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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

Vaddukoddai
J

we remember with gratitude the services ren-
dered by Rev John Bicknell, who was the Principal,
Jaffna College (1915-1936) We thought ' it is fitting
to quote what Bishop Kulandran has said in his book
“A History of Jaffna College” (1923 - 198)) about
Rev. Bickne!l and his School, because his only son
Dr. John Walter Bicknell was present amongst us as

Chief Guest at the 175th Anniversary Celebrations.

“*During the period we have covered, the College
has gone threugh the regimes of five principals. Practj
cally the whole of the period is within the memor-
of many still living. (Contd to Page 2)

New Chaplain To Madurai
Rev. J. Jebamohan of the Rev. Benjamin Jeyarajah

our worker at Usan will be
leaving for T. T. S. Madurar
in July 1998 to complete his
B. D. studies: He will return
to the Diocese before the
October 1998. general transfer in May 199

S

Church of Ceylon has been
appointed Chaplain o¢f the
University of Jaffna. He will

assume duties on the First of

PRIZE-GIVIN

. JAFENA. COLLEGE, 27 ~JUNE 1998

Prize Day Addre::: B, Dr JOHN BICKNELL
Ingu Vanthirukum Anaivarukum!
VANNAKUM, VANNAKUM, VANNAKUM:

Bishop Jebanesan, Prin-
cipal Rajanayagam. distingui-
shed guests, ﬁdcmbers of the
faculty, parents, alumni and
ail  of you stu fents, I bring
you greetings from the Trustess
of the Jaffna College  Funds
and  congratulations on this
celebration of the 175th anni-
versary. . .of -the founding .. o
Jatfna College. here in Vad-
dukoddai, in July of 1823.
May I say how honored I
am to be asked to represent
the Trustees here today and
even more honored at heing
asked to give the Priz:s Giving
Address,

It was just fifitesn yzars
ago that I stood here with
my dear wife Evang line, who
was dressed in my mother’s
blue and gold sari. Evange-
line sends her greetings to
all and wishes she could be
here as “she was“in. 1936 and
again in 1983. Those first
three months of 1983 are
among the happiest of our
lives; we were able to see
our old friends and make
new ones, to walk the roads
and paths among the paddy
fields, to hear the kuil in
the morning and the kili in
the evening, to taste nulla
mampalam (mangoes) and (nulla

choru - curry) delicious curries,
to see the new library and
to watch a foot ball match

at the Bicknell pavilion, to
hear good carnatic music, and
most of all to be here, in
Vaddukoddai, my native place,

My father’s pleasure in wat -
ching the rice harvest, ‘‘men
and women in their gaily
colored clothes, cutting' the
paddy with a sickle, threshing
it by hand and piling it up
on the bullock carts’’

Three months later took
place the bloody events that
began the dreadful cycle of
violence that coatinues to this
day. Thousands have been
killed, thousands driven from
their homes, or arrested; a
foreien army in occupation.
I need not add to your pain
by reciting to ;'ou your own
recent history. Despite all this,
‘‘Through the iron jaws of
death we saw Life spying.’*
Despite all this. Jaffna Coliege,
though interrupted, carries on:
classes have been held in Jaffna
and in Vaddukoddai. Students
have come when they could,
and the faculty have been in
the classrooms to receive and
teach them. The Light of Life
shines in the darkness.

Nor is this the first time
the threat of extinction has
been removed by the action
of courageous and enlightened
Tamils. In fact, has this not
been the history of the college?
Founed in July of 1823, the
college (named the Seminary

for convenience). flourished
until 1855, when missionaries

closed it down; higher educa-
tion in Jaffna lapsed for
seventeen years, until Tamil
leaders and Tamil
called a meeting to create

‘‘an educational institution of
(Contd to Page 4)
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V' Thanksgiving Service

Thanks
giving in memory of Mrs.:Flory
Ratnam Blanchard was held
on 30th May 1998 at the St,
Margret’s in the Pines, Ang-
lican. Church in Scarborough.
Canada

A Service of

The incumbent priest Rey
Dr. Rowland M. Kawano co-
nducted the service. Lessons
were read by her son Rajﬁa‘t-'r
durai and ‘her grandson Nima
lan Rev. H. R. §. Jeyachan.
rdan formerly of the Metho-
ditst Church in  Sri Lanka
pneached a sermon on _the,
text “*..and let us rum with
patience, the race that is set
befere us’® Heb. [2:]

Tribute to her life was
paid by her daughter - intlaw
Rajamalar. She spoke of ' the
dedicated life of Mrs. Blan-

A Tribute to Mrs.

It was with great sadness
that we received the shocking
news from Jaffna of the sud-

den death of Jeevamalar Rasiah
sister of Mrs. Rajamalar Blan-
chard. I am thankful for this
opportunity to say a few
words about Jeeva as she
was my contemporary at Udu-
vil Girls’ High School and
later at  Women’s Christian
College. Madras.

Jeevamalar Rasiah was the
youngest of four children of
Mr, & Mrs. Nagamuthu of
Varany and was born in 1931.
They were a family of teachers
and educationists contributing
much - towards the education
of our . children  in  Jaffna
schools. ‘Both parents
school teachers, Mr. N. S. Rat-
nasingam. the oldest brother
was Principal, Jaffna Central
College. The late Mr. N.R.
Balasingam rose up to be
Chief Education offier and
had served in ‘various parts
of Sri Lanka. Mrs. Rajamalar
Blanchard was on the staff
of Methodist Girls’ High Sch-
ool, Point Pedro "and Jater
at Vembadi Girls’ High Sch-
oel Jaffna Jeeva was on

the staff of Pandatheruppu

were

School till her

at ‘the age of '30, overcame
all the difficulties and brou-
ght up her four childran sihgle
handedly to success®* Referénce
was made to of Mrs.
Blanchard’s out standmg char-
acteristics.
ared to a lamp
the gloom and lights  any
place where it is placed. Her
well ordered life and her strang
faith in the Lord were cited
as the secrec behind her long
and healthy life  of
98 years.

SOmC

Her life was comp-
that dispels

almost

A Thanksgiving prayer was
offered by Pastor Benjo “ Pon-
niah Rev. D¢,
ounced

Kawano pron-
the Benediction.

This well attended
was foliowed by
tea.

service
fellowship

Jeevamalar
Rasiah

was always a qualmes of lea-
dership as a student She was
a person of dcep faith. I
have heard her speaking a
numb:r of times at our school
chapel servicss for students.
It was the tradition at Uduvil
for students to lead in
ship and give short messages
every Thuraday morning  in
our beautiful chapel.
very much
activities of

wor-

She was
involved in the
the - Y W CC A

and S.C. M. at school
In 1949 when Miss Para-
masamy was the Principal,

Jeeva: and I had the rare
opportunity of attending the
all''island S C M conference
in Peradeniya as delegates from
Uduvil,

I was happy to enjey the
company of Jeeva agai When
I was at Women’s ristian
College,” Madras though she
Came a year later. She gra..
duated with a science degree
majoring in Betany, in 1956
and served on ‘the staff  of
Pandatheruppu  Girls’ High
retirement in
the late 80’s She got married
in 1959. Her husband Mr

chard who as a young widow" ‘the " most

_means bs

Blcknell’

~j: be ?t'mcxpal is, of course,

s important member
not merely |, of She Staff but,
of “the entlgre - community of
any schoel. He
help imparting his characteri-
stic qualities to it; and'Jaffna

College at this time was

particularly
Principal; the Rev. John Bick-
nell. He was a product of
Yale one of the foremost
Universities of ~ America. He

had, a5 . we

in the early part of the eentury

as a Professor. At the end
of 1915 he had come back
to. be . the Principal; and he
had already been  Principal
for fully seven years when
the Jubilee and Centenary cele-
brations had

taken place.

In 1923 he
more

was a little
than 45 years of age

and, therefore, at the height
of his- powers. The seven
years that went before and

the thirteen
to come may
called <‘The
fxot because

years that were
specifically be
Bicknell Era’’,
he was the Prin-
cipal but because
ted it. Tall and' handsomz,
he had a vibr:m't'perso'nality

he domina-

that compelled attention. Even
when  he  was still and silent,
his  presence could “ b e
When e
there

ignored.

rose to speak, was no
doubt of this compelling qua-
lity. He dominated
group or assembly or

in which he was.

eVEery
meeting

. Though ., he
dominated an
if: he  had strong
and silent personality, he had
a .gift  which enabled him to
project = his pr>omhty, the

could have
assembly,

been , a

even

- gift. of oratory when he clea-

red his throat and -
his: lips, he could
the whole gamut  of
speech ~at will. Humour ‘and
pathos, - irony and sarcasm,
anecdote and impassioned utt-
came to him -
and naturally.

opened
travers
public

erance easily
speech
humour
merely punctuated it. When
the occasion was high and
notable he could be‘dependaed

on te rise to' it without‘

Every
of his was eloquent:

cannot”

fertunate in its:

went

saw, been here _as supervisor of the

School

War I.
As head of a school he
was in his proper place He

might have been a good tea-
cher, if he had cared to
specialise in any subject; which
he had not. He had taught
carher and  did  even later;
‘however one suppdses that
he did, the studentg
away more inspired than
edified. But as ap adminis-
trator -both in the office and

whenever

various
activities of the schoolv, he
was  hard to excel It was
his habit to walk down the
verandahs every mornmg to see
how ‘the classes ~ were gettmg
8long. He would often walk
into a class and sit alongside
the students to see how the
teacher taught and later would
send him a note of hlS com-
If a teacher happened
absent he would walk
to the teacher’s table

ments
to be
straight
and attempt  to carry on,
: allowing  the
to teach  him. Thus
arose the story (true or false)
of his getting stuck oa the

questiorn  of whether the wprd
“of" was a preposition i os
coajunction. Nor did" he mlss
the playing fields and would:

more or less
(,
students

be present at all the chief
matches.
His most important qua-

lification for his task ‘hewever

was his entire dedication to
H: szpresscd this
manner when

about his

the school.
n’ a curious
he was speaking
colleague, Mr. J
He 'said -that. 'in .ig

Jaffna

cricket
match;: if ~ia
boy lost
and Mr.

Chelliah 'somehOW

would feel that that ball was |

a &no - ball2’

And when all is said and -

done, to those who have known
him it is still Bicknell’s Sch-
ool. So much had he stamped

 himself on the administration,

the life and the outlook of
the Staff "and students, that
those who

came_ after him

were to a large extent living
on the heritage the. had. left;

and those who go out of

irls* Hi e 0 .+ here, though theyy;know it or
Slr]stei;gizgscgzr(:erthmughout Rasiah was a Post Mast g offovt. “O#et such it .met, carry with . them . the
er ¥ = L EL 4 e ey
p He. died some time age and the_ lzgrge ’pu!ﬂ\lc tall‘.y q an th . gvestages of the ideals that
I have known Jeeva as Jeeva was a young widow Police e NG R R b S [ e
a student at  Uduvil Girls’ Their only son Dhayaparan the conclus1‘on of the ‘f‘j’saf‘ loved the School, as no man
High School. We were together is mew in Swizerland. les « «+Peace’ Conferencg . 'm_ before or since has dome, that
in ‘the sihoal hostel.  She ¢@ontd to Page 4.) 1919, after the end of World ( Contd. to Page4)
i
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Coliege .
his wicket, both ‘he;
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A Tribute ...

In 1994 when I went to
Jaffna to see my mother, T
heard that Jeeva was
in one of the houses at the
hospital premises in  Inuvil
and I visited her I was indeed
glad to spend some time with
her that evening. I was glad
to see Jeeva happy and rela-
xed. She helped the disabled
children who lived close by
to the House of Hope, in
their study of English She
was independent financially
and gave generously to those
in need around her.

living

She
quiet,
few words to her

was always known as
unassuming person of
friends,
students. She

teacher of
science. As one of her students
told me that she

classmates and

was a successful

recently

always had a bright smile for
them as she. greeted them in
school.

As I was reflecting on

Jeeva’s life the following verses
from Psaim 23, verses 2 and

3 came to my mind; ‘“He lead ¢

me beside quiet waters, He
restores my soul’’ Her life
was one of quiet endurance.

She did not have any of her
close family members near her

not even her only son whom
she has not seen for more
than ten years. She has had

her share of trials and suff-
ering, living alone under such
hard circumstances in Jaffna
It is at such times that our

M MILpLD ...

Qe Ty &SR Paun i 467 .
QawisBarr® wpsTGs @ PP
FRUB, YH& Beauawgufiae
T m p-wadfl gy - S@LITE HET .
28 spaEpy oo PG
Soamu BgHurs Fuiusme
@mn‘&a‘: Y gnbﬂ‘ms’ Grrupd
urent QWSS WY wT 5 T Yiib
Syl B amsurangy Q&g
Qg O

ULl 6w &avenr wewrk g O w7 eurL

Q&TaTLy. L IuTE S

Quesw »er A5 ALl a5 @@51,

CuewBu. Gur@awuGur® o4
s ig Ay QFayss Gouenw
®b. wsele QuTmiiug Qs
AGbsTYD pTETHL
CQuTm S ST

GG T ch
alev ww 5 (LD,
W8 oaund’’ eTirm S 9s5F19
wp @ wm Lf)
B -mer Ams Gb. SBSLI LPD 07 LA

Ol mFuus QFme QuTns

Q&FTa g b 2 W &G

&b’ " TS B M6 BT LI
unPduig. Ff 0% soeafwhao
Qumrmp g seur afR Syereui eTew
LI

o_srar §65)§

2 _GOOT LD - & GBUT 6V 5B)] 3B L W)
6

YTy Sauips oL Quew

BTan »_ e

S ofLiger HNTH.

the opportunity to spzak to

us softly to review our spirits.

Jeeva submitted her life
to her Lord and Master to
be the landscape on which
He could print her quiet picture.

Let us thank God for herl
life of Christian witness and
quiet endurance.

Lor‘d and Master leads ug May God grant her eternal

beside quiet waters to restore ‘

our souls. We need these mo- ¢St

ments of quietness so that our By

Heavenly Father can be given Padma Anandaraja,n
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Sathiyapuram
Mr.’S. gtephen ‘Raj a minis
terial candidate of the Diocese

will take charge ‘of Sathiapuram

Church, He will be completing

his special Arts Degree Course -
at the' University of Jaffna in

1998.

PRIZE....

a high order... to be

called

Jaffna  College’’; on. July 3,
1872, the college opened for-
mally; the second beginning

was linked to the first as the
last Principal of the Seminary
(the Rev. Hastings) was inst-
alled as Principal of the Coll-
ege. Again, in 1974, an attempt
was made to extinguish th:
college; the library was taken
away; arm=d guards stood at
the gates; the BA  division
was swept into the Uaiversity.

But Jaffna College survived,
prize givings were still held;
distinguished guests came a»

before. Again, courag:ous men
and women resisted the take

over as best they could, and
finally, in July 1977, when
2 new govirnm:nt came (o
power, the prim: Minister

returned to the
had been
this
that Jaffna College, unsuppres -
sed, but functioning und:r dii-

College what
taken Fron

history we

away.

draw  hop:

ficulties will be, in tims, as
betore restored to full health
and strength. Some: of you

may remember the words from
Job quoted in this place at
the Prize Giving of 1975 by
ay Justice. Pathirana ' of the
Supreme Ccurt of Sri Lainka:
‘‘For there is
tree that cut down,
it will sprout again, and that
its shoots will not c=ase .. at
the scent of water, it will
put  forth branchss again like
a young plant.’”’

hope for - a
M it dis

"Ny, - Thire

- is ‘hope because peopls Hhere,

like their forefathers and fore-
mothers will not let the tree
be cut down; like the maho-
gany trees planted here in 1872

when the Rev. Hastings was
inaugurated, the College doss
endure.

(To be Cntinued)

Bicknell School.....

the impress he left on it is
still the deepest factor inits life
Therefore, though it is many
years since he died it may
be said the Bicknell era has
not passed away. The spell
he had cast on the College
still lingers.

Thevakiramam

Rev. T. Thevanesan, Lect-
urer, Christian Theological

Seminary will serve as worker

in charge
addition
gnments.
Mr. P. Thevarajah, worker
in charge Thevakiraman has
been given one year study leave
to continue and complete his

Thevakiramam in
to his teaching assi-

Dipoma in Theology course
at the Christian Theological
Seminary.

i g8 i 8
Educational

Exhibition
An Educational exhibition
was held from 22ud June to

24th June 1998 from 9.00 A M
to 2.30 P M in keeping with

the 175th Anniversary of Jaffna
College. The exhibition was de-

cleared opened by Mr. A. Gan-
esalingam, Deputy Director of
Education, Chankanai Division.

Selvarat
nam’s. 50 years Collections were
exhibited at this exhibition. In
addition, Stalls were maintain
ed by Jaffna College Technical
Institute, Jaffaa Coliege Agrica
tural Institute, Promoters Engi
neering Ltd. Palmyrah Develop
ment Boad and VT C’s run by
the J D. C, § I. Vaddukoddai.
Manipay Inuvil
People’s Bank opened a window
for the benefit of Children and

‘Kalaignani’ A.

and

Chankanai M. P. C.S. a fair
price shop
At this exhibition all the

teachers and students of Jaffna
College particpated with enthu
sium. The exbits kept at diffe
rent stalls of the Dzpartmens
of the Colleg: were of very high
standuardand ths domonstr
ation skills of the students were
excellent. The exhibition was
patroniz:d by many schools
from Jafina District and receivd
wide acclamation.

and

Kalaivila of Jaffna

College

Kalaivila was held by Jaff
na College from 22nd June to
24th- June 1998. On 22nd June
‘Mayanakandam’ a scene’ from
the Epic (Arichanden - Santhira
mathy) was staged by Thairiya
naathan Selvaratnam  Drama
Group. On 23rd June ‘Kathava
rayan’ Koothu  (Street Dyance)
was staged by Jaffna Folklore
Society. ‘On 24th Musical Show
‘Pop Song’ was sung by Aruna
Mucical Group.

The Kalaivilla was well
attended on all the three days.

Registered as a News Paper at the G P. O. Sri Lan

South India at the American
published by A A Paul

Diocesan office,

Ceylon Mission  Press,

Vaddukoddai.

ka. News Paper Printed for the Jaffna
Dlocesan

Complex 'Vaddukoddai on

Friday the

Diocese of the Church of
17th of - July 1998
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