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act towards Indial

INDU wants war to coatinue!

The Government of India maintains that the" “war
in the Northeast is an internal problem of Sri Lanka
afoot to bring - about
between Government and LTTE, India does everythmg
to see that such talks do not take, place.

The latest report is that the ¢Hindu”
§ that any talks between the Sri Lankan
~and the LTTE would be regarded as

talks

has said
Government
an unfriendly

Gov Fﬂms I _acty hattle

. The Govermment has increased its war ef forts
in_the Northeast. A curfew was imposed in the
Northern  Districts of Vavunia, Mullaitivu and
Mannar ef fective from the midnight of last Sunday*
February 23. The curfew is still in force. It was
‘relazed for one day in Vavunia and Mannar
Districts but reimposed. The curfew in Mullaiiivu

was, however, not relaxed and continues to be in
~ force from the /3rd.
Government reports said - In the meantime reports

reaching Jaffna from Vavuania
said that the fighting in

that the armed forces of the
‘Government were making

efforts to obtain more areas  Vayunia is continuing with
unde'r contrglrbut x.here 88 hrs fAc Forck engazed . in
paucity of information from ot bomb1 R

$ Government,  side.

‘ Musings of
Mr. Meddle

Tamil vnllages around Vavunia.
According to the reports

the Government have been
destroyed by Tiger fire. The
Tigers said_that two of their
cadres died in the battle this

week in Vavunia. The Sri
Lankan casualty is not
known.

In the meantime reports
received from the East state
that the Sri Lankan Army
had suffered heavy -casual-
ties in Valaichenai in the

three armoured vehicles of -

Batticaloa District. According
to the reports the Tigers
killed 20 Sri Lankan soldiers
near Valaichenai when a con-
tingent of 100 Sri Lankan
soldiers moved out to round
up Tamil viliages nearby.
The reports further say
that the Sri Lankan soldiers
left the dead bodies of their
colleagues - and escaped to
the Army Camp with injuries.
The Tigers who recovered
20 dead bodies of Sri Lankan
soldiers cremated the bodies.
The Tigers said that one of
their own own cadres also
died in thebattle. The Tigers.
also claimed to have reco-
vered over 30 weapons and

ammunitions from the Sri
Lankan Army.

Inthe meantime the Sri Lanka

Army has declared a night

curfew in the Kuchchaveli
and Muthalkulam A. G. A’
Divisions in the Trincomajee
District.  The Government |
has established in all 171 i
armed forces camps or sta-

the Trincomalee

in
District ard claims that this
District too is under its con-

tions

trol but the declaration of
curfew and loss suffered there

by the Sri Lankan Air Force

with 20 Air Force men dying

last weck gives the lie to the
Goveroment claim.

Ref ugees’ Huts
Burned

During the process of
military operations
taken in the Amparai District -
in mid-February, the Sinhala
armed forces are reported to .
have burnt a number of huts
- put up by Tam:l refugees

The report states that many
Tamils who had been dis-
placed from their homes had
put up huts in the Kudumi-
malai jungles and were living
in the jungle.

During the bourse of army
operations in mid - - February
in the Amparai District Sin-
hala troops entered the jun-
gles of Kudumimaiai and
burnt the huts of Tami! re-
fugees there.

Sinhala Army Shoots
to death 5 Tamils

Reports  received  from
Trincomalee reveal that five

Tamils were shot dead by

the Sinhala . army in _the.

village of Raalkuli  in the
Mutur Division, Trincomalee
Dislrict.

The incident occured on

February 14 at Raalkuli when

the Sinhala army opened
fire on the village. The
deceased have been 1deﬁtmed
as Nalliah Inparajah, Selliah
Packiarajah, Logeswaran, -
Kanagaratnam Rajan and
Thambirajah Sathiyaseelan.

Two  persons, Velupnllal
Mohan  and Thambuajah
Siva sustavned injuries.

Verma Ccmmission passes
Strictures on Congress (I) M. P.

According to reports from
New Delhn, the Verma Com-
mission investigating into the

Witchcraft-a new technique
in aerial warfare. - News

Wonder whether the same

wizard prepared the oil M;/s. Jayalalita, the Chief
sprayed on  the chairs in Minister of Tamil Nadu has
parliament house at Jaya- relieved Mr. R. M. Veer-
wardhenepura! appan of his Education

Condemnation to Death says
Nedumaran

Mr. P, Nedumaran, the Tamil Nadu leader and
staunch supporter of Tamil Eelam cause, now on a
tour of Europe answered some questions to the
correspondent of Tamil Nation published from London,
Here is an excerpt from Tamil Nation January 15

issue:
Ques : What is  your opinion of the Indian
~ Government’s decision to send fjback
Eelam Tamils who had sought refuge
in Tamil Nadu?
Ans: To send Eelam Tamils back to Sri

Lanka at this juncture is an inhuman
act. To send them back before a peaceful
settlement is reached, is equivalent to
condemning them to death.

Ministry portfolio in the
Tamil Nadu Government.

Earlier Mr. Veerappan, as
Minister of Education made
order that Tamil should be
made the medium of instr-
uction in all schools.

Education was originally |
assigned to the

a subject
state list under the Indian
Constitution. =~ Snbsequently
by a Constitutional Amend-
ment Education was brought
to the Concurrent List which
meant that even the Centre
could legislate on the subject
affecting schools in the states.
After the Constitutional
amendment there are schools
run by the Delhi govern-
ment in? the states too
including Tamil Nadu.

Mr. Veerappan’s order it
is said, could ultimataly lead
to a friction between the
State and the Centre on

Veerappan gets the boot

educationand M/s. Jayalalita’s
swift action in removing Mr.
Veerappan from the Educat-
ion Ministry  is seen by
many political observers as
a precautionary step to avoid
any possible differences with
the Delhi Government.

Mr. Veerappan has been

given other portfolios.

lack of security arrangements
in connection with the visit
of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi to Sri
Perambudur in Tamil Nadu
has passed severe strictures
on the Congress (I) MP.
for Sri Perambudur, Mrs.
Maragatham Chandrasekar.

Readers will recollect that
‘Hot Spring’ in its last issue
reported that M/s. Kumu-
davalli, a Congress (I) worker,

had told the Verma Com-
mission that Maragatham

Chandrasekar had close links
with ‘Dhanu’ the aileged
assasin of Mr. Rajiv Gan-
dhi.

Pirabakaran

A Madras report says ‘hat
Mr. Paanuruddi Ramachan-
dran, MLA speaking at a
public mceting at Thiyagaraja
Nagar in Madras quoted a

~ Madras Hindu report accord-

ing to which an elderly
person  referring to the
Karnataka troubles had said
that Mr. Velupillai Pirabak

Tamil Nadu Looks up to

aran should be brought to
reheve the Tamils. Mr.
Ramachandran coatinuing
said that when Tamils are
in great peril they think of
Pirabakaran.

Mr. Ramachandran seve-.
rely criticised the: Govern-
ments of - New Dglhi and
Tamil Nadu for repatriating
Eclam Tamils. It was like
bhanding over rats to cats
Mr. Ramachandran said,

under- -
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The Editor,
“Hot Spring®
Adverting to the suggestion

made by Mr. Dinesh-
Gunarwardene, recently in
the National State Assembly,
to the effect that the G.C.E.
Advanced Level Exsmioation
held in August, 1990 and
the subsequent one held in
the Tamil speaking areas in
April, 1991 should not be

. ..compared and selection made
« * “for admission to the Univer-

sities, as the candidates in
the Tamil speaking areas had

the advantage of nearly eight
months period for their
studies. Surely this matured
and 'very seuior politician, a
leader of a Political Party
ahould think  before he
speaks. Is this one way of
showing the Sinhalese that

he is a champion of his

people? Certainly it is - per-
tinent to ask why the exam-
ination in the Tamil areas

was not conducted in August’

1990. Was it the fault of
the students? It is the Govérn-
ment who conducts the
examination and not the
candidates. It is
secrei that there was a war
declared in these areas, by
the Government of Sri Lanka,
against its own people and
as ‘a result Schooli did not
function for several months,
the spprovad syllabus was
not covered, there was inde-

-an. o ; ; o
e solutions 8o far. The Govera-

every now and them, supply
of electticity was completely
cut off, kerosene oil and
other fuel supply to these
areas were not made avail-
able - tranrport of these items
were legally banned, food it-
ems and very many  other
things too, which are essen-
tials for living' purposes
were not made available in
these areas. Teachers, stude-
ots, parents, were, for ga
good  part of the ' day
and night having fearful
time in the bunkers.
People living in the Tamil
arcas never had a square

meal a day. So much se,
how can anyone think of
preparing for the examination
as their life and lLmbs; were
in danger. 1 am really hurt
that there are such narrow
minded and short sighted

A ‘GIVE AND TAKE’

Dear Editor,

The Sinhala - Tamil conflict
bas been going on for several
Years shedding much blood
and causing agony and sorrow
on both sides. It has defied

ment of the day - UNP or
SLFP wanted the Tamil pro.
blem to be seitled to the
satisfaction of the Buddhist
fundamentalists, the Maha
Sanga and their ilk, though
this is not a religious problem

people | living in the 20th

+ century and what isstrange, is

that a few such people warm
the chairs in Parlizment and
the poor people are maintai-

ning them ' at heavy cost-
paying them hich  salaries,

- fat allowances, subsided food,

frce board and postal facili-
ties, including telephone ser-
vices and substancial pension.

G. C. E. Advanced Level Examination

Mr. DINESH - Please note
that the.boo: i n on the wrong

leg,
Yours truly,
' M. Kanagaliogam.
Meesalai

Cure is wanted mot mere diagaosis

Editor,
Hot Spring

The common man knows
only too well that the loud
trumpeting = of political
leaders from the Presidant
dowawards that the preseat
crisis is due tc the political
parties. Being fully alive to
the nature of the problem,
there is a moral obligation

on the part of the President
to put the record straight
(not fight shy) and fiad a
las ing political and peacetul
solution not ¢m mere diagnosis.

solution to succeed, it should
win the acceptaucs of those
who are directly and adver-
sely affec.ed by it and have
the support of all reasonable
and fair - minded citizens.
In my epinion, if the Gevern-
ment forgets about the
elections and sets out a for-
mula based not on fantasy
but on reality ard reason,
it is bound to succeed.

The Goveromeant has noth-
ing to lose by conceding the
Tamils the rights they are

The prime d.xty of the
Head of a State is to give
priority to the afiected people,
As a just and noble leader

it is incumbent on the
Presid:nt to redress  the
grievaices of the Tamils
and permit them to
return to normal acd peace-

ful living. The vexed issuss
could well be sorted out

with the LTIE with the co~
opera:ion of your party and
the members of ths Ooposi-
tion. No time should be

lost in this process and out-
side forces should not be

their rights. But nobody
should be uandsr aa illusion
that the rights of the Sinha-
Iese means’ the right to rule
the Tamils, as the British
once adupted. Ihe Sinhalese
have everything to gain. But
these amongst them who are
imbusd with c¢olonial gad
imperialist ' notions happily
are ond:ath’s throes the world
over, aad are adop'ing maves
t0 sabotage the p2ace procéss
and justify mxhtary annihij-

allowed to meddle in our
affairs. Ear shouid not be

lent to forces with a com(-"
munal bias.

Discretion is always the
better part of valour. So
Create a climite of peace
by Lfting thefood embargo,
restoring essentials such as
fuel, electricity and transport,

A cure lies ia the reco-
gnition of Tamils as a people
with a national identity.

S. Jayaratoam
Chavakachcheri

- THE MOTTO

The reasanable demandsof the
TamIs should be conced:d,
preserving the sovereignty and
uaity of thscouatry, though
not the wunitary charac'er of
the Constitution. There must
be a policy of ‘give and take’
or tha problem caniot be
solved just ‘gratis’. The Sin-
halese leaders even at thi

elevanth hour should re- thln{
their p huospby,on a ‘live and
ﬁet ﬁvw ‘basis which alone
can bring mutual satisfaction
to both communities,

finite' curfew proclaimed but a political one. For a entiticd to and the Sinhalese latxon. j Erlalai | R, L. Thevathasan
! | | |
i
It is reported in the course, the TULF and its
Tamil Nadu publication ‘

*«Thinamani'’ that the Tamil
United Liberation Front had
been granted a sum of one

million rupees by the Indian

government, According to it,
a delegation from the TULF
headed by its President
M. Sivasithamparam along
with Messr. Mavai Senathi-
rajah, Joseph [Fararajasin-
gham, Thangathurai and
others had visited Iadia and
had talks with Foreigo
Minister Mathavasingh So-
lanki, its Secretary, J. N_
Dixit and other high ofricials.

ESTY

The outcome is that India
agreed to part with a million
rupces to tie TULF. It
appears that when the TULF
delegation reach:d Palam

Airport in New Delhi, they

were . whishked gway by
Foreign Ministry officials of
India to a hideout ‘and

thereafter to “Souh Block”

building of the Foreign
Ministry. It is here,
supposed that . (he dzlegation
asked for am aid’ of one
million rupees and it was
givcn It is not known whether
Mr.. Neelan Thiruchelvam,
one ‘time alleged spokesman
of the Tamils preferred by
Jayawardene too accom-
panied this delegation.

it is

There is lot of speculations
among the Tamils about this.
There was also a news that

the TULF delegation met

President Premadasa and
requested that civilians bs
avoided when aerial attacks
are made in the Jaffna
Peniosula during the govern-
ment’s proposed concznirated
offensive against the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eclam.

Ihe logic of this humble
request is that the govern-
meat has all the rights to
launch attacks in any form
in ' the Jaffna peninsula
against the Tigers who ac.or-
ding to the thinking of these
much learned personalities.
are imposters holding the
Tamils to ransom. Probably,
is it the intentioa of the
TULF, that if by any stray
chance some innocent civilian
gets hurt in a8 small way
(because, in any way the
Airforce and the army will
‘be too carefulin their bom-

bings and firing to avoid -

husting civilians) to use this
‘Indian Aid’ to alleviate their
grievances by way of comp-
ensation, Or, is this some
Jorm: of ‘‘pocket money’ for
services rendered or to be
rendered?

Everyonc knows that for
any aid to be granted by
the Indian government g
favourable repori is a must.
Who gave this favourable
report? It is the Research
and Analysis Wing of India,

the famous RAW, whose
miscalculations, = misunder-
standings  and disinform-

ations led to the debacle of
Indian Foreciga policy and
the worldi’s famous fourth
largest army. Whatever it

is, the RAW would ot have
reccommended this aid if jt
were not for the help the
TULF is willisg to give to
India Is the TULF going
to spy or mislead the Sri
Lackan government? This
cannot be because it hag
bigh hopes ef the Sri Lankan
Pres'ds=ut, After all he has
acceed d to ijts request not
to harm innocent civilians
during acrial attacks. Waat
else can it offer Iadia? Of

stooges cou'd sabotage Tamil
national liberation. This,
phcwcangveryf well do with
their past expert negative
political background.

It is sad to see learmed
experienc:d politicians not
llearning by past experience.
If one does not understand
the ground situation and the
political and military behay.
iour | patterns, he should side
step and not be in the way

of those who know these
things.

Cricket

St. John’s drew with Jaffaoa

Hindu in the match played

at St.John’s College grounds
on 22, 2, 92.

Scores:-

St. John’s College - 214 for .

8 declared. ' Jaffna | Hindu
College 111 ‘and (183 for 3
at cloue

In a match at played Maai-
pay Hindu ‘Collece grouads
on 22. 2. 92, Jaffna Central
drew with Manipay Hindu
College.

Scores.

Manipay Hinda 82 and
135 for 9 dgclared. Jaffna

Central 78 and 15 for no
loss.

In another match played
at the same grounds on
23. 02, 92, ‘St. Pstrick’s drew
with Manipay Hindu.

SPORTS

Th: Scores were -

Manipay Hindu 158 for 9
~and 15 for 1. St. Patrick’s

127 and 115 for 3 declarcd.

Volleybal]

In a clogely fought volléy-
ball match played at Nallur
on 2+, 02. 92, Mohandas beat

“Ceantralites.

Soccer
Trinco = Stars
Roche's by 2-1 in the
Saeccer finals played at
Kokuvil |Tech. grounds onm
25.02. 92. This tourney was
organised by Kokuvil Tech.

Basketball

| Shabra s | organising a
Basket ball touraey for clubs

and Schezools.4 The entires
close on 03. 03.92 and the

tournament is scheduled at
the Jaffoa Campus courts on
8. 3.192

beat St.

Vijeyakumar
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’ Imperlahsts ar¢ chiefly
iresp¢v11s1ble for the turbulant
gturmbil of the whole world
[Great genii ' like| Betrand
Russe]l and Bernard Shaw
rcondemned very vehemently
ithe |beastly action of the

3 _\Zmighty big political powers

' of the world involved in
mtr:gues to induce the weaker
;natu%ns to wage war against

\each other 'and | indirectly
;;”com el them to buy the
[arms manufactured by the

,samé bull)mg b1g powers.

the jwuar is being ‘rpetuated
I'by the big powers| by selling
‘arms to the Sinhala imperi-
'ahsts who are purchasing
|| the larms| with funds given

I I‘ our Tamil lam also
I

‘as loan by Ithe [same big
| powers.
Bifore| the Portuguese,

Dutch and British Imperialists
i capfured | this' Island of Cey-
| lonjthere were two distinctive
and} different Kingdoms viz
The Tamil Kingdom and
Sinhalese| Kingdom. In 1833
only the|territories of the
twcinations were enclubbed

‘*tOg her by the British Im-
Y perlelists | for

their = own
administrative purpose under
one, central government.
Subsequeptly the Tamil peo-
ple were| named a minority.
When genocxde is being
committed by the Sinhala
Imperialist here the imperi-
ahsts in the west and the
i easoi are axdmg and abetting
thelr conterpart qcunmng]y
and} subtly.

“3An eminant selentust as-
sert! that there is now a
COntr'ol of

of | course, the Humbug

'.ike idecoits t;he double
Super
sophisticated

 meddle and dabble with the

. .. affairs of the meek nations
| and seek meed by intrigues
| and trickery. The
| world saw with surprise the
| budding| of a
f Su‘ifr Red Power from the

whole
bubble of

That
exist in

lution in 1917.
bubb]e could not

'* thlq impermanent \world - not

ep for a century. With all

| thel atomic and other wea-
| pons in|its

« possession that
bubble could exist for seventy
four years only.

ALEXANDER’S
STORY

Alexander the Great, the
Mighty Power - Hungry Im-
| perialist | captured the Nor-
; thern Part of India and ruled

there for some time. He
" used to go incogaito to the

villages around his camp. in

North India in orderty [:1c2

the habit and manners of
the strange new land into
which fate had brought him.
One day he found a man
pleading with another to
accept a pot of gold, which
the other was refusing to
look at! He came to know
that the pot of gold was
discovered under the soil
of the field purchased by
the man who refused to
accept it. The buyer argued

that he had bought only the
land and was therefore not
entitled to own the pot of
gold; the seller said, he had
no more right for anything
found on or in the piot ke
had sold. Alexander watched
this contest' for|some time.
Both did not yield. At last,
the village elders found a
happy way out, the buyer’s
son shall marry the seller’s
daughter, and the pot of
gold shall Be given to the
bride as dowry!l Alexander
felt elated at the height to
which human yirtue could
rise; he was ashamed at his
own advent,:uroui
to! conquer ' other’s property
by force of arms.

Lofty ideals

There is no ambit for the
ambition of Big Powers for
domination and subjugation
of small nations.

sSmall is beautiful | is la
meamngful saying. But the
Big Demon is not amenable
to reasom. Shakespeare said:

“Reason is our intellectual
eye, and like the bodily eye
it needs hght to see and to
see clearly and far, it needs
the light of heayen”

«The rose is fairest when
it is' budding new

And hope is brightest
when dawn from fears

The rose!is sweetest
'washed with morning dew
And love is 1oveliest when
embalmed in tears’’

e SCOTT

The following | couplets on
justice' and injustice in our
Thirukkural which was accl-
aimed by Dr. Albert Sch-
weitzer who obtained four
Doctorates in Medicine, Mu-
sic, Philosophy and Religion,
as the philosophy of world
affirmation will serve as an
eye opener to the savageous
upjust rulers of the whole

world .

«Anthanar Nootrkum Arath
thitrkum Aathiyaai,

Nindrathu Mannavan Kol”
The sceptre  of the King is
the firm support of the
Vedas of the Virtuous and
of all virtues.

ambition -

Mo

*Kudi Thaliek Kol lochchu
Maanila Mannan,

Adi Thalle Nitrkum Ula-
ku.”

The world will constantly
embrace the feet of the great
king who rules his subjects
with love.

“Kolai Metrkondarin Ko&i-
the Alaimetr Kondu.

Allavai Seitholukum Ven-
thu.”

More cruei than the man
who lives the life of a
murderer is the king who
gives hims¢lf to oppress and
act unjustly (towards his
subjects)

<Manththukkan Maasu ilan
Aathal Anaiththu Aran.

Aakula Neera Pira” What-
ever is done with a spotless

mind is virtue; all ‘else is
vain show.

“Alukkéaru avaa Vekuli
Innasol Naankum,

' Elukka Iyandrathu Aram.”

That
which

is virtue
four

conduct
is free from

ANBEZHIL

things: Malice, desire, anger
and bitter speech.

EDUCATION FOR
TRANSFORMATION
Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sayi
Baba who inspired and ori-
ginated the ¢Education in
Human Values’
said as follows:

Present day education
develops the intellect and

Programme -

skills but . does little ‘to
develop good qualities, Of

what avail 1s all knowledge -

in the world, if one has
not got good character? ‘It
is like water going down
the drain. There is no
use if knowledge grows
‘while desires multiply. It
makes one a hero in words
and a zero in action,

Man’s achievements in the
fields of science and tec-
hnology have
improve ' the material con-
ditions of living. What we
need today, /however, is a
transformation of the spirit,
Education should serve not
only to develop onme’s intel-
ligence and skills, but also
belp to broaden one’s out-.
look and make him useful to
society ard the world at
large. This is possible only
when culiivation of the spirit
is promoted along with educ-
ation in the physical sciences.
Moral and spiritual education
will train a man to fead a
disciplined life.

Simmhala

From 1952 onwards, if not
from earlier times, the Tamil
leaders’ concern was Sinhala
Colonisation of Tamil Home-

land. Even though Mr. Banda-
ranayake and Mr. Dudley

Senanayake agreed to refrain
from doing  this, at no time
to this day, has a day passed
without Sirhalese being plan-
ted in the Tamil Homeland -
in many cases against the
expressed refusal of many
Sinhalese. The case of a Sin-
halese lady going to' Courts

. for help to prevent the Police

from hunting her and forcing
her to get settled in the

S. Alagaratmam

Eastern province, may be
recalled; and so too Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene’s promise | to
release 5000 prisoners, if they
agreed to be settled i in Trinco-
malee.

Earlier, it was State lands
that were given to the Sinha-
lese but now it is not only

the lands of the Tamils who
had run away as refugees but
even the lands of the Tamils

who preferred to remain or

to return to their lands. These
helpless people are chased
out and Sinhalese planted in
their lands.

In accordance with official
census figures in 1921, the
Sinhalese were 4.5%; in 1946
it almost. doubled  to 8:47;
and in 1981, it went up 6}
times to 28.9%. Today, (we
are sure that it has gone up
by 15% to 65%;.

A Lesson from History

History has taught us a
lesson. When the whole of
Ireland was part of the
United Kingdom, the Govern-

Colonisations‘
must be disbanded

ment of the time, planted
Protestants in Catholic Nor-
thern Ireland. When Ireland
obtainted her Independence,
this Northern Province which
became a Protestant majo-
rity area. was not included
in the Independent Ireland.
The result - the Catholics of
Northern Ireland want to be
jcined to Catholic Ireland.
Thus regularly there is a

bomb blast not only in the.

Protestant pockets of Nor-
thern Ireland but evenin Eng-
'land. Any British soldier is
target for the [RA.

The maps of present day
Israel published by the News-
week Magazine and The
Island is frightening. The
‘whole of the West Bank
| annexed by Israel during the
1967 war is dotted with Jewish

settlements. It is now a near

impossibility ‘for any Isracli

Government to grant any type
of autonomy, even with very
limited power to the Palesti~
nians. This is a result of USA
not being firm from the start
and Yasser Arafat not going

in for a ‘Do or Die’ a long~
time back.

Today’s refusal of USA to
grant the promised Ten thou-

sand million  dollars long
term loan to Israel is not
going to solve the problem.

It has, therefore, become
essential for all including the
International Community to
tell the Sinhala Government
to disband all Sinhala coloni-
sations in the Northeast. If
this is not done, peace can
never be restored.

Indian Express says:-

days

IPKF Departure - No Mourning
An Indian’s Assessment

Anita Pratap, an Indian journalisf reperting in thei

‘“No onme in Jaffna mourns the departure of [PKF. They
are glad ihat phase is over
that their town has been completely cleansed of the
undisciplined, uncouth cadre of EPRLF and other minor.
groups propped up by the Indians. Tne Tigers are
easier to deal with - they are polite and welI behaved.
And they follow a system. :

' The people admire the LTTE for their coimmitment
and courage. Contrary to the expectations, the LTTE’s
popularity has increased after the Elephant Pass battle.
People don’t see it as adefeat for, the Tigers. Instead,
they glorify the fact that the Tigers gavz a tough fight |
to the combined defense forces of Sri Lank afor 24

b

-and  enormously relieved

helped to
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Relentless Attacks on

‘ 'l
Any sensible person, parti-

cuiarly ail independent
and sinCece historians  will

agree that this Island was
rujed as ' several Independent

,kingdoms before the European
* . Imperialists;

Viz:- the Pertu-
guese, the Dutcb, and the
British stepped tv our shores,

Kotte, Kandy, Ruhuna and
Jaffna were some ol them. It
was'in 1833, all uaits were
united under the Colebroke
reforms. purely for British ad-
ministraiive convenience,

When India attained her
Independence on 158-1947,
after a very prolonged agit-
ation led by the Jate Mahatma
Gandhi, Ceylon also obtained

Independence automatically
without any bloodshed.

‘When the first parliament
was declared open on. 10-2-
1948 “at the Independence
Sqnare, Colombo 7, by the
Duke of Gloucester, brother
of King George the VI, it
was the late Mr. S.W.R.D.
Bandaranayaike, who was
urged to give the main speech
on that historic occasion. ;Mr.
Bandaranayaike,who was then
the Leader of the House,
broke away from jthe UNP
and founded a new party
called the '“Sri Lanka Free-
dom  Party’”’. During | the
second parliamentsry gencral
election in 1952 he fielded a
number of cancidates to
capture power but miserably
failed. He could only muster
a few " members.

When the third general
election was held in April
1956, Mr Bandaranayake very
crookedly = introduced  the
notorious Sinhala Only within
24 hours cry - a trump card
which eventually gave him a
thundering and  surprising
victory. The UNP led by the
late ‘Sir John Kotelawala, the
then Prime Minister, got only
8 seats. Mr. Bandaranayake
who succceded him, as the
fourth Prime Minister, was
shot and killed by his own
race on 26-9-1959at his home.

The following were some
injustices and discriminations
iniiicted agamst the Tamils
in this island, since Indepen-
dence by the respective party
leaders, most of whom have
made . the.
like snakes and mongooses,
particularly since 1956.

In November 1948 the Indi-
ans and Pakisteni residents
were defranchised. However,
India viewed this draconlan

' act seriousiy.

innacent people

In the same year state aided
colonisation schemes were
mooted in the traditional
areas of the Tamils to
settle the Sinhalese commu-
nity. The district of Amparai
was carved out from @ Batti-
caloa in 1960 to continue such
colonisations enmasse’ with
aid obtained from foreign
countries.

In April 195+ on the occas-
sion of H. M. Queen Eleza-
beth Il’s visit the reception
eommittee failed to include
Tamil language. Some leading
Tamils viewed it as a dis-
crimination and walked out of
the ceremonies before H:. M.
the Queen. However the then
Prime Minister Sir Joho ex-
plained it away as ‘an acci-
dental and unintentionel slip’,

In June 1956, the official
language Siohala Only Bill
was tabled in parliament,
Mr. F. R Jayasuriya, a Pro-
fesser, launched a fast unto
death campaign under the
steps of the old parliament
building.

J. Arulapandam

On that day the Federal
Party led by Mr. S.J. V. Chel-
vanayagam Q C., launched
a satyagraha movement at
the Galle Face Green in pro.
test against the Official lan-
guage Bill. Some commu-
nalists disturbed them.

In 1956 a communal riot
erupted in the ‘Gal Oya
Valley’, which was brought
under control by a team of
cosmopchitan = security | offi-
cials. A foreign cxplosive
expert’s prudential action to
blast the entire -explosive
magazine at the said valley
to prevent it from going to

the hands of the trouble
shooters also caused a terri-

fic fear to the people, who
thought that they will be an-
nihilated if they fight one
another. His wise step has
been appreciated by @ the
security hierarchy. In 1957

. the Sri number plates in Sin-

hala was indroduced. There
was immense trouble bet-!

ween the two major com-|
munities for some years as|

a result of this Movement,

Some leading politicians went
to jail also.

In May 1958, still another
riot crept in worse' than the
1956 one. Thousands of peo-
ple were transported in ships
to Point Pedro, as it was
found unsafe to send them
overland amidst some bois-
terous and criminal people.
Plenty of females were raped,
tortured = openly,  robbery,
arson, theft, murder etc. were
rampant.

In 1959 the then caretaker

Prime Minister once remarked |

the Burghers should either
mix with the local population
or leave the country for good,
as they are descendants of the
European Imperialists. This
dny group of people are one
of the most affected people
in the Island. Their mother
tongue is English. Their fore-
fathers served the country
in many fields of life. Now
most of them have left the
country for good to western
lands. Only a very few are
seen now.

There had been sporadic
clashes between the Muslims
and the Sinalese even inside
Mosques with bloodshed.

In 1960 the mission schools
were taken over with much
opposition from the educatio-
nist, particularly the Catholics,
The late Archbishop of Bom-
bay Rt. Rev. Dr. Valarian

Gracias came and amicable

settlement was reached bet-
ween the state and the Cath-
olic Mission.

In 1961 the Federal party
again launched a Satyagraha
campaign at the Kachcheris
to protest against the injustices
by the Government to the
Tamils. Almost all the peo-

ple gave support. After some
months a detachment of Army
men led by Lt. Col. A. R.
Udugama was sent to! break
up the satyagraha. The satya-
graha campaign was suppres-
sed. However, the Army
remained and | established
themselves at Palaly Airport

premlses. Later they acquired
some lands that belonged
to the Hindu Board of Edu-

cation and extended their
camps year after year. At
the start they were charged
to engage in anti smuggling
and illicit 1mnngrat10n opera-
tions.

In 1961 | the' Catholic
Mission Holy Cross Sisters
were ordered to | leave the
Island immediately, purely on
representations made by some
Buddist ' organisations, led by
the late Mr. L. H. Metta-
nanda, a leading educatinonist

and principal of Ananda
College, Colombo. | Even
staunch | Buddhist people

vehemently condemned the
action to send the Sisters out
Including monks and priests
of other non catholic faiths.
As soon as the hospital
Sisters were chased out in
1961 some Buddhist chau-
vinists | slowly lintroduced
Buddha’s statues in all the
wards and nurses’ duty rooms
of | the general hosyital,
Colombo, except  the Gou-
dert ward which | is meant
for the Christian priests still,
Several people including pra-
cticing Buddhist are laughing
to see the statues.

In 1966 the Poya was
declared as public| holidays
instead of Sundays However,
after experiencing | financial
loss, those who instigated it,
agreed to restore the Sundays
once again in 1970 during
Mrs. Sirima’s administration.

In 1972 a one sided con-
stituition | was promulgated
which removed the Senate
and section 29 of the Soulbury
constjtuition, which guaran-
teed some safeguards to the
minorities. It will be recalled
that | Mr., C. Kodeeswaran,
an old entrant public servant
filed a case against the govern-
ment, stating that it cannot
compel him at anv rate, to
study Sinhalese which was
not necessary at the time of
his joining the |public service
in 1952. The learned judge,
1 believe Mr. O.L.M. Kretzer
held that Mr. Kodeeswaran
had the right to decline to
acquire proficiency  in the
official language The dxsple-
ased government appealed to
the Supreme court, which
over - ruled the judgement of
the district judge, Mr. Kodees-
waran appealed to the Privy
Council in London. | It will
be recalled that Mr. Kodees-
warans case was ponpted out
by the South African  dele-
gate = during  the British
Commonwealth Prime Mini-

sters’ Summit, when
Sirimavo, 'the then
Minister, proposed to expel
South Africa from the Com-
monwealth.

' In 1970 during the time of
Srima administration some
misguided | fanatics secretly
installed a | Buddhist statue
at the Darley Road junction,

Colombo |10, | which was

meant to buxld a statue of
the late Rev. Fr. Le Cog.

O. M.I., the then Rector
of St. Joseph’s College,
Colombo. The | statue and
the Bo tree are still seen!at
the spot.

In January 1974, the
worid renowned International
Tamil ' Research| Conference
at Weerasingham Hall, Jaffna

Prlme 3

was purposely diqturb'd by
police without any |valid
provocation. | Nine people
died on the pot. Those who
were responsxgle for the lcrxme
were  promoted. | Howevep:
private judicial 1nqum were
held and judgement {?ss

which condemned the oh
action,

In August 1977 anothei'
terrible riot was witnessed.,
Plenty of peaple were leled;
raped, wounded their | pl'oi
perties vloot burat| an
destroyed. Tet s of {thousand

of people were Shlpp d to
| Katfkesanturat, 1 saw veral

people who were at the jetty
get | falnted and rushed to the
hospital. | The |then Presiden
?foolishly ‘or purposely addr-l-
essed the nation as: “If you
want peaces, I will gwe yo
peace; If you want war,
am at war”. Most of t
securnty 1Personnel top bras
lhall from the sinhalese.
snmply kept quite during tha
‘reign of terror. The Sagson
;Commlssxon report will testif
in detail.

In, 1979, the mot
Terrorist Prevention A
mtroduced It gave unlitited
npowdrs tq the; security |per-
sons, Ilke in South Africa,

ious
was

‘under the pretext of natfonal| -
unity, sovereighity and ‘ern-‘ .
fi m:
g ‘volu:zes to enumerate all

torial integrity. It will |

the nholb pitiful ‘and ! dis-
graceful scenes, since ithat
Act was implemented. |

;, |

‘ In;June 198! the Jaffoa
Public llbrary was| set on
fire, It is revealed that some
ministers were the cause of
it. The | Liogel Fernando
Fomnussmtn retiommbnde 10
million rupees | as compen-
sation. But nothing so| far
has been heard about. it.
Rev, Fr.H,S. )Davnd died as
soonlas he heard the fate of
the said hbrary He was a
daily visitor to that libtary,
as he was a votaclous reqder,

who | knew 83 langmges
.gramatlcal]y. ,
(Cf'ontmued on Page L)

1

I cannot pray Jfor my
| While many suffer  without

Others May but I Cannot

| Whtle millmns go w;thout a square meaI a day!

I cannot pray for more food for Myseﬂ"
While thousands of children die of stravation

I cannot pray [for God’s gift

Below on earth when people strugéle fol' thelr existence
Like a worm that struggles ant
Looking up to heaven I cannot pray that I be elevate(I
Like a paIm tree that grows heavenward e

Faithless women and men pray for mO(e blessmgs
Instead of saying enough is my greedtlzess
dna sharing even the last grain with seven| others

daily food _
human| dignity |

when‘ bzmn by s

i

| ; .
Henry | Victor

|
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Rich Nations Cause Human Rights Violations
says Centre for Society and Religion

Attempt to
Sri Lanka’s

side-track
Atrocities ?

Mission and the Sscretary

Hot Spring with a request
to it.

situation,

‘add one sentence relating to the atrocities committed
by the Goverpment of Sri Lanka or the sufferings of

The ' matters contained

thus safeguard the authors

Recently a Canadian Fact Finding Mission under
the Chairperson of Rev. Dr. Loit Wilson came to Sri
Laoka to discuss matters relating to Human Rights,
peace initiatives, the refugees® situation and cther areas
relevant to the present situation.

The Director of the Centre for Scciety and Religion,
Colombo, Fr. Tissa Bilasuriya, OMI sent a memorandum
on behalf of the Centre tothe Caradian Fact Finding

Ferpando has sent a copy of the memorandum 'to

We are accordingly publishing the memorandam in
its entirety - mious annexures.

However we are disappointed that th: Centre has
not expressed any views direcily touching matters relat-
ing to the terms of r:ference of the Canadian Fact
Findicg Mission - viz. Human Rights, Peace initiatives,

' Refugee situation and other areas relevant to thc eurrent

Hot Spring is published from Tamil Eelam, a land
totally laid waste by the Sri Lankan Government and
hopes to carry the message of the Tamiis facing anni-
hilation and genoc'd: at the hands of chauvinist Sin-
hala Government gu ded by Buddhist fanatics.

}’ It is inexpl'cabls how the Centre could not even

the | people in Tamil Felam,
presenied a two page memorandum.

be right or wrong but appears an exercise in intellectual
dishonesty designed to hit the bill out of court and

of the Centre, Mr. Newton

that so.ne publicity be given

though the Centre has

in the memorandum may

of genocide in this island.

>

The Memorandum of
the Centre for
Society and  Religion

We welcome you to Srj
Lanka nnd: pray that your
mission b= successful. We
have worked for human rights
and the resolution of the
ethnic and political crises in
Sri Lanka during the past
20 years of the existence of
this Centre.

It is often stated that vio-
lation of human rights is con-
cerned with civil liberties,

‘wireedom of speech aad of

asscciation, rights of ethnic
and religious groups, inde-
pendence of the judiciary,
freedom from arbitrary arrest
and ‘-disappsarances’, While
we must bear the principal
respons:bility for our violation
of human rights, and we
share the concern for these,
we wish to; point out that,
in the present world situation,
there are many other factors
which lead to such violations,
and should not be overlooked.

Bearing this is mind, may
we urge you to ronsider the
broader and longer term
cauges of the violations of
human rights in couatries
like Sri Lanka. The exploitat-
ion of the poor in the poor
tQuntries by the present world

order or disorder is a msjor
cause for the poverty of the
masses in our couatries. This

*=s due not only to canturies
of colonial exploitation, but
also to the cconomic aad

polisical order since the 1950s.
At present the rich countries
impose severe terms for the
aid that is offered to the
pocor indebted countries. The

. foreign debt is due to the
unfair terms of trade that have
loog prevailed in the world
cconomy. The big transna-
tional corporations dominate
the: world production and
trade in many lines.

Intetnational institutions
like: the I. M. F. and the
World Bank impose condi-
tions which make the situ-
ation worse. The enforced
‘privatization® of our profit-
making pubiic sector enter-
prises, often on very unfavour-
able terms, will further wor-
sen our economlc producti-

vity and / or increase social
inequality. The payment of
the debt services dsprives
the poor of the basic essen-
tials such asfood and health
services. The local elites and
foreign companies are incre-
sing their hold on the coun-
try to the disadvantage of
the-poor.

As you would have seen
in other couatries, these
increse the social tensions,
worsen unrest and eventually
lesd to more violence and
repression by the State. We
do not justify repression. But
it is to be feared that the

. policies of the rich couatries

and of their companies alsa
contribute towards making

the poor countries of the so
called ¢ third world” almost

uamarnageable and ungovern-
able democratically.

As vou are aware human
rights includes socia! and eco-
nomic rights, in addition to
political ard civil rights. The
poor die in large numbers or
live stuoted lives as the rich
and the rich c>untries appro-
priate the limited resources of
the country arnd of the world.

The Group of Seven, to which
Canada belongs, effectively

dominates the world economy,
mass communications and

even the politics of poor coun-
tries. The arms production
ard sales are another cause
of the violition of human
rights everywhere, in addition
to being a waste of scarce
resources. The pollution of

the environment and the ex-
haustion of non-renewable

natural resourcss adds to the
burden of existence of the
poor.

The reference from the

report of Amunesty Interna-
tional to the production and
sale of instruments of torture
by Britain may help in the
search for the complicity of
the rich countries in this
global tragedy.

The recent Assembly of the
Third World Theologians held

at Nairobi, Kenya, with ree
presentatives from 26 coun-
tries came to the conclusion
that there was a usiversal
and desperate cry for life and

survival from the poor in
most countrics of the worid.

Permit us to refer to their
final statzment.

We would therefere ugre
your delegation to enquire
very carefully into these
causes of violation of human
rights. and ‘a'so undertake a
course of action that can
lead to reforms in the rich
couniries such as on their
policies concern‘ng migration,
the international debt. the
reform of the UN institutions,
including the I. M. F., the
World Bank and UNCTAD.

Without such fundamental
transformations in the life

style and policies of the rich
in bith the poor and rich

countries, ' it is difficult te
expect that there will be
lasting solutions to the pro-
blems of human rights in the

poor couniries, even with
foreign aid.
Once again, we do not

belittle o ur responsibility,
but we would like to urge you
to take thc requird steps in
your own countrics, while pay-
ing attentien to ours. For
our part we will continue to
do what we can, in our rather
desperate situation, which
is almost outside our control.

Relentless Attack on Tamils

( Continuation from Page 4 )

In July 1983 the worst
riot was witnessed, I need

pot mention about it in
detail as ithe pecple know

it well. More pe=ople than
in any previous riots were
brought from Colombo in
ships to the port of Kanke-
santurai. The occasion for
this riot was the killing of
some Army men at Tirunel-
vely.

In February 1987 the civil
war started and the pcople
around the security camps
had to leave their homes
enmasse to safer areas. Quite
a good number of them went
to India, who were welcomed
there with opsn arms and
seitled in different refugee

camps. In March 1987 some
patients died and many were

injured at the Teaching
hospital, Jaffoa as a result
of shell attack. Alles Com-
mission was commissioned
to inquire into the case. The
result of the findings of the
commission is not known.

In Mid Juae 1990, the pre-
sent civil stfibe strated. The
people have been sericusly

affected worse than in 1987.
Most of the people are ro-
aming like real hippies here
and there. There had been
sad incidents that expsctant
mothers gave birth on the
way to the hospital; and
the males had to perform
midwife work on the road
ftself, It is estimaied that
there are some one million
people in different refugee
camps and under the shade
of trees and make shift
huts. Auother balf a million
people are in foreign lands.

We cannot totally blame
the entire Sinhalese ra:e for
these anomalies. There are
plenty of them who went
out of their way to help and
to shelter the affected people
in their = midst, sometimes
risking their “lives. It was
gsome selfish politicians  and
a group of narrow minded
people including some Bu-
adhist monks who roused

ill feelings amoung the vari-
ous commuaities. [he crimi-

nals and rowdies behaved
cruelly whenever the troubles
were shooted. They are still

planning to continue their
business. Some became rich
overnight.

In this connection 1 wish
to remind the forcast of Sir
Ivor Jeorings who drafted
the counstituition. When asked
about his constiluition by
some lsading pressmen, itis
learnt that he had remarked
as follows:- <l drafied the
constituition according to the
ethnicity of the people of
this country. However, I
gave seciion 29 for the saf-
eguard of the minorities of
this beautiful Island who had

alrerdy expressed their fears
ard anxiety. But, - if the

majority ill - treat the mino-
rities, just because they are
in power, the minorities will
never allow that injustices.

Instead they will revolt and
cause endless troubles, one

after one, whica will event-

ually ruin this paradise Island
in the East. It will happena

within fifty years time, - if
they do so.” His predictions
have besn proved so far.
The respective leaders who
misruled since independence
should bear responsibility.

In the south there had
been similar wars by the

JVP youths. But the Govern-
ment never used aerial,
naval, shell attacks to suppress
the JVP. It is only in the
Tamil areas the reign of
terror is being wrecked in-
discriminately,

It is only in this country
the Buddhist clergy dicatate
terms to the respective rulers
to exterminate the minorities,
if they raise their legitimate
clams.

Their recent visit to the
north has been praised in
the southern press. It is a
crying shame for religious
leaders to encourage war and
bloodshed.

Let us pray to God to
stop all blood - shed and to
restore pcace and normalcy
soon. This country belong
to all who were legimately
born and bred. It does not
belongs to a partcular clan,

There is a Tamil proverb
which may be translated as:
«*One who knocks on 13-
passively receiving head with
out any valid provocation is
a food. Oae who receives
such knocks continually om
his /her head is a damn
fool’’. :
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Why Penalise Tamil Students?

The G C.E. (A /L) examination held annunaliy in August
was not held in the Northeast in 1990, because of the
- current war. '

VOL: 2. SUNDAY 1st March 1992

: After much agitation the Government of Sri Lanka
held this examination im April, 1991,

Candidates for University entrznce are selected on
the basis of performance at this examination. hat
‘Standardisation’ is an additional factor to deprive Tamil
students’ University education is another matier.

Mr. Dinesh Gunawardhene M. P., and leader of the
M. E. P. Party has told parliament that in selecting
students for University from the 1990 batch, Tamil
students from Northeast must be left out because they
did not sit the examination in Aungust, 1990, but sat
the special examination held in April, 1991. Thus they
had more time at their disposal to prepare for the
_examination and would (herefore be scoring more marks
than those who sat in August 1990. It, would, according
to Mr Gunawardhene, reduce the chances of more Sinhala
_ students enteriag the University because the Northeast
students had more time to prepare for the examination.

We would like to ask from Mr. Dinesh Gunawardhene

. whether the examination was net held in Northeast in

. August, 1990 because of sny action on the part of the
students in this area.

Surely, Mr Gunawardnene onght to kiow that the
‘Government was not able to hold the examination
' because its armed forces were engaged in a cruel and

devastating battle in the area.

Does Mr. Gunawardhcne not know the number of
schools themselves bombed by his Sinhala Air Force
men? Does he not know that teachers, students and
thousands of families abandoned even their homes to
escape the wrath of the Sinhala armed forces? If the
Government was not able to hold the examinat on, should
the s'udents be penalised - just because they are Tamils
and some advantages conferred on other students merely
because they are Sinhalese?

" Doés Mr. Gunawardhene not koow that these un-
fortunate students did mnot attend any school after June
1990 - but sat for the examination in Awugust, 1991 just
on the strength of preparations made at home wunder

__difficylt conditions - No lights, no proper food, no library
facilities etc?

And does he not kuow that the postponed exami-
nation was held in April, 1991 when there was a curfew
in the North and Sinhala Air Force men were making
kell on earth by aerial bombardmemt of Jaffoa?

Mr. Gunawardhene - cannot realise how difficult it
will be for a student to apswer a competitive exami-
~ pation paper when all around be hears the noise of
‘aerial bomblasts. He himself had no epportunily to live
in a war-torn area. This was the unfortunate  position
; ";m wb ch many students in Jaffna were placed when
1 they ‘sat the exammatnon in' April, 1991.

: Nfr Gunaward‘xene s speech In parliament also betrays

"tbe Sinhala Opposmon of which he is a prominent
- memker.

' "We hope the Government rejects Mr. Dinesh Guna-

- wardliene’s contention. Not oaly was the Augast exami-

nationn.  postponed in 1990, but also the August

© 1991 examination has also still not been held. The

conseqjuences of  the failure of Government to hoid

examination should not result in toe penalaaatzon of
. Tamil students.

| occasion

Charms from the Skies!

On the morning of 25-02 92,
the people = of Jaffua were
put up by the poise of a
plane and several helicopters.
As the people were accusto-
med to this phenomenon,
they calmly took precaut-
ionary measvres to withstand
an air raid. But to everone’s
surprise, it was = found that
these ‘floating vehicles® were
dropping hand bills One set
of bills warned the travellers
not to bring through Vavun-
iva prohibited articles| to the
North. The other haudbills
exhorted those | who had
deserted the Islands to go
back. In the wake of these
handbills, other  isundry
articies. were dropped from
the helicopters. A bag bound
by electrical wires was also
dropped at Kaithady. People
ran helter skelter but| noth-

“ing came off. An adventurous

person = opened the |parcel
only to find ‘charms’ in the
form of a cut pieces of
pumpkin, blocd, lime fruit
and some flowers etc. At
Chunnakam an aluminium
pot was dropped. It fell on
a roof of a house and damag-
ed some tiles. This pot was
found to contuin meat and
crabs! Tamil people were
once considered superstitious
and believers in devils, black
magic, witcheraft and evil

eye etc. Since the commen-
cement of the aerial bom-
bardment of the Narth East,
they bhave come to believe
that all the wicked spirits
have  taken refuge in the
South and West of Sri Lanka.
Now | they don’t |care a
devil [for the devils. If the
Sri | Lankan | Government
thinks that it can scare (the
Tamils, it 'is now too late.

This latest technique | in
aerial, warfare, is no doubt
a sorry refle ctxon on the
armed forces. It reveals their
inner | weakness and their

dilemma as to what to do.

and what notto do. If they
think that they could psy-
chologically  weakea = the

resistence of the Tamil peo-

ple, it only Speaks glaringly

- of their impotency and weak

military strategy. Can auyone

forget the excreta dropping
tactics of the Sri Lanka Air/

Force during the siege
operations of the Tigers for
the Jaffna Fort?

o

Some people wonder whe-
ther the Sri. Lankan Alir

Force have turned away from

their usual calling and become

‘“Kattadiyas’ (sorcerers) for a

change!

MINISTERIAL
CONSCIENCE PRICKS

Mr. Festus Perera, Minister
of Home @ Affairs, | Public
Administration and Pgovincglal
QCouncils is! reparted to have
lamented at a meeting held
at Vavunia that in the [slands
Division of Jaffna where over
40,000 people lived there are
not even 400 people living
today.

The people of the islands
déserte’d théu' homes at the
approach |of [the Sinhala
army and are living today
as refugees in the mainland
Jaifna barzing a few ald

people who could not run
away. { oot
Does the Minister not

know that the people of the

islands have deserted their
homes because an alien Sin-

hala force is occupying thelr?

land?

If the Miuister is
worricd that the islands are

deserted, wm he ask his
Government to withdraw its

armed forces from the islands |

so that the people may
occupy their own homesigad

live happxly and peacef lly?

really |

LT TB DINGS ALLEGED INTERFIEW

The Head Office of the
LTIE in a note denied that
Mr. V. Pirabakaran, the LT E
leader, had evcré giVéfl axll

mtnrvww to Franklm &lavu’a:
of the Islund.

The | Island published fin
its Sunday issue of 23rd Feb-

Six Tamils
Reports from Trincomalee
state that six civilian Tamils
were shot dead at Sampur
and Seethanaveli in = the
Mutur Division of Trincom-
alee District.

According to the report
the two villages were rounded
by the Sri Lankan Army on
Sunday, February 16. On that
the Sri Lankan

Army oppened indiscrimin-

o |
B b

shot dead

ate fire. and
civilians died.

six . Tamil

The |same report (further
adds | that army  search

operations were set in motion
in| various villages in the
area from January 21 and is
continuing unabated. Already
a | number of Kkillings of
Tamils by Sri Lankan Army
were reported.

RAMDAS CHALLENGES
JAYALALITHA

Reports from India state
that Dr, Ramdas, leader of
the | Pattali Makkal Kadchi
(PMK) has challenged Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister, Jaya-
lalitha to arrest him if she
could on the score that he
is a supporter of the LTTE,

The reports say that Dr.
Ramdas, speaking to Press=

| men at Palani and Tindukkal

severely criticised the Tamil
Nadu Government and  said

that it was the duty of every
Tamil to render all assistance

to the Eelam Tamils engaged
in the battle for the Libera.

tion of Tamil Eelam, M/s,
Jayalalitha has no right to
deny this right to the Tamils.

Continuing Dr. Ramdas
said that he and his party
openly | support the LTIE.
He challenged M/s Jayalalitha
to arrest him if she could for
his- open' support to the
LTTE. | Tamil Nadu prisons
can accomodate only 50,000
prisoners but if M/s Jaya-
[alitha thought of arresting
him over 200,000 voluateers
would court arrest, added Dr.
Ramdas.

of

ruary whaﬁ
feature art
Franklin - Rav1raJ that he met
Mr. Pirabakaran on 26th
January, 1992.

he *unda

appear:d llke a
cle, a story by Mr. |

Island article is |

A note Lworthy feature in

that a correspondent who .

travelled all the way from
Colombo to Jaffna reports
of an alleged meeting at
which he apparently had not
asked any question from the
LTTE leader!
article contains, apart from

some d:scription about the '

travel of the correspondent,
a saort

-have said without any
qunstmns being asked. The
story itself has been published
almost about a month after
the alleged interview. ~

The LTTE’s official- denial
the alleged

makes a hoax of the entlre
article.

128 Smhala
familes Settled i in
one week

128 Sinhalese families have
been settied in  the village
of Kokilai m the Jast one
week. Kokilai is in the
Mullaitiva District and on

the boundary between North

and East.

According' to reports from

Kokilai, these 128 families
have been given newly built
houses for occupation.

New Era Publication Ltd., -

267, Main Street, Jaffna.

The whole

summary of what
Mr Pirabakaran is supposed,

interview
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