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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

Diocesan office,
Vaddukeddai

R REOIRE

Diocesan Fa.ewell to
Bishop Ambalavanar
Extract of a speech by
Mr. Rajan Kadirgamar
Principal Emeritus of
Jafioa College

- \Q;fgp;ak* with a first h.nd

association with Bishop Amba-
lavanar extendiog —through—a
cantintous period of 47 vears
mestly ffom  the —context of
Jaffaa College. the Jaffna Dio-
coge and the village anad‘du-
kodd=i where we lived a3 nel'gh-
hours for a considerable peried
of time almost  fwo decades
[ keow Bisiop as a fellow siu.

dent. colleagué, pastor and fina. .

llv &s my Bishop.
When 1 entered the porais
of Jaffan College in 1946, the
momentous decision ml.do by
leyom Ambalavanar te give up
mis biological sciences ;
fer theelogy was the raging
tepic of the day among ste— g
dents -and the entire college

community. It was a dscisies.

that involved absojute obedie-
noe, dedicalios amd commitmest
of 3 vary high order and a
spirit of endurance to the very,
end. In fact im retrespect It
was one leng umabated l?mth
of devoted passionate service to.
the Master frem that very
momaent the desision was made.

That decision and the lif, u,’d
work that resulted from it will

remain forever @ land - mark

and a mile - stone in the his-

tory of the Jaffna Dio‘cc{sq.” of
the Church of Seuth ladia. as

s ''Bethel’’_and an “Ebenezer’”

to use Old lestameot symbo_ls
of great land murkl._ He was in
my estimation & va!mnt st}glwnrt
amomg Cortemporarias. ;
Bishop Ambalavanar was
veritable priece of the Thurch
endewed with all the q_u*liti‘e:
that ge with the historie  epis~
copate — physically, v
and academically. To this was
niso added administrative ability,
dynamism and courage of unus-
ual energy and dimessions
“*Godly aod well learned mea
shall be comsecrated as Bishops
says ‘the CSI coastitution. In
that sense God gave us in this -
small  Diocese the wisdom,
understandisg and discerament
to slect as our Bishops such
men 8s that of Sabapathy Kulan-
draw ane David. Jegaratosm
Ambaizvanar *Vox popul, Veos
Dei’’-kad tremendeus significa-;
nce end credence feor us
Bisbep Ambalavanar was endo-
wad with 2 unique sense of
individuality 1 tried my beyg
to ¢'assify him into theclogicet
catpgories of thinking, preaching
{(Corndinned to psge four)

“study

spiritualiy ~

Jafina Diocesam Council of the Church of South India
Says adieu to its Second Bishop

The Second Bishop of the
Jaffna Diocese of the Church of
South India the Rt. Rev D. J..
Ambalavanar and Dr Mrs Chan-
dri1 Amb:lavasar were conducied
with Pageantry and ‘padduva-
melam’ <n a long processien
from the Bistop’s Office to
the Quadrangle ef Jaffoa
College, Vaddukoddai, when
the eitire Jaffrna Diocese orga-
nized a farewell faaction to
the Second Bishop. The Bishop
and - Amma were met by repre-
sentatives -of ~different parishes
of the Diocese aijong the pre-
cessional path and gariasded.

At the function presided over
by the Reév. Dr. S. Jebane<an,
Principal, Jatfna Cellege, many
dignitaries spoke

Bishep Saundranayagam of
the Reman Catholic Church in
Jaffna said when the Tamils
were facing a crisis with noae
1o represcnl the sufferisg masses

The Bishep and Mrs. Ambalavanar

Miss C V. Selliab, Princi-
pal, Uduvil Girls’ College pre-
sented sn address to the retir-
ing Bi-hop

Sri La Sri_Somasundara Bra.
machariyar of Nallur Atheeasm
said the Bishop and himself
belonged to different religious
faiths but he was heppy te be
present and sy a few werds
~about the Bishop as he kmows
the good works done by him
in the name of the Almighty
God Because of his good
nature aad the helping attitude
towards the nesdy, the Bishop
‘will always receive the bless-
ings of God Almighty, he said.
~ Dc. T W. Jeyakularajah, a
leading physician and the Presi-
dent ef the Jaffna Christian
Union said that the retiring
Bishop is & tall person, tall in
stature and in character. The
Rishop hes comtributed immen-
soly te the Jaffna Christian

at the Women's

Followship Fuaction -

te the Heazd of State and te
the ceuntries overseas Bishop
Ambalavanar boldly undertook
this task evem at the cest of
facing protest from tht commu-
nalists in the South.

His concern for thoss dis-

’ placed by the militery operatien

timely
to  the
poor

in the North and the
help he bad remdered
widows, orphass and,
ehildren bhad  transcended
barriers of caste and regligien
in the North.. s
Mr. Rsjan Kadirgamar, Prin-

‘cipal Emeritus, Jaffna Colicge,

Vaddukeddai saié Bishep Amba-
iavar was a valiant - stalwart
among = bis cemtemporaries. A
Piince of the Church he has
been vividly pertraved by his
priucely ssature; erudition, thelo=
gissl acumen and effervescent
dynamism. (Excerpts from his
tpacch appesrs elsewhere in
this issue).

all

Union snd has always striven
tewards unity of the Christians
in Jaffna.

Prof. A. Thurairajah, the Viee-
Chancellor University of Jaffos,
Sri_Lanka im his speech menm-
tioned that he was an old bey
of Udupiddy Ameriean Mission
College and bas many things in
cemmon with the Bishop whe
was the presbyter - in - Charge
of the Udupiddy Church when
he was elected amd comsecraied
the Bishop im Jaifaa of the
C. S.'I.© He also recollected
that people like him bemefited
tremendously .  becawse of the
educational missions of the
American missionaries in Jaffna.
He kmew of the Bishep’s
concern for the Tamil cause
“and the T1éle he played in
making knewn our plight te
the world outside. :

Mr. M. K. Subramaniam,
Atterney - at - Law recalled that

- santing . Day Care
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when he first met the Bishop,
he was the Presbyter-in-Charge
of the Cathedral Cbhurch -.and
at the first acquaintance it-
self he had seen a great leader
in  Bishop Ambalavanar, He
also said that he was  bappy
that Bishop Ambalavanar was
the Head of the Church of
South India in Jaffna  during
the time of travails. :
The Rev. S. P. Jeyasinham,
& very senior Presbyster of
the €. S. 1 88id that the-
Bishop has always been aFather
in God to his ptople and has
worked for the spritual upliftment
of the ciergy and Jay peopte-
The Bishop in his reply said-
that one signifisams fact worth
recording duriag his steward-
ship was the religious concoreé:
that existed between the Chist-
ians and Hindus in Jaffpe
There was a bloodbath in Indis
betwesn the Hindus amd the
Muslims ever the Ayodhys
‘Bsbur mesque issue. At Maaj.
Pay the Church of Seutk India
stands face (o face te the
Maruthady Pillayar kovil. Oanly
& strip of road abeut 35 feet

in width separates these places
of worship. But they had
coexisted for nere tham 250
years without religious enmity.
This is e fact worth tecording
in Sri Lanka. :

The Bishop said that one
lesson leasnt during these years
of service for the community
is that hewever big the task
may scemm whet matiers is ouy
invelvement aad pasticipation.
The five loaves and twe fishes
bad to be put at the Lerd’:s
disposal for the five theusands
to be fed. We have found
that when we ourselves raise
our modest thousands the Lord
blessed us with milliens ¢
sccomplish a task.

Whea the Mission piomeered
with Primary Schools aad
Colleges more than 150 years
2go seon ether socicties were
formed like the Buddhist Thee-
sophical Society asd the Hiadu
Besrd of Education which star-
ted masy mere schools and .
colleges - likewise our rele in
Ceatres.
Vecatiomal Training Centres and
80 on w& hope will lead te
other -seesial organizatioms stari-
ing masy more such centres
for the development of ous
commusity. Py

Mr. G. Rajsnsyagam, the
Secretary of the Diocesan
Council propesed the vote of
Thenks amnd the Moeeting caded
with. prayer and benediction
‘by ~the Bishep.
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Speech by Mr.
at the Farewell Function

A. Rajasingam
to Bishop Ambalavanar

by the Christian TEéongical ‘Seminary, Chunnakam =

I take ‘this opportunity to
thank the organisers of this
committeé and the Principal of
the Seminary for having asked
me to speak a few words at
this Farewell function to our
Bishop. I cenmsider it a great
bonour te serve on the Ceoun-
cil of the Seminary and also
__to have associated with the
work of the Seminary.

I am thankful -to - God - that
1l had this cennection with the

‘Diocese during this period- of
activity. T did not know the
Bishop 'as student, but knew

him as a youag Pastor from
his first assigament at Araly
and later more intimately as
Pastor at Vaddukoddai. His well
prepared  thought  provoking
sermons of his early years
made a lasting impression on_
me.

My contribution and associ-
ation with the Diocesan Coun-
crl started whea the Rev. D. J.
Ambalavanar was Secrstary of

“"tke Council 1o 1565. He was
very ‘determined, clear in his
views and a champion of the

tight of the oppressed.t la 1971
he became Bishop. I feel elated -
that I am one of ihe four or
five surviving members of the
Diocesan Council which elected
the Bishop and one of the two

petuate their names; iastitutions

were named after them. He
thus started the Seminary in—
1983 more like a continuation

of the Seminary of 1823 which
was closed in 1910. As one
interested in higher education,
I have observed that the train-
ing given by the Seminary
works a marvelious change and
instils self confidence ia their
students; much more than any
of the other centres. The Semi-
nary = studies transform their
persosnalities in a shert span of
time. In the short period of
10 years we could see ! the

~...progress made. by the-Seminary

and the leaders in socicty it
is producing. - — -

Before the Seminary was
started our theological students
were sent to India  fer this.
course. To cope with the pre-
Ient ' expaasion  programme it
would uot havé been possible
without the Seminary  coming
into being. The Bishop alse
realized that our pasters needed
further and higher education.
At every possible opportunity
bhe would sead the pastors fer
training abroad and eacouraged
them to qualify further acade-
‘mically. He also saw to it that .
the Pastors’ Library had all the
possible facilities

.members of the Bishop’s Elect--

jon Committee STill%iving. Soon
after he became Bishop the
Diocese exploded into activity
south of Elephant Pass, Chur-
ches, Day Care Centres, Homes,
Farms; Lows Prics’ Sheps and
sO on sprang at a pace. One
wondered *whether the Bishop
would be able to miznage all
that he started. This passage
of 22 years _has shown that he
has proved victorieus; It was
God’s guidaace-and--blessing to

our Diocese: that the Bishop
became Bishop at -the -critical
time of .its development We

are very thaokful to Ged that
his guidance was with wus arnd
the Bishop in, all . his endeav-
ours to expand. His. ctureh.

There werc net enough Mini-
sters te man the existing chur-
ches. "It was ‘necessarv 'o train
more ‘ministers-and plans were
afoot to start’'more churches.
Till mow theological™ training
meant gthat. students went to
Theological Colleges in Indis, in
Bangalore aad Maduraii ‘At the
rapid pace in. whi'h ghurches
wergcoming -up and our work
there

was, expanding was g0
alternative o but gubor start thig
Semiaary. There owss opposition
from.. . variouws & quariers 20 The
Bishop..ayss sabicats lowsrcome
all rhese His acgamenits iwere
very .sound: and . nothing: could

deter the stariing of theSemijs
nary. We alwaysoralkh of'iour
glorious pas:  und t‘ee%«»#ww
proud of it. Tt s, the . Bishop
who made vse—-of this histori==
cal ' greatness to  better. our:
futare. He reminded us at every
instance, of the actxvmcs of
the missionaries, “aad to per-

| havc scr rved on._a

zcd it at various levels. dered whether the other lap®
In this ~CONteRE ToF hbrary.thc would be run at all. As you
Jaffna Munieipal Library afttr ,“WI” S ?e h.as T‘.'aCh'd e
it was' busliRiowE: At s first finishing line victorious at‘ the
instance, AR AEESRE ‘Tli" ‘same speed, willing and fit to
biggest  contribution to i N morcE '
Library went ﬁram sthe Cadl The contri of Mrs. Chan-
Christian Un:  The Bj;sboﬁg dra Aniﬁilav s unigue. She
took an acl ETC 1 the did her medi ork in addit-
Jaffna C: rim‘ Unien as its ion to her duties as the Bishop’s
President and Ssaw to it fbat wife. Chaad(a’s centribution wes
this help was mmhycd the _to see that. ~ho—- be cautiened
Jaffna lerary . and safelv 1akcn throuh  Her
Bishop A »contnbutmnw 10 the ~Medica!
great admif work of the ese is 50 much
P AR T "u-ge 'f»hat' “Ht-mre parate fuict:
each indiidual 1h ion. In pass may mention
the right tﬁﬁ ‘ cs;;ors{% : 's:me‘thigg:;_ g:t,k g
‘ sne 1s Ol s 1S aown 1o
ties  Once hi ntrusied a a1 of us Al B e he

wo -k to thelind luai he would
back him to the hilt
well by *all

He wished
in the Diocese,
The status- of the- paster has
gone up considerably durmg
his period - The periodical sarary
the additions to _the
Pension—Fund:—rhe
Retirement Bencfit Fund,. all
these speak of the concein he
had "“for "the workers ol the
D‘i‘otue's'é'. . He would b ing a
schsme which would look very
ambitious but in the loag
he will _See  to. .l _that it is
execu'ed much bt\Ol d_the target.

revis ons,

commilttees for stipends rtev si-
ous _of past.rs ¢ this includes
the Bishop’s) In the case of

the Bishop’s' stipends= his-inter-

rention. was . always to  bring

dowir—his- ecate-so-—rhatit would

fit the pattern and whlt
could afford:

The: Bishop has his way in
eur circles but in places where
there is debate’ he is very
cenvincing and would fight the

we

:,and Blshgg Ambalayanar

and organl— y

~Workers

run

number of.

issue to the end. The untiring

of Bishop Kulandran
got
us back ' Jaffra College and the
Library in 1976.

The Bishop’s ecumenical out-
look was seen i deeds rather
than words. An_Anglican priest
argurd some years ago with me
that our starting Churches in
places like Kilinochchi was
wrong but later he himself
agreed that the Diecesse had
taken the right step. The Bishop
has often besn - misunderstood.
When - he. toek the initiative
in finding the money to set up

efforts

the Jaffna Umvel’sﬂy Chistian
Students’ . Cer trc there were
 suspicions about his motives.

But he saw to it that it: fun-
ctioned under an Inter Denomi-
nationz] Chaplaincy Board and
a Methodist Minister is todav
the Chap!am When about half
a million Rupees was made
available some time ago to the

Jaffne Christian  Union _ for
restoration of damaged Chur-
ches, it was the Bishop who

proposed that the sum be equally
divided between the Methouaist
and Anglican Churches... asking
nothing for his Diocese.

The Bishop’s life —has ~been
like a race with laps to cover.
A normal runmer paces  his
running properly and spurts out
at the proper time. When the
Bishop. started the race it . was

2t sueh a pace that one won-

was a consﬁltantﬂ:a'nd the Medi-
“.cal Superintendent of the McLeod

Hospital, the
a record income and
investment made at
still brings McLeod

institution earned
the wise
that time
an income.

““—When the Bishop teached his

65th year we wanted an extens-

ion_of Hhis seivices.. His plans
weee different and. he would
not _c-nsider aa extension. In

the case of Mis. Ambaiavanar,
unlike in the case of the Bishop,
we capnot but depend on ' her
services. hecause .of the .need
at_our Hospital at this juncture.

I ‘have watched with interest
therr sons  growisg up.
They"were seut to India for
studies at a viry early” age. I
used to wonder what the Bishep_

two

was planaing for them. My opin-

ion was that after a full Eng-
lish “education quite alien to
our society they would fit into
a differeat society. What the
Bishop preaches about peoples
te ge' back to our country to

his
‘dedicated to his

~tals.

serve, 1 wondered does not appiy

o1
is so
in ou
qagcrly
when he
in_an

But as you
Dayalaa
work
and we are
wa.ting for the time
will return and usher
era of presperity to the Hospr
About three montns back
Seminar Leic al
and hea:d

in his. home.
elder son

Hospital

1 attended a
the Seminary
well - a ‘fully English educatc:
youth - is conversant with  Lie
Tamil language and deeply 1
terested in the social problem
of eur people. 1 am refernn;
to-their secoad son Darshan:

Let me end up by saying h(?w
bappy and thanktul we arc for
all what the Bishop has done
to the Church, the Christiao
commuaily and our peopls. Tais
is a farewell to the Bisaop
from his office of Bishop. We
'do oot expect his person to
move away frem ali ithat he
was doing, We do hope that
ke will continue the interest
and guidaace in all the activit-
jes of the Church and its 1nsti-
iutions.

We thank God for the 22
years of service of the Bishop
and wish him many mOreyears
of life and service. Let me
finish by saying

“Fight_the good fight with

all thy might

Christ is thy strength and

Christ thy right’*

Colombo Church

: FAREWELL TO

\ THE BISHOP

There was a largs gathering
of ‘Church membeis ana friends
at ‘the felowship, Cenire of
the d. D:; C..S, 1. . 0n, the 14th
of February at 5-00 p. m. te
bid fasewell o the Rt Rev.
D J. Ambalavanar .and Dr,
Mrs.  Ambalavanar . on the' cve
of the Bishop’s retiremest. Toe
Rev. 'S. Jeyancsan,  Picsbyter
of Chuarca Pr;wd;d over
ihe meeting. Seated with the
Bishop® and  his wife, were
their two sons Thayalan and
Darsnan. Afier some garianding
and songs specially <composed
for the occa.ion, specubes were
made appreciation . of the
.Bishop’s ' services.

Mrs. Vasacthy Rajaratnam, the
Sécretary “of the Church made
a welcome speech The “Rev.
syanesan -said, in the Bishep
they were fortunate to have a
Jeader "who combined vision
and action. Whatever he pians
he made, he also ~saw to it
that they were exeeuied. He
also combined {aith an<d courage
in  launchirg " out into aew
«teas of weork and new spheres
of inihistries. « Dr. Henrv @Raja.
ratnam, speaking on behalt 6tl the
Chiurch members -said-—he - knew
Bishop  tor years' wnd
s 30 had —the knowledge
him as onc of his patients:
The Bishop measured up to the
requirements of I. Tim 3 :2-7
and 2 Tim 2:24-25. '
The Bishop’s sermons were
always clear and inspiring and
challenged us gto repond. The
ColomboflChurch was grateful
for the] Bishop’s efforts in

(Coantinuted on page 3)

how

L hie

e

many
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Farewell to our Bishop

and Bishop Ammah
at Manipay

The Manipay community and
vhe Alavedey &  Sandilipay
ST Churches joinmly gava- a

fareweli- 1o the rctiring Bishop
Rt. Rev D. 7. Ambalavanar
on Saturday the '19th ot Feb

1993 at the Manipsy M moiial
i pglish  School  hall. Befcre
that, around 3-30 p m" a colour-

tul__procession welcomed them
at the CSI Paisonage at Mani-
pay. He was garianded by the
Rev. & Mrs Jcyakumaran aad
theprocession began. Memorial
School band led, !oliowed by
the cultural dancers such a&s.
‘pommaladdam’, karakaddam’,
‘potkal kutkret’, kavady, kolad-
dam, kummy and o theswaram
and nzdduvamelam. The refugee

camps and other representative

“groups—gartanded —the - Bishop

Different orga.
imstitutions and
aiso garlanded
~School gave
from the
the

wi'e.
nisations and
mduviduals
Theni " Memorial
= guard of “‘honour
top of the schoel laae to
Hall.

The Rev. chakumlrnn presided

4. RIS

at— the - function .and began
with the prayer leu by
Mr. K - Selvanayagam, the
worker - in charge of  the

Alaveddy church. The school
hall was overflowiog with
people  rtepresenting  various

groups - Catholics, Hindus znd
Protestants - refugees, service
organ:sations and wcllmshcrs

were amoug them.
The folowing speke :

OI) Fr.

Al Rajanayagam -

‘Manipay Catholic church

02) Mr. A. M. Arunasalam-
| Principal, Memorial
. Bnglish School.

03) Mr. H. Joseph - AGA,
Sandilipay.-

04) Mr. Ilam parithi alias
Anpjaneyar-Jaffaa District
Admlmst atiou

05; KM‘}-iéJasoorlyar -~

i Maruthad Vinayagar
Temple, Manipay.
~-06)y~Mri-SoSivakumaraa -
G. S., Manipay.
"07) Mrs, R. Richards - Ala-
veddy and  Sandilipay
" Churches

08) Mr. S. Rajendram e S
Atorney - at- i .w, Manipay
Commumxy_ .

09) Rev. Dr. S. Jebancsan -
Christian community

10) Mr. Mane Spencer pro-

~ pesed the vete of thanks

_Representatives {rom the Sri

Lanka Red-Cross Societv, The

Refugee Rehabilitation Organi-
stion, Tamils’ Rehabilitation
Organization, Save the Chil-
Sarvedayam,

Girls’

‘entrance of

‘ned ia

J. D. C. S. 1. Pandateruppu

Farewell to Bishop

A farewell funection for our
Bishop the Ri. Rev. 1 J.
Ambalavanar and Dr. Mis. C.

Ambalavannr was held on 7th
March 1993 at the Eliyathamby
Home, Uduvil, as most
of its Church members (whe
wece displaced after the
eperations in Pandateruppu aica)
now  reside -at Uduvil. . The

Rev. Mrs A. R. Tampivappa,
Worker-in-Charge of the parish
presided at the function.

-Our Bishop’s— family-including
Darshan wes welcomed at the
“theGirrs* Home
by. Mr. & Rev. ‘Mrs. A R.
Tampiyappa with alarge garland,
which enclosed the three of
them. Later Bishop aand Dr.
Mis C Ambalavanar were gar-
landed by the various iastitu-
_tions under the’ Diocese in_the
Pnndaterupnu parlsh area The
welcome address was made by
Qev. Mrs A. R. Tampiyappa
covering-all his. achievements,
during his 22 years period of

@iy

—service in_our Diecese as Bishop

with special reference to his
ministry -opened south ef Eei-
phaot Pass and in the Eastern
Provisce. ~She mentioned that
she was both fertunate and
proud” - of “being . the = first
woman worker 'to bs ordai-
our - Diocese by our

present Bishop,

“Febroary

~workers:

function.
This was follewed by a
fellowship lunth at the Elia-

thamby Home where all present
participated.
The Clergy and their
families honour Bishop &
Amma at Luach
The Bishop and Amma were
hostea at lunch by the Tiocesan
Workers Union at  the
House o1 Christian—Tteological
Seminary, Chunsakam oun 28th
1993, being Bistop’s
65th birthday A farewel: mect-
jng preceded the Junch  where

the Rev, S. C. Arnold, Secre-
tary to the Workers Union
p'r‘SidCd :

The Rev. A V Jesudasan, a
veteran Presbyter spoke on be-

half of the clergy. The Bishep
has always goided his clergy
in the rieht direction and al-
ways. stiessed _discipleship. and
obedience to God, he said.

Mrs - Tha-a I'hragarajah spoke
on behalf of the wives eof.
She-satd~that

and Bishep Amma were always

concerned for the welfare of
workers’ families. She also
recalled that both Bishop and

Amma showed concern about
her husbaud and herself (Rev.&
Mrs, Thlagara)ah) when they
went as missionaries and on

higher studies abroad.

Dilani, dnughter of the Rev.
& Mrs. A. Jeyakumaraa spoke

Speeches,  songs and verses
(kavithais) specially eompesed
were  deliveted by  members
representing Pandateruppu
Church, Harriet Winisow Girls’
Home, Y. M. C. A, V. T.C.
at Pandstetuppu and Santha-

~solai - Day Care Centre and
V. T. C. Inuvil ‘in appreciation
for _his great service .in.  the
Parish.  Tributes = too were

_delivered by Mr. Sl Manikam.:

aud our Treasurer Mrs. A. K.
Seliatburai,-who also presented.
a gift on behalf eof Panda-
terappu  Church.  Qur Bishop
in reply thanked the Church
for all that was said and for
the gift presented to him.

Barathy RDS Manipay, YMCA -

Manipay, MPCS = Manipay,
Root—and various —other —soci=
elies  were present  at t he
~ function. g

The Bishop, in his reply, thanked
all of them and pointed out
the f{rieadship between the other
relagicus groups and the chris-
Jdans especially ar Manipay.-

The vo e of thanks was given
by Mr. S.  Ratnavel, who
thanked everyone present in
such large numbers,
their co-operation
the function - a.
said that it was

in making
.success... He
very  grati-

fying te.see, our Church-mem- .

bers (whno ad been scatiered

~~alf-over the poninsula) at- this -

and for

on behalf of the children of
workers. She said that Bishop
and Amma always loved the
children of werkers and teok
keen “interest im the welfare of
these children. Whenever they
visit the homes of werkers they
always talk lovingly and inquire.
abeut their progress in studies.
Dayalan and Darshan are dear
Aanans to all workers® chil-
drea; she said

The Bishop in his reply said
he was very happy to see the
wo}»rkers of the Diocese with

Asia |

Bishop-—

~mission

their families, in a gathering
like this He was also happy
to note that the children of

the workers growing up and
progressirg well. He also belie-
ved that the clergy have a
crucial role to . play in the life
and work of the church and

—-was -susre-that - the workers will

continue to serve the Leord
with courage and dedication.

The meeting ended with bene-
diction by the Bishop

A large gathering including
workers, their families; students
and staff of the Semipary was
present at both farewell funct-
ion and fellowship lunch wkhich
followed.

Colombo Church ...

(Centinued from page 2)
raising the fuads to constru:t
the Church building and Par-
sonage and Parish Hall com-
lex whick they were using
today The Doctor went on to
praise rhe scrvices of Bishop
Amma who wus a Consultant
in. Obstetrics. and Gynaecology,
and Fellow of the Reyal College .
of Obstatrscians and Gynaecolo-
gists was loyally serving in trouble

torn Jaffna in the  Mission
Hospital at Manipay. He was
bappy to see the same spirit

of service in their two soas.

Mr. C. D. Chinnakone another
lay _member who was also
Chairman of the Church Buil-
ding committe said as an
old btoy of Jaffna Coileys
he was happy to speak
about a distinguished old

boy of that College. Te
the Colombe Chutch’s
- building . programme he

was a tower

AT DIOCESAN
COUNCIL
FAREWELL

FUNCTION

Despite many adverse and
discouraging cicrumstanceg
he +had the faith which
persuaded 21l of us to go
forward. st
His most laudable mission
was his speakig out with-
out fear on behalf of the
Tamil Communpity at mome-

nts of crises and his advocacy

of the Tamil cause.

The Bishop thanked the
Church  for the beautifui
fuaction and for the
very kind things said on the
occeasion. He reminded them
that the Church can never
just-—Hve for —itself - but - must

always be reaching out in
~and  _service.— The

Colombo Church was blessed
in_many ways and it _in tu-.
must be a blessing te others.

Mr. Newton Gnanachandran

'a Deacon of the Church pro-

posed the vote of thanks.

please contact :

JAFFNA Y.

HOME FOR THE ELDERS

A Home for the Elders Pro_]ect
soon in a spasious house in Chundikuli

For details regarding payments and other mformatxon

M. THAMBITHURALI,
General Secretary,

Y M

Jaffna, Sti Lanka.

M. C. A.

“will be inaugurated

€
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F EDIT‘ORIA‘;L bd
[HE FOOTSTEPS OF A SERVANT OF THE LORD
will be able to
_so.shall I _be with you;
fail ‘you or forsake you. Be ‘strong, be resolute,
who are-to— put this,people in. possession of  the
jaad which 1 swere to their ' forefathers [ would give them.
(Josh T:5, 6 REBy - Those \Wére the introductory —verses ‘the
cditors of the ““Book of Joshua” wrote when they remembered.
with graritude all” that God wad* ~done~through ~hisservant
Joshua. : " ’
God delivered the: Hebrews  from Egyptian bonmdage -dnd
through the wilderness unto the entrance - Lo
land under the leadership of Moses. Now
the respousibility is placed. on ‘the _shoulders of Joshua, He
with his peopie should. cross “over .to. the other side of
Jordag, —t8ke _passession _of _the promised land and form the
people into & ‘‘pation _Isracl”. He did just what God expec-
ted - of him to do -dividing the lasd according fto tribes.
' and felt t1e preqe‘nce-nnd‘

“As long as yeu live n0o owne stand
FEATIST - yrur—as— 1 was with - Mm&s«,
I shall not
Rty you

brought them
the promised

He hed the vision {or his people
guidance ‘of Yahweh. Tnerefore he deployed his men _and_
c.aplurcd unknown territories.., . The people - lIsrael though 11-

“significant agd small;-were mouided - into-a.grcat nation; peopie

" animals adapi themsel
" man using’ his ingenuity,

[

' _the..Tamil _ fresdom struggic was.

with submissi’ve"._minds due to prolonged slavery 'were trans-

into ‘a maiiom of “warriers-—in——Joshua Yahweh found

tormed
into a nation whose

the lcader 'who could transforme his people
confidence , was Yahweh. God has heen searehing for —such
leaders among the pcople of Jaffna aod found ome such in
Bishop Ambalavanar, When Bishop Ambalavanar took of fice
‘taking a mew turm, great
Jeaders like S. J. V. Chelvanayagam wece passing bzyond the sccae
of the freedom. struggle; oppressive laws were being enacted; the
pew constitution depriving Tamils ever: the little rights incorporated
her constitution.‘Repressive laws were passed to qusah the
struggle. The people were:nlike lost sheep without
4 ‘shephered-— Bishop Ambalavanar - as” the  servant of _tbe
«Good Shepherd” opted 1o be a-shepheid of the oppressed,
ithe marginalized and- the —dewgtrodden. ARSI R T
' Rulers ~of the country thought ' that the world wlll
come- to—know —what_is. happening in_the North - East.
-+The entire world can be  kept in darkness_ if
to the  North is switched off” they- thought...Only.
ves to the changimg cnviroment ot die off but
modifies the enviroment to _suit
Kimself. The Jaffsa man therefore turned darkness into lighy
and exposed many atrocities committed against inmocent, de-
fcﬁcelets peeple by _those tontending for power. Jesus said
shine on the

in the ear
freedom

not
Shri Lanka.
electricity

«You are the light of the World therefore
mountain tep.” Bishop Ambalavanar did> just that. The
"g‘overnmet meachinery could not stop him from voicing the
plight of his people. He made known to the world the
predicament in which we live. Rulers may try disinforma-
tion; Tea in the South. may turn hostile -.as.. experienced
by the. Bishop on several occasions; world leaders may
brush it off as if it ~was aot their —concera. But . we -shali
somebody, listens. This we shall do like

“With" this

not give up until :
the widow 18 distress setking justice from —an —uejust-judge.

_ The man With 2 hsart, as hard as a steme ;may, like

Pharoah try to o‘ppress‘ ‘th‘e jame, the 'dhmb;'“‘tﬁe‘""”‘"ﬁli'n;df”’“‘an’d

- the feeble but God with censpassiomate heart stands’ by the

oppressed, the marginalized and the downtrodden,. ‘This, good
news “has to . be  preached, to: the poor and release for
prisoners should be prociaimed - sO the blind may « recover
sight, broken viciims may..go. free amd may leara :of ithe year
of the Lord’s favour (Lk 4:18-19 REB.) For_ this te be
realized, “the Gospel should -,hé".q;adc_ _kaowa to_all, . Therefore
ixewx‘fron‘ﬁcrs should b.'opengﬂ; a'xi.d-\‘_‘Churche;\:’é established.
his visien in mind - Bithop..  Ambalavagar helped to
start gew ‘Churches in the Vanmi regica. and ,in the East.
Today there are many ,
witnesses unto Him because they ,’f",‘,e-'{‘}l',e-trgn?for ming-..,fiéwcr
g TR N s Bk S s
««Ye  shall 'be‘ the 5?“;?Of"""“‘-'?’woﬂﬁ",”%‘—llesus.-:ku“id,_ The'
salt can act properly omly ifdt dissolves itself. in. the, food.
Likewise-the Church can be salt’ of*“the~ world oaly .if it
gissolves itself among. the populiice mfid serve: its, community.
The - Church should: therefore be iﬁvol;i’icd’_j_ﬂg_v?-;;ch«a]‘ wplift work

.
o i 6 ¥ o

and eare for ttes community 81 large. Mspy, :'g,,p‘";‘]fy the
children are under mourished: some &t Jth?"\"i'?&“’,‘?’f"Sl“ll‘\ﬁ,h
lion: there is no  Rroper _pre-school teaching;” many —é!ii,:ldre\ﬁ
are without prop:r"~h~omeé ‘to +datre (6(? and many are fe-;
dugees in their homeland By ‘opening Day .Care_Centres at

ke 4 s BT o *
g5 different places at Jessto® fc\zv thveusand.s of “ndf'{:g'r‘fﬁi;f
ae provided with ~wholesome _mid - day  .meals and " Proper.
e - school cducaticn - b.yr {rtmtd » tcaalifg;:Tcn Chl}dj’?;&. i

THE MORNING STAR

_Diocese he obeyéd his Lord’s

_press, of the Werld Council of

“up. Many refugee ‘rehabilitation works,

" abroad. Scepties “may ask what can be achieved by helpiog'
i o foew whem many are in need of such lelp; Bishop’s amswer ¥
were  washed - ~

—ashore-by the raving waves and were_picked up by sca gulls. '
d “throwiag them .=

into tho sea. A _pasterby . enquired. +What _difference.

~put a step te it,

25l : " does it make ‘to save 2 few when there are. se
who  profess- faith- n ’)Ghrist and are £oe ; .

Diocesan Farewell...... Jaffna and the Tamil caus

(Continued fiom page 1) in Sri Lauka is new well
and writiag and 1 found it most . placed and identified in the¢
Christian map of the world

difficult to do so0- 1, could not
trace any particular mould or
model into which he would fit;
David Jeyarataam ;Ambalavanar

Even Arch-Bishep Desmon Tutu
~toat well known Christian states-

man, a contemporary of Bishop

was just  David ~ Jeyaratnam Ambalavanar at Kin{i’s College
Ambslavanar - he had-ao proto-: - Londoo, is well aware of oufl
types as a leader, Bishop, prea- predicament. £ :

f’h"’ administrator or theolog- Bishop Ambala;)aiiar ‘was
lan He had as hi";ICOESY?ﬂt “blessed with a family totally -
_gunde‘. leader and mentor oaly devoted to the Church. He'was
his Lord and Master Jesus 5 sop of a .clergymsan wf"bp""?ln

Cprist _a;xd ‘he held on only t0 glder brot'h'g'r‘-‘;ls the most semior
Him. . ° ' clergymap -in. the: Diocese " at

As Bishop he was an ideal - the time ‘of ’his ;;t‘i‘r.mont. His
shephérd of the flock and ip {wo youager brothers are deeply
all_ bis services and’ achieve- involved in the life and mission
ments in the expansion of the of the Church abroad and his

only sister ‘is. the wife of .the

admonition ‘“Feed my sheep’. preseat head of the Methedis

The Church-to  him-was 00t-—Church -—in—Sti- Lanka. The

a sanctuary for the faint- hear- pipop’s wife and som are

_,ud..,. l?ut it was a shining oul- . edical -missioparies and _his
’(l)_o.bt in a world full of need. yoypoe; son % | teacher of

-Those-shining outpests—-areNOW — L1078 ; . 1
our guide lights our refuge tﬁe;)l.ogy._.thTh;z hu:?t:]‘is ;:)lr

and strength—as ~we traverse ::c ‘l‘n:l’w:n h:use we shall

beyond Elephant Pass to. the v :

serve the Lord:!”’

We are not ‘bidding farewel!
10" Dr. Msy:Chandra Ambala’
. vanar just.'mow. The Bishop

rest of the Nerth and East ef
Sri  Lanka. ¥ :

Bishop Ambalavanar hsnoured
very much tbe legacy of:>his

_Missien. When that time comes
. we 'hépe to have the Bishop
to. chair _the. meeting and _to
JJet. ‘us knmow. . ¢how a Bishop
cared ‘for his.-wife." It sbould
_bea lesson to all husbands _

the Morning Star and in stre-
ngthening the private institu-
tions = Jaffna — College—and
Uduvil Girls College. He con-
tinued fo maintain the best of
relationships with the Churches
fa —Solth™ India~and  America
and> kept his eoncerms alive in
the ever widening humanm pro.

blems in the world. He was a
worid citizen in the best sense

of the: word even though a
Bishop of one of the smaller
Dioceses in thes world. He

found a remarkably accepted
place and vioce in the inter-

pational arena of radio and

available  prizes &t Jaffna
College 'and finally carried
away its best male student as
the finest prize of all !

We wish 'the Bishop and
-family well and thank him fer

us. We also take
that he " will iremain Wwith us
as a tower of strength and
Churches, the Christian Confe-
sence of Asia, the UCBWM
and - Church of ‘Seuth India.

Homes arc established and hundrsds
cared {or.given a conducive environment for them te grd“v?
including temporary
.of dry ration and.

gesture.

houses and provision

huts, low cost
clothing, are dene because of the
with the assistanec from ~Churches,

s a stery he had heard. Ooe day crablings

A

There was & man quickly picking® s few u
‘back __en
many such
in~ the —ocean?*The man -v-picging‘f up: ome inerc- crabling _and
threwing it into the sea said,
diffennc..?’ e JEE SIGIEY. ¥ 51 (IS i J ey & 1

Sceptics ‘may .wonder why the Bishep is Linvelved. in
such -aprofitless -work, cpitics may .try “te-discredit his werk.
saboteurs may Uy 'to sabotage ‘and ‘the '
but .those benefited appreciate she goed
sceéptics ate becoming apprscistive.
~good . work, done to the oppressed

1 M

works ~ done and cven some
We thank God for—all the
Tamils through Bishop: Ambalavanpar.
this good work even-afier Bishop Ambalavanar’s rctil‘;em_f;nt‘,ﬁ the
confidence that the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of justice
and - peace .is dta«"ﬁﬁ‘ﬁd.“f' Moo i ¥
* " "May the Almighty Father
family all ‘his" blessings.

: May God’s mame be glorified.

grant our Bishop and ks

Repistered as-a News»!’j_tpet at_the 'P. O. Sri Lﬁﬂunndl};NoQ{
The Amwmerican Ceylos +'Mission  Press, 182. 1st, ( ross ‘Street.
AMANDARAJAN 182 First LCross FS__t_,rf.‘t“t Jafina.

i

31140789 News Printed for the Jaffna Diocese of the
Jaffos ou Friday the

Church of Sowth Iadia at

>nd of April 1993 amd published by The Rev. G. D.

“Mrs. 'Ambnlavgpaf%é-wo’n all+ the

all he _has.dono and meant to .
courage

counsel and we casnot.be more
g;tgnfulrfvor ghil very generous -

=of —beys and girls are

; Bishopu».;,i‘hitii_tive, of com‘/
* agencies aad members

‘st _this eme it makes 2 ..
‘euemies may- iy, to

‘Let the Church continue

predecessor — Bishop Kulandran—himself has gaid that she de- . .
" in strengthening’ and  beauti- serves a farewell in her own i * ;
fying - the liturgy of the Diocese, ~ right “when..she retires from
its publications, particularly ber 'labours in the Christian
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