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Govn covens muses

“It muht be emphasmed however, that human
rights| abuSes are not s1mply the result of government’s
mablhty to exerclse proper cqntrol over the security
There | are | &gnﬂf;cant indications that the
Government itself wishes ‘to | ‘cover up abusive acts
perpetratﬂd in its neme ‘The Indemmty (Amendment

| From the Rep}art of thq Canad:an
Human Rtghts Mission zto Sri Lanka.

J

!

RTUE

of Tamil, Eelam.
Mr.

M. V. Pirabakaran, the LTTE leader, issued
a statement on 19.4.92 on the occasion of the final
day celebrations of the fourth anmsversary of
Annai. Poopathy who ' died on 19.4.1988 after
having wndertaken a = fast at Mamankam
Batticaloa during the Imlum Army occu pation

| Pirdbakaraw’s statement in Tamil
translated and repovied in full.
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Our |liberation  struggle
{ | .
stands foremost| in ' fame
because (of our great human
saciifices. Never before in
buman history has such a

. sttuggle taken place nor has

so much been accomplished.

In this wonderful and
sacrifical history of our
liberation struggle; Annai

Poopathy has a special and
4mportant place. Even an
has
made bold to die for the
sake of, truth can create
history in her life. The best
example for this proposition
is Annai Poopathy and her
sacrifice. She embraced death
for | establishing truth and
virtte. She, who was just
an ordinary mother reached
the status of the Mother of
the Nation by her unparalleled
sacrifice.

Whether in peacéful strugg-
les or in armed struggles

Musings of
Mr. Meddle

The visiting Buddhist clergy-
men’s speeches and  pro-
posals seem to me like the
voice of Prema and 'the hands
of IR, !

§

Curfew

An indefinite curfew has
been announced | in the

Vavunia aud Mannar Distr-
icts
pied | areas from the morning
of Saturday Apri],725.

excluding Army occus

oiu' liberation war is creating
world records. It has reached
the top layer of martyrdom.

Martyrs - Thileepan &
Annai Poopathy |

India which preached the
virtues of non - violence and
spiritualism, stepped into our
land one day as an agg-
ressive giant. At that time
one of our ! fighters launched
a fight based on'the spiritual
lineage of India. He wished
to teach India! lessons in
Mahatma Gandhi’s policy of
non-violence. His martyrdom
was the highest sacrifice in
the course of spiritual wil]
and determination.

! i
sz Thileepan’s} sacrifice gave
a great worxlng rormat| to
Mahathma Gandh:s pohcy
of non - violence.

Spiritualism which had died
in India was re-born in Tamil
Eelam in) a lrevolutlonhry
form with a new splendéur.
. Thileepan’s sacrifjce |re-
moved the Indian rélst that

covercd ' the
' people. It built up Tamil|
| Eelam ;nat.onahsm. Anna:i

' Poopathy’s non - v1olent strug

|
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— nmABAKAnAN

flre is |still- burmng gbefore

iﬁeyeé of | our

ggle was born !as the peOple S

upswge this j natlonal'j
resutgencé. | ;
| That old othep Annai |

‘Poo;bathy - imtolated herself |

\in the flre oﬂ Jusuce That§

| ration

' people have | been

us | as the ever]astmg
of | jour tfree

As al movement espousing
naqlonal liberations the LTTE
has introduced changmg stru-
ggle patterns from time to
time to suit the needs of
time. Qur *movement has
been an example ' and illust-
for those patterns
and has made miraculous

i( Conzrnued on Page 2)
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Bomb Explosuon

at Kompady

bomb = exploded a
Kompady near | Elephan
Pas&s on| Thursday, April 23
towards | affernoon Kkilling
several people and comple-
‘tely burning down three
sho‘ps. So faf9 of the dead
have been identified. The

| death toll is believed to be
bdut i15 A number of

injured
and ad 1tteq to Hospital.
Kog)pac? is the Jarea now
used by people to cross

over to ‘Jaffna peninsula. .

!

BUDDHIST CLERGY IN JAFFNA

A group of Buddhist cler-
gymen from the South arrived
at Jaffna on Wednesday,
April 22. The group which
arrived 'at the Palaly  Army
Base by Sri Lankan planes
on the noon wers brought
from there up to Senthan-
kulam by officials of the
ICRCG

From Senthankulam, a
special commando unit of the
LTTE provided  escort for
the Buddhist clergymen, who
were received at Jaffna town
by LTTE officials.

Dr. A. S. Balasingham
speaking at the reception to
the clergymen said taat the
Tamils ‘were'happy to receive
the clergymea and applauded
their peace efforts. He fur-
ther said that the LTTE was
not against the Sinhala people
or the Sinhala country. The
LITE doors are kept open
for peace and the Govern-
ment should take meaning-
ful steps to arrive  at a
political settlement.

Rev, Pandit Madampagama
Assigi Thero speaking on
behalf of the visiting ! cler-
gymen said that there was

: strong oppdsmon in the south

to their visit North. They
still declded to come to the
north because they wanted
to create goodwill between
the Sinhalese and |Tamils.
He further| said that the
Sinhalese and Tamils had
lived ‘amicably in the Island
for ages. It was foreign
imperialism that divided the
two peoples. After indepen-
dence there had beem many
acts of discrimination against
the Tamil people whlch has
resulted in | the present tragic
situation. He further said

that they proposed to meet

and discuss with the people
and sce for themselves the
difficulties lof the people.

. The Buddhist clergymen
met a delegation of -the
LTTE on Thursday, April
23, for| discussion. The Presi-
dent of the Peoples’ Front
of Liberation Tigers, Mr. K.
Mahendrarajah and 1ts Gene-
ral Secretary Mr. Yogaratnam
Yogi were also in the Tiger
team that met the clergymen.

The ¢lergymen handed over
certain/ proposals: which were
very brief. The LTTE is ex-

pected to| study the proposal
and hand over their | reply on
Saturday Apnl 254

. The proposals of the clergy-
men are as followe- J

I ;,The lindividual| identity
of all communities living in
the island should be mem-
tamed and! safeguarddd

There
should be pmty amongst these |

communmes a 1

RS Reglcnal unciLs sho‘uld
be setup ahd powers ¢ evolved
bn them. z ! =

3. The :sland of Srl Lanka
Whmh contams an ¢xtent of
25,332 square miles spould be
accepted as the tr;dttlonal
homeﬁand f all citizans. The
lndlvvdual ;xdeutlty iof {the
minorities Skould be accepted.

' There éhould be a
Senate whxch 'w1ll be com-

posed of | memberSt elected
by the Réglondl Copnclls

5. The zNor&h and East

should be ’empc)rauly merged
i

for a, period qf three years.
Thereafter |a referendum sho-
u!d be held in| the | Eastern
Proviace to dec:de on per-
manent merger.

i

|

| regions.

6: Re lonal Councils can
obtain fo;elgntloan for deve-
lop ent purposes}

7 Radio add TV services
shoyld Be established in the

8. Regional Police Force
should be established. Oppor-
tunity should be provided

for all citizens to join the
| Tegional police force,

REC AT Free Trade Zone sho-
{uld |be establlshed in the
Northeast‘.

| The vnsiutmg clergymen also
‘met the Government Agent
'and | other officials, Q‘hey also
' met | other groups of citizens.
'The V1s1t|ng clergymen assured
/those whom they met that
theyI would be placing the
(dlfncultles of ‘the people of
{the Nortk to all people in
{the Sout

{  The qlergymen lalso met
‘Smhalese Police and Army
\captives |in LTTE custody.
It s reforted that these
\captives ¢omplained that the
| Government had taken no
'meaningful steps  to have

§ them released.

| The clergymen also visited
some places destroyed by Sr i
Lankan \ir Force planes and

,other Ge vt. armed . forces,

|
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is no

Dr. |Shantha
ake-
Dead
pubiished ir
Il1th and I
respectively

Henanay-
n hjs afticle| -*The
éud of Guaerilla P litics”
the |ISLAND | of
Ith of April 1992
reers ,to fhe
Liveration | iigérs o} Tamrl
Eelam| as a Tainil sjatxonal-
istic guerrilla prgamsanon.
it ma){ haye started |as such
but ndw definitely it is not
LTTE }now eads a e facto
Governmen{  of| the | No;th
and Epst, the elam The
present war is etwe’en the
Eelam | which js governed
by vthe{ L1 TE and
the Sri Lanka | gov.rnmént
devoid| of poliiigal power jor
backm among b Sinhalese
which like | a pack of cards
could totter at qny moment

article | is self
: froim the start.
It states |that| mapy Sri
Lankans, mclddmg the
'\l‘amxls‘ are( noﬁ awhre of
the true ina u}-e of the
Guerilla poht;cs Many
Sri Ladkans miy not be,
but the Tamils who are
a Commudlty }whose main
‘mdustr&’ is education| surely
know thelr p'st ‘correct
hmory; past history | of the
world, | history bf freedom
struggles all ove; the world
and how an advanced to
the pr sent' sta}r where he

\i through  struggles
from slavery to freedom. This

The |abo
contra*:ctor

age long [struggle lamong
many Dthers is| based on
Guerilla as well as conven-
tional ethtdso war:farc.‘
Boston Tea Party
Tt is| good ta delve into
the hxs‘pry of o her countr-

jes to ﬂmd; out ‘how they
gained | their hauobhood
unification dtc. Histories of
Great Britaid, France, Spain,
Italy, | Germany|* Etc. are
revealing. Take for eXample
the only sup@er p()wer;in the
- world Modafy, the !Umtqd
States |of ’Ame ica. | How
did its| struggle or 1qdepen—
- dence sﬁtart?‘ It | started as
a gueplla | str ggle. All
remember tbe oston Tea
Party. The artldlpantl pain-
ted themselves! as| Red
Indians | and | precipitated the
attack. | Did | not these ; ;people
gain théil‘r i:ﬁldepﬂndenoe and
establis
United §S!ate§§ of
Did they not become a
conventional | army under the
leaderblp of chrge Wash-
jngton ?| Amencan settlets
never went | for k& General
Election or | a Referendum
to get| a voq to | fight
British xmpmahsm 5

The learned doctox" says
“The violecce, Lknlmg of

Amenca ?

people |and | destruction of
propert}‘§ is agdinst | both
legal as we,ll. as the :moral

H

5
|
$
|
!

the state called tHe'

codei of ‘people anywhére”,'

"American sett'ers did defi-
wmtely kiil Brmsh'
xdestroy Brmsh propgrty,
|destroy Brlmh trade tand
cciuse the| jossiof is empire.
'What legal right 1i1ey thad
las Ircedom ighters? Dld
they | act bgam&t all mi(:ral
codes of conduct? Just bec-
ause | ond bélong$ ta_ a
majohty commumly jone
should not +go tog low| in

lolemn words | like "legal”
and {'monal" to bolster] up
one s( argdments

1o the )samd way w{hen
statcs are | formed ‘wnh |the

will of the peopleifor ithe
progress and bcue;menti of

people did the opporents i. e.
opponents within the states
as well (as othet stafes

pppoéed to them and who
bvere] mostly r..ac(lonanel,

| S.| Th1a ar Jah

allow* these staies to exm
peavdully to perform and
pursue what the) considered
right.. For mstame wioen the
Paris| Commune was tor?
ter

in IE7 1 ;mmedmtely

the fall of Napoleon III did
not the am wrant Thiers,
its vehement nmponeut and

resciionary to iie core, form
the illicit Vae;saxi!es ar.my snd
conpive with ‘Bruasm and |
oust | it massacring more
than 26, 000 inmocent Jives?
Did all t e so cailed p: ace
loving legal nahqns U,SSIA,

ritain, Germany etc. aliow
the fledgling U. 8. S. R which

had |successfully revolted
agamst the tyrant |Czar|to

exist and develop peacefuily"
Whether legitimate or maral

all governments and people
gerve thcur class mteresta

Legltlmacy of the LT'i E

A brlef hxs*ory ol’ recrm
Tamil| politics will |give! a
glaring picture of how LITE
got its legiiimacy to lead
North| Eas; in its fight for
Eelam
ysearh Tamll leaders who
were ipart time pdlmcxans
strived for an existence along
with qhe ;nhalese But |at
every \turn | they | were rebu-
ffed. ?Ibus arose the Thamil
Arasu!Kadchy it, too, wxlh
its prbposal for federah§m
med peaccful 'methods ito
achxevb same. Ahimsa met-
hod *as trampled down by
the Smhalese Probably thns
is tbe type of legal Struggte
Dr. Henana)ake wants the
Tamils to follov He daoes
not want any other methads
that’ is why he says | “One
should not read’ this as a
statement | sgajost = Tamil
natlonahst polmcs While| 1
beheve that peaceful and
legal Tamil" nationalist polit-
fcs is 8 legilimate right of
the Tamils” Ahimsa stru-

For hearly forty'

i

traops, |

T‘\amilsi
to az
| their!
the
T mil ‘Umt‘cd Libetation
Fmtnt Youn%er apdmhtanti

the
fate
shed

failing,
thetr
extem
dif *"erences and forme?

ggle
realising |
cerfain

elements | were emergin and{
rearing for leadership. There-|
fore to satisfy this | ncw?
upsurge and junrest and o

assuage |the |aspirations of

| the studenta and the youth

' T U- L. F. at it inau uran
dlstortmg facts and use mice | g

sessjons | af | Vaﬂduk(l;ddzu1
passed \the resolutloxi to‘
restore ahd e -constitute an|

ixrdopendént spverﬂign Iamll

| would bé l'f).ﬁxded as

- state of Eelam in 1976 At}
' the General Elections in thel

following| yeas TULF s¢ught|
a mandate from
and said votes iULF;

leba!

stor thel

| ecit¢ taken from the Tamils|

‘on {he Tamil| Eelam 1b»ue

' an | overwhelming |
| Aftor

!
«88Ve (

‘UPPJTt
the elections, |true
to form our old part
time| politicians abandoned
Eelam. At this
the | “boys” |

Tam:ls rés ponkled and

who  were

idmifxusmﬂed and let down.

'by their
‘to the véngua{rd and took |
yto arms.

ILeaders. They came

| By its own right
and  through dedication \and
acrxl"ce the ﬂTTE! l‘cclame
’the ‘vam ard | oré,amsa ion
They arc cariying | on |the

the Thmilsl‘

stage came |

unaccomplished
. L. F for|whom
had given a
fight | for Eelam.
for | the legi‘&-
LTTE to| fight
behalf of the
Tamils gfor Eelam. If| this is
not enough, any persqn with
a iconsciencé will jaccept
that the peaple o[‘ thefNor

and East in| voting fpr the
Indepeudent [Groups the
last General Elections | reval-
idaged |their| faith the
LTTE. Evenkhou;h it{wasa
Eros arrangemen; ev ryoni

mdcy of the
for and on

knpws and subsequent devI
lop en({q clearlv siiowe that
th0se ?otesl werf th
LITE
|
Cause of ,MiIiLan f
| i i |
(tomradicti g hjsmsel Dr}ﬂ
Henanayake | state « Tamil
Guerridd politics,| in| fact

for| the| first 1ime, dlearly
and very fe-rfcef'u‘»l% indicated
to the Sinhalgse, Sri Lankan
state in geno}al anti political
leaders lin particular,

is

Tamil at:octlxsm
sozqethmg that ‘can | any

longer be ignored  and| that
real political solution ind a

nt to it b
$Sr1 ;Lanmﬁns lis an utmost
5 necgestity,” Dr. Henan yakeJ
must clearly mdcrstand that

i

that

sll

tagef of df*vdlopxqent
litangy arose b ‘cause
of the Sinhalese batfh relig-
ious |and | lay failed | to
urdergtand | and solve the
ethaic qupmod oes | be
still want the |¢‘bays” | to
sit at|the bal!e Fa::%y Green
nd get stoned and maipa-
ndled | by ?is peace| loviag
legal government avd the
Sinhalese hb)hgqns who i:ut

and burn the ‘l‘am:ls follow-
xqg mbral ¢odes |of conduct.

tbis ;
in m

Pressure ?

\Dr. |Hen naya&(e s#ys tﬁat
b¢caus of both |interpal apd
extern | pressures Sri ankans

slowly bemg, forced to
83}]81‘6 to tte “good |democ-
ratic ideals’>. By this ihe
admits| that the inhqle
G verriment is undemocratic
in| character and that it is

th mtcrnal and  external
pressures  that make | it

adhere to  good ! demccratnc
ijdeals. | This is, of |course
due to the pressures jof the
World Bank! FMF and the
Al gr§ups | This is eg&ternal

pressure. What s thq! iater-
na pressure?

|

tis tpe basbmg it gets f. om
the LTTE: kt is becdus@-of
this the government Wwas

tosced [to grant cmkensh:p
and franchise to the so-
called miljof Indian origin.

;(Coriltinuel on%Page 5)|

i { g |

Virtue Wlps,.. e

| Commuatwa from

lacnﬁces This unigue qua-
lity of ou:s bas caus:d our
struggie to be an/ example
and  model for the cnme
oppressed world

|

Genuine Peace effdrts§

We have shown as much
'honest approqch in peace
efforts as we show in jour
earnestness t owards ;war
efforts. We declared cease

fire on many Occaspons and |

participat¢d in peace tqlks
{Even| to-day our docrs,are
wide open for peaceful negotn-

atmns .

Even sd Sinhala | imperia-
lists are mot ready to settle |
the |national |probiems| of |
Tamxls by pehc ful melns
Senhala country fs still |
ready to  gramt justice | to

Tamils on the bas:s of huli]an
virtues.

The Smhala ruling ciass
does | not | appear to have
abandoned the old Opprestuve
path of oppressing and sup-
pressing the Tamil nstlon. and
still clings on te the schéme
of esthblnshmg military sqpe-
riority by amassing weapons,
by keeping the Tamil peo-
ple at the point of the gun
and by fpxmbly plunderning
the mbthcrgand of the Tamils.

i
|

Page 1) |
' No Fundamental
| Chang ] :

| There éeems |
memal c}mngo in the Sn hala

the problems bf tﬁe ;
The Sinhala racxst%
scem to have take
heast th patbenc conditions
of o{ur pkopla ong\tosse
theyl arc, in

unomhced goderna ce s
| ing }on e eap of
‘BOODOde d bodies of Ta

Nol forced gSetélem

ent

‘ |
i The Smhala% Government |
| thinks thit iti can forfe a
‘settl m By  pressurising | the

Tlgefs by escalating the

| on ihe one haand and cdrry-
|ing out park-fs on the otber.
 Our| movcment will ver

laccept thfs double tfnan ard

| approach i of d pdace.

If large deale | \aggressiod on |

{Tamil land |is committed |
and »larg numbers of T
'are killed,| the }doors of
whx«.h we| now keep pen |
shnll be | closed 1 should |
llike to nhke this veryc ar.
| P i

W e

war |

ils
ace |

1
{

We are mot enemies of
the path to peace. But
peacef eroaqh is| not a
question of  giviogup our
people’ ngh&s anh mierest‘s
Ydt ifw caniwm our p}eople’c
nghts—s we k:an maintain and
protect our ppople 8 mtere:ts-
we ar{I ready to embrace
the path of  peace. But our
enémy WISheF to manipulate

pe?cefu approach only asa

p litical trap, Therefore we

haye to be very carefhl w1th
thq enemy’s 8 rateglcal movet

Aﬁ Crdss ‘{}oads =1

y | ’
Bewaro i i
]I:day, we are in a critical

L_

e
B

.| his rical period The nemy

may a§tack us  militarily.
He| may\ continue a8 new war

of ggr#s:on But whatever
happens, so long as we are
pos 'esscd of boldness and
det rmmhtlon not to be

frig tenetl bg anytlu : no
forde on earth can beat us

It a h:stotncal fact! that
in a batile fbr truth, 'vxr(ub
' fin Iy qms |

holy day !et us
ré mbe all our martyrs

and people who died batiling

azainst ?hen ;aggréssioﬁ and
exténd |our salutatnods to

' those h roes, |

i
i
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- last

-and per\onne

8 FRE

v-F'h

The Australasian Feder-
ation of Tanpl Assomatrons
in a weal arag
ydum to (the Sri Lanka

8 in Pans ?Hrd‘ for the !
suspensrqn of aid
Lanka. ;

ed mem()ran-;
Aid |
. Group meeting on| February,

to! Sri|

The memorf ndum seut by}
its Chalrman Professor C.J. |
Eliezer says: Ler 'Lanka is |

the world today. Durmg the
30| mdnths
100,000 cmlldns have been
killed by thé Sri Lankan
Armed 'forcets and

almost |

their |

. one of the killing, fields in |

}

|

Special Task F orce (150,000 |

since July 1977) ‘There is
little ddubt that | the Sri
Lankan | Goqernmcnt was
enabled (to commit
crimes on 1tq own citizens

because bf the resopurces in |

arms and personnel it | has

these | _
. Force will soot

been able to lpurchase thro- |

ugh funds recelved from |
such bodies ag the aid group, |

Word Bank, IMF etc. While |

donors ;beheye
funds are ear marked| for
certain development projects,
they have little means

diversion| for | | military pur-
poses will be given later)
Further, leven |if funds | are
used  for *'*e intended
development, lit does | not

mean that Government’s own |
| are /multilater:

funds, Whlch‘ would otiher-

wise have been used | forf

development tro_]ects have
become available for arms

SRI LANI{A’S WAR

|1ACHINE
The Sti Ldnkan Govern-
ment is a | mighty 'war |

over 60,000 Sinhalcse civili-
ans whov were beheved to
have S\mpatlues with| a
Sinbalese Antl, Gwernment
Group—the JVP.| Having

tion, it | resumed with new |
ferocity the war | on | tha
Tamils. | | |

It has :beeng estimated that
in 1991, the| Sri, Lankan

ion run ees

43% more than the budget

waa mone than 259 of | the
total revenue of the counry.
(Sunday | Tlmes 17.11491¢
The lsxal;d 10! 11, 91)

The -G.overnrnent is able to
spend this high percentage

that their | addition of Several

of | |
ensuring |this s(exsutuples' ot 22 991) !

of jts revenue on the

'war, |

by |diverting what /it would |

normally| haye spent
development | o |

on |
military |

purposes, while international |

donations are|
dev’elopment 2

avajlable for

WHERE T]@ra FUNDS
WENT 1

Some repoi-ts
Lankan newspapers'

(a ) “Governmmt slgned a
Ne
(Sunday Tlmes 28-4- 91)

(b) “Army jas taken deli-
very of a ne regrment of

that a
(60.000)

from Sri |

Arms Deal with Iraq” | it
| Jeopardlses

medmm range| 130mm artil- |

]ery from Chma” (Island

28.4.91).
(c) “The Sri

of & new squadron & of
supersoni¢ et fighters... 2
(from China) (Island 26.5.91)

(d) “’l‘he iSn
Arn;y is stréngthening
armburedl corbs

Lankan
its

Dozens
Tanks from | China and
Poland * (S'unday Times

!

(e) “The Srr Lankan Navy

- would commlssxon three new

| Chinese gun boats|..

9 (Is_

| land 8 11.91). |

Whether do yor institutions
or not, their
are |provided | by
ald these are

finances
some stafes.

| answerable to | their taxpa-

;yers We behe;ve it
;responsm]llty of

fensure th at fuvd

| bendtit .
| term prngxamb and repeti- |

?i-tlve |re u4sts:
disposed | of Snnhala opposi- | el

| the ‘counl'ry €

| are {not |us: dx to
machine. Through a Specia] | 5 =
Task Force (S7F) it killed .ethmc disad vanétagt.

pqop]e of

(a) bengﬁt al
and

uitably,

(b) support development
purposes of ldng - | standing
jnstead Qf short

i
i

4
Among the if ctors which

| the Aid Gr uiu wonld need
| to consid{r is ﬁhe continuing
| hum;m rlrhts snudnon Rece-

7’ntly, the |EC |Pariiamentary |

| Grouo.

Government sgent 16.7 bl"- Amrjestv In crohtiondl, Wheid |
ay - against | the | Co ncil m-
budgeted | 11. 7fxlllon rupees, pes

| Commnt e

on its genocldal war on the :Workm - UN Com
Tamil nation. | Thid améuny | S2T8Scs pf the P

Représent tives | of
Churches,
tor Refugees,
Group on | Disapp-

| missjon on  Human Rights |
| have visifed brl Lanka and
Ereported on tﬁe horri ying
5human rights s nuutlon These
%gruups were not able to visit

' the Iamx
| first|

are 45 and ascertam

hang tu: devastation

Lankan | Air |
take delivery |
i’Dollers 1000 million with |

with | the
j the |

HOT SPRING

and destructlon caused by |

Govemmsent  actions.
European and British Parlia-
mentary

disappeared and lenvisaged
similar | number
wduld be | the
equivalent dead in the North
and East ‘

The Sri Lailkanl Cirn
ment has been aware
. human frights record

its app]lca;ons
for mternatloqal and It;has
become customary, 'at times
when the Aid Group ls'due
to meet, to talk about
negotiation, peace, devolut-
ion | etc.| At | the October
1990 mecting, donor count-
ries| pledged a massive US

| the hope that Government -

LTTE talks at that time |
would result in lasting peace I

| (Island 27.10 91)

Acknowledgmg the aid,
Sri | Lankan | Minister
| declared in Pdrls { {

| “The povernment would
| honour | its | mte'rnatlonal

| obligation regardmg human
| rights”

{the moment only.

; lare %for
The Sri

Such assurance

iLankan Government has a

is |the |
donars to |

promote |

US |

Ehlstory of treating Internat-

 ional Human .Rights orgam-
sations and their reports W1th
ta degree of contempt

For exampie, «Sri Lankan
of | State [for

Ranjan Wuerame.
irenewed | his | charge that |
Amnesty International was
a terrorist organisation... | I
' don’t take any notice of it

| Minister |
i Defence

| (the report). Mr. Wijerdtne
|said”  (AFP| Colombo
120.990.) -

Certain thnd world coun-
| tries| have bad)| human rights
| records. What | they desire| is
for large |intermational dona-
|tions to spend as they like,
'and  have the freedom | to
' kiil off all their cpponents
without lnternatmnal object-
ions.

"INTERNATIONAL RELIEF
ORGANISATIONS

| As the 'war escaidted and
| human desolation internarignal
| relief and humapitarian orga-
msauons became cancerned.
Some overseas| NGOs were
rable to entcr and rmdcr
| relief. The Inte;'ndudnal Red
| Cross was for years refused
*admrsslon. Eventudziy, undet

‘The |
Team after their |

November 1990 vxsn stated
that 60,000 Smhdlcse hadf

that |

internatlonal
mission - was

i i
presst'lre, [per-

great work, ﬁesplte shortage
of f‘unds and other handldaps
Goxgernmbnt | however, | has
disliked thgm‘ and created
| dlfucultm as | the followmg
1 reports wnll show 5

{
i | ‘

( |
‘ “Srl Lan;an

\ Air Fprce
| bombed the Jaffna| Hospital |
| on Frldav, two days afteithe
' Red Cross op{ened it under |
| a safety plan,, ICR‘C séxd”

(AFP 104190 | |

““Three expairlates worhng
for a French V'Pluntf:er Ofga-
| nisation are to be Iown; to
| Paris after bemg wounded in
an gurcraft attack lon their

" (AFP4.5.91) |

“ICRC complained thata |
rice ware-housq operatedé by
them had been bdmbe

' Point Pedro ‘The
spokesman co 1rmcd th;s.

(AFP 19-10-91)

“The NGO opel’atmg in
' Sri Lanka have | 'been| brought |
§under mvesmgatmtn’ bli' a
- Committee app mtec’ by the |
' Sri Lankan Government. The
| object is | appa}rently to dis-
Icredlt these { uumzamtarhan
' workers who are giving rehef
[to the Tamﬂ pgople 2

“Internatlona:’ Commxssfon

7

| of Jurists, a no Govemment
organisation with ajconsuit-
ative status at UNESCO has

, | expressed | concern | at the
|probe into NGOs in ‘Sn
'Lanka” '

(Sunday "I.‘lmes 8 12-91)

grantéd reluct- |
antly to ICRC in 1989. These |
rehéf orgamsatious have done ;

mili ary

| HUMAN iuGuTs Axb
' INTERNATIONAL |
COMMUNI’I?Y

The Intematxonal Com;nu-
nity has ? collectlvg respon«
sibility for the maintenance
| of ‘'human rnghts 'm every
| part of the world.  While
| internal affalrs wuhm States
| are accepted as matters |for
non-lnterference from but-
side, hum;n rights is a diffe-
rent matter 'I‘hese ‘respohsr
bilities on the| Inte na 1ona]
| human rnghts is a| dlffercnt
matter. These re ponsrbll-
tles on the Inte}natidna]
community ard enslirmed in
the Charter of the| Uﬂgted
' Nations. To take an example,
| the pations which combined
to lmpose economi sahc-
tions on South Africa ﬂid
' so under | thexr comtmtments
' to the human nghis of all
people. | o
Some Intematnonal state—
ments would be ofhnterest'

| European Commumiy Staite-
| ment (22-10-90): “The Cqm
' munity and its member states
{urge  the Govemmedt to ob-
'serve its international obli-
\gations. in| the field of human
rights. The Community and
its member States |wish |to
\draw attention to the fact that
member states will be con-
‘sidering their future assist-
\ance for the develoﬁment of
Sri Lanka’s econorny wuh

reference, among other fact-
iors, to the Government S per-

formance in regard tq) human

rights.”
(Continued on Page 4)

Over 100 Ta{mﬂs *hvmim
\the areas und Sri| Lankan
3Army occ‘upat?;n in| Vavunia
|were| arrested | by [the Sri
\Larkan Police | during the
'second week o Apl%ll.

I It jis reborte thatﬁ persons
resident within | areas under
er Lankan Army oc upat#on
\are requmed to obtam speTal

‘IN VAvurhlA

identity catds These persous
were arres;ed as they had
not obtained the spedial

identity cards. The _arrested
persons 1nclude women.

\ The report further séys
that some | arrested |persons

_were rekased but none under

the age of 30 were rhleased

CWIIiahs

| Twelve i)erso ns were inju-
ired when Sri Linkan| soldiets
%broke inté a rice 'mill |at
Palamunal near K=x:ttanki1di
\in the Battlca oa District.

i §
Earlier the L!TE opened
ifire | at servide personnel
' proceeding *ron;l Kattankndi
‘to Arayampatby Al reserve
?pohce officer wus. Killed and
‘a soldier bel on{:ng to }the

'Volunteer Cofp of‘ the eSl'I

'Lankan Army hwas 1mured in
the LTTE atta) k.| |

§

Cansequent \r) thns &he

?Smhala soidiers en’ eredi

irice mill at Pwiamufm and
‘attacked perso 1s | therein.,
Twelve Tamxls ar: %repon‘gted

{ |
i !

Reprlsal st

Attacked |h

i
!
§

injured in thls mcxdeéﬂ which
took | place} on| Wednesday.
April 8 } 4

More trodps
moved mto |
- Vavunia |

Large numbers of| troops

jare reported to have been
moved into Vavunia town
by the Sri Lankan {Armv.

, Accordlng tov the; report,
large numbers of ‘Smhala
soldiers are being wamped

‘at Tamil and Muslim scha;o]s
in Vavunia town. l-{undwds
of soldiers are encamped
jat the recently renovated
‘Muslim school at Pmamch-
chi Puhyankulam.

i

ﬁm
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N CETET

IA'I"I'ICALOA

Level of Militarisation - Alarmin

P eter McCreath and Pierre
Duquette, accompanied | by
Robin Gibson, visited the
communities of Batticaloa,
Kattankudy. Kokkadichcholai
and Fravnr. During  the
course of three days conver-
sations were held with com-
munity  leaders, religious
leaders, the militarv com-
mander of the secur:ty forces,
the political officer of the
LTTE, the Government Agent,
the faculty of Eastern Univer-
sity 'and many members of
various small communities.

The most moving part of our

three-day visit was the expe-
rience of being approached
by over 260 individuals,
mostly women, and presented
with letters or petitions be-
seeching us to assist with
the locating of a disappeared
loved one, be it a son or
daughter or husband. About
60% of the disappearances had
occurred in 1990, the remain-
der in 1991. with a bandful
occurring either in 1992  or
prior to 1990,

The most alarming aspect
of our time in Batiicaloa was
the level of militarization.
Not withstanding the govern—
ment stitements that Batti-
caloa district had ‘return-d
to normalcy’’, the region was
under a virtual state of war.
There were checkpoints
- maintained by the security
forces at frequent intervals
in the towns and on the
main roads The LTTE main-
tained their checkpoints | in

! courteous

the inland areas. While the
militarv | personnel | seemed
in | carrying out
their  responsibilities, the
automatic weapons, be it an
M 16 or T 56 dr other offen-
sive, weapon, carried by
virtually every scldier, police
officer or Tiger soldier, were
highly intimidating. We spoke
to two men in | Kallady who
told as of incidents where
villagers had been harassed
and killed by Muslim Home
Guards and security forces.

The population seemed to
be in a general state of fear.
People were discouraged from
going out at night The poten-
tial for arbitrary arrest and
or disappearance se¢med to
exist in the minds of most
people we met. Only in the
Muslim community of Kattan-
kudy did we find unequivogal
and whole - hearted support
for the security forces and
the government. They blamed
the LTTE for the @ August
15th, 1990 mosque massacre,
in which 103 peope were
killed while at!prayer.

In (the village of Kokkadi-
chcholai, we were | deeply
moved as the villagers, des-
cribed the June’91 massacre
and listed the members of
their families among the 107
people killed by security
forces. They also complained
about daily harassment from

the army, including soldiers
entering homes and| taking

what they | wanted |

It was apparent to us that
normal life in Battncalpa dis-

‘thad |

HOT SPﬁ“

(trict was not possxble. At
' Eastern University in Chen-

kalady the faculty indicated
that the government had
virtually cut off all funding
and that fear of commuting
reduced [the | student
enrolment from the| normal
{ pumber of 800 to 200 stu-
dents. From June to Septem-
\ber 1990, the university was

effort to bring in other meﬁj-
ers of their families. and
people were still disappear-
ing or being killed and bodies
desecrated = with no proper
identification or burial.

' A sad consequence of the
conflict was the departure
of many of the community
leadess They had left to

into 'a

turned
refugee Camp. |

closed and

Generally there seemed to
have ‘been a drastic reduction
in government services. For
example, hospitals and infir-
maries were closed and there
was no evidence of recons-
truction either of houses or
infrastructure. The country-

side was dotted with houses
and buildings that had been
shelled or bombed. It was
widely reported that two
youths were shot and burned
within four hundred meters of
our hotel the first night we
were in Batticaloa.

The Brigadier of the Army
seemed to be making an effort

to rectify the appalling dis-
regard for human rights of
arbitary arrest, but evidence
suggested that not all |arrests
were reported. Some detainees
were kept in secret camps,
some people were arrested
and held as hostages in an

There is one - word poem

The base df ‘Tlf'anthiIityv

Fashion leads to passion without reason
Illusion covers the vision of ihe bosom
Collision of might and right results beyond fathom
Pollution pervades and flows everywhere as poison

Nations are built on the marshy land of might
But \not on the bed - rock of healthy
Notions of mercy with mi-ht must lead to see light
Caution the motion of d.mination to illumine brighl

right |

Lot of words about amity and cemity on the lip
But 'the puzzle and tussle of the mind always clip|
Correct belief should march hand in hand with couduct right
Resurrection can be felt and seen as' s-ul vision perfect

Science is not the panacea ror all the ills of the world
Conscience is the root cause for all the incessant evils that whirl
' Nuisance bubbles nakedly with vehemence in the thinking pool
Patience and purity of m/md is ihe source of calm and cool

Telescope and micrescops cannot measure the scope
Tales of discoveries and inventions induce the mankind to immerse
Valleys of hatred and jealousy expand ard engulf the humanity
Callousness and selfishness smash the worla’s integrity and unity

of the universe

‘Love” the human beings have to sing and act
Bear it in mind perpetually so that the rhythm will keep them perfect
Lore light tranquility ond bliss wiil remove the haman pain

Stir the heart to do sclfless service, without gain

— ANBEZHIL |

Excerpts from a Repért'presented
by the Canadian Human nghts
| Mission to Sri Lanka.

seek refuge elsewheie.

The
strongest remaining sense of
community leadership seemed
to be provided by the
intrepid Jesuit  fathers of
Saint Michael’s College, in
particular, Father  Harry
Miller and Father Joseph
Mary. Under Father Miller’s
leadership, the Batticaloa

Peace Commntee had
developed and  maintained

what is. probably thp mogt
accurate list of disappeared
persons. They have recorded
since June 1990 a list of 3,418
disappearances.- '

Few people addressed any
attention to anything going
on in far away Colombo. :
The universal preoccupation
was somp!e survival.

We left Batticaloa havmg
formed a number of conclu-
sions. | It was apparent that
respect for human rights of
individuals | seems virtually
non-existent.

The govermment’s refusal
to seriously address the
problems of disappeared

persons or to establish acce-
ptable forms of due process

in dealing with arrests and
detentions can only be des-
cribed as appalling It would
appear that at lower levels
there is little discipline in
the army. The government is
unwilling to admit that
atrocities continue to occur
or to recognize that the

(Continued on Page 5)

Sri Lanka... j

(Continuation from Page 3)

| Amnesty Director to Aust-
ralian | Financial Review
(6-11-90) ““Amnesty Interna-
tional and a number of NGOs
have for a number of years
urged | donor governments
to use this forum to pressurise
the Sri Lankan Govt. to ensure
the rule of law through out
the island. Until governments,
including those of Japan and
Australia. consistently take
account of human rights con-
siderations in their aid poli-
cies, a so called improvement
in the aid performances will
not become a reality”

Australian Council for

Overseas Aid (Resolution,
September 1991) ‘to urge the

Australian Government to
channel AID whenever possi-
ble through NGOs and other
bodies to ensure that all vics
tims of this conflict are
assisted”’ - thereby recommen-
ding that aid shovld not be
channelled through the Sni
Lankan Government. |

Norway has recently with-
drawn its aid to Sri Lankan
Government in view of its
continuing human rights abu-
ses. (The Island 2{-10-91)

| PEACE INITIATIVES

The need to find a peace-
ful solution to the ethmic con-
fhct that has brought so

much misery has been em-
phasised by mapy writers.
Hopes were hign when the
Government and LTTE initi-
ated peace ta'ks in 1989, For

eighteen months talks contis .

nued and it was said that- J”

agreements on several points
had been reached. However,
in June 1990 the ta'ks collap-
sed, and the war resumed,
with each side blaming the
other for the failure. It should
be noted that none of the
agreed provisions was imple-
mented by the government
during the eighteen months,

indicating that it was not
commitied to the objectives

of the talks but was utilising -
the time to re-arm itself. The
conflict goes on inconclusively,
and friends of Sri Lanka have
tried to bring about peace.

1. The Australia Govern-
ment, based on a bi - partisan

recommendation from @ the
opposition, approached the

Sri Lankan |President twice

during |the past 12 months
calling for a negotiated solu.

tion, involving the British
Commonwealth of which Sri
Lanka is a member. Positive
response has not been forth-
coming.

2. The Europsan Commu-
nity ‘communicated to Sri
Lanka las: week ahout the
need to find political solu-
tions to the| country’s pro-
blems” (The Island 1-12-91)

l APPEAL ,

We urge youn to suspend
aid until the Sri Lankan
Government changes its policy
of a mﬂnarv sclution to a
negotiated peace. Economic
and poiitical sanctions should
also be |considered if the Sri
Lankan = Government conti-
pues with 1ts intransigent
policizs. |
By Courtesy: Tamil Nation
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A Few ﬁnestmns fo the Bmldhlst [Bl’l kkus

Du!té Gamini's Armres to
kill Ellalan, the Tamil king

renowned for admnmstratmni

How are the Sinhalese hurt
if the Tamils are allowed
to manage their own affairs
in their dry and bqrren North
East?

When in Il958 and other

" subsequent occasions of mass

Sinhala racial| viclance against
the Tamils who happened to
live in the midst of the Sinha-
lese, the Sinhala Government
had no alte}natrvh but to
commandeer the cargo- -boats]
then in the Colombo harbour
and ship them tol the ports
of the North and| the East.
Why did the Sinhala Gavern.
ment ship this human cargo
to the North|and East? Is it
not because [the North and
East were their traditional
homeland where they could
find 'safety? | b

When on the occasions of
Siohala mass | racial violence
sgainst the Tamils, many
Tamil victims took shelter
in Christian Churches’ | did
any such Tamil victim of

|

- security

Sinhala racial violence seek
shelter in| any Buddhist
Vihere? Did any Buddhist
Viharadipathy invite any of
these Tamil victims of Sin-
hala racial aggression to scek
shelter  in their Vihares?

According to Mabavamsa
and other Sinhalese chromi-
cles a contingent of five hun-
dred Bhikkus are said to
have marched hlong with

of justice. ‘Who' is 'the
modem Dutta Gamini whom
you have come to bless?

Buddhist’ Arahats- are sa'd
to have concluded * that |the
innocent civilias Tamils said
to number millions whom
Dutta Gamini caused to! be

equiralent to

killed were
beasts because they were not
Buddhists and killng beasts
was no sin and that Dutfa

=

Ggm:m”s actmn in éamr*g
the slavghter of such a large
number’ of Tamils would not
debar his entry to Heaven,
Wili similarly the torture and
the killing of at Jeast twenty
five thousand innocent Tamils
by the Sinhala Armed Forces
result in muderous Sinhalese
soldiers beipg admitted to
the ruliita Heave’n?

BOMBERS
Two Sri Lankah bombers

hovered over Jaffpa and
surruonding areas for| two

consecutive pights | on Satur-
' day, April 18th and Sunday,

April 19th reSpectively No'-
bombs | were | dropped, |
though |at places

various

-

I
Batmcaloa... ‘

(Continuation from page 4)

situations g simply lout of
control | Aside from enforcing
some disgiplire, the
forces s! onld
substantislly redice their visi-
bie military presecrce throug-
out the area. This 'would
make it easier te allow the

strict

-public to feel things are re-

turping to normal.

Economic resources are
badly mneeded in| the east.
Devclogpment assistancg must

reach beyond emergency re-
lief and focus on rebuilding

the physicai and human
infrastructure of a  badly
damaged /saciety. In . the

absence of leadershxp from
other :cllgmus commumms,
the Roman Catholic Church

would seem to bein a strong
position to  provide ' local

lcadership and perhaps could
be ond of the chapnpels through
which aid to the people should
be directed. The Canadian
High Cémmissioner should be
commended for her support
of the work of the Batticaloa

i

Peace Committee. The govern-,
ment should restore full fund-

(ing to Eastern Unrversny

The CdUGBtIOD of | the | next|
gen ration of L@aders mum be

a blgh pnorx y.

Four Tafnils

Killed in Trmco. |

It is rep orted that five Ta-

mil fisher nen were arrested at

Selvanagar in Trrpcomalce ;
‘Four of them have beea shot
dead. »ad

the other is
reported to have come back |
with, gun shot wounds.

:TERRORIZE

thz;y drved threateningly.

Tcnnon prevarled among tl;o

people but as it was dusk.

the movement oi‘ thei bom-

bers could not be slghwd.!
|

: |

1

1

Fisherthed
missing

Anyarajan ‘Nixon | (15).
Rajalingam Donald Suielh
Kumar (26) and Mmgr
Thasan | Stephen (24),,, three
fishermen from Gurunazlr
who weni out fishing mth.

sea off Mandativa on April
l4th have not returned

The' rclat:ons | of | tl!elb
ﬁshermen bave been grﬁlﬂ)‘*

. agitated because of the Srl

Lankan naval presence m

. the | sea.

u.‘\

i !
i

Legmm&cy.m

(Continuation from, Page 2) | Lo

It is also because of the fact
that people of North and
East with stood the rigours
of the econamic @ embargo
placed on thcm by not sending
even essential |item of food
etc.. It'is wheg through (their
ingenuity and bhard work that
the North anq to a certain
extent the East began |pro-
ducing for themselves gheir
own needs thus establishing

- @ home based | economy, that

the Sri Lanka government
realised that Sinhalese capit«
alis.s would lose their mar-
keis in the North and East,
This prompted| the | Govern-
ment to iift the embargo.

Sinhalese Goveromaut has to |
be taught good conduct the |
'hard way. Basically and intri-

"sically it is bad. It is like |
the Ancien Regime in France, |

they have not lharnt anything
or forgotten anythmg

Gun Culture

Dr. Henanayake says that
demeocratic politics creatss a
ballot based @ culture but
guerilla politics can ¢nly
produce a gun culture. Even
if he does nat understard
democracy, does he not know
thai what is pracus.d i the
Sinbalese areas? What do the
Black Cats, Ukkussa Praa-
carry?
guns ? Is Fremadasa Udugam-
pola talking through his hat?
What did the| bhalf burned
and floating bodies in South

' Lanka is a!

West atnd Central Hills re-
present? Is | it democracy?
No doubt the LTTE| carry
guns. They have to do so.
They are fighting for alcause,
for, an ideal, to redeem their
mother land | to defend aund
safe guard its people. | What

are these organisations in the,

Scuth, | West and Central

Hills fighting for? To mufflo
opposition, |suppress |trade
union rights, strangle cult
ural awakenmg and throttle
everything progressive. To
raise aioft ballot based cult-
ure but indulge in gun culture
undercovir.

i

Democracy and
Secularism !

Dr. Henanayake says that
“Sri Lanka has been viewed
by other member states of the
international = communify as
sccular and democratic. Is
there a semblance of demo-
cracy in Sri Lanka with its Gun

| culture?| Even if we accept

that Sri Lanka appears to be
democratic in the eyes of
those states whose credendials
to same are also in doubt, can
anyone boldly say that Sri
secular state?
Section 9 f the present cons-

| titution says [that it shall be

Do tliey carry toy |

the duty of the state to give

Buddhism the foremost place
and, to protect, preserve and,

foster the Bauddha Sasana,

| Where is the 'secularism Dr.

Henanayake speaks of ? Does

Loaabeiipiinabooail o
~he not know how  the

St
Lanka Government tampered
with its national flag? It has
now put four bo- leaves on
the four corners of the flag.
Is this seculamm" Whem

does Dr. Henanayake wants
to fool?

Colomsatlon

Accordmg to Dr H°nana-
‘'yake one of the basic mis-
takes of the Tamil nalion-
ai:sts is their inablity ito
drfferenuate between  Sinha-
]epe and Muslim people living
in the villagesin avrd around
their self  declared f‘Tamil
heme-land” -and the Sri
Lankan siate. He also conti-
nues that by identifying the

ordinary Sinhalese with the
Sri. Lankan state the LTIE
began ! eliminatisg ' the non
Tamil people from the Nor-
thern and Easterm Provinces.
What were these ordinary Sin-
halese domg in | the . Norih
and East? Surcly, they were
not engaged in any trade or
business of their own? They

" were planted by Sri Larkdn

government in the traditional
home land of- the Tamil peo-
ple after driving the Tamils
by force. This happenad in
Amparai through the Gal
Oya development colonization
and ‘in| the Tuncomalee Dis-
trict by the Kanthalar colo-
nization schemel Becaiise

‘the Taniif leaders of the past

engaged them:elves in the way
Dr, Henanayake 'wanis us
even now to follow, within a
period .of fifteen jyears from
1949/ the Sinhalese govern-
meet was able to carye out

= wo electorates in the Eastern

Province and got two Sinha- |
lese
parliament - one from Ampa-
raj and other from Seru- |
wila. This is the crafty |
scheme that  the Sinhalese |

- played oa the Tamils to deci- |

mate them io their own tmdl-
tional home land. Does Dr.
Henanayake want the LTIE |
to just sit tight and look on? |
Forcible cﬂomzatron can only
be stoppsd by force There |
is -nothing else unless the

government rejents. |

Concluslon

The Tam.l leade*n in thelr
early stagés of political | in-
volvement | commxttéd nilst-
akes. | They rather wanted
to identify themselves with
the Sinhalese, some even
advocated the cause of the
Smhalese aad Buddhlsm In

members returned to

| asive = articlas

this the «eft® politicians
too made mistakes. Mistake,
even though sometimes fml.
could be excused if it is bona
fide. Dr, Henanayake urges
Tamil nationlists to give up
violent politics and to adhere
 to peaceful legal means to
establish their rights. But,
' he very well knows that stage
bas passed long ago. Hearq
to heart he knows that the
Smhalese government Is bent
' on genocide of the Tamil
' While talking peace, it is p!e-r
 paring for war. Let not Dr,
Henanayake with his ptrl!-‘
deceive the
gullbﬂe Tamils and drssuade
‘the Tamils from bsing pres
pared for wsr. Any ’famll
 Opposing the way the Tamil .
{nationalism is expressing
itself will be found tault
with by | future gencraﬁon'i.:

One Smhala Soldler Kllled

at Vavumya

A Srr Lanka §0! dxer was
kill:d 'and his weapan reco-
vered on 19th when the LTIE
attacked a group of (Sri
Lanokan soldiers | who trred to

move towards

the séntry |

‘points of LTIE near the Srl
Lankan army camp at Puﬁq

yenkulam, Vavuniya. The

: .imack took place with in 150 | |
'yards of the army camp. |

SPORTS

CRICKET |

In the Donald Ganashku-‘

maran Limited Over Cricket
Tourney, OId Golds beat
Centralites | (Blues) by 100
runs. This match was played
at the Central College Gro-

‘unds on 20-4-92,

' Fine fielding and good bbwl- |
ing cnabled the Old Goldl
to win eas:ly

It may be mentloned thﬂ
this is the Third Consecu- ;

tive Year of this knock-out |
tournament being organised
by Gin Vimalathasan,

—VUAYAKUMAR— |
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Serious Consideration Necessary

The Buddhist Clergvmen now in Jaffna have given
their set of proposals for the reso'ution of the Tamil -
Sinhala mational question to the LITE and the LTTE
reply according to |reports would have been handed
over to the clergymen by the time  this paper reaches
the hapds of our readers.
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The clergymen s iproposals | being ome that concerns
the general public need public & scrutiny. f

|  The following pomts find place in the clergymen’s
proposals: |

1.. The Island should be accepted as/ the traditional
homelapd of all the ¢itizens living here! The identity
oi' the | minorities should be admitted. 7

2.1 Regional Councils should be | set up and powers
dem,\ed on| them,

3.4 The \Iortheast merger should be in force for
three - yrars at the end of which a referendum should
be held in /the East to determine whether the merger
should |be permanent or whether the East should secede
fm m the meroed Northeast province.

4. A reglonal {Police where
found place| should be established

I A iree - trade zone should be opened in | the
Northegs

The Buddmst clergymen have also told the Press
in Jaffna earlier that they came here despite opposition
in the south and that the Tamils and Siohalese have
lived amicabiyy for ages and that the cause |of ethnic
conflict today is foreign imperialism and the discrimina- |
‘tory acts against the Tamils after independence

It | looks to |us that the Buddhist ciergymen have |
correctly diagnosed the malady but' have not found the
treatment.

all ' citizens = are

Of course the "lamnls and' the Smhalese have hved
amicably before the advent | of foreign imperialism
but mot under one state structure. The | Sinhalese had

their own kmngdoms| and the Tamils theirs and they
could ¢o - exist amicably in the island. Foreign imper-
ialists lumpé¢d together the different! peoples and |thus
sowed | the |seeds of dissension. Sinhala rale after |
independence has aggravated the woes of the Tamils.

the| Buddhist clergymen on the
cduse of the malady but re-iterate | that the treatment
lies in | restaring Tamil Eelam to the Tam'ls- and | the
Sinbalese ruling Sinhala Rata giving up | their imperial
claim fo rule the famils in Tamil Eelam.

We agree |with |

| In|regard tg the|specific |proposals| put forward
by the clergymen we regret! to note jthat they are
cognspicuous by the absence of any ' concrete proposals
in! relation to the fundamental| problems.

The proposals do mot concede that Northeast is
traditional homeland of the Tamils @It 'wants to treat
the Tamils ' as a minority in the context of an all
Island polity and not| as a nation. It speaks |of setting
up of regional councils all over the island which is not
even a/ demand of the Sinhaless. How does a Regional
Council in the south 'help to solve the problem in the
Northeast? It speaks of a referendum after three years
in the least to decide whether the east should remain
merged to the gorth jor secede from it. By the same
logic will ‘the clergymen agree to a referendum to
decide 'whether Tamil Eelam should' remain merged to
Sinhala Rata or secede from it? The proposals speak
of devglution of jpower — assuming that power resides in
the Siphala|staté and not |with the peoples — a, complete
mijsunderstanding . of domocracy | and ‘sovereigaty .

The proposals do not spsak anything about de —
colonisat on.  The clergymen refer to a Police Force
composed of all races' but| say | nothing about ' the other
armed forces. Does it require amy great intelligence to
see through | the plan - ensure recruitment of Sinhala
Police | in the Northeast, but leave the other armed
forces entirely in the| hands of the Sinhalese? What
relevance has frée - tiads zoume to resolving the natlonal
question except in so| far |as to remove some part of |

Tamil temtory out of Tamil hands?

These are 'some questions that reqmre to. be
senously copsidered by the Buddhist clergymen | and
we have no doubt that they will  do so - now that
they are d:eply involved in finding a peaceful resolution
of the | matignal conflict.

|

1

Tragedy at

Pomt Pedro

HAVOC BY NAV

| 25-04-]992

|

Twenty seven flshermen who went out ﬁshmg on Monday, April
20th, were attacked by the Sri Lankan Navy. Two of them died in
the sea, three are still. missing and the other twenty ltwo brought
ashore the followlng day by a rescue team of fishermen who found
them struggling for life in the sea.

The report in this connection
states that twenty seven men
Wwent out fishing as usual in

their outboard motor fishing
vessels on the morning of

Monday, April 20th. In the
sea they were fired at by the
Sri Lankan navy. Two per-
sons who died were Uma-
pathy Sivaraja, a father of
eight children and P. Selia-

thurai, a father of five child- |

ren. The missing fishermen
are Mathias Arulnayagam,
Arokiyanathar Varapragasam
and Sebastiampxlla: Shakes—
peare. Twenty two fxshermen

were brought to shore by a
rescue team the following
day. Having lost their boats,

' sonnel

they were struggling for sur-
vival in the sea, when they
were spotted by their kith
and kin. | :

The Sri Lankan Navy per-
have removed the
nine outboard motors engines,

i

destroyed their fishing lmpﬁe-
ments and sunk the boats.

Earher, an appllcatlon for
permission to search made
throuch the ICRC was dis-
allowed by the Navy Never-
theless, a search .was made.

lightening Atfack in Mamnar

The LTTE carried out an:

| attack on| Sri Lankan s-ldiers
- attached to the Thallady Army

Camp in Mannar, when the
latter came out of the camp
to clear a road block on
Saturday, April, 18th.

Reports in this connection
state thet when the  Sri
3 i

Kala Manram Celebrates

 Bishop’s Triple Jubilee

| The Centre for Performing

Arts, known in Tamil as
Tirumarai Kala Manram, is

organising a | three - day

Festival to celebrate the
triple Jubilee (/25 years as

Bishop, 50 years as priest
and 75th birthday) of . His
Lordship Bishop Deogupillai
of Jaffna. As patron of the
Centre he has encouraged and
fostered all forms of cult-
ural activities.

The Centre which funct-
ions with 30 distinct units
such as Drama, Folk - play,
Folklore, ' School of Fine

Arts, Radio, TV, ‘School of ‘
{Drama, Children’s Theatre,

Make - up,  Costumes etz.,
aims to impart a sense of

pride in the cultural heritage
of the Tamils. Its director,
Reverend Father Proféssor |
N. Maria Saveri and an|
Executive Committe (with
members from places such
as Urumpiray, Chunnagam
and Mallakam), are engaged |
in this field for the past
29 years. Most of the activ-
ities of the Centre are carried
‘out on a voluntary - service
 basis.

Lankan soldiers | came near
Vankalai junction about 350

yards from the Thallady
Army Camps, LTiE cadres
carried out a lightening

attack. | Eleven Sri Lankan
soldiers | were killed on the
spot. The LTTE ziso reco-

vered ]arge haul of arms and
ammumtlon

The ;Srl Lankan soldiers
thereafter retreated to the
camp. Following this lightn-
ing attack, 'a Sri Lankan
arnpy donvo consisting of
three armoured  vehicles
moved from Thallady and
the Vankalaj army moved
with helicopter support all to
the scene of the  battle,

The Tngerq attacked both
these contmgents and forced
them to| withdraw. A group
of women | LTTE fighters
was associated with their
male counterparts in this
attack. LTTE lost two of
its cadres in| this| attack,

BATTLE IN TRINCOMALEE

Reports from Trincomalee
state /that the ' Sri Lankan
Army contingents which tried
to move out from the Muthali-
kulam camp towards Tamil

villages were  attacked by
LTTE cadres and the Sri
Lankan soldiers returned to
camp. !

Thanthai Chelva
Memorial
Service

There will be a Memorial |

Service held at Tellipalai
Church of South India on
Sunday, 26th April, 1992
at 9.00 a. m. |

Rev.Fr.D. R. Ambdlavanar.

a biographer and Editor of |

Uthaya Tharakai, the oldest
journal in Eeelam, will
deliver the Memorial lecture.

At the same [time Sri|
Lankan armed forces con-
verging in the Kumburupiddy |

area with a éview to attack
LTTE have also met with
stiff resistence.

{| | Venue: Open Air

Time:

MUTHAMIL VILZA
CLEANTS 6@9;"

Rt. Rev. Dr. B. DEOGUPILLAI

Bishop o[ Jaffna.
24, 25. 26

238, Main Strect, Jaffnav
Commences daily at 5-00 p.m.

All are cordially mvited |
TIRUMARAI KALA MANRAM

April 1992
Theatre, |

New Era Publication Ltd., 267, Mairz Street. ' Jaffna.
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