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Americans said it in 1776
“When, in the course of human events, it becomes
: people to dissolve the political bonds
which have comnected them @ with another, and to
assume, among the powers of the earih, the separate
and equal station to which ¢ths laws of nature and
of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare
the causes which impel them to separation,”

The priaciples enumerated by the
representatives of the American
colonies on July 4, 1776.

Large Number of Persoms Arres

Reports from Batticaloa
indicate that the Sri Lankan
Government has set in motion
another spell of reign of
terror iu the Batticaloa and
Amparai Districts.

Large numbers of troops of
the Sri Lankan Army and
Special Task Force (Police)
‘personnel have been concen-
trated in towns such as Batti-
caloa, Kalmunai, Eravur and

‘Exincomalee.

_' According to the reports
the Sri Lankan Army has en-
gaged itself in its so - ealled
‘search - operations’ in various
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villages and the reports indi-
cate. that over fifty non -
Combatant civilians from
various villiges in the Batti~
calloa - Amparai
have been arrested by the
Army mcn and taken to
camps. The fate of the arrested
persons are not known.

The reports say that the
villages iof Kovil Porativus
Munaitiva,  Thumpankerni,

..Gandhipuram, Kaluvunthan-

veli. Thikkodai, Navatkudah,
Katchenai, Mandur, Vellaveli,
Kuramanveli, Porativu, Maki-
loor and many other villazes

$

Districts
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in  the Batticaloa District
were surrounded by the Sin-
hala Army in the last week
of August.

Persons from Kovil Pora-
tivu, Kadukkamunai and the
13th Colony are among those
arrested.

At Navatkudah a Tamil
civilian was shot and seriously
injured by Muslim Home
Guards.

At Ondatjeemadam a Tamil

civilian was beaten to death ..

by Special Task Force
sonnel. |

‘The reports add tdat Tamils
in the District are living in

per-

Civil Administration or Military Rule?

Soon after the capture and
occupation of some territory
" in Jaffna peninsula by the
Sinhala Armed Forces, the
~ Miiitary | High Command in
Colombo and the Colombo
. mass media proclaim ' that
civil administration is being
restored in the occupied area.

This happened in the Kayts
Islands and the Government
announced that it had set up
a Police Station there. That a
police otficer himself lament-
ed: ‘Whaat civil administra-
tion to administer when there
are no civilians here’ is ano-
Ty ther matter.

So too in Mathagal area
there are talks of civil admi-

FishermanKilled
by Cannon Fire

Fishermen who went
fishing in the Jaffoa Penint
sula were attacked by can-
nons by the Sri Lankan navy
nn 4.9 92 |

‘The report in -this conne-
ction states that fishermen
who went fishing in the sea
around Jaffna were attacked
with cannon shelis.

In this attack Queenson
(13) from Navanthurai was
killed by a cannon which
shattered his skull,

nistration when the vast ma-
jority of the residents have
escaped and only about 300 -
400 have been trapped.

Is there no civil govern-
ment in Jaffna. Who is the
G. A, Jaifna? Who are the
numerous AGAA -and othsr

government officials function-
ing in the Nortn? Are they
not civil admim§tratqrs?
‘Or in Sri Lankan Govern-
ment’s parlance does civil ad-
ministration mean setting up
Police Stations and Army
Camps ~ the substitution of
military rule for civilian rule?

S, T R
fear and tension consequent
to the building up of Sri
Lankan armed forces Sirengch
in various parts of the Dist-
rict and the almost daily

‘roundup and search operat-
ions’ being undertaken there.

Al hats;

Efforts tb Raise
Tamil Problem
at UN

Moves ars afodt: to get
Holand to raise the Tamil
preblem in Sri Lanka at the

UNO according to a news

ittm in ‘Uthayan’ - a Tami
Daily published from Jaffna

‘Uthayan’, quoting Professor

Peter Schaik, has said that at
a meeting of the European
Community held on the 18th
of last month, this matter
was discussed, As it would be
necssiary for a member state
to raise the issue to draw
UN attention, the féasibiﬁty
of getting the matter raised
before the UN by Holand, a
member state of the UNO,
is being explored.

'NGOO PROTEST AT

==dlhe-Co=erdinating Com-
mittee of Nen Governmental
Organisations functioning in
the Jaffna District has come
out heavily against the
decision of | the  Government
of Sri Lanka to cut down
the relief measures undec-
taken by the Government by
half, : '

It is learnt that there are
over three lakhs of ' persons
in the Jaffna Peninsula alone.
These are persons who are
displaced from. their homes
c¢onsequent to army occupa-
tion of their villages. Apart
from those displaced from
witain the Peniasuia there are
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- SLASHING RELIEF

also large number of persons
who have come into Jaffna
as refugees from outside the
Peninsula, Already there are’
refugees
Trincomalee, Mannar and
other Districts in addition to
the persons displaced within
the Peninsula, 5

‘ Accordiag to the Co-ordiha.—

ting Commitiee circles the

refugees and displaced per .

Sons: are experiencing great
difficulties for lack of _basic
other facilities. The
denial of relicf measures in
the form of dry rations by
the Government will further

jaggravate their difficulties.

]

width and 1 metre in  height.
40 nautical miles per howr. |

;-.“Sp:‘eed Boat Captured by Tigers

| = | Pictwre above shows, the Speed Boat of the Sri Lankan Navy captured and taken ‘over by
the Sea Tigers on Saturday August 29. The boat measured 13.5 meires in length, 3 metres in
The boat had two 250 H. P.Jet Engines and its speed is

from Batticaloa,
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It is reported that the Hon.
Mnister of Justice and State
Minister of H gher Education
has said on the floor of the
House of Parliament that
Sprcial examinations won’t be
held in futare. The Hon. Mini.
ster must find out who is res-
ponsible for disrupting the
norm-l examination. May 1
crave the kind courtesy of
your es‘eemed columns to
drive home to the Honour-
abl Minister the real condi-
tions and circumstances that
warrant the conduct of the
special examination in the
North. The Hon. M nister
must not pretend ignorance
of what is going on in the
North. We wonder that this
type of scatement of injustice
comes forth from none other
than the Hon. Minister of
Justice who is responsible
for the right dispensation
of Justice!

The Hon. Minister must re-
alize the fact that the normal
examioation get disrupted
because of the premeditated
act of the Goverament armed
forces The Ministry of Edu-
cation conducts the exa .i-
pation and the Mnitry of
Defernce disrupts it. Conduct-
pg an examination is realiy
a Governmental activity, and
the Government itself is res-
ponsible for disrupting its
own activity. S¢carity opera-
tion is purposely started with
the commenc: ment of the exa-
mination. JInvaria*lv, ‘every
examination in the Nortk is
conducted durirg curfew
hours. !hs case in point
ijs the present Gi. C. E.  A/L
examination Indefinlte curfew
is being imposed. The candi-
dates specially in the Vali-
North A.G A. Division are in
the midst of air attacks, and
artillery stell aitack. - They
did..’t continue taking up the
examination. [he recent G.
S. t¢xamination couldn’t be
held as there was curfew. The
Commissioner of Fxamijona-
tion has recently commented

that the present A /L exami-
nation is the only one that
is being held in commen
with the other provinces for
the last three years. But un-
fortunately this too is be.ng
disturbed by the current
security operations.

Ironically, it so happens that
gecurity.operations are regu-
larly and purposely planned
and timed with the public
examination. This time, the
A/L ecam. started on the 1st
of August, and the security
operation was scheduled to

Isruptin

start on the 10th of August
by the late General Kobbe.
kaduwa. Is this not a deli-
berate disruption? Why are
the security personnel so0
particu'ar about commencing
their operation specially dur-
ing the period of the exam.
This is zgain a deliberate
insidious attempt.

We feel that they might
have a double purpese in
view in ‘doing so. Oae is
to blast the future of the
Tamil candidates preventing
them from entering the Uni-
versity. Secondly, the forces
might be of the teeling that
the LT [E won’t be prepared
for a repulsive onslaught that
would cause the interruption
of the exam. and that they
could take advantage of
the situation, and that their
operation would be easy.

‘No special exams. in
future’ - if the Hoa. Misis-
ter’s wish is this - of course
it’s most welcome; but then
the Hon. Minister must see
to that the normal examina-
tion goes on uninterrupted
and uudisturbed. Hg should

Who |

he Normal

take some comstuctive steps
80 as to prevent the Ministry
of Defence deliberatiy disrupt-
ing the examination. The
Hon. Minister must realize
the simple fact that if the
pormal examination is con-
ducted uninterruptedly, there

esponsibie [0
Dxamination?

is no necessity for a sprcial
examination to be held, The

Tamils of course are always
in favour of the examination
being held nninterruptedly.
Our candidates prefer the
normal examination to the
special examination. We wish

the Hon. Minister of Justice
administers the right type of
Justice and treats everybody
alike before the eye of the
law in the name of justice.

S. Saba Subramaniam
Mulliyawalai-

Donoughmore Constitution

Sir,

Donoughmore - means -
Tamils no more, It took
several years for Sir P.
Ramanatban to realise, that
the Tamils were to under-go
untold agony and humiliat-
jon, in the hands of 1he
majority community, on the
acceptance of the Dono-
ughmore Constitutien. A
few days before his death,

he addressed a meeting of

Tamil leaders atRam apathan
College. He was in a
meloncholy mood and said
dar gerous times were ahead
of us- The Donoughmore
Commissioners have framed
a constitution which will be
the ruin of the Country...
please beware that our future
s in peril. How true the

situation is, is now evident
from the day to dav incidents
taking place in all parts of
the island. The Donoughmore
Commissioners knew  that
there were two pations in
Sri Lanka but carved out
one state and left the two
peoples to solve their prob-
lems and shape their destinies
between themselves. In fact
the Sinhalese and the Tami's
are shaping their destinies.
to the disadvantage of buth
communities. The process of
shaping is causing heavy loss
of life and limbs, and assests.
Peoples of several countrries
are of opinion that the
inhabitants of this island are
un-educated and barharioas -
1983 riots was the main

cause for forming such an

opinion. Pea Cock seldom
parts with its feathers vol-
untarily. You must remove
it by use of force. It appears
that simi'ar process fs in
progress now. One race can’t
rule another without consent.
This is a simple logic. Why
the leaders of the Sinhalese
people are - refusing to
understand this is a mystery.
Do they not love Mother
Lanka and its posterity? It
is nearly 45 long 'years since
we attained independance and
it is a pity that we are ?1)!
at the starting point or ifar
behind. Whatever said and
done - Sri Lanka - my sympas
thies are always with you.

MEESALAYAN,
Meesalai.

Saintamaruthu

Muslims Close Shop as Death Toll Rises

Muslim shops in Saintha-
maruthu remained closed on
Wedne:day, September 2, as
a mark of | protest against
the failure of the govern-
ment to provide security to
Muslims.

A bomb exploded at the
Sainthamaruthu Market on
Tuesday, September 1. The
death toll in this explosion
has risen to 24, Abeut 40
persons sustained iojuries.

The reports say that a
bomb placed by unkoown
men exploded at the Saintha-
maruthu Market on Tuesday,

September 1, killing 15 per-
sons. on the spot and injuring
over 40 others. Later reports
said the death toll rose to 24.

The government of Sri
Laoka has appointed a
commissirn of inquiry into
the incident.

Sinhala Police State Building up
in Tamil Eelam

Reports from Batticaloa
and Amparai state that
the Sinhala government is
extending its police machi-
nery there, According to the
reports. two mew police
stations have been Opened
there. Ope is at Veechchu

Kalmunai and the other is
at Sathurukondan.

According to the same
reports Sinhalese have been

appointed to man  these
police stations. A few
Muslims have also been
appointed. ~

Bomb Explosion at Trincomalee

A Kandy-bound bus stati-
oned at the mai. Bus Stand
at Trincomalee was smashed
to pieces when 8 bomb
exploded. Nine persons inclu~

ding a Siphala- soldier died
and over 40 were  injured.

The news in this connection
states that on Sunday. August

30 at aboat 11-30a.m. a
bus wailing to take off for

Kandy at the Trincomalee
Main Bus Stand was smashed
to picces when a bomb
exploded, killing 9 'persons
on the spot and injuring
over 40 others. Also some
other. buses parked in the
Bus Stand were damaged.

Reports from Trincomalee
state that it is believed that
the bomb exploded inside
the bus from a parcel allege-

dly left by some unknown
person in the bus.

What is School? Every
letter of the word has a
meaning:

S - Sincerity

C - Capacity
H - Honesty

O - Obedience
O - Orderliness
L - Learning

D. A. M. G.

Library Week
Hartley College

The old students of Hartley
Pedro arev”
eommemorating the Eighth

College, roint

Anniversary of the burning
of their prestigous 'library
with its century old collection
of books by observing a
Library Week starting from
1st. Septomber. During the

observance of Library Week
the old students will go
round collecting books to

restore and - re-constitute
their lost liorary,

at Lake House,

Yet Another Arsonist at Large!

Former President J. R. Jayewardhena sald recently
that the Police Officer who was responsible for the burning
the Joffna Public Library in 1981 is now an employee
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Mr. Premadasa is reported
to have stated recently that
it was the UNP that came
after him to accept the Pre-
sidential candidature and
that the would - be aspirants
were reluctant to  accept
same through fear. On the

cho of no derial by anybody
¢ else, it could be reasonably
assumed that Mr. Premsdasa’s
statement is correct. Presi-
dential  candidature  was
thrust on him by the UNP
hierarchy because of the pre-
vailing JVP situation at that
time. Recent ‘indirect state-
ments by the former President
J. R. Jayewardena too seem
to strengthen Premadasa’s
contentions. J. R. stated that
it was the sending away of
the IPKF which resulted in

the present grave situation.

He said that the IPKF was

inducted to prevent blood-
shed The shedding of whose
blood? He does not mird tae
blood being shed of the
Tamils as well as that of the
- IPKF. A statesman always
evolves ways and mears of
eliminating the bloodshed of
%l But J. R. wanfed Sinha-
se blood not to be shed.
\Vhat { a sadistic attitude?
J. R. was quick! to respond
when  Mr. Athulathmudali
wes allegedly injured at
Kawdana' junction in Mount
Lavinia, whilst cojlecting sig-
patures with his stalwarts,
There are various versions of
this incident. One is that he
was injured and hospitalised
and the other is that he was
assulted with a stick on his
legs. Whatever it was, Mr,
and Mrs. Jayewardena were
prompt to pay a visit to Mr.
Athulathmudali on the same
date. This call reveals where
his -affinity lies.

Sadism at its highest

Mr. J. R. Jayewardena re-
cently sent a Letter of De-
mand through his lawyers to
Mr. Dayan Jayetileke for
writing  something allegedly
defamatory of him. But this
letter could not be served
on Mr. Jayetileke, During the
interim period Lt. Gen. Kob-
bekaduwa and others were
killed by the Tigers. Mr,
‘Dayan Jayetileke attended the
funeral of Kobbekaduwa
During the disturbances that
came in the wake of the
funeral he was severely man-
handied and admitted to hos-
pital. Mr. Jayewardene made
use of this opportunity to
serve this! Letter of Demand
on the bed-ridden Jayetileke.
Later Mr. Jayewardene came
out with a statément that he
had given up the intention
to sue Mr, Jayetileke forde-
famation, as he had been suf-
ficiently punished by the
ipeople’. Was J- R, behind

the disturbances which took
place at Kanatte duri-g Kob-
bekaduwa’s funeral? A man
who is callous about other
peoples’ difficulties, if allow-
ed to talk, talks big.

S. Thiagarajah

(At an interview given to
the Sunday Times of 23-08-92,
J. R. said, “The Buddha
Dharma has profoundly in-
fluenced my thinking and
lifestyle®. Does Buddha
Dharma preach that to stop
bloodthed of the Sinhalese,
one should make the IPKF
shed the blood of the Tamils
and themselves ? What heights
of sadism and hypocritical
Dharma? Does Buddha

Inner-Pol

Dharma preach that one
should burn educational ins-
titutions and public libraries ?
Evervone knows taat it was
during his reign that our
valuable Public Library, the
best in Asia, was burat. In
fact, Mr. Jayeward:na has
admitted recently-ata meeting
held at-Hotel Oberoi that he
knew a hizh - ranking Police
Officer who set fire to the
Jaffna Public Library, ‘now
working as Senior Executive
at Lake House’.

*‘Ravays,’

The Sinhala journal ‘Ravaya’
has trotted out a new theory.
It says the recent ¢“Operation
Earthquake’’ was an eyewash
and has nothing to do with

the plan prepared by Denzil
Kobbekaduwa, His intention
was to capture Jaffna and the
plan was | code-named ‘Jana-
‘kirthy’ and was to have been
Jaunched on 14- 08 - 92, had
it not been for Kobbe-
kaduwa’s killing by Tigers. His
plan was for a battalions to
advance from Tellipalai to
Manipay and another batta-
lion to proceed through Araly
to Maripay. With the conjun-
ction of these battalion, they
were to start attack on Ja'fna
Town, This report gives a
clue that ‘Ravaya’ was privy
to Military secrets and that
such top secret informatjon
was available to all acd
sundry.  This | information
also lends colour to the view

how the medla in the South
rouses the masses and tend
to imisléad them. When they
discover that the war is not
going the way they want, they

- rouse public passions and

poiat out that the Army has
failed fo attack and capture
Jaffna. It shows scant regard
for high casualties that could
occur. Apart from the high
loss of Tamil civilians  that
would occur in the wake of
such an offensive, it would -
also cost the Sinhala youths
dearly. The Sinhala youths
have now learnt a lesson. The
promise of easy loot is not
inceative enough to attract
tiem to military service, as
‘was proved by the absenca of
youth at a Recruiting Centre
at Matara recently.

Teedor

Tamii Eelam Economic
Development  Organisation
¢ TEEDOR ) in its recent
publication *Atharam’ (July -
August ¢ 92 jssue) has
described the various ways
and methods by which this
organisation is striving to
achieve self - sufficiency in
food 'in Tamil Felam - an
outcome of the economic
blockade imposed by the Sri=
Lankan Government. Among
other fitems, it describes the
processing of fruits as
follows:- ¢Abundance of fru-

its in Tamil Eelam is a boon -

to the fruit processing indu-
stry. In the past (1970-1980)
the fruit processiog industry
flourished not conly as a
cottage industry but as an
export industry as welll’’

Bomber Attack
at, Kilali
Sri Lankan planes bombed
Kilali on Mogday. August 31.

One person died and a
boat was damaged. 1t is
understood that the boat was
being wused to tramsport
kerosene oil to Jaffna Penin-
sula.

Artillery Shell
Attack

The Sri Lankan forces
stationed at Palaly, Mathaga]
and Karsinagar launched
heavy shell attacks dirceted
towards the villages of Telli-
palai, Alaveddy, Sillalai,
Periyavilan, and Pandaterri-
ppu on Tuesday, September1.

The ' reports say that a
number of houses in these
sreas was damaged as 8
result of the ghell attack.

%

‘Mr. Chritie de Silva

Promotes Fruit Processing
Two Factories in Production

The fruit processing industry
which was stagnant for a
period was given a fillip by
TEEDOR in 1990. This indu-
strial processing veniure;seived
as an _incentive for  ihe
extension - of agricultural
pursuits, indusirialization a*d
for the development of the
economy of Tamil Eclam.

Two fruit processing plaats
have been established- one at

Kopay in the Jaffna District
and the other at Vaddakachchi
in the Vanni District. Soft

drinks which were hitherto

_brought. {rom Colombo have

been replaced by nutritiona-
ly rich fruit drinks prepared
from mango, grape, and nelli
juices. Other items prepared
out of such fruits are Jam,
sauce and cordial. The Inters
tioannal Food Protection Law

Agency has recommened that
all soft drinks be prepared
nutrition’- wise and that they
should contain  sufficient
fruit extracts. These drinks
have been prepared in kerping
with international standards,
under modetn hygienic condi-
tions. Fruits are purchased
during seasons of glut and
preserved insteam processed
containers in juice form, *

Relief Measures Cut Down By Half |
Military Expenditure on the Increase

The Secretary to the
Ministry of Rehabilitation,

has
sald that relief measures
undertaken by his Ministry
will be reduced by half in
the Northeast with immediate
effect, According to him his
Ministry is compeiled to
make this reduction because
the Government has not pro-

vided the necessary funds to
undertake the relief ~work

amongst the displaced per-
sons.

According to a report from
India, Mr. Pannuruddi Rams
achandran, a leadmg member

of the Pattali Makkal Kadchi |

has said that he would press
the Indian Government 'not

to repatriate @ Tamil Eelam
refugees from Tamil Nadu
in view of the Sri Lankan

duce relief measures by hall.

Two Civilians Shot Dead
at Trincomalee

Reports from Trincomalee
state that two civilians died
and one man suffered injuries
when Sinhala soldiers who
‘were lying in ambush fired
at these people, |

The incident occured on
August 21 at Ponnankerni in
the Trincomalee District.

Apart from the dead and
injured two others are missing.

The dead persons have been
identified as Samithamby

Vilvarasa aged 45, and S. Sel-
varajah aged 35.

Though relief measures aré

. being reduced military exnen-

ditare is contmumg to rise.

SPORTS

Crickei:
Ariyalai, S.C. beat Shabra,
S.C. in the finals of the Alala -

sundaram Memorial Cricket

Goveroment’s decision to re- | tourney played at Ariyalai.

Ariyalai made short work
of their opponents to annex
the trophy.

Scores:- Ariyalai, S.C. 513
for nine in 48 overs.

Shabra, S.C. 106 all out
in 37 overs,

Pirabakaran.

Ballot Box Thieves Kuowa

President Premadasa said recently at Bandarawela that -
‘the persons who stole the ballot boxes |in Jaffna during -
the District Development Counczl Elections and those
responsible for the burm’ng of the Jaffna Public Library
were the persons who caused the emergence of Velupillai
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The Parody of House Building

It is ironic that the number of bouses and buildings
destroyed under President P.emadasa’s rule should far
exceed such destructin uadcr any previous rule, because
Mr. Premadasa as Housing Minister earlier and as
President now has lsid great stress on building houses
ard his sycophants eulogised him as the greatest house-
bulder.” But Tami! Eclam has seen and is witnessing
every day the des'ruc'ion of houses ia large numbers.

Reports from Alaveddv, M -thagal and llavalai con-
firm that large numb-rs of private dwellings have been
reduced to shambles by the Sinha'g army now in occu-
pation of those arcas.

At the beginning of ths current war in 1990, P -ema-
dasa’s planes dropoel bombs and hom: - mide barrel
bomhs all over Jaffna town as if all the shops and
business centres there were Tiger bunkers., The whole of
Jalfna town was r duccd to mere debris.

Following the des‘ruction of Jaffna town the Sinhala
Army from Palaly slowly ex'ended its destructive
activi'ies to adj ining villages such as Vasavilan, Kurum-
basiddy and Kattuvan. All houses in these areas
were destroyed,

Wanton destruction of bui'dings did not stop
there Vadimaradchy, Thenmaradchy and other areas
aiso came in for extensive destruction of houses.

Nor is this destructi n of houses confined to Jaffoa
peninsula only, Kilinochchy, Vanni, Batticaloa and almost
every part of Tamil Eelam territory suffered by this
destruction.

Housing problem is an international problem. Every
country is trying to solve the problem by building
more and more houses. In T:mil Eelam however
houses are being destroyed daily under the JSgreat
house -builders’ rule.

The destruction of houses is most cruel. For a man

is able to build one house for himself and his family -

at preat expense only and by pooling all the resources
at his command. A newly built house is a man’s life-
time savings from his earnings. Invariably he leaves
a debt on account of building a house and his heirs
are obliged to re - piy the debt. So when houses are
destroyed the owaers are ruined economicaliy for ever.

Premadasa’s government has rendered the Tamils
livirg jubless and homeiess. Today the Eelam Tamil is
reduced to chill penury. e bas only his life to lose.
All clse are being robbed from him.

This is the sad plicht to which the Tamils have
been reducid bec u e of the Sinhala Governmen'’s pre-
terd d concern for the Tamils. Let President Prema-
dasa and his government give up this pretended corcern
tor the Tamils. T e Famils can lcok aftér thems:lves
without Sinbala he!p. They can not only save their lives
but can protect their pr. per.ies too!

Large Scale Destruction of
Houses in Occupied Territory

Reports from | occunied

escapees many houses in the

villages such as Alavzddy,
‘ Vilan, Ilavalai and Mathagal
indicate large scale destru-
ction of civilian A dwellings
in thuse areas.

When Sinhala Army entered
these areas during Opera‘ion
Earthquake ' the ' villagers
abandoned the villeges and
ran to other free territories.
Some people who were trap-
ped bhave been able to make
vheir escape i since then. Acc-
ording to some of these

area have been demolished.
Lot of valuable goods are
lying strewn on roads.

Residents in nearby villages
confirmed that exnlosions
were being heard frequently
within the occupied territory
which indicate blastiLg of
buildings.

One escapee said 'that it
was tragic to See a man’s
life - time earnings in the
form of a house being demo-
lished in no time.

The Jaffna Citiz>ns’ Committee in a letter to President

Premadasa has said that

the latest ' military |operations

undertaken by ths army in Jaffna peniasula has caus d the
d.sruption to the G C. € (A/L) Exam'aatisa and displaced
over 100,000 civilians from their homes and employment:
The Goveroment is deliberately de:nying  m-dical facilities to

the affected persons while the

Army has violated the

agreement with the TCRC to treat the Jaffaa hospital and

its environs as a safety area and fired i to the safely area.
The letter further says that it is a follv on the part

of the Government to follow a miiitary soluicn to a

dasa to work out a
procrastination.,

_ basically politieal prob'em and calis upon President  Prema-
|political solution without farther

The letter reads as follows.

Once again we are const-
rained to write to your Excel-
lency of \et another Military
operation by the Sri Lankan
Armed Forces iand the conse-
quent human sufferings. We
are referring to thg ‘‘Opera-
tion Earihquake [ carried
out from the 20th to the 23rd
instant extending the area of
Military occupation at Palaly.
up to Mathagal.

Whatever success the Army
might have claimed, we would
like to place on record the
fcllowing  negative factors
resulting from the military
operations;-

1. Disruption of
Bxamination

The G, C. E. (Advanced
Level) examination that was
in progress was badly disrup-

ted in the Valikamam North
and Valikamam West regions.
The failure of the army to
delay this military operation
by a mere one week to allow
the examination to be com-
pleted makes.the people feel
that the education and exa-
minations of the Tamil youth
are being deliberately disrup-
ted time and again by a
racially biased government
machinery. This again rein-
forces the general impression
prevailing here that there is
0o place for the Tamils under
the Sinhalese dommated uni-
tary form of government that
has proved to be a dismal
failure for the peagcful co -
existence of the Tamil people
with the Sinhalese people
under a single Sri Lankan
polity.
2. Displacement of

Civiliaus

Over a hundred thousand
people had to flee from their
homes to escape getting kill-
ed or wounded duyring this
miiitary operation, leaving
behind all their movable and
immovable properties.- Tragi
cally the present nuymber of
displaced  persons include
around 50,000 redisplaced
persons and about 25,000
again redisplaced persons.
They not only lett behind all
their assets but they have also
lost their means of livelihood,

We understand that the far-
mers have le't behind their
farmland crops and farm
equipments and the fishermen
bave left b:hind all their fish-
ing boats, nets and other
equipment.

‘This | process of creating
more refugees making them
destitates is a denial of the
fundamental rights of the peo-
ple to live in peaceand pursue
their occupations and contra-
dicts and questions the bona
fides of the government which
at the same time is a party to
bring back Tamil refugees
from Iundia. We are sorry to
say that the government ins.

stead of attempting to create
the necessary conditions to

rehabilitate the people already
rendered refugees is crea ing
more and nlore new |groups
of refugees.,

3 Neglect of Medical

Facilities

The government cannot be
unaware of the Jarge number
of civilions suffering serious
injuries due to the unrestricted
military activities of its armed
forces. The large number of
refugees living under unhy-
gienic conditions and suffer-
ing from malnurrition have
resulted in the increase in the
incidence of various diseases.

Yet, the medical facilities
in this region have been
allowed to deteriorate to such
an infent that large number cf
people have had to suffer and
some of them die for lack of
required mecical sttention. We

‘feel that the government can-

not absolve itself from being
guilty of deliberate delay and
denial in providing the neces.
sary medical care and thereby
failing to fu!fiil its obligation.

Breach of Agreement
with 1. C. R. C.
We would also like to bring

'to your kind netice ths serious
iincident ‘of firing into the

Security Zone around  the
Jaffna General Hospital by
the Sri Lankan armed forces,
This'is in breach of the agree-
ment with the I. C. R. C. We
trust that Your Excellency
will arrange to inquire into

-

lakam  Rural

living amongst the people
during these difficult! times
and understanding and shar-
ing their feelings and aspira-
tions have been regularly
writing 'to you projecting the
problems faced by the peo-
pie and portraying their views
to you, ﬁ»‘»

We feel that it is time that
we point out to you the
folly of pursuing the military
approach to what is basi-
cally a political problem. The
military operations can only
cause death and destruction,
accelerate the alienation of
the Tamil people and drag
the entire Island towards
chaos and catastrophe,

As the executive President
tt is your respnsibility to
arrange to bring about the
necessary  political changes
and for this purpose reaeh
aconcensus by negotiating
with the people who really
matter., The basic issues have
got to be tackled. The pre-
cious time that is being lost
in bringing about the neces-
sary ehanges that are neces-
sary to evolve a satisfactory
political arrangement to
commodate both the Tariil
people and the Sinhalese peo-
ple in this Island can only
help ruin this beautigul Island.

We therefore, urge Your
Excellency to take urgent
measures to bring about a
political settlement to the
ong-ing national dispute.

Don‘t Levy

Service Charges
The President of the Mal-
Development
Society has written to the
Cha'rman of the Bank of
Ceylon not to levy service
charges from customers.

The banks presently do not

.rendér any service to custo-

mers and therefore it is both
unjust and illegal to make
service charge recoveries. The
Society has therefore asked
the Chairman to exempt
Banks in the Northeast: from
levying service charges from
customers,

ConvocationDay
at Jaffna
University

The 12th Convocation Day
at Jaffoa University was

held on Saturday, September 5

at Kailasapathy Hall, Jaffoa

University.

The Vice - Chancellor of

the Jaffaa University, Prof.
A. Thurairajah, presided.

Six bundred and twelve
students  were = conferred
degrees. -
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