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at Uduvil Girls’
Individu.l Singing Contest,

circuit  level Children’s Rally was  held
- College on the 4th of July 1998.
Bible Quiz., Scripture

passages  Memory Art and Drama competitions
were held on that day.

The Annual Children’s Rally took place on 9th
July 1998 at inuvil. The - worship service was held
at Mcleod Hospital premises. Mr K. Sinnathamby,

Jafina Cellege preached the sermon on the
to God'* which is this year’s theme for
of - different
Central College

Teacher,
““Turn

churches then proceceded to  Inuvil

in a procession.

which were divided into A, B,
and C groups took part in English and Tamil group
competitions In addition the finals of the Bible
Quiz compctition and invidual Tamil Singing compe-
tition were held

The churches

Mr. G. Rajanavagam, Director, Religious Edu-
cation Board distributed the prizes and the certificates.

137 Children from Churches won the prizes for
memorising bible passages the English and Tamil.
They were presented with Tamil Hymn Borks. .

-

U. N. should bring
about Peace in Sri Lanka

Examination Sucoess

Dr (Miss) Shanthini Nava-
ratnam has successfuly compl-

A Vamni Tamil M. P wko eted her M. R. C. P. (London)

.y Mr, Olara Ottunu, Special recently: Her convocation C:re-
Eavoy of the U. N. Secretary mony took place at the Roval
Genaral told him that no3 College of Physicians London
only Children, but also many oo the 26th March  of thig

adults are affected by the on
going war. Therefore U. N.

S$hould take steps to ead this
war and mediate te bring

about lasting - peace  ‘in  Sr;
Lanka.

year. Dr. (Miss) Shanthini
Navaratnam comApleted her M.
B. B. S. at the Christian Medi-
cal College Vellore. She is an
old girl of Uduvil Girls® College
and is the only dauther of
"Mrs. Leela Navaratnam and

ken to
e the Late Dr. Joseph Navarat-

situation ¢ondusive %
nam of Manipay., We

Steps should be

make the

. : wish
for zll displaced to return 1o

here all success as she further

their own homes and live

peacefully there. pursues her carrier.
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JJFFM CH’MMV UNON
FELIGITATES SAM ANNAY

Jaffna Christian
conducts a joint Service
3rd Sunday at
rotation at

Union
every
eventide on
Churches of the
three denominations in Jafina,
viz: Jaffna Diocese of the
Church of South India, Ang-
lican Church and the Mz:tho-
dist Church North Sri Lanka

The Rev. Servak Sam Alf-
red was felicitated at such a
Service at City Mission, Jaiina
on July 19th 1998 at 3. 30P. M

The Service was conducted
by the Rev. P. J. Suriakumar,
Pastor of City Mission The
Sermon was preached by the
Rev. S. Jebamohan of 7St
James Church, I‘}al]ur The Eun-
charist was co?-celebratcd by
The Revds. sl'\ P. N:sakumar

A Service of Murriage Bless-
ing of§ Mr. Sinnavan Stephens
an almnus of Jaffna College and
Student of University of Jaffna,
and Miss  Vathana,
of Mr & Mrs
Navaly South, took place on
the 04 - 07 - 1998 at the J. D.
C. S. I. Church Uduavil, at
10.30 A. M.

daughter
Arulrajah of

Service was condacted by

the Rev. D. R. Ambalav.nar,

Assisted by Rev. Solomon
Milten. Homily was preached
by the Rev. V. Rajkumar

A fellowship Lunch took place

at the Uduvil Girl’s College

Hall after the Service.

(St. John’s Church), B. J.
Mather (Kattaiveli, Methodis;
Church) and Rev.P J. Suria-
kumar. The Benediction  was
pronnounced by Sam Annan.

Special songs were sung by
the Choirs of Salvation Army,
Arulag,am Girls’s Home (Udu-
vil) St. John’s, Chundikuli and
St Peter's Church.

At a function
the service,’

held after
tza was served
to all those attended the ser-
vice. Then

virious

representatives of
organisations
garlanded Sam

and fri.
ends Annan.

Mr. S .Thanapal who pre-
sided the Meetine stated that
today Sam Annan celebrates
both Silver and Golden Jubilee
for, he joined the Ashram on
22nd July fifty years ago and
took charge of the
25 years ago.

Ashram

The Rev.
then about the
Ashram movement and extolled
the services of

Father

spoke

R. Jeya-
seelan

Samn  Annan
for the past fifty vears thro-
ugh the Ashram. He said it
was really the Holy Spirit
which acted through Sam Ap--
ndn.

Sam Annnn in  his reply
recollected some of his experien-
ces is his Ashram life and gave
thanks to God Aimighty for
God’s Guidence and protection.
A small gift was givea by Mr.
behalf of

the Jaffna Christian Union and

Ben Gunaratnam on

finally Rev. Gnana Poaraj than-
ked all those attended the fun

ction.
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PRIZE GIVING ina coilece

It is customary oen such
occasions to dwell on the
glories of the past, but there

is a danger that in doing so
we shalt weep over lost glories
and feel sorry for ourselves
in our time of troubles. Rat-
her should celebrate what
has well in the

past to remind us who we

we
been done
are

the

and what is special about
College which must be
preserved and nourished.

As I
histories

lock through the
of the College
certain ideas and themes return

First that the college

two

again.

was to teach languages, litera- '

ture, history, philosophy and
that to he a

liberal arts schooi: second that

science, it was

students were to be grounded
in Tamil language and culture;
and, third that students
with the
the world
in the
the origiral
‘“these lads
farnished in

were
to emerge ideal of
improving around

thcm,_ or, language of
that

youth ‘be

document,
and '
the bost manner
to do good to
countrymen.®’

their unhappy

Let us look, first at what
the founders said. Remember,
these were American Missiona-s
ries. They saw then, as
now, the
a command of
language, but, they went on,
‘‘Another object will be the
cultivation of Tamul = literat_
ure...’’; they praise the lan-
guage and urge especially that
there be systematic instruction
in the writing o7 clear and
correct Tamil prose. They felt
that such a program would
help in “‘the 'forming of a
reading  population’’  which
would foster writers ‘‘in their
own lang‘uag“e‘.” Why? Bécause,
they . said, ' “*Original  native
composition on account of the
superior felicity ' of its style
and idiom, will'be read when
the production of a foreigner,
or a translation,zwill' be thr-

we
see importance of

the English

own aside... To raise . up,
therefore, a class of native
authors’’ is essential ‘“te the

interests of learning and Chri-
stianity *’

After brief
Sanskrit and Hebrew as useful
to a select group of students,

the prospectus concludes  its

-As

mention of .

27 june 1998

science, trq( be taught via
English and Tamil. That con-

“elusion ends with an  eloquent

statement of the objectives
of the teaching of science:
<& Fhat-val ‘thé studeats
be abl: to make great advan-
ces in most “of ‘the different
branches, s :

will

not supposed,
but that many will thereby
obtain an expansion of mind,
and  power and
originating thought, which will
not only free them from the
shackles of superstition but
enable them to guide others ’’

we

of receiving

can see the program
was based on the assumption

that education would lead to

 the transformation of socicty .

**Agriculture  and mechanic
arts will be improved; learning
will rise in estimation, and

gradually obtain a dominion
over wealth and the
native character will be raised
and the native freed
from the shackles of custom,
will imbibe’” the ‘‘spirit of
improvement.’’ Such a College
‘rgive

caste;

mind,

would a new tome to
the whole system of education
in' this District, exert
an influence which would be

felt in every school and village.’’

and

The phrases such as *‘exp-
ansion of mind’’ « and “‘of
receiving and originating Tho-:
ught”’ -the underlying
assumption that educationlf was

reveal

and enable men
and women to think. There
was no talk of information
for information’s;sake; nothing
could have been further from
this “coneeption than the sch-
passing
of examinations popular fifteen
years ‘ago, fwhat I then called
the boutique system of teach-
ing, or the art of stuffing
(My chemistry used
to say, “'Don’t try to reme-
mber, John, THINK!; and
as Thomas Huxley used to
say, ‘‘They do pass and they
don’t learn’’!) Those who do
not learn to think are reduced
to the plight of those who
gave the wrong answer to Abra-
ham Lincoln’s famous riddle,
“+If there are . three pigcohs
(moondoo pura) on a branch
and you  ‘shoot one (ondu

to liberate

emes of tuition for the

teacher

shututhoo), how many . are left?”

- what

.they had confidence

(Continued from Last Issue) -

(randor ) would be wrong, for

told. them, - ‘ther:
left because

as {Lincoln
would be none
at the
would have

flown away.

The fact is that Jaffna
College has a‘\ways‘ had the
reputation of ENABLING, as
my father discovered when he
came here in 1902, and ° was
surprised to {ind how welk the
College is kmown. It has been
a great influence.’’ he wrote,
want to make it
more.”” In this respect the
College has lived wup to the

<sand  we

vision of the founders and
peeds to do es, now as much
as ever, at this moment, when
computers are all the rage,
when the internet makes the
gathering of = information so
easy. But these machines do

not do your Jthinking for you.
My former son-in-law, a com-
puter specialist, told me when
I got
sOr .

ters

my first word
**Remember, Da,
are stupid; they only do
you tell them to do."’
We need to know the language,
this was created by
and womenfj

proces-
compu-

one men

the
trai-

I ncted above that
Feunders emphasized the

ning of young menfto go out

into the community to spread
enlightenment and  Gospzl.
What does this tell us about

the founders
Tamil people?

opinion  of the
us that.
in their

It tells

ability to do things for them
selves. Again and again they
express this confid:nce. The

documents also show that~the

end in view was the turning
over of the work to Tamils.
No sooner had my  father
arrived in( Jatfna in Septem
ber of 1902 than he was

telling his mother that ““the
time will the
future when the churches can

come .in near
do without  the missionaries’’

and fthe next year he wrote,

‘*Tamils are called the Scots
of the East because they
work and save... It is folly

to talk of the peopie in the'
tropics living from what they

find ‘growing witheut any cul-
tivation. Even the coconut
trees have: (o be cared for.
I am, more of an anti-imperi-

CUTT ol proposals with a Those who answered, ‘‘two’’ alist than ever. I don’t belieye’
R

0 e o

sound of the gun, all ‘
* nment though there are capable

‘the English rule is devei’oping
these people as they would
tbemsglves. They are |given
scarcely any part in the gover-

‘“And  he
that in'the Improvement Seci-
ety, théy~ debatsd the issue

men here, records

of electing representatives to
the legislature rather than ha-
ving them  appointed by " the

government. -
My father .also reports
that vstadents made  Sunday

journeys to Eliavaitivu to teach
and help the poor islanders;
he reports the work of the
YMCA; the temperance meeting

at which a student told his

father (a toddy seller) that
he would not eat until his
father stopped  selling the
stuff; ~of the independent stu-
" dent organizations  like the
Brotherhood, the Academy,
etai. where = the issues  of
the day were  discussed Not
many of you know that om

July 4, 1903 at a meeting
of the Improvement Socie;y,,
a student read aloud the Ame-
rican Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Perhaps something began
there that continued to hap-
pen during the first fifty years
of this century: namely, that
faculty alumni of Jaffna
College played a largé role
in the movement for indepen-

and

deace: it was Handy Perinba
yagams Wwho with other college
people bro{jght Mahatma
Gandhi to this province and
to this campus, where I (at

14) sat on the ground among
the students to hear him speak
(amplified by a human voice).

It is clear, too, that when .

the Founders spoke of libera-

tion ‘“‘from the  shackles of
custom,”” they had in mind
the bonds of caste. By 1902,

no real steps had beea taken
to break those shackles. To
his mother, my father wrote

(8 October 1902), “‘The grea-

' question here at present isht _

question of caste. The Christi
ans aren't willing to disregard
it entirely but now it is being
brought to a crisis. Tt ought
to be settled. The higher caste
people won’t sit with or eat
with a low caste man *° His
point.., v‘vas‘;. illustrated in May

(Contd to Page 4)
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THE BIBLE A
UKURAL

THI

By N. Sathiamoorthy

The author of the Bible is
.God Almighty the creator of
Heaven and earth and the Sus
God used all
types of Godly ‘men some were
very infelligent some intelligent
and some not so -intelligent to
reveal \his will, his heart and
his mind to man. Some of the
men who wrote the Bible did
not understand .what they were

tainer of thein

writing. 17 ] -

The author of. Thirukural
was Th;irtxi/zr‘\llhv"er__ 1 ;very intel
ligent man and genius. Sincejman
was created in the image of
God inteiligent men are able to
extract certa_in_ amount of truth
contaminated with false from
their soul, even though the soul
is sinful because of ghé fall of
our first parents Adam and Even

The Bible contains the rac—
erd of Creation a frame work
for goed and useful Science.
The Bible contains, covenant of
God with man. It contains
prophesies of God, the warni

ngs and promises of God. It

contains the history of ‘the pro

phesies fulfilled. It contains
the Law of God. It shows cle
arly (although the Law is Holy
and it gives what God requires
of :man) that the Law cannot

Save man- and it only shows to

man ‘how Sinfal he is and it
leads to  Jesus Christ the Savio
ur .of man-kind. The Bible sho
ws .the difference between the
flesh and the spirit in man and
promises by faith in Christ the
flesh is killed daily and the

spirit grows to be like‘Chrisl.;

It shows how Christians should
live with the promise that the
Holy Spirit who dwells in them

because. they ' believe in Christ
will enable -them to live the

Godly life.

Thirukural shows a good

way of living but it has no

power to make Thiruvalluvar or
any one who reads Thirukural

to lecad a good life Because

man’s soul is sinful.

Many people wheth-r _intel
read the
convicted of ther

Jectuals or not who
Bib'e were

‘Christ

sins by the Holy Spirit, the
author of the Bible, led to re

faith in
because

pentance Jesus
their  sins
were imputed to Jesus and the
righteousness' of Jesus was imp
uted to them, turned from their
former way of sinful living in

to a way of righteouseness. The

Holy Spirit influences the re.d

er in the mind, heart and will
and millions of people had testi
fied to this down the centurics

The intellectuals who read
Thirukural are full of apprecia
tions to the wisdom of it. But
Thiruvalluvar author has not
got any power to save himself
or others who read Thirukural
from their sins and from ‘the

coming Judgement of Good.

Therefore it is wise to keep

in mind that principles (whether
Christan or the ones in Thiru
kural the principles of Budh
ism or Hinduisam or Islamism)
cannot save a man from sin
Application of principles can’t
bring us into a relationship
with God, because the deprived
man cannot truly and sinc
erely apply the principles and he
will manipulate : and twist the
principles to satisfy his lust
like the pharisees ofjold and
become hypocrites. In other
words education cannot save a
man. Jn the begining of ¢the
20th Century man} had 'high
hopes about education and by
the end of this, Century we know
that ‘men have" become more sa-
vage, adulterous and curel than
ever before and each one is
able to justify his curelty and
sin with his education.

Oaly a fe’lationship with

God can make man righteous

" and’ this relatioship cannot be

without the death of
Christ in the: Cross as it was
said ‘‘B:zhold the Lamb which
carrieth away the sins of the
World>’. We go to the Father

made

- by the Spirit through the Lord
_and Saviour of the.

World
fellowship
we learn princi-
which are not

Jesus Christ. 1In
with Christ
ples: doctrines

counterfeit but true. The .edu-
cation becomes learning the
mind of “Ged in natuure in
History, in Society, in reaso-
ning, etc.

The early American Missoi-

naries came to Ceylon ' with
full of love forth: Lord and
to give,  to introduce
the person  of Jesus Christ,

to Ceylonese and not with a

charitable .motive which = is
lesser love of giving education.
Jesus
Christ the best offer amd recei-
ved a much much lower offer
the education. T ‘think the
Anderson Commission who came
to Jaffna to ciose the Batti-
cota Seminary recogonised this
fact.

But we Tamils rejected,

What
education? We have learnt much.

have we gained by
We have learnt how to learn.
But we do not have the power
to apply our knowledge for
righteous living: We have made
a world full of murders by
unidentified .murders ( 267 b
QsNw & @irrma‘ussi.‘)
know how to manipulate kno-
wledge and

the American

convert some of
Missionaries by
our beautiful garlands of praises
to our way of thinking to
and gét

and financial aids from

idolatory education

them

and make them forset the
Lord Jesus ‘Christ. Therefore
it is time for us to realize

that Jesus Christ is the Light-
of Life ‘and mnot Christian
principies.. If Christian
ples without

princi
Christ .can help
us then. Thirukkural=also  can
help us but Christizn prinéi-
ples or Thirukkural = or _any
other .principles cannot
us as far as love -and righteo-
sness is concerned. Of course
they ¢an produce a counterfeit
love an1 morality which will
not stand ‘time, trial or testing.
Mahathma Gandhi and Raja-

gopalachariyar weré considered”

very righteous “‘péople. Time
favoured Gandhi that he died
earlier but it did not favour
Rajaji who lived longer to show

i

his -real scif.

The Saviour of mankind
is not principles not

the prin¢iples of thz Sermon

But - we-

help

€ven
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Prize Giving...

1903, when, - after Uduvil Girls

School had taken in a low

_caste girl, windows were sma-
shed and  other damage done

to; frighten the school officials.

‘. To Tamil society
has been what is race is to
‘American society.: It was so

caste

in' 1915 when I -arrived. Even
in the Church, low caste peo-

ple sat on the floor; then
raised  to backless  benches,
then 'fisll beniches, but still
isolated.  In! "éar]y' December

of 1917, came the great crisis

you all know about once the -

taken, the
supported my father’s
stand, and it was not long
the students themselves,

major step  was
Faculty

before
the athletes, were leading the
way. Progress has been made
since, but how much you are
than I.
however
that after all the suffering yowm
through, Tamils,

those who have

better able to say
It does seem to me,
have been
espacially
here, : will ' find it
hard to maintain the  barrier®
Of caste. It is a pity that
it took lessons

remained

such wviolent

to teach us humility and love;

we are .all victims now and

hemce' we are all Samaritans.
“(fo be Catinued)
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ﬂ)n the Mount. If the Sermon .
~on the Mount is truly applied.
it will drive men to its prea-

cher: with a cry save me Lord

a sinner a Jesus Christ the -

Messiah, the Lamb that carried
away the sins of the world,
the only begotten Son of _ths
Father is the only one who

can Save - us.
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