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The library movement in Kerala

Kerala is knawn for s many
unique featurcs, That
highest density of pepul.tml

and liferacy sre al ready well-
known. Iis positien as the first
Sfate to e'ect a Communist

Government just aftef indepen-
dence is alse equully fameus.

Its widely publicised ofbwret
instability has been surpassed®
enly recemtly by eotber Indian
States. But the library mqye-
ment, of which very litjlé is
kaswn outside Kerala has in
fact . become the 3symbel ef
Kerala’sculturalupsurge Grard-
hasala Sangham whih is the
cure. of cultural life of Kerala
Rid = demecratic election far:
the fizst ume in xfs matmy

u»

“¥he Urpt‘fs‘a"‘cu whse&‘hca
ped Keraia to beceme the most
literate State in Tadiaz s still
comtinuing its_uatiring efforts
te educate awaken pcople The
5239 Jibraries all over
Keraia wader ihis
erganisatiom have had a sgni-
ficant wpart  in the inccscant
campaign against illiteracy, the
active for ‘higher edu-
catiop, the vigorows participa-
tien in the awakening of p.ople
and reconstruction of the coun-
but not the leas
cultural

«fors

the leap teowards a
renait®acCe.

Keiaia bas fascisating sccig]
history. Cultural streams from
various Jands joined nere. The
imter-play cf dite.ss soeial for-
ces moulded. Kerala’s seciety,
imparting te it a bread and
receprive  sature. Im  fact, it
woulda’t be am exaggeration to
say that a cultural revelution
1eok place in Kerala threugh
its rural libraries, Through the
sges many cuitural currents flo
wed 10 this beautiful, receptive
land and many am erginal, the-
ubht has bieemecd here. All be-
cause of this library movement,

*“We sheuld thiak over what
we have read, digest it and make
it &o integral part of our daily
life,”” said Gandhiji. while talk-
img about books and this forms
the main motte of Kerala Giand-
hasala Sasgham, the feremost
library rmovemeat im  India,
which has wea accelades from
UNESCO, wisning its ‘Krups-
Kaya Award’ (1975) and frem
ether natienal icaders fer the

it Jbas

meniaEy as well as
‘advanged ‘requirememts of tie

l:udable performance of th®
Samgham. The u:tiring efferts
of the initial werkers of
Sangham aad the subsequent
torch-heircrs have beea smply
rewsrded by a new Library Act
by which eleciiens were keld
for the first time in lhdia. Thus
the aspirations of theusands
have fisaly ceme true.

Libraries sare l_p longer the
sanction of th% chesen few but
a hospitable house of knew-
ledg: .;n‘:eriug to the most ele-
the mest

people. The Widening ,of the
library sorviee as 2 means of
" salf cqcation as well as am

Mstrument of mass educatienm

b i M e S AT L 3 :
15 (he hallinsfh  of the-cenecpt

of lib_r_-ary movemei as it is

today.
(Coatinued to page 4)
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Letter to the Fditor
Vanakkam!

I pass on greetings f om the
Uriting Church in As<tralia and
many Tlamils iam Sydney and
M:lbonras whom I mest before
leaving Australia, My work in
Batticaloa h:s just begum with
the boys and sgirls of tke Or-
pharage and in
weeks have been here is proved

te be eniovable and interesting ™

at the same time it is certainyy
interesting iryimg to te«ch English
to the boys when I know only

a2 lhittle Tamil asd they a smalj
amount of English. So | am
trying hard to leara yeur lang-
uage and in a ceuple ef months
'; hepe
Coave.sation ia Tamil. My time
in B:ft cilea and Colombe has
berm full of Tamil generesiiy
and: 1 have enjoyed it immes-
sely. T loek forward to my
year in Sri Larka workiay with
the boys snd girls of the or-
phaaags ‘and visiting varieus
parts of th's Country. Hope te

see some of you during my
WY SRS T e
Bye Bye

CHRIS WRIGHT
Unitisg Church, Australia.

Water Pump

Dedicated at

Vaddu Hindu Primary School

28th Liens Club
dedicaicé a
Vaddu Hiadu

Oa April
of Vaddukouddai
water pump at

Primary | Schoel.  Dr. Rpbert
G. Porter cut the ribbon ' The
pump had been regucsted by

both Lien K. Guaaratnam and
fermer Cluster Prinsipal Das.
a close reiatien-of tha K. A.
Sziliah  family, ~and whnse
children are graduates ef Jaffana
Collepe.

The scheol put
programme under
Schesl Headmaster | Mr. V,

BIBLE QUIZ
The Annual Bible Qniz orga-
pized by the Bible Socicty of
Ceylon and spemsored by the
Jaffpa Y. M. €. A. was conduc-
ted at St. Johms Cellege en

on a festive

Sajurday 21st May 1994 20 teams |

the umder 16
teams in the

particapated inm
group and 19
under 12 greup. ,

Under 12 champiens
Chundikvli Girls® College
ruruers  up Trumpet
Courch Jaffas under 16 cham-
pions were Si. James Church
Nallur asd rumners up Hely
Trinity Church, Kekuvil.

The champion ef beth age
greups will ge te Telembe
for all Island Bible Quiz Cem-
petitions

were
and

Primary

Sounds |

Sivansodan and Mrs Kji Sivas
g!ncshan Tke nisdu
Coll:ge Prineipal presided. and
School Development Treaursr
Mr. T. Shanmugaligam, was
alse presamt Staf{ membsrs
Mr. K| Ratneswarn. Miss S.
R-gumathan, Miss S.Kamajadevi
aud Miss A. Latha assisted
the childrem with their charm-
ing items and provided refresk-

\ra.wtu

mcnts.  Lios. President R. T
Ramachaudren, Lion Dr. Pahei-
rathan,| Liom Scereiary: A,

Tharmakulssinghem. Lien Trea-
surer Dr. K. Radakrishnzn and
Lion P. L. Manuelpillai | were
present. fer the ceremorny as
well. ' ‘ ‘
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Trustees , Meeting
The annual meeting of the
Board eof Trustees of Jaffma
College will take plase on the

3rd’ of June 1994 Rt. Rev. D.
J ‘Ambslavanar snd Mr. G:

Rajanayagam  will attend  this -
meeting
Jaffna College
Sports Meet
Ths Jaffea Ceollege Semior

asmusl inter-house sthletic meet
was held in the Bickaell Fisld
en Saturdey the 14th May 1994
at 2-30 p, m

.

Dr. T W. Jeyakul aﬁ.ah,
President Jaffna Ckristism Union
& Pregident T.ff=2 V. M. C. A.

and Mrs. Christina Jeyakulara-

-j*h were the Chief guests.

Hitchceck House ©  emerged
Champions ;
Dr. jeyakularajah stressed the
importasce of sperts. ‘Sports
and Studies sre like two eyes
ef & w1, If ene Ceesn’t fun-
ction V!SIOB is - impaired.

JUrfﬁo.n#gnoly becsuse children
-are unduely blirder=d with stu~

diss they heve no time for
sports, this is lameamtable’ ke
said.

Mrs. Jeyakularajah gave away
the certificates & trephies,

The Jaffra College Primary
Scheol ansuml inter-house ath-
letic meet the
Bicknel! Field on Fridey the
20th May 1994 at 200 p. m.
Mr. C. Jeyaratnam, K Manager of
Jaffna College and retired De-
puty Directer of Agriculture,
and Mrs C Jeyaratoam daughter
of late 'Chinmapps, Bursar,
Jaffna College were the Chief
Guests, Hitcock House emerged
Champiens.

wag. Rold i

My, Jeyaratnam stated that
childrean skheuld play durinmg the
lejsure  times, then eonly they
can be bhappy snd hLealthy.

Mrs. Jeyaratmam, distributed
Certificates and trophies.

‘Someone Watch

Over Me’

George awd Ira Gershwing’s
hit tuae has become a watch
~werd in humaa rights. Pesce Bri-
gades Jaternatiema! has been
quistly werkisg for semec time

in Bri Lanka as well as many

other coumtries im the world
where individuals are in damger
eof brutelity, dissppearance er

ved

by Dr. R. G. Porter

assassinatien. Through a church
member of the St. Jehn’s Uni-
ted Chureh of Christ in Vermesnt
I was able te corresperd with
8 yeung woman whe had ser-
in Sri Lanka and learn!
abeut the activities ef this
group first hand.

(Conmtinued te page 4)
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RENEWAL

Spirit and flesh are two cpposiog forces ef equal strength
The flesh tries to bind us to .lis world whereas
liberastes us.
by the flesh which is in him. Oue must be spiritually renewed
if eac wants to be rele3-ed from thc shackles flesh.

St. Paul warns thst if we ace in the flash we cannet
please Ged (Rom 8.8 Further the way of the flesh leads to death
Carnally mirded peopls can never be satiated. They become selfish
z2nd try 10 grab everytking for themselves. In doing 50 they
become pewer hungry. They sre mesmorized by the world with
slb its glory, They do not rezlize that all that glitters is not
Gold. They thiak they can have abundant life if the needs of
the flesh "are saiisfied. But actually they lose life ia trying
to gain it.

Peopie arc dismayed and become frustrated when they

learn that the world with.ajl its glory has not offered what
they desired. Such people indulge in seif-assertion acd suffer
from aaxicty. Carnally minded peopls tend to be seif-righteous.
They invelve in aggression towsrds other pesple and evea turn
to be murderers. Ultimutely they die in their own sins. What
a pitiable life! :
s Since, to be cerrally mirded is death. ws must be spiritu.
ally renewed. Renewal can t:ike place only if we repent and
allow the Holy Spirit 10 work in us I the Holy Spirit dwells
ia ws. Christ himself lives in us snd  our spirits sre alive be-
-cause of, righteousness of Crrist. Our morial bodies 2re also
givem' life. In other words both our bodies and spirits are
revived througk the Holy Spirit which is in us.

We become children of Ged becsuse God’s spirit dwells
in us. If we are the children of God we become heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ.. Because we are heirs of God we
have abundant life. Even when we have nothing we Jeed a
contented life. This is because a spirit filled man is prepared
te lose all what the flesh offers him. Everything he “receives
s a blessing of God. Because he has no desires he is always
satisfied. . ; \

The Spirtitual mak also is willing to suffer - suf’er for
the sake of righteousness. The Spirit filled man feels borden-

ed to unshackie all ThoSe wHG afe eppresscd by Unjost Taws oF

the world, libsrate all who are prisoned by unrighteousness.
Christ came inte this world to suffer and to lay down his Jife
80 that ~we may . bave life sbundantly - Similarly one in
whom Christ lives will never besitate to suffer, so that others
may be libarated. ‘ { ! }
Suffering is sot the end. If we | suffer with Christ we

will also be glorified with him. God who raised Jesus Christ
from death will raise us up alto for the sake of Holy  Spirit
which dwells in 'us. Lat us threefore be renewed by the Holy
Spirit. | !
A. A. P

Rev. Dr. ,
S. X. Thaninaygam
Memorial Lecturé

The Bishep of Jaffna Dioccse
of the Church of Seuth India
the Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebapesan
delivered the Second, Fr., Rev:
Thasninayagam Memorial Lecture
in the St. Fracis Seminary,
Jaffna om 6th Mey 1994, He
spoke on the subjects ‘Amba-
sadors of;Tamil from Nobltics

- to Thaninayagam.

‘Bishop Jebanesan traced the
contributions  made by Roman
Catbolic & Protestant Misssion-

‘Urbituary
. Mr. Marcus
Navaratnarajah

Ws ‘mre isorry that Maacus
died of/heart sttack on 14th May
in Canada om the day of his
bisthday. H- was on the teach-
ing staff Jaffna College and
aciively  jgvolved in Jaffaa
College YMCA. ~He us¢d to
or%anisg Camps and 'worléshop§
for Jaffna | College | Students.
Ht% hnd§ been a YMCA Secter-

arics  like De Nolte, . :Bnkl" ary at fJaffin YMCA?. N;;tionf-
Hendrich  Blucchan  Phillips  al | Y (71-74) and ' Salisbury
Baldacus, Myrao  Winslew, H. yMmca Hopg Koung. ”13 ok
R. tHerisivgtan Caldwell and wiéh fo 1o dumet b%wiisfé

G. U. Peps e = L e , |
Thenf he elaborated the con- Th-*lvymin R R
tributions made by {Rev. Dr. YoU may write to the follow:
F. X, Thanisayagam. ' People ing address. :
sheuld remember aad’ costinue f '. ; e
to do the good work dese by Mrs. _Thivyam 'Naviratnqr-jah'
Fr.. Thaninaylgrm adigal he 17-3071 ‘Spricfield Drive Rideh?
said, » "man BC V7 E 1YD Caoada:

tie Sphit:,
One cannot lead @ tyiritugl life whes ke is entlaved -

~ked vehicles.” As

Someone .. . ... ...

¢ (Centinued ireme page 1)
The organizatien’s  quarterly
newsletter, PBI/USA REPORT,
for March 1994, Carries the
ellewing account;

It is eacouraging to kfnowjthat:
there is an ergapized group of

yeung volunteers whese main

objective is to be present gss
‘ where-
ever people are known te bein heart,
danger. The main offic: of the

organizatien is at 347 Dolores

iaternatiomal witnesses,

Street, Apt. 228, San Fraacisco,
Califonia 94110 (Tel 415—864—
7242. The Quarterly, cam be
addressed at 340 Midiand Ave.,
Syracuse, New York 13202-3407
The PBI Statement of Purpose
Teads:

Peace Brigades International
works to establish justice and
peace in the world through
nonviolent action. To de this
we send umermed Internatio-
nal peace teams, when invi-
ted, into areas of repression
or Conflict, By so doing we
chalienge the belief that vio-
lent institutions amd warfare
must inevitably dominate hu-
man affairs. PBI demonstra-
tes that as International ve-
lumicers, citizens esn act
boldly as peacemskers when
their governnents canmot .or
will not. Throuzh its activi-
ties, PBI learas about, deve-
lops and models forms of n@gn-
violent actiom ip the spirit

truth.
The Sri Lankan team is currently
composed of people mainly from
Asian-Pacific countries Japen,
India, Australia and NewZeland
But one U S citizen was part of
the team in lai¢ 1993 and Janu-
ary- Mark Hoolihaa of Buffalo
NewYork Mark writes that when
he first drrived, he feit over-
whelmed with baving torup ae
office. write *+ports ard main-
tain presemces, partieulsrly gs
requests for presence sometimes
arise with no notice: |
One such occasion involved the
abduction of servers! Tamil you-
ths in | Colomby by uukngwn mi-
litia in the middle of the night,
We were asked to visit one youth
whe had narrowly missed being
taken and |feared they 'would
return. we respended to  this
request at | night oot keewisg
whether we would also encounter
the same ’srmed med in Unmar-
it turned out
this wasn‘t the ease and arrang-
ements were mads for the Tami)
msn in ailfo havea

‘Ose of the more difficult expe.
rienses I've had was when we
were summosed to the dwelling
ef a family whese son had died
while in Police custcdy. Unbe-
knownst te us, it was the day
of the funmeral. This wase poor
family and the fumeral was being
‘*onducted at the family resi-
dence. Weo offered te retu n st

" (Conmtisme next issme)

‘too, it was_ first

ded enactmcit

-

01 Jasata Da! whoe

A Success ... .
(Centizued fiom fege 1)
Accerding to, Dr. S. Radha-
krishnan in olden days, teachers
of India were themselves libra

ries and they were held ia the

highest esteem. This iscidently
seems to be the case of Kerala
fcrmed by
some teachers of szided schools
who were Congress men at
but as the mevement
gathered mementum, they be-
came Communist sympathisers.

' resultiug in the first Commu-

oist miaistry in the history of
Asia.

The library movement played
an important part during the
freedom struggle toe. Many of
the politieal leaders in ths
State started their lives and
social service tkrough the lib-

rery movement. . The pencd
was alsp marked by great
political @turmoil, just" before

India et freedom.

But te emsure a smooth and
effective rumning of the libra-
ries witheut losing its demo-
cratic  set-up, a Library bill
was the much necded goal.
Right from the beginming of
this movemeut, this wpeed was
felt and almost &ll the leading
pewspapers in
Mathrubhoomi, Kerzla Kaumu-
di and Jsnayugam hsd demeasz-
of & lew for
the libraries. Iis leaders from
Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iyer, the
Dewan of ‘liavancore, te the
presest.  education minister

of Gandhi’s™ €Xperiments with™ "Mohammad Basheer, have tri«d

to enact a legislation for streem-
lining the . fuactions of ‘all
libraries. ‘

However, by the time the
p eposcd legislatien reached the
select commiitee, the gevein-
ment would  fall. | This led o
af jronic slatement ‘that °if
you want to pull the govesn-
ment:  down | just push the
Grand hesala | jcgislation Act.
=‘So /tne emaciment ©f the bill
remained an  unfulfilled aspi-

. ration, s Promise kepi im sbe-

yence., Eech time Assembly
bas been prorogued. the bill
had to be mewly prepared 2nd
prescated before the house.
From this fatal ireny. It was
to the credit of the sociaiist
leader K. Chandrasekhgrar of
finally
beairizg all odds, sitting day
and night discussing almest 1660
amendments, got the act passed
unamimously in 1989 a5 the
Kerala Public  Library (Kersla
Grazdhesala Sangham) Act. The
only ether act passed in this
manner on recerd is the Land
Reforms Act! both executed
during the Cemmunist regime.
The library movement. in Kerala
toek shape though three diffe-
rent ?urrehtl-through the thiee
previnces ef Kerala-Travancore,
Koechi and Malabar. All ‘the
three had visible | difference-.
Besides the Travancere library
movement, Kechi had
library movements while Malas
bar under the Madras presit
dency had perhaps the be:-
thrust politically and soecislly
cut of thess rerce trends.

_Harrison John Theophilas
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