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News from Vancouver Colombo Church—Parsosaze and Parish Hall Block

-

- proceedings

“ber 1988

B. C. CANADA

The first ever Tamil Carol
Service was held on 23rd Dec.
1989 at Kerrisdale Community.
Centre, Vancouver. The Nine
Lessons and Carols were orga-
nised by the Eelam Tamil Asso-
ciation of British Celumbia
The main feature of the day
was the singing of carols by
the Multi Religious Chair. The
were conducted by
Mrs. Gaani Nalliah (Retired
Teacher Chuadukuli Girls Col.
lege) and she gave the Christ-
mas message. Special children
songs were sung by the Nalliah
sisters and Aruliah brothers.
Tamil song was sung by .Dharini
and Devaki Balachandran
(Great Grand children of the Rev.
E. K. Yesuthason). After the

~_service Santa distributed presents
“to the children.

The function
came to anp end with a sump-
tious food served by the ladies

~section of E.T.A.

Readers are informed that ETA

- the oaly Tamil ergamisation in
Brmsh Columbia promotes the

" lems facmg the Tamil Commumty'

in Sri Lanka. Organisation also
eacourages all the Religious

and Cultural activities amongst
the Tamils in B.C.

C.T. Premarajah

EXTRACTS FROM

FR. RECTOR’S REPORT
FOR THE ACADEMIC
YEAR 1988 — 1989..

The year uader 1eview, Octo-
to September 1989,
opened with a  concelebrated
Eucharist presided over by His
Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. B. Deogu-
pillai on the 3rd of October
1988. It. was preceded by the
anpnual retreat preached by His
Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. Tom
Saundranayagam of  Mannar.
laspite of the deteriorating si-
tuation in the Country-politically
socially. aad economically - and
the consequent killings day in
and da\y out in different pacts
of the country, the Seminary was
able to survive, thank God, in
carrying out its. annual pio-
gramme of work with great sa-

tisfaction. It was only at the
very end of the year, we were
disturbed and harassed by the
arrest, lorture ani detention of
seven. of eur students who were
subsequ n'ty released when pro-
ved innoceat. The agony la.ted
four days for the Community
and still more forthose directly
aff cte. We startel the year with
sixty-seven students from the
three Dioceses of Jaffna, Manar
and ‘Trinco-Battic.loa. the pre-
Novitiaie of the Oblates and the
Institate of Voluntas Dei,

The Uduvil Day Care Ceatre,
in the Uduvil Church premises,
celebrated Christmas on 8-12-89.
The Chief Guest was Mrs. S.
Somasundaram, former principal,
Uduwvil Giris’ College.

The programme commenced
at 2-00 p.m. with Drill Displays,
folk dances, action songs etc,
There was much excitement
when Santa cleus arrived some
children even takiag cover under
chairs and tables and behind
walls. Gifts were distributed to
the children, to the teachers
and helpers.

Mrs. A. R. Thambiappah the
Secretary of the Diocesan Wo-
men’s Fellowship which runs the
Centre, thankzd the Chief Guest
and all these who helped to
make the function a success.
She also outlined the programme
the Jaffaa Diocese of the C.S.L.
was miplementing to help the
poorest of the poor in this
part of the Island.

UDUVIL Y. M. C. A.

nectlon wnh the YMCA weck of
prayer was held on the 10th of
December at the Uduvil Church,
Mrs. S.Somasundaram led the
Seryice. A Thevaram was sung
by §S. Antony, a seminary stu-
dent. The Lessons were read by
messrs V. Spenser and B. Jeya-
rejah the Treasvrer. It being
the Bible Society Sunday, Mrs-
A. R. Thambiappah gave a_brief
talk o1 the Bible Society and
its ministry in the life of the
Church. Mr, T. A. Thambiappah
traced briefly the history of
the Uduvil ¥MCA and referred
particularly to those who
had laboured in the past to
make the Uduvil YMCA a living
institutiou—The  Szcretary, Mr.
Kokulathasan led the Litany.

with ¢ Formation of Priests”
as the Theme for the next Bishops’
Synod of Rome ia Ociober 1990,
the Universal Church has in-
vited all those concerned with
Seminaries to reflect deeply and
more concretely on Priestly For-

‘mation ‘in circumstances of the

present day’. Pope Jehn Paul
calling for ¢a .restructuring of
the life of seminaries’’ has spelg
out his conviction. “*It is necessary
today to make every effort pos.
sible to form new generation og
Canlidates for the Priesthood,
future priests, by giving them
an authentic Gospel spirit and - a
capiylity of reading. the. Ssigns
of the times....” . Hence' our
disciplinary and academic effort
are sub-ordinated to lhe spiritual
effort of capturing the spirit of the
Gospel for our time and situatien .

“§n the joy of

“the signs of the times”

Saturday, 20th January was yet
another historic day for the
Colombo Church of
C.S.I. when the new Parsonage
and Parish Hall Block - a thres
storey structure, was dedicated by
the Rt. Rev. D J. Ambalavanar
at 4.30 p.m. There were present
a large gathering of members,
friends and well wishers. The
opening aad dedication took the
form of a simple and solemn
secvice following the C.S.I.
Prayer Book. Mrs.J. J. Ratna-
rajah the wife of a former
Pastor of the Parish,
the late Rev. J. J. Ratnarajah
read the lesson. The service
was followed by a Fellowship
Tea at the New Parish Hall on
the second floor and a public
meeting. The meeting was chaired
by Mr. C. D, Chinnakone who
served as the Chairman of the
Building Committee. It begaa
with prayer by the Revd. Canon
James Ratnanayagam, Vicar of
a neighbouring Anglican Parish-
Holy Trinity Church. The Chair-

man welcomed the gathering and

thanked the- guests for sharing

Dr. Mrs. Mahes Arulchelvam
spoke on behalf of the congre-
gation and Mrs. Vasanthy Raja-
ratnam, the Secretary of the
Church gave a brief outline of
the history of the block and
the wonderful way in which God
had enabled the congragetion
to raise the unecessary funds.
She thanked the memberg
of the congregation both within
and outside the country who
had contributed liberally.

The Bishap congratulated the
congregation for its faith and
determination which enabled the
completioa of this work. He ex-
pressed his gratitude to three
Mission organisations which had
also.. contnbutcd towards the
Chuwh and Parsonage Project.

The United Church Board
for World Miaistries New
York, the Council for World

Mission - London and the Evan-
gelisches Mission Board for Sou.
th Germany - Stuttgart. All these
Byards responded to the CSI
Synod’s request to help the
Colombo Church.

to make our
reading
and of
giving the needed response in
the spirit of the Gosnel. We
are happy to place on record
that in 1989 cleven deacons from
our Seminary are ordained to
the priestly ministry and fifteen
students receive the
of lectorate and acolyte.

With the aim of guaranteeing
orthedoxy and high standard in
the sciences of philosophy and

We are aspiring
students ‘‘capable of

the I.D. .

ministries -

Th e Church Committee had
arranged to honour the former
Pasters and the Bishops whe
served the congregations by un-
veiling their photegraphs in the
Parish Hall. Photographs of the
Revds. G. M. Kanagaratnam, K.
S Jeyasingham, J. J. Ratnarajah
K. J. Mills, D. R. Ambalavanar
and S. S.Arualampalam & B:shops
Kulandran and Ambalavanar we -
re unveiled.

A special song composed for
the occasion by Mr. A. Rama-
nathan was sung by two me-
mbers and the Sunday Scheol
and Choir also readered speci-
al songs. The Youth Fellow-
ship staged a short drama
*Crucifying Jesus.”’

The Pastor of the Churh the
Rev. T. S. Premarajah who pro-
posed a vete of thanks said
that this day was iu a way the
culmination of the visions of
the pioneers who dreamed of
an organised congregation of
the C. S. I in the early®
forties. Mr. S. J, V. Chelvana-
yagam, Dr. S. L, Navaratnam
and Mr. P. E. Rajaratnam were

tion —im “the first Church Committee

and it was Dr. S. L. Nava-
rataam’s gift of a piece of land
in Colombo that enabled the
congregation to start the long
process of finding a house for
the Pastor and -later plan on
his new Church and Parsenage
complex. ‘

2

theology and for facilitating
priest - stdents in their furthe-
rance of studies in these fields,
we have alrcady made the ap-
plication seeking affiliation with
the faculties of Theology and
philosophy of the pontifical
Urban University in Rome. The
Academic Staff both for theo-
logy and for philosophy is built
up of a stable group of (rdi-
nary Professors mostly resident
in and around the Seminary, and
of a larger group of visiting
lecturers drawn out from various
parts of the diocese. There are
thirteen Ordinary Professors and
twenty Visiting Lecturers with
ten Doctorates and over twelve
post - Graduate Degrees.

One of the agents of for-
mation for the present day se.
minarian is his insertion ioto

pastoral experience already du-
ring the period of formation.

B:sides the pastoral engagement-
during their majer, Easter and
Christmas holidays, students
have regular insertion on Sunday
afternoons.

The usual octave of prayer
for unity im January was parti-
cipated by the Staff and Stu-
dents of the Christian Theol-
College, Maruthanamadam.

(Continued on page 6)
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A Service

to Thank God

for the life and work of

DR. W. L. JEYASINGHAM

will be held at the -
Cathedral Church Vaddukoddai

on

Friday 9th February at 9.30 a.m.
Friends, Alumni
‘ . and
Parents are Cordially invited.

The Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan,
Priuncipal,
Jaffua College.

R 2R T

At Rest:

We regret to inform the

public - of the sudden demise ot "

Mr. Desmond Wijendran Theva-
thasan, beloved son of Mr. &
Mrs. Thevathasan, brother of
Thevaranjini (Nerway), brother-
in -law of Kesavan (Norway)
and grandson of Mrs. N. Raja-

" ratnam.

The funeral Service was con-
ducted by the Rev A. Rajkumar
and the tribute was paid by the
Rev. Dev. Anandarajan. The
committal rites were performed
by the Rev. A. Rajkumar at
the Chavakachcheri C.S.I. Ceme-
tery on the 7th of Janvary
1990.

OBITUARY

Mr. W. M.’S. Kingsbury, the
well known retired Secretary of
the Physical Department of the
Colombo YMCA and later ef
the Tamil Unioa expired in his
home at Usan on the evening
of Wednesday the 10th of Janu.
ary. The funeral service took
place at Usan on Saturday the
13th at 2.00 p,m. The service
was conducted by the Rev.V.
Rajkumar who alse preached
the sermon and later performed
the committal rites. Tributes
were paid by Mr. M. Thambi-
thurai the General Secretary of
the Jaffna YMCA and Ms. D. J.
Poanudu.ai the worker in charge
of the Usan Church.

Mr. Thambithurai paid a glow-
ing tribute to the qualities of

Mr. Kingsbury and his dedication

10 the YMCA for more than
thre: decades. Mr. Thambithu-
rai said th:t if the funeral was
held in Colombe there would
have beasn a large and represen-
titive cathscing of men from all
waiks of hife ana from all the
communities in the city

Mr. Kingsbury held sway overth?
Sports astivities of the city with
great compet-nce and also in
later years publithed a magazine
to popul rise spoits in the

country. Reference was als0
made to the splendid heritags
of Mr. Kingsbury who was the
older son of the latelRev.
Francis Kiagsbury a professor
of Theology at the United Theo-
logical College, Bangalore, an
army Chaplain in Mesopotamia
during the World War 1 and
later Professor of Tamil at the
University College, Colombo.
Mr. Kingsbury was also ths
grandsoan of the Well known
Tamil scholar and the first
graduate of the Madras Univer-
sity Rao Bahadur C. W. Thamo-
tharampillai, B.A.,B.L. A pos-
tage stamp honouring C. W,
Thamotharampillai was issued
by the government a few years
ago.

M. Pounudurai in his tribute
referred to the great support
Mr. Kingsbury gave to the Usan
Church. While the church wag
being repaired the congregation
met in Mr. Kingsbury’s house for
Sunday worship. He also referred
to the generosity of Mr. Kings-
bury in all matters c¢oanected
with the church and his neigh-
bours.

Mr. Kingshury leaves behind his
wife May (nee Rasiah), a brother
Robert Kiagsbury, brothers - in-
jaw Swm, Albert and David
Rasiahs & the late Stan ey Rasjah
and niece Mrs. Lila Solomon
(nze Kadirgamar). His only sister
Mrs Katherine Kadirgamar
predeceased him in the early
19.0s.

Obituary.

The Reyv. Dr.
A. E. Inbanathan

Death cams suddeanly due to
a heart attack te Dr. Inbanathan
at his home in Bangalore on
the 12th of December, 1989.
An outstanding Christian leader
in lndia, best known for "his
service to the Bible Society of
India as its General Secretary
fer 21 years from 1960 to 1981
During this period he was elec,

ted to high offices in the United

Bib'e Societies as Vice Chairman
in 1963, Chairman,
Commit ee in 1966, Chairman.
Executive Committee in
and Chairman of the:

General
1972
World .
Council of the U B S in 1076. ..

IN LOVING MEMORY Extracts from...
OF

Dr. SUBRAMANIAM
JEYASEELAN

Born 30 -1=1942
Called Home 29-11-1989

“And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes and there

shall be neo. moere death.
neither sorrow, no cryiag;
aeither shall there be any

more pain”’

Inserted by his dearest *“SEPAM,
VIMALA and the Girls”

Vaddukoddai

Earlier in his career Dr. Inba-
nathan was Dean of Religious
Work at the Christian Medcial
College, Vellore from 1953 to
1960 during which period he

was also Secretary of the
Governing Council of C M C
Vellora from 1956 — 1960. On
his retirement he served for
two years, 1983 — 1985 on the
Faculty of the Tamilnadu
Theological Seminary, Madurai,
Dr. Inbanathan’s death at ihe
age of 69 removes from our midst
an outstanding Christian leader,
scholar and administrator who

(coatd, from page 1.)

During the Centenary Celebrations
in houour of Rev. David Poor,
we had a distinguished set of
visitors here - Rev, Dayanchand
Carr from the Theological Semi
nary, Madurai, Mr. Kim Kyoa
trom deoul, South Korea, Dr.
Preman Niles from the World
Council of Churches, Geneva
end Dr. S. Jebanesan, Principal
of Jaifna Coilege. We have a
hbrary that counsists only of iwe
snple roems - usecd as reference
andg lending sections. Since this
is 10 become the library for
decper theological and phileso-
phical studies of students here
as well as of all intellectuals in
this part of the island, we need
to. build up a larger and up-
to' date library. The Seminary
is ‘built and maintained largely
from the contributions of Catho-

lics of older churches. We are
conscious of the mneed to exs
press at least in some small

way our effort to become self-
supporting.

As we enter into the teath
year of our existence, let us
hope and pray that this year

biis further growthso as to
form and animate priests Wor-
thy of their name. Ia con-
clusion, we thank the Lord for
his merciful protection, guidance
aad strength through these dif-
ficult times.

(Fr §.J. Emmanuel The Rector
St. Franci’s Xavier’s Seminary
Columbuthurai, Jaffna.)

made a great eontribution to
the Christian cause in South
Asia. He leaves behind his
wife Gladys and two sons te
bemoan his loss.

- A service of Thanksgiving in
his memory was held in the
Memorial Church, Bangalore on
Thursday the 18th of January
1990, presided by the Bishop of
the Karnataka Central Diocese,

the Rt. Rev. C. D. Jathana.
Bishop Jesudasan of  South
Kerala preached the sermon

while tributes were paid by
the Rev. Dr. Dayanaiidan Francis,
General Secretary, C L S Madra#$
and the Rev. Anderson of
T. T. S. Madurai.
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% We wish to-inform our readers that 3
g due to rising costs and the increase
in the pages of the Morning Star we
% have revised the annual subscription S
g as follows: g
: INLAND Be Do
% ~ EUROPE, AUSTRALIA.
: & MALAYSIA (Air Mail) Pounds 10-00 or
i Equivalent
U. S. & AFRICA (Air Mail) Dollars 15-00
INDIA, PAKISTAN & '
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