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The perils of playing God with the poor

Evangelism and aid are alike in the way they torce
values on others, argues

% Michael Taylor

THE DECADE of Evangelism
is upon us. Christian Aid usually
steers clear of such activities,
net because it disapproves. bat
because it believes ‘evangelism’
andi ‘development’ are better
kept apart.

The two are nevertheless alike
in several respects. Both, for
example, tiy to persuade other

people what we think is geod
for them. Both offer what we

regard as life in all its fullaess.

Both peddle our values. Evan-
gelism dresses them up in word.s;
development dresses them up in

deeds. There’s no harm in that
as long as the °beneficiaries’
are free enough aad strong

enough to say ‘No thank you’.
All too often they are not.
Threat

. The twoare also alikein that

s—tney d

ironﬁ. What is suppesed ‘to be
‘good news’ turns out te be
bad — er at least a threat. It
does mot even have the grandeur
and integrity of prophetic judg-
ment.

I do not imagine that the
general public, should it be alert
to the prospect of a ten - vear
evangelistic onslaught by the
churches, is full of pleasurable
aunticipation - the natural reac-
tion when semething good is
about to come your way. Peo-
ple are much more likely to feel
got - at and embarrassed, and
view the enterprise as ‘intrusive.

Likewise the Third World has
learned not to rush to write
‘welcome’ on the mat when
the developers arrive. All too
often they turn out to be a
threat to the fields and the
forests and the fish, to be blind
to wisdom already there and
contemptuous of traditional com-
munities and relationships and
ways of life. They have been
quite capable — and we stil] are
-of doing more harm than good.

Above all evangslism and
development are more alike than
unlike in their hypocrisy. They
profess their disintesested cone
cern for others but others can.
not heip but see them as deeply
self - interested :  beware whep
Greeks come bearing gifts.

The First Wesld with its aid
has yet te prove that it is
genuinely inte:ested in the Third
as it sucks out far more than

*

it puts’ in and only ‘mnow sits
up and takes notice of the rape
of the ‘earth because its owa
future is at stake.

God - forsaken

The churches in their evans
gelistic zeal have stifl (o prove
that they are not embarking

on aaother recruitment drive for
the sake of their own institu-

tiens, and are actully prepared
to give everything away to
those who are so poor that
they are God-forsaken.

. There is one further likeness.
As evangelists and development
workers we are still far too
arrogant. We still beljeve we
know what is good for people,
whether it is a faith or a way
of life. We evea think we have
some of it on very geod autherity

Modest :
‘T am all in favour of strong
convictions and commitment, [
am disappointed when people
do not seem to have any they
are suffieiently excited about to
share. But we need to be suitas
bly medest about their limited
merits and clear-eved as to why
we find them so attractive.

Maybe we should step bhand-
ing down er handing out what

we think is good fer people.
Maybe we should stop preach-

ing and peddling our good news.
Maybe we should ry to discover
their good news instead.

Nuisance : :

What would actually be music
to their ears if we could play
it? What would they welcome
with open arms? What do they
really want and long for? What
would be Gospel and set them
dancing in the streets and in
their hearts if only it was brought
to theri? Andis ihere anything
in the story of Jesus, for exam.
ple, that forbids ijt?

We may not, in the end, co-
operate in exactly the way they
would wish. But we would at
least be paying attention to their
‘interests.’ which is what  we
alwavs claim to be the heart
of love

The nuisance is that finding
out what those interests are
takes an awful Jot“of effort
and an awful lot of time —a
good deal longer than a decade

(continued on page 4)
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THE NEW ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY
‘““ A RARITY AMONG BISHOPS »
BY JOHN HARRIOTT

The appointment of George
Carey, Bishep of Bath and Wells
as 103rd Archbishop of Canter-
bury, has come as a surprise
on several counts,

He has been a bishop for
only two and a half years and

€
with  lengthy

“SeNiof men
episcopal  ex-
perience. He does not belong
to the bluechip middle and
upper class Anglican establish-
ment but comes from a humble
working class backeround. Thou-
8h his cockney accent bas been
refined he was bern (in 1936)
and raised in a council estate
in the East End of London,
the son’of a hospital porter,
He left school at 15 and did
his national service as a wire-
less operator in the Royal Air
Force. :

Both his conversion to Ch-
ristianity and hijs intellectual
interests - he went on to achieve

~a PhD-at Kings.College at the

University ol London — were
comparatively late developments.

Siace his ordinatien in 1962
he has had lengthy experience
of parish work, notably at St
Nicholas, Durham, before . his

scholarly and teaching abilities

led to his appeintment as pria-
cipal of Trinity College, Bristol.

Yet another surprise is
warm welcome his appointment
has received from both the
Evangelical and Catholic wings
of the Church, supposedly so
deeply divided that nas candidate
wouid prove acceptable to both.
Finally his appointment _con-
founds the fears that Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher would
insist oa an Archbishop more
sympathetic to her political out-
look than Robert Ruacie. ‘The
fact is that the press has greatly
exaggerated the role and powers
of the Prime Minister in this

s

so breaks a jong tradition in

the
medern

regard : but if there was any
such  temptation it has been
resisted. Dr Carey is no That-
cherite but believes, in his own
words, that ¢socia] and political
issues lie at the heart of the
good news.’ In short, the appoint
ment is brilliantly

circles the pundits insisted

- would have to be squaréd.

For Dr Carey an apparent
drawback proved 3 considerable,
and perhaps decisive, advantage
over several other €xcellent and
more favoureq candidates. Be-
€ause he is not wel] ksown to
the general pubiic and has
attracted little attention from
the media, he is not identified
in the public mind or ia church
circles with any particular fact-
ion. Dr Carey is neo faction’s
standard bearer, and he does
not fit neatly inte any parti
cular theological Compartment

Though he comes from the
more Evangelical side of the
Church, and is g strong belicver
in biblical tradition and in the

need for clear and forceful
preachiag of the classical
Christian doctrines snd moral

priacipies, heis no fundamenta-
list.

His reputation as , scholar -
stands  high and he handles
 biblical interpretation ,
comfortably and confidently. He
enjoys the trust and regard of
both Free ( Protestant ) Church;
and Roman Catholi; colleagues,
and has played a decisjve role in
achieving an easy passage for
the theological agreements rea-
ched by (English) Anglican and
Roman Catholic schofars in
Tecemt years. He has also deve-
loped a keen interest in and
sympathy with Catholic Spiritua
lity.

(to be continued )
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“THE MORNING STAR 4

4 1. 1991

‘We look before and after
And pine for what is not’

The well known lines of Shelley which jforms our caption
would aptly summarise the mood of our people as they move
into anothor year — the first year of the last decade of the 20th
Century. The year 1990 by apy reckoning would be considered
one of the most momentous years of this ceatury along with
1918 and 1945 when the first and second world wars came to an end,

With the reunion of the two Germanys in 1990 one of the
painful consequences of the second world war came te an end.
The forces for Peace released by Mikhail Gorbachev in 1989 coa-
tinued to have its effects for liberation and freedom in Eastera
Europe. Gorbachev was most appropriately awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for 1990, He however, seems to have paid a high
price within the Soviet Unioa itself for the creative and imagi-
native steps he teok for peace and freedom at the international
level The end of the cold war has brought abeut a tremendous
casing of tensions on the world stage, but Gorbachev seems to
have bargained for a celd war within his own country. We caa
ooly hope he will have the resources to end the cold war within

his own borders as he has succeeded in doiag on the world
stage.

These positive developments on the internatiomal arena have
been darkened by the developments in the Gulf with the threat
of war which could engulf more nations beyond the parties in
direct coaflict. The Super - Powers and other powerful uations
of the West have a big lesson to learn from this. The Gulf conflict isa
direct consequence of the roaring armaments trade that has gone
on for the last few decades. Those who indulge in this trade
canoot go oa in the belief that it will pot affect them. The very
arms they have sold pose the threat to their own vital interests:
One cannot claim one is working for World Peace by inundatiog

the world with ome’s sophisticated weapons.
There have been other developments too on the world horizon.
The release of Nslsen Mandela after 27 years in prison and
" later of Oliver Thambo mark a new development in the libera-
tion struggle of the Blacks in Southern Africa. The Apartheid
regime in South Africa has realised that a peoples’ freedom can-
not be suppressed for ever by gunsand boinbs- What the Blacks
are demanding is net for small privileges, but for their national
severeignty. As Bishop Desmond Tutu so elegantly put it “What
we want is not the right to appreach the master’s table to pick
up a few crumbs, but the right to sit at the table and ‘deter-
mine the Mesu'’. -
The unexpected changes of Gevernmeunts aad leaders in many
a country during 1990 have also proved the power of the people .
The position of Mrs. Tharcher, which appeared impregnable
ended after eleven and a half years. She could not but bow to
the demand for change. Japan saw a new Emperor come to the
threne and a new Prime Minister take office. Singapore’s Lee
Kuan Yew after a record thirty oane years in office had to
acknowlege that age dees wither and give place to new leader-
ship. The developmeats in our immediate oeighbourhood on the
Indian Sub - Continent were again significant. There have been
changes of Governments in India and Pakistan. The military

dictatorships. in Bamgladesh and Burma had to heed the peoples’

demand for democracy. In Bangladesh the Military Dictator is
now under heuse arrest. In Burma it camnot be long before the
elested Goverument assumes office. In Nepal a medieval type
monarchy is yielding to peoples’ power. The tread is clear al]
over the world. The forees of democracy- the right of peoples to
determine their own future and order their own affairs cannet
be suppressed for ever..

The developments in Sri Lanka in 1990 are a different story.
The year began with the pull out of the Indian Peace Keeping
Forces and held the promise of a negotiated settlement of the
ethnic conflict. Unfertunately the negotiations did not lead to
apy concrete results but gave rise rather to the resumption of
violence in June. The Tamils of Sri Lanka have claimed a
national identity with a traditional homeland, a history, distinct
language and culture. They have refused to accept the unitary
constitution which they believe is the cause of their oppression.
Their will was clearly expressed by a democratic process at the
1977 General Elections whea the TULF won 17 of the 21 -seats
‘in. the Northern and Eastero Provinces. The Government however
by the Sixth Amendment, closed the doors te the democratic
process. The result: is the ongoing miiitary conflict. It will be no
exaggeration to say that of the nearly five centuries of Colonial
oppression of' the Tamil people in this country, the last four
decades- have been the most oppressive. When the fighting resumed
in June, the Government claimed that it was not fightiag against
the Tamil people but the LTTE. Impartial observers
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~number of

- are only two representatives

after six .

and a half months of the conflict can conclude whether the
Goverament was destroying the Tamil people or the LTTE.
More than a million Tamil civilians have lost their homes and
are refugees. The armed forces particularly in the Eastterm Pro-
vince have systematically destioyed Tamil houscs. Mere than four

thousand innecent civilians have been the victims of the military
operatiors. Several thousands have been injured. The fuel blockade
the Electricity Cut and the severe restrictions of the food and
medicine supply have brought untold hardships on the people.
Several thousaads of shops, business centres, and houses have

been bombed ‘out. Schools, Hospitals and places of worship have

not beem sparedby the Air Force bombs and shells. The Sri Lanka
Government is unique in its use of the Air Force over its own
territory and against its own peeple. The memory ef the merciless
air attacks on the civilian population with such ruthlgss efficiency
will take many many years to forget.

Hope for Peace

As we go to press there seems to be some hope again of
a cease- fire and the resumption of talks. If talks resume we hope a
just and peacful solution can be reached. Our fears however,
are about the sincerity of the Singhala dominated Governments in
Sri Lanka to solve this problem. The Government claims to
have solved the language problem by enacting legislation for
Tamil also 2s an offical !anguage. The Tamils still complain that
they receive Government letters in Sinhala. Gevernment Depart-

ments still refuse te accept documents in Tamil for official
purposes. One has to walk into the Government’s offices in
Colombo or into the Katunayake Airport to observe if Tamil

also is an offical language. The Government claims to have solved

the citizenship problem of the Tamils of Indian origin. At the
time of Independence in a Parliment of 66 membecs thers werc

8 elected members of this community. By the Shastri-Srimavo
pact the problem was to be solved by India taking half the
Indian Tamils back to India and the other half

beeoming citizens of Sri Lanka. This would have mean that at
least there would be four elected represemtatvies in a Parliamen
of 66. Now in the Parliament of mere than two hundred there
instead of at least 12 which their

population deserves. This is what we mean by the lack of sin-
cerity oa the part of the Government to really do justice to
the Tamil minority.

The prayer and longing of every Sri Lankan citizen is for Peace.
Thece is a negative aspect of peace. lItis the elimination of force.
of fears, anxieties and oppression. But peace has to have a positive
conteat. [t is not the absence of violence, nessary as it is, but

the presence of jﬂﬁﬁicew{tf‘i"‘i@‘faqot just the cessation .
ies but the realisation of justice “and “the development of tha
full potentialities of a people. The rights of the Tamils of

Sri Lanka are no less than those of the French ia Quebec, or
the Lithuwacians, Estonians, and Georgiaas im the Soviet Union
or the Slovenians in Yugoslavia. Peace can only come when
justice is done to all our pzoples and particularly te the long
epptessed minorities. ““We [ook befere and after and pine for

what is mot’’.

couraging however that work
bhas resumed at most of the
centres with, faith, courage and

eathusiasm by the Rev. EarljP.

(continued from page 1)
Dancing

Luke tells a story of a man  g,16m0ns and Messts I. Arul-
who walked with a couple of balan. and Jeeve  JTothy
travellers ‘‘along the way™. The Christmas and the New

They were busy talking about
what would count as good news
for them - what for them would
have spelt the redemption of
Israel - and as they talked_ he
listened. »

At the end of the coaversation
when they came to the village
where they were going, he
broke bread with them, feeding
them in a way that rolled evan-
gelism and  development into
cne. The news they heard was
so good that they came near
to dancing in the streets as they
an back along them to tell
heir friends. But I suspect it
was only good because of that
long conversation with somecone

who listened to their gospel,

Year programmes were carried out
at theSt. John’s Church Ceatre,
Uranee, Batticaloa. Oa the

28th of Deeember, aun Ecumeni-
cal Youth Fellowship was held at
the Roman Catholic Seminary,
Mantresa in which young people
of all denominations joined.

At the St. John’s Boys’ Home
and the St. John’s Girls Home.
Urance, run by the Diocese
eighteen new orphans who lost
their parents during the recent
operations have been admitted.
These Homes are proving a gr-
eat blessing to the  Eastern

A : Province.
someone who was incarnate in
their life as much as in his %
ou The Day Care . Centres at
Kinniyadi, Karadiyanaru, Kal-

By Courtesy Christion Aid News

Church Centres
Eastern Province
Duriag the last six months

kudah and the Chinpnanaan Yes-
usahayam Memorial Day Care
Centre at Kiran are restarting
after a few weeks lapse during the
of the military oparation, most first week of January. The Day
of the chuich centres in the Care Centre at Kathiraveli wilj
Esstern Province were affected galso  restart as soon  a.

one way or another. Itisen- its damaged roof is repaired.
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