past before them, will the
opposition leaders get together
this time? Or will they
fritter away another oppor-
tunity of slowing down Sri
Lanka’s slide to a one party
state ?

onist’s views on:

Police - public relations in Jaffna

Colonel C. S. Fernando
speaking on behalf of the
Army assured the D. I. G.,

that the Army personnel
would render all possible
assistance to maintain law
and order.

We are publishing below

the views as set out by
Mr. Anandarajan  at  that
meeting:-

Police Public relations mean
the promotion of goodwill
between the Police and the
Public by whatever means
possible. The three groups
which play a vital role in pro-
moting Police Public Relations
are the Police, the Public and
theGovernment. Events of the
past, however, reveal thag
these three g oups have failed
resulting in the deterioration

_ of Poiice Public Relazions.

grdum,

What the opposition really

needs at this hour is a new.
leader, untainted by past mis-

deeds, who would be capable

of rallying all the progressive
There

forces in the country.
appears to be such a yearning
among the people, but who is
there among the younger set
of leaders who could take up
the challenge ?

Not Mr. Anura Bandara-

naike, whom his mother

appears determined to make

the next leader of the Sri

Lanka Freedom Party. In

my assessment of his per-

formance, or non perfor-

mance, at the presidential

election and the Referen-
” he is likely to be
“ more at home within the

UNP than in a party whose
membership,

to the country’s problems.

Mr. Anura Bandaranaike

More at home
within
the U. N. P.;

Referring to the Police he
said that Police Officers who
are custodians of the law must
in the first place be uphold-
ers of the law. They should not
resort to unlawful means or
violence or brutality. They
shouid use their brains, their
skills and tact to combat crime
and to maintain law and order,
He commended a recent pub-
lication titled “‘Police— Pyb-
lic Relations'” by Dr. Nande-
sena Ratnapala and appe.-
led that copies of it should
be made available to-every
policeman.

Mr. Anandarajan related a
case given in the above book
where a husband and wife
were summoned to the Police
station following a complaint.~
The Inspector addressing tha

(Continued Overleal)

though not:
some of the .leaders, be-
lieves in socialist sclutions

e

T e 1 e e e o

i
i
i
i
{
‘




" Kailasapathy b&ed his way
to fame! When h

his first class honours in Tamil
at Peradeniya in the 1950’s
he had already armed himself
with the powerful weapon of
Marxist theory, an acquisition
that might have been consi-
dered a liability by typical
academic careerists. To Kailas
this weapon of theory was 2
basic need to enter an intelle-
ctual arena in which he moved
from controversy to contro-
versy, blazing new trails and
feaving behind his pioneering
contributions as land marks,
until his great mind ceased to
think on that fateful day in
December 1982.

With his fresh and radical
ideas he bombarded the minds
of the thinking sections of a
people who had long become
mesmerised by the metaphy-
sics and magic of a rich and
long cultural heritage. A hard
critical look backward was
long overdue for the Tamil
literary tradition, if it was to
move forward. And the saga
of Kailasapathy begins just at
that juncture of history. But
Kailas, the figure that moved
in the Tamil literary world like
a colossus, is no more. Those
who did not know, or wish
to acknowledge, his greatness
may now see it in the void
created by his death and the
spontaneous feeling of grief
among all sections of the
people. One comrade has
turned his grief into a praise-
Tworthy deed, living up to the

expectations of the traditions
to which Kailas belonged, by
publishing a collection of nine-
teen articles written by Kailas.
Ganeshalingan deserves to be
thanked by all of us for his
voluntary and timely action in
bringing out ‘‘lllakiya Chin-
thanaikal,”’ the first posthu-
mous volume of Kailasapathy's
writings.

His sense of the

dialectic

T e

It is not my intention to

review, all the nineteen arti-
cles here. Instead, | ‘have
set myself a different but,

in my view, a difficult task.
| shall attempt in a preli-
minary way to highlight some
elements of  Kailasapathy’s
methodology using some es-
says as reference. | would
also like to add ‘that it is
my personal familiarity with
him that has given me the
confidence to embark on this
onerous task although | do
not have any formal creden-
tials in literature.

| was always fascinated by
Kailas’s sense of the dialectic,
his power of abstraction and
the systematic flow of ideas
in his speeches and writings.
in social sciences, unlike in
the natural sciences, micro-
scopes and chemical reagents
are of no use. As Marx
said the force of abstraction
must replace both. But there
! g is not one universally accepted
@ method of abstraction and
one's understanding (or mis-
understanding) of the world

collected

metl

od

This review article is
my humble tribute to
the late Professor K.
Kailasapathy who inspi-
red me as a friend and
teacher to learn to read
literature in 2 more en-
joyable and meaningful
way. Art and literature
have magic, meaning and
message and the search
for this unity when pur-
sued properly reveals

life itself in its essence.
Kailas devoted his life
not only to this search
but to teach others how

to do it themselves and
become fuller human
beings.

Institute of Developing
Economics
Tokyo, February 24th 1983

By Dr. Ny_Shanmugaratnam

depends on one’s method of
apprehending reality. Perhaps
that is why some one re-
marked that there is noth-
ing so practical as theory.

The method used by Kailas
in_his practice of literary
criticism and analysis is firmly

rooted in Marxist epistemo-
logy and enriched by his
synthetical  assimilation of

modern developments in fields
like historiography, social an-
thropology and mass comm-
unication.  In my view Kailas
succeeded in effectively com-
bining three components of
knowledge eaccumulated by
him through his intense, un-
alienated mental labour. They
are:

i) a mastery of the Mar-

xian dialectical method of
abstraction in its fullness by
which | mean the recogni-

tion of the existence of a
social basis to human conflict
and its resolution and the
varied manifestations of the
class struggle in the realm
of culture.

ii) a thorough knowledge
of 'classical and modern Tamil
literature, Indian and Sri
Lankan - history and Indian
Philosophy.

iii) a good familiarity
with ancient Greek, modern
European and third world
literature.

To this may be added his
passionate concern with third
world liberaticn movements
and the cultural movements
in post revolutionary societies.
The dialectical method is the
key to the successful inte-
gration of the different con-
stituents. However, Kailas
could not have been an em-

bodiment of the intellectual
virtues of a new era in
Tamil literary tradition with-
out the depth and breadth
of knowledge he had of the
subject.

Tamil literary

criticism

Going through ths enor-
mous corpus of tributes from
varied sources one cannot
but see the consensus that
Kailas piloted 2 change of
course of the Tamil literary

tradition. Here | shall attempt
to give some idea of his
monumental contribution to-

ward the development of a
new paradigm of Tamil lite-
rary criticism.

Kailas—  was  completely
aware, as a practitioner of
a relatively new scientific

discipline, that art and lite”
rature had their own
cific laws and that artistic
production was not like
political  economic research
and reporting. The . most
fundamental task in the met-
hod of dialectical abstraction
is to distinguish between the
basis and the conditions of
change in natural and social
phenomena. In all social phe-

nomena from the global to-

the local this - dual aspect
can be recognised-and scien-
tific analysis should identify
the basis as the field of
manifestation of change that
results from

between the internal (basis)

and the external (conditions}:

~ (To be continued)

Police - public relations in Jaffna

(Centinued from page 3)
husband said ‘“What the hell
yakko? Why did you assault
your wife? Don’t you have
anything better to do?”’ The
wife replied “‘Sir, he drinks
every day, comes home and
beats me! The Inspector re-
torted thus ‘“‘What is this,
you son of a bitch. Why do
you do it? Look here yakko,
if you come home drunk next
time | shall break your neck.
| will let you go free only
this time. Come to the Police
station again and | will break
your neck and send you to
hospital for six months.”’

The investigating group
later visited the woman and
inquired from her and |found
that her husband had not im-

proved in._any way. When
asked as to why she did not

complain again to the Police
she said ‘If | go there the
Inspector will break the neck
of my man. He will be dead
or he will be sent to hospital
for a long time.  Then Sir,
who will be there to feed me’

Speaking about the Public
Mr. Anandarajan said the pub-
lic must extend their fullest
co—operation and also adopt
a more humane philosophy.
The thinking of our people has
been so conditioned that the
general feeling is that if
one does not agree with or

subscribe towards one's
own views he should
be bumbed off or killed.

This is a very dangerous phen-
omenon. It is therefore not
surprising that the general
public does not express dis-
approval to many killings.

This attitude must change and
it is our duty to mould public
opinion ! :

Refering to the Govern-
ment—he said that a fair and
just Government is necessary
to foster a better relationship
between the Police & the Pub-
lic. The avarage man meets
the policeman often and iden-
tifies him with the Govern-
ment. If therefore the Go-
vernment resorts to unfair
means it will affect police
public relations. The attitude
of our Government towards
police officers found guilty of
offences committed  against
the public has been shocking.

The Srimavo Government
had the distinction of pro-
moting a Police Officer who
was responsible for the dis-

with
1974

turbances = cannected
I.A.T.R conference in
which resulted
of 10 civilians. The Jayawar-
dene Government—not to be
outdone has promoted a
Police Officer who was found:
guilty of an offence in a court
of law.
that the Cabinet was pre-
pared to pay the fine-a
sum of Rs 10,000/- on be-
half of the offender.

action of the Government

and responsible members of -

the Government militate ag--
ainst Police Publlc Relations.

In conclusion Mr. Ananda-
rajan said that the public
would give all assistance pos-
sible through the vigilance:
committees,

spe™

the interaction

in the death '

It is shocking to note-

Such
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f What the hell is Tran-
-~sport Minister M.H. Mohamed
trying to do! Grab almost
}. ~the entire Rs. 100 pay hike
' announced with the Budget?
t The latest bus fares increase
| ~— the third since he took
~charge — is to be followed
by a ‘standardisation’’ in
which there could be further
increases on some routes!
"Then a family of five going
~to work and schoo! by bus
might find it has to incur
‘between Rs. 50 and Rs. 100
~extra a month on bus fares
~alone!

Granted that there has
‘been a steep rise in opera-
“tional costs since 1977 —
~the prices of vehicles and
spares and fuel as well as
salaries are all up — but
is the Minister justified in
~extracting more and more

money from the public in

this fashion?

As one who has had
~casion to comment on
“transport system over a nu-
mber of years, | would say
that the fares increases are
partly the price the people
-are being called upon to pay
for the sins of commission
and omission of the Tran-
~sport Ministry.

Sheer inefficiency and
imismanagement, colossal
~waste of manpower and
-other resources, corruption
-and political interference
~and victimisation have all
«played their part in making
the Sri Lanka Central
Transport Board what it
‘is today.

The SLCTB is broke,
“the Minister says after
=six years of his steward-
~ship; the Treasury is re-
~fusing to bail it out any
fonger; so the public will
; “have to shoulder the burden.

The SLCTB, in fact, looks
more run down now than
~when the UNP assumed office
-alleging that the previous
+regime had messed up the
~works.

IMF and World
- Bank demand

OC=
the

Some of the problems of
the SLCTB have been ag-
sgravated by the entry of
the private operators. The
active involvement of the
private sector ia passenger
“transport, however, did not
=~come about through the
Minister’s own volition; it
stemmed from a decision of
~ the Cabinet, which had agreed
to the demand of the World
Bank and the International
Monetary Fund to reduce
" state intervention in econ-
~omic activity.

In effect, the Govern-
tment was under obligation,
in return for aid, not only
‘not to make any more in-
“roads into the private sector
~but also to hand over " to
the private sector as many
nationalised = ventures as was
“practicable, The bus transport
“system was high on the de-
=nationalisation list. ;

Because ‘a - ifrontal * attack
“would have aroused opposit-

Mr.

Saturday Riview

ohamed,

you have missed

the bus!

ion from the employees and
the public, the Government
went about it in the same
roundabout manner it has
been gradually ‘‘dissolving”’
other public sector enter-
prises.

In the case of the SLCTB,
the Government was able to
score a major political gain
as well; no longer would its
employees ¢be able to hold
the nation to ransom, as it
did in the past through
strike action when public
transport was a state mono-
poly.

The tragedy is that even
after the private sector
came to its aid, the Govern-
ment has not been able
to provide as efficient a
bus transport system as
the public was made to

dene was Minister of Commu-~
nications and Mr. Anil Moone -
singhe was Chairman, the CTB
did provide a fairly satisfact-
ory service. After the LSSP
was ousted from the United
Front Government, the dete-
rioration set in, largely as a
result of politics coming to
dominate CTB affairs.

The new Minister promised
to provide an improved ser-
vice ‘‘within six months.”’
His idea of an improved ser-
vice was to import more and
more buses. There were
5,400 buses in 1977, of which
about 30 per cent were ‘“‘not
roadworthy’’  (according to
the Ministry). In the past six
years, over 4000 new buses
have been put on the road,
but the public criticism of an
inadequate and poor service

by Gamini

expect. The common com-
plaints continue to be-
irregular or inadequate ser:
vices on some routes, par-

ticularly in the outstat-
ions, overcrowding, dirty
and leaky vehicles, some

with glass panes missing,
ill-lit vehicles, ill-lit desti-
nation boards or no boards
at all, stopping outside
halts or no stopping at
al

The blame for all this must
go to Mr. Mohamed. This
is not a new opinion, an
after—thought after what has
happened. | s2id so in a
Sunday newspaper on January
15, 1978. Even at that
early stage, it was obvious
to those who did not wear
blinkers that the job was too
much for him and he was
going about it the wrong
way. My conclusion then was
that the ‘'CTB is going (in
Green Circles) on the rocks!”

He started by blaming the
previous regime for the state
of zifairs in- what was then
known as the Ceylon Trans-
port Board. This criticism was

only partly correct. At least
between 1970 and 1975,
when Mt. Leslie Goonewar-

has not ceased.

While proferring various
excuses for this situation, the
Minister has been repeating ad
nauseam his promise of an
improved service ‘‘in another
six months,’’ like those astro-
logers who always forecast a
bright future for people gul-
lible enough to consult them.

Even if we assumed that as
much as half the 1977 fleet

had to be taken off the roads, -

this left 2,700 vehicles. Add
to this the 4,000 new vehi-
cles and the nearly 6,500
vehicles of the private sector
and we have a total of over
13,000 vehicles. Even with
this fleet except on certain
routes, can it be said that the
public gets the service it de-
serves? | invite the Minister to
ravel with me on some
routes and see how matters
are.

Where thé CTB was con-
cerned, the rot really set in
with Mr. Mohamed’s entry.
As | said in the Sunday news-
paper write—up, the one man
who could have put the CTB
into working order, Mr. A.R.
P Wi jesekera, was forced out
barely two months after he
had been appointed Chairman

srepresentative,

with the blessing of Pre-
sident Jayewardena. He was
opposed to the ‘import mania’
of the Minister and the over-
staffing of the organisation.

To the Board of Directors
itself the Minister = appointed
persons in defiance of the
Motor Transport Act. No. 48
of 1957, which stipulated
that, apart from the Treasury
‘it shall con-
sist of five persons who ap-
pear to the Minister to have
had experience in transport
industry,"commercial or finan-
cial matters or in administ-
ration."’

These special qualifications -

were laid down because bus
transport is such a vital
sphere of activity and only
the best men should have
been chosen. | asked in my
article whether the Minister
could say he had fulfilled that
Jation. My own answer
waa, “No, there is more than
one joker on the Board!'*

To make matters worse,
some of the best men in
the administrative, engineer-
ing, operational and account-
ing divisions were got rid
of or were forced to leave.
Many of them had served in
the organisation for long pe-
riods, some from the very
inception. They were capable
men, dedicated men, honest
men, who had done their
job irrespective of the party
in power. They could have
continied to do their job,
if given the chance, and not
treated like pariahs who had
to be at the beck and call
of some persons whose only
qualification was che ability

to stooge. In fact, quite a
number of those who quit
in disgust like Mr. Wijese-
kera, were UNP loyalists.

In their placs were brought
in new UNP loyalists, some
of whom simply did not
know their job. Even a baila
singer was given an exec-
utive job, replacing an offi-

cial with years of service.
J3S finger in
administration

It was because all this

was happening that | wrote,
*“l have harped on the go-
ings on at the highest level
in the CTB because efficient
management meais everyth-
ing to it. For if in any
organisation there are unfic
people and consequent dis-
satisfaction and low morale

at the exe:utive level
the head, that is how
could the rest of the o
- anisation — the body. —
function effectively?’’

In the lower rungs, too,

£

there was considerable gm- F '
tisfaction right from the start

of Mr. Mohamed’s administra-
tion. In the name of rectifying
past wrongs, thousands of
workers who belonged to
unions other than the Jatika
Sevaka  Sangamaya  were
victimised, = while those
belonging to the JSS were
pushed up irrespective of

one jump.

Over - staffing

to give jobs

In addition, there was mass
recruitment to an organisation
which even in 1977 was
already overstaffed. The num-
ber of employees then was
around 45 000. Nearly ano-
ther 25,000 were recruited
thereafter. | remember the
Minister receiving bouguets
from Government MPs during
the first budget debate for a
job well done——solving at
least partly the unemploym emgm,
problem in their electorates.
Now the Minister has had to
resort to retrenchment to
cut costs! With these develop-
ments, there was no need for
an astrologer to predict that
the state bus service was head-
ing for disaster.

Now, private operators
have begun to give the
SLCTB more headaches.
As the Central Bank has
noted in one of its reports,
“The objective of allowing
the private sector to parti-
cipate in passenger trans-
port business was to sup-
the SLCTB ser-
vice, mainly in the long
distance routes. However,
due to lack of planning and
co-ordination, a competi-

plement

tive'and rival approach app-
ears to have emerged rath-
er than a supplementary

and constructive approach.’

Result: the total number
of passengers carried by the

SLCTB has dropped from a

paak 1,862 million .in 1979
to [,105 million by 1981,
The estimated loss in 1981.

was Rs. 449 million. And who
“lack of
planning and co-crdination,’’

is to blame for this

if not the Minister himself?
(Next  week: _ Private
operators)

service and capabilities. Some _ |
hurdled over several grades in ‘

L




According to an article in
the recent issue of ‘DEVE-
LPOMENT FORUM"', a United
Nations Pubiication, the fun-
ctioning of the multinational
corporations (with all their
political connections) and the
trade system today looks
bad to be true.
tarts by point-
he multinational
: stem we have
been taught "to venerate is
based on an immutable econ-
omic model which postulated
the principles of equal ad-
vantage based on a compe-
titive market allegediy ensur-
ing the optimum aliocation
of the resources. VWhatever
could have been said in the
pest, ‘‘in the universe of the
multinationa! corporations
that has emerged during the
past two decades, the model
has be-ome a caricature .of
reality’”’. These corporations
are already well known for
their tendeney to pay all too
little regard to the interests
of the people of less deve-
loped countries.

Decisions behind

closed. doors

What it is 'saying is that
the great speeding up of the
onward march of the multi-
national corporation since the
Gaonning of the [960s has
effectively revolutionised the
growth nature and compo-
sition of world trade. The
result is that, although there
is an appearance of demo-
cratic debate in the inter-
governmental organisations
and governmental commissions,
the major decisions affect-
ing the direction and per-
formance of the global
economy are being taken
behind .the closed doors of
multinational boardrooms.

Nyerere’s

refusal

A good deal of evidence has
been adduced to support this.
The processes of business am-

algamation and the accom-
panying shift towards con-
glomerate structures have

greatly reduced the number
of multinational corporations
in recent years to the point
where fewer than 500 eff-
ectively dominate the worid’s
markets. Together they are
said to account for between
80 and 90 percent of all
international trade. Internat-
ionalisation of capital brought

" about by the evolution of

the multinational corporations
hss not only exacerbated the
crisis within the globzl eco-
nomy buz, mare important,
has immensely contributed to
the fuelling of it-notably by
spreadirg unemployment.
The great bat'le to pre-
vent the international free
wrace  system being cver-

Saturday Review

whelmed by the protectio-
nist forces spawnd by the
global recession continues to
dominate the world economic
scene. The IMF is considered
to be the only body with
the authority and the exper-
tise to force debtor coun-
tries to change their econ-
omic policies where this seems
necessary. The IMF described
by some as the imperialist
citadel of orthedox finance,
has been. accused of using
deficits caused by world re-
cession as a lever to impose
“‘Right wing monetarist’’ poli-
cies upon the poor nations.
In July 1982, President
Nyerere of Tanzania refused
to accept [MF conditions for
the short term loan he so
desperately needed. One con-
dition was devaluation; an-
other was to end food sub-
sidy to the poor. To illu-
strate the trade protectionism
of industrial countries one
needs to look no further than
sugar export by the Eur-
opean Economic Community
(EEC). The EEC closes its
markets to normal exporters
of sugar (except for Z%
tonnes of raw sugar neede

as feed stock for particular
community mills supplied by
developing countries under
the Rome Convention). At
the same time the Comm-
unity’s own heavily subsidised
sugar exports depress the
world markets to the detri-
ment of the traditional ex=
porters mostly from the deve-
loping countries.

Sugar exports

from EEC

Now nearly one quarter
of the world sugar exports
comes from the EEC; as it
cannot possibly compete on
fair terms with the cane
producers, every ton exported
has to be heavily subsidised,
Under the impact of massive
production and export subsi-
dies, the Community has gone
from a net importer of su-
gar in 1976 to an exporter
of 5.3 million tonnes in 1981.
In 1982 it was still more.
In the period 1968-1981i
the EEC sugar subsidy has
cost non EEC exporters
(mostly from developing cou-
ntris) $520 to $820 m per
annum in forgone export re-
ceipts. The developing cou-
ntry exporters of a range
of commodities have had their
export earnings capacity simi-
larly affected. Trade protect-
ionism affects both prices of
commodities and access to
markets; by these means the
heavily indebted developing
countries are denied means
of financing loan repayments
and tecome more indebted
under variable interest rates.
The ‘‘reasonmable price” re-
ceived from the EEC has
risen by only 26 percent
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cies -3
Aid or Loan? Who
are the real winners?

since 1975, while the index
for manufartured goods ex-
ported to developing coun-
tries from EEC has risen by
84 percent in the same period.

Moreover, high interest
rates took, in another sense,
a particularly heavy toll of
the developing countries. As
the IMF has also pointed
out, goods with high carry-
ing costs and typically fina-
nced on credit are most
sensitive to interest rate
movements. High rates are
apt therefore, to hit hardest
countries whose exports are
heavily weighted towards com-
modities with high storage
and carrying cost—as, indeed,
the fact that commodity pri-
ces are lower in real terms

posing that °‘if one accepts

that the debtors’ problems
are a shortage of cash cau-
sed by recent high interest
rates and low prices for their
commodity exports rather
than fundamental - long term
insolvency, then there is a
need for bridging finance’'.
Surely this is ndt th2 ideal
solution for our problem.
Bridging finance will provide
temporary relief but the
problem will persist and re-
cur. Should we not explore
possibilities of .“indexing”
the debt repayment schedules
of developing countries to
some kind of index of com-
modity prices or of export
earnings of developing coun-
tries from commodities? At

neering design & construction:
abilities rise, until there is
virtually local self suffitiency.
Therefore opportunities in-
the Western World are limi-
ted to a few “‘Special Cases”’,.
where a particular expertise
has to be imported. In the
Communist World the oppor-
tunities are limited to an area.
of high technical complexity.
It is the Third World that
offers the grestest opportuni-
ties for consultants and con-
tractors from the advanced
countries. These firms foresee
two major risks in opperating
in the Third World. The first
risk is quick and adequate
payment, edpecially in the
poorer countries !. The other
risk is increasing interference

than at any time in the the Bretton woods Confe- for political reasons, and ¢
[ :

| by P.Varothayasingam g

! ' London !
past 30 years testifies all rence which saw the birth desire for the host country

too clearly. The United States
Special Trade Representative
has emphasized the value of
world trade in services—Bank-
ing, Insurance, Brokerage,
Freight etcusually classed un-

der ‘‘invisibles’” in trade
statistics, to the US econ-
omy. ‘‘Our fastest growing
export sector is tdade in

services which .registered ex:
ports of at least § 60,000m
in 1981"", he told Washing-
ton’s National Club in May
1982.

Surviving

the rat race

Having thus identified the
major problem areas for deve-
loping countries in the incr-
easingly hostile international
environment, we should now
look at the options available
to survive the rat-race. The
main reason why the indus-
trialised countries give loans
to develop poor countries
is to Increase the latter’s
consumption -of  imported
goods. In the last three
years alcne, as the world

demand for commedities has

dropped off, United States
income has been cut nearly

in half from a total of §
32,300 m in 1979 to §
16,500 in 1982. The indu-

strialised countries are pro-

of the World Bank and the
IMF there were calls—unfor-
tunately ‘in vain for an in-
ternational trade organisation
(ITO) to stabilize commodity
prices. In today’s situation
there is an ever increasing
need for a link between
commodities and financial ob-
ligations of developing coun-
EEiES:

Next to farming, the con-
struction sector provides a
large proportion of the em-
ployment . opportunities In
developing countries. This is
associated with carrying out
increasingly large public works
programmes and with the
development of natural re-
sourecs. The world market
in construction work can
be split broadly into three
generally acceptable divisions
as follows:-

I. The Western World

2. The Communist World

3. The Third World

In any country, initially
the larger portion of con-
struction works is concerned
with creating a suitabie im-
frastructure (basically civil
engineering). But as the cou-
ntry develops and its stan-
dird of living rises, the
percentage extended on in-
frastructure construction falls.
Concurrently, both local engi-

to substantially involve
in the contracting opportuni-
ties. - The first risk is over~
come by both the IMF and
the World Bank.

In 1981 the World Bank
lent $13,000 million for more-
than 240 rew projects in-
the Third World countries.
These countries  currently
award between 600 and
800 design (& supervision}:
contracts to consultants from
advanced countries. Although-
the responaiblity for select-
ing consultants belongs to the-
borrower, the bank staff are-
involved in reviewing each:
selection, to ensure spread of
work among western countries..
These design contracts are-
worth $750 million per annum:

creating over 75,000 designo—

jobs. Added to this are the-
hundreds of thousands of jobs
for contracting staff and manu-
facturers of construction ma--
chinery and materizls. It is.
now a requirement of the.
World Bank leading that inter-
national procurement be ad-
vertised in ‘DEVELOPMENT"
FORUM," a UN publication.
As the Bank insists on investi-
gating the whole public sector-
investment plins of develop--
ing countries in order to.
select investment opportuni--
ties all nrojects appear in the.

(Continued next pagep
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_Another locality where Hin-
duism flourished during this
period was Padaviya where
the architectural remains of

~many Hindu temples which may

be assigned to the Polonnaru-
wa period have been found.

Some of the Hindu institutions -

at Padaviya were supported
and maintained by mercantile
communities who formed an
important element in the town.
The Ayyavole of the Ayyam-
polil pattinam in Padaviya are
said, in one of their inscripti-
ons, to have dedicated them-
selves to the service of (a tem-
ple of) Siva. Another inscripti-
on at the same locality refers
to the gift of an image of a
deity made to atemple by the
merchants of the locality. It
mentions a group called Kali
kanam, who were presumably
the managers or trustees of
a temple of Kali. Yet another
Tamil inscription, which could
be assigned to the late twelfth
centuary on palasographic gro-
unds, records a Tamil verse
composed by a local poet in
praise of a temple dedicated
to Siva and referred to as
Valakali.

The Sanskrit inscripticn on
the seai recently discovered
at Padaviya and which has
been assigned to the thirteenth

 century on palaeogrphic con-

~ siderations shows that

there
was a Brahmin settlement at
Padaviya. The inscription states
that it was issued by Mahesa
who resided at Sri Padigrama
inhabited by Brahmins whose
feet were adorned by the dia-
dems of Indra and other gods.
As Mahesa meaning *‘The
great god’* is an epithet of
Siva it may be assumed that
the seal was issued by the
authorities of a Savite temple
at Padaviya. The evidence from
this inspiration may perhaps
show that Saivam and Saivite
institutions continued to flou-
rish at Padaviya during the
thirteenth century. The issue
of a seal in the name of the
local temple may suggest that
it had an institution to manage
its affalrs.

Anothar important develop-
ment connected with the
growth of Hindu institutions
was the influence exerted by
Vira Saivism which seems to
have been introduced among
the Tamil settlement during
the period of Magha's rule.

- International

Funding...
(Continued from page\ 6)
““MONTHLY OPERATIONAL

, SUMMARY"-a supplement to

“*DEVELOPMENT FORUM.”’
Thus, consultants and contract-
ors from Western Countries
benefit from advance informa-
tion on all projects in the
Third World. Naturally, the
World Bank and the IMF would
use their influence to ensure
maximum participation of firms

from western countries in all
.. development projects in the

Third World.
(To be continued)
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Circa A. D.

The priestly functions in some
of the Hindu temples in the
eastern littoral have been and
are still to a certain extent
performed by the Cankamar
who form a strong and infiu-
entiai element in some loca-
lities in the region. They con-
tinue to wear on their chests
the Vira Savitite emblem, the
lingam, encased in bronze cas-
kets which have the figures of
a recumbent bull and the
trident carved upon them.
Tradition claims that the an-
castors of the Cankamar had
come from the town of Malli-
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Hinduism
in Ceylon-5

1000- 1250

car Kalvettu may briefly be
summarised here.
Vararamatevan, the son of
Manuniti Kanta  Colan, and
his son Kulakkottan came to
Trincomalee with their reti-
nue and army after hearing
of the greatness of the sanc-

tified site at Trincomalee.
Later, Kulakkottan decided
that. the services at the

shrine of Konesar should be
revived and elaborated with
help from the Cola country.
He brought craftsmen includ-
ing smiths from the royal
mints  (akka calaiyar) and

kulamparru. This chief was
assigned lands Iin Nilaveli and
endowed with the insignia of
a Vannipam. Kulakkottan
ordained that the accounts of
the income for the Konecar
temple should be in the cus-
tody of rhe Vanniyanar of
Kattukkulamparru and his suc-
cessors. The inhabitants of
Kattukkulam were required
to serve the temple. The peo-
ple of Nilaveli were to con-
duct the festivals. Kulakkottan
aiso proclaimed that the reve-
nue in the form of Atai
Ayam, Tirvai and other dues
from the sea (port) should be-
long to the temple. On the

- by

Dr. §S. Pathmanathan

karyunapuram in India in the
distant past, Their rituals and
worship are still guided by
manuscript texts expanding
Lingayat doctrines and bellefs.

It is significant that the
Tantonrisvarar temple at
Kokkatticcolai, the feading
Saivite shrine in the entire

eastern littoral to the south
of Kottiyarm, was according
to tradition, established du-
ring the period of Kalinga
rule. The architectural style
of the Vimana of this tempie,
which was dominated by its
massive stupi and was of
brick construction and the Pan-
dya style of architecture
seems to suggest that the
temple had been constructed
on an elaborate scale during
the thirteenth century.

Another famous shrine on

the eastern littoral associated
with Magha by local tradition
is the Subrahmanya tempie at
Tirukkovil. Among the buii-
dings of this medieval shrine
only the Vimana has remained
intact while all other struct-
ures have collapsed. This
gracefully designed Vimana has
on account of its architectural
style, been compared to the
Pandya monuments in South
India and have been assigned
to the thirteenth century. A
Tamil inscription  which could
be assigned to the fourteenth
century records the donation
made to this shrine by a cer-
tain Vijayabahu.

The ancient temple of
Konesvaram on the eastern
littoral developed into one of
large proportions during the
Polonnaruwa  period. The
Kulakkottan traditions record-
ed in Konecar Kalvettu
scems to reflect the nature
and extent of this develop-
ment. The account of Kulak-

i kottan as found in the Kone-

constructed a Saivite temple
surrounded with many lofty
gopuras, created the sacred
springs  and - endowed the
temple with fields and tanks
which he had reclaimed and
made eliborate arrangements
for conducting religious ser-
vices.- He sattled at Trinco-
males  six families
from the best of the Cholas
brought from Marunkur, and
granted them lands to be
held in hereditary succession.

He deposited treasures in
the tempie and ordained
that the expenses incurred
and the income obtained

daily should be recorded by
the tenattar who zlso had to
ensure that the ceremony of
alatti  and  other services

. were duly performed.

Moreover, he settled at
Trincomalee twenty-one fami-
lies of Varippattar who had

been brought from the Tamil -

country. They were to perform
such services as gathering
flowers,  making
cleaning and preserving silk
garments used to decorate
the images,carrying banners and
umbrellas on festive occasions
singing to rhythm when the
dancing girls perform their
dances, lighting lamps, distri-
buting sandal powder, pound-
ing rice and polishing the floor.
People of the tanam and varip-
pattu received rice fields at
Pallaveli as remuneration for
their services.

Kulakkottan brcught Tani-
yunnappupalan from Madurai,
raised him to the rank of a
Vannipam and placed the
administration of the town
of Trincomalee, under his cha-
rge. Furthermore, he settled
a chief ruler of a Karalar
family from Tinnevelly at Kat-
tukkulam and made him the
ruler of the division of Kattuk_

selected

garlands,

orders of Kulakkottan Nilaco-
taiyan 'nd his armies diver-
ted .ue waters of the Maha-
veli and constructed a hug:
reservoir. Land to the sowing
extent of 2,700 avanam
was converted into fields and
granted to the temple.

The value of the foregoing
account as a source of histor-
ical information would depend
on the historicity of Kulakko-
ttan and the veracity of the
detail concerning his activities.
It cannot be said of Kulakko-

ttan, as it can be of Manuniti
-
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matevan that he is a legen-
dary figure The Taksina-
kailaca puranam states that
Kulakkottan had the name
Chola kankan. As there were
many princes ‘and dignitaries
who had the name Cholakankan
in Kalinga, South India and
Sri Lanka, Kulakkottan Cho-
lakankan may be regarded as a
historical personality. That he
had close connections with
Konesvaram and Trincomalee
is suggested by persistent) '
local traditions which credit -
him with the reconstruction of
that temple. He could not
have lived before the eleventh
century because it was only
after the rise of the Imperial
Cholas that the name or title
of Cholakankan came into use.
There had been some prin-
ces or dignitaries who had the
name Codaganga in the island
during the twelfth and thirte-
enth centuries. A prince
called Codaganga is known
from the fragmentary Sanskric
inscription discovered at Fort
Frederick, Trincomalee. The
epigraph states that he came
to the island in Saka |45
(A.D. 1223). Tais inscrip-
tion was inscribed on a2 door
jamb found among a set of
images, and it may be assumed
that the missing portion of the
epigraph recorded certain be-
nefactions of Codaganga to the |
temple of Konesvaram. As
there is some evidence to
prove that Codaganga who had
come to the island in A.D.
1223 hid some connectisns
with Konesyaram, he may pro-
visionally be identified as Kuj-
akkottan Cholakankan who, as
claimed by the local Tamil
traditions, rebuilt Konesvaram
and reorganized its services.

[To be continued ]
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A Tamil daily paper states

that for the yyear 1982
Prima import_ed& lakhs 13

thousand and eight™ hundred
and ninety three tons of
wheat. The radio announces

that the number of tourists
for the year was five lakhs
thirteen thousand and twelve
and that this figure is ten
percent more than the pre-
vious year. The typical man-
in-the-street who represents
the majority of the people

es not make much sense
in reading or hearing such
news. This is the typical
presentation of figures by the
daily papers and the radio
to the masses perhaps with
the attitude ‘take it or leaya
it". If however the present-
ation could be modified to
read that ‘Prima imported
in 1982 a little over 4 lakhs

-tons of wheat and that the

number of tourists for the
year was slightly above 5
lakhs  and this is about
50,000 more than previous
year, would make much sense
to the general public.

Making them

meaningful

Whit do figures mean to
the public? They give some
impression of the quantity
depending on the individuals
appreciation of numbers. In
early days, man could count
only up to a few numbers.
It is said that the following
was an early method of cou-

which  still  prevails

nting, i
ong certain isolated tribes:

‘-one, two, plenty.”

A collection of more than
two objects was looked upon
as consisting of too many
objects to be counted. True
we have advanced but can
we say that the masses in
the third world have advanced
to that level as to appre-

ciate most of the figures
given by the daily papers
and the radio. It is thus
necessary that figures are

presented in such a manner
that they are meaningful to
the average person and one
way is to give round num-
bers in the desired units,
as suggested in paragraph le

Interpreting

of figures

Speaking of round numbers,
is it not absurd that railway
fares particularly for long
distance journeys should end
up with odd cents? For ex-
ample the 2nd class fare from
Jaffna to Colombo until it
was recently raised was Rs
71/40. The bus fare is Rs
65. This is because the buses
between laffna and Colombo
are private owned and owners
are practical, business—minded
persons, who would not like
to (a) inconvenience passen-
gers with fares ending in
odd cents, (b) inconvenience
their staff with the collect-
ion of odd cents and (c) give
additional work for their ac-
counting and anditing staff
with these obd cents.

True the C.G.R. his a

vorking formula to multiply

Presentatlo

; turday Revnew

i i

of figures to the
masses

the distance involved by a
certain fare per mile but
the railway should mot fall
victims to formulas and con-
servative accounting pundits
where saving in time and
convenience to the public as
weli- as to their staff are
concefned. with galloping in-
flation, cents have lost their
value and therefore when
dealing with sums which are
not small the fares should
be rounded to the nearest
rupee.

The examples cited ar:
very simple cases. Let us
take one that is not so simple.
The Government makes an
announcement that it is spe-
nding a certain sum of ey
for a particular itam and
this is six times the cor-
responding figure ten years
ago. This is factual — there
is nothing wrong with it.
What the statement hides is
that during the ten years
the prices have emore than
doubled and therefore the
people really do wmeot get six
times the benefit — really they
receive less than 3 times
the benefit. If' further the
benefit is to go down to
every citizen the benefit per
person has to be further
reduced as the population
would have increased by ab-
out 20 percent during this
period. This is a case where
simple figures when inter-
preted would have to take
into consideration factors as-
sociated with the object con-
cerned, particulary where
comparison is involved.

It is this inadequate present-
ation of figures which
prompted one writer to
remark of “lies, damned
lies and  statistics’’. The
remarks are justifiable when
figures are badly presented
or wilfully and wrongfuily
presented. When correctly
presented, figures enflighten
people to view a situation
more clearly. Ramakrishna
Paramaharnsa once remark-
ed that with the same oil
lamp one can read a useful
book or set fire to a house.
So with figures toco., we can
use them to appreciate facts
better or foof the masses
by misrepresentation.

Now how do we use Tig-
ures for the beaefit of the
comman man? He is not
interested in abstract numb-
ers.
be associated with objects.

For him, numbers should

Further he is interested only
in figures which are amenable
to his thinking and grasp.
The moment you go beyond
this point, he will lose inter-
est by remarking that the
writer or speaker has gone
to realms of higher mathe-
matics. In short we have to
present figures in a simple
way similar to the way Sri
Ramakrishna presented religi-
on to the masses and Bharati
his poems to the Tamil

people.

going abroad to the Middle
East and other countries for
non-skilled work at about Rs.
5,000/- per month. When a
figute like five thousand is
mentioned . our people are
overhelmed with it. No one
bothers to inquire what the
equvalent is in the currency of
the country concerned. Trou-
bles start only after reaching
the other end when the ex-
penditure is naturally —not in
Sri Lanka rupees. For example
the person goes to Singepore
then he/she receives about
$500/-. This is not a big
amount by Singapore standards
and when one starts spending
in dollars what would be left
for sending home is not what

PERSPECTIVES
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“President Nyerere like
Rajaji has a way of putting
across facts and figures for
easy understanding to the mas-
ses. He once said that formely
only 6 bushels of course grai-
ns locally produced were nee-
ded to purchase a ton of ferti-
fizer and now due to increase
in the price of fertilizers
Tanzanian peasents have to sell
30 bushels of the grain for
the same amount of fertilizer.
This is easier to grasp and
goes well with the people than
saying that the price of ferti-
lizer has gone up 5 times.

Thennali Raman

sto‘ry

Again we look at another
way of putting across figures.
Tarzi Vitachchi insted of
stating that the world poputa-
tion would doubie in 30 to
35 years stated that in 30 to
35 years we have another
world to look after in additicn
to the present one.

if we need an exampie from
yore we have one from Then-
nali Raman. The King put for-
ward a question hoping to pin
down Raman. He asked “‘how
much sand is there in this hif-
lock’ pointing a hillock. Raman
replied ‘‘your Majesty, if your
Majesty’s measure is the same
as the hillock, you get one
measure, if however the nveas-
ure is half that of the hillock,
you get two measures’’ It was
an amazing reply to what the

‘King thought was an impossible

question to answer.
We now ‘commcnly hear

-of our young men and women

was originally expected des-

pite the fact that some food

and accomodation are provis
ded. Thus figures should be
referred in their context, If
agencies play their gime well
(generally they don’t) they
should refer to the salary both
in Sri Lanka currency and the
currency of the country con-
cerned.

With the conversion to the
metric system in this country
fengths and weights are easy
of grasp by the masses despite
some initial difficulties. When
the conversion took place, the
authorities should have also
considered the use of millions
and billions i Tamil and Sin-
hala. When you hear the radio
in Tamil mentioning that 2
crores and 15 fakhs of rupees
would be spent for some pub-
fic work, | am not sure what
percentage of listeners would
make sence of it. [f instead it
is mentioned that 213 millions
would be spent for the work

concerned, it is easier to un~
derstand. Further there s
some mix up in the terms.
Last week a Minister repor-
ted that Sri Lankans abroad
remit about 6 billion rupees
annually and a Tamil daily re-
ported this as 60 orotes ins-
ted of 600 orores. It is high

" time that we decide to use the

terms million and billion. Co-
ining suitable words in Tamil
and Sinhala is not a difficult
task. When | discussed the
subject with a scientist of some
standing, he readily agreed
with me in the use of millions
and billions, He added crores
and lakshs should then be dro-
pped. My own son feeling is to
leave these terms as they are
and over time the people will
settle down to what terms to
use and what to drop.

Once a teacher had to teacch
the same theme to five differ-
ent classes the same day. In
the first four days classes
apprently the students did not
grasp what the teacher put
across, according to the teach-
er's observation. However in
the fifth class as he taught
them, some students showed
appreciation and therefore un=«
derstood the sublect. The tea-
cher when retiring to bed that
night recollected what happened
that day. He then realized that
in the first four classes he
himself had not undestood the
subject clearly and hence the
inability of the students te
grasp what was taught and
oaly in the fifth class he under-
stood the subject and hence
the students grasp of it.

The lesson to be learnt is
that the person who espouses a
subject should have a clear
understanding of it - this is
also the case with figures.
Figures can be made simple as
possible in usage when the
person who /puts across has a
clear grasp. So let us appeal
to those who use figures for
the benefit of the public to have
their minds clear of what they
are putting across.

is expected to be
announcement made
Chancellor.

The move s

is found to be languishing.

Tamil University plans
video cassettes to

teach Tamil abroad

The Tamil University at Tanjavur in Tamil Nadu
has planned to bring out video cassettes for the bene-
fit of Tamils abroad desirous of learning Tamil. The project
completed shortly, according to an
by Dr. V, l. Subramoniam, the Vice-

inspired by the necessity to teach
Tamil to the younger generation in countries like Mauri-
tius ‘and Fiji where due to lack of facilities the language

»
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The future of the

Palmyrah ihdustry

Evergreen Villa

Arialai, JAFFNA
21 March 1983
The Editor,
Saturday Review,
Sir,

On reading Mr. Vadivetka-
rasan’s letter in the S.R.(19/3)
I find myself troubled by the
thought whether the Palmyrah
industry will make any pro-
gress at all. The Board was
set up in 1978 by the Minister
of  Plantation - Industries
with trade unionist K.C.Nythi-
anantha as its first chairman.
Owing to indifferent health,
he resigned and was succeeded
by a political appointee Mr.
Kanagasuriar. He was enthu-
siastic but he had a running
battle with the Poohbahs in the
Ministry of Regronal Develop-
ment.

When he faded out a CCS
man Mr N. P. Jeganathan took
charge of the Board but he
was operating from Colombo.
He appointed Dr. S. Mohana-
das _as a_ Consultant to the
Board and gave him a free
hand to develop the industry.
Dr. Mohanadas is a permanent
employee of the Coconut Re-
search Institute, Lunuwila and
comes to Jaffna on weekends
for consultations. It was dur-
ing this period that the idea
of a Palmyrah Workshop was
mooted when Mr. Y. Y. Kim,
UNDP Resident Rep vusnted
Jaffna  in February 1982.
Dr. Mohanadas followed up
this suggestion and the work-
shop became a reality in Feb-
ruary “this year.

Sometime last year there
was agitation that the Palmy-
rah Board should be chair per-
soned by a minority Tamil to
provide jobs for the boys. The
ministry was looking ' aro-

und for a suitable man of the
right calibre and eventually

.settled on a subordinate offi-

cer in the Board. He is a tea-
cher by profession and s
seconded for service from the
Education Dept.

Palmyrah Board’s low rating
is not in any way due to the
bungling ineptitude of the
present Board but to the cumu-
lative errors of the Ministry
in not giving proper directions,
The major problems facing the
Palmyrah industry is the rapid
attenuation of the Palmyrah
population —— roughly 1000
palms are cut down illicitly
every day for use as timber
in house building. Replanting
is painfully slow and is not
keeping pace with the current
needs.

Although three arrack dis~
tillates will be in operation,
there will not be enough raw-
material(toddy) and manpower
(palmyrah technicians) to feed
the projects. All the palmyrah
technicians opt to go to the
Middle East if they fail to get
white collar jobs in the Board
or elsewhgre.

The Board is so ill equip~
ped that they were unable to
give a Palmyrah oriented dish
of Kool or porridge to the
foreign delegates who atten-
ded the workshop. The sales
outlet—Katpaham-—— is running
at a terrible loss and is 2 king=
size chip on the shoulder of
the Board.

The question then is——is
the Palmyrah Development
Board really necessary? Why
not scrap it and have a Palmy~-
rah Controller on the lines of
the Rubber & Tea Control De-
partments?

Yours faithfully
T. K. Somasekaram

Tourists express concern
at Pankulam burnings

We came to Sri Lanka as
tourists, znd are also interes-
ted in the cultural and social
life of the Sri Lankans. We
had a lot of experience, good
and bad ones. Besides the
tourist places, we visited
some rural areas in Sinhalese
and Tamil regions. By chance
we got the opportunity to see
how officials  treated some
Tamil peopie. These people
had left the estates due to
communal riots and sufferings
in the line rooms, and wan-
ted to start a new peaceful
life in the Tamil area. Some
employees under the A.G.A.

came one morning and burnt
16 houses which the new sett-
lers had built up. This just
happened near Trincomalee in
the Eastern Province, only a
few miles away from the big
tourist resort Nilaweli.

Since the politicians are
concerned about  attracting
tourists in the future, they
should stop these violations
of human rights. if more and
more foreigners will learn
about the human rights viola-
tions, how <an they enjoy
holidays in this country any-
more!?

Bijji and Wolfgang

Saturda Rview \
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Textile Weavers Co-op Socigty : ls

it going to be the end of the story?

The Editor,
Saturday Review,
Jaffna.

Sie,

The public should be ever
grateful to you for high-
lighting the  corruption,
nepotism and inefficiency of

a leading Co-operative ins- °

titcution in Jaffna namely

held responsible for the
Society’s inefficiency and
mis—management?

| cannot understand why
the department concerned
is not coming forward to
remove the others respon-
sible for the sordid state of
affairs in the Society and
hold an inquiry under Secti-

on 46/1 of the Co-op
Act.
| trust this would catch
the eye of the Minister con-
cerned for his immediate
and necessary action before
the vultures get away with
their booty.
A Co — operator

d

The Jaffna District Textile
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Moolai Co-op Hospital Society

Weavers Co-op Society

Ltd. Though numerous alle- o .

Sitne Bl Kemd iade Chulipuram,  tment appearedto havegreatly
8 83/03/23. satisfied and pleased the wri-

against the Board and the
Manager of the
Society to the authorities

The Editor,
Saturday Review.
Sir, to spite the face.

ter. Perhaps he is towing the

G
eneral old adage of cutting the nose

concerned no corrective Strangely enough, he k h
' : : u spea

action or remedial steps The letter written by Mr. of demogcrayc ‘usg.t';:e etcPea ds |

were taken until it was  Sivagnanam under the heading, 4y o |

feels highly elated that a de-
mocratically elected executive
President, elected by a sup-
reme General Body, has been
removed summarily against all
the laws and principles of the
Co-op movement and the ten-
ets of Natural Justice and
replaced by the unlawful and
undemocratic act of the help-
less officials of the Department.

The writer speaks of cer-
tain malpractices adopted at
the Moolai Co-op. Hospital
General Meeting held on

** Eradicating Blood Suckers
(S.R.12/03) is amusing. He
first finds fault with the Co op.
official being dumb to his
appeals. Next he gate crashes
with the Minister and com-
pliments the Minister for a
belated  acticn — removing
the President elected by a
General Body which is all sup-
the newly constituted Bo-  reme and replacing him with
ard. Are they not equally a Member President thr-
responsible for the sordid  ough the back door of nomin-
state of affairs of the insti- - ation. The act of the Minister
tution? Should not the  through the writer’s alleged
General Manager too be  errant officials of Co.op.depar-

highlighted in the Saturday
Review. The credit goes to
you Sir for the timely acti-
on in saving the Society
from the imminent collapse.

Though four of the Board
of Directors had been re-
moved the other five elect-
ed members of the Board
continue to hold power in

(Continued overleaf)

gl

GIVES . YOl 7 CREDITS
AND DISTINCTION IN WRITING STYLE

(1) Available in Blue, Black and Red with both fine and medium point and plastic
neck...

(2) Vlslble ink supply, easy to see through transparent plastlc body....

(3) The Pilot name....a name that had stood for perfection in writing instruments
for over half a century...

(4) Perfectly balanced constructlon feels
hours of writing..... ‘

(5) Exclusive ribbed sllp proof grlp ......

(6) Super stainless point reinforces ball for maximum support......

comfortable in your hands, even after

(7) Rugged, Tungsten Carbide Ball assures smooth, even writing with no skip
or smudges...... i
: Refills Freely Available

MANUFACTURERS:

PENPALS LIMITED, COLOMBO.
DISTRIBUTORS :

SHAW WALLACE & HEDGES LTD
353, Galile Road,

COLOMEO -3 :

on
g 8 ;-“_'t"

QUALIFYING coob WRITING




A T LR R

PR

SEEYERPRIE. PRI ST

(Continued from page 9)

29/06/80, summoned '@ and
presided over, by the Depart-
mental Officials at the request
of the writer. The writer
while winning majority of the
Directorships was decisively
bg@ten at the election of the
Pr@ident he contested at the
selfsame General Meeting ma-
noeuvred by the writer him-
self. He now begins to speak
of malpractices at the said
meeting and corresponds with
the Departmental officials to
declare the election of the
President only null and void.
Subsequently, when the
resident of the Society sum-
moned a General Meeting
which shall be the only forum
to settle a!l controversial
matters between the Board
and the President and restore
the Society to its past presti-
gious position of self deter-
mination and self administra-
tion, the writer gate crashes
the Minister to have the Gen-
eral meeting already fixed and
notices of meeting posted to
all members at a cost of Rs.
2000/— to be postponed and
the democratically elected
President removed. He succ-
eeds In his manoceuvring with
the Minister to have the ' Pre-
sident removed in the most
undemocratic and illegal way
o have the said General
Meeting postponed indefini-
tely. It is now two years
and the postponed General
Meeting with Il items in the
agenda still stands ‘postponed’.
Having condoned with-hold-
ing of the Annual General
Meeting for the last two years,
he has now the brass to speak
of democracy. This is indeed
a new type of democracy that
the writer is trying to- uphold
and usher. [t is not in any
books on democracy.
Yours in co—op. service,
V. Rajasundram.
Executive President Elect of
Moolai Co-op.Hospital Society.
( General Body )

Didn’t Nehru

embrace
Castro?
Jaffna.
28-3-83
The Editor,
Saturday Review,
Dear Sir,

While Patricia Saverimuttu
received her “spitbath” from
OEG after seven summers
(SR—March 26th); change of
life had overtaken Indira Gan-
dhi when Fidel Castro gave
her that bear hug. If my
memory is correct, Pundit
Nehru soon after a UN gene-
ra! session embraced Castro
ci terin New York or Havana.
H: was very emotional and
cill d Cuba the land of great
freecom fighters.

According to Mervyn de

ilva Castro was, the  ‘'most

wanted man’’ at the Delhi ‘Goa_t breedlng

NAM. Wihile it is common
knowledge that he also heads
the CIA hit list.

Castro is not everybody's
darling. So .isn't OEG, who
has been called a Gogia Pasha
and Ali Baba by his critics.
Like the original Ali, OEG
too had his men. Condemned
by Sri Lankan Courts during
1970-—77, it was left to the
Dharmista Government to
rehabilitate him.

lan, | am sure, will not be
scared away by the old girls
of Chundikuli or Holy Cross
and we await his next missive.

Yours truly,
Puliadi OG.

Friends of
the farmers?

Gramodaya Sabai,
Araly W. N.
Vaddukkoddai.
2nd March, 1983.
The Editor,
Saturday Review,
Dear Sir,

Apropos *‘Wanni Farmer’
by Chairman  Agricultural
Development Authority, ap-
pearing in your esteemed issue
of 20/2/83, I wish to place
certain facts, before ygur
worthy readers for th
verdict.

At the meeting of the
Pradesa Sabai Valigamam West
and Gramodaya Sabai Araly
W.N. there were resolutions
expressing certain problems
confronted by the Farmers of
Araly, in the cultivation of
Bombay Onions.

The copies of these re-
solutions were forwarded . to
Chairman Development Cou-
ncil Jaffna and to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The
Chairman Development Coun-
cil informed the writer that
the resolution of the Gramo-
daya Sabhai was referred
to the Assistant Director of
Agriculture, Jaffna,who would
inform the Sabai  within
fifteen days, the course of
action taken by the Depart-
ment.

Not even an acknowled-
gement was received either
by the Pradesa Sabai nor
the Gramodaya Sabai from
the Department of Agricul-
ture up to date. Even the
direction of the Chairman
Development Councif was not
attended.

Only the resclution of the

Gramodaya Sabai was for-

warded to the Agricultural
Development Authority and
an officer of Provincial Dire-
ctor’'s rank, probably from
Colombo Head office, visited
the village to discuss the
problem with the Farmers

~within a few days of the

resolution.

The Chairman -Agricultural
Development Authority claims
that his officers are “FRIE-
NDS OF THE FARMERS' Is
he correct! :

Yours faithfully,

N. Kugarajah
President Gramodaya,
Sabai Araly W. N.

Saturday Review
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is good
for you! .

14/10, Galpotta Road,
Nawala,
Rajagiriya.

Goat Breeding is very pro-
fitable to the town as well as
village folks. Goats need little
space and little care; unlike
cattle, gost is poor man’s
cow, and its wmilk is very
nourishing to the  children
as well as adults. Mahatma
Gandhi  sustained  himself
mainly on ¢ goat’s mitk. Mr.
Dudley Senanayake was a fan-
cier of goats,. He imported
some good milking varieties as
Shanan, Anglo, Nubian, Kamo-
ri for milk and Jamna Pari for
meat.

In Australia the  Shaman
goats give 8 bottles of milk
per day. | myself had a Kamo-
ri Goat in 1954 and it gave
5 bottles of milk per day.The
food cost was only -/40 per
day. If all of us take to breed-
ing goats the milk shortage
problem and malnutrition
will vanish. Our Rural Indust-
tries and Development Minis-
ter has started in earnest in
importing good milking goats
from Germany and | hope he
will import more and distri-
bute among go 't fanciers and
also star. Coat Stud "2°ms and
Goat Artificia’ Insemination
Centres all cver the country.

P. S. L. Nathan

Licence
to kill?

88/, Bedagama Road,
Kotte,
24 th March, [983.
The Editor,
Saturday Review.
Dear Sir,

There was criticism in a
daily newspaper about the
shooting of rare birds in Sri
Jayawardenapura a prohibi-
ted area. Why blame the
sportsman after issuing a
ficence to kill and a quota of
cartridges? They have to use |
them one way or other.

it is these sportsmen with
a licence to kill who are hunt-
ing in all the reserves and
killing animals indiscriminately.
They seldom get caught.

Therefore it is high time
that the licence to kill is with-
drawn by our Dharmista
Government.

%e but not
a slave.....

Cherabanda Raju, who
died of cancer on 3rd July,
1982 was a revolutionary
poet and song writer of
Andhra Paradesh india. He
started writing poetry while
still in his teens and joined
the REVOLUTIONARY
WRITERS" ASSOCIATION
in 1970. Inspired by the
people’s struggle  against
oppression, Cherabanda
Raju turned from poetry to
song: many of his songs
are still sung by culturai
troupes of revolutionary
activists. ;

In 1971, Cherabanda
Raju was detained under
the A. P. Preventive De-
tention Act. and was relea-
sed 45 days later when the
Andhra High Court declared
the detention invalid. He
was arrested again in Oct-
ober ‘73 and implicated in
the Secunderbad conspiracy
czse along with other writ-
ers. He was granted bail in
late ‘74 only to be arres-
ted again in June 1975 in
the wake of the Emergency.
Within months of his rele-
ase in October ‘77 he un-
derwent an operation for
brain tumour, which the
doctors confirmed was can-
cerous. Despite two
more operations, in ‘79
and ‘81, he lost his eye-
sight, hearing and speech.
He died before his fortieth
year.

Seven volumes of his
poems and songs as well as
two novels were published
during his lifetime. Many
dramas, skits and children’s
songs remain unpublished.

Cherabanda Raju wrote
Rebirth while in Hydera-
bad lJail.

By courtesy:
KALAM '
The Revolutionary
Students’ Voice,
Bombay

August 1982

‘but not a slave

REBIRTH.

To destroy
the heat of thought

even in my shadows
the police follow me.

When | look
at the sky innocently
they measure my eyes.

To capture
the refrain of my
revolutionary song
in my foot prints
they send the dust
to the analyst.

They try
to put out the human lights
that feed you and me.
Instead of removing
the filth | hate to see
they try to pluck out

my eyes.

When | kiss children
they try to scrape

the moisture
on their cheeks with knives

My voice is a crime

my thoughts anarchy

because

I do not sing to their tunes

I do not carry them on
my shoulders.

To call me

Conspirator

Constitution is their index—

with the folly

common to all religions

they cloak their
class—interest

in the sanctity

of all Censtitutions.

But

no ‘‘raga’

to their religion and rule
will escape my throat.

Every drop of my blood
| scatter like seed
to liberate my country.

Prisoner | may be

Though battered and broken
like a wave of the sea

I will be born

again and again.

S. K. Dias Abeyasinghe

—

SPAN magazine, New
Delhi, carried this account:

On June 24, 1982, the
American Centre Library
in Calcutta was attacked by
a group of persons. The
newly renovated building——
which is visited by an esti=
mated 22,000 people
| every month-—was badly
damaged. In a severe con-
_demnation of the attack on
‘‘the only modern library

|

Oh Calcutta! How different
are you from Sri Lanka!

in the city” (Bengali daily
Jugantar),newspapers took
out editorials admonishing
the miscreants. The Cal-

cutta Centre has been in-
_undated wizh visits from

weli—-wishers who while
expressing their anger - and
sorrow at the attack have
also fauded the decision to
open the library the very
next day. Two book dis-
plays planned for that day

13

were held as scheduled.

Hundreds of Indians——
ranging from judges and
students——have written to
the library expressing their
sympathy and condemning
the incident.

An excerpt from a typi-
cal letter: ‘‘l am enraged
and ashamed of what hap-
pened at the American Cen-
tre yesterday... | felt as if
my own had been smashed.
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arson continue to be

harassed

‘SATURDAY REVIEW’
reported last week how 16
Tamil  Refugee Families
were  deprived of their
dwellings and belongings
when their huts were set
on fire by Government
Officials. The victims along
with the Gandhiyam vol-
unteers who are still at
Parathipuram village in the
Pankulam A.G.A’s division
continue to be subjected to
threats by Police and GoVv-
ernment Officials accord-
ing to a report released by
Gandhiyam Society signed
by the Organizing Secret-
ary, Dr. S. Rajasunderam.

Dr. Rajasunderam in his
report says: ‘“Hundreds of
families of Tamil origin
moved into Trincomalee
District in August 1979 as
a result of communal viol-
ence in the south of Sri
Lanka. These families set-
tled down in existing Tamil

villages. Due to continua-
tion of violence in the
south of Sri Lanka, especial-
ly in 1980 and 1981, some
more families moved into
the Trincomalee  District.
“Parathipuram village
was one of these villages,
situated 10 miles from the
Trincomalee Town on the
Anuradhapura Road with
such 150 plantation Tamil
families. Some of these
families have already ob-
tained title deeds for the
land from the Government
in 1980 under the ‘regular-
isation of encroachment on
crown lands’ and this was
granted to the families who
have obtained Sri Lanka
citizenship. = The  other
families were officially
branded as squatters.

“On-the 14th of March
‘83, a gramasevaka attached

. to Pankulam Asst. Govern-
ment Agent (AGA) Divi-

sion with five office clerks
armed with clubs and
batons went to the Parathi-
puram settlement set fire
to sixteen houses of these
unfortunates, threatened
the Gandhiyam Volunteers
who had recently moved
in to assist these under-
privileged families  with-
Pre-school, nutrition, medi-
cal care, water supply etc.

“On the following day j
(15th) some of these affect-
ed families went to  the
Uppuveli Police and lodged
a complaint against the
errant Government Servants.

“On the 16th, Police
officials conducted a formal
inquiry and on the 17th
March, Police party came,
took the Gandhiyam Vol-
unteer Rubakanthan, as-
saulted him and took him
to the Police Station where
he was assaulted again.
Similarly, five of the victims
were also assaulted by the
Police and were later re-
leased:

“We have reported this
matter officially to  the

President of Sri.  Lanka,
IGP., of Colombo, Leader
of Opposition, Hon. Minis-

ter Thondaman, MP  for
Trincomalee, District
Council Chairman of

Trincomalee and President
of MIRJE, Colombo.

“The Gandhiyam  Vvol-
unteers are still at  the
Parathipuram Centre with
the ' people whose houses

were burnt. Police officials
and Government officials
visit occasionally and thr
aten them and want th
to leave.

“At the end of a week,
we release this report with
the hope that people who
believe in justice, equality
and human rights will raise .
their voices to give redress
to this poor people.”

Easter Bajan at

Christha Seva Ashramam of
Maruthanamadam will hold
its annual Easter Bajans as
usual on Easter Sunday Bet-
ween 5.30 p.m. and 8 p. m.
at the Jaffna Open Air Thea-
tre.

open

Air Theatre

The <<Pirathna Sevaka”
of the Ashram Rev. Sam
Alfred, known popularly as
Sam Annan invites everyone
to attend.

Athletics after decades

at, Holy Family, Jaffna

17th March 1983 was a
red letter day in the Sports

annals of  Holy Family
Convent  Jaffna, because
they  had their Athletic

Meet that day, an event
they were not able to hold

JAFFNA CRICKET : OLD CENTRALITES WIN

Tall scoring combined
with belated declarations
saw  the  Hartley-Jaffna
Hindu Cricket Encounter

end in a tame draw.

Jaffna Hindu electing to
bat first, after winning the
toss;: Lhit up. 227 for 9.
Hartley replied with 215
for 8 of which P. Naresh-
kumar contributed an ef-
fervescent 98. He was most
unfortunately run out when
the century was well within

his easy reach. His great
innings included 9 fours
and a sixer.

Jaffna Hindu  declared

again at 169 for 6 after
the opening pair Gowri-
krishnan and Saravanapa-
van put on 105 runs.

Hartley, despite the im-
possible target, batted ag-
gressively to collect 67 for
3 in 10 mandatory overs.

The main scores are as
follows:-

 Jaffna Hindu 227 for 9
(declared)

Baheerathan 63; Vasu-
thevan 50; Thaventhiran43;
R. Shantharam 3 for 68;
V. Manoharan 2 for 26;

B. Pathmaseelan 2 for 40. J. Gnanaratnasingham

Jaffna Hindu 164 for 6
wkts (declared)

N. Sarawanabawan 67;
B Gowrikrishnan = 49;
B. Nanthakumar 3 for 34

Hartley 1st Innings 215
for 8 wkts (declared)

P. Nareshkumar = 98;
B. Sutharshan 30; K. Jeyan-
than 28; P. A. Richards
26; T. Suresh 2 for 41;
K. Anpan 2 for 42.

Hartley 2nd Innings 67
for 3 wkis.

V. Manoharan 25; P. A.
Richards 12; P. Naresh-
kumar 10 not out.

The OLD CENTRAL-
ITES asserted their superi-
ority over the OLD JOHNI-
ANS in a limited 50 over
match by cruising home to
a comfortable 136 run win.
R. Naguleswaran, the C.C.
C. cricketer claimed 5
wickets for 10 runs. The
scores:-

Old Centralites
R. Satchithanandan b.

Jeyakumar 53

ct. Thevapalan b.Jaya-

kumar 11
M. S. Rameez b. Mills 62
K. Thomas L.b.w. b.

Jeyakumar 52
S. Mithiran ct. Theva-

' palan b. Kulanathan 06
R. Naguleswaran ct.

Thananjeyan b.Mills 18
R. Balakumar b. Kula-

nathan 05

S.Premachandran b.Mills 01
R. Devakumar ct.Jeya-
kumar b. Kulanathan 00

S. Rajakumar not out 33
S. Thevarakan not out 26
Extras 06
Total for 9 wkts in 50
overs 273

Fall:- 35, 110, 192, 193, 205,
222, 224, 227, 273.

Run Rate

10 overs 43
20 overs 92
30 overs 156
40 overs 225 °
50 overs 273
Old Johnians

N. Prabaharan ct.Gnana-
ratnasingham b.Nagu-

leswaran 08
T. Thevapalan b. Nagu-
leswaran 27

M. Y. A. Fowzan Lb.

w. b. Thomas 03
g. Karunaikumar run out 08
C. Sooriyakumar ct.

- Manipay

Satchithanandan b.

Balakumar 01
T. S. Varathan ct. Nagu-
leswaran b. Satchitha-
nandan 20
S. D. Kulanathan ct.
Naguleswaran b.
Satchithanandan 08
C. Mills ct. Mithiran b.
Satchithanandan 13
S. Ravindran ct. Gnana-
ratnasingham b. Nagu-
leswaran 11
P. Jeyakumar L.B.W.b.
Naguleswaran 11
S. Thanankeyan not out 09
Extras 18
Total in 42 overs 137

Fall:- 28, 41, 42, 49, 55, 65,
85, 108, 111, 137,

Rien Rate

10 overs 40
20 overs 60
30 overs 85
40 gvers 131

Mahajana scored a com-
fortable 7 wicket win over
Hindu.

The scores at a glance:-

- Mahajana 235 and 30 for

3 wickets.

Manipay Hindu 95 and
169

due to lack of playing
fields in the school premises
for several decades. It was
an occasion revived in the
spacious sports grounds of
St. Patrick’s College, under
the distinguished patro

of Mr. Devanesan Nesia
GA Jaffna.

Visitation House emerged
champions while Josephine
House were runners up.
The Principal—Sr. Anthony
Joseph  welcoming  the
Chief Guest expressed her
pleasure that Holy Family
Convent Jaffna was able
to combine  Athletics &
Sports as the grounds had
been made available,
thanks to the generosity of
Fr. Rector of St. Patrick’s
College. She stressed' the
vital need for sports in an

" all round education.

Mr.. Nesiah  expressed
his appreciation of the well
organised event and con-
gratulated those in charge.
He said he had witnessed
the standard of excellence
he had hoped although it
was the first display.

Premini Dominic, Amir-
thini Stanislaus and Nilani
Francis all of Visitation
House were champions in
the under 13, 15, and 17
events, Koshala Ponnam-
balam *of Josephine House
shared the honours in the
under 17 events while Nala-
yini  Selvarajah of Clare
House swept the boards in
the over 17 event. Mrs.
Amita Nesiah gave away
the prizes.

The Assistant Head Girl
Miss Shasikala Sivapatha-

lingam proposed the vote
of thanks.

&



M.C. polls: Testing I

dgime for T.U.L.F.

The Tamil United Liber-
ation Frontis likely, SATUR-
DAY REVIEW learns, to
drop some of the old guard
and bring in new faces in a
bid to beat off the challenge
of the All Ceylon Tamil Con-
gress and retain control of
the Jaffna Municipality.

Though nominations to the
50 local bodies (12 municipal
councils and 38 urban coun-
cils) that will go to the polls
in May were being accepted
from Thursday onwards (31
March), the TULF hasn’t
yet handed in its list for any
of the five districts—Jaffna,
Vavuniya, Batticaloa, Ampa-
rai and Trincomalee—it’s
contesting. The last day for
handing in nomination papers
is 20 April.

Jaffna Mayor Raja Visuva-
nathan and Deputy Mayor
N. T. S:llathurai along with
some other TULF veterans
may be dropped, SATUR-
DAY REVIEW understands.
Informed sources say the
TULF’s list is likely to be
‘headed by ex-Communist

esrty (Moscow) member V.
Ponnambalam who contested
the TULF leader, the late
S. J. V. Chelvanayakam, at
Kankesanthurai both in 1970
and at the by-election in 1975.

Speculation about V. Pon-
nambalam being the Mayor-
elect has been touched off
by a reference Jaffna MP
V. Yogeswaran made in a
speech last week at a Com-
munity Centre in Navanthurai
where both were put down
to speak on Bharathi. The
Jaffna MP had hinted that
high office awaits VP, as he
is popularly known. VP has
indicated to newsmen that he
is not unwilling if the TULF
invites him to head the list
of candidates.

Political observers think
the TULF’s move to bring
in V. Ponnambalam has been
prompted by the slump in the
Front’s popularity and the

grumbling among Jaffna rate-
payers about inefficient ad-
ministration. They point out
that the average rate-payer
has begun to hark back to
the days when the Jaffna
Municipality was administer-
ed by the late Mayor Alfred
Durayappah. They interpret
the move to bring in VP
as an attempt to exorcise
Durayappah’s ghost: VP has
had experience of local ad-
ministration as Chairman of
a local body and the Front
hopes he’ll still prove a draw
to youth.

Informed sources also say
a young TULF politico is
playing the role of honest
broker to persuade a promin-
ent Tamil Congress councillor
to cross over: the bait being
dangled before him uhe
Deputy Mayorship.

These top-level moves have
reportedly  upset  veteran
TULFers who feel they are
being upstaged by interlopers.
But the leadership is expected
to have its way and hand in
the list of candidates within
the next few days. The
accent is likely to be*on new
and young blood.

While the Tamil Congress
is getting its list ready,
neither the UNP nor the
SLFP (both unrepresentcd in
the Council at the moment)
seem to be interested in the
forthcoming polls. Indepen-
dent candidates too have yet
to announce themselves.

Political observers think
it's too early yet to predict
the outcome of the polls but
they feel voter turn-out may
not be high, though boycott
calls are unlikely: theaverage
voter is just about fed up
with the  whole electoral
process, they point  out.

Jaffna Intensive Care Unit
gets a donation

Mr. I. T. SAMPAN-
THAN, Trade Unionist and
Translator, Sri Lanka Port
Authority, handed over a
cheque for Rs. 45,000/--to
the Medical Superintend-
ent, Jaffna Hospital, which
money Wwas collected with
the assistance of Mr. C. D.

Cinnakone, C.O.M. band
other Officials of the Port

Authority.
It is understood that Mr.
Wimal Amerasekera,

Chairman, Port Authority
has himself promised more
assistance to this Intensive
Care Unit.
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Tamil demonstration at Tourism Fair

Loss of face
for Sri Lanka
at Berlin Fair

Sri Lanka suffered loss
of face and Sri Lankan
tourist prospects took a
nose-dive  in  Germany
from March 5 to 11 follow-
ing demonstrations organ-
ised by Sri Lankan Tamil
expatriates in the country.
The incidents occurred at
the ITB Berlin Fair, one of
the biggest international

tourism marketing events
in the world.

The  Ceylon  Tourist
Board as well as some
private travel operators

from Sri Lanka have been
participating at this Fair
regularly. Nearly a hundred
countries were represented
in the Fair, which attracted
an average of 50,000
visitors a day. Sri Lanka's
biggest segment of tourist
traffic comes from West
Germany and the Ceylon
Tourist Board  maintains
its main European office
at Frankfurt.

Slogans in

T

English & German

Sri Lankan Government
and Tourist Board Officials
were taken aback on the
very inaugural day when
about 30 Tamil expatriates
grouped  themselves in

- front of the Sri Lankan

stall and carried. protest
banners condemning
Police and Army terrorism
against Tamils in  Sri
Lanka and the Prevention
of Terrorism Act. Slogans
in English and German
called for the release of
Eelam Liberation fighters
like  Kuttimani,  Jegan,
Father Singarayer and Nir-
mala Nithiyananthan and
others. Other slogans in-
cluded: ‘Taste Tamil Blood
in Ceylon Tea’; ‘Withdraw
armed forces from Eelam
Territory’.  The  youths
also  distributed  photo-
graphs of Tamils killed by
the Police and Army, and
handbills. 43

Following complaints by
the Tourist Board Officials
the Fair Authorities asked
the Tamil youths to with-

| draw but on the interven-
' tion ‘of German

Human
Rights Workers the youths

' were given more time to

carry on the picketing.

Demonstrations continu-
ed on the 6th, 7th and
8th of March as well. On
the 9th Policemen  were
brought in and they tried
to eject the Tamil youths
by force but failed when
the  demonstrators lay
down on the spot and
refused to move.

The penultimate day of
the Fair—the  10th—was
incident free but on the
11th, the final day of the
Fair, more than 80 youths
came dressed in white vests
and ‘T’ shirts with slogans
inscribed on them. Along
with representatives of Hu-
man Rights Organizations
in Germany, the demons-
trators distributed  leaflets

to all visitors to the Sri
Lanka Stall.

This was followed by
arguments  between  the
authorities and the demons-
trators. The demonstra-
tion continued from 2 to

4 p.m., when about 75
members of the German
Riot Squad, stormed the

premises with loud speakers.
This only served to focus
more attention on the
demonstrators’ with a
crowd of media men click-
ing their T.V. and other
cameras. West  Berlin
Radio Station, RIAS and
newspapers like Der Tages-
spiegal, Tageszeitung,
Sonntagblatt, and Volksbl-
at gave wide coverage to
the incidents.

Whither the Tamil worker...

(Continued from page 2) :

Yes, there is none left
for this Government. They
are and will accelerate
their plans for repression
and = freezing of living
standards. The  Eelam
Movement will be the first
at the receiving end.

This is why the role of
the working class plays an
important part. A very
strong unity, which is as it
is, more or less absent, has
to be built in the working
class. The present effort
by the Government Clerical
Services Union, in forging
anti-capitalist working class
unity, on ‘8 demands,
could be the opening.It
could be the stepping stone
for working class unity, in
the broadest form.

The demands include the
right of self determination
for the Tamil speaking
people and  granting of
citizenship  for plantation
workers, two  very signi-
ficant demands. Hence,
the Tamil speaking workers
should waste no time now
to pose an alternative to
their present leaders in the
Tamil Unions. Why is the
Tamil Trade Union Move-
ment still out of this anti-
capitalist working  class
unity? This is one of the
key issues to forge a new
militant leadership in the
Tamil Trade Union Feder-
ation and a very favourable
opportunity to get the Ta-
mil Workers organised in-
to a militant ' movement,
an opportunity to fill a
long standing void too,
in the Tamil Movement.

Black-out of

gurunathan.

news for a week!

The Working Journalists’ Association has decided
to black-out all news of the Police for a period of one
week from April 4th to 11th, as a mark of protest
against the recent assaults on journalists by Policemen.
This decision was passed unanimously at a meeting of
the Association chaired by the President Mr. R. Siva-

Mr. Sivagurunathan has explained that this is by
no means an anti-government move but meant as a
symbolic protest against Police misbehaviour.
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