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Real Life situation
As Existed In 1961

Suddenly, Jaffna found that it had become
an isolated place, completely cut of t from the
rest of the world. With the postul services,
telegraphic and telephone commmunications fully
disorganised, with the train, bus and air services

(Continued on Page 6)

KOKKATTICI'I@LA MASSACRE‘
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The Presidential Commis-
sion appointed to inquire
into the Kokkatticholai mass-
acres of June 1991 has submit-
ted an interim report to the
Government.

It is learnt that the Com-
mission has held the Army
responsible for the massacre
of civilian Tamils in Kokkatti-
cholai. It is further learnt
that President Premadasa sub-

#i

M’ ﬂeless w 0f ufer

mirted the Report to the
Cabinet and the Government
of Sri Lanka proposes to
commit the involved army
personnel to stand trial before
nylnar) courts In the mean-
time it is“neporte

Joseph  Pararajasinga

Member of Parliament appo-

inted to represent the Batti-
caloa District from the TULF
list has asked for trial be-
fore the normal courts.

The vaernment of Sri
Lanka was compelled to
appoint a Presidential Com-
mission of Inqairy dueto the

adverse criticism made by the
International Community.

International Human Rights
Or amsatmm2 also condemned

The Aid Consortium Mzet-
ing of Donors to Sri Lanka
is scheduled to meet in Paris

'ARMY TERRORISATION
UNABATED.

News Reports from
Trincomalee indicate that the
Sri Lankan Armed Forces
are engaged in surrounding
Tamil villages, arresting
Tamils and keeping them
in communicado, and tortur-
ing them. A number of such

* incidents are reported from

the East.

One report says that 9
civilians were arrested at the
42ad colony in Mutur by
the Sri Lankan Army and
taken to the Army Camp
on January 22 Nothing is
known of the arrested pers-
ons. The report also says
that the persons concerned
were assaulted before they

SECURITY PERSONNEL
CREATE RUMBPUS

At Matara, an Exhibition
organised by the Citizens’
Committee with pamphlets
and photographs = depicting
Human Righ's Violations by
the State, was attacked and
disrupted by Security Person-
nel in the early hours of
Monday, 27th, January, 1992.

Armed men in civil, entered
the premises bv force and
destroyed the exhibits. which
had been displayed to enlig-
hten the public on violations
of human. rights.

Investigations  conducted
into military excesses - Or
violations of human rights
appeared to ‘have incensed
security personnel.

It may be recalled that
last week security personnel
were summoned to appear
before the Presidential Com-
mission of Inquiry investigat-
ing ircidents which [took
place at KOLkathL\Oldl in the
Batticaloa District in the

East of the Island. They
failed to appear before the
Commission and the only
officer who gave evidence
did not do so on Oath with
a view to avoid any cross -
examination by Counsel look-
ing after the interests of
those 'affected and the
deceased. This refusal to give
evidence on oath was stated
to be on legal advice.

69 Year Old
Civilian Shot
Dead

Kanagiah = Chitravel (69)
of Kadatkaraichenai in Mutur
was shot dead by the Sri
Lankan army.

The incident occured on
Suhday  January 26, at
Kadatkaraicheni, = according
to reports reaching Jaffna.

were taken by the Army to
their Camp.

The ' arrested persons are
Marimuthu ' Manickarasa (26)
Nagarasa Yogachandran (22)
Sinnathamby  Kanthasamy
(30) Saravanamuthu Ratnsasi-
ngham (24) Pakkiam Daya
(17) Sabapathipillai Eeswaran
(20j Chitravel Konasingham
(22) Thamotharam Ratnam
(34) and Kahkulty Vyramuthu
(40).

A

Musings of
Mr. Meddle

has

Dissanayake
lamented that if the Chinese
had come to Ceylon instead
of the Indians, now Thon=
daman will not be existing
in Ceylon.

Gamini

1 wonder 'if Vijaya’s
<Kallathoni’ had not arrived
in the shores of this Island
whether Gamini Dissanayake
would be exlstmg today in
Ceylon.

on February 7 and Presiden—
tial Adviser on International
Affairs 1r. Bradman Weera-
kone promised that  the
Report of the Presidential
Commission would be pu-
blished before the end of
January this year. But what

has now been released is an

im_ report, which it is

understood holds army per-

'sonnel responsible for the
massacre,
Another Presid:ntial Com-

~.mission, appointed to inquire
and report into the incident

where the Sri Lankan Air
Force was involved in the
attack on the MSF (an Inter-
national Humanitarian Orga-
nisation) came out with a
report absolving the Air
Force from guilt and the
MSF termed the Report of

t Commission as an ‘eye- '

wash’,

. Since the Sri Lankan Gove-
roment’s flagrant violation of
human rights had come in
for severe criticism from
international agencies and the
Aid Consortium countries had
twwe postponed their meet-

' “cross-fire’

ipgs without making deci-
sions, the news release of

Government on *the basis of
the Interim Report of the
Presidential Commission on
the advice of the Presiden-
tial  Adviser on International
Affairs is seen as a desperate
attempt by the Government

 of Sri Lanka to retrieve its

badly shattered image in the
world.

It is understood that the
. Commission has r-jected the
story of cmlnan death being
caused by being caught in
and has referred
to 67 Tamil civiiians being
deliberately killed by army
| excesses. Independent sources
‘also claim that the actual
number of deaths is more
than 67.

Political sources say that
news release by the Govern-
ment on the advice of the
Presidential Adviser on Inter-
‘national Affairs is to secure
financial aid from foreign

'donors and nothing mean-

.ingful will be done to punish
'the guilty.

[IEAVY AERIAL ATTACK IN

VAVUAIA

Reports from Vavunia state
that three Sri Lankan Air
Force bombers and a heli-
copter launched heavy attack
from the air at Panrikkeitha-
kulam in the Vavunia District.

Apart from bombs being
dropped from the bombers

rocket attacks were made
from the helicopter. The

bombing ‘and rocket attacks
according to the reports were
intense. |

A number of houses in

‘the area are reported damaged.
‘Two houses
completely damaged.

are reported

The attack took place on

'Tuesday, January 28, mprn-
'ing.

Tamils’ Woes will be Presented
to U. N. - Assures Canadian M. P.

A Canadian Member of
Parliament and member of a
Human Rights group is re-
ported to have consoled some
Eelam Tamils in Batticaloa
saying that he would bring
to the notice of the UN
Human Rights Commission
the trials and tribulations of
the people of Batticaloa.

A group of Canadians who
came to the lsland also
visited Batticaloa - though
not Jaffna.

The reports in connectlon
with the views expressed by
the Canadian group indicate
‘that the team had expressed
dissatisfaction = with the Sri-
Lankan Governmeat’s hand
ling of the Northeast war and
problem,
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.and a
. residential houses. A
_ bumber of people escaped .

. of & sprech made by the
leained Rev. Father A.Singa-

~ to a discussign we had i
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CHlNA BAY EXPLOSl—' AN A@? @ngag?m =

A STRANGE CO- INCIDENCE

Dpar Sir, = i

The Sri Lanka Air! torce !
p}gnesbx.rhdulged in the carpet
bombing of  Valvettiturai
from 20th to 23rd January,

in the midst ofgsuch; intense
1991 for four days and bombipg {Only ten | people
_nights The whole town was Were killed) was attributed
destroyed in this dastardly to Providential ilelp of the

attack. The places severely deltres by mkmg mimy of
~ damaged included | the Famous

the ulusts on {the ' temple

“Sivan and Amman  Tem- bui ldmgs themselves. |

ples aud the Church in
addition to other Temples in
the town, schools, markets
large number of
A large

‘People wondhred ‘as to

selves 'have kept’ aloof and
a!lowed the people to suffer

deatn parroyly and miracul- - the geuocnd 1 attacks;of the

, ously and the low dca’h tofl racist Sinhala doveuiment.
e | ©

The Bditor | 7Tn the csurse °f my talk I

Hbk Spsing: | mentjoned thagt married

chlldrun visit theii’ parents to

While reading the feport pay their re pects and recieve

ved a number of| post cards
‘and a gew letters cougratu-
lata-g me on my talk, with
puinted refererce to my meg-

_rayer at the Seminar on
“the plight of the elders  to-
day my memory flew |back

our meptal Hezlth class in

; e child-en to their parents..This
&5 ‘American  University, on = i ¥

clearly ird ecates the anxiety

:?;: mt}n;l;l dh::a‘:ho off ;ht _parents have about | their
gl iseuspion Leuts = iy o ore Tove and affection

‘ercd round this: Should the Yo them.

elders be kept in Homes

with all the modern facilztxcs China Fown is p'rt of New

or with their _children | The'

dlse}xS!mn vmualiy turned that thdire are vdryiew Cri-
out to be one between the. minal d:linqusnts| in China
Eastern s.wderts and | thel Town and thcnumbar ofielders
American s:udent_s Fhers mentally ill is negligtbls. The
were  two studenis  from, reason for itis that, even
India, and one each from though | they ha%e hvcd in
Thailand, Formosa, Nepal America for generations, they

and Ceylon. All the foreign.
nudmt.s exce;bt frbm Nepal
and Ceyl:n were Medical
Officers. Vnnous areuments;
were  put forw.zrfi by the.
Amér.c:in studcnts ia auﬁpmt
of exclusive homes for e!ders
and ‘counter atguménts were
raised by th¢ Eastern stu-|
dents. To cut a long story'
shoit, we wop the debate,

contiau to f)i'o»v
easterr way |Of Mg, = _
was pointed aut by our pro-
fessor sfer {our i class dis-
cussion, which really, turned
outto b a débaie.

when our pro essdr fibally. T
gave his verdict. He said that : i
the essiern sysiem lof elders pear 5
lxvmg with their ch Joren was ﬁ | :
beiter than the Arerican.  During the recent PﬁS‘
Homes for the & ged (lbey: p» ymer& Government

arg not charitable astitutions
as in our couglry) Ihey are
fuliy equipped with all the
modern cgnvenfcnces and. oc-
gupants have to pay  for ti.eir
food and - lodgmg However‘ to draw their pensmns. It
they lack one important factor = 18- sxgmﬁcant that in. the
and this"is the LOVE and —fecent— - past— payment _of
aﬁeapon. Lack of affecuon. _pensions  has ot been made
in_children, leads to two ex- on the due dates thhs causmg

tremes -'Fight or- Fixght They
sithar Bt 4 Saclety " severe haxdshlps to p,nSﬁ)ners

shun it. In the efdm. lackQ
of cffection causes menta%
illnesses, = ' E

Pe-sioners hm. bten sub_]ect
to long delays to  the ex ent
that durmg 1991 fPens:oners
- had even to wait: two months

and thei: dcpundanur:*

Whan }acuon as bsen
| taken: to. makef prpmpt

khew Bow ﬁq)me American ’ paymmta of m')mh]y sajaries
perents are ysarning for the to state emplay&sm Jatfoa,
Igve and aifection of their | why-is ﬁhat similar ﬂ@ 1on
children. I was asked to ad- has not been takeh to | pay

dress a Church cor grcgatxon monthly penswns on the due

on "Chnstmas in Ceylon.” dates?

tal, after alll

the parents’ blessings. I receie

tioning about the visit of the ©

York city. It has gbecn’feund*

thur

Dela yed Montﬁlv’

Pens1ons

The explosion at the C‘nna bk ot

Bay Air Force Base at Trinco- | . q ali the armed forces
| camps

| You are

males took place exactly one
yeat later on 2lst . Jaguary,

1992. Now the talk of ‘the

town is that the date isnot a
mere coincidence and that

the cxplosmn is not iaccxden—
!

~ People wonder whether the

,planes destroved and the Air
‘pnlots killed were thOSe who
why DOMr?ul deities, them=_ ¢gok" part in the dastardly

- bombing of Valvettiturai.

; £l ‘ S. Selyarsjah

i

{’aivet}titu rit!

<

Respect to the elders is
mothmg new. evea to the west.
{ was 'standing in a crowded
town bus in London. An oid

ady got io at | bus halt. An e}d-
erly lady who was seared got
up to give her seat to this e‘d
lady Then, the lady who got
in said, *please sit down. T
10 stand” and added “aga
a. matter of fact, you are
eld=r> What does this con-
vusauon mdlca.te? e

1 Our own culturc gwes
‘pride of place to parents, tea-
ers, priests and ‘ELDERS. .
Lit us not make the mistake
some o‘hers have made and
are regretting it Let us in-
culcate the correct values
in, our children in an accept-
able way. There are ways
and means of doing it. Qae
of them is, as Clair Tarner

puts it, DIFFER GRACIO-

'S Ponnampalam

“Nimalaham”’
Kgrayeddt. e

<

q |

Several represematmns have

been made to the Government .

Agent, Jaffna and con}'erencgs
held with-him by various
Pensioners’ Aslocnatmﬂs. yet
delay in payment of pcmxons
continuel. —

It ir “hoped tiiat the
authorities _ ‘concernzd  will
take meaningful f_‘_agtwn to
iron out their-problems and
ensure payments_Of pensioiis

on’ths due ‘dates at least-
in"the “New " Year so - that
the hardshrps of=! pemlonerl =
coti‘ld be eased By way . of -

example it may ' be cited
tbs;_the Pensions of January,
1992 have not yet been paid,
although the month of
January s ending.

_; Y’Frust(rated‘ Pensionef =

| Dear Sir,

| who have been

Jro e Weawill :‘win our rights

' 3 So you claim evaywhere'

World have you heard priests
going about blessing the
armed  forces to kil their

I heard over the SLBC
that some Buddhists priests
by plane ' and
world except in  Sri Lanka
which is unique - Nat gvea
in darkest Atrica.

The day after the blessings
of the pnests anci! they had
left, we heard over A.I. R.,
B B, C. and Veritas that 20
soldiers had died at Trincom-
alee and

aod  blessed them.
aware, we are
aware and the prissts' are
aware that 90% of those
killed | and
lwhose propertics were dam- |
aged, bhave been Tamils. So,
in uah;r W ord.»t these priests
{have blessed the armed forces

to carry on iregardless to | dump had exploded Kkilling

kill more Taniils. Since “the | 40 'air force mea and injured
lGovernmt?nt has provided gyer 60 (it does not give
them with fransport, this yus picasure) but even the

‘trip has met the approval of Geds are angered, when

the President, Cabinet! of | priests 'deviate from their
Ministers and other UNP | accepted roles. !
‘members of parhamem Since The explosionx at the

no Opposmon MP’s have _China B?y Air Fm-ce §b889
raised any objection, 1 b-lieve and the bombing | of Point
_ they gave their tacit appraval. .= P:dro en 21-1-92 took place
So it is appafent that the almost simuitaneou:ly. Could
representatives of the Sin- = the explosion at China Bay
halese have approvud the | Air Force base bq an. Act
blessings of the priests. ’ So o bod ? '

what! justice can you expect?- | s AR Rajan
P wh: ugoﬂver' Meefalal b=

NO ::g‘g

MikJ Gals wpon i to put
Eorward Political Scheme

' The Movement for Inter mittee to arrive at a con-
Recial Justice and Fquality 'ceasus resoiution of thé¥
qMIRJE) has calied upon the  mational queguon though
Government of S+i Lanka to People may ' expeet these

bodies to come. out with
such! a resolution. Experience
thas taught us that lhe natioaal
questlon ann#t ba, resolved
by such pro"edures.

put forwa-d a phlitical scheme
for the [esolunon of the
national qwe&txom and canvass
support for it '‘amongst the
Tamils.
| : s j : it 'is therefore ncccssary for
. The MIRJE in its state- the government put for-
ment has fur Hcr swd that ‘ward a polmdal sl:heme of

Al Party| Con 3
I}}c Pa(li:mauiary Select Cum-

.And live merry hay! = |

Oh, the PV of Indial | | |

The Gulliv-r of "' . : a

South |East Asia,

i So you presume ‘ 2 i |
The ardent supporter | |

_Of human rights, |

i You pratse‘and respect ‘ |
From Gandhiji to Mandela; 3 i |
. But you have no. | :
L Atom of s)mparhy on our
Tamil Eelam struggle.
You tried your best, = |
“With your iron fist ! =
“To crush our struggle ' ! S
= And mzserably Sfailed.
| We never asked for. your ‘rice’,
We wanted ‘you to support our “rige’
.Against the \violations of humm rights
In this| tiny Island - 5
Of nasty Sinhala regime.
.. But we are thznkful to you,
—~For your military mterventzon, |
As our siruggle, ' ‘
Kaowingly or unknowingly mtematzonahsed.
We all take a *pledge’
On this Human R:glns Day
/md live merry hay.

- Maﬁian Bhatto ~

own pzople. Nowhere in the

that at an Air _
Force base an ammunition <

W !

= na own and canvass support
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and Sin alesé
. livin in§ this
Islpnd for more than 250(]
,years Ho ever, there l§
evidence thaf thefe Was a
Talmll ng m encomnass-
“ing the prepent No?@hem,{
“Eastern and | parts of NoriH
“western | | and {Southern Provi-
“nees  around the year 150
*A.ID. Accordmgly,‘ther were
‘two nations jof differest re-
hglons ]angqages land ?\ann-‘
‘ers. ‘It was 1833, the
Wwhole Islandl was brought‘
sinder -a single rule by an
‘imperial fiat of the British.|
*When grantiqg independence

in

#in | 1948, the British | also
prohibited dls¢r1muttlon%
agdinst ethni¢ and religious
groups. ‘ ‘
{ {
Sibhals :oldnizltion!
of Tamil homeland.

. -A major Irrjgatioh Scheme, |
thel 'Galoya 3cheme, was for-
_med in | Batficaloa District
-where thal se were settled, |
“carying a n istrict  of |
.Amp.rai Similarly a Sinhalese
settlement formc}l’

form a new
;.:atc:;, Scruwild.

|

T citize izatlon Lnd

Dis-enfrarchisament of
Plaptation 'i"an‘hils E i
The Ceyl mzw)shlp

Act| of 1949 nd the Céylon |

Amendment
ndered the P ntation
stateless | andi votgless |

Tdmils

ct off 194% re-
for

l

lect‘ ns) |

Whom the British xf';ulers§ ave |

the rights. Thus t& mil |
representationin the Parlia-
ment was reduced by almost |
509 in the su bsequ%ent elect-
ions.

Sinhala O

{
i
i

ly |

The major Blow against the |

Taniils was tHe introdudtion
of ‘Sinhala as! the Official
Language of the country by
Act| No. 33 1956 by, the
late | Mr. S. Wi R. D Banda-
anayake.

As a resulti of the Sinhala
Only Act, the Tamils were
discriminated against in edu-
cation, employment, promot-

l

to. lms utlmed
§n Lanka and stated tzat the only mable solution

i ods have

!m a  memo-
of féreign aid
the ethmc firoblem in

the establishment of an

sogereign Tamil | state anl Sinhala
state The ettey reads as follows - l oy

ion and mdustrv. The eco-
nomic development started to
dwindle! in Tamil | areas.

Standardisition

By the findl bldw to the
Tamils the racial
dlscrmnnatnonl' for Ji

das

intp the Universitigs in 1970, ©

The Tamil s uden‘s had to
score a| higher percentage
than the¢ir Siphalaj counter-
patts. This system! of stand-

ardisation caqsed the birth of
‘Students’ Forum’ thenl the,
“Youth Forum’ and finally the
Militant Grbups’, the last
on¢ to survive aafthe stron-

gest ‘Freedom fighters’, the
LTTE. | T '

|

Failure o! rIediated
measures pf self-
Givernmarit
Althoush sleps W
to impreve the Ta
blems, through thd Banda-
ranayakel - nelvanaydgam
Pact of 11957} the{ Dudley-
Chelvanayaga
all failed mterab ven
peaceful pa'hamenimy meth
not fo
answer, ins'.ea‘d, they were
answered, in communal viol-
encé in.|1956; 1958, 1977,
1981 and finally i1 1983.

ere taken

the | Tamils a not bFing
represented injthe parliament
to yoice the lamil problems, !
except aéfewf liagentarians
who do not have any contact |
with the ofdinaty Tamil |
people but lopk a k
selves for their owh g?od.

Ever 'sinc Sr Laana
attained Domihion btatus the
legislature and the executive
machineries of the state have
been overtly and | covertly
employed by Successive Sin-
hala Gov’ernmﬁnt tq deprive |
the Tamils of thejr rights
and | status in ithe i§land | of

~Upto how l:%:m July, 1983,

Sri Lanka and mal%: them
i a defenceless and subservient
| people who could, | in the
course of time be assimilated
into the Sinhalese race and
their religion, thereby oblite-

ma
ails’|pras k'raxrus

Par of 1965, |

ind any | freel fro’tI,LraClal and linguistic

cr them- |

rdting the Tamil Natxon from
Sdl La ka. % | ! {

1
{

By !he adoptxon of the Sin-
hala flag as the National flag,
dis enftanchisement of the
Plantatlpn Tamils, State aided
Sinnala Colomsatlon of Tamil
tegrltor}‘ Sinhala only act of
1956, media - wise standardi-
sation for University admzssg
1oxis fehberate | economic|
neglect of the Tamil homeland
State terrorism against Tamils
th ugh }dmlmstrat;ve acmonsl
a -allocation  of funds
the Tamll homeland is starved

dévelop ental acumles
lnfrastruc‘ura Tacitities™isuel

as ;road
ctricity, fairports and harbour'
facilities,; telecommumcaflon

and oth‘ér services 'such as
meghcme;_ -edugation etc | are |
in a sorry and unsatisfa¢tory |
state. Industries are discourged
from being sét up through
varicus fuses and non- :ssue
of licenges to pnvate enter-
preneurs, Though lhe scope |
for development of the fishing |
industry {is greater  in | the |
North East it is d»liberafely

| ect Th le
' La ka comm se “of !two
ac:al groups - Viz,

Smhnlese with own
tradxtmngl homeland. When
in 1948 Sti Lanka was granted ©
indépendence by Britain it was
" under aitaclt {understanding
that the |Government would ..

trhqye

water supply ele. -

d of Sri | andi maim

our | women - folk have Heen rendent Soveteign
State whdre edch cbuld feel -

continue to be sccular and .

equently by various
land 'manipulations

biasi Su
devices

i the Island’s Government was
| progressi

iconverted | to
a Sinhalebe - Buddhist machi-
nery, baeked by predomin-
vantly Sinhala ‘armed forces
' to lze employed in gthe sup-
pression if not the annijhi-
ethaic

lv

lation of (the Tamil
Lo o
The Indo-Sri | Lanka
AgriemexT of 29th July, 1987
signed to! solve the' Tamils
prohlem without the partici-
pation of] the Tamils fajled
'to providé a solution tothe
 Ethnic conflict as the Sri
Lankan 60vernment contin-
. ued |with | its policy of racism
‘and | deceguon. ‘ |

| Military% atrocities and
'Embargo i
Repeateﬁ military operati-
ons are being carried out in
various parts of the Tamil

Iﬁlmeland 4 Huudreds

of
thousands of Tamils {have,
been rehdered homeles§ and|

d .to flee to foreign
countries as rel‘ugees Many!
hx}indredgs of : thousands| are,
living a ref‘ugees,m alllparts
of! the Tamil homeland jtself,

In addition to the mllltary’
atgocmes the government has
imposed 'a seige ' on flarge!
portions of the Tamil home- !
Iand where it is unablle to |
open up! army campsg All
su;jphes of food fuel, ¢lect- |- 10
ricity and all other esséntial |
items in¢luding machme ave |

been out off, thergby termi- |
natlnc all industrial, far ing |
and fxshmg acuvm¢s and sub-
jecting the Tamil ‘peoplb in
these areas to malnutrltxon
and’ stravation. |

' a defensive \par

i
; i
= th@:ir"ovm htmeland to

scébk réfuge |in foreign lands.

reason tlutwp to
the ethhic m in this
Island cannof env sage power

tof be idevo lved from the
Sinhalese pedple t theTamll
pepple. i The! Tamils
the right and are|entitled to
autonomy and stafchood and
not fori the |devolution

SOme pawers |at the sufferings
of | the Si

be
Sinhales B,

Isl:f

but
nahon
the right of
determination
it | wou d be T
reiterate! that
ion| had! its Separ
ndent rile for ce
the! ‘past fand ithe
that is takin
Taflls xHo ¢lan

€S %evnd nt asia war of
agg €S8i0 d the Tamil
pcople are o 1ly ebgaged in
libera-

4 thoq.

So in 3the Jterest of both
ethdxc groups it is| necessary
to find al viable solution. It
is eviden that a Federal set-

. ? , up will not e a|practical

’I%he Tamﬂs thave their own . solution to th ‘prtoblem

separate = homeland in | the ; agaihst regur rence f ethnic

Island as much as (the strife in the future! and no

Sinhalese! theirs. The Tamils ' Fedéral Gpvernment can work
have the right |of self. 0 theabjence|of Q%mty.'

government as the: Sinhalese |

and they cannot force |

polity mth the Sinhalese,

Du? to these acts qt violénce |
have
lost] theit lives, many thhus- S|

thousands of Tamils

ands have been wourded

ed, | hundreds! of

raped and millions 1of rupees
worth of property destroyed
dueito the
1956 to 1991.. The Tamils
| ‘had ito flee from annihilation |
to their homeland and hun-
 dreds of thousands had
i

the |
Tanils to beiin the same |

othnc riots of |

: ViaLIe olution -

te i
viable-

w

2

=
FEg

8

Q

o

=]

establish
Sovereign

.an | independant, § i
- Tamjl Stgte dnd ah indep-

Sinhala

d :ontert. The

illation! of the
aving to flee ! to
forel*gn lands |losing their
jown | 1de4t1ty and | culture,
Wlll Feasei : ;

| | A\; lDf

gO G?d the creator imf

0 God somettme I wonlder
;Every time we |come to
0. God I am sarry I

0 God mgrczful and
I  your | house what Sfrigh
«It comes around more
0 God I am sorry &

life

€ens

|
0 Gad of the paor and
Tfley collect monéy in

{To polish the pews and

s*lusAl
et

They say that they are taking hat collection
‘Though I had been u@formed yoll
O God S am s1rry I cannot gzve

Ifi it is you who expe¢t money

cann at gi ve you

than once
cannot givg you'

your temple i

Ol God | I am sor%y s cannat gzve you

When my brother! and |sister are unemploy. el
And my people are dymg of starvation g '

0 God should you possess 50 muc:i
- O God I am sorry I cannot gzve you that money e

i

D i
GO

all life f
Sor i you
beytrd all wants

that \money

o selfish |

sustainer of

are
you

whether }ou are

visit you in you temple
thatlmom, {

<

giving =
me most is tje colfection plate
n sorme of the churches
thatt monéy

lhé %Inou(ishe

decorate theT walls -

that | money

of n oney :

Amos Rajaratnam
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he Island of Ceylon' was
granted independence on
4th February, 1948 by the
British Crown under the Soul-
bury Constitution. Prior to
that, eleGtions

ing the: furmsr State Coun-
cil rucmbers who had yoted
fori the |
tion, the Tamil people im-

plicitly rejected the Ceonstitu- |

tion. On being elected to

the new parliament, the Tamil |
members were given a public |

reception at the . Colambo
Town Hall and on a reso-
lution passed ar that reception,
a telrgram was sént to the
Secretary of State fer Colpnies
that the people optcd to ex-
ercise their right of self -
determination.. So' when the
Sinhalese  célebrated  their

newly wan independence, the
people resolved; - to.
continue their struggle forlibe-

Tamil

ration.

On February 4th, 1948 after

the opening of Parliamentin a |
specially constructed Assem- |
D. S. Sena-

bly. Hall, Mr.
nayake, the first Prime Mini-
ster of the Sinhalese in the
presence of a |vast concourse

of people, hauled -down the’
Royal Ensign: and unfurled

the Kandyan Flag.

A hundred and thirty three |

years have passed since the
Kandyan Lion Flag @ was
hauled down! at 'Kandy by

the British Conquerors and
a little more:than one hund- '

red and fifty years bave lapsed
since that part of the ¢oun-

try had become a British,
Colony. As far as the rest of
the Tsland was concerned.
' was

the; Kotte Kingdom
donated 'to the King of Por-
tugal by King Dharmapala,
the: Jaffna Kidgdom | was

by defeating King Sangiliyan

in combat. These two King-

doms which came under the

sed:

fore they became British

Colonies' but were continucd |
to be ruled separately accor-
ding to lccal custom. It was

only after the capture of the
Kandyan Kingdom, the Bri- |
tish unified the three sepa- |

rate territories into one entity
for their, own administrative

~convemence and much against.
the oppcsmon of the local :

inhabitants of the
regions concerned.

three

The flag that was unfurled

on the so-called Independence

Day at | Torrington Square
has later undergone changes
‘at two different periods, When
the first; Prime Minister D.
S. Senanayake' attempted to

. move a motion in Parliament

were held to
elect a Parliament wunder the |
new conmstitution. By defeat- |

Soulbury = Constitu=

~ the

t : . Liberation
captured! by ‘the Portuguese !

for | the acceptance of  the
Kandyan Flagl as  the new
National Flag, the Tamil Con-

gress ungder ity Leadcr, Mr. |

G. G. Ponnampalam and his
licutenant Mrn. K. Kanaga-
ratnam by an astute move,
thwarted, the attémpt | by

which were so included were
separa‘ed, by a broad yeliow

border, thus effectively kéep-
ing the different  peoples
apart. Subsequently the Flag
underwent another change by

| the gntrot!ucttdn of the Bud-

i

moving for an adjournment. |

It ‘was the pracuee of! the
House to adjourn the House
for 'the week end at 4 p.m,
on Fridays. [Theréfore, the
Speaker, Mr. A, F. Molamure
had no  alternative but to

allow the motion for adjourn- |
ment moved by Mr. Kanaga- |

ratnam and s¢conded by his
leader, Mr. G. G. Ponnam -
palam. ;

On Independence Day the |

Flag that was hoisted was not
the | National Flag but the

. Kandian K Flag which was

used by the Jast Tamil King
of Kandy, Sri |Wickramaraja-

‘vENTHAN:

singhe. That Fsm ‘was later
changed for the first time on
the recommendation made by

a Select Committee of both |

Houses of Parljament - House
of Representatives
Scnate. Senatet Nadesan sub-

mitted a dissenting report. |

The so - called New National

Flag included|in addition to |
ensign of the Lion, |

earlier
two.stripes, one orange and

the 'other green to represents |
Tamils | and: *Muslim |

respecuvely The stripes

dhist religious symbols - Bo
leaves- on. its - four corners
durmg the Presidency of J. R.

I Jayewardene wnth the promul-

gation of the | New Consti-

{"tution in 1978.

and the |

The Tamil people who had
rejected the Soulbury Consti-
| tution likewise rejectcd the
Lion Flag as well. Thaathai
Chelva flew the Nandhi Flag
on his motor car to register
! his oppomtton to the Lton
Flag. Mr. Handy Permpana-
yagam suggested the incor-
poration of Adam’s Peak as
| it was considered sacred by
all four religions instead of
a bird or a beast of prey.
But his suggestion fell on deaf
ears. Prof. C. Suntharalingam
resigned his seat inPaflia- |
ment to createla bye-election
on the Flag Issue in his
. electorate at Vavuniya. He
" won this election and proved
to the world that the Tamils
rejected the Flag.

So to this day when one
part of the Island celebrates
its Independence, the Tamil
country has been observing
it as a day of mourning by
hoisting black! fiags mstead
of the Lion Flag- thus
continuing its struggle 'for

MUSINGS BY NESTOR

The omnipotent Sti Lankan
Air | Forte has been  the |
most cocky of Srii Lanka’s
Armed FHorces, because the
Tigers ‘have: no
air | arm! to meet them in
the 'skies, The Tigers do not
have any anti - aircraft

7 : " weaponry. Hence ,the cock-
Portuguese at: different times |
and by different means, pas- !
under Dutch rule: be-

iness of the Sri Lankan
Air Force. They could with
complete unpunitv, bomb

any p]ace in | Eelyom and
kill any number of Eelyom

Tamil cxvxhans and go scot -
free- J. R. Jay¢wardene  has

remmlsced in his retirement
that it was at' the insistence

of the Air Farce Command |
that he pressurizéd Rajiv
Gaadhi | to lorder the |
Commander of the Peace |
Keeping Force to allow the

seventeen senior cadres' of
the | LTTE to be handed

over to the Sr1 Lankan Air
Force to be taken to

Colombo for tarture contrary |

to the General Amnesty and
the Cease - fire! in operation.
The public aré perhaps not
aware
offered to tramsport all the
interrogating personnel and

that Diplomat Dixit |

' thei equlpment by lndxan
Air |Force planes to enable

the intended interrogation to |

' be conducted in Jiffna but
| the cocky Air Force would
' not ‘agree and Jayewardene

telephoned New Delhi
' Rajiv Gandhi who  suffered |

from a terrthe bias against
Pirabhakaran
| violate the Accord and o&‘f‘er

the seventeen |LTTE cadres
to the wolves and brought

about the renewal | of hos-

tilities.
L &
Whoever thou ght  that

| Hitler would brmg to an
end Western  Imperialism
known in intellectual circles

as European 'Expans:omém?
Whoever thought that the

e]aborately organised Com-
| munist J;impu‘p of, Soviet

Russia would ' crumble and
i split into a number of
' Independent Nation - States?
| History would find "a “niche
for the rise and fall of the
‘ Sinhala Empire. |

® <
There is a false but popular

' impression that Jinnah was
' the cause¢ of the partition of

and |

agreed | to |

Eeiam Struggles for Independence:

jiberation! in 1ts fxrst phase
under a ‘Federal Union’

from 1956 to 1976 and since
' then opting for an Indepen-

dent  Sovereign State | of
;Tamil Eelam.
The national hberatlon

! struégle waged ' by the Eclam
Tamils has now attracted the
attention 'and concern of the
' Tnternational | Commuaity.
Yet the International Com-
munity considers the Tamil
Nationa! Question an internal

| civil struggle confined to the

i boundaries of asingle country.
But lit is! not so. This fact
is- amply - proved | by ithe
Indian Armed Intervention
'in the so - called civil conflict
in |October, 1987. India
openly waged  war s on the
| Liberation Txvers of Tamil
Eclam on the] Sri! Lankan
- Goveroment side. Thus India
’by its armad intervention has
int tmauonahsed the! conf‘hct
behvien Sti Lanka and Eelam.
The UN member states need
| not, | therefore, WOrry any
' more about interfering in the
«domestic affairs’ of a mem-
ber state. If the European
' Common = Market countries
could have recogaised Cro-
;atta or the countries which
'earlitr formed the United
Soviet  Socialist -Republic,
what stands in their way
| of recogoising the new state
of Tamil: Eclam, when the
' Baudha Sinhald masses and

government refyse to ant
even regional autonomy
a Federal Union to tht

. Eelam Tamils?

Although the Tamils of
Eelam observe February 4th
‘as a day of mourmng. they
are yet grateful for t@sgay
which  introduced . a. new
element of commttn}ent to-
' wards the freedom mpve%nt.
Eelam Tamil people saw a
- youngster 'who was to beco;

'a martyr. On that Februaty
\4th, the prmcmal of a big
school in Trmcomalee ordered
'a student to bnng the Lion
‘Flagso that he might unfurl
fit in  the presence of &
dtSqngutshed gathermg

‘boy did as requested of lnm.
Alas! when the flag Wls
‘hoisted it burnt up ia flames.
That boy was detained and
cast in prlson with ot};cr
‘Tamil youths who were
‘already languishing in pnson
for opposing the Republl in
Coastitution of Sri Lankasot‘
1972, rhis youth was Cha es
| Antony Seelan who on nele se
from prison jOlﬂCd thg e ¥y
He was a typical exam jle
of youth who put the | mov
ent and the cause it repres
ted before seif. Wheq Jp
'was injured in a sudden
‘confrontatin, in a bid
to save the weapons of ghe
/movement and its manpower,
he commanded a person in
the group to shoot him and
escape, when earlier the latter
‘had pohtely " declined his
request to do so.

. No wonder today, Tamil
Eelam possesses a regttlar
army bearing this martyrs
‘name. 4 . 5

| what was| British India. Jin-
nah  really oftered !through
Lord Mouatbatten, a Confe-

'deral Union of the Indian
sub - continent.

But Jawaharlal Nehru who
i suffercd from a communist
! bias  and admiration for ithe

Co umstpohtlcalstructure,
was obsessed by a notion of

a powerful Centre and Central

Paanmng,,would not have
anything other than an all -

- powerful ' |New Delhi- based
political structure. That is

how  British | India- got
|partitioned. A Confederal

Union as exemplified under

modern conditions | is the
| European | Economic Com-
'munity. Had . Nehru and

|Congress consented | to the
Confederal Union, the non -
starter SAARC would have
‘been a reality long ago and
‘comparable to the European
Economic Community.
B @

The concept of Soyereignty
|is really an obsolcte illusion.
Are any |of the powerful

member couatries of the EEC
really sovereign? They have

g0t to abide ‘by the Com-

munity’s decision in a num-
ber of vital economic and
fiscal pohcnes. - No countgy
in the world is really
independent and ,sovereign.
Evergone is heavily inter- -
‘dependent on the Comtt)t of
Nations with whtch they are
mvolved

{
|
.y~

sponrs

Crlcket
: Jolly Stars became ¢

‘fma]s played at
‘Hindu Co]lege grounds on
26-1-92. §

In the earher matches  in
this tnangular series, Jolly

Stars beat Shabra C. C. and
Kokuvil C Ci

School Cricket

Centrahtes flgured in_a
tama draw with_the, prescnt
boys in match played on
25-1-92.

Scores :
Centralites 183 & 83 runs

Jaffna Central 163 & 89 for

7 at close. e

' - Vijayakumar
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SHAREE?& @GAM IS NO MIRAGE
BUT A REALITY

‘Today we give below

the Instalmmi of the

'Ctmvocatzon Address delivered by Rev, Dr. S| M.
Selvavatnam \on the occasion of the Second Gradu-
ation ceremony heldat ‘1 hodar paham, on I8ih J anuary,

1992,

Are we' busy surviving that
_ We are neces<i‘ated not to lose
_ourselves over deaths and los-
bes by entéring a grieving pro-
“cess ? Or, is it that deaths and
losscs are so overwhelming
that we are Jost as to which
loss 10 grieve for? Wou'd not
- lorg years of usresolved erief
; bringl abwt g pathological
grief ireaction? |

The constant war cry, the
_threat of renewed b mbirg g,
the constant quest tjor | g of
trad tional values, and pfo—
moting one - sid d value sys-
tem,  are bringirg labout a
frustraion, 4nd |‘ang-r -
turced - mward| depression®,
a withdralal from | finvolve-
ment, and an Bbloofpess and
social isolation; among many
fof ui. Am apithy | has set
in. Some of these signs: do

sound ke és‘ch somatic
symptoms | of ‘an O» go,lr
Traumatic ' Siress Disorders
(OTSD). |

=/The displicement of people
and wvillbg:s in their own
distr cts, robbipg them  of

an identity and caliing them
refugses are all causir g tre-
mendous ps:chblegc:l pro-
blems ' for taesc pe ple. The
thousands | who! have fled
the region either owxrg ‘to
threats to tneir | Ives,  or out
of total frysira tion and des-
pair, or for ecdnomxc pros-
pemy are ; causing separat-
fon anxiety esp scially to the
aging parents.

The' flight of young peo-

- ple in thousands, and the
deaths of yousg men ard
women also in the thousands
are leaving behitid an elderly
community 'to Jinger oa in
loneliness and depression. We
meet pain asd |suffering ‘in
these people day in and day
after. Thus, over the three
y_ears, our goals expanded to
jude anydne who needs our
help. We have lsarat to inter=
pret “Trauma in the' “wide
psycological  sense,
clude many more people under

the ftitls of ‘Post Traumatic -

Stress Disordsrsi-for exam=
ple, victims of chlld abuse
and bitlered women,

sSLPEl =

s thls experience of

to_qgl;nngmpa_m, sutfering, -and -

violence that led us: 10 reflect
dceper about eur educational
and- fer‘mative systems.

Op ressive Systems

A forced revolution is not a
revolution. ‘A faorc:d 'ed ica-
tional system is not an euligh-
tening systém. | A forced
religious siructure is not re-

demptive. The third world

€ducitionalionjst-Pauio lfnmre1 .

(1970 spoke of the
of the op nsﬁcd

IJ { 3{7 )gy
We don’t

| necd tota'k about a j edagogy
o

The present
system is an out-

oppress
educatioral

. dated banking system or an
information tracsm t'ing sys-

tem, where | kaowledge Is
poured down the throats of|

| studeats, and the undigested!

knowl dgs isivomitted | out

rat the examinpnations for

a_nd in-

.. entic/lly and

Jinuto a ¢
{vsh!ch nq,&,d
ito oppress
jreligion, or in politics, or  iu

‘ciaims
itru b, he [ she ¢can easily turn
fa tyrant

grades. This type of system
makes obJ cts jof most of us, |
and subtly pvrgrams us tnto |
conformily to| ihe 'I‘OC of |
its system. Toithe degre= this
happens, we are submsrged
‘new cu l/yre dfsilence® |
p:dagogy
Al ywﬂ" -bsitin |
education | professes or pro-
to have found | the
ror a dicfa or, or
ageressor ‘and jan oppressor,
Such CIJs¢d peopld tend to
speak of religion] or
p iré TeC2
whica does not exist, |

pure

failure of modern
knowjedge?”, writes Patker
Palmer asacial igis: (1083)} “i8
pot primirily a falure in our
ethics, in the application of
what we know. Rather, jtis |
the fiiture of kaowing itself |
to recognise and reach for
its decprr source and pass-
ion, to allow lave to inform
the relations that our kaow-
ledg: creates - with ourscives.

“The

| even the spirituality of

We need to humanize scwnce
medicine, and te¢hnology 50
that the educared arie also
liberated. We need to huma-
vize education so that the
educated do not form h c'ass
of their own and become
an elit¢ removed from the
cemmubdity, | but be in the
community helpmg to free
them too.

- Oursisa istic approach
to educatxoﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁcﬁ
iitate the Pprocess, so that the
participants 'can fsea ch for
the trnth in love. Love | pres.
upposes: knowledgq of & per-
son, acceptance and - op’:nness
to one’s growth. This ‘open.
Dness comes through experien-
cmg the i inner freedom where
we touch t]xe tran: cedent
aud begia the! prcc:}ss of ikrans-
formation. I’ | an iotra
and interpersonal approach.
Here  lies the | liberation
of educition, audl education
for lib:ration. Here lies the
philesophy, the p ychology,
our
educational - parad‘dvgm Wé
pursue this integral spproach
ir academc a:d ;rofcr-

our Chmcal Superv:smn

We crcate the anlbxan(%e for
the par:icipant to | touch the

. trasscend:nt ia him / herself,
and, taus we \vision ‘Q.?Q!ds; ‘the avérage (in Freudian

|
!

or pure lagguags !

balldmga global spiritualiy
which is b:yond the insti-

| tutional and §trucnural reii-

with each otner, with |the |

whole asimate and ipanimate
...... Ii 15 easy tobe
curicus and controlling. It is
dnfcult to love” (em hasis
added).

Integral Education

‘We need to device an edu-
cational system| whére both |
the teacher and the learner
are inseaich of truth tog-ther.

“The phrpose of educat-
ion”’, iwrote Ihc‘mas Merton
8 journaiist . turned mystic
(1979}, “is to show a person”’
hew to define bimseli auth-
spontancously
in_relation to his world -
not to impose a prefabri-
cated definition of the world,
still less an arbtrary dehm-
tion of the individual him=-
self” (emghasxs added)- |

| Search for truth is a life-
time proceps. Truth is larger
than one’s life  Suc. a seaich
necds te be by the whole
person, mind and heart, cog-
‘nitive and a/feciive.

gions of the = world. chs.‘
we would like to speak of

‘a rehgmnle;s thuman spiritu
' al ty-which in fact is a m

€S-
sity in a pluralistic socjety.
Vlstom

in ter f
laction ?g ‘?t F‘s?

(0L A Umv;ersnyjm acom-
'munjty canoot stand aloof,
‘and form a class and cas}e of
its own. It’s part acd parcﬂl
of a community. It cannot
use the people }ust és g mea
pigs for its experiments 'and

{Teseacrh surveys, but it must

strive to meet the needs o[ the
community at all 1 v«ls..help,
the community to | devélop.r
|and free the peOpetowards»
‘growth. From this poirt of '
iview, we would ca erly look
forward for that day when
Lour | ‘university’ establishes a
Department of P ychopgy |
Psychology w;th ‘8 human-
‘touch needs to "be. mtroduced
as a discipline, avd it can
form the axis for many qther
discipiines to open their doors
for mterdisclplmary} rméxch
and . development '

0)) CO"SClentlze teachers
in Colleges,*“ “Schools, 'and
Trammg Colleges to-  the

integral e;lucstional progess.

They need to expericntially
und;rstand and acCipt ,ihat

educstion ' is both cognitive I!
zing |
the cogaitive approach alone- |

land | affegt lve..‘ Emphas:

as we have done all a]ong
in the past-is one-eyed

view of the woﬂd? anﬂ it

. our region. |

Has only peruC‘d knuwl dge,
prwer, control and violence.

(3 quroduua counselling
P‘YChﬂlogy‘ mlo Schools,
Colleges, and  University

where the students |caa b:
counselled. We know it for
a fact that our students are
very much afiected by this
war, affected by broken
families, affected by the

myet:tlve stressors, and

fected byl the | unce:tainty
of the immediate fa ure.
H}lgh is the sucxde ra‘e
amnnmfhewyﬂngg 1;1 our
regxon

(4) Yntroduce cou@sdhng
into ths c)mmumty where
it is accessible ip fan:uhes,
and premarital couples. Many
are the brokea families in
Out definition
of the *‘broken family’’ is
broad:r than tfae fphrase
sourds, Family u thq bub
of a s{cisty. Family [is the
place where the vitial for-
matioa of the child | takes
usas ST Sy

We see psycho‘theraby and
c*u—vsellmg in a broader view
aslorowih p .qducuye, asrleam-
praocess, aud as an

in
‘ongoing formation of apers')n.

Thus, all of us who experie
ence the ps ychopatnolagy of

terms), 'who exprhencb stre-
$scs in our marical and in-
!erpersonal 1€ auonsﬁxps can
1mmens:ly benefit, by coun~
selling. lnfac{ ourcounsailmg
staff at Snaumiyagafn is
encourged to get couusﬂmg
either indwvidually or in a

EOUD. s

(5) Froﬁ m»dm comm-
unication p.ri:pecqve. group
media is far more effciive
than mass media, and this is
“especialiy true in our socio-
cultural Lactﬁ ground waere
mass media is non-existent.
Let%s coincemrate on groups,

m=

! : i

‘and various groups can b,
formed: grief groups, wxdo'
groubv caildren’s  groppy
adoleﬁcent groups, famllies ine
‘to groups, medical stadents
‘who are mcreasmgly feeling
‘the stress of their curriculum
into groups, alcohotic gmapg
drug’ addicis jato - greaps,
and elders iato groupi.

We are aware as ymarc
that all these cannot "}bc
; ach:eved overnight or - “even
in a short-time. We don’t
- {eel the need to bs impatieat,
But, we peed to begm some
- where, and we can tel] you
qoday that at Shanthlyaga‘m
We have begun. Since, we fee )
that we are in the ngh =
direction, we thought of
mvxtmg you all - the cream
of our society - to share with
you our reflections and our
s:on. : . 4

We hope those wﬁo grad—
uate from our insticution
will continue to c0-operaic
wnh us. If and when yd!u
choose to go en your own,
it’s our wish that you ‘take
this message of integral
cducatlon wherever you go.
Congratulations and goodiuck
to you - our Gradustes. [t
was a pleasure studying,
searchmg, and workmg with
ybu ail.

¥
> H

'To you. our mv:teei -ladxex
and gentlemen -~ we would
like to tell \you that rogether
we caa help our people to=
wards ‘growth. Togetter we
can begin to mtroduce the
mtcgral edubauonal process
into our commuaitv. As for
me, [ am personally commie
tted to this cause. As  wé
tell our reluctant and resiss
tent Chen*s. we tell you-too-
" we aré not pushiog you,
nor do we wanti'to take you
where you don’t waat to go:
but we will gently challenge
you to see. and to learn.
If you are stili, reluctant,
wa ‘sayss we are here to help,
and we arc ready: tell us.f

when you are.
§

|

. Ram. .

had any. vaccﬂla 10n. on
ane Mimster : Yés
N Ram. -On- the other

Bnme ::Munster

fhe armsi? pi
i

Courtesy

el fe T g
Who can floor hlm"
i ,1 Excerpts of an Interview by

lndian Prime l\éllmster Narasimha Rao
to- N Ram of :the FnONTLINE

.. That our post 1933 pohcy was a flawed I
pohcy because there was sgmzthing schizoid about
it On the One hamd 10 truck - with - Eelam, ‘we supp‘ :
ortqd the unity aud sovereigaty of Sri Eanka, never o

or ’helpéd to bulld up m;htauly the varrousmﬂluant
' groupsmto,.hpui prcswre on the pohucai proéegi,- the
“negotiating prdc.ss 'And this pqchy has p}:oved cQ&tm

I den’ta"ree that we built’ up any one. |

ane Mmgster 1 cou\dnt aorve that we have dehr

' berately buiit up 4’ny ons. In fact,
| been at ﬁhe n.pexvmo end, with s3 maay refugees going
- and coming back. Out of thbm if there haye been
ithese people also, it happ,ned thail wa¥ ... | =

b
¥

that.

hand we: buﬂzt up :xn,lhtarnly

“wz have always
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A Positive Role Needed

Mr. Thondaman’s proposals evoked hyste;ical protests
from Baudha Sinhala chauvinists. | |

The Parliamentary Select Committee has decreed
that Mr. Thondaman’s proposals should not be discussed
in public and has saboiaged Mr. Thondaman’s _move'lo
visit Jaffna and discuss his proposals with the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

It would be futile for anybody to think that any
meaningful proposals would be worked out by the
Parliamentary Select Committee. In fact the committee
would be utilized to silence any serious attempt by any-
one to work out any solution. This is amply demon-
strated by the fate that befell Mr. Thondaman’s
proposals.

If President Premadasa thinks that he can fool
anybody by reference to the so - called All = Party
Conference (APC) and the Parliamentary sclect committee
(PSC) he is sadly mistaken. 5 i

It is he who has a daty to solve the problem and
“he claims he is the peoples representative - Sinhala people
of course. So he must solve it in the way he thinks
it should be done. : f

: Any talk of arriving at a concensus is only an
' attempt to postpone solution.

The misfortune that befell Mr. Thond>man must be
an eye-opener to the international community.

All Tamils are united on certain fundamentals
. which had time asd aga:n been reiterated. {

They are :- {
Recpgnitipn of the Tamils of Sri Lanka as a
distinct nationality. 5

Recognition of the Northeast as the Tamil homeland
and the guarantee of its territorial integrity

€8]
@

Recognitibn of 'the inalienable right of self-deter-
mination of the Tamil pation.

(&)

4
other fundamental rights of all Tamils of the island.

: The Government of Sri Lanka cannot dismiss these
fundamentals as the ‘“dreams of LTTE terrorists.”

The Tamils have been fighting for the vindication
of these fundamental rights for over four decades.

By a strange coincidence the UNP which decitizenised

“ the' Tamil plantation workers in 1949 was compelled

i in 1987. to agree to recognise their citizenship. The UNP

_ and SLFP which dislodged the Tamil language in 1956

from official s’atus had to agree to Tamil being made
_an official language in 1987.

Both the UNP and SLFP agreed that the Northeast

was traditional Tamil homeland and agreed to guarantee

" its territorial \integrity by the Bandaranayake- Chelvana-

.1 yagam pact of 1957 and the Dudley - Chelvanayakam
-§* Pact of 1965. |

" Though both parties agreed to this in principle in
| practice both violated it.

* “Current political history of the island shonld make
. it clear 10 everyone that the fundamental demands of
- the Tamils_are just and reasonmable and all Tamils are
united- op these fundamentals.

" The muzzling of Mr. Thondaman and continued
~talk of consultation, compromise, concensus and APC
“and PSC are nothing but attempts to  hoodwink
. international opinion and establish Baudha Sinnala

imperium over the Tamils. ' !

*%, The international community has a positive role to
- play in thwarting the attempts  of Baudha - Sinhala
. imperialism at a period when imperialism is regarded
.by.the whole world as an unfortunate and discreditable
. trend in the annlas of humanity.

i - e s =
Recognition of the right to full citiz*'enshlt) ‘and

PEOPLES OF SRI LANKA ,
[riyagolle’s Distortions of

History

An article by Mr. Gamini Iriyagolle appear-

sng in  the Island of /7

1991 has

th December,

provoked the writer of this article to raise some
questions on the very facts stated by Mr. Iriya-

_ golle in his artrcle.

§ ' The pdlitically~minded historians of the Baudha

Sinhalese, right down from

"of the Mahavamsa to the present, have

\ contrived to. distort history

days of the author
always
to suit Baudha - Sinhala

the

- chauvinism ‘and 'in the process have brought upon

|

tan ancient people - the Sinhalese — a beastly ancestry.
But in spite of them facts prevail over fiction.

In any event the atte

mpt to re-write history

distorting facts to swit political aspirations | have

 to “be lexposed especially
- affect the Tamils in this

Mr. Gamini Iriyagolle’s
article, in the Sunday Island
of 7-12-91, was interesting
reading, at lest for his errone-
ous effort to paint the

| Eastern [Province a Sinhala
. territory. According to him
‘the modern Eastern Province
was never a historical Tamil
homeland. If iso how is it
that the 1921 census figures
show the Sinhalese popula-
tion as a mere 4.5% there?.
Surely if the modern Eastern
{ Province |had been a home-
land of the Sinhalese, it could
not be that the entire popu-
| lation had deserted their home
“land by 1921. ' |

Again he is worried ' that
the Paravas and Mukuvas,
though speaking Tamil, were
| Roman Catholics and yet
' they were counted as Tamils
in all census figures. Surely
there are Sinhalese speaking

igamas, Karavas and what
"not,  practising the Protestant |
or Catholic religions. Yet
they are counted as Sinhalese
in the census figures. And

' why| not? We Tamils are not
i worried on that account.

Just saying ‘there are no
2000 year old Tamil settle-
| ments in' this country’ is not
going to (take any one any-
where. It has to be suppo-
rted by unassailable evidence.
I would like to refer Mr.
| Gamini Iriyagolle’ to = the'
‘Cleghorn Minute’ of - 1799,
' which reads. ‘Two different
nations (please note nations
not races) from a very ancient
period have divided between
them the ' possession of the
Island. First, the Cingala in-
‘habiting the interior of the
country in its Southern and
Western parts | from the river |
| Walouve to that of Chilaw,
‘and 'secondly the¢ Malabars,
{who! possess the North and
‘Eastern Districts. These two
'nations differ entirely in
their religion, language and
jmaoners.”. Does the words
i‘a very ancient period’ sigaify
just five or ten decades or
even generations?
Again his sweeping state-
ment, without! any evidence
 whatsoever, |‘The ancient

when such distortions
Island. !

Tamils are all now Sinhalese,
is not only misleading but
mischievous too. Referring to
the 14th century Jaffna ruler
(the word ruler is significant)
Mr. Irivagolle says ‘they
were powerful enough to
dictate terms to the Sinhala
King, But the Sinhala King
was even at this time recog-
nised as the ruler of the
entire islard!. What fool of
a man was this Jaffna Ruler!

S. Alagaratnam

Now let us turn to his
‘Indian = Tamil  population
which until about 1950 was
a floating population’, He
puts the annual arrivals
for the pericd 1923 to 1951
(inclusive) as 1,996, 026 and
annual departures as 1,783,
135, This would mean a
daily arrival of 5468 and a

daily departure of 4885. 1
was in Colombo from 1938
to 1942 and again from
1945 to 1951 and beyond.
There was only one train to
Talaimannar and back from
Colombo and | am sure Mr.
Iriyagolle will agree with me
that this single train could
not have carried up and
down 10,000 passengels
daily. And what of t&e
excess arrivals over departures?
On the basis of the figures
provided the figure will be
6,173, 839 more than half
the population of the Island
in 1951. Therefore, I should
think the figures given by
Mr. Iriyagolle is for the entire
29 years. This would mean
an excess  arrivals over
departures of 272, 891. We
have to now account for the
balance of the 1951 Indian
origin Tamil population
which was roughly 1, 000,000,
This is 727, 109. Surely these
would be @ arrivals & before
1923. Therefore his assertion
“The belief that the present
Indian Tamil population has
becn here for two or three
generation is a myth' falls
flat.

‘'We  would like pefoge
like Mr. Iriyagotle refrain
from misleading the Sinhala
people.If instead he continues
to mislead the Sinhalese poeple
he would definitely delay
peace in this Island | which
would also mean a delay in

the economic advancement
of the ordinary Sinhalese
people.

148 49ﬂl¥ ~the

Chinése had

come...” - Gamini Laments

“If the Chinese had come
to Ceylen to work on the
plantations and not the

Indians, today there will be
no Thondaman here” - Mr.

Gamini Dissanayake, former
Minister, is reported to have
lamented thus when speaking
at a propaganda mee ing of
his party at Bandarawela.
Mr. Dissanayake had fur-
ther complained that Mr.
Thondaman had become the
hero, when he himself who

was born and bred in this
country has no place here.

According to Mr. Gamini
Dissanayake he was elected
first M.P. for the Nuwara
Eliya Distrist but he finds
himself kept out of parlia-
ment whereas Mr. Thonda-
man is the hero.

“If the Chinese had come
to work on the plantations
and not the Indians there
will be no Thondaman hers
today,” - Mr. Dissanayake %
reported to have concluded.

Pensions Non recipients asked to
contact Pension Dept. Direct

“Governmept Officers who
retired on or before October

i 31, 1991 and who have not

still received  their pensions
have been requested by the
Director of Pensions, Colo-
mbo to furnish to him full
particulars of their pension
applications direct’” - states
Mr. P, S. Thiruchelvam, Secret=
ary of the Federa*ion of  Nor-
thern Pensioners’ Association.

According to Mr. Thiru-
chelvam|, the particulars
should also contain the name
of the Bank or Post Office
at | which ecach pensioner

desires his pension payment
to be made.

Real Life...

(Continuation from Page 1)

suspended, the external com-
munications ' cut. off and a
general black out and curfew
imposed. Jaffna was plunged
in ‘utter darkness and isolation,
devoid of light, freedom and
freshness of life! News of any
kind could not be sent out of

or received in Jaffna.

| S. Ponniah, B.A (Lond)
Advocate of Supreme Court,

New Era Publication! Ltd. 267, Main Strest, Jaffna.
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