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HIS

The Spiritual Leader of the

Dawoodi

Community

Mutlag the spiritual leader
arrived yesterday in Jaffna.

“His ‘Word is Sacred to His Followers”

Sycdna Mohammed Burhanuddin is the 52nd incumbent in the
ausplcwus religious office of Dai-el-Mutlag in an uninterrupted
chain of succession stretching over eight hundred and fifty years.
As the vicegerent and representative of the Imam in seclusion, he
administers conducts and manages the religious mission of the

Imam. Thus he is

the
Muslim Ccmmunity. His

spiritual
‘word is sacfed to-

Head of the

Dawoodi Bohra
the followers settled

in all parts of the world ‘and numbering about a million. They

love, respect

and venerate him with unquestioning devotion, Even

to those who do not belong to his faith, His Holiness is a renlark-
ably able personality of light and learning who commands admi-

ration and respect.

His Holiness Syedna Moha-
mmed Burhanuddin was born
in Surat, India on the 6th
March, 1915, on tbe very
day that his father was cere~
monially inducted asthe 51st
Dai-el-Mutlag. Fifteen years
later His Holiness was admi-
nistered the misaq which
represented his enrolment
into the fold of the com-
munity and he was at the
same time bestowed with
the title of Burhanuddin. His
Holiness was married at Surat
in 1936. The marriage has
been blessed with gifts of
sons and daughters, some of
avhom have graduated through
the universities and are asso-
ciated with the administration
of the religious mission.

Learning and
Knowledge

Special attention and care
was devoted to His Holiness’s
general upbringing and. his

intellectual and cultural
enrichment, The best of
teachers were engaged to

impart to him learning and
knowledge, Particularly of
the Arabic language and
literature. His late father

i himself initiated His Holiness

into the glories of the Quran
and the fundamentals and
practices of the Islamic faith,
and inte the - philosophy,
teachings and traditions of
the Imams and Dais.  He

has acquired the not common:

distinction of committing the
Qu* an (o mMemory.

But it is not ,oply  in
religion, ‘in the ancient lore
and beliefs, that His Holiness

has approached the heights

which are reached only by the
learned. Possessed of an
irrepressible curiosity to know
something about everything,
full of a refreshing zest to
understand  the  scientific
modernity of the modern age
and the problems that it has
created and is attempting to
solve, he makes every effort,
through special arrangements,
to keep himself fully and
intelligently informed about
the ever shifting, ever expa-
nding currents of contempo-
rary life and thought. He
has thereby been able to
cultivate a breadth of vision,
a catholicity of sympathy and
a proper sense of values
which are such an essential
requisite of true leadership.

Travelled Widely

His Holiness has travelled
widely and extensively through
the world visiting his follo-
wers and also attending teo
conferences and conventions.
Asthe Chief Guest of Honour
he delivered the oration of
benedictions to the world
Islamic  Festival. held in
London few years ago. He
is a Doctor of Theology
Honoris Cause, of the Muslim
Aligarh University India and
<:Al-Aalamiyah’* Doctor of
Islamic: Sciences ‘of the Al

Azhar University Cairo. He
was ‘'decorated = with the
Wisha-al-Neel’’ by the Presi-

dent of the Arab Republic
of Kegypt in recognition’ of
his servicesto Islam. Muslims
and ith
in 1982, “His-Majesty Kip
Ht:ssain of Jordan con ferrP

the honour of: **Star ' of
Jordan-First Class’’ on . Iis
}{0§ux€:ﬁ

eArab world. Likewise :

As a spiritval leader he
has performed pilgrimage to
the holy places of Islam
many times. During these
visits he bas drunk deep of
tbe atmosphere of spiritual
exaltation £nd salvation which
permeates environment and
history of these places of
pilgrimage at Mecca.Medina,
Karbala.  Najaf, Jordan,
Palestine, Yemen, Cairo etc.

Ever Busy

‘His Holiness attends to a
daily regimen of duties that
may extend from eighteen to
twenty hours, packed with
prayers, interviews, discus-
sions decisionson an incredi-
ble variety of problems and
issues. He conducts classes
for members of the famiiy
in Islamic lore, visits digni-
taries and otbers, receives
distinguished scholars. He
holds discourses and in the
midst of all bis official work
engages in Jintense spells of
reading and writing, However
exacting the day’s demands
may be and howehver crowded
the programme and however
late he may go to bed, His
Holiness must. be up very
early. on ‘the morrow and
conduct prayersin the mosque
Immediately therefter he has
to get rteady and become
involved for another busy
round of activities.

His Holiness is a ’scholar,
writer, rare leader of men.
born organiser, educationist,
imaginative « builder, ' wise
g guide. tireless worker, admini-
strator . with a  meticulous
regard for detail. an indefa-
tigable traveller and a serene,
pious man of religion. His

His Holiness Dr. Syedna Mohammed Burhanuddin Saheb,
of the Dawoodi Bohra Muslim

The People of Jaffna joih hands with the Bohra Community living here in

Jaffna  Welcomes
IN68S

Bohra Muslim

5Znd  Dai-el—
Community

£

welcoming his Holiness in this ancient city of the Tamils with respect and
affection.

B

lous regard for
fatigable

GOV DL PHOPDOGLI DB DPH DG RD

Le sl s
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{  Rare Leader of Men

His Holiness is a
rare leader of men, born organiser
educationist, wise
~worker administrator with a meticu-

traveller
ptous man of religion.

ia
o

scholar, writer.

B

guide, tireless

detail, an inde-

and serene

Message from
Member of Parliament
Jaﬁha

His Holiness Dr. Seyedna
Mohammed Burhanuddm
Sultan Al Buhra is no stran-
ger to the Tamil People, We
have had the rare privilege
and honour of welcoming him
in Jaffpa in 1979. His Holi-
ness the Spiritual Leader of
a Million Dawoodi Bohras.

who are se'tled all over the-
world is a Religious Leader
of 'great Piety, Foresight and
yision.

After visiting a number of
Pilgrim Centres, His Holi-
ness has henoured us by a
visit. Jaffna the ancient city
of ‘the Tamils is indeed
blessed by the visit of this.
religious visiopary and the
selfless servant.

©

On the 14th of February
His Holiness celebrated his.
Birthday. We, together with
members of thé Dawoodi
Bohra Community wish His
Holiness long life and energy
to continue his selfless service:

-to his people and the world..

Holiness has ceme to embody
in himself all that is best
in the long and glorious
centuries old history of the
community.

Dedicated Life

Bis Holiness succeeded to
the spiritual office of Daji—
el-Mutlag in the year 1965,
He has dedicated his life to
1slam and Mopslims. in parti
cular his constant endeavour
has been for the well be
uplif ment and progress

ing,

‘not

only of his followers but of"
Allah‘s Creation at large.
has endeared himself to the
community and humanity
because of his piety of mind
magnanimity of heart, Jove
of knowledg= and pious
humility. He is reccgnised as
a man of cultore. There: is
nothing = petty or dubioug
about him. He combines
ability and nobility 'of spirit
and in this way is acknowle-
dged as a -great leader of
men.

R e R a2 S L TR T TR

He-
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