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The Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Kuland’ran
The Last Hours:

On Thursday 13th February 199,
The Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Kulandrap

had his normal breakfast. At
about 9.30 a.m., ke went to

Jaffaa College on a push bicycle,
As usual he was seated on the
bar of the push bicycle A young
man of Vaddukoddai rode the
bicycle. He went into the office

of the Principal and spoke to
him for about forty minutes.

He spoke about Mr C. N. Anna-
durai, Mr. Jawkarial Nebru and
Dr. Radhakrishnan. He got out
ot the Primcipal’'s office, spoke
10 some members of the non-aca-

demic staff who were ip. the
main office and went back home.

A young man working in the
college took him heme on his
bicycle. At about 12 O’clock he
went inte the bathroom from
which he found it difficult to
come ‘ocut. His daughter and
grand children brought him to
his bedroom and made him lie

“came te seec Bishop Kulandran
and said that he had suffered
a stroke. It was found that the
ieft side of his body had been
completely paralysed. A private
preciitiomer Dr. S. Nagaratnam
living at Vaddukoddai was

brought in for coasuitation He
examined the Bishop aad te!d

his daughter and grand children
that the end was near.

After this the condition of
Bishop Kulandran was informed
to the Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambaia
avnar. He decided to admit him
to the Manipay Green Memorial
Hospital. With the help of some
Jaffna College teachers Bishop
Kulandran was taken to Manipay
in the Diocesan van. When
Bishop Ambalavanar had said
a prayer before being takea

to the Haspital, Bishop
Kulandran said ** Long past the

bibilical age! ’. ( He was 91)

On the way to Manipay Hospita|
Bishop Kulandran went on talk-
ing. He made inquiries about
his friends especially about the
people who visited him frequen-
tly. |

At Manipay Hospital his condi.
iion began to deteriorate very
fast. He was coascious till about
10 O’clock. When a friemd of his
went to s:e him at1030 p m ,
be had gone to sleep On the
following day he could only
show his hand to his doctor
and make him understand tha
he wished to be left alone. On
Friday 14th February at5 30 p.m.,
the Rt. Rev. Dr 8§ Kulandran
passsd away,

““The Chariot of Israel
horsemen thereof ”°.

The Funeral of Rt. Rev. Dr.

Sabapathy Kulandran

As sooa. as Bishop Kulaadran

died a meeting of the important

p:zisons of the Diocese was con-
ducted at Manipay Memorial Hes-
pital under the chairmanship of

the Rt. Rev D. J. Ambalavanr. It
was decided ro have the funmeral
oa Moaday 17th February which

iR

was a public bholid y. The
undertakers were informed ‘and
they came and prepared | the

body. The body was takem to
his house at Vaddukoddai at
about 10.08 p. m. From that time
enwards many people from
Jaffna came to pay their last
respccts to the beloved Bishop-
The members of the Vaddukoddai
parish, teachers, other employees
and students of Jaffna College
made elaborate preparatioms to
have a fitting funeral. The lane
from Bishep Kulandran’s house
to jaffus College, and from the
main ea*rance 2f J:ffaa College

to Sangarathai juonction were
decorated with palm leaves and
plastain trees.

On the 15th and 16th February
people from the University of
Jaffna, Roman Catholic Church,
members of the C. S. 1. parishes
came in large numbers and laid
wreaths.

On the 17th morning at 8 00
a. m , a service was conducted by
the parish priest the Rev. D G,
Aonandarajan at Bishop Kulan-
dran’s Home After the service
the body was taken up to the
gate by members of the family:
from the gate upto the College
entrance near the Brown field

the body was taken by the
people of Vaddukcddai. Frem
the gate at Brown field to the
Administration biock the Bishop's
body was carried by the students
of Jaffna College. From that
time onwards the staff of Jaffna
College carried the body and
handed it over to the parnishio.
ners of Vaddukoddai which took
the body from the main entrance
to the Catrnedral Church. When
the body was laid down at the
Cathedral Church members repre-
senting various bodies laid wrea-
ths to the departed leader, Mem.
brs of th: Ex-cutive Comrmittee

of the J. D ,C.S.I. members
of the Jaffna College Board of
Directors, members of the Coun-
cil of Management of the Jaffns
College Institute of Technology
& Agriculture, the Staff of Jaffna
College, Staff of Uduvil Girls’
College and the Vaddukoddai
and other parishes came one
after the other and laid wreaths.

The funeral service began asg
830 n.m. with the Choirs of
the Cathedral Church, Jaffna
Cellege and Uduvil Girls’ Cellege
in attendance. The Bishop eof
the Discese, the Rt Rev. D. J.
Ambalavanar led the service
with the Rev. A Jeyakumaran,
Secretary of the Diocesan Coun-
cil, the Rev. G. D. Agandarajan,
Minister of the Cathedral Church,
the Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan, Princ -
pal of Jaffna College, the Rev-
Sevak Sam Alfred of the Ashram
and the Rev, D. R. Ambalavanar
pacticipating.

The Rev. D. R Ambalavaqt;
paid a tribute as the senior
most of tke presemt clergy. He

said that the veung Kuolacdian's

decison te offer himself for the
ministry of the Church soon
afier . ne graduated from 1ibe
Univerarty  College, Colembo
was an event that stirred our
community. He entered the
ministry even thoughb his parents
did oot like it. He cared nothing
for the worldly opportuaities
that were open to him. To the
end he remained true to his
calling. He was a dedicated
schelar and was greatly interested
in intellectual activity and sirove
te improve the intellestual and
spiritual standards of the Clergy.
In spite of his high academic
achievements he remained a hum-
bie person and moved closelv
with the peor and down trodden.
He had the vision of a truly
indigesous Church amd worked
hard to promote carnatic music
among our Churches and intro-
duced the choral form eof the
liturgy which has beea much
acclaimed.

The Rev. Dr.S. Jebanesan the
Principal of Jaffna College and
a2 long time friend and admirer
of Bishop Kulandran in his
tribute referred 10 Bishop Kulan-

dran’s strong convictions and
deep piety. He firmly believed
in St. Paul’s presentation of

the Gespel and was much in-
fluenced by the theologicai
tradition from Augustice 1to
Martis Luther to Karl Barth.
He had clear views about the
uniqueness of Christ and the
validity of the Christian Mission.
( Coutinued on Page 4)
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( Continued from‘ Page 4)
to all of us and looking back
at his rolein the history of our
Diocese it would be apt to
exclaim °¢ the Chariot of Israel
and the horsemea thereof ’. The
Bishop in conclusion remarked
that history will adjudge that
Bishop Kulandran | was ¢ the
fimest product of the 175 years
of the history of the American
Missiona Community in our Jand”

Special anthems were sung by
Jaffna College ‘and Uduvil Girls
Co.lege choirs. At the end of
the service many people came
round  the body to pay their
last respects

After the funerall service the
body was taken to the Manipay
cemetery where it was inter¢ed
by the side of the tomb of h's
wife Mrs. Mathuram Kujapdras.

Mrs. Kulandran died in 1974.
The committal rites were per-
formed by the Rt. Rev. D.

J. Ambalavanar. - assisted by the
Rev. A. Jeyakumaraa. Hundreds
of students of Manipay Memorial

English School lined the road to -

the cemetery to pay their Jast
respects to the Bishop. The
road from Manipay Main Road
to the cemetery was decorated
with = palm  leaves by the
parishioners of Manipay.
The Rt Rev Dr.S. Kulandran
' Meeting
iThe ! Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Kulandran
commemorstion mcetmg was

_conducted at the Jubuecy Hall,i\

St. JohAn’s  College, | Jntfnl on
Mouday l6th March, 1992 by
the public of Jaffna. The meeting
was presided oyver by the Rev.
Dr. S. Jebanesan as the Ri.
Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar was
wdispoased. People from many
parts of Jutfua altended the
meeiing.

Miss C. LV, Sclhnh thc Pria-
cipal of Uuuvil Girls Lo“ege
spoke first. She said that Bishop
Kuiandraus was a saintly | person
who tock ja Kkeen |laterest ian
the development of Uduwil
Gurls’ College. | He was a grqat
friecnd of her father the ldte
Mr. K. A. Sciliah, and Mr.
Selliah used to consult him on
scveral  matters. | :

Mr. K. Slvayogalmgam lecturter
in Tamil at tne - Uaiversity of
Jatfoa saie tnat Bishop Kujand-
ran was a maa of intergrity and

the books (he wrote show his
iatellectual  hoaesty.
\Prof. A.| Shanmugathas said

that he was puivileged to move
slosely with Bishop Kulandran
while he was a lecturer at Jaffna
College Undergraduatc D.part
ment. He also | said that Bishop
Kuplandran had greu respect for
Tamil sn.holars aud punaits

Professor K vaathamby said
that with the demise of Bishop
Kulaodran an imporiant Iperiod
in the Aistory of Jatfna K comgs
to an end. The ‘Writiugs of

Bishop Kulandran are studied
with great linterest in  Western
universities.,  Professor | Siva-

thamby also said that the lives
¢l Bishop Kulandran, Mr. K.

: Nesiah and Mr.

kept ringing

Handy Perin-
panayagam tell the histery of
a very important period in the
history of Jaffna.

Rev. Fr. S. J. Emannuel said
that the Roman Catheli¢ Church
also had great respect for the
scholarship and picty of Bishop
Kulandran. He said
wiote ‘many things - seme trifle,
some very important. He reg-
retted that he did not get an
opportunity e¢f moving more
closzly with Bishop Kulandran,

M. G. Rajanayagam Secretary
Cathedral Church, Vaddukeddai
said 'that the last years of Bishop
Kuleandran were spent at Vaddu-
koddai and that he was a tower
of strength to the Vaddukoddai
parish. He also took a keen
interest in the problems of Tamils
and was watching every develop-
ment with much concero.

The chairman also read a
.mz:ssage seni by Mr. K. Manic-
kavasagar, the | Goveroment

Agent of Jaffna.

Rev. G. D. Anandarajan,
secretaryjof the Ji D.iC. 8.1,
proposed the Vote of Thanks.

Special anthems were sung by
choirs of Uduvil Girls’ College
and Jaffoa College.

that! he .

 his wife

Books written by the late Rt.
Rev. Dir. S. Kulandran ;were
sold at the end of the meeting.

Prayer Meeting at
Bishop Kulandran’s House
The memb~rs o the family

of Bishop Kulandran conducted
a prayer mce ing to thank Ged
for the life aod work of the
head of their family on Sunday
15th March at il -<30 a. m. at
their house at College Lane,

' Vaddukoddai. Bishop Kulandr:n’s

eldest son Mr. I. T. Kulaodran,
Mrs. Ranee Kulandran®
Bishop Kulandrau’s son-in-law
Mr. Donald Ratnarajah who
were ab:oad at the time of the
funerd came to attend the service.
Mr. I. T. Kulandran is serving
as a teacher in Maidives. Mr.
Donald Ratnarajah is workinag
in Saudi Arabia.

The service was led by Mr.
G Rajanayagam, Sccre:ary of
the Cathedral Churhk, Vaddu-
koddai who |also preached the

sermon. The Rev. A. A Paul
gave a \iribute.
The prayer meeting @ was

followed by a fellowship lunch
at which many parish members
and friends participated.

BISHOP KULANDRAN
The Rey. Fr. S. J. Immanuel

( The English version of the

i a i 4 :
talk delivered at the meeting 't.w;gvcn il dtchc

St. Johns College, Jaffna‘ep

16 -3-92 to pay homage "to the

memory of Bishop Sabapathy
Kulandran, CSI Bishop in Jaffna)
1. Introduction

I first met anhOp Kulandran
in 1968. ‘At the end of my talk
about Ecumenism at Tnmmcr
Hall, Jaffna, he came to me
congratulated me on my perfor-
mance. Those encouraging words
of Bishop Kulandran at the
beginning of my priestly ministry
in my ears for
many more years. During those
few years at Manipay as Parish

priest [ had a few occasions to

participate in functions, “ecumeni-

cal and otherwise, and Jisten to

him and chat with hlm. These

were his last ycarss in OfflC¢ as

Bishop. Unfortuna?;ely due to
my long gbqegce Df 15 years
from Jaffoa, 1 was not grmleged
to be close and

to Jaffna in 1986 I renewed
this contact by occ;asmnal visits
to him, but mot te the extent
Iiwould have liked to. Though
in the evening of his life, still
he had =ll his mental faculties
so alert, and his characteristic
charm and wits were still in full
blossom. You could listen and
dialogue with him on any subject
vnder the 'sun for hours together.

In spite of this limited and
austere contact with him to be
called to speak at this Comme-
morative function here is a great
homour for me.

2. Leadership amidst turbulent
times |
1 confess once again that 1

am not in a position to gauge

intimate with
him. Once again when I rcturfned'

his| achievements during his
episcopate. There are many in

~ his own church more competent

to do that. But of one thing,
I am
T Hisperiod-of-leadership
of the church coinciding with
a period of p ofound ehang s
(in our society, definitely made
challenging demands .on his pere
~son and on his abilities.

Just think of the years bet-
weea 1947 amd 1971, when both
in the ccclesial scene and in
the national scene, there were

. 30 maany far reaching changes,

The
inae

upheavals and conflicts.
first decades of political

- pendecce from the long colonial

rule, the first decades ¢f church
lite after becoming the united
church of South Irdia, the
traosition in the 'church from
a white missionary leadeiship to
an indigenous leadership, the
birth - pangs of Sinhala patio-
palism and the adjacent problcms,
the asogry ou.bursts of anti-
christian Budddhists etc, - all
these would have made a church
lcader’s  respoamsibility really
difficult ' and challeoging. = His
writings, especCially those publi-
shed as reactions to rehigions
and socio - political events of
bis time, clearly indicate ‘that
he was a keen observer and a
helpful critic of all that | was
happeniag arcund. He spoke up
and spoke up with his chara-
cteristic clarity and courage of
a_cool headed leader.

Hence to late Bishop Kulandran
goes the credit of haviog lead
the CSI church
initial stages and through difficult

times.

3. The Five Volumes are Pearls
of great price
The five volumes which contain

througn ' its’

his shorter writings, especially
in the Morning Star, as articles,
columns and appreciations of
people, and his addresses to
various: national and irternatio-
na! audiences - contain a weaith
of deeper insights than those
found in some voluminous works.
One shouid not be deceived by
their brevity. They are  pearis
of great price.

I have read through most of
his ‘writings in those five volu-
mes. - I was sorry that I did
not read them early while he
was still living. But I can assure
any future studeant of religion
and society that there are
numerous pearls of great thought
to be found thercin. He had
the great gift of reading social
and political events of life
through his very human but
analytical mind and then applying
the principles of the gospel and
of christian heritage to those
signs of the times

As a consequernce, in almost
parlour language, without the
complexity of the theological
jargons’ we are used to, he has
with Pauline censtancy and with
case revealed God’s intentions
for man and his society. Thus
his Christian vition ard word
embraced and enriched every-
thing around him.

Another remarkable thing about
the conteats of these five volu-
wes is that some of the currently
dlscusscd themes in religion have
already won his atteation as well
as his deeper insigkts almost
fifty years ago. Besides his
monumental work of studying
Grace in the Latin works of
Cﬁristianny and ia the Sanskrit
works of Hinduism, he has also
made @ valuable costributions
about the reletionship of non -
Christian religions to Christianity
about Ecumenism abbut incul-
turation of worship, etc. Even
two years before his death, his
courageous reactions to a youag
theologian’s ( Rev. Wesley Ari-
yarajah’s ) remarks on these

subjects  ¢learly showed how
keen and interesied he was
about the new developments.

One may not agree with the
views he has expressed therein.
But the fact that he was cou-
rageous and keen to s.y it even

when he was physically weak is

woithy of admiration. Thus in
many instances he woa admi-
ration for his courage even from
his theological adversaries.

4. He encourages Tamil contri-
butions to Christianity

In the midst of the preseat
suffering and struggle there is
a silver lining of hope for the
emergence of a genuine Tamil
Cheistian nationalism. There is
a hope of a fresh encounter
betwecea the gospel and the tamil
culture. During the first chris-
tianisation of the Tamil people
the latter were ocalled to give up
most of their native heritage

and e¢mbrace Christianity as a
religioa ot the West. We conf-
used many ol our cultural

( Continued on Page 3)
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( Continued from Page 2)
h:ritage as belonging to Hind-

uism and consequently showed
very little iaterzst in our owa
God - given culture. This situa-

tion has changed now far the
better.

Earier the missienaries who
brought Christianity to us brou-
ght also the cultural riches of
the west, their religious think-
ing, their educational and health
systems, their patternsjof wor-
ship, their discipline for admini-
tstration etc. Accepting the fact
that a cultural communication
was the best media to transmit
the Christian message into the
genius of the Tamil people, some
missionaries as well as Tami]
Caristians studied and wrote the
messages of the Gospel in various
cuftural forms. Unfortunstely
this was not well accepted aad
encouraged by the iastitutions
of the churches, In this century
there has bzen a radical renswal
in the way Christians understand
culture.

Culture, distinct from religious
belief, is the natural habitat of
a people and has its own power
of amimation of life. It is now
clearly understood that between
the gospel and the culture of
a people there is a living encoun-
ter and exchange to be effected.
It is only through the cultural
medium cae can capture the soul
of the people. Aand viee versa,
it is only by bearing the fruits
of the gospel in diverse cuitural
media that the gespel becomes
entiched. Hence we say that the
time has come for us Tamil
Christians to contribute our
share, from our own eultural
resources given to us by Ged
Himself, to the enrichment of
Christianity. In this reversal
process of our Tamil churches
begianing to enrich Christianity
with the genmius and cuitural.
heritage of the Tamil people-
Bishop Kulandran bas encoura
ged us by his own contributions-
The interest he took in his
deeper study of grace in Saiva
Siddantha and Christianity and
in the introduction of Tamil
music in our worshipis a clear
indication of such effort. Let
us emulate his example and
contioue his work.

5. A giant to be studied by many

It is impossible to appreciate
the beauty and gauge the great-
ness of a colossal figure from
a short distance. Similarly we
cannot sufficiently appreciate the
csichness and greatness of Bishop
Kulasdran at such a shori space
of time. And for me, as one
who has only read his shorter
contriburions published receatly
as five volumes ( Word, mea
and matters ). [ will aot veoture
to do it.

A true appreciation of the
man will emerge only if we gey
in contact with the many faces
of reality he was conceinmed with
and the way he was showing
his concern.

Firstly he wss not a prisoner
of his time. He theught and
lived before his timne. Noi that he
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was irrelevant to his time. Buy of rich thinking born out of Chenchiah, Chakkarai, Appasam,

the way he ioterpreted pasg
historical events and read the
preseat signs in eveots for the
benefit of the future is to be
gratefully accepted. We whko are
surviving this war are forced by
circumstances to live only for
the present. Foresight amd proph.
ecies and long term plamming are
almost disappearing in our
history. Secoadly our interests
are often narrowed downto the
minimum. Here wasa man who
came into centact with people
of all walks and by his reading
and writing with all events. In
short, though living in a corner
of the peninsula, he was a full
man. ‘

But at the same time, if struck
by the greatness of the man,
we resiga  ourselves to silence
the important work of making
known his life and work to our
society will net be iuitiated-
Hence I acuepted to speak here
as a Christian, though not of
his Church, but keen to see
that such a rich personality
who has blended his pative and
religious heritage | into a truly
Tamil Christian life be not forgo-
tten. He has bequeathed to oul
churches and society so much

his encounters  with various
religions, cultures and people
We have a sacred obligation to
pass on to the future geunerati-
ons what we have seca of him
and received from him. In the
past we have manv instances
of having lost by our indifference
if not negligence such = great
heritages ' and then repenting.
Hence our plea to commemorate
his life and work im a worthy
manner and without delay.

6. He remained till the end a
typical Jaffaa man a Christian
with a universal ( catholic ) out-
look in lite. a self - confident
and calm leader amidst turbulent
changes, courageous theologian
with innovative thinkimg ahead
of his times and above all an
amiable human person who touc-
hed all people and all events
around him with his christian
radiance. May the memory of
his life and the riches he has
left behind ia his writings in-
spire our future generations and
enrich the churches of the future.
Rev. Fr. S. J. Emmanuel

St. Franacis Xavier’s Seminary
Columbuthurai

Jaffna

Sri Lanka.

Melbourne Remembers
BISHOP KULANDRAN

The Tamil Christian Commua-
i'y gathered together on Suanday
March 22,1992 to give thanks

to God for the life and witness

of Bishop Sabapathy Kulandran
at St. Peter’s Anglican Church,
Muirumbeena, The Holy Euzh-
arist was celebrated Dby the
Rev. A. J. C. Sely. ratnam, Hono-
rary Priest in Charge of the
Tamil Christian Congregation.
Victoria. The Lessons were read
by Mr. George Vaithianathan,
Mrs Yoga Ramanathan, and
Mrs Shanta Jeganatham. Dr, C.
J. Eliezer, Professor Emeritus,
La Trobe University in paying
the Memorial Tribute said that
the Bishop took a personal interest
in his church people. When the
Bishop was Pastor at Chava-
kachcheiri, he came to his home,
early one morning with news.
paper in hand, to share with
the Professor the good news
that the iatter had won a scholas-
ship to Cambridge. Later when
the Bishop was on an overseag
Mission, he called on him at
Cambridge and was very happy
to be taken round the great
halls of leaenimg and see the
pleces where great men like
Sir Isaac Newton  lived and
moved and made their discover-
ies. The Rev. Bubsy Arulampa-
lam spoke of his uncle’s loyalty
to the Christian Faith and how
he would not compromise even
to please members of the family.

A goodly number attended
the Service and joined in praying
that the Bishep may find rest
and peace in the Presénce of
the Lord he loved so much and
served so well

Bishhp Kulandran though dead,
lives in the great legacy he has

five years ago, in Uduvi .

left to the Diocese of Jaffn?
by the quality of ecclesiastical
leadership which he exercised
from 1947 to 1970 as the first
Bishep of the infant Diocese,
specially in the introduction ef
indigenous worship leading peo-
pie from Western formste wor-
ship that is in keeping with
our Tamil culture. In this he
was greatly helped by the Ashram
movement ; acd the late Sevak
Selvaratnam who was iaspired
by the bold experiment at in-
digenisation by Sevak Jesudason
at ths Tirupattur Ashram. The
people of Jaftna soon saw that
this was the gateway to reach
onr Hindu relatives and sit along-
side them in humble worship
on muts than in the austere
creaking pews of an earlier era.
The Bishop was an evangelist
at heart. I 'first met him at an
evangelistic campaign carrying a
lantern in his hand, over forty
Having
bad an English eduzation for
most of his life, he told me
how he learnt the Tamil language

afresh by studying the poetry
aad prose children studied ia
the Tamil schools. He later

mastered the language that he
became a ferceful apologist of
the Christian Faith to Tamij
audiences. This led him also to
the study of Sanskrit and to
Comparative religious stndies.
His book, Grace: A Compartive
Study of th= Doctrine of Christi-
anity and Hinduism will remain
for maay y¢ars a standard refer-
ence book for throlegical stu-
dents in S. East Asia. His profo-
und and penetrating analysis of
the doctriue of prapatti or totai
self - surrendcr as well as papa
or mala sets him on the, high

pedestal which is accocrded to

and Paul Devaoandan. In the
midst of the challenges of Plura-
lism, he stoutly defended the
uniqueness of the evangel. John-
son’s tribute to the poet Golds-
mith 'may well be applied to
bhim :

Nullum quod tetigit non

oranavit

He touched nothing that he
did not adorn.

Ao QLS.

BISHOP KULANDRAN
A JNANA YOGI OF OUR TIME

By K. Nesiah

Oune year older than I aad
one class ahead, Bishop Kuland-
ran and 1 were both students
at St. Joha’s College, Jaffna,
in the last year of the second

decade of this century. With
years our friendship deepened
and we were so wmuch interested
in some causes. Here I should
like to refer to three occasions
still so fresh ia my mind.

The first event still so vivid
in my memory was opn the
occasion of Mahatma Gandhi’s
visit here in November 1927.
Both the future Bishop and I
and other members of the Jaifna
Youth Congress Committec had
a meeting with the Mahatma
at the conclusioa of his Quiet
day where be stayed at the
Clock Tower Road. One of the
causes which Gandhiji had piaced
b:fore us was the abolitien of
caste and untouchability. The
future Bishop wurged us as we
came out of this meeting to
take Gandhiji’'s message to heart
aad do our part and neot go
about boasting of our meeting
with the Maha}ma.

The second occasion 1 wish
to recall was in late 1940 or
early 1941. The Bishop had
completed his 40th year and I
had begun mine. Both of us
were travelling by car for a
cultural meeting of the Kale
Nilayam at Vaonarponnai. We
were comparing motes on what
it means to be reaching 40 :
The Bishop was telling me that
he felt himself equal to any task,
and 1 concurred.

The third eccasion to be
recalled is what I said at the
Thanksgiving Service at the
Ashram om Sevak Selvaratnam

in May 1973. This great period
threw up in North Sri Lanka
three = outstanding Christian

leaders - an intellectual in Bishop
Sabspathy Kulandran, a man of
Action 1n D. T. Niles agd a
Bhaktan in Selvaratnam. I weuld
again say that we have been
fortunate te live in that creative
era.

I may now add tbat this
Jnana Yogi’s numerous utterances
and writings are a great intel-
lectual and spiritual legacy for
generations 10 come here and
in lands across the seas.
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“ A PRINCE IS FALLEN THIS DAY IN ISRAEL .
2 Sam. 3:38
Sabapathy Kulandran 1960 - 1992

The death of Bishop Kulandran on the 14th ef February
1992 marks the end of an epoch in the annals of the Church
in Jaffna. The Lord blessea him with [oag lifs and a distinguished
ministry in His Church. Rich tributes have been paid to him
and will continue to be pzid. There is no doubt that his biography
wiil be written for the inspiration and edification of generationS
t0 come. '

As a young man out of the Uaiversity Coliege Colombo in
the twenties he aetively invoived himselt in the Jaffoa Youth
Congress, the first group in Ceylon to sdvocate total independence
as opposed to gradual evolution to Dominion Status. The family
seems to have had a beat for politics as his brother Sam Saba-
pathy, a leading lawyer ended up as Mayer of Jaffna. TiL®
Donoughmore era came and as many politically ambitious Christian
young men renounced their faith and embraced the religion of
the majority for obvious reasons, Kulendran committed himself
for the rmiinistry of the Church. He became a minister of the
Jaffna; Council of the S. I. U. C. in 1931. = His mental and
spiritual gifts and outstanding icadership qualities were - g rickly
racognised by the Church. In 1934 he was elected Secretary of
the Church Coancil and from 1940 to 1947  President eof the
Church Council. : :

He played a crucial role im the movement that led to the
Inapguration of the Church of South India in 1947 uniting the
four. Anglican Dioceses in S. India, the Methodist Church in
South India with the seven Councils of South India United
Church (S. I. U C.)of which Jaffna was one. 1947 therefore
marked an important milsstone ia the history of the Church in
Jaffaa. It was in a way the culmination of three movements.
The movement for devolution of authority and respoasibility from
Missionaries to Nationals; the movement for the integration of the
Mission and its Institutijns with ths Church Council, and the
movement for Church Unity,
spearhead these moveme's and he was in the eod entrusted as
‘th‘c""ifils't Bishop of the Diocese to a:tualise the causes he fought

for ‘and apprepriate their benefits for the life of the Church.

Conselidation was 'incvitabl¥4Nggj_mg,x.*_c%g&c\q‘n for the new

Bishop and the new Diecese, continuing an earlier history cf

over 130 years as the American Ceylon Mission. As Bishop of
the Diocese from 1947 to 1970 the Bishop helped to establish
‘healthy traditions and lay the foundatioes for a new future for
‘the Church. A Bishop is primarily a teacher aod preacher of
the Word. It was in this role tha: he excelled and it was this
role that he relishad most. His powe:iful and well reasons«d one
point sermons linger ia the minds of many. When 'he bad finished
a sermon or address the audience was inno doubt that  he had
a message to give and what that message was.

In 1945 ia the compapy of the Rev. Devapragasam of Madura;
he visited the U. S. to attend the International Seminar organised
by the American Board of Commissioners for Foriegn Missions,
in Chicago. . After spending a year 1o the U. S. visiting many
Churches he wrote his first book, ¢ The Message and Silence of
the American Pulpit > published by the Pilgrim Press, Bostoa.
He had a clear message for the American Churches. “ The
Frotestant Churchcs of America must be a little more clear as
to what they are trying to do and why it is they are doing 6
at all.”” Their approach to their task must be, ¢ historic without
being antiquated, modern without being modernistic, fundamental
without being fundamentalist, lasting without being stale *’. Prof.
George Buttrick of Unioen Seminary, New York, said he made the
Book required reading for all his studeats. Throughout his ministry.

the Bishop kept befeore the clergy the primary task of preaching

and teaching God’s word

situation.

aod presenting it relevanily in our

As a theologian he felt deeply an obligation to write books bath
ia Tamil and English fer commending the Christian faith. Froma
valuable handbook for Cenfirmation candidatesto learned theologica
works he laboured buard to produce his numerous works. He took
-diaiogue. with other religions so seriously that he mastered Sans-
’krit and Pali besides the Western Classics and the biblical languages
and always dcalt with the original documents. In this he has
set a healthy example of scholarship.for other Asian theologians,

He' was involved in the Ecumenical movement from the time
-of the 1938 Tambaram Confecence of the Iaternational Missionary
Council, which he attended along with- D. T. Niles and Lakdasa
de Mel from Ceylon. The Tambaram theme had gripped 'the
voung Kulandran so much that hs never swerved in his commit-
ment to the Christiam mission because of his uncompromising

The, Tamil public recognised his concern for tne

It was the lot of Kulandran to

‘"§‘6’5Ttbii"‘dife‘cts our end and shapes our lives

. faith in the uniqueness of Christ and the rele' a ce of the Gospal

for the worid  He was later invited to read papers at the I
M C Conference in Mexico and other Consultations of the W. C. C.

His ecumenical outlook was not cenfined to the narrow
confines of ecclesiastical relationthips alone. It was to do with
the whole of life. He wrote necerlv 45 vears aco in the same
book referred to above, ¢ The Church is in the world of men.
It must deal with men as theyarein the world. All that¥is of
concern to human na'ure is of concern to the Church  The Church
is interested in all aspecis of the human situation - pbysical,
intellectua!, economic er poltical. The Church is tied to the
bumao situation.  Wos bstide if it ever becomes so introverted
as to be preoccupied with or develop esoteric or exclusive
concerns of its own It must ever be concerned with the world
at large; but its concern is to transmute it.” It was this outlook
of the Bishop that made him committed to the cause of the
Tamils in Sri Lanka in their oppression, and his advecacy of
federalism as a way of meeting the just aspirations of the Tamils.
public good
Chairman of the Tamil

when for some time he was made

University Movement.

His trenchant wit ard biting humour may not have endeared
him to ail, always but everyone whether he agreed or disagreed
with- him loved and respected him. A leading Hindu friend in
his message of condolence said «“ To the departed Bishop religion
was deep and fundamental.. He was a man who walked humbly
before God. Can we not now call him Saint Sabapathy Kulandran?’

To the members of the Diccese of which he was the Chief
Shepherd and to the people of Jaffna Bishop Kulandran will
always remaia the upright and fearless man ef God, a man of
resolute faith and unfailing loyalty to the Lord he served. Fe
will be remembered as a man of prayer with a strict and rigorous
discipline. His love and dedication to his Church was inspired
by the same faith as that of Cyprian and Calvin who said ¢ He
will not have Go.l fer his Father who will not have the Church
fcr his mother.

- One of the Bishop’s major books written in his rstirement
was on the theme of Transcendence. This wasnot a subject of
mere academic interest but one of vita] relevarce to him and he
believed for all humanity. If heavea be our goal it must be a
here on earth:
The biographer of Archbishop Ramsey closes his story with the

‘words of the poet Izaak Walton. Words that would be equaily

true of  Bishop Kulandran's life vow fulfilied and taken up into

glory. :

2k «« Of this blest man let this just praise be given,
Heaven was in him, before he was in hezavea.”

uttermost parts of *the werld:
The Church throughout the ages
has faced trials. tortures, humi-

(Céntinuéd itom Page 1)
He was greatly concerned abeut
the plight of the Tamils in Sri

Lanka and was closely associa-
ted with Tamil leaders like the
late Mt S.J. V. Chelvanayagam
and the late Mr. M. Tiruchelvam
in the struggle for the freedom
of the Tamils in their Homeland.
Dr. Jebanesan concluded @ that
he saw the nine - fold fruit of
the Holy Spirit at “work in
Bishop Kulandran. g1

: The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambala-

vapar was deeply moved when

.he went up to the pulpit to
preach the sermeon. .~ He . chose
as his texr Paul’s words isn

1 Cor 15 :57 ¢ But thanks be to
God who giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ”.
It has been finely said, ¢ the
Christian faith is an Easter faith
and the Christian Church is an
Easter Community.”” It is be-
cause of the Easter event there
is a Christian faith and the
ongoing life and’ witness of the
Cristian Church. The disciples
of our Lord who were frightened
and hid themselves after the
crucifixion once they encountered
the Risen Locd went out boldly

' to proclaim the Gospel to the

.aud laboured

liations, persecutions and death,
but throughk it all learnt to

-affirm the great ‘¢ But’’ of St.

Paul and say, thanks be to God
who giveth the victory. Bishop
Kulandran belosgs to the long
train of Apostles, prophets and
faithful witnesses who have lived
i therafaivh “of
God’s vic'ory. When the crisis
of the ¢ Schools take ever?”
cameé upon our Dioce‘sc or when
the Tamil people faced the
holocaust of 1958 and the events
thereafter, Bishop Kulandran
troubied and distressed as he
was heiped our people to say
couragecusly the *¢ But!’ and
put their trust in God ‘who
giveth the victory. He was a
man of steadfast faith  and of
Pau}’s = victor.ous faith. His
passing, the pre: cher said evokes
the memory of the passing of
Elisha when Joash the King of
Israel said ** O My father, my
father the Chariot of Israel and
th¢ horseme¢n thereof’'. Bishop
Kulandran was ‘indeed very
specially ‘“ A father in God

t Continued on Page 2)
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