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forces and the

is on, in which the

CEASEFIRE!

As we go to press, there are indications that a
fre:h ceasefire may be between the Government’s
LTTE and talks resumed for a
negiotiated settlment of the ethnic conflict.

*The Island’’ of 20d December gave a hint of
this possibility. Much behind-the-scences
“New Saturday Review’ s
playing a modest role, as it had done consistently,
through the then Jaffna-based “Saturday Riview’’,
since 1984, to bring about an end to the bloody
mess that S;i Lanka has got into.

Both sides are now war weary. So is the country.
Watch out for the next issue of the “NSR” for
more information on the ongoing developments.
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Like during the regime of
former President J. R. Jaye-
wardene, the Nation is kept
in the dark by the present
President Premadasas Gov-
ernment of what is actually
happening in the North Fast.

The Colomb - based media
generally tout what is dished
out by official sources.

No journalist from the
Colombo based media bas so
tar done an in-depth investi-

. Jative piece about events in

*the North East. Sure, some
journalists have been taken
on conducted tours of the

~region but most of their

drivel.

One classic example was
when two senior journalists
from a Colombo based news-
paper was taken by the Army
to Jaffna. In their report
they said no damage had been
caused to the Church of Our
Lady of Refuge in the heart
of Jaffna town. They were
shown the front side of the
qhurch. But in the back side

y-ihere were gaping holes in
the Church and inside caused
by shellfire from armoured
cars.

I was a personal witness to
what happened.

Until the 1985 attack on
Anuradhapura the people in
the South who were led to
believe that the situation in
the North East was completely
under Government control
and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam was a none-
ntity, virtually a spent-force.

Regarding the Mankulam
incident, Opposition Leader
Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike,
head of the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party, had this to say in
Paridament on 29th Novem-
ber (according to the ‘‘Daily
News”” report the next day):

..happened, for it is only by

Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike
Leader of the opposition
said: I believe that I am
echoing the sentiments of
all members of this House
as well asthose of all other
parﬁotic citizens of all races,
creeds and political beliefs
when I say that the news of
the tragic deaths in action,
of over 100 of our young
soldiers at Mankulam. has
plunged me into the depths
of gloom.

All we can do, is to view
and examine this tragedy
with could objectivity, to
find out how and why it

~doing so that we can Sce
ensure that such a debacle
will not happen again.

This is the third major
debacle our army has had to
face since the renewed out-
break of hostilities in June
this year.

The first two were at
Kattaparichchan in June and
at Kokavil in July. Kokavil
was a camp with one com-
pany, while Mankulam, was
a camp with about haif a
battalion of soldiers.

The attack on the Manku-
lam cam p commenced at
about 2.00 a.m. on 23rd and
went on continuously till
about on 24th
when the camp was over-run
by the LTTE. Between 9.30
and 10.00 a.m. on 24th seve-
ral desperate radio messages
were sent by the besieged
troops at Mankulam begging
for air support and for heli-
copters to evacuate 70 sol-
diers who had been wounded
by then. Their pleas fell on
deaf ears. :

1.30 p. m.

On that day there were
11-12  helicopters available
for operations. Of those, 4
were stationed in Vavuniya,
2 at Batticaloa. The Presi=-

dent had returned ‘to Colo-
mbo in a transport aircraft.
What had happened at
Mankulam was that the
LTTE had occupied all
helicopter landing pads in
the area.

The Leader of the O, po-
sition should have verified
these facts before making
her statement in Parliament.
She had told him the prev-
ious day that he (Mr. Wic-
kramesinghe) was trying to
throw mud at her by raising
the HPT issue. Had not
what had been said (about
the helicopters) been an
attempt to throw. mud at
the President?

Whom are the people to
believe?

Neither, we would isay.

From our own investiga-
tions, both are wrong in
some respects.
limitations of space, we have
given only excerpts of their
speeches. The full reports
are in Hansard for anyone
who cares to read about the
worst debacle in Sri Lank's
post-independence military
history, werse than the deb-
ackle at the Jaffna Fort a
few weeks earlier,

Because of

,

We sav that the LTTE is
not invincible. They are
fighthing a losing battle.

We ask, who is financing
the LTTE and directing its
operations? it cannot be
Prabhakaran alone or his
close associates?

Fight on, brave soldiers,
fight on. We wish you luck.

State Defence Minister
Ranjan Wijeratne told Par-
liament on 29th Nofymber
that 117 of Mankulam con-
tingent had arrived at {_iwvun-
iya and more soldiers are
in the jungle.

S

Ti:ey l;éve been located
from the air, Mr. Wijeratne
said.

The Minister was replying
to a statement by Mirs.
Sirima Bandaranaike, Leader
of the Opposition, on Man-
kulam.

He had earlier said that
there were a total of 299
troops in the camp and that
273 of them had broken out
after being heavily outnum-
bered and outgunned by the
EaFT. E.

Speaking in Parliament
yesterday, he said that the
L. T T "E. - ‘threw* fdbout
800 to 1,000 fighters into
battle using mortars and
other heavy arms.

The Minmister also said
that there were 124,000, rou-
nds of ammunition in the
camp which had been furt-
ther supplied by air with
136,000 rounds.

There was sufficient airc-
over but rain and cloud
conditions hampered air
activity

Mr. Wijeratne also noted

_that the QOpposition Leader

made these statements in
Parliament when there were
reverses, But when the secu-
rity forces scored a victory,
there were no such state-
ments. They do this to get
political advantage and out
of jealousy, he said.

Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe
the Leader of the House,
said that reference had been
made to the President using
helicopters 1a st Saturday
(after soldiers at the Man-
kulam camp had broken out).

OUR APOLOGIES

This issue of the New
Saturday Review is a combi-
ned affair. We could not
bring out the September and
October issues due mainly

to financial, techmical and
staff constraints.

We appeal to liberal-min-
ded citizens to help keep
alive an independent paper
fighting for truth and the
basic and fundamental rights
of all the people of Sri Lanka.

Subscriptions are welcome
but these alone are not
sufficient to cover publi-
cation costs.

A few donations can help
us going. The annonimity
of the donors will be guran-
teed, if thy so wish.

With some push we can
tilt at pseudu - heroes who
claim to be saviours of the
nation, while sitting all the
time on the backs of the
people.

We believe you have got
the message. We believe it
would be a heathy response.

Thank You,
' The Editor.

Ho! Ho! Ha! Ha!

Former Indian Prime Min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi and
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Muthuvelu Karunanidhi
have charged each other for
supporting the LTTE.

Mr. Rajiv Gandhi told
Lok Shbha on 7th Novem-
ber that the State of Tamil
Nadu was under the influ-
ence of the LTTE.

Mr. Karunanidhi said
the next day that “It was
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi who gave
crores of rupees to the
LTTE to buy arms and
also gave them training in
camps located in Tamil
Nadu.” ‘Daliy Observer”
12th November.
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Lankans suspicious of Indians

By Seema Guha

(Seema Guha was, until
recently, ¢ The Times of
India’s” correspondent in
Colombo. This article was
published in the paper of
7th Octobers).

Sri Lankans, whether
Tamils or Sinhalese, are
naturally suspicious of Indi-
ans: More so of Indian
journalists, invariably asso-
ciated in Sri Lankan minds
as undercover agents work-
ing for RAW.

Indian journalists are bad
enough, but a woman corr-
esspondent from across the
Palk Straits, completely stu-
mps the average Sri Lankan.
Despite its proximity, very
little is known about indias
The general view of Indian

women, is of a timid, hel-
pless, uneducated female
clinging to a husband or
father for protection. Very
few know that side by side
with this, there is a growing
number of women profess-
ionals in every field. Lan.
ding up in Colombo as the
first
of an Indian paper in March
1988, at a time when anti-
Indian sentiments were at
their height, was revealing
Sri Lankans are accustomed

woman correspondent

to White women professio-
nals but find it difficult to
accept “Browns’’, whether
Indian or their own women,
as equals.

Except for a few well-
informed persons, many
othe;s could not, believe
that an Indian woman jour-
nalist had been sent to

The British Position

(The following communi-
cation, dated was received
from the British High
Commisinioner, Mr. D. A.S.
Glodstone)

*Since many of your rea-
ders may be unfamiliar with
the historical background to
the current crisis involving
Iraq and Kuwait, you may
find the enclosed summary
useful. It is inevitably wri-
tten from a British point of
view, but attempts to be
entirely objective. My coun-
try has of cource had a long-
standing - indeed unique -
involvement in the affairs of
the Gulf, but as the enclosed
note shows, the existence of
an independent Kuwait long
antedates that involvement
and the current crisis has
nothing to do with colo-
nialism.”’

ORIGINS OF THE STATE
OF KUWAIT (DOWLAT
AL-KUWAIT)

The port of Kuwaiti was
first established at the begin-
ning of the 18th century by a
nomadic tribe from the
interior. It developed as an
autonomous city - state on
territory adjacent to (but not
part of ) the Basra Velayet of
the Ottoman Empire follo-
wing the appointment in 1756

of a member of the Al Sabah
family as the first Sheikh.
Towards the end of the 19th
century, when the Ottoman
government attempted to
establish direct control over
Kuwait and Eastern Arabia,
Sheikh Abdullah Al Sabah
(1866 - 92) accepted the title
of Qaimmagam of the Qaza
of Kuwait in return for a
Turkish pledge that Kuwait
would retain administrative
autonomy.

1899 ANGLO - KUWAIT
AGREEMENT

In 1897 the then ruler of
Kuwait, Sheikh Mubarak
Al Sabah, fearing that the
Turks would not honour
their pledge, sought British
protection. His appeal was
initially refused, but in 1899
the British Government con-
cluded an agreement with
Kuwait. This bound the ruler
and his heirs and suceessors
not to receive any foreign
representative or cede any
of his territory without
Britain’s prior sanction. In
return the British Govern-
ment pledged its good offices
and suppori for the ruler.

ANGLO - TURKISH CON-
VENTION OF 1913

In July 1913 Britain and
the Ottoman government

recognis,cd_“,ngait——-—at —.an
autonomous Qadha of the
Ottoman Empire and acce-
pted that the Al Sabah
sheikhs shouid have full
administrative authority in
Kuwait proper and control
over tribes in a much wider
area. The agreement recog-
nised Britain’s special rela-
tionship with Kuwait. The
boundaries of Kuwait were
defincd as follows. Firsta
red line semi - circle with
Kuwait town at its centre
defined the area within
which the Sheikh would
exercise autonomy (this area
included Warba, Bubiyan
and Failaka Islands). Then
a wider boundary (2 green
line) defined the area withia
which the Sheikh would
collect tribal tithes and exer-
cise administrative functions.

The Convention was never
ratified  because the First
World War intervened, and
the status of Kuwait was fi-
nally resolved by the Treaty of
Lausanne in 1923. An Order
in Council of October 1925.
gave Britain extra-territorial
jurisdiction over non. Mus-
lims in Kuwaitand the British
Government thenceforth re-
garded Kuwait as an indepen-
dedt Arab State under British

(Contd. Page 3)

cover Sri Lanka. with very
few exceptions,women jour-
nalists in Sri Lanka, basi-
cally write on fashion, hair-
style, gardening and recipes.

There specualitons
galore about my assignment.

were

One of the nastier explan-
ation was that I had been
sent by the government of
India to entertain senior
IPKF officers in Jaffna and
Trincomalee. The more com-
monly held view was that

I was a “RAW”’ plant.

However once the initial
suspicions are shed, the
Sri Lankan takes you to
heart, and goes out of his
way to help.

During the height of the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP) campaign, and again
during President Premadasa’s
slanging match with Delhi
last year,
strong anti-Indian ifeelings
However, on a personal
level, this had no effect.
The Sinhalese remained uni-
formly friendly, not.  just
with me, but with all Indian
journalists in Colombo.

there were very

1 remember a pro-JVP
academic who came to mect
me and spent his time cur-
sing New Delhi’s “Big Bro-
ther” attitude towards Colo-

mbo. He was convinced that
India was hell bent on ann-
exing the Island’s North-East-
ern Province, and that the
IPKF would never leave-
Like other JVP sympathisersr
he regarded Indian expansi-
onism as the gravest threat
to the security of smaller
nations in the region After.
three hours of bitter haran—
guing, he cooled off. He
apologised for all the harsh
things he had said and pro-
mptly invited me to dinner
the following week, to meet
his wife and children. Ever
since he has remained a
good friend.

When the high commission
ordered all Indians living in
Sri Lanka to shift into hotels
for fear of JVP attacks, he
was among the numerous
Sinhalese who asked me to
come and spend a few days
with his family. Realising
that the JVP threat was
nothing more than bluster,
mainly to enhanmse its clout
for the benefit of the public
I did not move out of my
flat. Again, it was my Sin-
halese friends who called to
say that I should not take
unnecessary risks.

Militant young Buddhist
monks, and radical students
after addressing a virulently
anti-Indian Press conferen-
ce, would walk up and talk
to Indian journalist like the
best of fiiends. The students
were especially sweet, always
polite, totally inoffensive
and always assuring us that
they had nothing against us
personally.

All through the crisis last
July, when relations between
Delhi and Colombo had hit

an all-time low, Indian jou-

rnzlists continued to enjoy
the same access to senior
ministers, politicians and
army bigwigs. I could not
help wondering whether
Pakistani or Chinese Jour-
nalists, in Deihi
under similar circumstances,

working

when their army was oper-
ating in a part of our country,

would have had the same‘,ik,

access.,

While the Sinhalese are a
happy-go-lucky and a warm
and friendly people, the

their own problems with
India. The Jaffna Tamils
consider themselves superior
to everyone else. They look
down on the Eastern provi—
nce Tamils, and boast that
they speak the old classical
language, while in Tamil
Nadu the purity of the lan-
guage has been lost through
derivatives and modern usage.

Tamils all over Sri Lanka.
point out their close affinity
to India. But in characteristic
fashion, the Jaffna Tamil
blames everyone else for his
present plight. when the
1PKF was fighting the LTTE,
Indian Journalists were forc—
ed to waste long hours
listening to iecutres from the
public about how Delhi had
let them down Everywhere
it was the same old story
of how much worse the
Indian army was in comp-
arison to the Sri Lankan,

and how if India really
wished to help, it should

create an independent Tamil
Eelam.

A constant refrain was,
‘*Why are you people killing
our boys?’’ No one had a
good word for the number
of jawans Kkilled by the
Tigers The argument was
that India, being a nation
of 800 million, could afford
to lose a few hundreds,.
while a small nationality
like the Sri Lankan Tamils
could not take in such large
casulities.

J

~Tamils are_mueh more -seri=—="
ous, hard-working and have -
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The British Position

(Contd. from page 2)

protection, with boundaries
as agreed in 1913. Foreign
relations were conducted by
the British Government on
behalf of the ruler and with
his concurrence, but Kuwait
never became a Protectorate.

IRAQI/KUWAIT
RELATIONS

Under the Treaty of Lau-
sanne, Turkey, renounced
sovereignty over Mesopo-
tamia. A provisional Arab
Government had already
been set up in the area in
November 1920 and in
August 1921, the Emir Faisal
was elected King of Iraq.
Subsequently, Iraqi Govern-
ments attempted to challenge
the 1923 recognition of the
green line as the boundary
between Kuwait and Iraq.

JIn 1923 an Exchange of

Letters between Sheikh
Ahmad Al Sabah (1921 -50)
and the then Prime Minister
of Iraq, Muri Al Said, ineor-
porated a definition of the
Kuwait/Iraq boundary simi-
jar to the green line of
the 1913 Convention. Never-
theless in 1938 the Iraqi
Government claimed that
Kuwait should be incorpora-
ted into Iraq as the successor
to the Ottoman Empire in
the Basra Velayet. Negotia—-
tions were conducted between

- S

1955 and 1957 with a view to
reaching an agreement on
the frontier, Iraqi leases on

. areas of Kuwaiti territory and

water and oil pipelines, but
these collapsed in 1958 when
the Iraqi revolution brought
General Qassim to power.

TERMINATION OF THE
1899 ANGLO - KUWAIT
AGREEMENT

On 19 June 1961 an Ex-
change of Notes between the
British and Kuwait Govern-
ments provided for the ter-
mination of the 1899 Agree-
ment, but reaffirmed the
traditional friendship bet-
ween the two countries and
Britain’s readiness to - assist
Kuwait if requested. Six days
later Kuwait’s independence
was threatened when Gene-
ral Qassim publicly renewed
Irag’s claim to sovereignity
over Kuwait. The ruler
accordingly requested British
military assistance which was
promptly given. British
troops were replaced from
19 October 1961 by an Arab
League security force which
remained to protect Kuwait
against Iraqi claims until
1963.

TR S

IL

ARD-2

On 4 October 1960 Iraq
and Kuwait signed an Agreed
Minute which embodied
Iraqi recognition of Kuwait’s
sovereignityand independence
within the frontier defined
in the 1932 Exchange of
Letters. Although the Iraqi
Government which signed
the Minute was overthrown
in November that year, Irag’s
recognition of Kuwait stood
and relations  improved
on a practical level. Never-
theless Iraq continued to
refuse to demarcate the
frontier and when the Iraqi
Government did agree to
establish a joint frontier
commission, the first meeting
in March 1967 got no further
when Iraq demanded simply
that Kuwait cede Warba and
Bubiyan Islands.

On 2 August 1990 Iraq
invaded Kuwait, and claimed
to annex It. The United
Nations Security Council
promptly condemned the
invasion as a breach of
international peace and
security and demanded Iraq’s

immediate and uconditional
withdrawal (Resolution 660).
The Security Council imposed
mandatory sanctions (Reso-
lution 661) to enforee its
ruling.

Ranjan Fires his Guns

Mr. Ranjan Wijeratne,
State Minister for Defence
told Parliament yesterdayithat
a reversal is not an unco-
mmon factor in warfare.
When the forces make their
victories in North, he would
bring these also to the notice
of Parliament and then Mrs.

Sirima Bandaranayake, Lea- -

der of the Opposition could
extol them. He said the
President, he and the army
commander were in the battle
front.

Mr. Wijeratane was repl-
ying to a statement made
in Parliament by Mrs, Ban-
daranayake about what she
called the ¢debacle’” in
Mankulam. She also pleaded
that all the helicopte:s and
aircraft available should be
placed at the disposal of
the forces and not used by
VIP’s in the current situation.

The State Minister said
there were adequate men and
in Mankulam but
currently--visibility from the
air was obstructed by clouds
and rain. The

troops had to fight an LTTE
attack in heavy rain. He
had alrecady addressed the
media about the situation,

Major Daulugala who was
in command decided at one
stage of the attack to call
away the troops from the
camp. When they were lea-

ving for Vavuniya, the LTTE

followed them and attacked
and the army stopped and

fought killing six of them.

Some of the soldiers have
returned in batches. There
are more in the jungles
More information would be
available by this morning.

Mr. Wijeratne said: The
opposition should not-make
use of the occasion to make
incorrect propaganda. Only
three helicopters are assig-
ned for the use of the
President. He does not use
any other aircraft. All the
other helicopters are assigned
for the use of the forces.
There may be a few persons
in the army recruited during
the SLFP regime who may
be giving false information.

 There were other battles
like the one at Kiran where
the forces fought admirably
an enemy who had sophis-

ticated weapons and who
even resorted to the use of
chemicals. But we do not
give orders to the comma-
nders. We have allowed the
commanders to use their
intelligence. Of course there
are commanders and com-
manders, Temperament also
counts,

I emphasise
interference with them at
whatever level, politically or
administratively. But we give
them all support. You can
ask Major Dalugama. The
soldiers belong to all poli--
tical parties. But remember
we will turn the tide against
the terrorists. We shall give
it to them with compound
interst.

Everybody must have pati-
ence and look back on what
had happened to the JVP.
The story will be repeated
in the case of the LTTE.
They must also understand
the country did not have a
large navy to cover the
entire Palk Strait.

The LTTE hauled arms
from Tamil Nadu. But when
ten boats sink in we catch
six, :

In the name of the country
no one should think this is
the time to sling mud on
the government.

there is no.

UTHAYAN

BOMBED

The following is a from release issued by
NEW UTHAYAM PUBLICATIONS (Pvt) LTD.

Two Sri Lanka Air Force
bombers on 27th September
dropped three bombs and
fired four rocket targetting
the office building of the
«Uthayan’’ daily newspaper.

The air attack that started
about 12.30 in the afternoon
continued for about forty
minutes.

Three employees were hit
by splinters of bombs and
rockets. One of them, P.
Pathmanathan aged sixty
died on the spot. Another
employee Jeyanthan lost
his right hand below the
elbow joint. Kandappu,
third employee, sustained
minor leg injuries.

The bomb hit the two resi-
dential houses, adjacent to
the “Uthayan” office buil-
dings completely damaging
them. ;

Extensive damages have
been caused to the buildings
and machineries of the news-
paper establishment due to
this air attack.

New Uthayan Publica-
tions (Pvt.) Ltd., is the
publisher of the following

periodicals :
*UTHAYAN (Tamil daily)

*SANJEEVY,( (Illustrated
Tamil weekly).

*ARCHCHUNA (Student
monthly magazine).

*JOTHIDA JOTHY (Ast- .
rological monthly maga-
zine.)

P.S. The ‘Uthayam™ has
resumed publication.

RANSOM BY L.T.T.E.

The Eelam Peoples’ Demooratic Party has sent this
communication on the cause of refugee problems-

The_lorries that commute

from Colombo to the Jaffna
Peninsula are stpped at gun-
point by the L. T. T.-E.
terrorists at Pooneryn and
they are permitted to pro-
ceed only after a sum of
Rs. 15,000/= ‘is paid to
them as ransom.

Men and women in the
refugee camps at Viswamadu
and Puthukudiyrupu in the
Mullaithivu District are

are rounded up and forcibly

taken away by the LT.T.E.
carders for their fascist war,

The farmers in the Batti-
caloa District have been
compelled to desist from
transporting their paddy
after their own use shound
be handed over tb L.T.T.E.

hundred women and men
fromManapatty in the
District of Batticaloa have
been conscripted for comp-
ulsory’ military training by
the L.T.T.E. Those of them
refusing to join them are
severely punished and heavy
security is imposed to pre-
vent these people escaping
from the L. T. i. E. camps.
The L.T.T.E. cadres are
deployed to attack the secu-
rity forces stationed near
refugee camps in Batticaloa
and baving surreptionsly
attacked the forces giving the
impression that they are
livtng inside the refugee

camps, thereby compelling
the security forces to go into
the refugee camps, thereby
compelling the security forces
to go into the refugee camps
to check the presence of the
L.T.T.E., thereby compelling
the refugees to flee to the
junmgles. By this strategy
they planned to recruit men
and women fleeing to the
adjoining jungles could be
given military training.

This ruse of the L.T.T.E.
had some to light amongst
the refugees. Hence men
and women in batches of 50

to 100 are fleeing to Colom-
bo from the camps and jun-

gles of the Batticaloa District
and taken refuge in the refu-
gee camps in Colombo.

People are unable to live
in those places where the
L.T.T.E. rule prevails. This
had been proved beyond any
doubt by the fact when the

_ban to travel to Colombo

from the Jaffna Peninsula wes
lifted for three days by the
L.T.T.E. more than 25,000
people fled to Colombo,

N. Ramesh, Political Sec-
retary. Eelam People's
Democratic Party.
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SOCIAL SECURITY
FOR WHOM?

The plan to convert the existing employees’ Provi-

dent Fund

into an Employees’

Pension Scheme has

aromwsed misgivings and fears on many employees of the

public and private seetors.

We publish in full a memorandum on this matter
issued by the Ceylon Mercantile, Industrial and General

Workers Union.

We refer to the letter dated
23rd November 1989 (a copy
of which we enclose herewith
for your ready reference),
which we wrote to your
predecessor in office, who
was the Minister of Labour
and Social Welfare, setting
out our objections to the
enactment of the draft legi-
slation then put forward for
the establishment of an Emp-
loyees’ Pension Scheme (EPS)
in place of the existing
Employees’ Provident Eund
(EPF).

Subsequently, at a work-
shop inaugurated by the for-
mer Minister, Dr. Ranjith
Atapattu, our General Sec-
tary explained our objections
to the enactment of the pro-
posed legislation. World
Bank and ILO officials were
present on that occasion.
Further consultations appear
to have taken place between
the Labour Ministry and the
ILO in regard to the draft
legislation, thereafter.

In August this year, our
representatives attended a
discussion convened by the
Deputy Commissioner of
Labour (EPF), Mr. K. Wija-
yaratnam, at which two ILO
representatives, Mr. John
Carroll and Mrs. Ferrera,
spoke about certain aspects
of the proposed pension
scheme, including some
amendments to the draft
legislation that were under
contemplation to increase the
minium benefits to be pro-
vided under it. Following
that discussion, Mr. Carroll
met our Unpion representa-
tives separately, together
with Mr. Wijayaratnam, on
22nd August 1990. We dis~
cussed the comparative,
merits of the proposed EPS
and the existing EPF scheme,
Thereafter, at the request of
our General Secretary, Mr.
Carroll handed us a typewri-
tten set of questions and
answers with regard to the
conversion of the EPF to
EPF, on 19th September
1990.

On 4th October 1990, we
were invited to attend a dis-
cussion at the Labour Secre-
tariat on the following after-
noon by a representative of
your Ministry, in regard to
this matter. The Secretary

to your Ministry, Mr. Justin
Dias, presided at the meeting
that took place. The
Commissioner of Labour,
Mr. G. Weerakoon, and Mr.
Wijayaratnam as well as Mr,
Carroll were present. We
were then told that the mee-
ting was summoned at short
notice as Mr. Carroll was
leaving the Island,
and photocopies of
the questions and answers he
had given us previously were
handed out, in English to
the trade nnion representa-
tives present. on that occa-
sion, Mr. Justin Dias stated
that a number of amend-
ments to the draft legislation
were to be made, which he
explained briefly.

The President of the Cey-
lon Bank Employees’ Union
Employees’ Union (CBEU)
asked certain questions to
clarify some of the proposed
changes mentioned by Mr.
Justin Dias, stating that he
was not commenting on
them, but only seeking to
clarify them.

Our General Secretary
then stated that our Union
had sought clarification on
a number of matters with
regard to the conversion of
the existing EPF scheme to
the proposed EPS, in order
to find out whether the
change would be beneficial
to the millions of employees,
including tens of thousands
of our members, who are
presently covered by the EPF
scheme. He specifically sta-
ted that on all the informa-
tion given up to then, we
were not satisfied that the
change would be beneficial,
and that our General Coun-
cil, which is the governing
body of our Union was to
have a whole day discussion
on 17th October 1990, to
decide whether our Union
should consent to or oppose
the proposed conversion from
the EPF to the EPS, having
regard to the latest changes
proposed in regard to the
latter, that Mr. Dias had
explained. He requested that
the Ministry should furnish

all unions with the written

—proposals—of the Ministry,
‘not only in English, butin

Sinhala and Tamil, so that
the majority of the workers

who do not understand
English, including the mem-
bers of our General Council,
could know what was being
proposed and what benefits
they woutd derive from the
conversion of the EPF to the
EPS.

Our General Secretary
referred to the fact that one
of the ILO experts who had
a lengthy discussion with
him was Mr. K. Thompson,
Regional Advisor on Social
Security for Asia and the
Pacific. Our General Secre-
tary then read out the follo-
wing observations of Mr.
Thompson on ‘National
Provident Funds”, in a paper
that the latter had presented
to the ILO National Tripar-
tite Seminar in Sri Lanka‘
beld in November 1987,
titled <Survey of Social
Security in Developing Coun-
tries in Asia and the
Pacific.”’

‘“In fact there has been
discussion at times on the
desirability of converting
provident funds into pension
schemes, but this has occu-
red only outsids. the region,
in the Carribean and Seych-
elles. (Our emphasis) There
appears to bea widespread
satisfaction with the provi-
dent fund system, mainly
because of the well known
preference for lums - sum
payments... However, the
idea of annuities had been
taken up in some other
countries and the provident
funds in India adopted social
insurance principles for a
Family Pension Scheme
which was applied to all new
members from 1st March
1971 and voluntarily to the
existing contributors. The
scheme which is financed by
part of the provident fund
contributions and a govern-
ment contribution, pays sur-
vivors pensions for deaths in
service or a lump-sum grant
on retirement. These changes
demonstrate the adaptability
of the provident fundsystem,
whilst the recent introduction
of more national provident
funds further enhances their
role in social protection in
the region.” (Our emphasis).

Our General Secretary also
Secretary also stated that the
proposal to administer the
EPS by a Tripartite Board,
to be appointed by the Presi-
dent, even with trade union
representatives in it, would
not command our confidence
as to the proper and efficient
administration of the EPS
and investment of its funds;

whereas greater confidence
could be placed in the Mone-
tary Board that controls the
funds of the EPF, at present.

Besides the President of
the CBEU and our General
Secretary, other trade union
representatives present at the
discussion held on 5th Octo-
ber 1990 did not express any
views with regard to what
the Secretary to your Minis-
try had stated. We are also
not aware, up to now, of a
single trade union organisa-
tion that has signified its
consent *to the conversion
proposed by lyour Ministry:
In that context, our Generaj
Secretary whether the pro-
posed scheme would be for-
ced upon the workers, even
if the trade unions did not
consent to it. The Secretary
replied that if there was
opposition to the scheme
from the trade unions, that
it would not be introduced
compulsorily.

In the circumstances, we
were gravely perturbed to
read a report published under
a banner headline on the
front page of the ¢ Daily
News” of 13th October 1990,
that the Secretary, Mr. Justin
Dias, had announced that
the Pension Scheme had been
finalised by your Ministry,
and that it had <won the
approval of the trade
unions.”’ In the light of what
we have stated ahove, we
have stated above, we have
to declare that the statement
with regard to the trade
unions is completely in-
correct and misleading, at
least as far as our Union is
concerned.

The General Council of
our Union, representing
employees in various sectors
of employment and various
sectors of employment and
various categories of workers
both manual and non-man-
ual, met on 17th October
1990 and unnimously decided
that our Union could not
agree to the conversion of
the existing EPF to the pro-
posed EPS. This decision
was taken after careful con-
sideration of the information
sent to us officially by the
Deputy Commissioner of
Labour (EPF), consideration
of the linformation sent to us
officially by the Deputy
Commissioner of Labour
(EPF), consisting of a state-
ment entitled ¢*Social Security
Pension Scheme® and a state-
ment of the proposed chan-
ges to the draft Bill on So-
cial Security Benefits, which
the Secretary to your Minis—

try had explained at the mee-
ting held on 5th October
1990.

Our General Council deci=
ded to protest to you against
the statement made and pub-
lished by the Secretary to
your Ministry, Mr. Dias,
with reference to alleged
trade union approval of the
proposed pension scheme,
and also to notify the ILO
of the fact that ILO experts
have not satisfied us that it
would be in the best interests
of the workers of this coun-
try to accept the proposed
pension scheme in place of
the existing Employees’ Pro-
vident Fund.

In answer to the question :

‘“What percentage return on
their contribution will be
enjoyed by persons in the
EPS?, the Senior ILO Con-
sultant, Mr. Carroll, has
stated as follows: “This
question is not appropriate
when considering an insu-
rance rather than a isavings
scheme... Many members of
the EPS will receive fare
mere benefits than the sum
of their contributions; others
may receive less...’”’ In our
view, this is the crucial ques-
tion. The answer of Mr.
Carroli is not satisfactory.
It does not bring out the fact
that only -the -small propor-
tion of members of the ESS
who may suffer disability
before retirement, or such
dependents who may| qualify
under the conditions of the
EPS for survivor’s benefits,
may ultimately receive more
than what they would have
received in a lump sum. On
the other hand, the vast
majority of members, who
will live and work till normal
retirement at 55 or 60 years
of age will receive less than
what they would receive {from
the EPF, unless they ‘live
long beyond the life expec-
tancy of workers who jetire.

In any case, to say the
very least, the benefits of the
EPS as compared with those
of the EPF are debatable;
and there will be no means
of reversion to the EPE, once
the EPS is established in its
place. as the Government
proposes to do.

In the circumstances, our
Union is completely opposed
to compulsory insurance
under the proposed Social
Security Pensions Act of “all
employed people whe are
covered presently by the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Act,”” according to the offi-
cial statemenl, dated 11th
October 1590, sent to us by
the Deputy Commissioner of

(Contd. page 5)
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INFORM Informs..

The following is a situation report on the
War in the North - East sent by an organisation

styled INFORM based at

Avenue, Colombo 5:

The month of October
1990 started with a lullgin
the fighting in the North
of Sri Lanka. After the
Sri Lankan security forces
vacated the Jaffna Fort on
26th September, the LTTE

was reported to have moved
into the areas surrounding
the Fort and there were
sporadic skirmishes and
attacks on security encamp-
ments at Elephant Pass and
Vasavilan. There were also
reports of negotiations
between the ICRC and the
LTITE regarding the reopen=
ing of the Jaffna General
Hospital, with the ICRC
warning that any fresh
outbreak of fighting would
only render their task
impossible in the circums-
tances. In Jaffna, the LTTE
relaxed its stringent regu-
lations governing persons
who wished to leave the

peninsula; in the days
between 1st and 6th October,
a record number of 12,000
__persons_ weie. ieporicd .

have left Jaffna, takmg
advantage of this brief
breathing space. Thereafter
the LTTE tightened its grip
on the peninsula again.

-quarters that:

No. 5, Jayaratne

Many reports about the
assassination of many poli-
tical opponents of the LTTE
began reaching Colombo in
mid-October. It was estimated
that over 200 persyns had
been killed in this manner;
most of them were members
of the four smaller militant
groups - the National Libera-
tion Front of Tamil Eelam
(NLFT), People’s Liberation
Front of Tamil Eelam
(PLFT), a splinter group
of PLOTE called ‘Theepori’
and the Assembly for
Protecting Tamil People. A
poster was seen. hanging at
the LITE information head-
No enquiries
about NFLT, PFLT and
‘Theepori® are allowed. This
latest round of the LTTE
witch-hunt has triggered
anothcr exodus of over 1000
Tamil youths to Columbo.
Many -of them were Univer=
sity students.

On 17th October, Deepa-
vali day, a.holy day for

security forces launched a
major offensive-code-named
‘Operation Jayasakthi’-again-
st. the LTTE in Jaffna; the
ovbjective was to secure a

~=boats

Soclal Security for Whom?

(Contd. from Page 4)

Labour, Mr. K. Wijayarat-
nam. On the other hand, the
Deputy Commissioner has
confirmed the statement
made by the Secretary to
your Ministry, Mr. Justin
Dias, on 5th October 1990,
that <“those who are covered
by approved private provi-
dent funds’’ would not be
brought under the proposed
EPS compulsorily, and that
*‘any member who is in an
approved provident fund and
wants tojoin the pension
scheme would be given the
right to do so.”” 1t would be
invidious to deny the same
option to employees covered
under the Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund Act as well. -

We are aware that the
World Bank had made it a
condition of the grant of a
substantial loan to the Gove-
rnment earlier this year, that
the Government should
“grant its final approval to the
conversion of the EPF into
the EPS. We call upon jthe
Government to refrain from

pushing through the propo-
sen legislation, at the behesi
of the World Bank or other-
wise, without the consent of
trade unions like ours, that
are independent, democratic,
and representative of tens of
thousands of employees thro-
ughout the country.

The least that the;Gover-
ment should do is to permit
your Ministry to discuss the
changes announced on 5th

October by the Secretary to
your Ministsy and officially
communicated to our Union
and others by the Deputy
Commissioner of Labour on.
11th October, as well as our
objections and those of other
Uions that remain dissatis-
fied with the proposed chan-
ges, despite the assurances
riven by 1LO experts with

regard to the proposed legis-

lation, for which neither they
nor the World Bank would
be answerable.

large area surrounding the
Palaly Air Base and cleare
a passage form Palaly to
Kankesanthurai, where the
harbour would provide the
Navy with access to the
peninsula as well. Curfew
was declared in four AGA
divisions in Jaffna and
there was reported to be
heavy strafing of alleged
LTTE positions by air:
however, most reports agreed
that civilians had vacated
these areas prior to the
outbreak of fighting; there-
fore casualtie; were limited
to the security services and
the LTTE cadre for the
most part.

De:pite the onset of
torrential rains, Operation
Jayashakthi proved to be
very successful and by the
24th, the Ministry of Defence
announced that 10% of the
Jaffna peninsula was under
the control of the Sri Lankan
security forces, while a three
kilometre perimetre to the
Palaly Air Base had been
established between KKS
and Ppalaly, and the KKS
Cement Factory was in the
hands of the SL Army.
During this offensive there
were also many attacks on
aliegediy smuggliog
personnel, tuel, arms and
other suppl.es for the LTTE
from Souih India; many
boats were destroyed in
mid-sea, in this attempt to
sever the LTTE’s sea supply
lines; unfortunately, several
boats carrying refugees were
also said to have been des-
troyed in this process.
Reported casualties among
members of the armed forces
were 14, while Defence
Ministry sources alleged that
over 100 LTTErs had also
been killed. Following the

major success of the SL
army in this operation there
was another lull in the

fighting in the North at the
end of October 1990,

There were also many
reports that the LTTE was
engaged in a desperate battle
to recruit more cadres to
its 1anks; after months of
speculation regarding rifts
in the leadership of the
LTTE, Dr. Anton Balasing-
ham  and his wife Adele,
as well as ¢Yogi' made a
public appearance at a
meeting held by the LTTE
in Vadamarachchi on 4th
October to commemorate
the deaths o members of
the LITE who committed
mass suicide while in custody
of the SL army. A state-
ment issued in the name of
LTTE Jleader Prabhakaran
was read out at this meeting,
in which the LTTE'’s deci-

sion to continue iwith the
struggle was affirmed.

The situation in the East-
ern province continued to
grow more tense with several
security operations being
carried out in the first week
of October, in Mulaitivu,
Trincomalee and Amparai.

The total number of deaths
in the North and East during
this period of conflict from
11th June onwards was esti-
mated to be over 3000.

The Refugee Situation :
The LTTE threat to over

46,000 displaced persons
occupying refugee camps
around Batticaloa town

resulted in a massive evacu-
ation of these camps; the
Registrar of the Eastern
University, Dr. Sivalingam,
was abducted in the first
days of this evacuation; he
was released a few days
later, unharmed. The closure
of the large Vandaramoola,
Refugee Camp Zvhich had
been situated on b premises
of the Eastern = University
resulted in heavy over-
crowding of the few small
camps in Baltticaloa town,
while 1arge numbers of
refugees from Batticaloa also
moved to other camps in
other parts of the country,
including Colombo. Relief
workecs also noted with
distress that several thous-
ands of refugees had also
just fled into the jungles on
being asked to leave the
camps.

In early October, reports
put figures at the Madhu
refugee camp at 20,000 and

the Pesalai camp at 15,000;
it was also estimated that
there were approximately

15,000 persons also in the
Vavuniya camp. Figures from
Amparai District indicated
that there were over 27,000
Tamil refugees in the region,
while in Mulaitivu there
were said to be over 50,000
displaced persons. There was
a total of 700 refugee camps
island-wide by the end of
October, with the number of
displaced persons exceeding
one million.

There w ere continuing °

reports of arrests and addu-
ctions of youth from refugee
camps, particularly in the
Eastern Province; for exam-
ple, the whereabouts-of 73
youths abducted from the
Karaitiva camp in late June
are still not known.

Restoring ‘normalcy’ to
the North and East:

Transport in the North
and East continued to remain
continued to remain at a
very minimal level; in the
Eastern Province, tensions
between Muslims and Tamils
in areas where there was
heavy gecographical intea-
mingling of the two com-
munities meant that each
community had to undertake
long and convoluted detours
in order to avoid passing
through the other commu-
nit’s ‘territory’. Other com-
mon amenities, post and
banking facilities ?@erated
at a vary basic level while
most of the public health
and education facilities were
not in opeation; A minis-
terial team that visited Trin-
comalee after the President’s
trip there on 6th October
set in motion the proeess
of re-establishing a civilian
administration in the town!
members of an Opposition
delegation that toured the
Eastern province in the first
diys of October asked for
the setting up of an ‘interim’
administrative structure
while these problems were
being ironed out. A sour
note - in these proceedings
was the deployment of the
notorious ‘Special Task
Force’ (STF) for rehabilita-
tion work in the Trincomalee
District,

“Tami/-Muslim relations:

The relationship between
the Muslim and Tamil
communities continued to
deteriorate with many
meetings being held between
the political parties and
groups that represent these
two communilies in an
attempt to work out a
solution to the dispute re-
garding the merger of the
North-East Province and
the unit of devolution of
power to these areas. The
groups that participated in
these meetings  from the
Tamil community were the

EPRLF, ENDLF, TELO,
PLOTE, ACTC and the
TULF, while the SLML,

MULF and the SLMC re-
presented the Muslims.
Many Muslim groups propo
sed the formation of a
separate Provincial Council
within the merged North-
East province. This proposal
was not looked upon with
much favour by any of the
Tamil political parties or
groups, except the Al
Ceylon Tamil Congress.

The SLMC continued to
agitate for the recruitment
of more Muslims as Home
Guards while the state also
promised the Tamil groups
that 2000 Tamil Home Guards
would be recruited in the

(Contd. page 6)
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following weeks. This issue
continued to be one that
sharpened the conflict bet-
ween the two communities

Towards a Political
Solution :

. The President summoned
a meeting of all political
parties to discuss the question
of the North-East on 12th
October. However, the SLFP,
the BNP and the parties of
the five Party Alliance
decided not to participate
in such a meeting. Several
meetings of the All Party
Conference held in this
connection also failed to
come up with any resolution
to the problem, However,
by the end of October,
there seem to be some
optimism regarding the possi-
bility of working out some
solution agreeable to all
communities. The problems
created by the forced
evacuation of Muslims from
the North East however
succeeded in shelving these
discussions temporarily.

On 26th October came
reports from Amparai that
the LTTE had issued an
ultimatum to Muslims in
the area to vacate theil
homes; this was followed by
similar reports from Mannar
and Jaffna, where residents
said the LTTE toured the
area using crowd-hailers and
asking all Muslims to leave
the Districts within 48 hours.
Muslims were not permitted
to take more than a stipu-
lated sum of money - Rs.
<000 to Rs. 10,000 - and
possessions with them. In
Mannar, it was said that
many Tamils intervened on
behalf of the Muslims in
the area, wh o constitute
26.6% of the population of
the District. However, they
were able to obtain merely
a brief respite, with an
extension of the deadline
up to 2nd November.
Another exodus of displaced
people from the North and
East commenced-some esti-
mates placed the figure to
b e approximately 50,000
persons - with many horror
stories o f thousands of
people standing for over 24
hours on cold and rainy
beaches waiting desperately
for the boats that were to
take them away to safety.
Many old people, infants
and sick people were reported
to have died in the course
of this agonising trip, with
the worst off being those
who made the perilous 8 to
10 hour boat trip between
Mannar and Kalpitiya. -

The issue of Land :

There were also repeated
complaints from all commu-

nities of state-sponsored (or
at least connived - at)
encroachment of land by
members of other communi-
ties. In the hill country,
the CWC protested to
Minister of Plantation
Industries, R a njan Wije-
ratne, against a decision to
hand out land allotments in
the Haputale area to
Sinhalese villagers, totally
ignoring the needs and
demands for land of the
Tamil population of the
region; an agitation campaign
by over 10,000 workers
managed to bring this
injustice to a halt. There
was a similar charge levelled
at state authorities in
parcelling out land allot-
ments on the Palm Gardens
estate in Ratnapura. In the
Eastern province, there were
allegations made by Tamil
groups regarding settlement
of Sinhalese villagers on
lands previously occupied by
Tamils, particularly in and
around Trincomalee; at the
same time, there were
allegations made by some
Sinhalese group of attempts
to dismant’s certain Sinhala
settlements in the Eastern

Provinee. These incidents
continued to prove that
access to land remains a

key factor in the conflict
between the different ethnic
communities in the island.

The Indian factor :

T h e turbulent political
situation in India served to
minimise India’s role in the
settlement of the on-going
conflict in Sri Lanka to a
certain extent. The much-
awaited visit of Indian
Foreign Minister Gujral was
put off several times; there
was speculation that this
was partly due to the present
crisis in the Indian govern-
ment but also partly due to
the fact that while the Sri
Lankan state continued to
maintain that this meeting
would be to discuss bi-lateral
cooperation between the two
states, the Indian govern-
ment was also anxious to
put a discussion on the
future of the Indo-Lanka
Agreement on the agenda
for the discussions.

The security Situation
in general :

There was a heightening
of security arrangements in
the south following reports
of LTTE cadres filtering
into Colombo. There were
many reported arrests of
Tamil youth in Colombo
and in lodged complaints
that several of their body-
guards had been abducted
and appealed for enhanced
security. In the meanwhile

there continued to be spora-
dic events of vielence,
robbery and even killing
undertaken by the JVP,
particularly in the Southern
Province. Defence Ministry
sources also attributed two
bank robberies in the Colom-
bo District in the past
month to the JVP. At the
same time, there were many
reports of killings or dis-
appearances’ of suspected
JVPers, some of whom had
been released from detention
and rehabilitation centres,
particularly in the Central
and Southern Provinces.

Human Rights
Campaigning :

The Organisation of Fami-
lies of the Disappeared
continued to hold public
meetings and rallies through-
out the country. Mothers
for Human Rights in the
South also held several
meetings, and issued a press
release stating that they had
a record of 100,000 docu-
mented cases of disappear-
ances in their possession.
The Bar Association of Sri
Lanka echoed the plea of
thousands of these affected
families by calling for an
Independent Commission of
Inquiry into Disappearances
in Sri Lanka in the months
since January 1988.

The report of Amnesty
International and the ICRC
(for April/June 1990) which
were released in September
1990 reached Sri Lanka
during the month of October,
but very little media cover-
age was given to their
accounts of human rights
violations in the country.
On 14th October, it was
officially announced in New
York that the Civil Rights
Movement of Sri Lanka had
been jointly awarded the
Carter,- Menhil Prize for
outstanding work in the
field of human rights,
together with a Guatemalan
human rights organisation.

There were several
interesting occurences in
terms of the legal processes
in the country. Two Police-
men who had been implicated
in the abduction and killing
of journalist Richard de
Zoysa proceeded to file
claims for damages from
his mother alleging defa-
mation, while several of
those accused in the Parlia-
ment bombing case were
acquitted, but were immedia
tely re-arrested and detained
on Detention Orders issued
under Emergency Regu-
lations.

3)

During the monthly debate
in Parliament to extend the
State of Emergency, it was
reported that 13,000 suspect-
ed JVPers were being
detained by the State. Of
this number 3,000 have been
released todate. However it
is widely believed that these
youth are being hounded
and killed by ‘death squards’
and account for the recent
increase in the number of
dead bodies being found in
the Southern and Central
provipces.

The economy :

Concern regarding the
economic crisis continued
to grow, with a budget
deficit of Rs. 67,000 million
being feared. The meeting
of the Sri Lanka Aid
Consortium in Paris was
eagerly waited for; in the
days preceding this meeting,
the representative bodies of
the EEC countries in Sri
Lanka issued a statement
expressing their strong sup-
port for the Government’s
efforts to overcome the
‘terrorist threat’. On 27th
October, triumphantly
announced that the Aid
Consortium had pledged
1 Billion US dollars to Sri
Lanka, which was an increase
on the 870 million requested

by the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment. The World Bank too
released a statement saying
that Sri Lanka’s economy
had displayed ‘remarkable
resilience’ despite the poli-
tical situation in the country.

Outlook for
November 1990

Sri Lanka moves into
November 1990 with a more
secure position economically;
however, the problems
created by massive displace-
ment of persons numbering
over one million in the
North East alone, and the
disruption of the economic
processes remains a major
factor in determining the
path the economy will take
in the year to come. What-
ever attempts are being made
to provide relief and rehabi-
litation to the people
affected by the war continue
to be of minimum effect
in the context of continued
military operations and there
seems to be yet no concrete
solutions put forward to the
key issues of thq North-East

unit . of
the North
would meet

merger  and the
devolution for
and East that
with the approval of all
the political parties and
groups concerned.

-

SLBC

MAN

‘MISSING’

MIRIJE expresses its deep
concern regarding the aduc-
tion of Mr. K. Kugamoorthy
a programme producer of
the Tamijl service of the
Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation and a member
of the National Commitee
of the Movement for Inter
Racial Justice and Equality
(MIRJE), states a press
release inved by it.

The relase adds; Mr. Kﬁg—
amoorthy was returning from
work and was travelling on
his motor bicycle
down Jawatte Road on 6th
September about 5.30 p. m.
when unidentified persons
in a Mitsubishi jeep, bearing
number 9 SRI 9164, inclu-
ding one person in khaki

uniform, dragged him into
the jeep and sped away.
All attempts to locate Mr.
Kugamoorthy have so far
failed.

MIRJE appeals. to the
authorities concerned to take
whatever steps are necessary
to locate and guarantee the
safety of Mr. Kugamoorthy.
We also ask all organisa-
tions and ° individuals who
respect human and democ-
ratic rights to join us in
this appeal.

MIRJE also takes this
opportunity to urge the state
to take immediate and per-
tinent action to .prevent

such incidents in the future.
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ossad’s Connection

with Sri Lanka

By Mervyn de Silva

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment has Indian
officials of arming and-train-
ing the Tamils. It should
be accusing Mossad writes
Victor Ostrovsky whose baok,
«By Way of Deception’” bas
become a best-seller as emb-
arrassing to the Israeli auth-
orities as ‘‘Spycatcher’ was
to the British.

accused

On that particular point
of arming and training, the
Tigers, some of rival mili-

e groups, and Indian’s Rese-

arch and Analysis Wing
(RAW) should know best.

& While the Tigers have denied
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.{r, solicitor-general to look into
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Fthis and other

any Isracli help, President
Premadasa has asked his

disclosures
by Ostrovsky, RAW’s attit—
ude may be ambivalent. By
denying or downgrading
India’s covert role, Mr. Ost-

_rovsky  partiye.-€ '
RAW, the target of Sri Lan-

kan accusation, and neigh-
bourhood suspicion.

The diverting thought
apart, the eight pages on
Sri Lanka, offer quite a few
useful insights into Israeli
foreign policy thinking, and

. its steady focus on Asia,

% India in particular. They

X

seem to confirm the wisdom
of the post-independence

| Indian leadership in maintai-
ning low-level relations dip-

_lomatically while making
selective contacts at higher
levels whenever the mneed
arose.

INDIAN TEAM

Ostrovsky records his ext-
reme embarrassment when a
27-member Indian Swat team
was billeted in a camp close
to where the Sri Lankan
Tamils were housed. Since
he had to take the Indian
team each night for dinnefl
he was nervous that they
might bump into the Tamils
or the Sinhalese. The Swat
team must have been sent
to Israel after the Gandhi
assassination.

Delhi was quite angry
about the Israeli re-entry
into Sri Lanka. Relations
had been. suspended by Mis
Bandaranaike when Indira
Gandhi took up the issue
but the haughty patriarch
Mr. J. R. Jayawardene cut

her short. According to the
version that he has put on
record many times, he told
her he would close down
the Isracli interests section
in the US embassy in Colo-
mbo 24 hours after she shut
down the Israeli consulate
in Bombay.

Mr Rajiv Gandhi was so
persistent on this point that
he included a reference to
foreign military and intelli-
gence personnel in the ex-
change of letters that acco-
mpanied the July 1987 peace
accord. The relevance of
such presence, the two lead-
ers agreed, would be dicu-
ssed in the light of cordial
Indo-Sri Lankan relations. If
the matter never came up
and Sri Lanka did nothing
to change the status quo it
was because India failed to
fulfil its commitment to
disarm the Tigers. So it was
left to President Premadasa

for his own reasons, and
this inspite of a last-minute
intervention by Congressman
Solarz who flew into Colo-
mbo unexpectedly.

Mr Jayawardene stunned
his foreign minister, the
foreign office and the non-
aligned movement by supp-
orting the US on the inva-
sion of Grenada. It was his
turn to be shocked when
President Reagan turned
down his request for military
aid to help fight the Tigers.
But General Vernon Walters,
his roving ambassador and

the construction of a huge
VOA transmitting station,
broadcasting in national lan-
guages to South and Central
Asia . including the sensitive
Soviet Republics. The US
could even be rewarded with
some special facilities in
Trinco,

And now Ostrovsky says
that he was training both
Sri Lankan special forces and
Tamil Tigers. The Tamil
insurgency had to be kept
alive if Israel was to retain
the beach head it had regai-
ned in Colombo.

In an interview with “The
Island’’ in September 1984,
Mr. David Mathai, the first
head of the Israel interests
section, explained why Isreal
had said ‘yes’ from the start.
«Israel saw an opening sei-
zed the opportunity and got
a foothold.’’ Mr. Mathai was
in act echoing his dredece-
ssor, Mr Natanael Lorch, the
first Israeli consul-general
in Colombo. He was here,
when the 1956 and 1958 anti-

Tamil riots erupted. He
described those riots
as ‘pogrom s on

a “scale and with a brutality
which compares with the
worst in the annals of the
Jewish people.”” While Mr
Lorch welcomed Israel’s
return to Colombo, he criti-
cised the decision to help
Mc Jayawardene (i.e. the
Sinhalese) supress the Tamil
revolt.

former deputy chief Eye on India

of the CIA, had a solution
which was to leave it to the
Israelis handle it:

So Gen Walters flew in to
Colombo from Africa, Sri
Lanka's U S ambassador
Ernest Corea had already
moved into a five star hotle
— a fact that the foreign
ministry discovered much
later. Mr. Corea, a former
editor
side-kick was a political
appointee, Israel would esta-
blish an ‘Interests section’
in the US embassy the only
such American arrangement
in the world, and the costs
of US back-up support
would be borne by the spe-
cial fund for American invo-
lvement in ‘low - intensity
conflict’. The US would be
allowed to move ahead with

and' notorious ‘JR’ .

Mr Lorch is no ordinary
diplomat. He is Colonel
Natanal Lorch, author of
“The Edge and The Sword"’
the official history of the
Isracli army. He retired
recently as the Secretary-gen-
ral of the Knesset, the Israeli
parliament, and a highly pia-
ced official of the world
inter-parliamentary  union.
He wrote, ‘“‘any broadening
of Israel’sdiplomatic network
is welcome news not only
for its own sake but also as
a vehicle for contacts in
other fields - economic,
cultural etc. This is particu-
larly true in the Asian con-
tinent. We are perched on its
western rim, and- yet in the
wide belt between Israel and
Burma, there is a gaping dip-
lomatic vacuum, apart from
an embassy in Nepal, and the

toe-hold of a consulate in
Bombay.”

If Israel and Mossad had
their epe on India, what be-
tter way then to help the
Tigers and the Tamil move-
ment which have such exten-
sive contacts in southern
India, and evidently with
some other insurgent
groups.

Ostrovsky mentions money,
sex and ideology as the
recruiter’s bait. The Tamils
identify the Sinhala-
Buddhists as racists with
bogus theories of racial
superiority, and themselves
as the persecuted Jews in
search of a homeland. The
Sinhalese, the custodians of
“pure” Buddhism, have a

self-image ofa “chosen

people” surrounded by 60
million Tamils, in Sri Lanka
and South Indla, Mossad
instructors appear to have
conducted the dual exercise
without any sehizophrenic,
after-effect.

Reporoduced from *The
Times of India.”

U.S. Gongressmen’s concern
over human rights in

Sri Lanka

Washington, Oct. 29

Two leading members of
the Congress, Mr. Stephen
J. Solarz, Chairman of the
House Asia-Pacific Affairs
Committee, and Mr. Gus
Yatron, who heads the House
Sub-Committee on Human
Rights, have asked the Bush
administration to convey the
deep concerns of the
U. S. Congress over the
deterioration in human rights
situation in Sri Lanka to the
World Banks Aid Sri Lanka
Consortium which is meeting
in Paris next week to con-
sider fresh economic assist-
ance to the troubled country.

In a letter addressed to
Mr. Ronald W. Roskens,
Administrator of the U. S.
Agency for International
Development, the two Con-
gressmen urged that human
rights issues be given a high
priority during the meeting
of the consortium “As
you know,” said their letter
¢sthe members of the Con-
gress have long been con-
cerned about reports of
violations of human rightg

in Sri Lanka, including
killings and other abuses
aginst non-combatants in

the context of civil conflict.
political killings in the South,
disappearances, failure to
inform family members of
the arrest of suspected ins-
urgents, failure to adequately
investigate and bring prose-

cutions against those respo-

nsible for human rights
abuses, and failure to ensure
equitable distribution of hu-
manitarian relief supplies.”’

From R. Chakrapani

They said that the Sri Lan-
kan Government was cont-
ronting several terrorist
groups responsible for viol-
ations of human rights. But,
nonetheless, abuses by terr—
orist groups did not justify
abuses by the Sri Lankan
sccurity forces, and in mno
way diminished the impor-
tance of the Government
efforts to address the concerns
raised by the Congress.

Displaced persons: Nothing
that about one million
Sri Lankans were displaced
as a result of the conflict.
they asked the U.S. repr-
esentative at the donors
meeting to urge the Gover-
nment to do everything
possible that food and medi-
cal assistance reached the
people in urgent need.

Documents’ seizure: In
the letter, -the two Congr-
essmen also criticised the
the action of the Sri Lankan
Government in confiscating
human rights documents in
an obvious attempt to sup-
press information about the
human rights situation in the
country. “In particular, we
are disturbed by the reported
seizure on September 11 of
over 500 documents from
the human rights activist,
Mr. Mahindra Rajapakse,
who was planning to pressent
them to a meeting’® of the
United "Nations working gro-
up on disappearances in
Geneva.’*

(Contd. page 8)
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FOR A FREE PRESS

We publish  below an
Editorial of ¢The Island”
of 19th November 1990
which reflects journalistic
thinking on the proposed
Media Commission.

" The Press Council is to
be abolished and replaced
by a Media Commission
which would be appointed
by the President from a panel
of names of eminent persons
recommended by a nomina-
tions commission comprising
representatives of political
parties in proportion to the

share of representation in
parliament, Presidential
Adviser Mr. Bradman

Weerakoon announced last
week.

There will be no ‘tears
shed by journalists for the
eclipse of the Press Council,
The Press Council Law of
1973 under which it was set
up placed severe restrictions
on the freedom of the Press.
The relative degree of free-
dom enjoyed by the Press
is because Governments in
power have not always been
keen on strict enforcement
of the law. But these
restrictive provisions have
been made full use of when

Governments in power so
desired. Even the United
National Party which when
in the Opposition strongly
opposed the enactment of
the Press Council Law, when

in power, the leaders have
not hesitated to resort to
the draconian law. What is
equally lamentable is that
none of the other provisions
of the law such as ‘‘ensuring
the freedom of the Press’”
“improvement in methods of
recruitment, education, wel-
fare, training in journalism”,
“undertake research into the
use and needs of the Press”
have ever been considered
during the 16 year period
that followed the enactment
of the Law. In effect, while
the Press Council Law placed
restrictions on the freedom
of publication it did not
result in the promotion of
journalism or the welfare
journalists.

Thus, if a Media Commis-
sion is to replace the Press
Council what journalists
will look forward to is the
removal of the restrictions

B

U. S. Congressmen’s concern over
human rights in Sri Lanka

Contd. from page 7

The Sri [Lankan Tamil
lobbying groups in the U. S.
who were lying low for a
while, have now activated
their efforts to publicise the
atrocities committed by the
Sri Lankan security forces
on the Tamil community
and the Government’s app-
arent indifference to such
activities and failure to dis-
cipline the forces and bring
to book the oifenders.

Despite the pleas for
stopping international aid to
Sri Lanka made by human
rights activists, there has
been no drop in the quantum
of assistance received by
Sri Lanka. Barely two days
ago, the to Sri Lanka am-

unting to about $64 millions

in support of its economic

and structural adjustment
programmes.
Fresh appeals: This did

not deter the Bostonbased
Eelam Tamil Association of
America to send out fresh
appeals to the Governments
of the United States, Britain,

tance to Sri Lanka until the
Government effectively cur—
bed violation of humanrights
of the Tamil community by
its security forces.

The Boston Globe came
out with an editorial on
October 23 on what it des-
cribed as “Sri Lanka’s unno-
ticed war’’, It said the
Premadasa Government’s
efforts to extirpate the sep-
aratist Tigers was taking a
‘sheart-rending toll”” on the
civiian Tamils ¢‘Since Pre-
madasa cannot realistically
hope to liquidate the fana-
tical Tigers by  military
means, his campaign of state
terrn  against the -Tamil
population of the north eas-
tiern province amounts to
little more gratuit ancruelty
the paper said. The solution
to Sri1 Lanka’s ethnic civil
war could only be politic-
aldevol-Central Government
should offer a true cion in
ution of power in a new
federal Constitut while order
to maintain the unity of

~—France; annd—@ermﬁﬁy?&*‘mm

prime aid givers to Sri Lan-
ka. for stoping futher assis-

the prosecuted Tamlls a

measure of autonomy, it said.

which prominent UNPers
as opposition members ob-
jected to very strongly 16
years ago when the bill was
debated in the old Parlia-
ment by the sea.

A striking feature of the
proposed Media Commission
is the appointment of a
nominations committee from
political parties in proportion
to their share of represen-
tation in Parliament. At
the press conference chaired
by Mr. Bradman Weerakoon,
a very pertinent question
has been raised: Why bring
in representatives of political
parties and  eclipse the
involvement of journalists
in the commission? Mr.

Weerakoon had said that
there was nothing to prevent

a journalist from being

nominated. But if it was |
would be |
inevitable that the journalist !

to happen it
nominated will have to be
a favourite of one party or
the other. Certainly, the
recommendations of the
political parties is an
improvement from the
present system of nomi-
nation, by the incumbent
President to the press council.

Journalists, certainly do
not want to be at the
behest of any political party
whether it be the Govern-
ment or the opposition,
Thus, the Government should
consider obtaining the views
of journalists - not only from

journalists associations but
any journalist who wishes
to make his proposals—be-

| mission.

'establishing the mcdia com

While the cemposition
the commission is importan
the vital factor will be th
intention of the governmen
in setting up a media com-* £
mission. Will it result in
greater freedom Of the press
than what exists now? Wi
it actively help journ
and the profession of j
nalism? What we recom
to those behid the me
commision proposal is
read in the Hansard th
stirring rhetoric of promin
ent UNPers in the Opposi-
tion in March 1973 ,abou
what they consider a free®
Press should be and how
the Press Council Law would ™
stifle that freedom. If those T
noble sentiments are mad
into law, then Sri Lanka
will indeed have a truly
free Press.

HANDS OFF
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THE PRESS

Privatise the Media

So the effct Press Council
is to go, to be replaced by
a Media Commission shor-
tly.

We believe it is another
strategy to keep the Media
in rein because political
parties are to have a hand
in the selection of its mem-
bers while Media personnel
would have no say. They
have not been consulted on
the proposed changé over.

The Media, especially new-
spapers, become the darling
of politicians when they are
out of power; cnce installed
in office, most of them
use subtle methods to stra-
ngle critisim of their satanic
activities.

We remember how hard
the United National Party
then in the opposition fought

against the conversion of

the Associated Newspapers
~ of Ceylon Ltd. (Lake Nouse) Ja

into a public corporation,

in effect a State take over
and the establishment of a
Press council by Mrs Srim-
avo Bandaranake’s Govern-
ment in the early 1970s.

Mr. J. R. Jayewardene,
them leader of the Opposi-
tion, submitted through his
counsel that the establish-
ment of the councial would
go against the spirit of press
freedom.

Here is a quote from the
submissions made by his
counciel before the Consti-
tutional Court of Sri Lanka
proposing the establishment
of the Press Council Bill;

«“The Freedom of  the
Press is the essence of libe-
rty and this is the source
of all other liberties, if
this suppressed, restrained
or controlled, then the foun-
dation for autocracy is
laid. . . ;

The logical thing when
U. N. P

in 1977 was to have restored

L under Mr.
yewardene came to power

Lake House to private owei™
ship and abolished the Pr
Council. But this was n&
to be so.

Lake House publicati
to be mostly mouthpiect
of the ruling party desph
claims by its leaders thHy
they stood for a press.

The Press Council -ti '
not lived up to its expect
tations as a guardian o
press freedom. How coul
it when it is a wholly gov
‘ernment appointed body
with only one of its sev
members a journalist an
he, too, from a Government
-controlled newspaper, not °
a nominee of journalists

union?

True, the- counsel has
inquired into a number of |
complaints from the public
and politicions delivered
verdicts but it has take
little action against Colom-

bo-based newspapers while

“Sat\'irday Rev:ew” twice.
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