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There are  strong  suspicions
among diplomatic observers in
Colombo that more than one coun-
try has a finger in Sri Lanka’s
pie, through secret agents.

This is not surprising because
Sri Lanka continues to occupy a
strategic  position  especially in
relation to the South Asian region.

In this situation, which foreign
power would not like to gain in-
fluence and markets in—and cven
hegemony over—Sri Lanka?

After the withdrawal of the Bri-
tish from Sri Lanka in 1948, the
United States of America attemp-
ted to fill the VACUUM, to the
exclusion of the Soviet Union and
China, as part of its overall
policy to prevemt the spread of
Communism in Asia.

It is continuing this policy to
this day—and it has succeeded in its
objective to a large extent, es-
pecially after the rightwing United
National Party led by President
Jayewardene assumed office in 1977,

The US policy has generally
coincided with the interests of most

other Western nations, including
Britain.

The common objective of the
Soviet Union and neighbouring

India—which is a big power in
relation to Sti Lanka— on the other
hand, has been to ensure that the
US or China did not gain too
much influence in Sri Lanka.

China, for its part. had tried
(up to about 1975, when it began
to improve its relations with the
Sri  Lanka away
from the West and from the
Soviet Union and India, through
trade and aid. '

Between 1970 aad 1977, when

Sirima Bandaranaike’s Sri
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MOSSAD, CIA KGB,RAW...

Lanka Freedom = Party was in-
power (in association with the
Lanka Sama Samaja Party and
the Communist Party of Sri Lanka
for a period), Chinese influence
was at its peak.

By 1975, China had emerged as
Sri Lanka’s biggest trading part-
ner, heading a list of over 100
countries, as both its main buyer
and supplier.

The equation bas changed since
1977. Now, Sri Lanka has become
a colony of Japan economically
(witmess the scemes on our roads
and in our shops) and a  virtual
vassal of the US politically (the
recent visit of ships of the US
Seventh Fleet to Colombo is a
significant reminder).

Yet, the fight for Sri Lanka is
not over.

It is in this context that the
work of foreign secret services
must be examined.

of course act
other parts of

Secret agents,
secretly, as in all
the world.

Sometimes, even the head of a
foreign diplomatic mission may not
know who is acting as an agent
for his country. ‘At times, the
agent
driver.

So it goes on, this big game to
gain influence and power by win-
ning—or buying —over a country’s
decision-makers, ranging from top
politicians to journalists.

Israel's Mossad is believed by
most  diplomatic  observers in
Colombo to be operating in a big
way in Sri Lanka now. The
ethnic violence provided the Govern-
ment an excuse to allow. Israel to
open a special ‘‘interests section”

-in the US Embassy in Colombo,
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assistance has been
‘Northern ter-

and  [Israeli
sought to combat
rorism.’

Most leading rightwing politi-
cians in most countries, including
Sri Lanka, bave been accused or

saspected of serving American
Central Intelligence Agency inte-
rests—though the actual story

might be different.

America indeed, it has been said
in some quarters, does not need
secret agents of its own in Sri
Lanka: there are enough Sri Lan-
kans ready to serve the CIA!

We do not want to  believe
this—because it is an insult to
our sense of patriotism—but one
fact we would like to cite, should
intrigue readers. The Soviet Union

publication, New Times, in its
issue of June 1975 cited a New
York Times news item which re-
ferred to the likely involve-

ment of the CIA in the assassi-
nation of Prime Minister S W R.D.
Bandaranaike in 1959. (The report
was reproduced in the Lake House
Sinhala daily Dinamina on 3rd
July 1975).

HOME GUARDYS
2T RILE

While funeral rites were]' being
performed at the Hindu Cemetery in

rincomalee on 19th November
‘bombs’ were reported to have been
thrown at the mourners. In this in.
cident Sivapatham(45) an employee
of the Port Cargo Corporation,
Trincomalee was killed and another
ex-naval employee, V.Kanagasabai
seriously injured. Many others were
slightly injured. The explosion had
occurred at the conclusion of the
burial rites, otherwise the casualties
would have been heavier. ‘Home
Guards’ were allegedly behind the
incident.

‘India’s Research and  Analysis
Wing (RAW) camnot be far be-
hind in keeping am eye on Sri
Lanka—in India’s own inferests,

At a cocktail party in Colombo
many years ago, an Indian diplo-
mat boasted that Indian troops
could land amywhere in Sri Lanka
within two hours!

As for the Soviet KGB, infor-
mation about the imternal situation
in Sri Lanka as well was collected
by the Indian spy ring headed by
Coomar Narain and passed on to
the Kremlin, according to a Press
Trust of India mews agency report
published in 7he Times of India
recently.

We are publishing all this to
alert readers to the dangers that
exist, especially in the comtext of
events that are taking place now.

Where will itall end? In d coup.
as has  happened in some other
countries where foreign secret ser
vices had been - allowed to run
riot? ;

MORE
REFUGEES

1According to estimates from the
Planning Division, about 22,000
refugees are reported to have come
to Jaffna from Trincomalee and
Vavuniya Districts. The families

number nearly 5,357. The break-up

is as follows:- 3046 families from
Trincomalee, 2,231 families from
Vavuniya.

Out of this about 3,417 families
have been given relief. Nearly 1940
families are awaiting relief.

Release ALL Political deténus in Sri Lanka jails
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NOT THE NEWS

CALLS FOR AID

. We present below an extract
from the Great Leader’s address
to the Western Aid Consortium in
Paris; “My Government has made
an unmatched contribution to the
development of tourism in the
island. Not long ago tourists
came to view the ruins at the
historical cities of Anuradhapura
and Polonnaruwa. Now we have
ruins at Trincomalee, Vavuniya
and Mannar as well and there
are more to come. The economy
too is in fuins, ho, ho. When
government took over, there Wwere
two wild-life sanctuaries at Yala
and Wilpattu for the tourists.
Now the whole country is a wild-
life sanctuary and really wild at
that. July 83, saw screaming goon-
das on the streets of Colombo.
My army has ensured that those
arid regions once occupied by
peaceful Tamils are now a haven
for tigers. Animal passions are
on -the loose everywhere. They
say that even our five-star hotels
have become while elephants ho,
ho. The last eight years have
also seen a diversification of our
exports. We used to export some
dull commodities like tea, doctors
and engineers. 'Now  exports in-
clude refugees, heroin and drug-
pushers. Your countries have
benefited enormously considering
that at a time of growing un-
employment, my  government’s
efforts have provided jobs in
your police, customs, immigration
and anti-narcotics departments.
All this is a modest .sample of
our capabilities. I ask you, in-
crease your aid to us by one
billion US dollars, and we will
put on the greatest show on
earth.”

*
KRISHNA, CJ AND UN

Mr. Krishna = Vaikunthavasan,
the man behind what has been
acclaimed as Minister Hameed’s
best. speech ‘is in the news again.
He has called upon his erstwhile
colleagues ifi  the  Sti ' Lankan
State’s Judicial and Legal Depart-
ments to resign, promising that
he for his part will use his con-
tacts with the UN to get them
UN jobs. The change of work-
ing environment, he adds, will
present no difficulty. For, the
UN is like Sri Lanka’s const-
jtution - fine sentiments on paper,
all to be observed in the breach.

; ¥
TO HECK WITH IT
The newly floated multi-national

massive U. S. backing is reporied

J. Ward & Co., with

to be doing well and has expan-
ded its sales to the Carribean.
Due to high demand, all ihe com-
pany shares have been sold out
through the National Death Fund.
The individual value of shares
has doubled since July 1983.
The last conference of the Board
turned out to be a family affair
with July- Rich continuing as
Chairman on a  referendum
fetching just over 50% of the
votes. Heck was  unilaterally
elected company lawyer to be in
charge of soliciting negotiations
and other legal matters. Rt. Rev.
R. was out in charge of purchas-
ing and security. Mudalay was
selected company peon despite
many aspirants, mainly due to
his impeccable degree and meti-
culous diary keeping. Thus July
bccame / the  brain, HECK the
mouth, Rt. Rev. R. the arms and
the large work force, the legs.
The labourers were paid hand-
some salaries of over Rs. 3,000/-
p. m. with furnished quarters, air
transport, ncurishing menu, free
liquor and a life insurance scheme
amounting to lakhs of rupees.
Initially they were given advanced
training in modern techniques by
world famous agencies from Israel
and the U. K. Hunting parties
were regularly organised by the
company Sports Club and the
spoils of the hunt were theirs to
keep.  Frequent fireworks dis-
plays were arranged for their en-
joyment.  Service in high risk
areas for a maximum period of
6 months was made compulsory
for those without connections.
A reported 835 million rupees
changed hands last week and vin-
tage Vietnam models were air
flown from the National Simiths-
onian Museum, Washington D.C.,
for urgent company use. Our
sources say that the material is
already in use in the arid Zzones
(now temporarily wet) and already
has been instrumental in clearing
much of the unwanted masses.
There is believed to be growing
competition from Indian com-
panies for the world market and a
merger has been mooted.

*

...OUT OF MIND

The papers reported that the
only mental hospital in the North
was to be closed and turped into
a home for retired Government
Servants. According to this plan,
all the mentally illjn the North
wete to be immediately deported
to foreign countries in a bid to
purify the local race. At the
Annual General Meeting of MIND
(Mentally 11l of Northern Division)

SR REFUGEES
RELIEF FUND

This is the text of a letter sente

to the Editor by the Principal of
Columbuthurai Duraiyappah M V,
Jaffna.

We are sending collections from
students, Grade 6 to Grade 10,
amounting to 321 measures of rice
to 'the SATURDAY REVIEW’s
Relief work.

A sum of Rs., 250/- collected
from the Staff is also sent.

The collection of rice is a hand-
ful of rice from thedaily repuire-
ments for one week. The respanse
was good and I was able to collect
the said amount (324 measures).

We trust this rice and money
will be distributed to the most
deserving of the refugees.

Wishing your fund well,
V. Mahalingam, Principal

WELFARE ASSOCIATION
DONATES CLOTHES

The newly formed Tamils Wel-
fare Association, Jaffna has don-
ated three big parcels of new clothes
to the SATURDAY REVIEW to
be distributed among the refugees
in Jaffna. :

Mr. M. Vamadeva, President of
the Association, has promised the
SATURDAY REVIEW that they
would continus to help the refu-

gees.

SR FUND
LIST OF DONORS

Mr.V.Balasubramaniam Rs. 1000.00
Wellwisher ., 1000.00
PAYMENTS

Essential goods for Boosa
camp Rs. 5000.00

For Uduvil Refugees  ,, 3475.00
Drugs for Mannar ., 18149.80
g cases of milk food

for Kilinochchi , 5140.80

Drugs for Vavuniya ,, 5000.00
2 Sprayers for Vavuniya ,, 3300.00

Rs. 40,065.60

a resolution was overwhelmingly
adopted to resist all attempts at
eviction by non-violent methods

and to stay put in their home-
land at all costs. Ia the face of
this  unexpected challenge the

planners are contemplating build-
ing a wuew mental hospital at
Kachchathivu, according to the
spokesmen of the Local Committee
of Puritans, He quipped, ¢out
of sight, out-of mind.”

G
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All along President Jayewardene
and Prime Minister Premadasa have
been saying that not a syllable of
the Constitution will be altered to
change the unitary character of the
Goverament. Many fear that this
insistence or obsession might jeopa-
rdise the prospect of ~a political
settlement of the ethnic problem.
The creation of genuine auto-
nomous states involves decentrali-
sation of power. The highways of
a unitary government, in which
powers are centralised, are always
dangerous to members of the mi-
nority groups who mix on such
highways with people of a majo-
rity race which is subject to deep-
seated racial hatred and the spirit
of revenge.

The communal happenings from
the time of independence have pro-
ved that the minority groups in
Sri Lanka cannot live in peace or
with safety under its unitary go-
vernment. The racial riots, blood-
shed, torture and mass murder
of Tamils by Sinhalese thugs and
the armed forces have driven the
Tamils to demand a form of go-
vernment under which they can ex-
ercise fully their right of self-deter-
mination. This will mean the right
to administer their own affairs
and organise their own security
and have the opportunity to deve-
lop themselves.

-The right of self-determination
is universally recognised and con-
sidered as a pivot of democracy.
It connotes devolution of power
from the centre to the _ regional
states. Indisputably unitary go-
vernment in Sri Lanka has signally
failed. It is evidence that a federal
pattern of government must be
adopted to protect the minority
groups, their national identity, tra-
ditional lands, languages, cultures,
etc. Federalism is just putting men
and things in their proper places
on the basis of autonomy. Those
who profess themselves as demo-
crats would not interpret federa-
lism as division. Infact federalism
is unity in diversity. Countries, big
and small like Switzerland, Bel-
gium, India U.S.A. U.S.S.R.have
been able to maintain their unity
and integrity bv devolution of power
to the states.

A .very good example for Sri
Lanka to follow is the Indian mo-
del. By the creation of linguistic
states, India has satisfied the demo-
cratic aspirations of the linguistic
groups. The more relevant aspect
which Sri Lanka can follow is that
by virtue of the fact that Hyvdra-
bad was chiefly Telugu-speaking, it
has been joined as part of the new
Andra Pradesh. The Eastern Pro-
vince of Lanka is predominantly
Tamil-speaking and for this reason
the demand for AxmalgqmatiOn of
the North and East is both reason-
able and logical.

Jehan Percra is right when he
observes: ‘“Clearly, analysing the

THE PEDERAL
SOLUTION

‘traditional homelands’ argument
of both Tamils and Sinhalese in
terms of ‘who come first’ is not
helpful in resolving the ethnic pro-
blem’.

But he is tilting the blance of
his arguments when he starts the-
orising over the traditional home-
lands of the Tamils of the Eastern
Province. Calling the jungle inter-
ior as ‘no-man’s land’, he is trying
to limit the Tamils’ claim to only
the coastal strip, He writes: Stri-
ctly speaking, therefore, the tradi-
tional homelands would have to
be limited to the coastal strip:
there is no valid reason to include
the spacious interior which. forms
the rest of the Eastern Province
simply because of the arbitrary line
drawings of the British”.

By reason of this type of argu-
ment he has to condemn the line-

pecially Sinhala colonisation in the
two provinces. that “thej Notcthern
and Eastern Provinces would suifer
from a seven man-power shortage
in a few years if future land colon-
isation were to be reserved for
Tamils” is speculative. There is in
these two Provinces enough man-
power which the Sinhala govern-
ments have not utilised, pursuing
a policy of racial discrimination.
How can the government account
for the Tamil braindrain from this
country? If sufficient economic out-
put is the prime consideration why
did the government, then, through
its armed forces, forcibly eject the
Tamil farmers from the Dollar
and Kent farms and other areas
developed at high costs and disrupt
production? The Government has,
on this score, economically ruined
numerous Tamil homes. Where
has the principle of ‘“economic
optimum”’ flown?

by 5.

Ponniah

drawings regarding the Sinhzala Pro-
vinces also which have extensive
forests and which, too, could be
said to be ‘no man’s land’.

Regarding the Eastern Province
there are two hard facts to be
noted: 1. 1Tt
Tamil-speaking even today, which
tradition the government is trying
to break by forcible colonisation
with the help of their army as they
have been doing in recent years in
Trincomalee which is admittedly a
Tamil-speaking area. Jehan Perera
appears to admit that according
to numerical strength it is Tamil
speaking.

2. Historically, the Eastern pro-
vince was never recognised as a
Sinhala area. This is what the im-
partial ‘writer Cleghorn, a highly
placed official under the British
Government, had minuted as far
back as 1899 “Two diferent nations
of the Island: First, the Sinhalese
inhabiting' the interior of the
country, in its Southern and West-

‘ern parts, from theriver Wallouwe

to that of Chilaw”. This clinches
the issue. The East has been ex-
cluded from Sinhala possessions.

Then Jehan Perera goes on to
cite the Marga Institute finding to

support Sinhala colonisation and
-this -

tends 1o make him pama]
The Tamil-speaking people view
the Marga Institute finding as
coloured by its consideration of
furthering the Sinhala interésts. es-

is predominantly

The Northern and Eastern pro-
vinces are arid zones incapable of
intensive cultivation.

Jehan appears to conceive of
making the Eastern Province a
“mixed area” which would provide
opportunities for the development
of inter-ethnic relations and co-
operation that may soften ethnic
hostilities...”” This is the most ob-
jectionable part of his writing.
Mixed areas will provide results
just the opposite of what he ex-
pects!

In mixed areas which are pre-
dominantly Sinhalese, the experi-
ences of Tamils are of a very excr-
uciating eharacter! the racial riots
of 1956, 58; 77, 81, 82, 83,
84, and 85 flowing with enor-
mous Tamil blood, toll of
Tamil lives by the thousands
and destruction of Tamil assets
worth hundreds of billions of rupe-
es and rape of Tamil women, bes-
ides looting are sufficient answer
to Jehan Perera. It is such mixed
areas that the Tamil minority is
endeavouring so hard to avoid. If
the Sinhala people were to avoid
division of the country and abstain
from making the Tamils their in-
veterate and eternal enemies, the
Sinhala governments must refrain
from colonising with Sinhalese the
Tamil areas, namely, the Northern
and Eastern Provinces. Formation
of federal states confining the lin-
guistic groups to their respective
areas alone will help avoid com-

‘of voters only 73

munal conflicts and provide peace
and security. If the government is
making a massive preparation for
a war against the Tamil commun-
ity, can they with justification, claim
to have administrative jurisdiction
over them?

The current view in Sri Lanka is
that when the public is all agog
for a speedy solution of the Tamil
problem, the Mossads here are
complicating the issue and making
it extremely diificult of solution.
The rift between the two commun-
ities in widening more and more
and too fast on account of their
impious activities. People feel that
Sri Lanka must be rid of them if
it were to put an end to the
ethnic problem by a satisfactory
solution and embark on its prime
mission of national developmeut.

The Mossads  wherever they go
appeat to carry with them
their animosity to the Muslims.
Communal happeniags in the Eas-.
tern Province are taking a differ-
ent turn. Muslims have stated that
it was the home guards who had
shot and killed the Muslims. In-
nocent Muslims and Tamils in the
Eastern and Northern Provinces
live in utter fear of ‘state terrorism’.
The President had admitted at the
B.B.C. television interview this ex-
cesses of the armed forces.

There was world-wide acclamat-
ion when the leaders of the Tamil
Freedom Movements and Lankan
Government representatives decided
to negotiate a political settlement.
by this the Lankan Government
admitted two things: 1. that the
Tamil problem existed although
now and then they had stated that
there was no ethnic problem; 2.
that the Tamil militants were really
freedom fighters and not ‘terrorists’.

What is baffling to the world
now is that instead of seriously
going through the talks to effect a
settlement, President Jayewardene is
going about saying that ‘terrorism’
must be rooted out first before any
settlement is negotiated! This s a
great rebuff to the world that wai-
ted with anxious expectations and
particularly to India and Rajiv
Gandhi whose efforts, were ceaseless
to bring about a settlement: -

At Bahamas the President had
told the Conference that the major-
ity of Tamil votes were cast in his
favour! He had given figures which
are not borne out by records here!
His party candidates at Jaffna were
simply routed and all his candidates
lost even their deposits!  There
were three candidates forthe North.
The Tamil. United Liberation:Frent
poycotted the Presidential election
in the North and the Eastern Pro-
vinces. In Jaffna out of 63 lakhs
thousand voted
for all ~the three candidates . and
President Jayewardene polled third
and last. This means more‘than 6
lakhs of ‘Tamil voters rejected the
U.N.P. policy.




This article first appeared
in THE MORNING STAR
(a Christian weekly published
in Jaffna from 1845) and was
reprinted in the CHRISTIAN
WORKER (the quarterly jour-
nal of the Christian Workers
Fellowship, published from 39,
Bristol Street, Colombo 1, Sri
Lanka).

~ He who clung to his text books
and kept his eves glued to their
pages now holds a submachine
gun greedily observing the move-
ment of Khaki uniforms and
trucks. He who treated his parent’s
word as sacred, now deserts his
home and decides the destiny of
his elders. He whose sole aim
was to enter a good profession,
earn a fat dowry and settle down
to a comfortable living, now,
dreams of shedding his last drop
of blood for the creation of a
just society. He who walked bare
bodied to the temple after a fresh
bath and shivered at the sight of
the Gods, now sneers at the life-
less idols and calls religion a
farce. ;

This is transformation indeed.
But this change in the personality
of the Tamil youth is neither
sudden nor strange—contrary to
general opinion. There is a visible
strand of radicalism running through
the history of the Tamil youth;
this came into prominence earlier
in the activities of the Jaffna Youth
Congress in the 1920°s. But this
radical spirit is neatly interwoven
with another thread that runs
through his tradition—the image
of the Tamil youth as bookish,
a political and conservative. An
understanding of the latter ten-
dency should explain better the
periodic emergence of his radi-
calism.

The fact that the sun scorched
peninsula’s aridity held no pros-
pects for cultivation, and its lack
of natural resources promised
little industrial development, denied
the Jaffna youth of gainful em-
ployment in the farming and
technical sectors: So with his
eyes focussed on the professions,
he was inevitably driven towards
his books. The cleverest and
most hard working would find
themselves comfortably seated on
a desk in the Civil Service wear-
ing a clean white collar. it was
obvious that the Tamil youth did
not value education as an end

_ in itself but as -an instrument for

other pecuniary motives. For the
parents their children’s education
was an investment that would
yield rich dividends in their old
age. Jaffna’s colonial heritage of
good schools naturally lent them-
selves to be exploited by the Jaffna
man ‘to fulfil the above ends.

Casteist Society
Though Jaffna too saw the
advent of the three, successive
colonial powers, vet this caste-

lived in perfect

oriented Hindu, feudalistic society
was little affected by the com-
pletely different value systems and
social institutions of these liberal
Christian Europeans. = There is
evidence that the
recognized the - distinct culture in
the North and incorporated codes
such as the Thesavalamai in ad-
ministering these regions. The fact
that the caste system could sur-
vive the challenges of the colo-
nialist administrations is evidence
enough of the resilience (persis-
tence ?) of Jaffna’s (tradition bound)
social order.

Saturday Review

Europeans tao :

too radicalized the prespectives of
the Jaffna youth. A random sele-
ction of mnames associated with
the founding of the Jaffna Youth
Congress shows the backgound of
the movement—Handy Perinba-
nayagam, K. Nesiah, S. J. Gura-
segaram, A. M. K. Cumaraswamy,
S. Kulendran. Drawn mainly from
schools like Jaffna College and
St. John’s and belonging to Chris-
tian families, they initially drew
the charge that the Youth Con-
gress was a purely Christian orga-
nization with sectarian motives.

TAMIL YOUTHS’

BADICAL  METAMORPHOSIS

Born in this tightly knit envir-
onment the Jaffna youth could
not afford the luxury of challeng-
ing his elders or questioning his
Gods or scrutinizing the values
handed to him by tradition. He
was an obedient child who kept
indoors, read his text books,
passed the tests, married with a
thumping dowry, minded the
affairs of = his own family, and
conformity with
the norms of his society. His was
a colourless, narrow, self-centred
World; :

Early start

But in 1924 with the inaugu-
ration of the Jaffna Youth Con-

But its stand on various issues
proved this an unjustified criticism.

Radical Vanguard

For abouta decade the Youth Con-
gress took the peninsula by storm.
They unleashed a strong opposi-
tion to the rigid caste system by
insisting on equal seating in the
school class rooms and achieved a
regulation to this effect. Through
interdining too they sought to
give flesh to their pronouncements
against casteism.  They had to
brave violent protests by or-
thodox Hindus against their
reforms. The Youth Congress was
also one of the earliest organiz-
ations in the island to call for the

by Suresh

Canagarajah

gress his shell was broken and he
was freed to breathe the air of
radicalism: ironically, one of the
reasons for his change was his
prized education which rose up
quietly behind him to subvert his
world. With whatever attitudes he
approached education, anyhow
his ability to read widely in
English opened the windows of
his personality to the social up-
heavals in other parts of the
world, especially to Mahatma
Gandhi’s mass uprising against the
British imperialists next - door in
India in this very period. Jaffna’s
emotional closeness to India in-
fected = the Jaffna youth with
Gandhism, and even Nationalism,
much earlies ~ than  the Sinhala
youth. The fact that it was the
Youth Congress that was instru-
mental in Gandhi’s visit to this
island November 1927 again pro-
ves Gandhi’s distinct influence in
Jaffna  youth’s baptism .into
politics.

The liberal values and the spirit
of dispassionate inquiry and free
discussion inculcated by the wester -
nized Christian Schools in Jaffna

use of the mother tongue in edu-
cation. They were possibly the
earliest : organization in the island
Wwhere the English-educated circle
used one of the vernaculars in the
official proceedings of the organiz-
ation. Men of such calibre as Swa-
mi Vipulanantha called from its
ranks that importance should be
given in the curriculum to the
indigenous classics, at a time when
the average school-boy could quote
a dozen lines from Shakespeare or’
Milton extempore, but none of
Thirukkural.

The Youth Congress most blat-
antly political struggle was the or-
ganization of the boycott to the
clections to the State Council in
1931. Thoygh ~opponents to the
idea of boycott in the North later
interpreted its motive as a protest
against the reduction of Tamil
representation under the Donough-
more Constitution, the Youth Con-
gress was never Communal. They
always stood against sectarian poli-
tics and the exploitation of com-
munal prejudices to win votes. The
real motive of the boycott was to
call for total independence, to_ the
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island. The fact that Jaffna alone
boycotted the elections substantiates
the fact that the radical youth of
Jaffna were one of the earliest in

.the island to call for Swaraj against

the British, and very much ahead
cf their times.

It is interesting that the Jaffna
youth enjoyed a head start on radi-
calism over the other communities,
that it was the Jaffna Youth Con-
gress that fried to pioneer the cre-
ation of similar organizations in
other parts of the island. It was
partly on the initiative of the Jaffna
Youth Congress that the All Ceylon
Youth Congress was formed in
Colombo in May 1931. The stature
of the Jaffna youth and their infi-
uence over the youth in the rest of
the island can be judged from
Philip Gunawardene’s lettter to the
press from London:

“I longed for the day when the
youth of Ceylon would take their
place by the side of the young men
and women of China, of India of
Indonesia, of Indo-Ching, of Korea
and even of the Philippine Islands
in the great struggles of a creative
revoluiion against = all the mighty
forces of old—age, sociul reaction
and imperialist oppression. During
the last few years the Jaffna Students
Congress was the only organization
in Ceylon that has been displaying
political intelligence.... Jaffna has
given the lead. They have jorced
their leaders to sound the bugle call
for the great struggle for frecdom—
for immediate and complete indepen-
dence from imperialist Britain, Will
the Sin.alese who alwagys display
supreme courage understand and
fall in line?”

COMMUNAL FLUTE

But with opposition mounting
against the boycott and the elders
deciding to seek election to the State
Council playing the communal flute,
the Youth Congress spluttered
slowly to a halt. It is important to
understand the causes for the wan-
ing of its influence in the mid
1930’s. As its membership was
drawn mainly from the educated
westernized middle classes, the
Youth Congress lacked active sup-
port from the wider masses. Its
class character alsolimited the scope
of its activism: with a white collar
job in the Government Service,
steady income, and social status the
members could not sincerely say
«“We have nothing to lose but our
chains.” The “boolishness” of its
members too tainted its activities,
The Congress being a liberal fringe
of the educated circles was good at
holding discussions and issuing de-
clarations on social disabilities and
cultural rights, but lacked a clear
programme of action and organiz-
ational strength to carry outa pro-
tracted physical struggle for its
claims.

(Continved on page 7)
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~ 3JV was a Prophet

And the demand for a fe-
deral constitution was a demand

that was intended to protect
the continued existence of the
Tamil nation within the frame-

work of a united Sri Lanka — a
Tamil nation which felt that its con-
tinued existence was endangered by
the actions of the ruling majo “ity.
Subsequent evenrs proved that the
perceptions of S. J. V. Chelvanaya-
kam were right. And the Thamil
Arasu Katchi was destined to play
a role in Sri Lanka, not dissimilar
to that of the DBravida Munetra
Kalagam in South India.

At the sametime, 1956 witnessed
the maturing of a Sinhala nationa-
lism, which led to the success of
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike’s Sri Lanka
Freedom Party at the poils. It was
a party which campaigned on the
basis of an appeal to Sinhala Bud-
dhist sentiment and with a promise
to make Sinhalese the official lan-
guage of the country ‘within 24
_hours.”

The success of the Dravida Mune-
tra Kalagam of Annadurai in South
India, the Thamil Arasu Katchi of
Chelvanayakam in Jaffna and the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party of Ban-
daranaike in Sinhala areas, represen-
ted not dissimilar stages in the orzga
nic growth of Tamil and Sinhala
nationalism in the Indian region.
It was a growth which was inter-
woven with the increasing economic
busdens cast on increasingly larger
sections of the electorate in eco-
nomies, which as late comers, had
to buy and sell in a global market
dominated by the ‘already’ develop-
ed countries of the world. As the
economic cake grew smaller in rel-
ation to population, the discrimin-
ation against the ‘minority’ increa-
sed, and as discrimingtion increas-
ed, a separate ‘identity’ took shape.
And, not surprisingly, the Dravida
Munetra Kalagam, the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party and to a lesser
extent, the Thamil Arasu Katchi,
felt the need to proclaim ‘socia-
lism’ as the economic panacea to
win electoral support.

SINHALA ONLY

One of the first acts of S.W.R.D.
‘Bandaranaike’s government in 1956,
was to enact that Sinhalese shall
be the sole official language. And
this was done although in 1944,
before independence, the legislature
had enacted that both Sinhala and
Tamil should be official languages.
The dcliberate ‘downgrading’ of the
Tamil language was perceived
by ‘many Tamils as 4 sym-

bolic insult — more than it
was also regarded as being intended
to eventuaily erase the separate
cultural identity of the Tamil nat-
ion in Sri Lanka. But the passing
of the Sinhala only Act was not
only a matter of sentiment. It served
to deprive thousands of Tamils of
employment in the public sector —
and more, importantly, open un
thousands of job opportunities for
Sinhala youth who did not have
the benefit of an English education.
And Tamil Members of Parliament
who staged a peaceful protest out-
side the premises of Parliament,
were set upon by Sinhala gcon
squads and assaulied, whilst the
police looked the other way. It was
the first but not the last organised
assault on the Tamils of Sri Lanka.

One year later, in 1957, after
prolonged discussions, the Sinhala
Prime Minister and the leader
of the Federal Party signed the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact

South of Sri Lanka were set up-
on by Sinhala goon squads in
‘retaliatory’ attacks. Tamil homes
were looted. The estimated death
toll in the riots of 1958 was of
the order of 1000.

¢ ..Passing cars and trains were
stopped by mobs and their occu-
pants batchered, houses were burat
with people inside and there was
widespread  looting  *’ (Walter
Schawarz: Tamils of Sri Lankaq,
Minorizy Rights Group 1983).

“ .Hundreds of porsons, pri-
marily Tamils, were kiiled in this
first episnde of communal violence.
Over 25,000 Tamil refugees were
relocated from Sinhalese arcas to
Tamil areas in the North., The
government was criticised for fail-
ing to declare a state of emer-
gency carly eanough...”  (Virginia
Leary: Eih ic Conflict and Vio-
lence in Sri Lanka-Report of a
Mission to Sri Lanka on pehalf

by

'N. Satyendra

on matters relating to the  colo-
nisation of the traditional home-
lands of the Tamil people, the
establishment of Regional Councils
in the North and East of Sri

Lanka and the use of the Tamil

language. But within weeks the
Sinhala leader unilaterally abro-
gated the agreement at the ‘request
of the Sinhala people’ and the
campdign against the agreement
was led by President Jayewardene,
who was then functioning as the
Leader of the Opposition and
who declared:

" “The time bhas some for the
whole Sinhala race which has ex-
isted for 2500 years, jealously
safeguarding their language and
religion, to fight without giving
any quarter o save their birth-
right...I will lead the Campaign...*”
(Ceylon Daily News: 13th Jyne
1957). <

.» GOONS ATTACK

And when, in the face of the
unilateral abrogation of the Ban-
daranaike — Chelvanayakam Pact,
the Federal Party sought to orza-
nise peaceful protest movements
in the North and East "against
the use of the Sinhala language
in the traditional homelands of
the Tamil people, thousands of
Tamils in  Colombo, Kandy,
Amparai and elsewhere in the

of the Interngtional Commission
of Jurists. July/August 1981).

The Federal Party recommen-
ced negotiations in 1960 with the
new Sinhala government, headed
by Mrs. Srimave  Bandaranaike,
which had been elected after
general elections following the
-assassination of S. W. R. D,
Bandaranaike in September 1959.
But the negotiations proved abo-
rtive and in April 1961 thousands
of Tamils petformed satyagraha
in Jaffna. They were sent upon
by the Sinhala Army and brutally
assaulted.

‘BATTLE OF JAFFNA’

“..Tue military, without any
warning and without informing the
satygrahis assembled at the Jaffna
Kachcheri that an emergency had
been declared, assaulted the men
mercilessly, bundled the women
(into trucks...the military also ven-
ted their wrath ‘on a large number
of push cycles and even on some
motor cars the army covered it-
self with glory when under the
cover of darkness and armed with
modern  weapons, it routed a
band of wunarmed satygrabis in
what wiil go down in history as
the ‘Battle of Jaffna ° Immedi-
ately the ‘Battle of Jaffpa’® was
over, the army proceeded to way-
lay and assault all And Sundry om

“ated and

the roads of Jaffna on the ground
that they were breaking a curfew
order, of which most. of them were
unaware...”  (Senator Nadesan:
Senate Hansard ?nd May 1961).

And an opposition Sinhala Mem-
ber of Parliament stated n Parli-

- ament in May 196¢: *‘This is not

a_question of an army man here
and there, afier liguor, indulging
in excess, No, there is some plan,
some burpose. There is an indi-
cation that they are going on  in-
struciions and preparing for some
trouble becaase the purpose of the
government in imposing an emer-
geney and allowing army and navy
personnel to behave in that fashion
is to intimidate. the Tamil mino-
rity in this country. That is the
fact. That is the purpose.”

In 1965,'yet another Sinhala

Prime Minister Dudiey Senanayake,
assumed office and once agaih the
Federal Party negotidted and
entered into an agreement which
undertook t0 give a measure” of
regional awonomy by establi-
shing District Councils but three
years later the Sinhala Prime
Minister reneged on his promise,
agam at the ‘request of the S:n-
hala people.” And in a ‘demo-
cracy’ in an unitary state, the will
of the permanent majority pre-
vailed.

The 1970 general elections saw
a new government installed in
power, hcaded this time once
again by Mrs, Srimavo Bandara-
naike. It was a government which
commanded an  unprecedented
majority of over 759 of the seats
in Parbament and immegiately
set up a Constituent assembly to
draft a new Constitution. The
Federal Party initially participated
in the deliberations and moved
resolutions intended to secure a
federal constitution for Sri Lanka.
But these resolutions were defe-
the paity thereupon
refused to take any further part
in the proceedings of the Const-
ituent Assembly.

LEGAL BREAK

The  Constituent Assembly
however, proceeded with its deli-
berations and in 1972 adopted a
new autochthonous constitution
which made a break in legal con-
tinuity and which  sought to
derive its legitimacy from the will
of the people as expressed by the
constituent assembly-a constituent
assembly which did not any lon-
ger have the representatives of the
Tamil people. The 1972 Con-
stitution was in no way the ex-
pression of the will of the Tamil
people.

(To e dontinded)
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Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

The article ‘“Antibiotics and Sri
Lanka™ Dr. T. Vinayagamoorthy in
the SATURDAY REVIEW of 9th
November 1985 is timely in view of
the indiscriminate use of antibiotics
and the resistant strains pf patho-
genic bacteria which are on the in-
crease.

No one can deny the benefits of
chemotherapy or antibiotics but at
the same time the dangers associ-
ated with their abuse or even their
correct use are not as widely ap-
preciated. The hazards of antibiotic
therapy can be classified into
those affecting the individual pat-
ient and those affecting the com-
munity. -

As regards the treatment of a
patient it is obvious that unless
he is suffering from an infection
caused by pathogenic bacteria that
is sensitive to an antibiotic, there
is no virtue initiating such specific
therapy. It has been reported that
probably not more than 10 percent
of the world’s production of anti-
biotics is put to proper use.

The pressures on the practitioner
by the patient or his relatives to
prescribe antibiotics .cannot justify
the use of drugs for disorders like
headache, toothache etc., where
they have no merit at all. However,
there are certain infections which
are caused only by one bacterial
species like erysipelas and syphilis
and if there is no doubt about the
chemical  diagnosis, antibiotic
therapy can be initiated as the causal
organisms are always sensitive to
certain agents.

The community may be subjected
to unnecessary additional risks when
antibiotic resistant strains evolve
and can spread from the source;
thus new cases of infection cannot
receive the benefits of treatment
with an antibiotic which otherwise
would have assisted recovery. The
community dengers are clearly seen
in regard to drug resistant strains
of Mycobacterium tuberculosis. The
incidence of strains resistant to one
or more of the therapeutically useful
anti-tuberculous drugs is high in
countries where laboratory control
of therapy is non-existent or limited.
Cases now occur where the drugs
normally used-streptomycin, PAS
and INAH- are of no value in treat-
ment since the strain is resistant
to all three. Hence alternative treat-
ment is resorted to with other anti-
biotics which may be more costly
and which may have greater side
effects. :

“The learned author makes a
statement (vide para 3) that ‘‘there
are neé training -courses for labora-
torytechnicians conducted either by
any of the Universities or medical
Institutions in Sri Lanka,” which
is damaging to the many Medical
Laboratory . Technologists in Sri

Saturday Review
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Lanka who have obtained the Certi-
ficate of Proficiency in the 1heory
and Practice of Medical Laboratory
Technology awarded by the Direc-
tor General of Health Services of
the Goverenment of Sri Lanka,
after following a 2 year course at
the School of Medical Laboratory
Techonology.

This school was inaugurated in
1960 with the collaboration of the
World Health Organisation (WHO)
and is in the premises of the Lady
Ridgeway Hospital, Colombo. Tra-
inee technicians are selected after
a competitive examination among
those who have the necessary
educational requirements.  The
course consists of one year of
Theory and Practice at the College
and one year of internship at the
major hospital laboratories in Col-
ombo and other specialised labo-
ratories. The Board of Examiners
for the Finals consists of Patho-
logists, Microbiologists and Chemi-
cal Pathologists. It must be ment-

He .never visited Sri Lanka and
saw the situation himself.
Iz South Africa the majority

African people are being harassed
and killed by the minority white
regime. Everything that happened
there was being reported in the
world media. But in Sri Lanka
the world media —radio, television
and newspaper reporters are not
allowed to visit the North and
East to find out for themselves
the happenings there. If anyone
tried to go North or East, he is
taken off the train or car for
questiozing.

In fact South Africa is follow-
ing Sri Lanka and lately it too
banned television reporting and
imposed a kind of censorship.
Therefore it is wrong to compare
Sri Lanka with South Africa. If
any compasison is needed one has
to go back to the time of Hitler
and Goebbels.

A Student of History

Karainagar

ioned that students from neighbou-
ring countries have received their
training here. I have written this
to put the record straight as the
readers may feel that all are un-
qualified and we have thus far been
let loose to examine the specimens
of an unsuspecting public and
churn out haphazard reports.

However 1 do agree with the
author when he says that ‘‘there
should be a control over the private
medical laboratories on the quality
of the work” which really means
to check the competency and the
bona-fides of the personnel who
are manning these laboratories.

George N. Niles
Medical Laboratory Techno-
logist, North Lanka Medical
College.
Jaffna

UNDER-STATEMENT

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

Reference NEWS BRIEFS ap-
pearing under the caption “‘Seri-
ous Concern’ of 26th October,
1985." "The allegation made by
the ‘opposition leader; Mr. John

Howard, in Australia in which
he likened “Sri Lanka’s racial
discrimination to that of South

Africa” is  an under—statement.

PITY THE G. S.

Editor

SATURDAY REVIEW

As a result of discrimination by
the Passport Department, mino-
rity races are being put to varl
ous inconveniences and the blame
falls on the Government.

How can a simple, unarmed
gramasevaka give 4 certificate of
character on Form GAM 3 to
every Tom, Dick and Harry in
his division who wants to get a
passport? Will he be safe, if he
refuses to do so?

In the Gramasevaka Certificate
of character in section 3 (A) there
is great confusion. It is men-
tioned in English as “whether the
applicant has been convicted in a
Court of Law”, whereasin Tamil
it is “whether the applicant has
been charged in Court of Law.”

Besides, on the reverse side of
the said certificate the Grama-
sevaka is compelled to report
all the adverse aspects of the
applicant from head to foot.
Who on earth will take such a
certificate if such adverse reports
are mentioned and issued by hand
to the person on the spot.

Some (Gramasevakas have been
assaulted by IRC passport appli-
cants wno wanted their bad ré-
cords to be omitted. If the Gra-
masevaka omits this information,
he will be in trouble with his
superiors.

23rd November 1985

The Department always sends
letters in Sinhala. In rural Tamil
areas there is none to read or
understand such letters.

It also insists on a
of Tamil certificates which is
against the Constitution of the
country, The Tamil language is a
national language now. Every
Tamil has the right to transact
business in Tamil. But it is not
fully implemented by communal-
minded officials.

When will the authorities do
something to clean up this mess?

Chundikuli A. R. R. Kumar

translation

STICKING-POINT
Editor

SATURDAY REVIEW

One of the chief sticking-points
in the negotiations on the ethnic
problem in Sri Lanka is the link-
ing of the Northern and Eastern
provinces. The Tamils are  asking
for it while the Sri Lankan Go-
vernment refuses to consider it.

It may not be generally known
that the Sri Lankan Government
nearly thirty years ago offered to
link the Northern and Eastern
provinces in the Bandaranaike-Che-
lvanayakam pact (BC pact) which
the Tamils accepted. Unfortunately
the Sri Lankan Prime Minister
yielded to pressure—pressures which
later resulted i his assassination.

The forces which opposed lin-
kage then are in power today. How
many more deaths must we see
before what was recognised nearly
thirty years ago by a Sri Lankan
government to be just is given?

Dr.R.W.C. Thambiah

Nallur

KASI’S COMPLAINT

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

Originally you published a 12
page SATURDAY REVIEW for
Rs. 3/- per issue. The pages were
reduced to 8 during the period
of censorship. The censorship
was removed some months ago but
you have not restored the 12 pages
but charge Rs. 3/- per issue. Why?
You must either publish a 12
page-issue or reduce the cost to
Rs 2/- per issue. Which do you
propose to do and when?

S. Kasinathan
Urumpirai
Note by Editor:
~Please bear with us. The pro-
duction cost of the S, R. is now
nearly Rs. 10/- a copy. News-
print prices have gone up seve-
ral times in the past two years;
so have other costs. We would
he very happy to give you not
a 12 page paper but a 24 page
paper at Rs. 3/- a copy—if only
we could. Why not drop in for a
chat?.
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Let those who have (ears be
prepared to shed them now at the
plight ot the pensioners, for judg-
ment has ‘fled to brutish beasts!
This could ‘well be the epitaph on
the tombstone of the pensioners

who = ‘perished’ on those tragic
payment days.
The joust of pensioners at the

Jaffna Port '‘Ramparts énded in
compléte rout of the pensioners
on buth scheduled payment dates
of the 16th and 17th November.
after a two-pronged attack by
both Kachcheri and Army official-
dom. This is how the story un-
folds itself,

From the early hours of the
morning there was a long queue
of patient pensioners at the Fort
barricades surrounded as it were by
the hawk-eyed sentries at the
watch-tower, armed to the hilt.

A so-called “communication gap’
between Kachcheri
officials resulted in the gates being
opencd around 900 2. m. At the
butt end of this tangle was the
poor pensioner, Pensions pay-
ments went on till about 12 noon

and Army.

Saturday Review
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PENSIONERS

when it was annouticed that the
Army was withdrawing its guards.
as they had kept an ‘all-night’ vigil
on.  account of the intermittent
blasts which had taken place the
night before and fhey were, there-
fore, ‘too tired’ to continue. So
they called it a day. The annou-
cement put the pensioners in com-
plete disarray, as some of them had
come from far off places and had
been baking in the hot sun for
more than 3 hours. ' The
official’s sop that payments would

be made the following day—I17th

cooled frayed tempers. But who
was bothered about frayed tempers?

The usual queue was there the
next day too but the Army Guird
was not provided. So the Bank
official .collected about 100 identity
cards of the pensioners in the
queue promising payments to them
the following day. The others
were told to wait for ‘further
announcements in the Press. Many

Bank

Pensioners ~ went empty-handed
and crest- fallen after a gillant
two-day wait in the hot sun, We

are not yet sure whether there
were any casualties by way of
heart-attacks and  sun-stroke.

Time alone will tell.

Who could understand the plight

of those pensioners? If the pension--

ers could put their tohguts on the
stones of those silent and dark
ramparts they could melt those
stones to tears and move them to
rise and mutiny at such callous
treatment meted out by the of-
ficialdom ‘immured in ivory towers’.

This two-day joust was not with
out its lighter side. The spirit of
old camaraderie and good samari-
tanism wais also seen. One could
see old frames frisking about with
stamps for the ‘old and infirm’.
They were young at hcart. One
longed for the ‘good old days’-

a draught , beer and a quick one

at . nvarest puu—so that one
could galvanise oneself into acti-
vity.

There were others who were
trying 10 worm themselves into the
Queue by smoking a pipe and pos-
ing off as-‘war veterans’ while yet
others traded on their past ‘office’
and smiled their way into the queue,
These tragi-comic days went off
with “‘pensions_sine die’, with_the
p:niofers p-aying that.if Gods won’t
aove, the Devils will? ’
Note by kditor:

According 10 information received
later, paymeats of pensions will be
made today 23rd November. In the
meantime we have received several
letters at this office op the ‘woes of
peusioners’, We are keeping our fin-
gers crossed hoping that it will not
be another Ragger Mitch’ between
the Army and Kicacheri officials
with the pensioners watching the
‘fun’ at the barricades, in the hot
sun!

TAMIL YOUTHS’ RADICAL METAMORPHOSIS

(Continued from page 4)

So after a decade of adventure
in radicalism, the Jaffng youth re-
treated again into his cosy cocoon,
his secure shell. Even the uprising
of Sinhalese youth in 1971 in the
South failed to disturb him from
his beoks and a-pelitical slumber.

But once again it was his educ-
ation that.rose behind his back to
break his shell, in a different form.
His successes in the educational
field and the resulting domination
of the professions earned the envy
of the majority  Sinhalese
middle with the Sinhalese clas-
ses vying for a greater share in
the small national cake of this tiny
underdeveloped country, gradually
discriminations in employment op-
portunities and University admis-
sions were introduced under the
guise of “redressing the balance,”
But with these regulations the Sin-
halese governments rubbed the
Tamil youth on the wrong side,
they rudely intruded into his cosy
educational cocoon.

Interestingly enough, the middle
class Tamil youth only retreated
furtheriintohis shell and intensified
the competition within his com-
munity for the few places still avai-
lable in the University and profes-
sions. The time-consuming game
of politics was safely left in the
hands of the parents while the
children went for tuitions. The child-
ren of the moneyed families could
ajso go-abroad for their education
and employment. It was only the
youth in the lower classes, who
were defeated in the rat race in their
own country ard had no prospect

of going abroad, who were prepar-
ed to take the bull by the horns.
FROM BOOKS TO GUNS

But what broke the shell com-
pletely and channelled the energies
of the Tamil youth from books
to guns were the political dcvelop-
ments since early 1970. The Tamil
political elders having been taken
on a jolly' ride of pacts and agre-
ements which were never honour-
ed by the successive governments,
and seeing the community in a
worse plight in the 1972 Republic-
an Constitution now intensified
their demands from Federalism to
the Right of Scif-detemination. Se-
eing the youth too getting impati-
ent by the delay in finding red-
ress to their grievances they
played on their emotions by pro-
mising them “Eelam. The youth
meanwhile became suspicious of
the merry-go-round of parliamen-
tary politics that their elders
were playing, where the communal
issue was only a convenient
slogan in the hands of bourgeois
politicians on both sides to earn
votes and seat themselves in the
parliamentary benches. They be-
gun to consider extra-parliament-
ary forms of struggle.

Meanwhile the Sri Lankan
security forces having tasted blood
during the JVP uprising now
turned their eyes on the youth of
the North and East. Under cover
of the emergency regulations of
the Srimavo government, they
arresied Tamil youth involved in
non-violent dcmocratic forms of
protests, detained them without
trial and carried out sadistic ex-
perinrents on their bodies. The form

of oppression too changed from
cultw gl and economic discriminat-
ions to “*State Terrorism” Since the
tragedy of the .LA.T.R. conference
in 1974 the Sinhalese se€urity forces
directly participated or indirectly
encouraged arson, logting; rape and
killing of Tamil civilians. With not
just his books but his very life
threatened, the Tamil youth was
naturally driven to extra-parliamen-
tary and armed forms of struggle.

It is interesting to compare the
differences with the Jaffna Youth
Congress to understand the progres-
sion in radicalism in the contem-
porary youth activism. Whereas
the earlier phenomenon was a trans-
planiation from the Indian soil. in
the form ot Gandhism, the present
awakening springs from the socio-
economic conditions of Sy Lanka
itself. The contemporary youth’s
conscious commitment to Marxist
socialism s also quite a difference
from the Youth Congress Gandhism
idealism with its attendaiit spiritual
and utopian connotations, Gandh-
ian non-violence too has been rejec-
ted by today’s youth as a viable
mode of struggle. The" fact that
the present youth movement con-
sists mainly of the lower classes
whereas the Youth Congress was
composed of educated westernized
bourgeoisie also creates further
differences. The present movement
is deeply rooted in the (deprived
and under-privileged) masses, has
a clear programme of action, boasts
of organizational strength, and is
not tainted with “the arms chair
politics”” that slightly coloured the
Youth Comgress.

Thanks to the increasingly ruth-
less repression by the security per-
sonnel, the Tamil youth’s cdn\}gir;
sion to radicalism ha. been neay
total. He once again inspires rese
pect from the progressives in the
south. He has almost completely
taken over the responsibility of
the political destiny of the Tamijl
Nation into his hands from his
sluggish elders. The change in
his personality is so revolutionary
that many cherished traditions of
the Tamils have beecn swept aside,
He has had to desert his home
as his struggle is_extra-legal. Hig
religious outlrok has been dimmed
by his cool Maurxist materialism.
Even girls have broken their con-
servalive chains to join the armed
groups.  We are witnessing the
creation of a rad.cally new culture
and a different set of values in
the very process of the struggle
ror liberation.

But the disruption of the ordi.
n?ry , le’y;:l " eXaniinations, rdﬁging
of Temple _property, kidnappi
of Tamil bus€ﬁ6§§ﬁjgﬁ‘fd‘r' razrll?s%%g,
certain unjustified summary execu.
tions of civilians—all this raise
the frightening question whether
this radicalism will only end
in anarachy, whether the new
culture will be only intcrmissive,
The image of a reckless idealistic
gun-toter looms menacingly. Byt
it is  hoped that when the
Tamil youth comes through thijs
fiery ordeal he will emerge re-
fined, balanced * with 3 healthy
synthesis of the dual strand; that
have characterized his Personality
through history.
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DRIVER'S WIDOW
APPEALS TO CMC

This is the text of a letter sent
to the ceasefire monitoring committee
by Mrs. Selvanayaki Kandasamy,
widow of Mr. B. Kandasamy who
was shot dead by the Security forces
at Elephant Pass:

I regret to bring to your notice
the following facts regarding the
shooting of my husband Balasingam
Kandasamy of 34/1, College Road,
Neeraviady, Jaffna.

On 18th November morning my
husband was driving an empty
lorry bearing No. 26 Sri 5881 with
a cleaner named Sriskantharajah
and another person named Subra-
maniam Kanagarajasingam along
Kandy Road, towards Puthu-
kudiyiruppu from Jaffna When the
lorry -approached  Elephant Pass
barrier, the lorry was halted by the
Police in front of the Army Camp.
The vehicle and the occupants were
thoroughly checked and allowed to
pass. The driver, my husband had
just started the lorry and when it
was on the move, he received gun-
shot injuries from bullets fired from
the Army Camp.

On noticing the lorry being halted
the Police on duty at the barrier
rushed towards the lorry and order-
ed the driver to remove the lorry
without delay. The cleaner Sris-
kantharajah thereupon pointed out
to the Police that the driver had
fallen down in his seat and was
lying in a pool of blood. When the
cleaner tried to awaken the driver,
he was found to be dead. There-
after the body of my husband was

removed to the Jaffna Hospital.
The eye-witnesses to- this incident
are the cleaner,Sriskantharajah and
the other person, Subramaniam
Kanakarajasingam.

I beg to bring to your notice that
I am a mother of seven children
five of whom are girls. Only one
daughter is married and my hus-
band was the sole bread-winner of
the family. Besides the income he
earned, I have no other means of
income.

I beg that drastic action be taken
against the offender. Please grant
me relief for the maintenance of
me and my family.

Mrs. S. Kandasamy

CHURCH WINS

The case filed by Mr. Richard
Karunairajan of  Sithankerny
against Bishop Ambalavanar and
the Vaddukoddai Church Com-
mittee was heard in the Court of
Appeal and their Lordships have

Review

Kandasamy Poonusamy (35) of
Pavatkulam, father of five children
ages ranging from five to fifteen
had this horrendous story to tell.
tle is now hospitalised and will not
be able to resume his normal life
for some time.

He speaks to the SATURDAY
REVIEW:

After certain incidents in our
village cn 14th August, the Secu-
rity Foréés who came to the area
took away three youths from the
neighbourhood. Their whereabouts
could not be traced. All the vil-
lagers including myself, wife and
children left Unit 2, Pavatkulam
for the Refugee Camp at Pampai-
madu.

At 8 am. on Ist November
when I was on my way from Pam-
paimadu to Vavuniya on a bicycle,
Army personnel who were at.Kal-
velikulam stopped me and took me
into the jungle.

In the jungle I was handed over
to another three soldiers in uniform
who were armed. The soldiers who
brought me left after removing
Rs. 95/ that was in my shirt poc-

recently delivered  judgement
stating that the judgement of
the learned District Judge of Mal-
lJakam Mr. M. D. Jesuratnam '
cannot be allowed to stand for
reasons given by them. The Pla-
intiff Mr. Richard Karunairajan’s
action has accordingly been dis-
missed with costs.

Mr. H. L. De Silva, President’s
Counsel with Mr. Leslic Bartlett
appeared for the Bishop and the
Church Committee at the Appeal.
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ket and ordering the other soldiers

{ to kill me. The language spoken

by the soldiers was Sinhala.

I was then stabbed by one of the

{ soldiers who was in the jungle with

a kris knife on the right side of my
-chest and I fell down.

Another soldier then placing one
of his booted feet and pressing me

{ to the ground cut mec on the nape

of my neck.

At this moment the soldiers who
brought me into the jungle returned
with a fifteen year old boy and
two of the three soldicrs who were
with me, left leaving one soldier
with me.

After speaking to the youth and
chasing him away the two soldiers
returned and pressed me with their
booted feet and on being hurt [
cried out. 1 was stabbed again on
the right side of my chest.

Blood gushed out of my injuries.
The soldiers then rolled me over
and left the place.

23rd Novrnber

Horror in
the jungle

They returned after a few minutes
and kicked me to see whether I was
alive.

I was almost lifeless; I could
not cry out. Talking amongst them-
selves that I was dead, they left
the place.

A few minutes after the soldiers
departed I heard someone cry out,
“Aiyo amma” twice a little further
away, but I do not know what
really happened.

[ then crawled a distance of
half-a-mile towards Kalvelikulam,
drank a little water from the pond
and rested. At this time a heli-
copter was hovering above and
I hid myself.

Later, [ went into a house at
4th mile postandremained there for
about 2 hours asit was raining.
The house was deserted.

On seeing me a dog started bark-
ing and a man from the neighb-
ourhood came there. He spoke to
me in Sinhala and ascertained all
that happened.

This Sinhalese man then summ-
oned the neighbours and with their
assistance, carried me about one
and a half miles in a make-shift
stretcher to the Mannar Road where
they put me into the Mail Bus
and requested them to drop me at
the Vavuniya Government Hospi-
tal.

Accordingly the Bus Conductor
had me admitted in the Vavuniya
Government Hospital at about 3-00
p.m.

On 3-11-1985 the Hospital aut-
horities had me transterred to the
General Hospital, Jaffna.

ET TU DAHA?

At the resumed Budget Debate in
Parliament on 19th November
Dr. Dahanayake. is reported to have
suggested the creation of ‘two Parlia-
ments for the North and East res-
pectively with two Chief Ministers.’
He is reported to nave further said
that the Tamil pcople should be
considered as the brethren of the
Sinhalese.
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