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It is with great pleasure
that I welcome you all to the
51st Sessions of the Jaffna Dio-
cesan Council of the Chureh of
South India.
years, only the declegates from
Churches within the peninsula
attended the sessions Today we
are very happy to see delegates
from Colombo also attending
the sessions. This indicates that
very soon we will see the dawn
in our midst.

For the pust two

When we held outr ‘sessions
last year, Bishop D J. Ambala-
vanar was in our midst. In that
meeting I said, that we had
few founder members Viz Bishop
S. Kulandren, the Rev J. J. Rat-
narajah and Mr. S, S Selvadurai
were  present. at - the . 40th
Sessions  but
have all gone beyond the veil.
Then, Bishop D.J Ambalavanar
corrected me and said, that Mrs.

today they

Ruth Bunker one of the founder
members was still with us and
that we must send our greetings
to her. When I went to America
last year, I spoke to her and con-
veyed to her the greetings of

the Diocesan Councii

some  here
today, who are older to Bishop

There may be

Ambalavanar, but no - one can
demy that only he was the bridge
between the old and the new,

Today we are here to continue
his work as a new generation.

We are about to enter into a
new era with the prayer of
psalmist ‘O Loerd God, thou art
our refuge from

generation to
generation®’

At this juncture, it;is necessary .

te look behind as well as to look
forward. Prophet Jeremiah said
stand at the cross - roads and

N

look and ask for the ancient
pa'ths Where the good way ljes:
and walk in it and find the
rest. for your souls (Jer 6: 16
NRSV) Accordmg to the Reve-
lation the
seated on the /throne said ‘See

one who was

1 am making all things new’
(Rev. 21;5 NRSV). Therefore let
us accept both the old and the
new and. continue the Lords

work.

The time in which we live
is a period of suffering. ~ Be-
cause of the war situation in
our country 90% of the familes
in our areas are not living to-
gether. Yet we can be proud of
the fact, that we are living in
such a time when changes are
taking place at ljghtening speed.
Todéy we are seeing diverse
changes similar to what occurred

ir 1930s and 40S. One day
we will take pride in saying
that we lived during this critical

and crucial time.

It will be a great thing to
claim -that we livec with p2ople
of ‘this eountry when there was
danser. Barathithasan als» said
**the hands those played in the
cruel valley of - death are our

hands of victory’”.

Crises give us new oppor-
tunites as well. Thej task that
God -gave us
best use ofy these opportunities.
When we celebrated the birth
annivc;sary_ of Daniel Poor in
1@89, Eelanadu Daily, in its
edxtorlal stated, ‘Th‘ough tk}e
Amerxcan Missionaries came here
to propagate Christianity actually
they gave

is to male the

they. came it was a new country
even today if you go there - you

"o s, . et
e SIS T T

can seeythat they like nove]ty

the 'new country,s,
ideals values and 1mpctus When

Arya Dravida PV S

Awards Titleg

Three Tamil Schools of Jx-
ffna were given titles at a co-
lourful ceremony of the ARYA
DRAVIDA BHASHA VIRUTTI
Sangam on Saturday the 7¢h
March

The scholars honoured: were,
(1) Pandit Arumugam  Title —
PULAVAR MANI
(2)Pandit Kandiah Title— PAN-

DITHA MANI

(3) Pandit Namasivayam Title —
MAHA VIDWAN

The citation was given by
Pandit Kadambeswaran and
the Chief Guest was the
Rt. Rev. Dr. s.
C.S.1

The function took place at
Vaideeswara Vidyalaya Jaffna.

Jebanesan
Bishop in Jaffna.
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and have the desire for achie-
vement,

We must prepare ourselves
to step into 21st Century. We
must think what our plans
would be for the next 10years
How we are going
ourselves to the computer eia3
New problems and new oppor
Thbat is how they like

to prepare

tunities --
to think.

However we also must ses
the ancient things It is essential
to learn and teach the concepts
and the statutes of conduct which
the American Missionarics spread.
If we dont do this then we
would have f;'iilpd in our duty.
It is very essential to remind
the people of Jaffna the sacrifice
toil and blood which they of
fered to us Our Seminary,
‘““Morning Star”’ and and Jaffna
University can involve themsel-
ves im this task. It is com-
mendable that Jaffna Unlversny
has included in its G. A. Q.
Syllabus the book “‘BROKEN
HEART which describes the
good works done by the American
Missionaries.

(Contd to page 3)

‘Manipay for a

New Member of the
University Council

The University Grants Com-
mission has nominated, Rev.
Dr. Justin Gnanapragasam Prin-
cipal i S¢. Henrys College
Illavalai  as member of  the
University Council a5 from
January = 1998.

New  Airline
A new - Air - Line called
‘“MONARA ATR SERVICES’’
is flying . bétween Colombo and
Jaffna. They began their flights
on Monday the 2ad March.

Mahaluxmy Stores., Stanley
Road, Jaffna. s their agents
Hitherto only one Air line called

Lion: Air was flving * between
Colombo-" and Jaffna. The -
reduced

Air fare is now
5,°400/-.

to Rs.

Flrst Woman Mayor
Mrs.  Sarojini Yogeswaran
the First Woman Mayor of
Jaffna  assumed dutles .at her
most auspxcxous time on Wed-

nesday lhe 11th March.

Conference on
Literature

Sangam

A conference on
Literature is

San'gam
organised by'the
Research Centre - Thara-
mani, Madras. Prof A . San;-
mugadas Dr (Mrs) A. Sanmu-
gadas, Prof N. Subramanla
Iyer and Dr. S. vaalmgara_]ah
have been ' invited for this
which  will start
28th March.

BpDJA

~ Remembered

A prayer meeting at
Mission Cemetry Uduvil was
conducted on the 70th blrthday
of the Ilate Bishop Ambala-
vanar which was 28th Febry-
ary 1998.

Tamil

conference
on thé

B

Earlier in the evening his
.close friends and relations
assembled | at. Mission House,

thanksgiving
prayer.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Sir

*

_ Mr.
He possessed an. icy,:

.precise mind

To:

The News Edit r,
““Morning Star”’
Jaffna,

S M Chclvanayagam" never let the Tamiis down.

and a translucsnt persona|

‘intergrity. Those qualitics enabled T'hanthai: Chelva to establish

the Eelam Tamil nation:

Prior to Thanihai Chelva the

Tamil

. 'leadgrs spoke of how the Tamil pzople could live and work
~ tagether . with. the Sinhalese’ -and the other cammunities in a
united Ccylon whereas Thanthai Chelva, the prophet, realised

that this was not. possible:'And so he proceeded to place
on a solid foundation the Eelam Tamil Nation that he
‘created, separate and dlStht He did not establish a poli.
tically 1ndﬂpendent soverem. state. .But as a first step he
madeé the Tamil spe akmg pe oplcs rcg,a;d themselves as a nation .
No other Tamll lcader either befors or -after independence
. was able” achieve what at  first scemed and objective
‘impossiblc to accomplish‘.' :

: So. the greatful Eelam Tamll natxon whom. . he created
is getting ready to pay homage 1o _Thanthai. Chelva by making
elaborate arrangements to: observe hxs Birth Centenary as from

March 3lst, “1998

08

On ‘March 3lst 199’8 Tuesday at 10 .00 a.
will 'be offered at the 80 Thanthai Chelva Memorla!

m. f{lowers
Column

The Jaffna Chrlstlan Umon is making arrangements to, conduct

a thanks gwmg service for
at. John’s the Baptist
worshiped while he
the

Christian: Union to’

was a

Nathaswaram

the
Church where Thanthai
student at St.
Rev. S Milton,

obtain the full details of the service).

the  music Thanthaj

life of Thanthai Chelva
Cbclva had
John’s College:

the Secrtary of the Jaffn.

Chelva loved most

will become the: promment featurc at the Ccntenary Ce]ebratxons

Jaffnaz-

a, news item

; Kmdly include this as in your
next: issue
! . Thanking you.
251 Racen ' Raadiy <o 000 0 “Yours Truly
 Chundikuli ' (.S,' A. THRMARATNAM)
120-03298" e

e ™l ™ ™ ™ ™ ™ ™™l

Examlnatlon Success

Our readers wnll be
happy to knmow that Mrs, K_
Bavasingham has passed the
M. Phil Examination of the
University of the Jaffna.

__thésis on
of H. A.
Viva-Voce
conducted

She wrote her
the poetical
Krishnapillai.

works
The
‘ “was
on' 26 - 01 - 1998.
Mrs.
popular
Hixlidu
Cliéige 2.

Bavasingham is a
teacher of Tamil and
and: 15 n
of the tertiary .educa-
Uduvil

Culture

Programme * at

Girls College-

"

"_"—mmw

Workers Thank

Principals
: The workers of the Jaffna
Diocese " of “the Church of
A ::‘lIn.dga who*
Vaddukoddai for thei¥” union
meeting resolved tp thank Dr¢
(Miss) C. V. %lllah; Principal,
Girls’ Uduvil
Mr. G. Rajanayagam Princip.él,
Jaffna  College, Vaddukoddai
for. the gifts of badges .
colourful

Sbuth met at

College and

and

51st

the Diocesan* Council:

during the. Sessions * of

stoles given to them .:

HEINTEN =

MIDIFATION

Watch and Pray that

already

o_ur: Lord had
‘entered into_v'His«Passion when

He spoke these words. Going
out of the Upper Room after
the last supper, He arrived
whith = His . Apostles _at the--
Gdrdm -of Getlisemane - which
was to be .the scene 'of -that
terrible agony - of soul. He
chose .three of them to be
His c6mpanions during that

agony, the three who had also
witnessed His glonaus transfi-
guration, Peter James and John.
They must have seen-that He

was in great distress of soul,

but their eyeés were heavy with -

sleep and so, after 'His first
hour of prayer, He found them
Could . you not watch
one thh mg 73 He
3t Peter: Then He warns
all to watch and pray. Again
they ignore His
return to sleep,
to - 'face - His

asleep

hour asks

warning and
leaving Him

agony alone.

Had
warning

they
they might.not. have

fled in the moment of: supreme * °

trial, His
Passion without* them. Peter,
especially, might have wén the
grace to confess his Master
openly at the court: of the
High Priest  instead: of ‘igno-'
miniously dénying'with an oath
that he ‘had “ anything to .d‘o
with Jesus. Surely there is a

leaving Him to face

great lesson for us in this
scene and m 4. Qur  Lord’s
‘words! - Prayer -is=a duty, not-.

necessarily a pleasure. God,

ye enter not

Sake’ “an

. important as our
them *

"‘They have a
bgcause

temptation
Mt - 24 : 41

into

as our Creator, has g
to the homag: of our prayet.
because H=: is God and
also because we depend - .on
Him for all that we \,'..ha.ve[
If we wish to be fait hfu
to that consccration of our

selves to Him which we made

our

in Buptism then we dare not

omit or neglect this obligation.
Yet how few of us ever truly
effort to give God.
the homage of

well

real
said in a spirit of reco-
Ilection! Sometimes it is mere
this
the
so far

laziness which  prompts
neglect; at others it s
feeling that God is

away and that we

many
e e Lo

have so
other
Yet

important things
nothing is -so
life of  pra-
paid full
to it what a differ—

it would make in

yeri . Ifasve- ireally
attention
ence our

lives!

, ..+.. David Creenstock
listened to  Hig .

NO DEW IN JAFFNA

used ' to
months

February which

‘be one of the cotdest
in Jaffna turned out to be
hot month this year It app-
ears as if April weather has
come in February. The paddy
cultivators however are happy'.
good

of balanced rain
Dew which
gingily
disappeared.

crop,
las¢

is necessary
completely

year.

for has

of  January and February.

ri;ghr'ﬁ' i

prayer,

There had been
little or no rains in the months i

~

P

S
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Skandapuranam and Pilgrims

Progress

=

years ago Pandita-
remar-

Some
Kanapathipillai,

and philosophy of early Puri-
tans were no doubt that of
Pilgrims Progress. For the
English Course at the Seminary
they prescribed BUNYAN and
Milton but not Shakespeare
and Alexander Pope.

The first tramslation of
Pilgrim Progress was made by
Rev. Levi Spaulding the Ame-
rican Missionary. This transla-
tion inspired poet Krishnapillai
to compose bhis @i saww
wréShfsd Even mow in some
Christian Homes of Jaffna we

oxgini can find some 19:h Century
ked that the culture of Jaffna iy s
editions of Pilgrims Progress.

is  Skandapuranam culture.
There is not the  slightest The  nineteenth century
doubt that the religion and witnessed the struggle betweep
philosophy of the Tamils in Skandapuranam culture and
Sri- Lanka are the Religion the culture of Pilgrims Progress
and Philosophy of  Skanda Eventhough Skandapuranam
Puranam. The hero of this triumphed ultimately the values
epic is Lord Skanda  the enshrined in Pilgrims progress
younger son of Lord Shiva and the poems of Milton
and Parwathy. definitely influenced the peopl,

: ! of Jaffna, including the Saiva

But in the nineteenth b
T 3 Miciian Revivalists. Jaffna owes much
>an Mission- .

century. o merm.dn ; to Bunyan, Milton and Longfe-
aries introduced into Jaffna e
the culture of Bunyan’s *'Pil-
grims Progress’> The religion

Bishop.......
( Contd. from Page 1)

The American Missionaries
in Ceylon worksd among Tamils
only. The Anglican and Metho-
dist Churches have many influen-
cial personalities. among them
but we do not have such dig-
nitaries. They have erected many
memorials for their missionaries
through the Sinhala Government.
It grieves us when we realize
that we havent donc much to
those who sacrificed their lives
among us Therefore we m: st
work hard to
for them.

erect memorials

First we must look forward
and have a clear vision as to
where we should work in future.

- : S
The pride of expanding to Kili-
nochchi, Vavuniya and Batticaloa
the church that once was con-

fjned to the peninsula goes to our

former Bishop De J- Ambalava-
nar, Because of his distant vison-
we are able to work in many
parts of Sri Lanka. Our focus
of attention in future should
be the Ceuntral Hills. We have

already sent one worker to Nu-

waraelia. The encouragement
given by people there is very
good. We have already started
a Day Care Centre at Labukelle
We have plans to set up a chil-
drens Home in Kottagala soon.
The Church of South India has
a right and duty to work among

the people of Central Hill s

Secondly it is necessary to
expand our work in Colombo.
The Girls Hostel established
there due ot the efforts of our
Bishop is functioning
well now. It is necessary to
estabhish a library and boys
hostel in memory of Bishop
D J. Ambalavanar. The estima-
ted cost is circa Rs. 4) million
We must work hard for this
purpose. The housing problem
for youth will be solved te
some extent when this hostel
is set up. Miss. Carol Arulnan-
tham will submit a proposul to
the Synod Working committee
when it meets on March 12th
I also believe that we will be
able to make decisions at this
the purchase of

former

ession about
a land for this purpose.

FIVE SUNDAY SCHOOL

TEACHERS HONOURED

Five Sunday School Teac-
hers of the Diocese who had
served as Sunday School teach-
ers for more than twentyfive
years were honcured during
the Jubilee celebrations. They
were garlanded by Mrs §. .
Jebanesan. The Bishop thanked
them profusely and presented
gifts on behalf of the ‘Reli-
gious Education Board. The
five teachers are, Miss S.
S. Selvadurai of Vaddukoddai,

Mrs C. N. Selvaratnam of
Tellipalai, Mrs Ranji Joshua
of Uduvil, Miss S Vaithia-

nathan of Delft and Miss E.
Selliah of Navaly.

Mannar Catholic Bishop
Visits Jaffna,

The Rt. Rev. Rayappu
Joseph, Bishop of Mannar of
the Roman Catholic Church
visited Jaffna recently. In an
mterview to ¢ ‘Pathukavalar’®
a Catholic Tamil Weekly, he
said, that he visited Jaffna to
see the condition of people
in Jaffna who returned after

the displacement.
He wanted ali those displa-
ced to come back to Jaffna

and settle in their own villages.
All must come back and join

hands in rebuilding the society.

On the contrary, living here
and there as a displaced so-
citey, would bring in more
sufferings on individuals and
On society. People here may
face some  difficulties and
undergo sufferings Yet living

together will be advantageous
to the entire Tamil community
The Bishop also visited the
Island of Delft, his birth place.

Thirdly, the educational
standard of our workers should
be raised. Most of the English
educated Pastors have left
the country. Dr. Samuel Fg
Green who realized this pro -
blem as far back as 1848
conducted his medical classes
A Tamil. Today Jaffna Uni-
lversity and Tamil Nadu Theo-

logical Seminary in Madurai
vave facilities to provide
higher education in Tamil. We

are happy that Rev. A. Theva-
kunananthan and Rev. Milton
Solomon, two of our Seminary
graduates will be graduates of

Jaffna University soon. We must.
( Contd. to Page 4)
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Jaffna College
Sports Meet

The Anuual Inter - house Athletic Meet of Jaffna College
Primary School was held in the Bicknell Field on Friday 6th
March, 1998 at2 30 p.m. Mrs. Chandra Pathmapalan, Principal
Nuffield School for Deaf and Blind was the Chief Guest. Hitch-
cock House emerged Champions

The Annual Interhouse Athletic Meet of the Senior School
was held in the Bicknell Field on Saturday 7th March 98 at
2.30 p.m.

Mr. M. Thirunavukkarasu, District Judge
Chief Guest.

The meet started with the playing of the college Band
followed with lighting of the Olympic Torch.

The main attraction was the gymnastic display by the Levi
Spaulding Boys’ Home Squad, which iscluded Jumping through
a ring of fire. Mrs. Thirunavukarasu gave away the Trophies &
Cups

Mallakam was the

The ranking of the houses.
t1) Brown House.

(2) Hastings House
(3) Abraham House

(4) Hitchcock House.
Relay Champions were Brown House while Tug of war
champions were Hitchcock House.
The Individual champions - :
Boys Under /2 S*'Luxmikanthan 2

]

Hitchcock House

S 13 K.Sulaxan - Abraham house

& 15 T Nishanthan — Hastings house

e 17 J.Luxman - Brown house
S.Sathees - Brown house
S.Ninintharuban - Hastings house

e 19 S.Muthukumar - Abraham house
R.Kugan - Hitchcock house
T.Uthayekumar - Hastings house 4

Post Seniors V.Kirubakaran — Brown house
Girls Under 12 N.Uma - Hastings house
,» 13 K.Krishniya - Brown house
.,' 15 V.Sivagini - Hitchcock house
e LT Ya¥aling Brown house
s, 19 N.Sarojiii

|

Hastings house

New Text For
G.AQ

‘“Norungunda [Ithayam'’'—
the Tamil novel written by
Mangalanayagam Thambiah in
1914 has become part eof the
Tamil Syllabus of the first in
Arts (G'A.Q) Examination of
the University of Jaffna.

A reprint of this book was
made in 1997 by the Christian
Institute for the study of Rel-
igion and Society Jaffna, und-
er the guidance ot Dr S.Sivali-
ngarajah, Senior Lecturer in
Tamil <¢*Norungunda Ithayam?®‘
is one of the earliest Tamil.
novels written in Sri—Lanka.

The author Mrs. Mangala-
nayagam Thambiah was the
daughter of Mr & Mrs. J. W.
BARR KUMARAKULASINGHE
MUDALIYAR, husband of Rev:

Issac Thambiah and an aunt .

of Mrs. S.J.V Chelvanayagam

WHITE JSCORPIANS, |
TAKE THEIR TOLL

Wite scorpians (velli poor-
an) have stung a number of
people in the Vadamaradchy
area. Three persons have died
in this arca by white Scorpiang
bite during the month of Feb-
ruary.

DURAIYAPPH STADIUM
OPENED

The reconstructed Duraiya-
ppah stadium, Jafrna was cer-
emonially opened on Monday

2nd March Brigadier Susantha
Mendis, Commanding Officer,

Jaffna, Mr.K.Shanmuganathan,
Govt. Agent, Prof. Balasundram
pillai  Vice Chancellor and
Religious Dignitaries participa-
ted at the function. Brigadier
Shantha Kotagcda Commanding
Officer, Valigamam was the
Chief Guest at this funcion.

oy

(Contd. from page 3)

Bishop......

create a generation of Tamil
educated scholors i.e. a
generation of Jaffna University

intellectuals amongst us.

'Fourthly, the plight of
should be taken
into comnsideration. Our Voca-
txonal;, Training Centres help
the ‘women to some extent.
However, we are unable to
provide them with comprehensive
service which the Roman Catholic
Church is able to, through
their establishments. Today, the
problems of women affect oufl
society to great extent. The

our women

Post Seniors N.Kalathevy Abraham house

IN MEMORIUM

1st Death Anniversary

Mrs. Enid Smathanarani Arnold.
Wife of Late Rev J. V.J. Arnold”
Born 25th July 1909 T
Calle to Rest 22nd February 1997
‘““Fought a good fight of Eaith
Ran a good Race
Received the Crown of Glory,,

Children, Grand Children !
and Great Grand Chlldren 1

women leaders of the Church
should take this into censi-
deration and draw plans to
uplift the status of
Many organizations are willing
to help us in these program-
mes.

women

Fifth, We must revive our
Hospitals. The midical mission
is part and parcel of our
Diocese. I have talked to
our Medical professionals in
this regard. They feel that
Inuvil McLeod Hospital "should
be made a model maternity
Home and Manipay  Green
Memorial Hospital should be
uplifted as a General Hospital
with all modern facilities and a
well equipped Medical Labor-

atory. It .is essential that we
should implement this plan.
Our Diocese is connected

with higher education for the
past 175 years. So the sixth
point I wish to stress is that
we should never give up ourl
service of providing  higher
education. One-day, we should
run a higher Educational Ins-
titution in Jaffna. It is ess-
ential that we should work
in collaboration with the offi-
cials of Jiffna College to
make this a reality. It is a
responsibility placed on wus to
provide English Courses to
our - Society.

Better ralationship  with
Anglican and Methodist Chur-
ehes should be the seventh
point of focus today. The
present  leadership of  both
Anglican and Methodist Churches
are maintaining a cordial rela-
tionship with us. It should be our
desire that we maintain mutual
relationship at all levels.

~ I place these thoughts
before you. Only with your
support and encouragemeng

implemented.
advices are
very essential. Therefore, I
end my charge with the hope
that you will

views even now,

can these be
Your views and

express your
during the
course of thesc Diocesan

Sessions.
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