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Three More Day Care

¢ Rt. Rev.D.J. Ambalavanar
shop of the Jaffna Diocese
of the C.S.I. declared open
three more Day Care Centres
io arcas south of Elephant Pass
on Monday the 19th of Febru-
ary, 1990.

Omanthai - St. Mathew’s

Day Care Centre

The first was at Omanthai
on the Kandy Road on a land
8 acres ia exteat. The Day
Care Centr: housed in a tempo-
xary structure will take about 50

childien. The centre named Srt.
Matthew’s Day Care Cenire
was planned and constructed by
the Rev. P.R. Naveundranugoolan,
the Minister in the Vavuniya
District. At the brief opeuing
function Messrs. S. lyathurai,
President Omanthai Janasakthi
Organisation,” S. Selvaratnam,
Agricultural Development
officer, Omanthai, and S.
rairajah spoke in appreciation
of the efforts of the C.S, I
for promoting the welfare of
the poor villagers and weleomed
the starting of the Day Care
Centre at Omanthai. At followed
the fuanction. fellowship tea
followed the function Omanthai

is 8 miles to the north of
Vavuaiya.
Oddaruthankulam

A Day Care Centre again
housed in a temporary structure
at Oddaruthankuiam near
Mallavi about 12 miles west of
Mankulam was declared open
by the Bishop at about 12.30

p. m. on the 19th of February
in the presence of a large erowd

of well wishers from the
village. The ceatre has been
named <“Anpu Puram”. The
Bishop mentioned that it was

the Diocese’s 50th Day Care
Centre he was opening. Tlhe

Rev. Daniel S. Thiagarajah,
Minister in- the Mankulam
District arranged for the cons-
truction of ‘the centre. At the
Public Meeting, Mr. Sivanandan
a Retired Overseer who provi-

ded much help and eacoragement

io set up the centre - spoke
welcoming the project on behalfs
of the local commuaity. Miss,
Chandrasekaram . the Principal
of the Mahavidyalayam in the
village, Mr.. Sivapathasundaram
the Principal of the Kellaivelan-

kulam Mahavidyalayam, Mr.
Kanagaratnam, the = Grama
Sevaka, Mr. Poologam, the

President of the Rural Develop-

snent Society and Mr. Jthayan
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Centres Opend

a representative of the Youth
spoke in appreciation ef this
gicai  Serviee  prograine and
rsquested that the Church should
further extend its community
service programmes in the area.
Thse Rev. Thiagarsjali proposed
a4 voiv Of tne of inahks. XTins
was followed by a fellowship
tea.

Visvamadhu
Arhamvalar Puram

The third Day Care Centre
opened on the 19th oi February
was Visvamadhu on the
Paranthaa - Mullaitivu Road,
about 12 miles from Paranthan
aud three miles from Dharma-
puram. The centre has been
named ‘‘Arhamvalar Puram”.
The Rev. S. Jeyanesan, Minister
in .the Kilinochchi  District
iaitiated this project. The Bishop
declard open the centrs at 4.45
~Mr: Selvanathan, a
retaired Teacher and a member
of the Dharmapuram Church
and Mr. T. Gurukularajah,
Pcincipal of the Dharmapuram
Maha Vidyalaya and the Direcior
of the Cannan Project spok at
the Public Meeting Welceming
the step taken by the Diocese

in the area as a servi:e to the
poor. The centre is situated in
a 12 acres plot of land and
other community development
projects are also planaed at the
centre. A fellowship tea follow-
ed the fnnction.

A Distinguished theologian,
Bishop of South Kerala
Diocese,

The Rev, Dr. Samuel Amiftham

the outstanding Asian theologian
and at present the Director of
the Programme on Theological
Education of the Werld Couacil
of Churches has been appointed
Bishop of the Seuth Kerala
Diocese of the Church of South
India, succeeding the Rt. Rev.
I. Jesuthason, who has retired
Dr. Sam Amirtham who is 58
years old this year is a son of
+the Rev. Job Amirtham

and
Mrs. Annal Amirtham  of
Parassala in Scuth Kerala. He
had a brilliant ecareer at the

Madcas Christiaa College from-
which he obtained his Master’s
degree in physies. He jater
joined the United Theological
College, Bangalore and obtained
his B. D. degree, He served as
a Pastor in South Kerala for
sevem years from 1956 to 1963.

BUT SIN IS A

REPROACH TO ANY

Presbyteral Ordination

Two Deacons of the Jaffna
Diucese of the Church of South
India wer: Ordained as Preshyters
on Sawurday the 24th of
February 1990 at 7.30 a.m. at
the Catnedral Church Vaddu-
koddai. The Church was packed

ful) for the event hyv clergy,
Chureh  dvlegaies and other
friends.

The two Deasons were the

Rev. Poanuthurai Joseph Soori-
yakumaur, woiker 1n charge of

the Shalomnagar Church and
the Rev. Earl Pachiaseclan

Solomons worker in charge of
the Eastein Proviance.

The Caudidates were presented
to the bhishcp by the Rev-

D. R. Ampalavapnar and by the
Rev. S. Jeyanesan. The Rt, Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar, Bishop of
the Diocese ordained the candi-
dates and he was joined by
the Revds. D. R. Ampzalavanar.
Isaac Selvaratnam,. T S. Prema-
ra2jabh. . S.. Jeyanesan. G. D.
Anandarajan and T. Thevanesan
in the laying on of hands.
Rev. T. S. Premarajah chanted
the htarry atthe Service.

Mr. V. Atputhajeyam read the

Old Testament lesson.  Mrs.
Nalini Gnapnamuthu read the
Epistle and Mr. Jerome Paul

read the Gospel,
The Rev. T.W. Jeyaseelan
Chairman of the North - East

Synod of the Methodist
Church preached the Sermon.

A special Anthem was sung by
the Uduvil Girls’ Coilege Choir.

Rev. P. J. Sooriyakumar is a
Son of the late I.Ponnuthuraj

and Mrs. Poannuthurai of Navaly.
The Rev. E. P. Solomons is a

son of Mr. and Mrs. Solemoans
of Wattla. e

He was a Lecturer at the Unit

ed Theological College from
1963 to 1966, From 1963 for 15

years he was the Principal of
the Tamiisadu  Theological
Seminary, Madurai. It was his

pioneering zeal, imaginative and
cceative leadership that helped
te establish the Tamileadu
Theological Seminary as one of
the foremost theelogical ceatres
in Asia. He was largely iastru-
mental ia giving emphasis on
contexual theology and the
traning of a ministry oriented
to the Church servamt role in
the world. From 1978 to 1989
he served as the Director of
the Rural Theological Institute
which is a braneh of the T.T.S.

Madurai. From 1980 he has
served the World Council of
Churches in Geneva first as

Assistant Director, then 35
Director of the Programme op

PEOPLE

- Club, Lion S.

COLLAPSIBLE WHEEL
CHAIR.

A Collapsible wheel chair was
donat=d te the Physically disa-
bed children of the House of
Hope, Inuvil at 2 meeting held
on Sunday the 4th of march
1990 at inuvil by the Lions Club
nf m‘.n;.!\a'v

The meeting was chaired by
Dr. Mes. R. G. Selvadurai.

ine started with the
:&eyer?cegbyg the Rev. Christo
P. Roberts. The chairperson
welcomeJ the members of the
Lions Club of manipay and
appieciated  the members of the
Ciub tor' fuifilling an urgenb
necd of the House of Hope Mr.
M. 1hambithurai manager of the
House of Hope spoke «n behalf
of the Housz aad of its future

programmes.
The Region chairman of‘thc
District 306 B of the Lioag

International and 2 distinguished

member of the manipay Lions
Pathmanathau ad-

g;;'SCdLions Club He in
speech said that the House of
Hope is the right recipieat of
the wheel-chair and he promised
to help in finding some finan-
cial assistance for their Vocatio-
na] Training Centre. He presen.
ted the wheel chair to the man-
ager of the House of Hope on

behalf of the manipay Lions

Club. R
Dr. Mrs. R. G. Selvadurai gave.

25 School ‘bags which we
::v?l}énlted by the Rev. Christo-
T. Robert to the inmases of the

House. ;

The children of the House
sang a special Lyric and. the
vote of thanks was proposed by
a Senior inmate of the House.

Theotogical Bducation. Recently
he has alse in additien been
the Director of the Ecumenical
Imstitute, Bossey.

Dr: Amirtham did his post
graduate studies at Humburg
University in Germany and
obtained his Doctorate in Theo-
logy. He is very flueat ia
German. He was also conferred
the D. D. degree by the Seram-

pore University in recognition
of the outstanding contributioa

to the cause of Theological®
Education.

He is an author of several
books in Tamil, Malayalam and

English  in additioa to many
learned articles in recoguised
theological journals.

While felicitating Dr.Amirtham
we pray his ministry as Bishop of
the South Kerala Dioces and
in the CSI, will be greatly
blessed of God.

‘on behalf of the mani-
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An Exiract from the Prize Day ' Address
Deliverd by the Chicf Guest Dr. Devanesan Nesiah

at the Chundikuli Girls’ College Prize - Giving
e T R T T oo o e o
A pabic oo ‘unction insulated from the seciety

it sefves and o & s part. How Should the School
respond to ths curicn tice? We eannot, cven if we so
wish, expeci Chuadikuli jitis o be indifferent to what is
going on all areund, The girls here will sursly take an ia-
formed and intelligent interest in public affairs. What I would
before,
our society needs skills which you can learn aud develop in
this school. You ara privileged ‘0 be at Chundikuli and
sheuld, despite all diffieultics. make use of the facilities
available here to cultivate your talzits. | refer not only to
academic excellence but also to other skills which  have
enabled successive genrations of Chundikull old-girls to take
the lead in virtually cvery field of activity they have ventured
into,

In particular you have a speciai role (o ‘play at this
critical stage in giving new shape and character to our society.
Girls thercfore need to participate while in school in several
of the wide range of extra - curricular activities which consti-
tute an esseatial part of the education offered by Chundlkuli.
It is sad that many students have, for various reasons. abaa-
loaed schoelinz altogether in the jast two decades. On the
other haad I feel equally sad that a much larger number of
students, particularly in Jaffna, have been encoraged to neglect
the non - acadamic aspects of education. Unfortunately many
schools have also teaded to eoncentrate on securing good
G.C.E. O/L and A/L results to the virtual exclusion of extra-
curricular activities.

Jaffna society has been often discribed as conservative
2nd even reactionary. There is much truth in this There has
been some belated improvemant but caste prejudice continues
to be strong in Jaffna. In this respect the  Jaffna Tamil
comunity is perhaps the most baekward ia Sri Lankz. Even
the Christian schools have done very little to combat this
evil. What is the proportion of the so called depresscd caste
students in Jaffaa’s leading Christian sehools compared to that

~in the population of the district? How many teachers do they

hava from those commuaities? Do they hava any programmes
to promote integration or to rsduce disparities in socie - eco-
nomic levels? -
Jaffoa women also suffer meny restrictions but in this
matter the evidence is mixed. In the Hindu as in the Greek
pantheon the ‘portfolio’ of education is held by a women,
presumably the most icarned of the deities. Dszspite the status
of Saraswathi and of Athene as the Goddess of Learning
have been many obstacles to the educational advancement of
women. Some of these barriers are being lowered in Jaffna as
elsewhere. In fact the people of this region were among the

~first to respond to the new opportunities for education that

emreged under British rale. Som> of the finc.t and the earliest
of the modern gicls schools of Seuth Asia were established in
Jaffna. Since then girls schools have multipli:d and expanded
School like Chundikuli have produced thousands of girls who
have gone on te exvel in higher education in Sri Lanka,
india and many other countries.

But there continues tc be a disparity between boys and
girls ia the encoragement and motivation provided by many
of the pareats and several cf the schools in respect of selestion
of subjects of study and ehoice of careers. While boys are
encourased to itake subjects which wili equip them for high-
prestige carcers, gicls are often encouraged to opt for snbjects
which are itateilectually less demanding and career - wise less
promising. Despiie such bias it is a matter of pride that in
cectain highly competitive fields, e.g. admissions to Sri Lanka’s
Medical Schools, girls have seeured ajmost as many places as
boys. In this respect we are ahead of toe US A and many
other developed countries in which the gender - disparity in
Medical Schools is greater. Girls have succeeded in staking a
a strong claim for parity in educational opportunities and,
despite some handicaps, have shown that givzn equal racilities
they cau do as well as, or evea better than boys.

However, society continues to impose many restrictious on
women in respect of employment. In this matter we have
been slower to lower barriers against women tham  many
developed countries. Even within the professions to  which

women are admitted they tend to be pushed into  certain
fuactions anp specialities and away from certain others. Women
may be eucouraged to get involved in religous work but. are
largely deaied tos status and functions of priesthood. Within
the medical profession they may be encouraged to specialise in
ohbstetrics and gyaaecology rather than  general  surgery.
Wo nen engineers tend te do desk jobs wirh prespects of career
advaicement inferior to that of their maie colleagu?s. In tt}e
legai profession wcmen are numerically  disproportionate 1m
chambers headed by male lawyers or assisi male advocates
rather than head their own chambers or conduct their ?vs{n
cases in the eourts. Oace excludad from the Ceyioa Cnyll
Service, wamsn are now admitted to the Sri Lanka Administrative
Service but, to the best of my knowledge, oaly one of them
has been posted as a Government Agent and none has Trisen
to be the Seeretary of a cabinet Miaistry.

Such obstacles tc the professional advancement ot Wwomem
exist to a greater or less extent in all countries. All Ovet the
world we fiad women conczatrated in teaching, nursiag, library
science, secretarial work, social work, certaia types of factory
work, the garment industries etc. None would claim that th?SG
occupation are uasuifable for women. What I am suggestllng
is that wemen caa greatly widen their horizoas and saesnid
excel in hundreds of other professions which are ncw largely
the preserve of mea. I have no doubt that such developments
will be encouraged by this school.

Some may protest that the environment is noi conducive
to such venturing out along new avenues of activities. They
may urgc that women must stick to safe and well‘-t.rod
professional fields till settled cenditions are restored. Feminists,
who are no doubt well represented ia this school, may urge
that it is precisely because conditions are unsettied that there

are new opportunities which should be seized. Therte is indeed
much evidence from many countries to snpport such an

assertion. For example Franz Fanon writes of the transforma-
tion in the status of women duriug the Algerian revolution:
““The wcman who before the Revolution mever left the house
without being accompanied by the mother or ths husband is
now entrusteh with special missions...... she speads the night
with an unkaowa family...... the husband or the father learns
to look upon the relations between the sexes in a new light”

- There have been some such developmsents in our society
in the last few years. I do not want to be misundsrstood.
I am not sugzestiag that women should taks nzedless risk. Nor
am 1 endorsing their involvement ia violeat activities which
1 consider to be suitable ncither to womea nor to men. All
I am saying is that under revolutionary  situations such  as
durinz the Frcach Revolution two centuries ago, or during
the Bgyptian or Indian independence struzgle half a century
ago or in the current Palestinian Intifada, some of the obstacles
to the activities of women may be removed and they may
gain opportuaities to exercise c:rtain freedoms or to advance
in new career ficlds. Such openings may not coms their way
under more settled comditions. Similarly in times of rapid
economic and cultural transformation, as in South India in
the Sangam period, in the U S A for many decades and in
maay couatries in ithe early post world war 2 years, women
may oeccupy key positieas from which thzy were previously
excluded and €xercise freedoms they were traditionally denied.
A large proportion of the writers and poets of the =angam
period were womea, notably Avvai whose advice on government
was sought by the. kings of that period. Seme of the gains

" may become permanent -but some may bz lost when the special

conditions coaducive to such gains disappsar: In soms rezpects
Tamil women have not fully regained the fre:doms they exer-

cised during the Sangam period por French women the siatus
they enjoysd during the French Revolution.

The extraordinary condiisons which now  provide  fresh
opportunities for women to advance. To a limited extent we
saw, ie the eighties, women’s groups taking important intia-
tives in public affair in various paris of our country. Moreover
with a large proportion of the male population killed, disabled,
Jdetained, eagaged in military activities, gone overseds or other-
wise unable to be active in public life wowmen are needed
more than ever before to occupy key positions. Some progress
has been made, We need to advaunce further and to consolidate
the gains. We are in a critical period in our history. Many
are apprehensive of our future and the society of tomorrow.
Let us hope that women will have @ major role in determin-
ing that future, in creating the inmstitution of that society.
in establishiag its values and in the comduct of business aand
the public services in the years to come.
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The Spirit Who Transforms The Groanings of
Suffering 1rio Creative Jroning of Birthpangs.
Extracts from The Rishon’s Charge to the
Dioc: ~ouncil

.2r, Tishop of the Diocese in
Diocesan

~t. Rey. D J. Ambalay
é “hacge at the Ancus’ Session of the

Chrun irsday the 22nd oi Fsoruary chose as his theme
our ni00 ‘;roinings basssd on ths text Exod 2:24 aud
Jor 45:3 © Ani God heard their groaning, and God remem-

vith [saac aad with Jaeob™’.
to my pain:

bered his covenant with Abraham,
*Woa is m:! For the Lord has a.l:d sorrow
I am weary with my greaniag and [ Tind ao -est’’. The first
text refers to the groaning of Israel JurinS their bondage in
Egypt and the second text the werds ~dirassed by Jeremiah
to Biruch as he endured the persecution of the brutal Johoiakim.

If our cyes and ears are nn:n o rhe situatien around us
in this country we cannot but sec ti: olight and hear the
groans of suffering people. Th2 .roias of refugees who have
beea deprived of their homes aad beloagings. The groane of
the womsa who have lost their husbands and the groans of
pirents whose children have beea shot, disappeared, drivea
out or coenscripted to military service. The groaas of the
valiant young people why are impr.inaed, tertured and per-
secuted because they struggle to be fize. The groans are leud
and deafeaing and we caanot but say with the Prophet “Iam
weary with my groaning aid [ fiad no rest”.

These groans we here are net peculiar to the people of
Sri banka. Such groans are heard all over the world from
§outh Afrlca to Palastine, from South America to China. It
1" a universal groaning and Paul who in his own day heard
tiie peaples’ groanings wes able to sec that it was part of a

to the Church in Asian cournfries today is to see the relevance
of the Gospal for our suffeiing and struggling peoples with
their groans and travails.

As our nations in South Asia approached the time of our
politiecal independence our leaders right!v addresscd themselves
to the challange and tasks of ihe Chur: in the new era
of independence. Tiic:: stroag - conviciioa and deep
desire that our Churches do 1ot end up as interesting fossils
of the missionary era or curious outposts abroad of the
We:tern confcssional Churches. The Union of Churches in
South India, North Iadia, Bangladesh and Pakistan though
stili far from i1ne ecumenical dream of the “‘one o'y Catholic
& Apostolic Church” was surely a step in the right direction
It was a bastoric step taken by the Churches affirming their
joint task and destiny in the life of their people. The leaven
should net be carefully packed and sealed in a pelythene bag
before being placed in the lump of flour but throwa in te
become pari of the lump. That surely is the challenge to the
Churches in Sri Lanka today to sistive and siruggiec together
in unity, in the Sprit so to share in the groans and travail
of our people that the life ¢f our people themseives may b®
transformed as we wait for adoptien as sons, the redemption
of our bodies” - the iiberation of life in all its totality.

1es

was a

Christian Theological Seminary.

Chunnakam

Applications are invited for the, Preparatory
Classes leading to the Diploma of the Seminary
and B. Th  Courses of the Serampore University.

Minimum qualifications for the Diploma Course are
the B.Th
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six passes inthe G.C.E. (O/L) and for
Course three passes in one sitting in the G.C.E.
(A/L). Other details and application forms inay be
obtained from the Registrar’s office. Applications
close on 26th March, 1990.

giobal predicament. The pitiable plight of the whole creation,
itself ‘‘greaning in travail”’. The Genesis story of creation
$aw a clear coanection betwcean man and the rest of creation
and therefore also a clear coanection between man’s fall and
the disaster of the whole creation. What could have been
dismissed as faaciful mythological language by skeptics and

s humanists bave now become a strak reality for scientists and A. Kadirgamar.

sociologists who understaud modern man and his environment. - Registrar

We arc told that in a world which can spend 1.8 million

Dollars a minute on the production of the weapons  of v Lt A

destruciion, every hour 1500 ehildren die of hunger. Everyday i

a species becomes extinct. Every week more people are detained Rt

and tortured than at any other period in  history. Every I would urge the girls of Chundikuli to be bold and

moath 7.5 Billioas ot Dollars are added to the debts of poor
nations. Every year an area of fore.t equivalent to the size
of Korea or Austria Is destroyed. The Green House effect
resulting from the increasing poliuion of the atmosphere and

ambitious in your choice of subjects of study and adventurous
and idealistic in your career aspirations. Do not tecel cons-
trained by the traditional limit:tions placed by others on youl

tne decreasing arca of forest arcas is resulting in a global
warming that is bound to raise the world’s temperature by
4.5 degrees celsius early in the 21st century. The consequences
in rising sea levels, destruetion of coastal areis and popula-
tion arc frightening. Add to tnis i1s the present grawth of
the world’s population by quater of a million every day.
Tais rapid inercasc in the human population and the conse-
quent greed for more humnan consumption can only }W.Ofscﬂ
the ecological crisis and advance the arrival of the dooms
day. Paui in his own day envisioned the groans of death of
the universe and proclaims the good news, the Gospal of
the groans os death being transformed into the groans of
creative birthpangs. <‘Thc son of God became the Son of
Man that the soas of men may become the sons of God’’,
said Athanasius and St. Paul was expressing this longing as
he spoke of ths whole c-eatiun groaming in travail until now
and we ourselves groaning inwardly as we wait for
«doption as sons, the redamption of our bodies’*. Rom 8:22-23.
The transformation of seif - cenired and self - seeking human
nature is the way to the prescrvation and redemption of the
whole ercation itself. Tne Church’s role is to share in fthe
spirit in the groaos and travails of our p:opic in such a way
that the groans of suffering and death can become the oppor-
tuaities for renswal, restoration and new life.

There has been much talk of coatextualisation in theslogy
and in th: missionary outreach of the Chusch during the last
decade and more. Conicxtualisaiion the theologian Jurgen
Moltmann remainds us is oot just relating to the chronelogical
context as relating to Karclogical eontext - that is to the
Kairos - the time of chalangs and opportunity. The challenge
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scholastic and professional zareers. Several of those who have
passed through this school have distinguished themselves in
fields which were once but are no longer regarded as more
suitable for mean. I have no doubt that many among you will
do the same and blaze new trails along which others will
foilow. 1 am not thinking oaly of the white collar professiong
but of every kind of ecommunity serve:  which requires
imagination, special skills, dedication to duty, strength of
charaeter and leadérship qualities.

Perhaps by the turn of this century many
will occupy key positions in various public and community
service, in banking, in imdustry and outsianding philosopers.
archeologists, electronic eagineers, artists, architects, mathe-
maticians scientists, marine emgin:ers,ezplorers, authors, eco-
nomists, journalists‘ broadcasters, .irama and film producers,
actors, airline pilets and stewards, iadustrialists, marketiog
managers, diplomats aand political leaders. I have listed some
professions at random not so much as occupations I recommend
but rather as indicating the range and varieiy of  career
prospects open to a young woman wth = modern education
such as Chundikuli provides. You have as much right as
anyone else to set your sights high and your school equips
you better than most others to rcach those targets. But I
trust that your aspirations are not direcied exciusively on the
elitz professions and that your ambitions are net narrowly
defined in terms of social prestige and economic status.

ameng vyou

It is important to keep several factors in mind.  Firsty,
only a small mincrity of students can enter the elite profession.
The large majerity will occupy pesitions of less prestige and
lower remuneration. It is as much the function of the sehool
to prepare and motivate girls te serve in these positions as
to equip the few who motivate girls to serve in these position
as to equip the few who may move into occupations higher
up the social ladder.

(contd. from next issue)
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