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U. S. Ambassador at the
Jaffna College Alumni
Association - Colombo

Branch

The Jaffna College Alumnj
Association held a Service ef
Praise & Thanksgiving at the
Colombo Church of the
J.D,C. S. 1. on Sunday the
26th af April at 7,30 a. m. The
service was led by Mr. C. D.
Chinnakone and the Principal
of the College, the Rev. Dr. S.
Jebanesan preached the ssrmon.
Lessons were read by Mr. S.J.
Stephan aad Mrs. Eva Boniface.
Mr. Katpagan Kadirgamar led
one of the prayers. :

Soon after the Praise Service
the Alumni gathered at the
Holiday Inn at Galle Face,
where there was a Books Exhibi-
tion of beoks published by
Jaffna College and its rejated
institutions. At the Exhibition
the chief speaker was the U. S.
Ambassador Mr. Marien Creek-
more. The Ambassador said, he

_was_impressed by the publicat-

jons of Jaffaa College and that
this was a coatinuation of the
tradition of the carly founders
of the College. Writing is an
important art and through writ-
mmg & great contribution cam be
made to learning and culture,
He said, he was happy to release
the 1990 - 1991 issue of the
Miscellany. This number =along
with the various articles and
reports of the activities of the
College also carries messages of

‘greetings from the U. S Ambas-

sador and the Moderator eof the
Church of South India the
Most Rev. Ryder Decvapriam

At the Annual Geueral Meet-
ing of the Alumni Association,
Mr. S. Wijayanayagam was
clected the Senior Vice - Presi-
dent and Mr. C. D. Chinnakone
was elected as Secretary.

A Fellowship Lunch followed
at which the speakers were
Messis. S. Wijayanayagam, Jeva-
singh David, A. Kadirgamar
( former Principal ) aad the
Principal of the College Dr. S.
Jebanesan. One husdred and
sixty seven Alumni paiticipated
at the Lunch’

Jaffna Felicitates
Deogupillai

The Rt. Rev.Dr.B. Deogupillai,
who has been Bishop of  the
Remaa Catholic Diecsse of
Jaffna from 1972 onwards, cele-
brated a Triple Jubilee this
year. Born im 1917, ' he has
reached his 75th year. As 'one
who was ordained a Priest in
December 1941, he has completed

Bishop

On the 11th of

fifty years.
May, 1967, he was consecrated

as Bishop ¢ the Buatticaloa:
Trincomalee Diocese and luter
a ssumed office as Bishop of
the Jaffna Diocese in 1972, The
members of the Diocese arranged
a grand Triple Jubilee fuunction
at the St. Muary’s Cathedral on
the 11th of May this year. Severa|
Bishops of the Catholic Church
iacluding the Archbishop of
Celombo the Most Rev. Nicholas
Marcus and the Papal Nuancio
were present at the occasion
They concelebrated mass with
Bishop Deogupillai presiding
and it was impressive to see a
joyful celebration. The large
Cathedral was packed full and
overflowing. Bishop Saundaraaa-
yagam of Mannar preach:d the
sermon.

At the Public Meeting which
followed at the Cathedral grou-
nds, a vast throng of scveral
thousands gathered to felicitate
the Bishop. The meeting was
presided by the Rev. Fr. S. A.
Michaelsamy, O. M. I, the Vicar
General of the Diocese. The
speakers included the Archbi-
shop the Mest Rev. Nicholas
Marcus, the Rev. Fr. Xavies
Croos of Mannar, Sister May
Judeksy, 'the Rt. "Rcv | D 1J.
Ambalavanar representing the C.
S. I. Diocese of Jaffna, Sri
Somasundara Swamyv of Nallai
Aatheemam, Prof. A. Thurairajah,
Vice - Chancellor, University of
Jaffna, Mr. K. Manickavasagar,
G. A., Jaffna and Mr. Yogarat.
nam Yogi, Secretary of the
People’s Front of the Liberation
Tigers. All the speakers referred
to the sterling qualities of the
Bishop, his dedication, devotion,
spirit of sacrifice and decisive
leadership. He was indeced a
Good Shepherd who stood by
the sheep in times of grave
danger aad conflict. In the
ethnic conflict which had over-
whelmed the Jaffna community
during the last so many years,
the Bishop was quite outspoken
in advocating the cause of the
Tamil people, particularly their
language rights and their right
for freedom and equality. He
was one who piomeered in in-
digenisation of worship and the
Diocese today is in the forefront
of promoting the development
of Tamil culture and art forms.

A special souvenir eatitled
s« Flames of Greatness’ was
released on the occasion. Bishop
Deogupillai thanking the speca-
kers and those who had organised
the funetion, said, all that he
was able to do and achkieve was

( Cortinued on Page 4)
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Diocesan Council - 45th Annual Meetings

The Forty — Fifth Annual
Sessions of the Jaffna Diocese
of the Church of South Iadia
was held im Vaddukoddai from
Thursday the 27rh to Saturday

the 29th of February. The
opeuning worship on the first
and sccond days were led by

the Revds. A A. Paul and P,
The! Rt. 'Rev. Dr. S. Ku andran

The Rev. N Kathiravelu
The J. S Markandu
Mr. V. S:liathurai

Mr. C. J. Eliatamby

Bishop’s Charge

The Bishop based his charge
to the Couacil on a passage
from Is. 65 :17-25. God gave
a vision to the prophet, who
saw the state of his people and
their. sufterings and weundered
about their future with greag
expectations and aspirations. The
message hie received was “ You
shall be delivired from all your
sufferings and shall
world. Your sufferings shall be
remembered mo more’’. *“The
new future for his people, the
prophet realised could only be
a part of the holiness of a new
heaven and z new eartb. It is
a future where his peeple will
not be exploited, their children
will not die young, and they
will not build houses for others
to confiscate or plant so that
others can exploit. The vision
of the wolf and the young lamb
feeding together is a vision of
a state when all evil forces that
divide and separate will be
overcome. Nature itself will be
renewed. God’s peace shall
prevail in an integrated creation.

Peace thereforeis never divided:
It is not something that can be
experienced in past. No parti-
cular region or people can
experience this peace in isolation.

The Bishop in his charge alse
referred to the sigaificance of
the 175th Anniversary of the
American Ceylon Mission, cele-
brated s few  months ago im
By a bappy
coincidence Bishop Kulandran’s
91st birthday fell on the cul-
minating date of the celebrations.
He had lived for more than
half the period of our history
and played a decisive r1ole 1n
his life and missioa for more
than s'xty years. The sure
foundations he helped to lay for
the new Diocese  formed, as a

S¢C a new

R.| Naveodranugoolan On the
third day the morning worship
was a Holy Communion Service
celebrated by the Bishop and
the preacher was the Rev. T.
S. Premarajah. Votes of coand-
glence for departed former
members of the Council  were
passed for the following :

— | Proposed by the Rt. Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar

— Proposed by the Rev. Dr.
S. Jebamesan

— Proposed by the Rev. T.
S. Premarajah

— Proposed by Mrs. A. N. L.

Virasippillai
— Proposed by Mr. W. N.
Thevakadadeham

result of the Church upioa in
1947, has beemn a firm aad

solid basis for us to build for
the future.

Some of the important deci-
sions taken at these sessions
was to strengthen the efforts
of the Religious Education
Board tu €nsure that all Christian
students studying in Goverment
Managed Schools be provided
the  opportunity of studying
Christianity. During the sessions,
tke Council received a message
from the Worker at Delft, which
bas been isolated from the rest
of the Peninsula | for the last

few months. .The Cauncil
rejoiced to note that all our
work in Delft was geing oa.

uginterrapted.

After the presentation of the
Clergy Pension Fund report, it

was resolved that special efforts
sheuld be made to increase the..

endowments of the Clergy Pen.
sion Fund by at lcast another
11/2 million rupees.

The Council took note of the .

fact: that quite a few eof ouf

Churches were not worshipping .

a their regular places of worship
because of the military situaiion

These include Tellippalai, Nortp
Pungu.
Many:.
of the members of these Chur-.

Erlalai, Kasnkesanthurai,
dutivu and Karainagar.

ches are liviog as refugees in

other parts of the Peninsula apd;
in the Jaffna town area. The
regular.
worship services bz arrvanged for:
our members in |Jaffaa Town,
and that steps should bs. taken.

Council resolved  that

o ensure that people who,go ta
be towa area from our rural
Churches should be
pasteral care by the Diocess.
It was certainly a signof our
people’s depth of faith and their

( Contirued on Page 4)
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Bishop Deogupillai Retires

This s=ason will see a gumber of familiar

personalities of

the Roman Catholic community leaving Jaffna. Father Jesunesan
has already left us for a mission station near Baduila. We understand
that Father Francis Joseph is soom to retire from his post as

head of St. Patrick’s College. And on Monday,

May 11, Jaffna

bade farewell te an outstanding churchman, Bishop Deogupillai,

Roman Catholic Bishop of Jaffena. On this
twenty - five years as Bishop and fifty years in

his church.
The Right

been a source of light and courage
Sivathamby points out, in the booklet

As Proiessor

for this eccasion, Flames of Greatness, he

Reverend Dector Bastiampillai Deogupillai
for the besieged Tamil community.

completed
service of

day he
the

has

published
became the centre of

the Citizeas’ Committee Movement, the address ¢ Bishop’s House"’

remaioing this organization’s

to its language,

address in Jaffna.
Bishop has stood up for the legal right of the Tamil
and was able to commend the goverameat in 1988

1981 the
community

From

on the sixteeath amendment to the constitution which restores

official status to

the Tamil language.

And he has been outspoken

in his appeals to the wider world on behalf of the besieged

North.

Father A. 1. Bernard speaks of his prophstic stance - -

< both in the semse of having a vision into the distant future
and in the sense of Speaking for God .
Bishop Deogupillai has an outstanding reputation for scholar-

ship, haviog shone asa pupil at St.
stood out as a siudest of philosophy and theology
His bent toward the education of his consti-

summa cum laude.

Patrick’s College and having
in Rome

tuents is underlined by his work teward the Londea B. A. and

for the Diploma in Educatien while he
He put this preparatioa to service as
Training College.

and as a parish priest.
head of St. Joseph’s Teachers’

was serving as a nrincipal

He was also

instrumental in the development of theological education at the

National Seminary at Kandy.

he established the St. Fruneis Xavier
priests ia their

training of Tamil
enviroament.
He was further

instrumeatal

In another display of firm courage,

Seminary in Jaffna for the

own language and cultural

in the establishment of the

Department of Christian and Islamic Civilizations at the Univer-

sity of Jaffna.

The occasion was particularly grand as Bishop Deogupillai

had just the month before attaiaed fo his
day. And T think it particularly fitting to
love of the people of Jaffna for this great

seventy - fifth  birth-
uanderscore here the
citizem. Father A.S.

V. Chaadrakanthao, Head of the Department of Christian and

Islamic Civilizations at the Jaffna ecampus,
work in evangelization, he

addition to the Bishop’s

the social ministry of Jesus Christ
for the poer and the oppressed.
sitwation ‘¢ by writing to the authorities

out that in
embodied
in his humanitarian concern
He responded to *he Jaffna
concerned of the need

points

to resolve this conflict through peaceful meaps,” and “ he himself
sent proposals suggesting 2 meaningful and workable solution to

the ethnic crisis. *’
]a this same time,

Health Centre adjaceat to the Holy

‘Bishop Deogupillai was able to open a

Cross Convent, and a Mobile

_Health Care Unit was established in an hour of desperate need

8, 1987, and the work of

the

Day Care Centre has beén

re - established after scvere damage by bombing amd shelling.
Alse present to bid fareweli to their beloved eolleague were

the Rt. Rev. Fraak Manes Fernando, Bishop of Colombo:
Bishop of Galle;
Bishop of Battiacaloa and Trincomaliee;

Rt. Rev.
Kingsley Sivampillni,

Don Sylvester,

the Rt. Rev. Dr. Saundaranayagam,
D. J. Ambalavanar, Bishop of the Jafrna Diocese of

Rt. Rev.

the

the Rt. Rev. Dr.

Bishop of Mannai; and the

the Church of South India  All join in saying, ‘ Well doaue,

good and faithful gervant ! RL Py

DIOCESAN the Executive Committee will
( Coatinued from Page 1) function as Treasurer of the

capacity to face up to the Dingese, '

challenges of our times, most Db e Gert_ cletiel 101060

of the Churches agreed to sub-
staptially increase their mon hly
.quota contributions to meet the
increased demand frem the
Diocese.

At the elections for the new
year, the Rev G. D Anandsrajan
was | elected Secret:ry of the
Diocesan Council. Mr. S Rat-
navel, who was appointed by

Executive Committee :

Clerey : The Revds. D S Thia-
garajah, P. R. Navendranu-
goolan, T. Thevanesan and

C T. Roberts.

Laity : Mr. C, Jeyaratuam (re-
clected) and Mr T. A.
Tampivappa.

Medizal Board : The Rev. A.

A. Paul, Mr. A. Kadirgamar
and the Rev. A. Jeyakumaran

" Theugh Jaffna

Uduvil Girls’ College Board :
The Rev. T. S. Premarajah,
Mrs. Thaya Thiagarsjah and
Mrs. S. D. Vazirasiahe.

Council of Christian Medical

College, Vellore : Dr. Mrs. C.

Ambalavanar
Jaffna College Beard of Directors

Mr., A. Kadirgsmar:
Council for United Theological
College, Bangalore : The Bishop

and the Rev. Dr. S. Jeba-

nesan.

The Council also ratified the
decisions of the Executive
Committee to set up a Bishop
Sabapathy Kulandraa Founda-
tion, the income from which
would be used to suppert a
Professorship at the Christian
Theological Seminary, Chunna
kam.

Colombo Church Felicitates
C. S. 1. Moderator

The members of the Colombo
Church arranged a simple yet
impressive furction at their
Fellowship Centre at 17, Frances
Road. Wellawatte on Thursday
the 7th eof May to felicitate
the Most Rev. Dr. B. Ryder
Devapriam, the Moderator of
the Church of South India and
Mrs. Sarojini Devapriam The
Moderator and his wife were
visiting Sri Lanka in connection
with the dcdication of the St.
John’s Church and the pew
Girls Home building in Batti-
caloa.

The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambala-

—yamar chaired the function. The

Rev. S. Jevanzsan gave the
welcome address. Mr. C. D.
Chinnakone and Mr. R. J. Guna-
ratpam spoke expressing their
appreciation  for the support
given by the Synod to the Diocese
in its diverse programmes:
is numerically
the smallest of the Dioceses of
the C. S. I, yet the Synod has
had a special concerm in sup-
porting our work.

Mr. Shirley J. S. Pieris, the
Ganeral Secretary of the N. C.
C. of Ceylon also speke, coan-
veyving the greetings of the N.
C C. Mrs. Vasahthy Rajaratnam.
the Secretary of the Colombe
Church proposed the vote of
thanks. A Fellowship Tea

followed. i

In Everloving Memory
OF

Daniel Sutharshan Samuel
Born : 15th September 1975
Called to rest: 14th May 1991

‘] am the resurrection & the life

He who believes in we will live

even though he diss.’”
John 11 : 25 (Niv)
Fondly remembered by

Raj, Punitham, Michael &
. Chrisha

BISHOP KULANDRAN
(A condolence message from
the Retired Principal of Jaffna
Hindu College asd a former
Editor of the Eelanadu)

1 was startled to hear the
news of the Rt. Rev.S. Kulan-
dran’s passing away. I was net
in close contact with him when
he became a nonagenarian.
felt that he would be a cente-
narian. fit enough to continue
his saiotiv life and continue to
be an inspiration to all, mainly
through his witty and thought-
ful chais and conversations. His
sudden exit at 91 canmot but
be aisappointing and ' like some
very delicious fruit trees that
ceased to benefit men when they
collapse. the late Bishop Wwasd
a unique fruit tree under whose
shade manv basked and enjoyed
its fruits. Our dear departed
Bishop. thanks to science, has
left behind the essence of all
the fruits that he could bear
in the form of beoks - writings,

sermons, speeches, which are
not simply religious in the
ordinary sense. But all this

bottled essence tasted alike in
spite of subtle differences be-
cause in every one of them
there is inevitable commenness.
To the departed Bishop religion
was deep and fundamental.
Very recently Mr. Nesiah gave
me a series of his books which
solaced me in my sick bed.
Laughing as I read in the midst
of tortueus pain, I could see
the dead Bishop like Dean Inge
of St. Paul’s with all his wit,
irony and sarcasm which I
drank to the full, was a man
who worked humbly before
God. Can we not new call him
Saint Sabapathy Kulandrao ?

JAFFNA
( Continued from Page 1)

the result of God’s guidance
apd blessings. He said, he owed
much to his devoted parents who
had encouraged him to take to
the Priesthood of the Church.

The day’s function closed with
a Fellowship Dinner at the
Bishop’s House.

New Principal of United
Theological College
At the meeting of the Council
of the United Theological College
which took place during the
first week of April, the Rev.
Dr. Gnana Robinson has been
appointed as Principal of the
United  Thelogical College,
Bangalore, succeeding the Rev.
Dr. E. C. John, who rtetires in
January 1993. Dr. Gnana Robin-
son in an experienced Theological
Teacher, having spent most of
his life at the Tamilnadu Theolo-
gical Seminary, Madurai, of
whieh he was Principal fer
several years. Recently, he spent
three years in Germaay, lectur-
ing in Theological Seminaries
there. Dr. Robinson is a graduate
of Serampore and did his decto-
rate in Theology in Germany.
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