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i‘raise to our Pioneers

Kilinochchi

Circuit Churches

Farewell to Pastors

The Churches in the Kili-
nochchi Circuit of the Jaffna
Diocese of the C. S. 1. including
Poonakary, Pallikudah, Jayapu-
rum Konavil, Shalomnagar,
Barathipuram, Murikandy, Paran-
¢han, Murusumoddai, Visvama-
dhu, Samipulam and Kilinochehi
gathered ~at the Kilinochchi
Church premises.on Sunday the
2%th of April at 4.00 p. m:

‘lo bid ferewell to three of .its

pastors from the s&rea going
out on transfer from the Ist
of May. These pastors arc the
Rev. S. Jeyaneésan, who has
been- serving in the zrea from
1979 for the lasl twelve years,
the Rev. P.J. Suriakumarc, who
has been at Shalomnagar and

the neighbouring Chutches for -

the last four years and Mr.
J. Sinnathurai who worked fizst

in Cheddikulam and then at

»»a-———-—%,m%%,&#—hﬁ*%% steadfasiness wh !
to siay- at therr posts srd

years, There were special fare-

well somgs aaomposed for the

occasion and rendered by the
children from various Churcbes.
Mr. S. Joel of the Murikandy
Church presided at the meetirg
and spoke in appreciation of
the services of these pastors.
Mr. S. Pakianathan, Post Master
of Kilinochchi and the Secre-
tary of the Barathipuram Church
also spoke in appreciation of
the services of these pastors,
Speeches were made by a
representative each of the Chur-
ches of the Circuit. These
Churches-also made presentations
to the pastors. Miss Muriel
Hutchins and the Karunanilayam
children joined at this function.

All the speakers peinted out
that when the Rev. Jeyanesan
came to Kilinochchi twelve years
sgo, there was ot cven a house
he could rent readily to start
his work. However, with divine
grace and the dynamic and
imaginative leacership- and his
commitment aud that of all his
colleagues who followed the
mission has resulted now im o a
fairly wide — spread network of
Churches, Day Care Centres,
Vocational Training Ceantres,
Farms, Development Projects
and Children’s Homes in the
Northern  Province south of
Elephant Pass. Right at the
moment there are twenty — nine
Church Ceatres in this area
south of Elephnt Pass. The
thousands of Christiaus in the
Kilinochchi and Vavuniya Dist-
ricts are grateful to God for
this  outreach work of the
Diocese.

One of the most significant
contributions of the Rev. Js)a-
nesan and his collegues has
been the large scale rehabilita-
tion work smopng the tens of
thousands of refugees who have
bcen coming
during the last two dscades.
Many millions of rupe<s worth
of food, medicines and clothes
have been distributed. So far
nearly 1,000 Low Cost Houses
have been built for refugees
who had settled in these paris.
Aboui 1,500 children under five
are being fed and cared for at
the many Day Care Centres
everyday, The Cburch has
therefore been fuuctioning as
the ¢ salt of the eartk” and
the ¢ light of the world” One
thing that has to be admired

in all these clergy werkers has

been their Chnman cou*age gnd

continue with their szrvice under
most irying of circumstance.
Onc cannot forget the (rem:n-
do.s devotion and loyaity of
the wives of these pastors who
pot o .1y stood by their husbands
tu: also were actively engaged
in the mission to the poor.nd
the oppressed. Words cannot
adequately represent the appre-
ciation and gratitude of the
peopie of the area for theip
services. The work they leave
behind will always be a shining
witness. to the way God bhas
blessed their ministries.

The Kilinochchi public consi-
sting of the officers of the local
Red Crossand Kilinochchi Dis-
trict Relief and Rehabilitation
Organisation (K. D. R R.0.)
organised a farewell dinper for
the Rev.S. Jeyanesan and Mrs.
Jeyasesan on Monday the Ist
of May at the home of Mr. &
Mrs. S. Sivarajalingam, Station
Master and Secretary of the
Kilinochchi Red Cross. The
speakers at this dinner included
the Assistant Goverament Agent,
Mr. S. Amirthelingam, the
Director of the National Youth
Council Mr. K Nagendra, the
Social Service Officer Mr. Pon
Nithiyanandan and the Kilino-
chchi Cluster Principal Mr.
N. Sothinathan. All the speakers
emphasised the fact thar while
the Rev. Jeyanesan was primatily
a pastor carrying oul the mission
of his Church, he involved
himself fully in the service to the
total commurity irrespective of
religious affiliation. The Nons
Christians had confidence in his

into these &areas .

in the mormng the Nava;eeval am
S ers - farewell — Shalomnager -Chureh—-& Missica

impartisl services to the total
cemmunity. This was what led
to being elected #s Chair-

.man of the Kilinochchi Red

Cross and of the K D RRO.
1t was lsrgely due to him during
times of the weorst crisis, con=-
voys ef food lorries and meci-
cines were brought and distri-
buted to the tens of thoisands
of refugess in the Kilinochchi
Disirict. The Rev, Jeyancsan as
a Christisn minister teuly fun-
cttoned s a servart of the
whole eommunity. ¥heir twelve
years of service to Kilirochcki
can never be forgotten by the
people. During these yesrs
Mrs. Jeyawvesan herselt as a
Maths Graduate of the Ceyloa
University made a distinct con-

tribution at the St. Theresa
Maba Vidyalaya. Many batches
of O/L 2nd A. L. students

will remain giateful :o her ss a
successful teacher and as a wise
counseilor and friead.

On Monday the Ist of May

The Rev
after the

to the
Jeyanecsan,
diath of the Rev. A. C, Tham.
byrajah in 1982 was the unoffi-

Jeyanesans
specially

cial pastor for the Navajeevanam
Community The Executive Di-
rector of Navajeevanam Mr. T-
Kirupanantharajah and Mr. T.
Gurukularajah, Principrl of the
Iharmapuram Maha Vidyalava
and others spoke in apprecia-
tion of the secvice of the Jeya-
nesans to the Wanni area. They
all pointed out that the purpose
for which Navajeevanam itself
was started wos now beir 2
fulfilled by the Jafina Diocese
of the C.. S T. on a -wids
ranging scale in the Northern
Province south of Elephant Pass.
They said that was largely due
to the drive, dedication ard
energy with whiih the Jeyane-
sans went about heir work.
They were grateful for ths
assistance the Jeyanesans had
givea to Navajeevasam throug-
hout these years.

The Rev. Jeyanesan goes as
pastor of the Colombo Church
of the C. S. 1. from May 1991,
Tie Rev P J. Suriakumar who
has been in charge of tre

Centre now goes as pastor of
the Vavuniya Circuit. Mr. J,
Sinnathurai gees as Worker-in -
Charge of the Usan Church.

The Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches
(We are Pleased to Publish this article Written for the Morning Star)

The seventh Assembly of the
World Ceuncil of Churches
took  place as planned from
February 7 - 20 in the Australian
federal capital, Canberra, altho-
ugh the question - of postponing
it had: been considered. The
war in the Arabian Guif cast
a permanent shadow over the
event but was not the only reason
why lbout 100 _of the 950 pos-
sible delegates of the member
churches were not present. Some
churche. found themselves
unable to meet the cost of
sending a full delegation.

Certain things were reminis-
cent of the sixth Assembly in
Vancouver, Canada, in 1983 —
the comcern about justice for
the indigenous population and
the use of a tent which was
large emough to allow everyone
whe wished to attend worship.

The opening service included
elements of Aboriginal spirituae
lity - purification by smoke from
burning eucalyptus logs, playing
the didgeridoo 2s a call to
worship, - the presentation of
eucalyptus twigs renewed by
fire — and the preacher illust-
rated his sermon with Maori
proverbs. Later in the Assembly
programme a multi - media ple-
nary session provided graphic
evidence of the treatment suffes

red by indxggnous Australiai s
at the hands of the white
colonists aad the problems of
land rights, identity and social
integration  which a mode a
multi — cultural Australia can
no longer igaore. At the end
of this session many white
Australians present were moved
to ask the Aborigines if they

might join them in their struggle
for justice.

‘“ Come, Holy Spicit renew
the whole creation ’* was the
main theme of the Assembly.
A Black American  preacher
described it as a ‘‘ great achie-
vement *’ that the World Council
of Churches had gathered as
an Assembly to pray, i.e. to
listen to God, rather than te
speak, although he recognised
the frailty of human nature
which made this an almost
“ unachievable aim **. Teo avoid
the monotony of listening to
long speeches being read, a
number of sessions on the theme
sub — themes and some prog-
rammes, e, g. the decade of
the churches in solid-city with
women, used drama& and visual
media. They therefore needed
a theatre stage and sometimes
tended to become spectacles,
which Jed some delegates to
complain they had too little

(Continued) on Page 4)
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4 EDITORIAL &

What the Tamils owe to Daniel Poor

June 27th 1991 will be the 202ad birth anniversary of
Dr. Daniel Poor. He came to Jaffna of the age of 27 in 1816
and spent 39 years serving the Tamil people. He died at Maaipay
n 1855 and was buried in this land at Telliippalai.

There is not the slightest doubt that the life and work of
Dr. Daniel Poor had a great impact on the life of our people.
Jaffna did not remain the same after the missionary enterprise
of Dr. Poor. In 1984 the liturgy commission of the Church
of South India included his name in its almanac as one of the
missionaries who had to be remembered by the entire church.
Dr. John Scudder was the other Jaffna missionary whose name
‘was enrcolled in the C. S. I. almanac. :

Dr. Daniel Poer was a man of great vision. He came with
a group called the Dryad company because they came in a ship
called by that name. They were the first batch of American
Missionaries who came to serve in Jaffna. He 1aid the foundation
for the future development of the missioa. The missionaries who
came after him built up the church and iastitutions planned by
Dr. Poor.

The primary schools, the boarding schools, the University
College cz21ld the Batticaloa Seminary, a weekly news paper,
tracls, prioting press and Tamil graded text books were all initiated
by—Br.* Poor.

He was a deeply religious person always willing to undergo
hardship for the sake of the Gospel. He came to Jaffaa with
his wife and three other missionaries. His wife Susan and two
missionaries died within five years, The British government in
Cevlon rarely supported bim. The prudential committee of the
A. B. C F. M. questicned the wisdom and feasibilily of his
plans and pronosals. After 1823 the British Government virtually
imposed a ban on the coming of further American Missionaries.
There were many cases of back—iliding. But these affiic ions
did not mar the spirit and zeal of Dr. Poor. He remained
committed t) the aims of mission to the end. Even the fatal
wave of cho'era which ultimately ended his life could not hamper
his spirit. His last words were * Joy Joy Hailelujah the first

having been spoken in TAMIL » e o e

Dr. Poor was a_serious intellectual, the true son of the age
of Enlightenme t H- plunged im'o the field of ecducation as
he firmly belived ** I'he licht of erudition had beea always
favourable to Christianity > His educational system which began
with two primary schools of Mallakam and at Tellipallai in
1818 grew inte compreheansive structure with primary schools,
preparatory schools, Girls schools and Uriversity Coliege by
18:3 Evem the most unkind critic of the missionary movement
cannot deny the contribution made by Dr. Poor and company
to the peeple of Jaffna. The intellectual ferment which the
edacational system brought about, led to the production of such
needed literature in Tamil and English. Daniel Poor himself
wrote many tracts and articles.

Morning Star

The Morning Star the sezond oldest paper in Sri Lanka and
the first Tamil paper was established in 184!. Even though he
was not the Editor of this paper it could be easily asserted that

he was the chief influence behind this. Tne Editors were
Heory ‘Martyn and Ssth Payson both studzots of Dr. Poor.

Daniel Poor was a Puritan in every sense of the word.
Much importance was given to the observance of tha Sabbath
and temperance. He spoke at temperanes meetings and wrote
extensively on the social evils of our people.

Years may pass and the very name of Damic! Poor may
be forgotten but the effe.ts of his wrrk have goae into the

life. of the country, and maide it different from waht it had
been carlier

plenary session so that a number
of views could be heared.

( Continued from Page 1)
“The Seventh . i =

'prp‘_»rmnity for discussion. The
-atiempt by the South Korean
woman theologian, Prof. Chung
Hyun — Kyung, to relate the
m in theme to traditional Korean
spirituality drew special criticism
from some of the more con-
servative theologians from other
rars of the world and it be-
came necessa.y to add an extra

¢ Justice, peace aad the in-
tegrity of creation’ has been
an important emphasis in the
World Council’s work since the
Vancouver Assembly. Aithough
traces of these concerns could
be found in the work of all
the sections at Canberra, it was
felt that the member churcies
still had a long way to go in

this fieid of service to the wbo!e
of humankind and that this

should continue to be a priority,
as should the work for the
unity of the church. A special
welcome was given to represen-
tatives of the churches which
had become members since the
last Assembly and it was an
important moment at Canberra
when the (post - denominational)
China Christian Council was
accepted as the 317th member
church.

Justice, peace and Christian
love cannot be taken for granted
even in a worldwide gathering
of Christian churches. With so
much diversity of; traditions and
cultures, tensions and differences
are to be expected. This wss
especially evident in the process
leading to the election of the
new  Presidents and - Central
Committee. It again - proved
impossible to meet the pevcen-
tages set for young people and
women while at the same time
electing people whom the chur-
ches felt could represent them
(in & Central Commitice less
than half the size eof the num
ber ~of member -churches)
However, for the first iims a
young person was included among
the Presidents, Ms., Priyarka
Mend.s from Sri Lanka. This
Central Committee will shortly
have to undertake the respen-
sible task of fiading a new
General  Secretary  to  succeed
D Emilic=“Castro——on~"his
retirement.

The Ass mbly fcrmed a silent
procession of witness from the
Convention Centre through the
town to the worship tent where
a service of prayer for peace
wes held, followed by an ail -
night vigil. Latecr in the Assembly
the representatives present fiom
churches in" the Middle East
and the USA invited others to
join them in prayer for the
Arabian Gulf region. On  the
first Sunday the ( Lima ) eucha-
ristic liturgy was ‘celebrated in
the worship teut and oa the
second Sunday many participants
were invited to. local . pari hes
in Canberra and further afield,
e. g in Sydney and Melbourne.

The churches in Australia had
been
make the Assembly in Canberra
both - possible and enjoyable.
Over 1000 people took part in
a Ggramatic and musical presen-
tetion of Australian life and
history atan open air ¢ Gather-
ing under the Southern Cress’.
And, in addition to their hos-
pitality, infermatioa desk and
mail and messages service, there
were letters of welcome from
Australian children in the do.
ments® bags, embroidered patches
and handmade candles as well

as a special medallion as pre- -

sents, and, among the nearly
1500  visitors  attending the
Aszembly each day, many were
Australians who had decided to

Council

working for months to

spend their Summer holiday in
this way. They were very good
at chatting to and learning from
anyone who had time for a
talk ducing the breaks. Indeed,
one declegate said she envied
her husband his status as a
visitor, because the visitors could
share in Bible studies and
meetings with interesting parti-
cipants without the pressure to
produce reports almost before
the discussion- had begun.

Statements on public issues
were alio on the Assembly’s
agenda. The questioa of the

Gulf War finally occupied most
of the a=vailable time ( and again
demounstrated the differences of
opinien that exist, e. g. between
Christian  ** pacificists®> and
¢ realists >’ ). Other statements
(on Indigenous Peoples and
Land Rights, Sri Laonka, the
Baltic Sta‘es and Regions of
T nsion in the Soviet Union,
S)uth Africa, El Salvador and
the Pacific ) would have merited
more discussion and more media
attention. Participants from other
countries or regions where fight-
ing has been going on for longer
than in the Gulf Region - Liberia
Somalia and C.ntral Americe,
for example - felt that the atten-
tion of the Assembly was rather
one - :ided.

Journalists se m to have hal
difficulty fiading headlines to
convey what happened in Can-
berra. - An Assembly of the World
: of Churches cannot
change the face of the earth
nor even unite the churches.
But it provides an open forum
in  which both member and
some non — member churches
( with even a few representatives
of other religions) can reflect
on and discuss what ,churches
and Christians should and could
do together in next 7 - 8 years,
and at Capberra they praved
together for the Holy Spirit
to renew and direct their lives,

Margaret Pater
official interpreter at the
Assembly

Memorial Thanksgiving

A service ot thanksgiving for
the life of Mas. Daniel Sutharsan
Samuel was held at the
Cathedral Church, Vaddukoddai
on Saturday 15th of June at
4.00 p. m. The service was
led by the Rev. G. D. Ananda-
rajan.. The Rev. V. Rajkumar
presbyter of the Tellipallai
Church also participated.

The lesson was read by the
sister of the deceased Miss.
Chrishanthy Samuel: and the
tribute was paid by Mr. Sathia-
moorthy of Araly. The Rev.
G. D. Anandarajam preached
the sermon.

A fellowship tea was provided
by Mr. & Mrs Samuel at the
Levi Spauiding Boys’ Home
following the servi:e.
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