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Delay in SLAS appointments

By a Staff Correspondent

The appointment of Sri Lanka
£+ <ministrative Service (SLAS)
i Officers for posting in the north-
<ast has been delayed due to a
stay order issued by courts after
legal action was initiated by an
earlier batch of SLAS officers
whose appointments in turn are
yet to come through because the
finance ministry is reviewing re-
cruitment to the public service,
sources told the Northeastern
Herald

Sources said there are two re-
cently recruited batches involved
in the problem of delayed appoint-
ments. The first batch comprising
approximately 170 persons was in-
terviewed in May 2002 to be
posted soon after. However, due
to the.circular issued by the min-

istry of finance in 2002 freezing re-
cruitment, they are yet to posted
though all other formalities have
been completed.

Meanwhile, the government set
about recruiting another batch of
115 officers to the SLAS early this
year who were to be exclusively
deployed in the northeast. The ap-
pointments were expedited due to
the alarming dearth of qualified ad-
ministrative officers in most areas
in the northeast. '

However, fearing the second
batch of officers might be ap-
pointed over them, ;l_}b‘earlier group
petitioned court to issue a stay or-
der on the appointmentsvtill the
matter is settled, sources said.

Speaking on theycondition of
anonymity an officer of the minis-
try of public adfministration told the
newspaper that the freezing of ap-

pointments had affected the north-
east adversely due to the limited
number of qualified SLAS officers
who had to face a sudden burgeon-
ing of development and other work
they were unfamiliar with due to the
peace process.

“It looks a ridiculous. In certain
parts of the northeast, promoted
clerks supervise qualified cadres
such as accounting officers, junior
administrative staff and even assis-
tant directors. This is a recipe for a
lot of friction,” he said.

The main reason for the freezing
recruitment was a circular issued by
the management services division
of the ministry of finance, which
had had the concurrence of cabi-
net to suspend the recruitment of
new cadre into the public service
so as to assess the volume and
deployment of cadre.

Other sources pointed out that
this was a move to review whether
the public service needed to
downsize cadre due to the numbers
being inflated because of political
and other pressures. However, the
urgent need for new administrative
officers in the northeast had led to
a special batch to be recruited for
exclusive deployment in those ar-
eas, but was now facing difficul-
ties due to the earlier batch getting
unfairly victimised.

Meanwhile, unconfirmed reports
said the actual reason fox appoint-
ments not being made was due to
the allocation of cadre for the north-

east also being filled by officers
recruited from the south, leaving
no room for the absorption of the
new recruits taken in for the
northeast.

There are two types of exami-
nations for the recruitment of of-
ficers to the SLAS. One is the
open competitive exam that is for
graduates below the age of 30,
and the limited competitive exam
that is for those officers already
in the public service with the ap-
propriate number of years of ex-
perience and seniority in their re-
spective services, interested in
joining the SLAS.

The Northeastern Herald will not be published on
Friday 18 April in view of the New Year and Easter
holidays. Next issue will be on Friday 25 April
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SLN mines infest
Talaimannar
Mosque

More than 300 hundred Mus-
lim families are unable to re-
settle in Talaimannar because
their homes are in minefields laid
by the Sri Lanka Navy which are
yet to be cleared despite 13

turning clandestinely from their
camps in India. Most returnees
from India are people who fled the
fighting in Jaffna 13 years ago.
Talaimannar is a regular destina-
tion because it is _closest to the
southern tip of Tamil Nadu.

Many Muslim and Tamil families
in Talaimannar Pier have kith and
kin in villages on the south Indian
coast. In 1990 several of them went
by boat to seek refuge in Tamil
Nadu.

The Navy occupies 100 houses
in Talaimannar Pier East and 15
shops and 50 houses in
Talaimannar Pier North. The
Talaimannar village itself lies about
two kilometres south of the Pier.

Before the war started trains
went over the long pier right up to
the jetty where the ferry to India
berthed. Hundreds of travellers
thronged the busy Bazaar by the
wharf as long as the ferry plied be-
tween the coasts of south India
and Mannar.

Today the once active railway
station is in ruins, overtaken by
the ubiquitous Palmyra groves
and thorn bushes. A few carriages
side with yellow tape and signs lie abandoned by the dilapidated
in red warning one of danger- platform.
ous mines. For more than a decade,

Only the entrance to the Talaimannar was virtually cut off
Talaimannar Pier’s Mohideen from the outside world and was
Jummah Masjeed Mosque is free firmly in the draconian grip of the
of mines. A Swiss organisation Sri Lanka Navy.
called FSD is making an effort = But communication with the
to de-mine the area, residents outside world is resuming gradu-
said. But progress is very slow, ally. A bus service from
according to them. Talaimannar to Colombo was be-

Fishing has resumed. The area gun recently. But bitter memories
leading up to and surrounding of a time 'when fear ruled the-rer
the light house and pier is still gion are a still a heavy burden on
out of bounds for the public. the psyche of most residents. That
One has to take a detour from the navy is continues to keep their
the main road to the Talaimannar homes has done little to ease that
Pier bazaar and village. burden. = Sojsthe’ xpeople i of

The coast now receives a Talaimannar are keeping their fin-
regular flow of Tamil refugees re- gers crossed for now.

tion officials in Mannar said.
Many Muslim and Tamil homes
in the once bustling bazaar of
Talaimannar Pier are still occu-
pied by the Navy or lie within
its security boundary. The area
surrounding the local Mosque
is infested with land mines and
booby traps.

About 50 Muslim and 200
Tamil families have resettled in
a section of Talaimannar Pier va-
cated by the Navy following the
ceasefire. More than 300 Mus-
lim families who are living as
refugees in Kalpitty, on the
island’s northwest coast, are
quite keen to return to their
homes and lands here, their
friends and relatives say.

Only the narrow bazaar lead-
ing up to the beach by the Pier
is now safe from land mines.
Areas are marked off on either

SL A refuses to move
from civilian areas

The Sri Lanka army (SLA) has
refused to relocate its Jaffna bri-
gade headquarters at Kalundai veli
and Kaakaitheevu in outskirts of
Jaffna town as suggested by the
Tamil National Alliance (TNA)
members of parliament because
senior army officers said it was
imperative for the SLA to remain
in civilian areas, TNA sources told
the Northeastern Herald.

Military officers, including chief
of staff Major General Lohan
Gunawardene and Jaffna security
forces commander Major General
Sarath Fonseka, who visited Jaffna
on Wednesday told the TNA that
it was important for them to be re-
located at a point where they had
strategic advantage over the LTTE
and occupying areas in Kalundai
veli or Kakkaitheevu would not
permit this, adding that if war broke
out they would have to fight their
way into population centres,
which would cause greater loss of
civilian life than if they remained
within Jaffna town.

The controversy arose when the
army proposed to relocate from the
Subash and Gnanam hotels and
private buildings where it is now
encamped, to densely populated
areas near the fort, the Jaffna mu-

nicipal council, rest house and the
town hall.

Sources pointed out the contra-
diction between the position of the
army and that of the Ceasefire
Agreement, which states, “The Par-
ties shall review the security mea-
sures and the set-up of check-
points, particularly in densely
populated cities and towns, in or-
der to introduce systems that will
prevent harassment of the civilian
population. Such systems shall be
in place from D-day + 60.”

The meeting, which took place in
Jaffna, however, did not fulfil the
most important reason for being
summoned in that town. The rea-
son for the Tamil MPs to suggest
Jaffna was because military officials
could meet a cross-section of the
members of Jaffna’s civil society to
ascertain their views on the matter.
However, no such meeting was
possible because the military that
was to co-ordinate with the gov-
ernment agent about its visit failed
to do so till the last moment.

Meanwhile, the TNA, which was
earlier instrumental in suggesting
Kalundai veli and Kaakai theevu
has decided that they will not sug-
gest any other places for the relo-
cation of the camp because this

would look inappropriate when
the Tamils wanted the army out
of Jaffna as quickly and with as
little trouble as possible, said
sources.

Further, the TNA also fears that
army could relocate to a new area
and begin to strengthen itself the
way it did the Jaffna fort, whereas
ideally it should phase out into a
bigger camp like Palaly.

Meanwhile, sources said Aus-

tin Fernando, secretary, ministry |
of defence has told the TNA MPs

that the LTTE had agreed to relo-
cate the camp in the environs of
the Jaffna Fort but was objecting
now. The MPs however ques-
tioned the veracity of the state-
ment saying if this was true it
would undermine the LTTE’s
stance right along that the army
should withdraw from the north-
east entirely. !

TNA MPs are expected to sug-
gest to Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe when they meet
him on Thursday that since the
problem had become intractable
to be resolved through negotia-
tions between the army and the
TNA, the matter be taken up at
the next round of talks between
the government and LTTE.

Fasting SLA soldiers demand fair treatment

Sri Lankan armed force soldiers
who are on a hunger strike in front of
the Fort Railway Station in down-
town Colombo in protest against their
dismissal from service said Wednes-
day they would fast unto death in
batches of four until their grievance
is addressed by the Ministry of De-
fence. This is the first time that sol-
diers of the Sri Lankan armed forces
have aired grievance in a public pro-
test. 4

Sixty nine soldiers, dismissed in
2001 from the National Armed Re-
serve of the Sri Lankan armed forces
say the MoD under President
Kumaratunga’s People’s Alliance re-
gime had treated them unfairly. The
group began their protest on Mon-
day.

Strapped for cash, Colombo is un-
der pressure from many donor coun-
tries to downsize the island’s armed
forces in tune with the fiscal disci-
pline recommended by the World
Bank and the International Monetary
Fund.

The fasting soldiers belong to the
National Armed Reserve (NAR), a
semi —territorial unit raised by the Sri
Lanka army in 1986-1989 to supple-
ment the dwindling number of regu-

lar forces outside the northeast. The

Sri Lanka army raised several units like *

this to meet its growing manpower
needs between 90 and 96.

The NAR was raised by an act of
parliament in 1985 called the National
Armed Manpower Unit Act (no.40)

Recruits of the NAR ‘were trained
by the Pakistan army.

The protesting soldiers- all Singha-
lese- say that their dismissal was un-
fair and that the compensation given
them by the Ministry of Defence is no
commensurate with their service and
experience. They say the MoD gave
them a few hours notice before their
dismissal on 28 February 2002 and that
later, each was granted a compensa-
tion of 125,000 rupees (approx:1304
USD). “All of us have 13-16 years of
experience as soldiers. We have
worked in all parts of the country, in-
cluding the northeast. We received
military training here and abroad. Since
our dismissal we have been going
from pillar to post in search of justice.
We wrote to the President, Prime Min-
ister, Minister of Defence, opposition
leader and party leaders. But nobody
took note of our plight”, said leader of
the protesting soldiers, Mr. 1.A.J
Pushpakumara.

‘The Sri Lanka National Guard
(SLNG) was the only territorial unit
that was integrated into the regular
forces in the northeast. (The SLNG
comprises ex-home guards and de-
linquents and drop outs from other
regular formation of the Sri Lanka
army)

As part of its drive to bolster the
army’s manpower with non-regular
units, the Sri Lankan government
started the National Manpower Unit
(SLMU) aimed at recruiting unem-

ployed Tamil youth mainly in the )

Batticaloa district.

The Sri Lanka army believed that
the LTTE was able to sustain its
troop levels in the Vanni despite
heavy losses during the massive
Jaya Sikurui Operation during 1997-
99 because of heavy recruitment in
this east coat district.

Hence SLMU was set up as a
means to draw away potential re-
cruits from the LTTE and to retain
them in units on monthly pay. How-
ever, the SLMU became defunct in
many places and in some was trans-
formed into a civil service
organisation after the Liberation Ti-
gers began political work in the SLA
held areas of the east.

JMPGA to meet justice minister

The Jaffna Missing Persons’
Guardian Association (JMPGA)
Sunday decided to meet Sri Lanka’s
Minister of Justice, Law Reform and
National Integration Mr.W.J.M.
Lokkubandara regarding several hun-
dreds disappeared Tamil youths af-
ter the arrest by the Sri Lanka Army
(SLA) following 1995 military opera-
tion, sources said.

A decision to this was taken at a
special meeting of the JMPGA held
Sunday at the Jaffna Vembadi High
School. The JMPGA further decided
to request the Justice Minister to given
an early appointment for a seven-mem-
ber delegation to meet and brief him
about its agitation for the last several
years to trace the disappeared Tamil
youths numbering more than six hun-

dred following Riviressa military op-
eration, sources said. Meanwhile

the Association of Relations of |

Missing Soldiers in Action
(ARMSA) in the south has come

forward to help the IMPGA to file |3

action against the authorities con-
cerned responsible for the alleged

disappearance of Tamil youths in § "

Jaffna, sources said..




& "'W*»? -

T

British handling of po and

escalation of communalism

By Bertram Bastiampillai

y 1796, Sri Lanka had lost
B her maritime region to the
British. By 1815, with the
aid of local traitorous chiefs, Brit-
ain subdued the central region of
the island and the chiefs too.
There was no independent Sin-
halese kingdom left in any part of
the country and by 1833 the Brit-
ish divided Sri Lanka into admin-
istrative provinces under govern-
ment agents and subdivisions or
districts under assistant govern-
ment agents. Most local chiefs
and sub-chiefs were pliant tools
of their British overlords, with
little concern for independence.
A single valiant attempt at rebel-
lion in 18171818 by a few chiefs
in Uva-Vellassa ended abortively.
Justice was administered
through a British system of le-
gal administration though ac-
count was taken of custom and
local laws to an extent. All be-
ings, be they Sinhalese (low
country or Kandyan) Tamils,
Muslims, Burghers and other
communities such as Indian
labourers who got to work in
the plantations, roads, railways
or the harbour, were treated as
equals. Recruitment to the ad-
ministrative and other public
services was on attainment and
merit, except of village head-
men, who were chosen owing
to their position and influence
in the community.

By 1833 the Legislative Coun-
cil was established with local
notables included as unofficial
members in it. The unofficial
representatives were nomi-
nated. The Chamber of Com-
merce and the Planters Asso-
ciation were consulted in the
appointment of unofficial rep-
resentatives. Sinhalese and
Tamil representatives were ap-
pointed from elite families. Two
additional representatives were
nominated from the Kandyans
and Muslims around 1889. By

The Sinhalese perceived that
majoritarianism, gained through their
presence in a large numbers in territorial

and population based constituencies,
bequeathed to them the legitimacy to rule
while the Tamils and other numerically
smaller groups had to live on Sinhalese
' sufferance and concession

1910-1911 a series of reforms of
slight importance was made in
the Legislative Council. Intro-
duction of the elective principle
in 1910 for the educated Sri
Lankan in the Legislative Coun-
cil was a limited concession
given for elected local represen-
tation. A little group — the edu-
cated elite — exercised the fran-
chise. There was no strong, na-
tionalist demand for constitu-
tional reform; hationalism was
one of prayer and petition in
strongly modest manner.

A remarkable event was the
Sinhala-Muslim riots in 1915 di-
rected at recent immigrants — the
Coast Moors. Trade rivalry in-
flamed jealousies leading to the
disturbances. The British over-
reacted to the riots misunder-
standing them to be an uprising
against colonial rule. The riots of
1915 proved a further restraint on
a nationalist activity or consti-
tutional progress. The Temper-
ance Movement between 1911
and 1914, which contained a po-
litical element also became help-
lessly lukewarm. The Buddhist
revivalism set in motion by
Anagarika Dharmapala and advo-
cacy of Sinhalese-Buddhist
domination of the island too was
eclipsed.

By the early 1920’s a degree of
constitutional advance in the
Legislative Council occurred.
But the same time there arose di-
visions between the Kandyan
and low country Sinhalese in
politics, and ethnicity assumed
a notable position in elite com-
petition. Rivalry and conflict
between Sinhalese and Tamils
cropped up. Clearly there was no
integration of communities in
society. Governor Manning was
inclined to extend the principle
of communal electorates in his
government and in Manning’s
later years the Tamils had begun
to think of themselves as a mi-
nority community. The number of
their representatives in the Coun-
‘cil too was disproportionate to
that of the Sinhalese. Coming
events had cast their shadows al-
ready.

The parting of the ways be-
tween the leaders of the Sinha-

" lese and Tamils and the minority
communities was signalled with
Jthe transfer of power from the
British in stages to the Sri Lankan
elite. The Sinhalese leadership
was splintered according to cast
hierarchies, while the Tamil elite
comprised the presumed supe-
rior class. Leadership in both
communities mostly tended to be

hereditary.

During the years 1927-1931,
the Donoughmore constitutional
reforms came to fruition. Univer-
sal adult franchise, transference
of power in certain subjects like
agriculture and lands, education,
local government, industry and
commerce were left in the State
Council, comprising a group of
seven committees, each with
seven elected members headed
by an elected minister/chairman
endowed with ministership by
the Governor. Ultimate power
however rested with the Gover-
nor and the British, who con-
trolled finance, justice, the pub-
lic service and external affairs.

However, the system of one
vote for one person ensured that
power was actually transferred to
the numerically larger Sinhalese
while the numerically smaller
Tamils, Muslims and Burghers
had to remain minorities.

The Sinhalese majority domi-
nated in number the seven
ministerships and the leadership
of the State Council and on one
occasion governed with a pan-
Sinhalese ministry or board of
ministers. The Tamils and other
minorities were excluded and re-
mained impotent in executive ac-
tions

In the nationalist agitation be-
fore the Donoughmore constitu-
tion was introduced, it was al-
ready commonly acknowledged
that Ponnambalam Arunachalam,
the Tamil leader of repute, learn-
ing and general acceptability,
had left the Ceylon National
Congress, the organisation of
elite Sri Lankans agitating for
constitutional and political re-
form, because he recognized that
Tamils and the minorities had no
place owing to the growth of ex-
treme Sinhalese-only national-
ism. :

With the Donoughmore re-
forms the Tamils and other mi-
norities came to be relegated to
a permanent state of inferiority
and the Sinhalese assumed a per-

manent superiority.

With the second rate politi-
cal placement of Tamils in Sri
Lanka, their reaction to the tan-
gible communal discrimination
that followed also grew wide-
spread and strident. The hopes
of the Donoughmore commis-
sioners that with a grant of
equality and democracy in vot-
ing communal thinking and
treatment would disappear
proved to be wrong. The Sin-
hglese - "perceived that
majoritarianism, gained
through their presence in a
large numbers in territorial and
population based constituen-
cies, bequeathed to them the le-
gitimacy to rule while the Tamils
and other numerically smaller
groups had to live on Sinhalese

sufferance and concession

Nevertheless, Sinhalese-Bud-
dhist ultra-nationalism did not
gather adequate force to be-
come a populist agitation. It
was advantageous during the
years of the Donoughmore con-
stitution for the Sinhalese to
turn away from the religion they
were brought up in and become
Buddhist. These new converts
were called ‘Donoughmore
Buddhists’ and they hoped to
reap dividends by their conver-
sion or re-conversion to Bud-
dhism.

Under Pax Brittanica, elitist
discussion and debate, which
reflected a claim to majoritarian
nationalism, remained manage-
able and controlled. The emer-
gence of the Sinhala Maha
Sabha and the All Ceylon Tamil
Congress however struck an
ominous warning note to the is-
landers of the dangers of com-
munalism becoming a dominant
factor in the public life of both
Sinhalese and Tamils. They
contained the seeds of dissen-
sion and division that were to
germinate and grow in the fu-
ture.

Sri Lanka ... your nightmare will

By Rebecca Jones

Nobel laureate Archbishop
Desmond Tutu preached a
message of peace and recon-
ciliation to a sold-out Moby
Arena Tuesday night, saying,
“If it could happen in South
Africa, it could happen
anywhere, and nowhere can
people say they have intrac-
table problems.”

Tutu, the retired archbishop
of the Anglican Church in
South Africa, spoke as part of
the Bridges to the Future
program, a series of classes
and lectures jointly sponsored

by Colorado State University
and the University of Denver.

“God, who has an incredible
sense of humor, wants to set up
South Africa as an example,”
said Tutu, who chaired that
country’s Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission, created to
document and heal the wounds
of apartheid. “Everyone '

"thought that a racial bloodbath

would drown us. It didn’t
happen.” i g
What happened, he said, was
that, even when locked in a
conflict that l(l)ﬂwd as if it
could not be resolved, South
Africans tried something new.

“They tried talking to each
other,” he said.

“Talking is better than
fighting,” he said. “And Middle
East, Sri Lanka, Burma, wher-
ever, your nightmare will end,
too. . . . It is possible to walk
the path of forgiveness and
reconciliation.”

Tutu urged governments to
stop spending so much on
military might and instead
invest in caring for human
needs.

“There is no security for all
until the conditions don’t exist
that make people desperate and
resentful,” he said. “It is not

merely being altruistic to spend
compassionately. . . . It is the
best form of self-interest.
Desperation, deprivation,
squalor, poverty produce
resentful persons who meta-
morphose into terrorists and
suicide bombers.”

“Each one of us is not just to
be respected, but to be re-
vered,” said Tutu, warming up
in fiery preacher style. “Not
because we are rich or success-
ful or beautiful or tall, but

‘ because each of us is created in

the image of God. Not because
they’re Christians. Not because
they’re white. Not because of

end too

any of these things we have
exalted. But because every
single person stands in for
God. To treat one such as less
than this is not just evil,
which it is, or painful, which it
is, it is blasphemous. It is like
spitting in the face of God!”

Tutu said that the chief
lesson of Sept. 11 is that all
are vulnerable. “Sometimes we
are given an illusion of
invincibility. But only God is
invincible,” he said.

“And it’s a precious thing to
know that I am fragile and exist
only because God gives me
breath.” (Rocky Mountain News)




Is there some element in the US military
that wants to take out journalists?

By Robert Fisk

irst the Americans killed the
Fcorrespondent of al-Jazeera

yesterday and wounded
his cameraman. Then, within four
hours, they attacked the Reuters
television bureau in Baghdad, kill-
ing one of its cameramen and a
cameraman for Spain’s Tele 5
channel and wounding four other
members of the Reuters staff.

Was it possible to believe this
was an accident? Or was it pos-
sible that the right word for
these killings — the first with a
jet aircraft, the second with an
MI1Al Abrams tank — was mur-
der? These were not, of course,
the first journalists to die in the
Anglo-American invasion of
Iraq. Terry Lloyd of ITV was shot
dead by American troops in
southern Iraq, who apparently
mistook his car for an Iraqi ve-
hicle. His crew are still missing.
Michael Kelly of The Washing-
ton Post tragically drowned in a
canal. Two journalists have died
in Kurdistan. Two journalists —
a German and a Spaniard — were
killed on Monday night at a US
base in Baghdad, with two
Americans, when an Iraqi mis-
sile exploded amid them.

And we should not forget the
Iraqi civilians who are being
killed and maimed by the hun-
dred and who — unlike their jour-
nalist guests — cannot leave the
war and fly home. So the facts
of yesterday should speak for
themselves. Unfortunately for
the Americans, they make it look
very like murder.

The US jet turned to rocket al-
Jazeera’s office on the banks of
the Tigris at 7.45am local time
yesterday. The television
station’s chief correspondent in
Baghdad, Tariq Ayoub, a Jorda-
nian-Palestinian, was on the roof
with his second eameraman, an
Iraqi called Zuheir, reporting a
pitched battle near the bureau
between American and Iraqi
troops. Ayoub’s colleague
Maher Abdullah recalled after-
wards that both men saw the
plane fire the rocket as it
swooped toward their building,
which is close to the Jumhuriya
Bridge upon which two Ameri-
can tanks had just appeared.

“On the screen, there was this
battle and we could see bullets
flying and then we heard the air-
craft,” Abdullah said.

“The plane was flying so low
that those of us downstairs
thought it would land on the roof
— that’s how close it was. We ac-
tually heard the rocket being
launched. It was a direct hit —
the missile actually exploded
against our electrical generator.
Tariq died almost at once. Zuheir
was injured.”

Now for America’s problems
in explaining this little saga.
Back in 2001, the United States
fired a cruise missile at al-
Jazeera’s office in Kabul — from

I was driving on a road between the tanks and
the hotel at the moment the shell was fired -
and heard no shooting. The French videotape
of the attack runs for more than four minutes
and records absolute silence before the tank’s
armament is fired. And there were no snipers
in the building. Indeed, the dozens of
journalists and crews living there — myself
included — have watched like hawks to make
sure that no armed men should ever use the
hotel as an assault point.

which tapes of Osama bin Laden
had been broadcast around the
world. No explanation was ever
given for this extraordinary attack
on the night before the city’s “lib-
eration’; the Kabul correspon-
dent, Taiseer Alouni, was unhurt.
By the strange coincidence of
journalism, Alouni was in the
Baghdad office yesterday to en-
dure the USAF’s second attack on
al-Jazeera.

Far more disturbing, however,
is the fact that the al-Jazeera net-
work — the freest Arab television
station, which has incurred the
fury of both the Americans and
the Iraqi authorities for its live
coverage of the war — gave the
Pentagon the co-ordinates of its
Baghdad office two months ago
and received assurances that the
bureau would not be attacked.

Then on Monday, the US State
Department’s spokesman in
Doha, an Arab-American called
Nabil Khouri, visited al-
Jazeera’s offices in the city and,
according to a source within the
Qatari satellite channel, repeated
the Pentagon’s assurances.
Within 24 hours, the Americans
had fired their missile into the
Baghdad office.

The next assault, on Reuters,
came just before midday when an
Abrams tank on the Jamhuriya
Bridge suddenly pointed its gun
barrel towards the Palestine Ho-
tel where more than 200 foreign
journalists are staying to cover
the war from the Iraqi side. Sky
Television’s David Chater no-
ticed the barrel moving. The
French television channel France
3 had a crew in a neighbouring
room and videptaped the tank on
the bridge. The tape shows a
bubble of fire emerging from the
barrel, the sound of a detonation
and then pieces of paintwork fall-
ing past the camera as it vibrates
with the impact. EnH

In the Reuters bureau on’ the

staff, Paul Pasquale from Britain,
and two other journalists, includ-
ing Reuters’ Lebanese-Palestin-
ian reporter Samia Nakhoul. On
the next floor, Tele 5’s cameraman
Jose Couso was badly hurt.
Protsyuk died shortly after-
wards. His camera and its tripod
were left in the office, which was
swamped with the crew’s blood.
Couso had a leg amputated but
he died half an hour after the op-
eration.

The Americans responded
with what all the evidence proves
to be a straightforward lie. Gen-
eral Buford Blount of the US 3rd
Infantry Division — whose tanks
were on the bridge — announced
that his vehicles had come un-
der rocket and rifle fire from snip-

And there were no snipers in the
building. Indeed, the dozens of
journalists and crews living there
— myself included — have watched
like hawks to make sure that no
armed men should ever use the
hotel as an assault point.

This is, one should add, the
same General Blount who
boasted just over a month ago
that his crews would be using
depleted uranium munitions —
the kind many believe to be re-
sponsible for an explosion of
cancers after the 1991 Gulf War -
in their tanks. For General Blount
to suggest, as he clearly does.
that the Reuters camera crew was
in some way involved in shoot-
ing at Americans merely turns a
meretricious statement into a li-
bellous one.

Again, we should remember
that three dead and five wounded
journalists do not constitute a
massacre — let alone the equiva-
lence of the hundreds of civilians
being maimed by the invasion
force. And it is a truth that needs
to be remembered that the Iraqi
regime has killed a few journal-
ists of its own over the years,
with tens of thousands of its own
people. But something very dan-
gerous appeared to be getting
loose yesterday. General
Blount’s explanation-was the kind
employed by the Israelis after
they have killed the innocent.

Is there therefore some mes-
sage that we reporters are sup-
posed to learn from all this? Is
there some element in the Ameri-
can military that has come to hate

“There were alot of French journalists
screaming, ‘Get a doctor, get adoctor’.
There was a great sense of panic because
these walls are very thin. “We saw the
tanks up on the bridge. They started
firing across the bank. The shells were
landing either side of us at what we
thought were military targets. Then we
were hit. We are in the middle of a tank
battle.

ers in the Palestine Hotel, that his
tank had fired a single round at
the hotel and that the gunfire had
then ceased. The general’s state-
ment, however, was untrue.

I was driving on a road be-
tween the tanks and the hotel at

15th floor, the shell exploded amid=vthe moment the shell was fired -

the staff. It mortally wounded a
Ukrainian cameraman, Taras

Protsyuk, who was also filming-

the tanks, and #8eriously
wounded another member of the

and heard no shooting. The
French videotape of the attack
runs for more than four minutes
and records absolute silence be-
fore the tank’s armament is fired.

the press and wants to take out
journalists based in Baghdad, to
hurt those whom our Home Sec-
retary, David Blunkett, has mali-
ciously claimed to be working
“behind enemy lines”. Could it be
that this claim — that international
correspondents are in effect col-
laborating with Mr Blunkett’s en-
emy (most Britons having never
supported this war_ in the first
place) — is turning into some kind
of a death sentence?

I knew Ayoub. I have broad-’J
cast during the war from the
rooftop on which he died. I told
him then how easy a target his
Baghdad office would make if
the Americans wanted to de-
stroy its coverage — seen across
the Arab world — of civilian vic-
tims of the bombing. Protsyuk
of Reuters often shared the Pal-
estine Hotel’s elevator with me.
Samia Nakhoul, who is 42, has
been a friend and colleague
since the 1975-90 Lebanese civil
war. She is married to the Finan-
cial Times correspondent David
Gardner. *

Yesterday afternoon, she lay
covered in blood in a Baghdad
hospital. And General Blount
dared to imply that this innocent
woman and her brave col-
leagues were snipers. What, I
wonder, does this tell us about
the war in Iraq?

The Sky News correspondent
David Chater was in the Pales-
tine Hotel when the hotel was hit
by American tank fire. This is his
account of what happened.

“I was about to go out on to
the balcony when there was a
huge explosion, then shouts and
screams from people along our
corridor. They were shouting,
‘Somebody’s been hit. Can
somebody find a doctor?’ They
were saying they could see
blood and bone.

“There were a lot of French
journalists screaming, ‘Get a
doctor, get a doctor’. There was
a great sense of panic because |
these walls are very thin. “We
saw the tanks up on the bridge.
They started firing across the
bank. The shells were landing
either side of us at what we
thought were military targets.
Then we were hit. We are in the
middle of a tank battle. \

“I don’t understand why
they were doing that. There was
no fire coming out of this hotel
— everyone knows it’s full of
journalists.

“Everybody is putting on flak
jackets. Everybody is running
for cover. We now feel ex-
tremely vulnerable and we are
now going to say goodbye to
you.” The line was cut but min-
utes later Chater resumed his
report, saying journalists had
been watching American forces
from their balconies and the
troops had surely been aware
of their presence.

“They knew exactly what this
hotel is. They know the press
corps is here. I don’t know why
they are trying to target journal-
ists. There are awful scenes
around me. There’s a Reuters
tent just a few yards away from
me where people are in tears. It
makes you realise how vulner-
able you are. What are we sup-
posed to do? How are we sup-
posed to carry on if American
shells are targeting Western
journalists?”

(The Independent)
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Balasingham asks US, India
to rethink Sri Lanka policy

he Liberation Tigers this
Tweek urged the United

States and India to assist
efforts to find a just solution to
the Tamil question and end Sri
Lanka’s ethnic conflict by back-
ing their movement’s participa-
tion in the Norwegian peace pro-
cess.

Addressing thousands of expa-
triates at a rally outside the United
Nations in Geneva on Monday, the
LTTE’s Chief Negotiator and po-
litical advisor, Anton
Balasingham, called on the US
and India to rethink their policies
towards the Tamil Tigers. The
LTTE is banned in both countries.

“Whilst the United States sup-
ported the [Norwegian] peace pro-
cess through other countries, it
has not invited us to the April 14
conference [in Washington] on re-
habilitation efforts linked to the
peace process because we banned
in the US,” Balasingham said.

The meeting next which is ex-
pected to be attended by 60 coun-
tries and financial institutions, is
a preparatory gathering ahead of
an major donor conference on re-
construction and economic assis-
tance for Sri Lanka to be held in
Tokyo in June.

“Whilst the United States supported the
[Norwegian] peace process through other
countries, it has not invited us to the April

14 conference [in Washington] on
rehabilitation efforts linked to the peace
process because we banned inthe US,”

Balasingham said.

“America is saying we must give
up violence if the ban is to be
lifted,” Balasingham said. “[ But]
we are saying that we have given
up violence; we are observing
peace; and there is no war. We
have stopped the war and em-
braced peace in order to negotiate
on behalf of our people for their
rights.”

“The peace process cannot be
taken forward by not inviting us
to this conference. There cannot
be peace in Sri Lanka without the
support of the Tigers,” he said.

Balasingham urged the United

States “to lift the ban on [the
LTTE] and accept us as the repre-
sentatives of the Tamil people.”
Balasingham also .urged the India
to review its policy towards the
LTTE. Delhi this week agreed to
attend the Washington meeting,
which is meant to address “the
need for development and recon-
struction assistance and how that
can help consolidate the ceasefire
and reinforce the peace process in
Sri Lanka.”

“If India truly wishes the Tamil
people to achieve a just and lasting
settlement and wants to help end

this conflict, it should have positive
relations with the Tiger [movement]
and our leadership,” he said.

“Our wish is that India should
forget the bitterness that existed
between us in the past and work
together with us to bring a just so-
lution for our people’s suffering,”
Mr Balasingham said, adding that
the LTTE con”so siders India as a
friend and harboured no hostility
towards her.

He pointed that at the outset of
the Norwegian peace initiative with
the present Sri Lankan government,
the Tamil Tigers had extended their
hand in friendship to India and
urged the regional power to host
the negotiatheir tions between
LTTE and Colombo, but that Delhi
had not responded positively.

Acknowledging that India had
legitimate concerns in promoting
the Sri Lankan peace process,
Balasingham said this could not be
achieved by alienating the LTTE
and establishing relations with
Tamil paramilitaries and politiTamil
cians opposed to the LTTE and the
peace effort.

“The Tamil people are behind the
LTTE as one and are giving us their
total support,” he said. “They firmly
believe that this problem should be

solved through peaceful means.”

Balasingham said the LTTE re-
mained commithas ted to the
peace process and the ceasefire
with the Sri Lankan government,
despite provocative attacks by
elements of the Sri Lankan armed
forces.

“We are participating in these

talks with sincere comare mitment |

because our people are firmly be-
hind us. We have not lost pa-
tience despMonday, ite numer-
ous provocative incidents,” he
told the rally.

Citing the Sri Lankan navy’s at-
tack in international waters on an
LITTE merchant vessel,
Balasingham said the Tigers had
“remained patient and refrained
from retaliating” and continued to
negotiate our people can be free
of war and live in peace.” i

“We have fought for a long
time. Only because we achieved
remarkable milinance, tary suc-
cess and brought threequarters
of our homeEurope. land under
our control the Sinhala govern-
ment come down and agreed to
consider selfrule for the Tamils in
homeland under the principle of
internal self determination. (Tamil
Guardian) ;

Blood splashed across Arab media

By Cam McGrath

To Western eyes, the Arab
media’s focus on gruesome close-
up images of dead and wounded
Iraqi civilians is a macabre obses-
sion. To Arab audiences it is a firm
statement about the tragic reality
of war.

Arab newspapers splash their
front pages with colour images
of crushed babies, bloodied
wounds and mangled corpses.
Television channels broadcast
footage of armless children in
hospital beds, mothers weeping
over their dead babies and on
one occasion a grisly close-up
of a child’s head imploded by a
bullet.

The horrific images cascade
relentlessly into Arab living
rooms, fuelling anger with the
U.S and Britain. While Western
media focuses on military hard-
ware, Arab media highlights the
victims. Body bags are opened
for the camera and stumps of
amputated limbs held aloft.

"When I see those babies
killed by American bombs I tell
myself that I should go to Iraq

and fight these
aggressors...these murderers,”
says Egyptian taxi driver

Mamdouh Hussein.

Western journalists accuse
the Arab media of
sensationalising the war in Iraq
and saturating newspapers and
television screens with ’blood-

and-guts”. Many question this
focus on violence.

”But Arabs don’t have violence
embedded in them at all,” says so-
ciologist Madiha El-Safty. “This
is the American stereotype.”

Many Arabs say they despise -

Saddam Hussein, but are angered
by Washington’s decision ,to
wage war on Baghdad. El-Safty
argues that the idea behind the
graphic images is to put the hu-
man cost of war ahead of its po-
litical agenda.

"The idea is a reflection of this
anger underlined a thousand
times,” says El-Safty. "It’s to
show how awful this war really is
and to emphasise its horrors.”

Images of this kind are nothing
new. Video footage of Palestinians
“martyred” resisting Israeli occu-
pation have appeared on Arab
television screens for years.

The latest pictures of Iraqi ci-
vilian casualties carry political
overtones, equating the U.S.-led
invasion of Iraq with a broader
attempt by Washington to domi-
nate the Arab world. In depicting
U.S. troops as callous killers who
target civilians and have no con-
cern for the suffering of the Iraqi
people, the Arab press carries' the
general sentiment ofythe Arab
street. y

This impressiog seemed to per-
sist despite television pictures
showing céfebrations in Baghdad
and some other cities.

"The Americans are not liberat-

The horrific images cascade relentlessly into

Arab living rooms, fuelling anger with the U.S

and Britain. While Western media focuses on

miZ;ftary hardware, Arab media highlights the

victims. Body bags are opened for the camera

and stumps of amputated limbs held alofft.

ing Iraq, they are occupying it,”
says Syrian merchant Ali Bashir.
”All those women, children and eld-
erly people are paying for this war,
this stupid war, with their blood.”

Many believe that U.S. and Brit-
ish troops are either targeting ci-
vilians, or not taking enough mea-
sures to protect them. This
week’s shelling of a hotel where
media personnel were staying,
and the bombing of the Al-Jazeera
satellite network and Abu Dhabi
TV offices has cemented this
view. Three journalists were killed
and at least five were injured in
the incidents, which U.S. officials
denied were deliberate acts.

The media reflects also Arab
anger that their governments are
doing little to stop the suffering.
The U.S.-led invasion would not
have been possible if Arab ceun-
tries had refused permission to
U.S. and British troops to use
their territory and airspace for the

military strikes, they say.

”Arab rulers silent while Iraqi
children slaughtered!” screams
the independent Egyptian weekly
El-Khamis.

The tabloid’s front page pre-
sents a montage of Iraqgi civilian
casualties said to be victims of
U.S. shelling. An open wooden
casket is shown holding a dead
mother and child, the baby’s paci-
fier still in its mouth. Pictures of
the corpses of five other children
are superimposed, one with brain
matter spilling out of a gaping
head wound.

”El-Khamis is a sensational
newspaper and deals with the is-
sue emotionally,” says Mahmoud
Alam EI-Din, vice-chairman of the
Information Research Centre at
Cairo University. "Other newspa-
pers handle the issue differently.”

Many Arabic publications are
state-owned and almost all are
subject to government censor-

ship, but Alam El-Din says edi-
tors exercise a great deal of free-
dom in managing their content.

”Arabs reject this war and the
media shows this,” he says.
”This is not propaganda. All
media coverage is directed by
the editorial policies of the
newspaper or station.”

The government-run Al-
Akhbar in Egypt carries a daily
page of pictures of civilian ca-
sualties, and plasters the most
shocking ones on the cover.
The independent Al-Sharq Al-
Awsat, a Saudi-owned pan-
Arab daily, takes a more bal-
anced approach. It publishes
pictures from Western and Arab
sources side by side, and gen-
erally avoids gory pictures un-
less related to a major story,
such as the shelling of a
Baghdad market.

Washington has criticised
Arab newspapers for carrying
what it calls inflammatory pic-
tures, and accused Al-Jazeera of
fanning the flames with its
heart-wrenching video footage
of wounded and dead civilians.

Arabs in turn criticise West-
ern media for failing to address
the human face of war. They ar-
gue that Western media is
sanitised, shielding audiences
from the stark realities. ”Ameri-
cans want to sleep with a clean
conscience,” says Mohammed,
a fruit seller in Cairo. (IPS)




NORTHEASTERN

HERALD

No. 253/3 - 1/2, Galle Road, Wellawatte, Colombo 6

, Thtéplione: 074 - 510441
i Email: neherald @yahoo.com

Preparing different school history
texts for northeast schools

the teaching of history in universities, a subject about

which Minister of Education Dr. Karunasena
Kodituwakku made public reference recently, is indeed
laudable.

We hope it might be the first step in reviving the study of
this discipline not only at an undergraduate level where it
has witnessed a decline in the last three decades but in
providing stimulus for vigorous postgraduate work as well.

History has remained integral to research in the social
sciences and humanities in western universities and much
more importantly universities in the Indian subcontinent,
though they too complain of losing students to other disci-
plines.

Further, in universities in the west and India, despite IT
and business making inroads into the popularity of history
as a subject, high quality historical research keeps coming
out of these institutions. This however is not the case in
Sri Lanka — at least not any more.

It has to be understood that the dearth of high quality
historical research has had an enormous impact on the
teaching of history in schools as well. This newspaper has
raised in numerous articles, flaws in the popular percep-
tion of what happened in history — such as Sri Lanka was
always a united country under the Sinhala kings, that there
was no kingdom in the North, or that Sinhala-Buddhism
was the sole ethno-religious ideology in Sri Lanka before
the arrival of the colonial powers.

Our articles have pointed out that Sri Lanka has been an
ethnic, religious and cultural mosaic, without a centralised
power structure and where power has shifted to different
locations from time to time.

The question is whether such ideas that have long come
to be accepted among scholars inform texts that students
use in schools today. The fact they have not to any signifi-
cant extent is obvious by the repetition of popular myths
| such as the misrepresentation of the Tamils as invaders
from South India, or misinterpreting the colonial project-of
the European powers as unduly favouring the Tamils.

It is important that revival of the study of history should
exclude such moribund perspectives that distort facts. It
has been the inability of institutions like the National Insti-
‘tute of Education (NIE) to do so that has led this country
to civil war. The NIE has long since ceased to have a
national perspective in the writing of historical texts or
has believed that it caters-only to the Sinhala nation, which
is unacceptable to the other communities in Sri Lanka.

There is one school of thought that believes the NIE
should be reconstituted where all communities can have
an equal voice in preparing textbooks for all-island con-
sumption. But the question is whether after decades of
trying, it is still worth persuading the NIE to be fair by all
communities, religions and other sub-groups in this coun-
try when preparing syllabi.

In other countries education is not a monolith where
children answer identical question papers using identical
texts. Now that the government and the LTTE are ex-
ploring federal options, itis time that schools in the north-
east are allowed to teach history and cultural studies that
vary at least partially in content from what is taught elses
where in the island. This is a must in any multi-ethnic,
multi-religious and multicultural environment — more so
in Sri Lanka, where the NIE publications persist in dig-
seminating pro-Sinhala-Buddhist propaganda in blind de-
fiance of the truth. &

The move by the government to revive or revitalise

defeat UNF in polls

By D. Sivaram (Taraki)

If someone feels that the peace
process in Sri Lanka is being ma-
noeuvred cleverly and inexorably
to give the US-UK-Japan alliance a
firm strategic foothold in Sri Lanka,
then what does one do to reverse
or neutralise it without derailing the
peace process?

The simple solution is to bring
about a change in government —
one that would be opposed to al-
lowing the fruits of the process
falling on the lap of the US led
coalition while continuing to talk
with the Tigers.

There are several conspiracy
theorists in Colombo who seem
to believe that Delhi is backing
the JVP and President Chandrika
to bring about a change in gov-
ernment here.

Some are even saying so pub-
licly.

Their conspiracy theories are
not without some merits.

For one, India wants the LTTE
happily locked for good in the
peace process cage. But at the
same time Delhi has been mak-
ing it increasingly obvious that
it does not want the US-UK-Ja-
pan alliance to avail itself of the
negotiations to gain undue and
irreversible strategic gains in Sri
Lanka.

Also the comments of the In-
dian High Commissioner on the
LTTE political study team’s per-
egrinations in the west indicate
that Delhi is not quite happy
about the extent to which the so-
lution is getting ‘westernised’.

The Indians, in other words,
seem to be indicating that they
want to internalise the search.for
a political settlement 'to take the
peace process off jts current
moorings in the US¥UK-Japan al-
liance.- it / .

In this context let us assume
the JVP-PA alliance comes to
power. The President has now
reiterated that she would stand
by the peace talks; that she is
committed to the process.

But she also would have us
believe that she is against US im-
perialist aggression in Irag. The
JVP’s anti-western policies are
only too well known.

In his lengthy address to the
JVP’s central committee in 1986
Rohana Wijeweera argues that
the armed struggle for Thamil
Eelam is integral to a greater im-
perialist plot to splinter India into
ethnic fragments.

If the JVP emerges as the PA’s
main coalition partner, we know
how it will it react to any tangible
US influence here; to the gains
America has made here so far in
military, economic and strategic
terms.

In this sense the PA-JVP com-
-bination would be the ideal in-
strument for Delhi to keep Sri
Lanka selectively impervious to
extra-regional strategic powers.

All this, of course, is predi-
cated on the alliance becoming

Whatever the
delays, the
signing of the PA-
JVP MOU will
certainly lead to
the dissolution of
the Parliament
and the defeat of
the UNF in the
fresh polls to
Parliament that

would follow

an indubitable fact.

The People’s Alliance contin-
ues to give us the impression
that it is closer to striking a deal
with the JVP on forming an alli-
ance to bring down Prime Minis-
ter Ranil Wickremesinghe’s gov-
ernment. We are told that the PA-
JVP MOU getting late due to the
latter’s staunch opposition to
granting regional autonomy to
Tamils in the northeast. The JVP
which was stubbornly opposed
to continuing peace talks with
the Liberation Tigers changed its
mind after persuasion by a
‘friendly external power’.

Whatever the delays, the sign-
ing of the PA-JVP MOU will cer-
tainly lead to the dissolution of
the Parliament and the defeat of
the UNF in the fresh polls to Par-
liament that would follow.

The UNF and its followers are
now talking about holding a ref-
erendum to re-affirm the 2001 De-
cember mandate for peace. This
is a hoax- a knee jerk reaction to
the gloomy prospect of going
back to opposition benches
again.

During the PA years we have
heard enough about the so-
called non-binding referendum. It
was also a hoax.

The UNF has no way out of the
problem except hope that the in-
ternational community would
prevail on Chandrika not to rock
the peace boat by dissolving
Parliament and also that the PA,
JVP may never see the light of
the day. As we said in both in-
stances! the UNF can only hope
that luck would be on its side.

President Kumaratunga and
her advisors appear to believe,

quite rightly though, that an al-
liance with the JVP would be a
sure recipe for winning the gen-
eral election that will follow
when she dissolves Parliament.

First let’s see how this is pos-
sible.

The JVP has 16 seats in Sri
Lanka’s 225 member legislature.
The PA has 77. The UNF has
114 (UNP -109; SLMC -5). The
EPDP - 2; PLOTE-1 and TNA
L5:

The party came third in terms
of the votes it polled in all the
distriets outside the northeast.
The UNP polied 45.62 percent
of the total valid votes polled
at the 2001 December general
elections (4086026 votes).

The PA got 37.19 percent
(3330815 votes) while the JVP
garnered 9.10 percent (815353)
of the total votes polled at the
2001 elections to Sri Lanka’s
Parliament.

Even if we assume that the
UNP’s popularity remains what
it was on the eve of the last gen-
eral elections,.the combined
votes of the JVP and PA would
be quite adequate to rout
Ranil’s government.

There are 22 electoral dis-
tricts in Sri Lanka. The UNP
polled the majority of the votes
in 17 districts at the 2001 De-
cember general elections. (The
TNA got the bonus:seat in
Jaffna, Vanni and Batticaloa)
The PA was able to get the bo-
nus seat only in Monaragala.

The UNP got the majority of
the votes in each district where
it won by a slender margin over
the PA (except Nuwara Eliya).

For example in the southern
district of Matara the UNP got
171661 votes in the 2001 polls.
The PA got 171141 and the JVP
55476. ;

If the JVP and PA join forces
then the combine will get the
bonus seats in at least 18 elec-
toral districts and the majority
of the seats allocated accord-
ing to the percentage of votes
polled at the district and na-
tional levels.

In the event of such a victory,
the PA-JVP coalition can form
a government without having to
depend on the support of Tamil
or Muslim parties.

The absence of a tangible
peace dividend, the rising cost
of living and moves by the UNF
to privatise state enterprises
have undoubtedly made heavy
dents on the popularity of
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s government.

The JVP and the PA are not
so politically blind that they
cannot see this sure window of
opportunity wide open.

The JVP obviously is keen to
craft the MOU with the PA care-
fully, with an eye on long term
plans to overwhelm its partner
and capture power on its own.

Bottom line- the road ahead
is not smooth for peace.
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Pitfalls as Ranil tries

to do a de Klerk

By J.S. Tissainayagam

he government this week
Tmade public its intention of

holding a referendum in
the wake of the Tokyo donor con-
ference scheduled for mid-June
2003. From media reports it ap-
pears the UNF government is
keen on harnessing the support
of Sri Lankan voters to continue
with the peace process.

The idea of the non-binding ref-
erendum comes in the face of op-
position to the government-LTTE
talks that has been surfacing for
a year or so, but the seriousness
of which no one seems to be sure.
The government is keen on ob-
taining a mandate from the people
to gauge the actual strength of
this opposition, while luring vot-
ers with the peace dividend ac-
cruing from the donors in Tokyo.

There appears to be great em-
phasis on the mechanics of how
parliament is going to call for a
referendum, which according to
the constitution is the president’s
prerogative. In the details of the
debate, the referendum itself and
what it signifies have been pushed
to the backburner.

The referendum is going to be
nationwide, which means that
Tamils too are expected to either
endorse or reject the peace pro-
cess. The Tamils up to today have
never rejected an offer of peace
even if it were through a carica-
ture — like the district development
councils. The UNF by making this
an island-wide exercise believes
the unswerving support of the
Tamils will ensure it victory.

But one thing that has been
veiled by the rhetoric on the ref-
erendum is that voters, including
Tamils, by voting “yes” for the
peace process will endorse their

1 general faith in the government

as: well. It is difficult to see how
the UNF will be able to continue
governing if the referendum were
lost because it would make a huge
dent on its legitimacy as the party
forming the government.

Therefore Tamils should have
absolutely no illusions that when
they affirm support for the peace
process by voting “yes” in the
referendum, they will also being
doing a great service to the UNF
by allowing it to continue gov-
erning.

In this context the Tamils, who
have never declined an opportu-
nity to urge for a negotiated po-

litical settlément of the ethnic

problem and have been asked yet
again endorse one, will be foolish
if they fail to demand public guar-
antees from the UNF on specific
areas of concern for them (Tamils)
in return for an ‘yes’ vote.

The media has drawn a parallel

The difference between the achievements of
the NP government in South Africa and the
threadbare record of the UNF is that the

black population had confidence in de

Klerk’s sincerity in the face of sustained

white opposition in achieving what he did

before the referendum,

whereas in Sri Lanka

the Tamils are increasingly frustrated as the

UNF continues to procrastinate citing the
Kumaratunga and the JVP.

between the referendum called by
the UNF and that called by the Na-
tional Party (NA) of South African
President F. W. de Klerk in 1992. He
called for an endorsement of the
South African peace process in the
teeth of the Conservative Party and
the white right-wing paramilitaries’
opposition. At one time de Klerk
was not even sure of the African
National Congress’ (ANC) support
though it was secured fairly easily.

It is important however to note
that though there are definite par-
allels between the circumstances
under which the referendum was
called and conducted in South Af-
rica and what is scheduled to be
held in Sri Lanka, they are also dif-
ferent because the peace process
had gone much further in South
Africa before the referendum was
held, though it might have been
under greater threat of being
unravelled due to the waves of
armed violence sweeping that
country.

The plebiscite unlike what is pro-
posed in Sri Lanka was open only
to white South Africans. De Klerk’s
campaign was on the basis that .if
he won he would treat ‘yes’ as a
mandate to pursue negotiations for
a new, non-racist constitution
based on universal adult franchise
that would give blacks to right to
vote. The referendum asked, “Do
you support the continuation of
the reform process, which the state
president began in February 2, 1990

and which is aimed at a new consti- -

tution through negotiation?”

The terminology used in the ref-
erendum was very specific and
showed there was a-clear commit-
ment on the part of de Klerk to a
new constitution, while th€*%eneral
trend in the campaign that an ‘yes’
vote was for a united, democratic
and non-segreﬂg@ted country, dem-
onstrated the "Sort of constitution
it would be. This was why the ANC

was in support of the plebiscite
though blacks did not vote.

We are yet to know what ques-
tion the voters will be asked in the
Sri Lankan referendum and unless
the question guarantees the deliv-
ery of specific benefits to the
Tamils, it will be of no use to them.

Second, de Klerk was seeking a
binding mandate to introduce the
new constitution, whereas the UNF
is seeking a non-binding referen-
dum, which it can either acknowl-
edge or not as it pleases.

Third, dividends from the refer-
endum is limited because regard-
less of whether President Chandrika
Kumaratunga supports the referen-

~dum or not, her office as president

will continue to give her power to
influence the peace process unlike
the de Klerk’s victory that set a
much steadier course for him to
achieve his goal.

Fourth, the ANC warned whites
the consequences of a ‘no’ vote
would be violence to overturn the
establishment, a threat that worked
very well. It is yet to be seen
whether the Ceasefire Agreement
will permit the LTTE to do that, even
if it wishes to.

The second set of issues concern
return to normalcy. The govern-
ment undertook various commit-
ments stipulated in the Ceasefire
Agreement to ensure roads were
kept open, the economic embargo
lifted, checkpoints closed and the
army vacating places of worship
and public buildings, but there is
very little else to give Tamils the
confidence of a process of return-
ing to normalcy. The confidence is
further eroded by violations of the
Agreement.

If the two core issues of the PTA
and high security zones (HSZ) re-
main un-addressed, talking about
normalcy will be futile. The PTA
that legalised political repression,
torture and seizure of property

based on confessions under duress
etc., is still in force. Second, though
refugees and the internally dis-
placed ‘are trickling in, with HSZs
still uninhabitable, resettlement and
rehabilitation that form an integral
part of the transition from war to
even a temporary peace is far from
begun. There are ambitious plans
for resettlement, rehabilitation and
reconciliation and promises for
funding them, but they remain
unimplemented.

Besides these, there are peren-
nial problems such as language
rights guaranteed under the Indo-
Lanka Accord as far back as 1987
that are yet to be implemented. Leg-
islation like the Equal Opportuni-
ties Bill lies disregarded and vari-
ous other irritants that could have
been attended to by the UNF over
the past 15 months it has been in
office are blithely ignored.

On the contrary, confidence-
building measures in the South
African peace process were well in
place before the referendum was
held. There,. were tangible benefits
enjoyed by black South Africans
that gave them confidence the pro-
cess would be helped along by the
referendum if de Klerk and the NP
won it. ;

Soon after he became state presi-
dent in 1989 de Klerk announced
the withdrawal of a clutch of laws
that underpinned apartheid in
South Africa and demonstrated his
sincerity by doingso. In Novem-
ber 1989 he announced the repeal
of the Special Amenities Act en-
acted in 1953 to ensure that blacks
and whites had different public fa-
cilities, which was done soon after.
This was followed by lifting restric-
tions on opposition groups, which
were banned for opposing apart-
heid, leading to the freeing of
Nelson Mandela in February 1990
after 27 years in jail.

In the wake of this came a spate
of reform: in 1991 black children
were allowed to enter all-white
schools, though white schools and
parents challenged the move. This
was followed by the repeal of land
acts and the Group Areas Act of
1950 that segregated communities
and relegated the black population
to a minor percentage of the land.
Other discriminatory legistation like
the pass laws where blacks were
required to carry passbooks so that
the government could regulate
their movement had been repealed
in 1986.

Repression had forced black
South Africans to flee as refugees
to Lesotho, Botswana, and
Swaziland. These countries were
subject to economic sanctions as
‘frontline states’ by Pretoria be-
cause the ANC recruited guerrillas
from there. But in 1991 the South
African government granted an

amnesty to all exiles and refugees
leading to their return.

Therefore, most of what was
known as the ‘pillars of apartheid’
was progressively dismantled
from 1989 to 1992. However, it was
seen that economic, political and
social power remained with the
whites. Changes in these struc-
tures could only come about with
a new constitution that guaran-
teed universal adult franchise and
democracy. What de Klerk wanted
through the referendum was a
binding mandate for a new con-
stitution, which he was to receive
comfortably in the end.

The difference between the
achievements of the NP govern-
ment in South Africa and the
threadbare record of the UNF is
that the black population had con-
fidence in de Klerk’s sincerity in
the face of sustained white oppo-
sition in achieving what he did be-
fore the referendum, whereas in
Sri Lanka the Tamils are increas-
ingly frustrated as the UNF con-
tinues to procrastinate citing the
Kumaratunga and the JVP.

History of the ethnic conflict in
Sri Lanka never fails to provide
charming little parallels from the
past. If readers cast their minds
back to 1994, Kumaratunga won
the general election in August
that year with the slimmest of ma-
jorities. She had a formidable ri-
val in Gamini Dissanayake for the
presidency, who she could beat
only with support of the Tamils.
Kumaratunga presented herself in
a way that voting for her was in-
terpreted as voting for the peace
process. In November 1994
Kumaratunga won a 62% major-
ity, overwhelmingly supported by
the Tamils, using peace and a ne-
gotiated settlement as her plat-
form; by April 1995 she had un-
leashed a bloody war on the Tamil
people. :

Peace processes have always
had the LTTE on the back-foot — it
merely reacts to politics of the
south. The proposed referendum
could very well be another such
exercise. If the UNF were to win it,
it might very well be used as a
mechanism to procrastinate by tell-
ing the world there is public sup-
port for the peace process, while
keeping the LTTE talking without
tangible progress for its pains.

It is therefore imperative that if
the Tamils are going to vote “yes”
in the referendum that definite
steps are taken by Tamil leader-
ship to see the UNF and
Wickremesinghe are forced to
make public guarantees of what
they will deliver and better still
made to demonstrate the prelimi-
nary steps they are to take to-
wards those goals. Otherwise it
might a repetition on 1994.




Negotiating for democratic rights

By Fern Lane

n Sunday, Sinn Fein Chief
Negotiator Martin
McGuinness’ reported to

the Ard Fheis on the current ne-
gotiations with the British gov-
ernment over the impasse on the
Good Friday Agreement. He told
delegates that he wanted to take
the opportunity to outline the
party’s approach to these nego-
tiations in order to give members
a sense of where things stood at
present. “I think it is important to
say something of the context
within which this particular phase
of negotiations has arisen,” he
said.

“When the British government
suspended the political institu-
tions on 14 October, he said, they
were “acting at the behest of the
leadership of the Ulster Unionist
Party and were in clear breach of
the terms of the Good Friday
Agreement. The UUP, if you re-
member, signalled as far back as
March of last year their intention
to bring about the collapse of the
institutions.

“Later in October the British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, came
to Belfast and admitted that his
government had not fulfilled
their obligations with respect to
the Agreement. He went on to
call on all parties to the Agree-
ment to engage in what he de-
scribed as ‘acts of completion’.”
~ In contrast, he continued,
Sinn Féin’s approach “has been
the same approach we have
brought to previous phases of
negotiations - consistent and
persistent. While others were at-
tempting to reduce the focus on
resolving the current difficulties
to a single item agenda, we have
been pressing both governments
to produce a comprehensive
implementation plan to address
all the broad range of “issues re-
quired to bring about the full
] implementation of the Agree-
ment.” -

Some weeks after the suspen-
sion of the institutions, the gov-
ernments finally convened all-
party talks. In advance, Sinn
Féin set out for all the parties its
view on all the issues that
needed to be addressed. These
included: the political institu-
tions and the democratic rights
of all sections of the electorate,
equality and human rights, vic-
tims of the conflict, Irish lan-
guage issues, the use of flags
and emblems for public pur-
poses, the issue of arms,
demilitarisation, policing and jus-
tice and the transfer of powers
on policing and justice, and pris-
oners.

“Once it became clear that dis-
cussions would in fact deal with
the broader range of issues
rather than the single item
agenda,” explained Martin
McGuinness, “the UUP with-
drew from these discussions.”

The current phase of negotia-
tions began in early December
last year. By 22 December, Sinn
Féin had submitted a 57-page

In contrast, he continued, Sinn Féin’s

approach “has been the same approach we
have brought to previous phases of
negotiations - consistent and persistent.
While others were attempting to reduce the
focus on resolving the current difficulties to
a single item agenda, we have been
pressing both governments to produce a
comprehensive implementation plan to
address all the broad range of issues
required to bring about the full
implementation of the Agreement.”
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document to the two governments
setting out the party’s view on
how these outstanding issues
could be addressed.

Since January, when the current
negotiations began to pick up
pace, Sinn Féin had sought to
achieve a plan for the full imple-
mentation of the Agreement and
to counter any attempt to filter this
implementation through a union-
ist prism.

“A particular irony in all of this,”
said Martin McGuinness, “is that
while our approach is premised on
inclusivity, equality and the demo-
cratic imperative, there are those

tions - for the fourth occasion -
by the British government has
been central to the current crisis.
But the party’s negotiating team
has “been resolute in our opposi-
tion to suspension since the Brit-
ish government arbitrarily took
this power onto itself. However -
and this is the politically impor-
tant thing - it is untenable. It has
to go and we are confident that,
as a result of our endeavours, that
it will go.”

He also spoke on the issug of
sanctions; like suspension, this
has been introduced in breach
terms of the Agreement. .He

“And Sinn Féin, in the context of

nationalists need reassurance
that the political institutions will
not be faced with the same serial
suspensions and crisis they have
in the past.

“I cannot say that they have
yet borne fruit other than the ben-
efit of discussion and engagement
in which there is an inherent po-

litical value. But we will persevere:

with that. We are a patient lot.”
Nevertheless, he said, progress
has been made on policing on
justice, on human rights, on
equality, on the Irish language
and on other issues.

He told the conference that, on
the issue on policing, the party
was building on the advances
made in Weston Park 18 months
ago. In respect of democratic ac-
countability, additional commit-
ments to new legislation and ad-
ditional amendments had been
secured, including;

- a requirement by the British
Secretary of State to consult with
the Ombudsman, the Human
Rights Commission and the Equal-
ity Commission on the key areas
of policing objectives;

- a requirement for the same
consultation process in respect
of Codes of Practice over which
the British Secretary of State for-
mally had a blank cheque; and

- a commitment that the Belfast
sub-groups are placed on a par
with the District Policing Partner-
ships. g

Other equally important issues
are also being addressed. he ex-
plained, including the
demilitarisation of PSNI and the
establishment of a human rights
ethos within the force.

The negotiating team has also
pressed the British on issues
such as the Special Branch and
plastic bullets. “We have made it
clear that the Special Branch

the peace process, has entrenched -3, v Wiiker proce-

our strategy of negotiations to

achieve these

ends. We will

continue to negotiate, we will

continue to fulfil our political

mandate to deliver radical and

progressive change.

whose sole focus has remained the
exclusion of Sinn Féin from minis-
terial office, from government and
from the political institutions.
But whilst this may be frustrat-
ing, he said, it should not be
viewed as “indicative of a lack of

wanted to make it clear, he said,
that “Sinn F’in will not be held
responsible for any words or
deeds other than our own.

“We demand for our electorate
the same democratic rights as all
other sections of the electorate.

progress”. In fact, it should bewWe reject all sanctions outside

seen as quite the opposite, as “the
more progress we make the gnore
intense will become the efforts. of.
the opponents of cham’ge”.

The suspension of the institu-

‘the terms of the Agreement.”

Of the party’s meetings with the
UUP, he told the conference that
“our objectives in these discus-
sions are clear; republicans and

dures and the force within a force
created and perpetuated by
lengthy or indefinite tenure of
Special Branch positions can be
no part of a new beginning to
policing” he said.

“The British government has
also agreed in principle to the
transfer of power on policing and
justice from the British govern-
ment to the Assembly and the all-
Ireland Ministerial Council. What
we are seeking now is that this is
firmed up in terms of specific pro-
posals and a defined time frame.”

He also outlined in some detail
the expectations of the party and
the progress which has been made
on the issue of criminal justice -
including such matters as judicial
appointments, the plight of the
OTRs, additional powers for the
Ombudsman - on demilitarisation
and on human rights.

In regard to the latter, he said:
“We expect an affirmation of the
principle that there is no hierar-
chy of victims and, most impor-
tantly, action to support that; for
instance, an end to the discrimi-
nation in the funding of victims
support groups.” .

He called on the Oireachtas to

implement the recommenda-
tions to provide representation
in the Oireachtas for Irish citi-
zens in the North through their
elected representatives. “It is
important that all Irish citizens
are encouraged and enabled to
play an active role in the demo-
cratic life of the nation. The Irish
government, obviously, has the
primary responsibility for
achieving this democratic devel-
opment and we call on the gov-
ernment to expedite the process
to do this,” he said.

But, for all of this, he said, he
wanted to make it clear that “de-
spite the claims by some that the
negotiations are closed, there is
no deal done. And let me be
equally - clear, our best
endeavours and energies are di-
rected at achieving a deal.

“We do not yet have an ac-
ceptable policing service or a
Tepresentative criminal justice
system. We certainly do not
‘have equality. And no one is go-
ing to give it to us. This party
will have to fight for this issue
every day. It cannot be left to
the negotiating team no matter
what commitments are made.

“This issue of equality has to
be the political and campaign-
ing thrust of this party. In other
words it is work for you. We do
not have functioning political
institutions or the
demilitarisation that the GFA
promised. But we intend to con-
tinue to be an engine for change
in all these areas. It was particu-
larly disappointing to hear the
Irish government assert that
there should be no more nego-
tiations on these issues. Surely
their role should be to defend
Irish national rights and the
rights of Irish citizens North and
South rather than try to set lim-
its or boundaries on forward
progress.

“And Sinn Féin, in the con-
text of the peace process, has
entrenched our strategy of ne-
gotiations to achieve these
ends. We will continue to nego-
tiate, we will continue to fulfil
our political mandate to deliver
radical and progressive change.

“But negotiations and negotiat-
ing strategy cannot be seen in iso-
lation. Everyone here has key role
to play. Every Sinn Féin voter has a
role to play. The political landscape
of the North has changed forever.
The degree of change that we can
achieve is linked directly to our
political strength. We have an obli-
gation to reach out to unionists and
others; we have a responsibility to
use our mandate wisely in the in-
terests of a lasting peace.

“Increased political strength
will allow Sinn Féin to deliver fur-
ther change in the interests of all
of the people of this island. In
the Assembly elections, as in
previous elections across this
island, we collectively, as a party,
have the opportunity to increase
our political and negotiating
strength. That is the challenge
we must address as we leave this
Ard Fheis.” (An Phoblacht)




General Nambiar and the

1breakup of the state

en. Nambiar’s report con

cerning the possibility of

resettling civilians within
certain areas of the northeast of
Sri Lanka now designated High
Security Zones may be available
to the public soon. Gen. Nambiar
has had a good deal of experience
in areas of the world engaged in
internal conflict. This experience
is relevant in previewing the pos-
sibility that his report will recom-
mend changes to the status quo.
Gen. Nambiar’s writings on his
Bosnian experience, his feelings
toward Pakistan and his concern
for the unity of India, particularly,
lead one to predict unfortunately
that he will choose to emphasize
the security concerns of the cen-
tral government over the needs
of civilians in his report on Sri
Lanka.

This essay will look first at the
issue of the High Security Zones
and will then turn to Gen.
Nambiar’s previous military
postings and how these may re-
late to his report on Sri Lanka that
is expected out soon.

When the Sri Lankan armed
forces first started being sta-
tioned on a permanent basis in
the Northeast during the 1960s,
camps were established to
accomodate them. These camps
grew in number and size through-
out the ensuing years. In the
early 1990s there were over 200
camps in the Northeast, while
today it is estimated that there
are 400 or more. The buffer zones
considered required for these
camps to protect them against
attack kept growing. In the early
1990s the camp and airfield at
Palaly, north of Jaffna City, ex-
panded its protective buffer by
thousands of hectares taking
over a heavily populated agricul-
tural zone and expelling the in-
habitants. Between 15,000 and
30,000 families were displaced
with no compensation. Rather
than calling these areas ‘camps,’
they were designated ‘high se-
curity zones.’

In the February 22, 2002
ceasefire agreement between the
Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL)

and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) “high security
zones™ are mentioned only once,
in paragraph 2.2, which says
“Places of worship which are situ-
ated in “high security zones” shall
be vacated by all armed personnel
and maintained in good order by
civilian workers, even when they
are not made accessible to the
public.”

With the ceasefire agreement
came a period of military consoli-
dation, most noticed on the Jaffna
Peninsula, in which these high se-
curity zones were formalized and
expanded. These zones and camps
now comprise between 25 and
30% of the land area of the penin-
sula. (www.tamilguardian.com/
tgl193/jaffna_hsz.jpg) Of the 45
Grama Sevaka Niladhari Divisions
(GSN, an administrative unit in
which a village services officer is
stationed) in Jaffna, 28 divisions
are completely designated as high
security zones and 5 are partly so
designated. New zones continue
to be created, particularly in the
east.

A view of a high security zone
in the northern Jaffna peninsula.
(Frontline, 3/16/03)

Because these zones frequently
involved displacement of the ci-
vilian population in their creation,
always without compensation or
resettlement, the former inhabitants
are, naturally, anxious to return to
their homes and occupations.

The Tamil Guardian has editori-
alized, “Sri Lanka’s obsessive fo-
cus on undermining the LTTE’s
military capabilities whilst 40% of
our people are prevented by the

- Sinhala military from returning to

their homes justifiably raises sus-
picion of the government’s longer-
term intent.” (Jan. 28, 2003) ¢

The issue of these high security
zones has thus become a source
of dispute in the peace negotia-
tions between the GOSL and the
ETTE;

At the fourth meeting of the peace
negotiators in Bangkok in January,
2003, the Norwegian facilitators an-
nounced that “The second phase
of the Action Plan will focus on re-
settlement of IDPs and refugees in

areas within the High Security
Zones, as and when they are re-
leased by the Security Forces for
resettlement. For this purpose, the
GOSL will carry out a review with
the assistance of an internationally
recognized military expert, taking
into account relevant humanitarian
and security needs.” The LTTE ac-
quiesced to postponing the resolu-
tion of this issue, probably because
it threatened to derail the whole ne-
gotiation process unless contained.
Lt. General Satish Nambiar (ret’d)
was chosen to carry out the review
of the High Security Zones for the
GOSL. His report, however, is not
binding on either party.

There is some hint in recent news
items that Gen. Nambiar’s report
may be completed or near comple-
tion. It is therefore an appropriate
time to ask, “Who is Gen. Nambiar?”’

General Nambiar retired as
Deputy Chief of Staff of the Indign
Army and is now Director of the
United Services Institution of In-
dia, a New Delhi thinktank which
has several programs, one of which
is to train UN peacekeepers. In be-
tween Gen. Nambiar was the First
Force Commander and Head of
Mission of the United Nations
Forces deployed in the former Yu-
goslavia from 1992 to 1993.

According to The Sunday Times
(2/3/03), “Lt. Gen. Nambiar made
two previous visits to Sri Lanka,
one in September and the other in
December, last year, both at the in-
vitation of Prime Minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe.

“UNF Government sources who
spoke on grounds of anonymity
told The Sunday Times following
these visits that-Lt. Gen. Nambiar,
handed over a ten-page report en-

‘ compassing three different aspects.

They related to the role of officer
level cadres in the Army (under the
proposed defence reforms), the
working of High Security Zones and
how their existing structure could
be reviewed to facilitate the peace
process and a possible long term
incorporation of Tiger guerrilla cad-
res in the military/police when a
fuller peace settlement is arrived
at:t :

There has also been discussion

of incorporating some of Sri
Lanka’s enormous now-idle military
into the UN’s peacekeeping opera-
tions.

Gen. Nambiar’s previous military
experience will, of course, color his
conclusions concerning the
tradeoff between military and civil-
ian claims to the land comprising
the High Security Zones.

Gen. Nambiar wrote about his ex-
periences as head of the UN Force
in the former Yugoslavia. In India
he received accolades for ‘“‘stand-
ing up to NATO” in his role as a
UN peacekeeper. Gen. Nambiar’s
piece is entitled “The Fatal Flaws
Underlying NATO'’s Intervention in
Yugoslavia” (http://www.diaspora-
net.org/food4thought/
nambiar.htm) and provides a win-
dow into his thinking concerning
an ethnic conflict in which the va-
lidity of various claims must be de-
termined. His premise is that nei-
ther side, the Bosnians or the Serbs,
had right on their side, the Serbs
were unnecessarily blamed for their
actions, and it was his duty to re-
main ‘neutral’ and above the fray.
His orientation towards that frag-
mentation of the former Yugosla-
via leaks out in various forms, how-
ever.

“In my experience with similar
situations in India in such places
as Kashmir, Punjab, Assam,
Nagaland, and elsewhere, it is the
essential strategy of those ethnic
groups who wish to secede to pro-
voke the state authorities...

It is appropriate to touch on the
humanitarian dimension for it is the
innocent who are being subjected
to displacement, pain and misery.
Unfortunately, this is the tragic and
inevitable outcome of all such situ-
ations of civil war, insurgencies,
rebel movements, and terrorist ac-
tivity...

And finally, secessionist move-
ments, which often start with ter-
rorist activity, will get greater en-
couragement [from NATO’s actions
to prevent atrocities in Bosnia].”

In none of these statements is
Gen. Nambiar sympathetic to the
‘secessionist’ side - regardless of
the history and human cost of the
conflict - when its interests diverge

from those of the ‘state authori-
ties,” nor does he expect anything
less than human misery from ef-
forts to stop one ethnic group
dominating another. :

Why would Gen. Nambiar
chose a stand which, while osten-
sibly neutra], favored the Serbs
whose belligerence was recog-
nized by many observers as the
main cause of much of the blood-
shed in the former Yugoslavia?
David Reiff, a former reporter and
New School University re-
searcher, writes in The New Re-

~public (2/12/96) “The first
UNPROFOR commander, the In-
dian general Satish Nambiar, was
regularly accused by UNHCR of-
ficials in 1993 of holding pro-Serb
views. One senior official told me
at the time ‘When Nambiar looks
at Izetbegovic, he sees Jinnah.
For him, Izetbegovic [the Bosnian
leader] is 2 man who ruined a per-
fectly good multiconfessional
country, just as Jinnah ruined In-
dia in 1947 by insisting on a sepa-
rate Pakistan.’” ]

According to Rieff, another,
unnamed UNPROFOR official
wrote, “‘I will not conclude by
naming the aggressor’.” Rieff
continues, “He implies that he
declines to do this because he
rejects such simplistic ascrip-
tions of blame. What the UN
never wanted to understand was
that without such an analysis, all
its actions in the former Yugo-
slavia led it not to impartiality or
good works, but to collusion with
aggression.” (http://
www.amber.ucsf.edu/~ross/
bosnia_/un.txt, also posted at
http://www.bosnia.org.uk/
bosrep/febmar96/evil.cfm )

One is ever hopeful that an im-
partial report balancing the needs
of displaced civilians and secu-
rity considerations will be the end
result of Gen. Nambiar’s investi-
gations in Sri Lanka. The good
general’s past history, however,
leads one to believe that in this
case he will almost inevitably de-
termine that the requirements of
the military and the state trump
civilian concerns. (Ilankai
Thamil Sangam)

WAN, WEF ask Bush to investigate journalist’s death

The World Association of
Newspapers (WAN) and
World Editors Forum (WEF)
have asked US President
George W. Bush to ensure
that “a full and frank investi-
gation” is carried out into the
death of British journalist
Terry Lloyd, who was shot in
Iraq, apparently by coalition
forces.

Lloyd, a veteran reporter
with ITN, was killed in late
March when the vehicle in
which he was travelling came

under intense fire, reportedly
from coalition forces. The
vehicle was clearly marked as
carrying journalists.

In a letter, to President Bush,
(released to the media on 8
April 2002) WAN and the WEF
said: ;

“We are writing on behalf of
the World Association efs
Newspapers and the World .
Editors Forum, whigh represent
18,000 publications in 100
countries, to #Xpress our grave
concern at the death of British

journalist Terry Lloyd.

According to reports, on 22-
23 March Mr Lloyd, a veteran
reporter with ITN, was killed as
coalition forces advanced
towards Basra. He died when
the vehicle in which he was
travelling, which was clearly
marked as carrying journalists,
came under intense fire,
reportedly from coalition
forces.

There was no immediate
confirmation of the fate of his
two colleagues, cameraman

Fred Nerac and translator
Hussein Osman, who were also
part of the team that came
under fire. A fourth member of
the team, cameraman Daniel
Demoustier, was injured but
was able to get back to US and
British lines. -

We respectfully call on you
to ensure that a full and frank
inveéstigation into the circum-
stances surrounding Mr
Lloyd,s death is immediately
carried out and that the find-
ings are made public.”

The Paris-based WAN, the
global organisation for the
newspaper industry, defends
and promotes press freedom
worldwide. It represents 18,000
newspapers; its membership .
includes 71 national newspa-
per associations, individual
newspaper executives in 100
countries, 13 news agencies
and nine regional and world-
wide press groups.

The WEEF is the division of
WAN that represents senior
news executives. (WAN)




Impact of armed contlict
on children in Sri Lanka

This is the second part of a two-part article on the impact of armed
conflict on children that appeared in Beyond the Wall, published by
Home for Human Rights, Sri Lanka. This week we publish the final
part. the first part appeared last week.

By V. Yogeswaran

t is estimated that over
0 5 0 0 0

persons have died in this

senseless war. The war has
given Sri Lanka an abundance
of orphans and widows. Or-
phanages have mushroomed in
the northeast.

While attention is being paid
to sustain the cessation of
armed conflict that has come to
replace the war after the sign-
ing of the MoU, the country is
confronted with multiple ques-
tions about children affected
by war, especially those who are
orphaned. They seem to say,
“Peace cannot replace my
mother or father; peace cannot
replace my lost innocence and
childhood; peace cannot make
me lovable and loved. I am kept
in an institution and I am not at
home, I am charitably main-
tained by the adult society in
this institution but not lovingly.
Peace cannot give me a new
future due to this irreplaceable
past of mine.”

If we adults fail to listen to
this voice, we will reap a black
harvest.

I have had the opportunity of
visiting orphanages in various
places and the visits have con-
vinced me these children are al-
ready worried about their fu-
ture. “If I do not behave well or
make mistakes or break rules, I
will be sent away. Will I be
looked after in this place till I
find a job? Will I be looked af-
ter and be given in marriage in
due time?” :

I am left wondering whether
the institutional approach to
take care of the orphaned is ap-
propriate and will bring the de-
sired outcome. Should we adopt
other formulae in looking after
these children? Will we not
have better options in seeking
foster-parent home adoption to
bring a home environment for
the orphaned child instead of

an institutionalised environ-

ment?

There are numerous requests
that have come my way from
parents looking for their miss-
ing children and children look-
ing for their missing parents. I
have shared many anxious mo-
ments with children and parents
helping them to cope with the
emotional problems arising
from these tragic circumstances.

This group of children is so
special because of their unique

experience. It is difficult to con-.

vey the truth that their missing

parent is dead and will not come
back. This peculiarity is derived
from the fact that these missing
persons are not counted among
the dead. The security forces
use the term ‘missing in action.’
In a similar manner, there are also
many civilians accounted for as
‘missing’ in the northeast whose
children are waiting in hope their
father/mother will come back.
This has become a long wait and
reconciliation and acceptance
has not really taken place.

It is futile at this juncture to
ask hypothetical questions such
as whether the LTTE or the se-
curity forces are holding missing
persons in secret locations. Prac-
tical reality tells us that these
persons are dead and there is
only a remote chance of discov-
ering them alive. But the human
sprit refuses to accept this and
the search continues. Not only
is the anguish of the adults com-
municated to the children but
their frustration, arising from the
futile search, is also taken out on
them. The refusal of the
grownups to accept this reality
is detrimental to the welfare of
the child. Neither the child nor
the parent is afforded an oppor-
tunity to cope with this emo-
tional stress. There are thou-
sands of such families and situa-
tions to be addressed in the fu-
ture as the country moves to-
wards peace and reconciliation.

Children of missing soldiers
have similar experiences. They
too- grow up waiting and hoping
that one day their father will come
back. It is only an illusion and
temporary shelter to sooth the
emotional and psychological
trauma of the child. Unless the
reality is confronted and ac-
cepted the healing process will
not begin.

Children disabled by war and
armed conflict, mostly victims of
landmines, miss play, which is an
imported element in the life of the
growing child. When a child
misses play it means he or she
fails to express himself/herself
fully. Play is an integral part of a
child’s world and the play in
adulthood is the expression of
the child in the adult.

According to a survey con-
ducted by the White Pigeon
Movement there are about 11,455
children affected by landmines
according to the following
breakdown: Mullaitivu 6158,
Kilinochchi 4043, Mannar 1254.
Other areas were not covered in
this survey. All these chjldren are
below 16 years. ;

Loss due to landmines does in-

. “Peace cannot replace my mother or father; peace cannot replace my
lost innocence and childhood; peace cannot make me lovable and loved.
I am kept in an institution and I am not at home, I am charitably
maintained by the adult society in this institution but not lovingly. Peace
cannot give me a new future due to this irreplaceable past of mine.”

calculable damage to a child,

_g;hysically and psychologically.

he maimed child has difficulty
in integrating with society. He
or she is always bitter because

‘of the lack of opportunities in life

such as prospects for marriage,
family life and employment.

Armed conflict leaves deep
wounds in the physical, psycho-
logical and spiritual life of chil-
dren. Physical impact - especially
in the area of education, health
and food -

Standards of education of chil-
dren in the northeast have de-

clined due to educational insti-
tutions being occupied by the
securityl forces forcing chil-
dren out of school. Besides,
school buildings have been
destroyed or damaged, teach-
ing staff displaced due to
Contd. on page 11
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security and other reasons
and in the institutions continu-
ing to provide education, a se-
rious inadequacy in facilities in-
cluding a lack of study materi-
als and other equipment.

Bamini (14) of Jaffna who was
displaced many times with her
family says, “When we were
displaced, we did not have any
food to eat, no water to drink
and no place to stay... Every
time we were displaced, we
studied in different schools...
I have studied in seven schools
so far.”

Amidst fear and uncertainty
children from refugee camps
and displaced homes in iso-
lated and abandoned areas
peddled or walked to schools,
which sometimes meant a tree
shade or temporary hut. The
student population which stood
at 290,000 in 1990 dropped dras-
tically in the coming years and
{ was only 130,000 in 2000...
Among the other areas, (the)
education sector seems to be a
major constraint facing the de-
velopment officers. Even
though the army has vacated
most of the school buildings,
there still remains a lot to be
done. Teacher shortage, reha-
bilitation of war-torn buildings,
provision of drinking water,
sanitation facilities and physi-
cal resources to name a few.

A UNICEEF survey indicates
over 11,500 students do not go
to school regularly in the Jaffna
peninsula. Of that, 7809 have
dropped out permanently and
about 3946 do not attend most
of the time.

. In the Vanni, over 10,000 chil-
dren do not attend school and
others have polythene covered
sheds as schools. Surveys are
needed in other areas.

Just think of it. Every single
child in our country today was
born and has grown up experi-
encing the uncertainties, the
fears and the destructive terror
of armed conflict, either directly
or indirectly. Today we have
more than 270,000 internally
displaced children who lost
homes or had their families bru-
tally killed or torn away from
them. Thousands of them lost
either one or both parents.
Think of the near impossible
task of locating their relatives
or re-homing them in foster
homes.

Thousand of children are
killed every year as a direct re-
sult of fighting — from bullets,
knife wounds, bombs and
landmines. But many more chil-
dren die from malnutrition and
disease heightened by armed
conflict. Wars — many of them
in the world’s most impover-
ished regions — disrupt food
supplies and destroy crops and
agricultural infrastructure.
They wreck water and sanita-
tion systems along with health
services. And wars displace
whole populations, tearing
families and communities apart.
All these take immense physi-
cal and emotional toll on chil-
dren. Beset by malnutrition,
common childhood diseases
and opportunistic infections,

According to a survey conducted by the White Pigeon
Movement there are about 11,455 children affected by

landmines according to the following breakdown: Mullaitivu
6158, Kilinochchi 4043, Mannar 1254. Other areas were not

covered in this survey. All these children are below 16 years

children by the thousands fall
into a fatal spiral of failing health.
Some of the highest fatality rates
occur among children who have
been uprooted from their homes,
including those languishing in
camps for refugees and inter-
nally displaced.

Children in Sri Lanka are no ex-
ception to this rule. Due to the
economic embargo imposed on
the northeast many essential
goods were prohibited from be-
ing taken across. Prohibiting
medical goods have caused seri-
ous health problems. According
to health authorities the official
embargo on pharmaceuticals to
the north have caused the mor-
tality rate among infants and
pregnant mothers to increase by
nearly 18%, mortality rate among
children under five to increase by
nearly 18% and malnutrition
among under-12s which was at
4.3% in 1983 to go up to 40% in
2001. The death rate due to com-
mon diseases has increased due
to the shortage of drugs.

The war destroyed the
economy of the northeast. The
mainstay of the northeastern
economy is agriculture and fish-
eries. The war has demolished ir-
rigation systems and planted
paddy fields with landmines,
making fertilizer a rare commod-
ity and the land barren due to the
adverse impact of warfare on the
environment. The displacement
of fisher families and the damage
to fishing gear placed further re-
strictions on fishing. Children
whose parents depend on agris
culture and fishing to support the
family are impoverished due to
this.

The restriction imposed on the
movement of people and on the
transport system imposed fur-
ther constraints on the growth of
the economy. Whatever little was
produced could not be marketed
and goods from outside could
not be brought in.

Children who survive armed
conflict have to deal with the hor-
rors they have witnessed. War
undermines the very foundations
of children’s lives, destroying
their homes, splintering their
communities and shattering their
trust in adults. Children spared
the direct experience of violence
in armed conflict still suffer deep
emotional distress in the face of
the death or the separation of the
family members ang the loss of
friends... war affects every as-
pect of the child’s development
— physical, emotional, intellec-
tual, social and spiritual. Chil-
dren who have lived -through
conflict needpsychological sup-
port. Article 39 of the Conven-

tion of the Rights of Child guar-
antees the right of children to
psychological recovery and so-
cial integration following armed
conflict and other abusive expe-
riences.

Exposure to armed conflict also
contributes:@'to:"a  child’s
internalisation of the culture of
violence. Children take cues from
their adult caregivers, so when
they witness situations in which
the anxiety and vulnerability of
their parents is exposed, they
tend to become more fearful and
insecure themselves. Children
can also have difficulty under-
standing erratic, overly protec-
tive or authoritarian attitudes in
adults.

Symptoms arising from pro-
longed exposure to armed con-
flict are found among children in
Sri Lanka. There is hatred for an
unknown enemy - for the child
in the northeast it is the Sinha-
lese soldier; it could be otherwise
to children from the south. There
is bottled-up anger due to rea-
sons from loss of family members
to loss of property, culture etc.
Almost all the children in the
northeast have been deprived of
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ing that culture while degrading
the culture of the ‘other’ as op-
pressive. This creates false pic-
tures and images in children’s
minds. These constant one-sided
exposures without explaining
enough the causes of war and
their justification (if any), has
imparted wrong values in chil-
dren. Intense fear is another ex-
perience which children are
forced to cope with — fear of be-
ing killed, abducted, arrested, re-
peatedly displaced — all that have
led to a life of pessimism and
frustration.

Fieldwork conducted by a team
from the Butterfly Garden among
children affected by war from
four villages in Batticaloa re-
vealed the following: 41% had
personally experienced conflict-
related violence (e.g. home at-
tacked or shelled, shot at, beaten
or arrested). 53% had direct fam-
ily members killed violently, in-
cluding disappearances of fam-
ily members following abduction
or detention.

Ninety-five percent of the chil-
dren recalled events for which the
definition of PTSD applied (i.e.
personal experience or witness-
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Further, it has also raised

questions in the minds of the

_children of the purpose and meaning

of religion and God. Can God
protect us from suffering? Why can’t

He prevent disaster? Where is God
in the face of death of loved ones?
Failing to understand manmade

misery and suffering, children tend

to blame God for it and have moved

him out of their lives

clothing, education and medi-
cine. The impact and effect of
being deprived and knowing the
consequences of the deprivation
has disturbing effect on the
child.

Further, the child in the north-
east has had a lopsided exposed
to one culture — songs, plays
and public performances glorify-

ened death, serious injury, threat
to integrity of self or others).
92% of these events were di-
rectly conflict-related, as distinct
from domestic violence or acci-
dent. - Severe (20%) and moder-
ate (39%) levels of post-trau-
matic psychological distress
were found, as well as similar lev-
els of depression and unresolved

grief reactions. Many children
disclosed experiences and
shared emotions previously
withheld from others. This sur-
vey in just four villages among
170 children is a pointer to the
psychological and emotional
imbalance that exists in the chil-
dren affected by war.

Impact of this armed conflict
in the spiritual life of children

In any culture the place of
worship is a sacred one. When
everything fails and falls apart,
the human spirit longs to find
solace and remedy to troubles
and suffering before of his/her
favourite deity. Therefore, the
place of worship is very impor-
tant in the social, cultural and
spiritual life of a society.

The occupation by the armed
forces of places of worship has
made these centres inaccessible
for the adults and children. Fur-
ther, it has also raised questions
in the minds of the children of
the purpose and meaning of re-
ligion and God. Can God pro-
tect us from suffering? Why
can’t He prevent disaster?
Where is God in the face of
death of loved ones? Failing to
understand manmade misery
and suffering, children tend to
blame God for it and have
moved him out of their lives.

It is an enormous task that
faces adults in dealing with
children affected by armed con-
flict in Sri Lanka. The important
question that one needs to ask
is about oneself. What can I
do individually within my ca-
pacity and ability? Each one of
us has a duty to contribute to
this process of peace and rec-
onciliation building. Thereafter,
men and women of goodwill
can come together to form in-
terested groups for collective
action. What can be done col-
lectively at church/organiza-
tional level to be then trans-
ferred to the national level?
What can be done nationally
with other partners engaged in
similar programmes?

The world is not silent and
people of goodwill in our coun-
try are not silent either. There
are many actively involved in
rehabilitation and reconcilia-
tion:—“1: s came’acress  a
programme or plan of action
spelt out by the UNICEF: Chil-
dren: Zones of peace and I find
much needed material there for
action planning depending on
capacity and expertise.

I do not intend elaborating
what has already been said in
the above-mentioned chart of
action of the UNICEEF to protect
our children from future and fur-
ther armed conflict. We could
be partners in this programme.

Sri Lanka on ratifying the
Convention on the rights of chil-
dren, submitted its initial report
to the UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child and the com-
mittee gave a list of recommen-
dations on 21 June 1995'¢. These
could be of use in planning fu-
ture action for children’s welfare
in Sri Lanka. The UN committee
is now considering the next re-
port submitted by the Govern-

“ment of Sri Lanka. (Concluded)
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re our development

Mannar ’s Manthai Salt Ltd.

By D. Sivardm

efore the Eelam wars began

the salterns in the northeast

produced enough salt to
meet the needs of Sri Lanka. Elephant
Pass and Kurinchathivu were the
largest of these. The other salt pro-
duction facilities were in Chemmani,
near Jaffna town, in Mannar town,
in Nilaveli and Kumburupiddy in
Trincomalee. There was a large salt
pan west of Batticaloa town during
the Dutch and early British periods.
Colonial records indicate that this
saltern was the main source of salt
supply to the Kandyan kingdom
then.

'The northern salterns produced
the best quality salt in the island with
a sodium chloride content of 98 per-
cent. Until the Sri Lanka army took
over the large area containing the
salt pans of Elephant Pass and
Kurinchathivu in 1990, more than
85,000 metric tons of salt were pro-
duced there annually.

To get the two facilities back on
their former footing, 800 to 1000 mil-
lion rupees would be required, offi-
cials say.

The Paranthan chemical factory
produced export quality sodium
chloride thanks to the inexhaustible

supply of salt from the pans of El-
ephant Pass and Kurinchathivu
which were nearby. (The Paranthan
chemical factory was totally de-
stroyed in the war)

The only saltern in the northeast to
survive the war was the one in Mannar
town now called Manthai Salt Ltd. On
paper all the salterns in the northeast
today come under the administration
of Manthai Salt.

The British brought all salt produc-
tion in Sri Lanka under their control in
1938 with the establishment of the Salt
Department in the wake of the ‘salt
satyagraha’ by Mahatma Gandhi in
India.

The Salt Department was made the
National Salt Corporation in 1966. All

- salterns in Sri Lanka were under the

corporation before 1990. That year,
under World Bank and IMF steered
deregulation of the island’s economy,
the Sri Lankan government formed the
Lanka Saii Company under the super-
vision of the Public Enterprises Re-
form Commission (PERC).

Under this program, the Mannag
saltern was divested and reconstituted
as Manthai Salt Ltd. As the PERC
could not supervise the privatisation
of all the salterns in the northeast,
these were brought under Mapthai Salt
Ltd in 1990~ i

Despite deprivations caused by

Pic by D. Sivaram

the war, the deregulatiort under the
PERC has inereased pressure on the
privatised salt companies to be-
come self sustaining and profit
making.

But for the Manthai Salt Ltd, lo-
cated in Mannar town, it is an uphill
task. In 1991 and 92 the ‘company’
had to cease production completely
as a consequence of the war. It limped
on with minimal output until 1997
when it was able to get its act to-
gether with a loan of 400,000 rupees
from the government agent (GA),
Mannar. In 2000 February, the GA
handed over the company’s admin-
istration to the Federation of
Fishermen’s Societies in Mannar.

The Ministry for Rehabilitation
and Reconstruction in the northeast
took over Manthai Salt in October
2001, barely two months before the
general elections. The United Na-
tional Front government brought the
company under the ministry of in-
dustries. (Technically all the slatterns
in the northeast are under the pur-
view of Prof. G. L Pieris)

“We cannot run profitably as in the
past unless we increase our produc-
tion. -To expand it’s out capacity,
‘Manthai Salt’ needs capital invest-
ment”, says K. Arumugaswamy, the
regional manager in charge of the
Mannar saltern.

K. Arumugaswamy

Manthai Salt now depends for its
survival on handouts from the trea-
sury and limited sales in a highly com-
petitive market. Privately owned
smaller salterns in Puttalam produce
and market salt at a much lower prices.
Some of these brands which are mar-
keted as iodised salt contain no io-
dine content at all.

“If you do not add iodine, you
save money and can afford to sell at
2 .tlower price,” ' ‘obscives
Arumugaswamy.

A person requires 150 micrograms
of iodine per day to remain healthy.

Unit coast of production is high
at Manthai Salt

because the company, being a semi
government concern, has to maintain
the wage structure and work force
according to standards inherited
from the public enterprise system.

The regional manager says that if
production is doubled with adequate
capital input then the cost of produc-
tion would come down.

“To achieve this we need 30-40

million rupees capital investment.
Then-we can run at profit,”
Arumugaswamy says.

Currently the Mannar saltern
produces 2500-3500 metric tonnes
of salt annually depending on the
extent of rainfall. (Production
ceases during the rains)

The annual consumption of salt
in Mannar is around 800 metric
tonnes only, most of it used for
making dried fish. “We can market
the rest competitively even amid
the current salt imports from
Tuticorin in India if we have the
capital to expand,”
Arumugaswamy argues.

Salt is a valuable resource that is
available in plenty in the northeast.
A development and rehabilitation
plan to get out salt industry going
is a must today.

But the big question is: ‘are our
development strategists worth
their salt?’
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