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Public pressure on Tigers for
slow return to normality

By a Staff Correspondent

Tamil National Alliance (TNA)
parliamentarians are expected to
take up for discussion the short-
comings in the implementation of
the Ceasefire Agreement (CA)
when they meet the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) hi-
erarchy in Kilinochchi today.

This follows another meeting
that was held a few weeks ago
where both parties agreed to
draw up strategies to cooperate
closely to implement common ob-
jectives.

The TNA is expected to meet
the Tigers’ theoretician and chief
negotiator Dr. Anton
Balasingham who arrived in the
island for consultations with
T TE leader Velupillai
Prabhakaran ahead of talks in
Tokyo later this month. At their
last meeting the TNA met with
an LTTE delegation led by the

head of the Tiger political wing S.
P. Thamilchelvam.

Sources within the TNA said the
LTTE too seemed very keen on

working out strategies to expedite

the process of normalisation due
to the pressure they seemed to be
experiencing from the public,
which had gone through years of
privation and was getting further
restless as it continued to live in
sub-human conditions as refu-
gees and the displaced.

“Any forward progress is being
hemmed in by lack of
normalisation,” he told the North-

. eastern Herald adding that even

development that was a right was
being impeded by the
government’s lethargy in permit-
ting conditions of normality from
returning.

TNA parliamentarians believe
that in the event the movement to-
wards normality stagnates or takes
an inordinate amount of time, there

will be very little justification for
the LTTE and the by extension the
Tamils, to remain in the peace pro-
Cess:

He said there was very little ben-
efit going to accrue to the Tamils
if there was no concerted effort to
relieve the burdens imposed on.the

them before discussing core i$-

sues, which are expected to

touched upon at the forthcoming -

round of talks.

He said in relation to the peace
process and the lack of
normalisation, the report by Gen-
eral Satish Nambiar (rtd.) would
also be reviewed if it were ready
by that time.

Sources said that even at the last
meeting in Kilinochchi the LTTE
had expressed dissatisfaction with
the politics of the south. This per-
tained mainly to the lack of con-
sensus between the two main par-
ties on co-habitation and the gen-
eral principles of what could be

given to the Tamils.

“The Tamils have to translate
that by placing themselves in con-
text. This only means that the in-
security in their own lives will con-
tinue because of the lack of con-
sensus between the southern par-

“ties,” he said.

He $aid a telling example of the
lack of normality in the northeast
was evident in the lives of fisher-
men who are a substantial part of
the Tamil population. Despite the
solemn promises given by the
navy, fishermen who went out to
sea at night could not return till
daylight hours, a situation made
worse by the choppy seas along
the northeastern coast.

The navy had earlier allowed
certain areas to utilised by fisher-
men returning at night despite
most of the northeast coastline
taking on the character of a re-
stricted zone due to the army and
navy camp in close proximity. “But

:

these promises are not imple-
mented,” he said.

He said there was a possibility
of matters pertaining to the PTA
and the release of political pris-
oners also coming up at the talks
with the LTTE. There are 54 de-
tainees staging a hunger strike
at Kalutara prison at present.

At the last meeting in
Kilinochchi, the two parties
agreed to appoint a four-member
committee of TNA parliamentar-
ians were to have consultative
regular monthly meetings on the
approaches to adopt on press-
ing issues at hand withA
Thamilchelvan.

R. Sampanthan or Maavai
Senathirajah (TULE);
Gajendrakumar Ponnampalam
(ACTC), Selvam Adaikalanathan
or M. K. Sivajilingam (TELO) and
N. Sivasakthi Anandan (EPRLF -
Suresh, Faction) were appointed
to this consultative committee.
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Soldier, constable in
LTTE custody released

Sri Lanka Armay (SLA) soldier,
Lance Corporal Nimal Kumara and
Reserve Police Constable Philip
Anandasekara who were in Lib-
eration Tigers’ (LTTE’s) custody
were released today in Kilinochchi
to the Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission(SLMM) following a
meeting with the LTTE leaders
and the members of the SLMM,
sources in Kilinochchi said.

LTTE leader Velupillai
Pirapaharan agreed to the release
when he met with Major General
(Retd.) Tryggve Tellefsen and
Major General (retd) Trond
Furuhovde at the Kilinochchi
LTTE Secretariat Wednesday,
sources in Kilinochchi said. The
meeting lasted from I lam to 1 pm
sources added.

Leader of the LTTE'’s peace ne-

gotiation team, Anton
Balasingham, and LTTE political
head S.P.Thamilchelvan also par-
ticipated in the meeting.

The SLMM team took the re-
leased personnel to Colombo im-
mediately after they were released,
sources said.

Nimal Kumara was taken into
custody by the LTTE on 24 Decem-
ber when he tresspassed into LTTE
controlled region in Manal Aaru
while being armed. He was pro-
duced in Tamileelam courts follow-
ing which the Kilinochchi court
judge ordered him remanded.

LTTE took Anandasekara into cus-
tody 20 February when he entered
into LTTE checkpoint in Muhamalai
in police uniform. The Kilinochchi
judge ordered him remanded until
investigations were completed.

MP demands removal of
Periyaneelavanai checkpoint

The Tamil National Alliance
(TNA) Member of Parliament
(MP) from the Ampara district, Mr.
A. Chandraneru, has requested in
a letter to the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister, Mr. Ranil
Wickremasinghe, that the police
checkpoint operating from the
Cultivation Services Office at
Periyaneelavanai in the Ampara
district should be removed,
sources said.

Periyaneelavanai is located 34
km south of Batticaloa town at the
border between the Ampara and
Batticaloa districts and has tradi-
tionally been a Tamil village. The
police checkpoint was created at
the Cultivation Services Office
building in 1990, citing the need
for security to the neighboring
Maruthamunai village, which is
predominantly Muslim. As a re-
sult, the Cultivation Services Of-
fice was temporarily shifted to
another location and it has re-
mained there ever since.

There is a Hindu temple and a
school in front of the police post.
The presence of the police post has
created several problems for stu-
dents attending the school and
devotees visiting the temple.

The public in the area has pointed
out these facts to the MP and has
stressed the need for the withdrawal
of the police post from this loca-
tion. Moreover, the Department of
Cultivation Services has also re-
quested that the police should with-
draw from the building. Mr.
Chandraneru’s letter to the PM
cites these demands.

Meanwhile, the Sri Lanka Mus-
lim Congress parliamentarian, Mr.
H.M.M. Haris, has written to the
Kalmunai Deputy Superintendent
of Police that the .checkpoint
should not be removed, saying the
removal would undermine the se-
curity of the Muslim people. This
competing demand has delayed the
removal of the checkpoint, sources
said.

Hunger strikers want cases
transferred to Northeast

A standoff is brewing between 54
prisoners on hunger strike detained
in Kalutara jail that are demanding their
cases be transferred to courts in the
northeast, and the state, which is con-
tinuing to hold hearings in the South
and unwilling to listen to their pleas.

The striking prisoners, all held un-
der the PTA, are demanding their
cases be shifted to High Courts in the
northeast in the belief that they would
be concluded expeditiously due to
fewer cases being tried in the north-
eastern High Courts than those in the
south, informed sources told the
Northeastern Herald.

Human rights activists said how-
ever there was a dilemma because the
hunger strikers were demanding trans-
fers of cases in offences they had com-
mitted in and were indicted for in the
south. “Those who on hunger strike
are indicted in the so-called major
cases that are being heard in courts
outside the northeast because of-
fences were allegedly committed out-
side the northeast,” the human rights
activist, who wished to remain anony-
mous, said.

The cases include those indicted in

the Dehiwela bomb blast, Neelan
Tiruchelvam killing, Dalada Maligawa
bomb blast and others that come
within the category of major offences.

A human rights lawyer said this did
nor mean courts did not have juris-
diction to transfer cases because till
about five years ago indictments were
served in the Colombo courts for of-
fences committed in the northeast:
therefore the converse was possible.
“The AG’s department can do it if it
wants, but it is not,” he said.

This however does not take away
the fact that hunger strikers are among
the 1000s who were arrested and are
detained under the notorious PTA,
which is illegal because it falls far short
of human rights standards guaranteed
in international instruments, some of
which Sri Lanka is party to.

There has been continuing agita-
tion for the repeal of the PTA and for
the release of political prisoners who
are incarcerated under its provisions.
Though human rights activists de-
manded that all categories of prison-
ers are released after the government
and the LTTE signed the Ceasefire
Agreement, the Attorney General’s

department was firm that those who
were indicted of major crimes could
only be released after the law took
its course.

Meanwhile, sources said the
more obnoxious provisions in the
PTA are to be incorporated into
the Prevention of Organised
Crimes Bill, which could lead to
the PTA being repealed. This
they said would be a political con-
cession ‘to the LTTE since every-
one indicted under the PTA
would be automatically released,
while the state would continue to
retain legislation it could use to
suppress dissent, civil disobedi-
ence and violence, but under an-
other name.

However others said it was un-
likely the PTA would be repealed
because in the event there was un-
expected violence, the Prevention of
Organised Crime would not be pow-
erful enough to bring the situation
under control, and the government
would have to think of reintroduc-
ing the PTA that might prove well
nigh impossible in the present par-
liament.

CTTU to protest against
army presence near schools

The twenty thousand member
strong Ceylon Tamil Teachers Union
(CTTU) Tuesday decided to hold a
one day token strike on March 11 in
the northeast province demanding the
removal of the presence of govern-
ment troops in the vicinity of schools.
The protest will also highlight the de-
lay in providing permanent appoint-
ment to about one thousand volun-
teer teachers in the northeast schools,
said its general secretary
Mr.T.Mahasivam.

The decision was taken at the emer-

gency meeting of the CTTU execu-
tive committee held Tuesday evening
at Trincomalee Vigneswara Maha
Vidiyalayam. The CTTU President
Mr.S.Thandauthapani presided.

The resolution passed at the execu-
tive committee further states, “ the
people of the northeast province are
not enjoying the benefits of the
ceasefire agreement. The presence of
the government security forces close
to schools in the northeast province
has adversely affected teaching and
learning . The state security forces

should be removed from the vicinity
of government schools immediately
to create a conducive academic en-
vironment for students and teach-
ers.

The resolution further condemns
the authorities regarding the delay
in providing permanent appoint-
ments to northeast volunteer teach-
ers.

For these reasons the CTTU de-
cided to hold a one day token strike
on March 11, said CTTU general
secretary Mr. ;Mahasivam.

PM urged to solve teacher shortage in NE

The Tamil National Alliance (TNA)
Wednesday requested the United
National Front government to grant
permanent appointments to around
one thousand volunteer teachers
without any further delay as per the
Cabinet approval already granted by
the previous government. “This
would only to some extent reduce the
existing shortage of around 5500 Tamil
medium teachers in the nertheast prov-
ince,” said TNA parliamentary group
leader and the Trincomalee district par-
liament R. Sampanthan in a three page
letter faxed to the Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremasinghe.

The government is reported to have
taken a decision to halt granting per-
manent appointments to volunteer
teachers until a national policy is for-
mulated in this regard as Sinhala vol-
unteer teachers in other provinces
have also started an agitation demand-
ing that they also should be given
same facilities, sources said.

“This situation is very different to
the situation prevalent in the rest of
the country in regard to Sinhala me-
dium teachers where as per reliable
information, there is already an excess

of over 5000 teachers. Appointment
of Sinhala medium volunteer teachers
in the rest of the country would only
add considerably to the excess al-
ready existing,” said Sampanthan in
the letter.

,“The grievance of the northeast
Tamil medium volunteer teachers who
are now engaged in a sit-in-protest in
front of the North East Education
Ministry in Trincomalee, is that de-
spite being:selected for appointment
as per cabinet approval they have not
been-appointed,” said Sampanthan in
his letter.

Sampanthan further states: -

“The previous government granted
cabinet approval for the appointment
of three thousand Tamil medium teach-
ers in the North-East classified as fol-
lows;

1. One thousand from amongst
volunteers with requisite qualification

- 2. One thousand Graduates quali-
fied teachers

3. One thousand G.C.E. (Ad-
vanced Level) qualified teachers

Application were called and inter-
views held for the appointment of 100
Tamil medium teachers from amongst

the volunteer teachers, and 1000
graduate teachers

Due to the non-recruitment of
Tamil medium teachers in the north-
east, several young persons with
GCE (A-L) qualifications had served
for long periods of time as volunteer
teachers in the northeast, particularly
in the more difficult areas.

“After the assumption of office of
the United National Front govern-
ment all appointments given by the
previous government were frozen
due to financial constraints. Finance
ministry approval was therefore
sought recently, for the appointment
of teachers, which had not yet been
made, as per the cabinet approval
already granted

“It would appear that the Finance
Ministry has granted approval for
the appointment of graduate teach-
ers, but approval has not yet been
granted for the appointment of 1000
volunteer teachers with the requi-
site qualification who had already
been selected on the basis of inquir-
ies and interviews held, and as per
the cabinet approval already
granted.”
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Waiting

for the JVP and

the vimukthi it promises

By Professor
Sivathamby

cynic may quip, with due
apologies to Lord Acton that
olitics is power game and
parliamentarians in politics can at
times be very unparliamentarily play-
ing this game. It is really strange
therefore the JVP that in the first
phase of its extra-parliamentary agi-
tation (early 70s) concentrated its at-
tack on the Srimavo Bandaranaike
Government should now negotiate
for political co-habitation with the
daughter and son of that lady.

The JVP has had its political expe-
riences. Under Premadasa, it learnt
some bitter lessons. Nonetheless, it
was not a force that could be wished
away. It has very strong roots among
Sinhala youth disappointed by suc-
cessive governments. The JVP has
been maintaining an authentic
Sinhala ring about it, but it. should
also be said that it is not responsible
for any manifestly anti-Tamil slo-
gans. In the eyes of the foreign press,
the JVP is the great Marxist chal-
lenge today to the globalisation poli-
cies of the different governments.

JVP has taken a very firm stand
against privatisation, especially that
of education and this has brought a
large body of university students in
the South under its political wing. It
has been gradually increasing its
parliamentary base from 3 to 15 and
has been very careful to show that it
has a Muslim and a Tamil among its
members of parliament. The Mus-
lim JVP member of parliament is quite
a significant figure because she is
the first Muslim woman MP in par-
liament. The JVP’s Tamil MP R.
Chandrasegaran is equally signifi-
cant because he was earlier the JVP
representative in the Western Pro-
vincial Council and is from the Plan-
tations.

Gone are the days when JVP was
considered an almost Maoist
organisation having as one of its

Karthigesu

This column wishes to highlight those omissions and inadequacies,
which have led to neglect and an alienation of Tamils in Sri Lanka.

The writer is not for creating further divisions, but earnestly hopes
to heal those already there.

Gone are the days when JVP was considered an
almost Maoist organisation having as one of its
four fundamental policies, the problem of Indian
expansionism. In 1970s it appealed to the
Sinhala people to be very careful about the
expansionist activities of India. Today it doesn’t
speak of Indian expansionism. On the contrary,
[ understand that it has argued that the MP’s
permits for cars should be only for the Indian
made Maruti
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four fundamental policies, the prob-
lem of Indian expansionism. In 1970s
it appealed to the Sinhala people to be
very careful about the expansionist
activities of India. Today it doesn’t
speak of Indian expansionism. On the
contrary, I understand that it has ar-
gued that the MP’s permits for cars
should be only for the Indian made
Maruti.

Indian newspapers described JVP
as the very important Marxist Party
and it is told that representatives from
respected Indian socialist
organisations attended its last con-
vention and rally. Such is the change
the party has undergone.

The traditional left parties, the LSSP
and CP, have issued a very strong
statement that as members of the
People’s Alliance they are opposed
to any understanding or alliance with
the JVP. But people who matter have
not even cared to take notice of the
threat from the two left parties, which
in 1960s did not think twice about
throwing away the stand they had
taken on the language issue and de-

cided to support the Sinhala Only
policy with faint-hearted conviction.

As of now, it is the SLFP and the
MEP components of the PA, not to
leave out those who have come from
the UNP into the PA, who are very
keen on the alliance with the JVP.

Media reports speaking about the
understanding between the two par-
ties, forecast that the deal would be
signed soon. The SLFP, MEP, JVP al-
liance is an act of great political sig-
nificance. Primarily it is aimed at shak-
ing up the parliamentary arithmetic and
exploring the possibilities of forming
a new government without going to
the electorate. Given the powers the
executive president enjoys, this sce-
nario seems very likely.

There is a more important and per-
haps more basic question relating to
the JVP’s stand on negotiations with
the LTTE. The JVP has minced no
words in its attack on the LTTE, the
MoU and what had taken place at the
talks. In short, it has not been for any
type of negotiation with LTTE. Its
position is that LTTE is a fascist and

separatist organisation and through-
out the talks it is the separatist ten-
dency of the Tigers that has been
looming large. When one adds up
the various statements it has made on
the MoU, it becomes quite clear that it
is against the stopping of the war. For
what else can be meant by saying fas-
cism and separatism must be defeated?

This position taken by the JVP has
some interesting implications. In a way
this is the best compliment that the
war machine has had in recent times.

The JVP has not come out in clear
and unambiguous terms about its
position on the Tamil problem. The
answer it gives is very interesting. It
runs as follows: “When we come to
power there will be a complete change
in the political and economic struc-
ture of the country. There will be a
duly constituted socialist government
and in a socialist set up there can be
no place for this type of quarrels. Ev-
ery one is equal and is second to
none.” :

The answer is unfortunately sim-
plistic. There are two aspects: The
first relates to the role of the ethnic

_minorities in the governance of the

country (looking back, we can see that
no socialist government has disre-
garded this problem, whether in China
or Czechoslovakia and when it was
disregarded the whole structure of the
state crumbled as in the case of the
USSR).

The second is in relation to the use
of Tamil in areas outside northeast
where the JVP has not categorically
stated its position. Even in the case of
the plantation areas, the people of re-
cent Indian Tamil descent are forced
to learn Sinhala.

The JVP’s stand against American
imperialism and globalisation is wel-
come. But rather strangely, this stance
forces it to a position of “No war in
Iraq but let us have a war in Sri Lanka”.
This type of polemics is not going to
solve our problem. What is needed is
an understanding of the Tamil ques-
tion in its politico economic sense.

In my opinion, the JVP is uniquely
placed to understand not only the
aspirations of the Tamils but also of
the Tamil militants. The JVP started
as an anti-government militant
organisation. Its very name stands
for liberation (vimukthi). When its
political activity began going down
well among the people the state with
and through its security forces tried
to wipe it out. The JVP arose out of
unfulfilled Sinhala youth aspirations
and it is an organisation of this type
that can understand the unfulfilled
aspirations of the Tamil youth. It is
rather strange that this part of the
question has not been dealt with or
discussed at length.

Let us also not forget that the JVP
is perhaps the most authentic
Sinhala political organisation today.
It carries more Sinhalaness than the
UNP and the SLFP. So there could
arise a situation in the near future
that could be described as attempt-
ing to bring together all the Sinhala
forces that are against the peace
talks. This is a genuine grievance
the Tamils have. One has to wait to
see whether the present time is the
beginning of JVP’s parliamentarist
strategies for power or an ideologi-
cal thrust for its ultimate victory.

It is true that a socialist revolu-
tion (note merely a change of gov-
ernment but a revolution) can bring
about the desired effect. But what
are the prospects of a socialist revo-
lution now? In the 60s early 70s,
there was the famous play
Sekkuwa, which was a brilliant sat-
ire arguing that changing the
colour of the pair of bulls that pull
the Sekkuwa (green or blue) is not
going to solve the problem. It ar-
gued that the entire mode of pro-
duction had to be changed. Let us
wait and see how the third Sinhala
party is going to behave, whether
it is only going to replace the green
and blue or be fair to all the peoples
of Sri Lanka both as groups and
individuals.

Moralising UK still recruits child soldiers

Although the UK
government’s long-awaited rati-
fication of the Optional Protocol
to the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child on the
involvement of children in
armed conflict is to be wel-
comed, it falls short of
stopping children being sent
into battle, according to the UK
Coalition to Stop the Use of
Child Soldiers.

“The government has retained
the right to send under-18s into
battle by adding a declaration
that it will do so if there is a genu-
ine military need or due to the
nature and urgency of the situ-

ation. This declaration under-
mines the spirit of the Optional
Protocol and allows under-18s to
be sent into battle at the discre-
tion of military commanders,”
said Kelli Terrington of Amnesty
International UK.
“Meanwhile, the armed forces
continue to recruit under-18s, so
raising serious questions about
the government’s commitment to
the fundamental rights of chil-
dren including their rights to life
and to physical and mental integ-
rity. The surest way to keep chil-
dren out of the war-zone is not to
recruit under-18s in the first
place.”

The UK Coalition To Stop the
Use of Child Soldiers which in-
cludes Amnesty International
UK, Anti-Slavery International,
Aviva, Jesuit Refugee Service,
Pax Christi, Peace Pledge Union,
Quaker Peace and Social
Witness, Trocaire and UNICEF
UK is calling on the Government
to: - withdraw its declaration to
the Optional Protocol

- put in place legislation ban-
ning the deployment of under-18s
in hostilities - raise the minimum
age for recruitment to 18 years or

»OVer.

The Optional Protocol
recognises that children need

a

speeial_protection in armed con-
flict. It encourages governments
raise the age of
voluntary recruitment into armed
forces, and requires states to take
all feasible measures to ensure
that under-18s do not take a di-
rect part in hostilities. The Op-
tional Protocol entered into force
on 12 February 2002. It had
been ratified by 43 states as of 4
December 2002.

The UK government’s ratifica-
tion of the Optional Protocol
was laid on the table in parlia-
ment on 24 February 2003. 16-
year-olds continue to be tar-
geted extensively for recruitment

into the UK armed forces. No
other European country apart
from the UK deploys under-
18s and the UK is the EU coun-
try with the lowest recruitment
age. The vision of the UK Coa-
lition to Stop the Use of Child
Soldiers is an end to the mili-
tary recruitment and deploy-
ment of anyone under 18 in
armed conflict, both nationally
and internationally. The UK
Coalition is a member of the
broader international Coalition
To Stop the Use of Child Sol-
diers.
(UK Coalition to Stop
the Use of Child Soldiers)




By Ruth Gidley

r I Yens of thousands of people
around the world have
gone missing as a result of

armed conflicts, leaving families

and friends to wait for years — of-
ten in vain — for news of their fate.

At a conference organised
last month by the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in Geneva, participants
called for more consideration
for the needs of relatives, bet-
ter identification mechanisms
and stronger national and inter-
national laws to prevent disap-
pearances.

“Families of missing persons
need material, financial, psycho-
logical and legal support,” the
ICRC said in a statement issued
during the conference.

“The phenomenon of missing
persons occurs in almost every
situation of armed conflict or in-
ternal violence,” says a report
by Sophie Martin, head of the
Missing Persons Project of the
ICRC.

Apart from soldiers missing in
combat, the missing includes
hundreds of thousands of civil-
ians who are abducted or lose
touch with their families in times
of turmoil.

Martin’s report says: “The
majority of missing persons
(are) civilians who were sepa-
rated from their families by the
effects of war, or who disap-
peared while in detention or
were killed in massacres and
thrown into mass graves.”

“There are probably millions
of affected families, all over the
world,” said the ICRC.

“Many have been waiting for
decades in the hope of finding
out what happened to their
missing relatives.”

In Rwanda alone, at least 105,
000 people are unaccounted for,
according to the ICRC. In
former Yugoslavia, more than
22,000 people are missing, and
in Peru more than 6,000.

There are missing people from
dozens of other countries, in-
cluding Angola, Argentina,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, El Sal-
vador, Eritrea, Guatemala and
Kuwait.

No common rules

The ICRC says that its efforts
— and those of families of the
missing — to ensure that rela-
tives know the fate of the dis-
appeared are hampered by a lack
of concern on the part of par-
ties to conflicts, and insufficient
understanding of the problem.

“There are no commonly
agreed rules and best practices
which, at times, results in a du-
plication of efforts,” said the
ICRC.

The conference brought to-
gether experts from govern-

ICRC

Martin’s report says: “The majority of

missing persons (are) civilians who were

separated from their families by the effects

of war, or who disappeared while in

detention or were killed in massacres and

thrown into mass graves.”

ments and NGOs as well as rep-
resentatives of families of the
missing to discuss ways to make
a difference for people who have
no news of their missing rela-
tives.

The conference was part of a
process of years of work by the
ICRC. :

The ICRC said it wanted the is-
sue to be higher on the agenda
of governments, the United Na-
tions and NGOs.

The Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent movement has participated
in numerous campaigns to sup-
port families of the missing and
to reunite relatives separated dur-
ing times of upheaval.

In Liberia, the ICRC and na-
tional Red Cross society have
launched a poster campaign to
find families of more than 1,000
unaccompanied children living
as refugees in neighbouring
countries.

Immediately after the bombing
of a Bali nightclub in October
2002, the local Red Cross started
identifying missing persons and
contacting relatives.

The Red Cross has established
centres in Kovoso and mobile
outreach teams to strengthen
family and community develop-
ment by providing psychologi-
cal support and therapeutic so-
cial activities.

In Sri Lanka, both the govern-
ment and the separatist move-
ment in the north of the country
— the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam — have asked the ICRC to
help set up an independent
mechanism to verify cases of
missing persons.

The ICRC and national Red
Cross society of Democratic Re-
public of Congo last year helped
more than 400 families torn apart
by the conflict to be reunited with
their children.

Florian Westphal, a media re-
lations officer at the ICRC, told
AlertNet he was motivated by his
experience of seeing the ICRC
help to bring relatives together,
sometimes after years of separa-
tion.

After a volcano erupted in
Goma, Democratic Republic of
Congo, in January 2002, between

300 and 400 children were split
up from their families, Westphal
said. In a few days, Red Cross
volunteers were on street cor-
ners, collecting information from
people about children in tempo-
rary shelter. “It works. People
picked up their kids having not
known where they were for the
last 10 days,” he said.
First priority

“Knowing what happened to
the family is the first thing people
want to know after a catastrophe.
More than water or food. That
comes after. It really is vital.”

He said that the task of finding
the missing in a country as large
as Democratic Republic of Congo
were daunting. “It’s a country the
size of half a continent. People
just vanish.”

Not having confirmation of a

vulnerable to these problems,
since in most conflicts the ma-
jority of combatants and indi-
viduals subject to detention or
extra-judicial killings are men.

“Women are left in a situation
where they have to earn all the
money, often for the first time,”
said Westphal.

The conference invited panels
to discuss a range of themes,
such as exhumations and man-
aging human remains, and iden-
tification of armed combatants.

It brought together people who
would not necessarily normally
come into contact — families of
the missing, medical profession-
als, humanitarian workers, human
rights activists, military and po-
litical representatives.

Panel participants discussed
exhumations, autopsies and
identification, and said that only
forensic experts should handle
remains.

In many circumstances, infor-
mation is compiled about an in-
dividual during his or her life,
such as dental and medical
records — known as ante mortem
data - that can be useful in iden-
tification.

The ICRC called for standard
protocols and software for col-
lecting and using ante mortem
and post mortem data. It said that
this should be combined with
guidelines for exhumations.

“Methods should be appropri-

In Sri Lanka, both the government and the

separatist movement in the north of the

country—the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam— have asked the ICRC to help set up
an independent mechanism to verify cases

of missing persons.

relative’s fate leaves a permanent
open emotional wound.

“I meet people whose relatives.

disappeared 20 years ago, and
they are still convinced they are
alive. There’s no closure. There’s
RoS-endtoli - the="process;”
Westphal said.

“They say: ‘If I knew, I could
get on with grieving. I could get
on with my life.” People need to
know what happened, they need
some acknowledgement.”

There are numerous legal com-
plications when relatives have no
proof of someone’s death. Many
women find that they are unable
to claim inheritances, or receive
land titles, claim custody, access
a husband’s pension, or remarry.

Women are disproportionately

ate to the context,” said the
ICRC,
Putting families first

- .Westphat-said that it was some-

times difficult to collect ante
mortem data, if people were not ac-
customed to going to the doctor.

“It’s not necessarily bad will.
There’s also a lack of informa-
tion,” he said.

There are often conflicting
aims in forensic investigations.
For example, the exhumation of a
secret mass grave might have
important legal implications, and
the needs of the victims’ fami-
lies might not given priority.

Communities and families
should be involved in exhuma-
tions, the conference said.

“There’s no law on respect for

urges new rules
on war disappearances

human remains,” said
Westphal. “There’s nothing to
mention the right of families to
know what happened. They’re
quite big gaps.”

He said that relatives of the
missing were gaining higher ex-
pectations.

“There is more and more
pressure from families. They
are more and more organised.
They’re not resigned to their
fate — they’re vocal and out-
spoken,” he said.

Westphal said that people
were often unaware of interna-
tional humanitarian law.
“People don’t have a clue that
they have obligations and that
obligations also mean protec-
tion,” he said.

Sophie Martin told delegates:
“The relevant state authorities,
armed groups and leaders must
take action, backed by national
and international humanitarian
and human rights
organisations, to prevent
people from going missing and
to deal with the consequences
when they do. For this, they
can choose from a broad spec-
trum of measures involving
persuasion, substitution, de-
nunciation and judicial action.

“Whenever possible, con-
structive dialogue must be
fostered between all parties —
including the families of miss-
ing persons and their commu-
nities. '

This is the only means of re-
ducing the number of missing
persons and of identifying ap-
propriate measures to be taken
in their favour and that of their
relatives.”

Identification

The ICRC argues that all com-
batants should carry identifica-
tion, and invited military par-
ticipants to address the confer-
ence on the subject.

A conference panel, involv-
ing military participants, con-
cluded that all combatants
should be supplied with iden-
tity cards, or at minimum should
have identity tags.

The ICRC said that parties to
a conflict should set up an in-
formation bureau to centralise
information on the wounded,
sick and shipwrecked as_well as
detainees and the dead. Infor-
mation from the bureau should
be passed on to authorities or
families and to the Central Trac-
ing Agency of the ICRC.

Another panel examined ju-
dicial mechanisms and ways to
improve them.

Westphal said that the
behaviour of donors was cru-
cial in implementing changes
proposed by the conference.
“A lot of these suggestions will
cost money,” he said.
(AlertNet)
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Police assault striking
tea plantation workers

By Sri Haran

olice from the town of
P Hatton in the central plan

tation area of Sri Lanka last
week raided the Ottery tea estate
in an effort to intimidate striking
workers. About 20 police in plain
clothes stormed into the workers’
residences, known as “line
rooms,” on the evening of 20 Feb-
ruary and assaulted
Subramaniyam, a security guard
on the estate. When other work-
ers heard his wife’s screams and
gathered outside, the police fired
into the air and fled in their ve-
hicle, attacking two other work-
ers as they left.

[t appears that the police were
acting on behalf of the manage-
ment. Earlier in the day, the police
tried to hunt down Subramaniyam
to obtain the key to the estate of-
fice. When they failed to find him,
they changed the lock after break-
ing the old one.

Some 104 workers have been on
strike at the estate since 10 Febru-
ary. Their main demand is that man-
agement deposit deductions made
from their wages for the Employees
Provident Fund (EPF) and Em-
ployee Trust Fund (ETF) with the

Central Bank, as required by law. Al-
though the money has been de-
ducted, no funds have been depos-
ited for over 15 years.

Workers have been attempting to
force the estate owner to make the
payments for a number of years. With
the tacit assistance of the police and
unions officials, he has managed to
avoid complying with various agree-
ment and orders made by the Com-
missioner of Labour and the local
magistrates court in Hatton. As a re-
sult, workers face the prospect of
being left with no retirement benefits.

The striking workers have made
other demands, including the regis-
tration of young people for work.
Unemployment is a major problem on
the tea plantations — about 100
youth are, jobless at the Ottery es-
tate. They are also insisting on the
establishment of proper maintenance
procedures. At present, management
is not even clearing the land around
the tea bushes, threatening the vi-
ability of the estate and thus the jobs
of those employed.

After hearing about the police raid,
local leaders and workers from neigh-
boring plantations gathered at the
Ottery estate the following day.
Hatton-Dickoya Urban Council mem-
ber S. Logeswaran and other repre-

sentatives of the Ceylon Workers
Congress (CWC) — a trade union
and political party — visited the es-
tate and attempted to appease the
strikers, saying the CWC would re-
spond “if the police come again.”
Logeswaran promised that CWC
leader and government minister,
Arumugam Thondaman, would visit
the estate on February 22 to resolve
the problems.

The Ottery estate workers, how-
ever, continued to campaign for sup-
port from workers in neighbouring
plantations. About 5,000 workers
from Invery, St leas, Stempodil,
Kinlock, Ann Field and Else Merry
estates stopped work on February
22 to protest the police actions.

But the response of CWC leader
(Arumugam) Thondaman was the
opposite. With striking workers and
local union leaders awaiting his ar-
rival, he rang to cancel the visit us-
ing the excuse that the Ottery estate
workers were not CWC members.
Those gathered left in disgust.

Fearing further police attacks the
strikers contacted their own union —
the Lanka Jathika Estate Workers
Union (LJEWU) — on 23 February.
But the LTEWU. which is controlled
vy wie United National Party (UNP),
the main party in the coalition gov-

ernment, has taken no action. The
strike is continuing and police in plain
clothes continue to roam the estate.

The WSWS interviewed several
workers. One striker explained:
“There are 45 casual workers who
have been working for five years with-
out permanency. Of them, 31 have
not even received registered EPF
numbers, which means they are not
eligible for EPF benefits. We went on
strike for the same demands in Octo-
ber 2000. The case on the EPF issue
has been dragged out in the labour
courts because the management has
not attended.”

Workers also expressed broader
concerns over the deterioration of
their wages and living standards.
Early last year the unions called for
the daily wage to be increased from
121 rupees to 200 rupees ($US2) but
finally agreed to a rise of 146 rupees.
Workers only receive the extra 25 ru-
pees if they achieve an 80 percent
attendance rate. The target is impos-
sible for most workers. Over the last
year, the cost of living index has risen
by 415 points or 13.6 percent, mak-
ing life increasingly unbearable for
low-paid plantation workers.

As a father of three children ex-
plained: "My monthly income is
about 1,500 rupees (about $US16). I

have to spend about 1,000 rupees
a month to buy milk powder for the
children. What can we do with the
balance of the money? We have to
pay the loans and borrow again.
At a minimum we need about 225
rupees for meals per day. But if I
work 80 percent of the month, then
my average daily wage reaches 146
rupees. Unlike other areas, we can’t
find temporary jobs outside the
plantations.” .

“Sometimes our children don’t
2o to school because the teachers
reprimand them for not wearing
shoes and good uniforms,” a
mother of four children said.
“Though they [the government]
said our situation would be better
after the ceasefire agreement [with
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE)], we don’t see any such
thing. Today our living conditions
are worse than a year ago.”

Most workers on small tea es-
tates face similar problems. To make
matters worse, a number of small
estates have been closed, forcing
the employees to try to find low
paid, often temporary jobs else- |
where. The strikers at the Ottery
estate are concerned that they
could face the same fate.

(WSWS)

Displaced people return, but hungry for peace

By Rita Manchanda

After decades of civil war, this year
the migratory birds have returned to
the wetlands along the A-9 highway
to the northeastern Jaffna peninsula,
every inch of which is scarred with
battles fought between the Sri
Lankan army and the Tamil Tiger
rebels.

A colony of pelicans is back and
so too are the painted storks, as the
year-long ceasefire in the conflict
waged by the Tigers for a homeland
in this South Asian island nation
brings quiet and the promise of a
Lasting peace.

Every day brings the return of
hundreds of internally displaced
people — the United Nations esti-
mates there are 800,000 of them - to
the north and northeast, the region
most affected by the 20-year-old
conflict.

Families are busy rebuilding
blasted homes with canvas sheets
from the U.N. High Commissioner for
Human Rights (UNHCR) fluttering
in the wind, a mute reminder of his-
tories of displacement produced by
astring of major offensives from 1990
to 2000.

Ammunition boxes are being
transformed into flowerbeds, and
disused railway track serve as beams
in the Tamil Rehabilitation Office
(TRO).

Uniformed children follow lessons
in wall-less schools. Fields of burnt

stumps of Palmyra, a tall palm tree
found in the north, are replanted. Ba-
nanas and eggplants are being
trucked to markets in the capital, Co-
lombo.

Shops are re-opening along the
roadside as it circles past the Omanthai
exit checkpost of army-controlled
Vavuniya that leads to the Tiger-con-
trolled Wanni and on to Jaffna town,
retaken by the army in December 1995.

There are now four checkpoints for
travellers and goods, after the years
of blockade. This means four
unloadings of goods like bananas and

the payment of ‘tax’, but at the pre- |

mium price the goods fetch in Co-
lombo, evidently it is still worth the
tedious process.

In Killinochchi, a region that bor-
ders Jaffna and is also a Tiger strong-
hold, Tiger rebels encouraged a Tamil
restaurant owner who had moved to
Colombo to return and open an eat-
ery to cope with the rush of middle-
class visitors en route to the Jaffna
peninsula.

Meantime, as the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), as the Tigers
are formally called, transforms its mili-
tary structure, a bureaucratic culture
is fast growing in areas under its con-
trol. Newsprint-paper entry forms are
used for entry and exit. (The Sri Lankan
administration has no equivalent
forms).

On either side of the A9 highway
are endless stretches of barbed wire
clustering into a thicket around aban-

doned army camps, dotted with warn-
ings about mines.

Of the estimated 1.5 million to
900,000 mines in the area, Lawrence
Christy of the TRO in Killinochchi
claims that 10 percent have been
cleared and that the accident rate has
radically come down over the last three
years.

The year 2003 has been announced
as the year for resettlement of the in-
ternally displaced persons. Already,
200,000, or one-fourth of the estimated
total number of internally displaced
people, have come back, said Christy.

The Sandhinathan family came
back in January along with 500 others
from a refugee camp in Vavuniya, a
town that is the gateway to Tiger-held
territory.

Sandhinathan was busy re-stock--

ing his old roadside shop, while four
other family members were rebuilding
the house and replanting the land — a
de-mined area. The barbed wire now
is used to protect saplings growing
along the road.

The rebuilding process is a testi-
mony to Sri Lankans’ desperate faith
in a fragile peace, but activists say
people are also hoping to see this make
a real difference in their lives soon.

According to the Colombo-based
Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA),
there has been a nine-point decline in
faith in the peace talks from 91 per-
cent in October to 82 percent in De-
cember.

The centre’s social indicator study

of public perception in the Jaffna pen-
insula reveals that 63 percent of the
people believe that the government is
not committed to the return of the in-
ternally displaced people as a propri-
ety issue, while 61 percent believe that
the LTTE is committed to it.

The return of displaced people is
complicated by the “’domino effect”,
said Ole Brondum, Jaffna district head
for the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission,
which monitors the ceasefire agree-
ment signed by Colombo and the Tamil
Tigers in February last year.

“It involves a long chain of re-hous-
ing,” he explained as successive
waves of the internally displaced have
moved into houses abandoned by
people displaced before them.

.. When the Jaffna peninsula was

taken by the Sri Lankan army in May
1996, the LTTE forcibly evacuated
280,000 people to the mainland Wanni

“across the Jaffna lagoon.

The LTTE has set up an arbitration
structure to deal with disputes. How-
ever, the long queues that formed out-
side its political office in Jaffna have
shrunk as the leadership counselled
the people to go to the Sri Lankan ad-
ministration for redress of civil dis-
putes.

Meanwhile, the Tigers are concen-
trating on political mobilisation
through the commemoration of ‘Re-
membrance days’ that mark key dates
in the ethnic conflict. The newly es-
tablished peace secretariats in
Kilinochchi and Colombo remain

empty shells.

The one issue of displacement
that the LTTE has taken up in ear-
nest is the return of people to homes
in the ‘high-security zones’, or ar-
eas held by government troops.

Ironically, there is no direct call
for the withdrawal of the 40,000 Sri
Lankan security forces in the areas.
But it is indirectly demanded
through the clamour surrounding
the high-security zones, which pre-
vent people from returning to their
homes and their livelihoods.

The Sri Lankan government has
appointed a retired Indian general,
Satish Nambiar, to untangle the is-
sue of the high-security zones.

In addition, there is the delicate
issue of the return of the Muslims.
In October1990, the LTTE ordered
an estimated 120,000 Muslims to
leave the north within 48 hours.

Father Jayakumar of the Jaffna
diocese claims that a few of the trad-
ing community have returned but
without their families. The LTTE is
making no gesture of reconciliation,
let alone proffering an apology.
“They are being asked to come
back, like everyone else,”
Jayakumar added.

J Maheshwaran, part of the LTTE
team at the peace table, said some
150 Muslim families have returned
to live in the northeastern coastal
town of Mullaitivu, under the imme-
diate gaze of the LTTE supremo,
Velupillai Prabhakaran. (IPS)
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Behind UN’s veil humanity

The letter of intent (Lol) signed between the World

Bank and the Sub-committee on Immediate Humani

tarian and Rehabilitation Needs (STHRN), brings pro-
posals for the rehabilitation and resettlement in the northeast
a step closer to execution.

The Bank will act as the custodian of the Northeast Re-
construction Fund. The two parties to the Ceasefire Agree-
ment reached a consensus on nominating it for the job since
there was, for the sake of transparency, the requirement for
a neutral organisation to be custodian of the massive amounts
that are apparently going to be pledged by donor countries.

This brings one international organisation more into the
scene, which by definition is not primarily responsible to ei-
ther of the warring parties though it must be said the two
parties have agreed to its entrance.

To those who have been urging that unless there is imme-
diate pledging of funds to commence reconstruction and re-
habilitation activities in the northeast, the peace process is
in imminent danger of disintegration and collapse, this comes
as a timely move. But to others this only goes to confirm the
tentacles of capitalist development penetrating further and
further into the country disguised in the form of a ‘do-
gooder,” which is a mask the Bank as worn before, though
not perhaps as a custodian of reconstruction funds in Sri
Lanka.

The involvement of the Bank poses several grave ques-
tions because it has not come alone. Its “arrival’ in the north-
east, in the strict sense, was preceded by other international
organisations such as the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Children’s
Programme (UNICEF) agreeing to cooperate with the LTTE
in the implementation of various projects in the northeast such
as the de-mining project or putting the education system of
the northeast back on the rails.

Together, these UN bodies are part of an international hu-
manitarian effort that forms a formidable presence of ‘do-
gooders’ in the northeast.

What we should not forget however is that this formidable
presence of international do-gooders is an extension of the
international community. It is to this international community
that Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe alludes to time
and again (he did so during his recent visit to India as well) as
being tasked with responsibility of ensuring the LTTE does
not go back to war.

It is important for Tamils to therefore reflect on what ex-
actly is the prime motivation of the ever-deepening presence
of international organisations on northeastern soil and their
intimate involvement with the two parties to the conflict.

This does not mean that we support or advocate the return
to war — not for a moment. But it is indeed worrisome when
the prime minister of a country goes about reminding every-
one on the role of the international community and the most
visible presence of that community, if we exclude the official
diplomatic missions, is as ‘do-gooders’ in the northeast.

We wish to reiterate that this editorial does not wish to raise
xenophobic hysteria. However, the overenthusiastic interna-
tional response for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of
the northeast, including from the UN agencies, throw up many
questions. These questions become more disturbing when even
a cursory glance at the international scene such as in the
Middle East today, reveals only too starkly that the UN is not
the neutral body it pretends to be.

Canhe TE unlé tself
out of ‘limbo statehood’?

By D. Sivaram (Taraki)

Semi states have always lurked
on the margins of long established
and recognised states from the be-
ginning of known history. In an-
cient times, little known warlords
and their armed followers often
rose out of dark backwaters on the
periphery or the hinterlands of old
civilizations to overwhelm great
kingdoms.

Aryans, Hittites, Huns, Vandals,
Mongols and a host of such
peoples who were little known to
the great civilizations of their time,
rose out of semi-states in the in-
hospitable Tundra and steppes to
swoop in on long established and
militarily secure states.

Military historians such as John
Keegan have attributed this phe-
nomenon to the superiority of kill-
ing and manoeuvring skills of no-
madic life over the tame mores of
long settled civilizations (History
of Warfare).

(It is but a version of a Darwinian
interpretation of war and civiliza-
tion — that the most aggressive of
the species succeed over those
who live in environments which no
longer require the honing of basic,
brutal skills of human survival).

In the 20th century, however,
semi-states came into being largely
due to the struggles of ethnic
groups that wanted to secede from
modern nation states.

During the cold war semi-states
did not survive for long within the
strategic power balance between
the Soviet Union and the West,
which permeated the world order
during that period.

In this context, secessionists ei-
ther succeeded where the geo-stra-
tegic equation was conducive, as
in East Pakistan, or just withered
away or were destroyed where the
Cold War equations were wrong,
as in the cases of Katanga in Congo
and Biafra in Nigeria.

Biafra unilaterally declared its in-
dependence from Nigeria in May
1967. It constituted the former East-
ern Region of Nigeria and was in-
habited principally by Igbo (Ibo)
people. Biafra ceased to exist as an
independent state in January 1970.

In the mid-1960s economic and
political instability and ethnic fric-
tion characterized Nigerian public
life. In the mostly Hausa north, re-
sentment against the more prosper-
ous, educated Igbo minority
erupted into violence. In Septem-

ber 1966, some 10,000 to 30,000

Igbo people were massacred in the
Northern Region, and perhaps
1,000,000 fled as refugees to the
Igbo-dominated east. The Non-
Igbos were then expelled from the
Eastern Region.

Attempts by representatives of
all regions to come to an agreement
were unsuccessful. On May 30,
1967, the head of the Eastern Re-
gion, Lieutenant Colonel (later Gen-
eral) Odumegwu Ojukwu, with the
authorization of a consultative as-
sembly, declared the region a sov-
ereign and independent republic
under the name of Biafra. General
Yakubu Gowon, the leader of the
federal government, refused to rec-

Both India and the US coalition
‘managing’ the talks know full well

that an acceptable political solution to

the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka is not

legally and practically possible. But

both insist on the continuation of the
talks

ognize Biafra’s secession.

In the hostilities that broke out
the following July, Biafran troops
were at first successful, but soon
the numerically superior federal
forces began to press Biafra’s
boundaries inward from the south,
west, and north. Biafra shrank to
one-tenth its original area in the
course of the war. By 1968 it had
lost its seaports and become land-
locked; supplies could be brought
in only by air. Starvation and dis-
ease followed; estimates of mortal-
ity range from 500,000 to several
million.

The Organization of African
Unity, the papacy, and others tried
to reconcile the combatants. Most
countries continued to recognize
Gowon’s regime as the government
of all Nigeria, and the United King-
dom and the Soviet Union supplied
it with arms. On the other hand, in-
ternational sympathy for the plight
of starving Biafran children
brought airlifts of food and medi-
cine from many countries. Cote
d’Ivoire, Gabon, Tanzania, and
Zambia recognized Biafra as an in-
dependent state, and France sent
Biafra weapons.

Biafran forces were finally routed
in a series of engagements in late
December 1969 and early January
1970. Ojukwu fled to Céte d’Ivoire,
and the remaining Biafran officers
surrendered to the federal govern-
ment on 15 January 1970. Biafra, on
the point of total collapse, there-
upon ceased to exist.

The fate of Congo’s resource rich
Katanga province in the early
1960s was not dissimilar, though
UN forces defeated the region’s
secessionist army.

‘At the end of the cold war, we
saw the birth of Eritrea and East
Timor. Both-were brought into ex-
istence by the geo-strategic exigen-
cies of the US and its military allies.

The end of the cold war also saw
the survival of several semi-states
such as the Shan in Burma, the
Kurdish region in northern Iraq and
the northeast region of Sri Lanka.

Unlike ancient and medieval times,
today the big powers of the world
tend to consider semi-states man-
ageable and geo politically useful.

Take the Kurdish semi state in
northern Iraq for example. It is a
state for all purposes, except that it
has no diplomatic status i.e. it is
not recognised by the UN or by any
country as a sovereign entity. It is

the case despite a decade of di-
rect military protection and pa-
tronage it got from the US and its
military ally, Britain.

The no fly zone imposed by the
USAF and the RAF on northern
Iraq gave the Kurds virtually a
free hand to establish a state of
their own.

For the US, the Kurdish semi-
state in Iraq is nothing more than a
strategic foothold to bring Saddam
to his knees. What the US wants
is the Iraqi state as a whole. It has
no interest in the creation of a sov-
ereign Kurdish state. America’s
main ally in the region, Turkey, is
dead opposed to one.

The armed Kurdish secession-
ist movement is unable to extri-
cate itself out of this trap either
politically or militarily.

If a puppet regime backed fully
by the US is installed in Baghdad
after Saddam’s defeat, we may see
the withering away of the Kurdish
semi-state in northern Iraq.

But, on the other hand, if the
US thinks that the continuation
of this semi-state would be a stra-
tegic check on Turkey and on
unfavourable political develop-
ments in Iraq itself in the future,
then the Kurds may continue in
their ‘limbo statehood’.

The Shan people too exist such
‘limbo  statehood’  within
Myanmar at China’s strategic
convenience.

The Shan are extremely con-
scious of their ethnic identity.
They dominated much of
Myanmar from the 13th to the 16th
century. After their power de-
clined, there were more than 30
small Shan states, most of which
paid tribute to the Burman kings;
under the British the Shan states
of Burma were ruled by hereditary
chiefs, subject to the crown. In
1922 most of the states joined the
Federated Shan state, which had
considerable local autonomy. Like
the other states in Myanmar after
independence, however, Shan
state lost much of its autonomy
under the constitution of 1974.

However, several armed Shan
separatist groups that were
formed in the 1960s have suc-
ceeded in establishing a semi
state in the Shan region. It is an
independent state in every aspect,
except that it is not recognised as
such by any country.

Cont. on page 8
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human rights abus

By J. S. Tissainayagam

t a conference organised
Aby the International Com

mittee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in Geneva, participants
urged for more effort in drawing up
procedures for identifying and trac-
ing missing persons, greater con-
sideration for their grieving relatives
and stronger legal frameworks to
prevent the scourge of disappear-
ance in the future.

Disappearances have featured
very prominently in the Sri Lankan
state’s counter-insurgency cam-
paigns both against Tamil rebels and
Sinhala insurgents over the past 20
years or so. Disappearances that
began in the northeast in the mid-
1980s resulting in 100s of incidents,
shifted to the south as the regime
battled the JVP between 1987-1990.

With the PA’s accession to power
in 1994, commissions of inquiry were
established to probe both sets of
disappearances and for the compi-
lation of reports for the payment of
compensation. This was the result
of international pressure from the
UN, and bodies such as Amnesty
International. However, though the
commissions were established. re-
ports compiled and compensation
paid. the culture of terror as well as
the assurance of immunity to perpe-
trators was yet to be dismantled.

With emergency regulations and
the PTA still in operation and the
military quite certain it would not be
held accountable for the extermina-
tion of Tamils through extra-judicial
killing following abduction and tor-
ture, the stage was set for disappear-
ances to resurface in Jaffna between
1995-1996 when the military occu-
pied the area after Operation
Riviresa. It is believed between 400
and 600 persons disappeared dur-
ing this period, though other esti-
mates put the figure higher.

In the wake of this, relatives of the
missing persons — Missing Persons’
Guardian Association (MPGA) —
filed action in court against the state
for the abduction and disappearance
of their kith and kin and demanded
to know what befell the disappeared.

The Krishanthy Kumaraswamy
trial threw up evidence on the exist-
ence of mass graves in Chemmani,
in the outskirts of Jaffna town, which
were presumed to hold remains of
some of the missing. After a long
delay the PA government allowed
the exhumation of the graves.
Though much was expected, they
yielded only 18 skeletal remains of
which three were identified.

The government, preferring to
avoid further embarrassment, told
members of the MPGA, who were
lobbying for more investigation, that
no more proof of their missing rela-
tives were available and that it was
willing to issue death certificates and
pay compensation. The MPGA
however would have none of it.

It rejected the enthusiastic offer
by the government to issue death

In many instances human rights activists have used ‘reconciliation’ as

they use the word ‘peace’ — in isolation. Sustainable peace is pointless
and unachievable without human rights. Similarly reconciliation is
impossible without unravelling the past. Local NGO activists, who try
throwing up the magic word ‘reconciliation,’ should understand that just
because it has deceived more gullible populations in the past, they cannot

try it with the Tamils

certificates followed by compensation
because it would have effectively
closed its case. Accepting compen-
sation meant acknowledging the miss-
ing person was dead, while his or her
killer was still free. The MPGA de-
manded a proper investigation includ-
ing DNA testing by matching the
samples of the skeletal remains ex-
humed, with those of presumed rela-
tives. The government rejected this
on the plea the exercise was extrava-
gantly expensive.

Members of the MPGA, meanwhile,
initiated action to see whether their
kin were among those incarcerated
under the PTA in Sri Lankan prisons.
Despite immense effort on their part
they have been by and large unsuc-
cessful and have been pushed from
pillar to post by prison, police and
military officers.

The PA government appeared to
favour closing such cases because a
relentless pursuit of an investigation
would mean probing some of the mili-
tary officers whose names had tran-
spired during proceedings in the
Kumaraswamy trial as being allegedly
responsible for abduction and killing.
It would also show up the army’s gen-
eral indiscipline. In other words, the
government wanted to obliterate the
human rights record of the police and
the security forces to spare unwanted
political repercussions.

There have been two recent devel-
opments in relation to the disappear-
ances in Sri Lanka that are significant.

The Human Rights Commission has:

appointed a one-man sub-commission
to investigate the Jaffna disappear-
ances and to report to it. Though the
MPGA members have led evidence
before it, they express grave doubt of
its final success in fulfilling the objec-
tives for which it was constituted.

The second development has been
a request to the ICRC from the gov-
ernment and LTTE during talks in
January, “to help set up an indepen-
dent mechanism to verify cases of
missing persons.” The commission
will independently verify about a)
those missing in action (MIAs), which
usually refers to Sri Lankan military
personnel and b) voluntary disap-
pearances that define missing civil-
ians.

For the Tamils, the request is very

- important because experience in other

parts of the world too reveal system-
atic moves to conceal the past by re-

fusing to carry out impartial investi-
gations into human rights atrocities.

On the other hand, there have also
been a number of initiatives by inter-
national human rights organisations
on investigating large-scale human
rights abuses, which involve setting
up commissions of inquiry among
other mechanisms. These
organisations that are extra-judicial do
not approach the issue on the basis
that they necessarily help to mete out
justice but that the public has the right
to know of what took place.

Article 19 in “Who wants to forget?
Truth and Access to Information on
Past Human Rights Violations,” states.
“...we continue to believe that the
‘right to truth’ about past human
rights violations derives from a more
general access to information. This
applies particularly strongly in situa-
tions where past violations have been
on a massive and systematic scale.”

Among such commissions the best
known is the South African Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, though it
was not the first one. Article 19 goes
on to say that the early truth commis-
sions were not given that name but
were set up to uncover facts that had
been denied. Such commissions set
up in Chile and Argentina, “Most
obviously ... applied to ‘disappear-
ances:” a form of human rights viola-
tions that by its very nature is to do
with concealment.” These
organisations, says Article 19, were
more bent on uncovering the facts
than the truth.

Article 19 goes on to state that in
recent times — especially after the set-
ting up of the South African Truth
and Reconciliation Commission, “‘the
production of truth has become. in+
creasingly yoked to reconciliation:”
It speaks of other instances when
during moments of political transi-
tions governments have failed to in-
vestigate the past thoroughly de-
spite demands from human rights
activists because their (govern-
ments’) prime concern was reconcili-
ation.

Article 19 continues, “Usually they
would also point out that they relied
upon the security apparatus that was
itself implicated in abuse and could
not risk testing loyalty.” The human
rights lobby’s response is that no rec-
onciliation is possible without uncov-
ering the truth, about which Nelson
Mandela said, “To forgive and forget

we should know what happened.”

These words are of crucial relevance
to present day Sri Lanka. The
buzzword in NGO circles today is ‘rec-
onciliation,” and a week does not pass
without a seminar, colloquium or talk
that waxes eloquent on its sturdy ben-
efits to Sri Lankans. In fact the ‘Triple-
R’ process includes Reconciliation as
well.

In many instances human rights
activists have used ‘reconciliation’ as
they use the word ‘peace’ — in isola-
tion. Sustainable peace is pointless
and unachievable without human
rights. Similarly reconciliation is impos-
sible without unravelling the past.
Local NGO activists, who try throw-
ing up the magic word ‘reconciliation,’
should understand that just because
it has deceived more gullible popula-
tions in the past, they cannot try it
with the Tamils.

Article 19 goes on to state that truth
commission need not be the only
means of accessing information about
large-scale abuses; it could include
other types of initiatives from civil
society including the media, NGO in-
vestigations, criminal procedure and
other court proceedings. Among these
is an instructive instance where civil
rights NGOs were able to uncover past
human rights abuse.

The Lancaster House agreement
(1979) that created independent Zim-
babwe also guaranteed amnesty for
all crimes committed by both the rebels
and the Rhodesian security forces.
What was more, the government of
independent Zimbabwe continued
with a law enacted by the Rhodesian
government that indemnified the se-
curity forces against prosecution.

In the mid-1980s the Zimbabwean
forces were deployed against ZIPRA
a former rebel group, which opposed
ZANU (PF) government of Prime
Minister Robert Mugabe, now in of-
fice. The government used the army
and air force against ZIPRA deserters
known as ‘dissidents.’ Further the
deployment of the paramilitary fifth
brigade in Matabeleland ended in a
huge human rights disaster during
which 1000s of civilians were massa-
cred or disappeared.

Due to the ‘tradition’ of granting
amnesty to human rights abusers,
those responsible for the
Matabeleland massacres were given
amnesty, which benefited both the
Zimbabwean security forces and the

an

ZIPRA. The civilians caught in the
middle however were left licking their *
wounds. But due to their pressure,
Mugabe was forced to set up two
commissions of inquiry, which re-
ported promptly, but the reports were
not published.

In 1986 the wives of nine of those
who disappeared in Matabeleland
filed action in the High Court. It was
revealed that their husbands had
been abducted and the police had
failed to investigate five mass graves
in the vicinity of the disappearance
despite a Court order. In 1992 the
courts decided the nine men were
dead. What was now needed was a
full-scale independent, impartial
commission of inquiry to investigate
the entire massacre, which the
Mugabe government was unwilling

to appoint.
It was finally left to two NGOs that
had worked through the

Matabeleland killings to come up
with a research document ‘Breaking
the Silence: Building True Peace,’ by
collating archival material including
interview notes, medical records and
interviews with survivors. The two
NGOs - Catholic Commission for
Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe and
Legal Resource Foundations — also
made recommendations that the pro-
ceedings of the commissions the
government had so far suppressed
are published and those responsible
brought to justice.

It will be interesting to see the
terms of reference (ToR) under which
the independent verification mecha-
nism of the ICRC will function. It is
believed the ICRC has sent a blue-
print to the government and the
LTTE, but is yet to get a response. It
is expected to use the responses to
refine the document before present-
ing it to the two parties for formal
consent.

The ToR will determine whether
the government will allow the body
to investigate and recommend pun-
ishment of the military. It will be use-
ful to remember in this regard that in
1994, the then Chandrika
Kumaratunga government’s enthu-
siasm in setting up disappearance
commissions led to a lot of misgiv-
ing on the part of the security forces
that was reflected when they were
called upon to fight after war was re-
declared in April 1995.

Similarly, an impartial investigation
will reveal the truth or falsehood of
the claim that 100s of policemen were
allegedly killed in cold blood by the
LTTE when Eelam War II began in
June 1990 and other instances where
the south asserts the Tigers had
taken prisoners whom they later
killed.

It is vital that the past is probed
and the truth established if the peace
process is to go forward in any cred-
ible way. What is more, it will be in-
teresting to see who flinches first
and the most at the revelation of the
truth, the government or the LTTE,
or whether it is all going to be an-
other act of deception




Chan

By S. Sivanayagam

he year 1977 was a water

I shed in the political history
of the Tamils in Sri Lanka:

and in the history of the country
as well. It was the year when at a
democratically held election, the
Tamil voters in the northeast gave
their leaders of that time a clear,
affirmative mandate for the estab-
lishment of ‘a separate indepen-

dent, sovereign state for the Tamil

people.” Those who prattle about
DEMOCRACY ‘today, both
within the country and outside,
should try in all good faith not to
sweep that fact under the carpet.

That year also saw the second
major anti-Tamil riots, inspired
by the machinery of the Sinhala
state, and obviously meant as a
punishment for the Tamil voter
for daring to ask for ‘separation.’
That was also the year, which
saw, earlier on, the untimely
passing away of the [Father of
Tamil Nationalism - S.J.V.
Chelvanayakam. Curiously
enough, it was the year when the
Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF) found itself propelled
into the position of the second
largest party in the Sri Lankan
Parliament with 18 seats, push-
ing the alternate party of gov-
ernment, the SLFP, headed by
Mrs. Bandaranaike, into third
place with its paltry eight seats.
That was an electoral quirk that
was never anticipated by either
the Sinhala or the Tamil people.

Quick to make profit of what
was an electoral “accident,”
Jayawardene baited TULF
leader Amirthalingam with the
office of Leader of Opposition.
The lure of office was too much
to resist and the man who
headed the electoral campaign
for a separate state gratefully
sat on the chair of the Leader of
Opposition, conveniently for-
getting the mandate, which the
Tamil people had given him.
There was no constitutional
compulsion on him to accept that
post. In the tradition of
Whitehall, he had no earthly
chance of becoming a Prime
Minister in waiting at any time
in the future, a fact not unknown
to him. :

Indeed, had Chelvanayakam
lived, he would never have suc-

In that sense, Prabakaran was truly Chelva’s political heir.

If that is not apparent to many, it is because of a visual

distraction: Chelvanayakam did not carry a gun as

Prabakaran does. But it has to be realised that the non-

violent leader as well as the armed revolutionary were both

by-products of an unrelenting historical process, and the

crystallisation of a 40-year old Tamil search for self-esteem

and distinct identity

cumbed to that kind of political
immorality and abuse of the
people’s trust. That one act of
Amirthalingam put the political
clock back for the Tamils. Today,
twenty long years after a long-
suffering Tamil people had given
a loud democratic voice to their
demand, there are enough jokers
and Rip Van Winkles in the
Sinhala south who keep asking:
What grievances do the Tamil
people have?! This is not politi-
cal amnesia, which is forgivable.
This is derision directed at a
whole nation of people.

When Chelvanayakam
launched the “ Ilankai Thamil
Arasu Kadchi” nearly 50 years
ago - in 1949 - (loosely referred to
in English as the rederal rarty),
he struck the first organised blow
tor Tamil Nationalism. The party’s
goal, as spelt out at the inaugural
meeting held in December that
year was “to work unceasingly for
the achievement of a Tamil state
within the federal framework of a
united Ceylon, as the only way to
ensure that the Tamil-speaking
people in Ceylon could live with
honour and self-respect.”

It took two elections (1952 and
1956) and seven more years, and
a direct threat to Tamil language
rights before the Tamils them-
selves rallied behind
Chelvanayakam’s leadership. As
for the Sinhalese, they set their
face totally against any talk of
Federalism. Let alone Federalism,
any concession to Tamil well be-

ing was anathema to them,
steeped as they were in the mythi-
cal Mahavamsa mind-set that told
them that the island was a Bud-
dha appointed country for
Sinhala Buddhists only!

Chelva, on the other hand, was
a gentle Christian (leading a
Hindu following), with a touch-
ing faith in human nature, and a
tireless trier in the politics of per-
suasion. But his was a futile
course. Pacts were torn up, agree-
ments were violated, non-violent
protests were put down with
guns, and racist mobs felt fee to
lay their hands on Tamils with
impunity - as they did on
Chevanayakam himself and 200
sifbnt sit-in protesters opposite
the Partiament building in 1920,
while the discriminatory Sinhala
Only bill was being debated in-
side.

If the year 1956 saw the collec-
tive humiliation of the Tamil
people, that was only the begin-
ning. The perpetuation of that un-
der Bandaranaike rule continues
to this day, (with power passing
from father to mother, and from
mother to daughter) with increas-
ing ferocity, until today it has
reached genocidal proportions.

When in May 1972, faced with
the threat of a new Republican
constitution, three Tamil parties -
the Federal Party, the Tamil Con-
gress and the Ceylon Workers’
Congress, in a rare expression of
solidarity, got together under the
banner of the Tamil United Front

(TUF), it seemed the Tamil worm,
trod upon for too long, was be-
ginning to turn.

When the 1972 constitution
swept away even the meagre safe-
guards for minorities provided in
the Soulbury Constitution, and
brought in a Sinhala-Buddhist
theocratic state, Chelva resigned
his seat at Kankesanturai [now
entirely within a military High Se-
curity Zone for good historical
reasons if not for military ones]
and dared the government to con-
test him on the right of self deter-
mination of the Tamils. The call
was ignored by Mrs.
Bandaranaike and the seat re-
mained vacant until 1975.

At the by-election that was ul-
timately called, the rederal rarty
leader called for a mandate for
Tamil Eelam and the voters gave
him a crushing majority. He said
in his victory speech “I wish to
announce to my Tamil people and
to the country that I consider the
verdict at this election as a man-
date that the Tamil nation should
exercise the sovereignty already
vested in the Tamil people and
become free...” Thus, the formal
pledge for Tamil Eelam came even
one year before the
Vaddukkoddai resolution.

In March 1977, three months
before the elections,
Chelvanayakam fell ill and in April
he died. It was a severe blow for
the Tamil political struggle dur-
ing a crucial phase. The rumblings
of youth unrest during Mrs.

ging of the guard - 1977

Banadaranaike’s oppressive re-
gime from 1970 to 1977 had al-
ready manifested in the sensa-
tional murder of her main col-
laborator in Jaffna - Alfred
Durayappa - on July 27, 1975.
The Tamils needed a moral force
to legitimise their just griev-
ances, which only
Chelvanayakam could have pro-
vided, at a time when Tamil
youths were being hounded by
the Jayawardene government
for their acts of violence.
Amirthalingam, who suc-
ceeded to the TULF leadership
proved to be the wrong man at
the wrong moment of Tamil his-
tory. Not that he did not have
the right credentials. With his
customary chest forward stance
and the appellation ‘thalapathy’
(military commander), he had
previously earned the trust of
Tamil youths, including the
young Prabakaran. But he had
been too long a tongue-wagging
politician to have the stomach
to become a revolutionary,
which was what the historical
process demanded at that time.
The responsibility of carrying
forward the 1977 mandate given
by the Tamil people fell there-
fore: “on Prabakaran -
Amirthalingam having shirked it.
In that sense, Prabakaran was
truly Chelva’s political heir. If
that is not apparent to many, it
is because of a visual distrac-
tion: Chelvanayakam did not
carry a gun as Prabakaran does.
But it has to be realised that the
non-violent leader as well as the
armed revolutionary were both
by-products of an unrelenting
historical process, and the
crystallisation of a 40-year old
Tamil search for self-esteem and
distinct identity. To Chelva, the
search began in 1949, and to the
LTTE in 1972. ‘The Changing of
the Guard’ took place in 1977.
As much as Mahatma
Gahndhi anqd “Netaji” Subhas
Chandra Bose fought for Indian
freedom in their respective
ways, so have Chelvanayakam
and Prabakaran chosen their
own different paths, except that
they represent two different
generations, and two different
chapters of the Tamil freedom
movement.
(Thamil Sangam)

Canthe LTTE...

It appears that the Shan seces-
sionist movement is content with
the ‘limbo statehood,’ as its prin-
cipal interest by the late 20th cen-
tury had apparently become the il-
legal production and export of
opium from areas near the border
with Thailand, an area known as
the Golden Triangle.

For China, the Shan semi-state,
which is contiguous with part of
its Yunan Province, is a convenient
wedge into Myanmar, one that
gives it critical leverage over the
strategic affairs of that country.

‘Thamileelam’ has also emerged
as a 21st century semi state in the

northeast of Sri Lanka. The
Ceasefire Agreement cemented the
semi state-status of Thamileelam in
February 2002, based, as it is, on the
line of control and the strategic par-
ity of military force in the island.

Among other things, the semi
state of Thamileelam lies at the post-
Cold War geopolitical conjuncture
intersected by the strategic ambi-
tions of India, the US (and its mili-
tary allies, including Japan) and
China in the Indian Ocean.

Of these three, only India and the
US led military coalition have the
capability to impact directly on the
future of the Thamileelam semi-state.

Cont. from page 6

But neither have the military or po-
litical compulsion necessary (as of
now) to negate the semi statehood
of Thamileelam.

Instead, it appears that the incli-
nation on either side is to prolong
this semi statehood as a potential
check against the growth of the
other’s influence in the island.

For example, if we take
Tamileelam’s semi-statehood out of
the strategic equation in Sri Lanka,
what would act, for Delhi, as a criti-
cal brake on the island’s slide into
the US fold?

On the other hand, in the absence
of Tamileelam’s semi statehood

—

would-the US and its allies be able
to choreograph the peace process
in a manner that could provide them
a counter handle to India on the
island’s strategic affairs?

Both India and the US coalition
‘managing’ the talks know full well
that an acceptable political solution
to the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka is
not legally and practically possible.
But both insist on the continuation
of the talks.

This can mean only two things -
they either want Thamileelam to
continue in its current ‘limbo’ state-
hood for their respective strategic
reasons or precipitate its withering

through ‘containment.” The former
seems more probable in view of the
emerging geopolitical scenario in
this part of the Indian Ocean.

Either way ‘semi-statehood’ is
an entrapment.

(But one may still ponder the fact
that powerful military forces in the
past emerged out of ‘limbo states,’
which lurked long on the murky
margins of the comity of ancient
nations)  Sliding smoothly out of
this geo-strategic snare, un-
scathed, is the task that will politi-
cally preoccupy the LTTE in the
next phase ‘of the Tamil people’s
struggle for justice.




Pentagon, media agree
on Iraq war censorship

By Henry Michaels

uring the 1991 Gulf War,
Dthe White House and the

Pentagon imposed un-
precedented censorship on media
coverage. With the willing agree-
ment of the corporate-owned me-
dia, American military activities in
the region were mostly off-limits
to journalists. Defense Depart-
ment censors cleared photos,
video footage and battlefield dis-
patches. Reporters were allowed
to travel only in “pools,” accom-
panied by US military escorts.

With the help of this cozy rela-
tionship, the war crimes commit-
ted by the United States and al-
lied forces were systematically
covered up, while the Iraqgi forces
were demonized. Every main-
stream media outlet reported ad
nauseam that US “smart bombs”
had inflicted devastating damage
on Iraqi military targets, yet spared
civilian lives. Only later was it re-
vealed that the vast majority of
the bombs were unguided mis-
siles and that thousands of inno-
cent Iraqi men, women and chil-
dren were killed.

The same media organizations
reported that 300 premature ba-
bies in Kuwait died when Iraqi
soldiers removed them from incu-
bators, which were sent to Iraq as
loot. These Pentagon-inspired
fabrications were afforded front-
page treatment, but the retrac-
tions, which came months later,
| were buried on inside pages.

After the lies emerged, discred-
iting the media in the eyes of many
people, the proprietors sought to
blame US authorities. In a May,
1991 letter to then-secretary of
defense Dick Cheney. the Wash-
ington editors of 5 big media
outlets criticized the Pentagon for
exerting “virtually total control”
over coverage.

In reality, then as now, the me-
dia executives marched in
lockstep with the US administra-
tion.

Reporters were instructed to
follow “guidelines™ to avoid cov-
erage damaging to the war effort.
With rare exceptions, journalists
engaged in self-censorship.

Last week, confronted by deep-
ening public opposition to the
planned invasion of Iraq, the war
planners and media chiefs un-
veiled a new, more sweeping sys-
tem of media control, under the
guise of providing greater access
to frontline war reporters.

In the Pentagon’s own terminol-
ogy. about 500 journalists from se-
lected Western media agencies
will be “embedded” into the US
military. Despite the White House
pretence that it hopes to avoid
war, reporters, photographers and
camera crews have already been
assigned to designated frontline

Another clause states that all interviews with
military personnel should be on the record — an

attempt to prevent the leaks that occurred during

the Vietnam War, when servicemen anonymously
divulged damaging information or expressed
disgust about the conduct of the war. In the Iraq

war, military staff will face disciplinary action
for saying-too much

units.

Attaching reporters to combat
contingents is not entirely new —
official war correspondents were
employed in both world wars —
but the embedding scheme is on a
larger and more organized scale
than has ever been contemplated
previously. Handpicked reporters
have already undertaken training to
become accustomed to military dis-
cipline and conditioned to identify
fully with their units.

Media commentators initially
praised the Pentagon for its appar-
ent agreement not to censor articles
or broadcast footage. Yet a closer
examination of the Pentagon’s rules
reveals numerous clauses designed
to ensure that a false or sanitized
picture of events is presented to

the world.
One section of the Pentagon
document says there is “no gen-

eral review process for media prod-

ucts.” But a latter section says: “If

media are inadvertently exposed to -

sensitive information they should
be briefed after exposure on what
information they should avoid
covering.”

It adds that where a military com-
mander believes it would be ben-
eficial to the interests of the De-
partment of Defense to allow jour-
nalists to see sensitive information
that would normally be restricted,
reporters must agree to a security
review of their coverage. In other
words, journalists will be denied
most newsworthy material unless
they agree to be vetted.

Another clause states that all in-
terviews with military personnel
should be on. the record — an at-
tempt to prevent the leaks that oc-
curred during the Vietnam War,
when servicemen anonymously di-
vulged damaging information or
expressed disgust about the con-
duct of the war. In the Iraq war, mili-
tary staff will face disciplinary ac-
tion for saying too much.

The Pentagon’s rules also pre-
vent journalists from using their
own transport, so that most of the
press will get to see only what the
military high command wants them
to see. There will be no safety guar-
antees for correspondents who
take a chance on going it alone. On
the contrary, they are being spe-
cifically warned that using their
satellite phones could make them
targets for unfriendly missile fire.
On the Iraqi side, moreover, the
opening days of blitzkrieg will make
reporting highly dangerous.

In a February 18 interview on the
US Public Broadcasting Service,
Bryan Whitman, deputy assistant
secretary of defense for media op-
erations, disclosed some of the
motivation behind the new system.
He spoke of the “beauty of embed-
ding” from the Pentagon’s point of
view.

“We want to be able to protect
that information that is going to
determine the success of an opera-
tion, and we don’t want any report-
ing that’s going to unnecessarily
jeopardize those individuals that
are executing that mission.... I also
have never met a journalist, particu-
larly one that’s traveling with that
unit, that would have any interest
in compromising the mission of the
unit.”

Whitman confirmed that unit
commanders will have final control
over dispatches. “Well, clearly
there is a need to protect any op-
erational security out there. Report-
ers will be pre-briefed. They’ll be
debriefed if they come in contact
with sensitive information on what
it is that is inappropriate to either
report on or inappropriate to report
on at this time because it will affect

-the outcome of the operation or

endanger the personnel that are

‘engaged in that operation.”

If_ any disputes arise, Whitman
expressed confidence that the mili-
tary and media *“chains of com-
mand” will ensure that no adverse
material is published. “I don’t think
that reasonable people will dis-
agree. | think the disagreements on
that type of information will be rare.
And if necessary, they’ll be adjudi-
cated not only through the news
organizations’ chain of command
but also through the military chain
of command.”

British and Australian corre-
spondents may be similarly at-
tached to their military, whereas
journalists from other countries will

be excluded, making most front-
line coverage dependent on the
major agencies from countries
actively engaged in the assault.

Some veteran war correspon-
dents have spoken out against the
Pentagon rules. Former CNN cor-
respondent Bernard Shaw, one of
a handful of journalists to report
from Baghdad during the 1991
war, said in a CNN television in-
terview:

“The idea of journalists allow-
ing themselves to be taken un-
der the wing of the United States
military to me is very dangerous.
I think journalists who agree to
go with combat units effectively
become hostages of the military,
which can control the move-
ments of the journalists and,
more importantly, control their
ability when they file their sto-
TiESe:

In general, the media has bur-
ied these criticisms. A greater
concern, registered in a number
of comments, is that a too trans-
parent identification with the Pen-
tagon will further tarnish the cred-
ibility of the media, especially
since millions of people now have
access to alternative sources of
news, information and analysis via
the Internet.

One comment in the Brmsh
Guardian noted: “When Allied
forces were last on their way to
the Gulf in 1991, the Internet was
little more than a gaggle of
bearded academics swapping in-
formation on their latest computer
programs. The last Gulf war her-
alded the coming of age of rolling
news television. CNN, with re-
porters on the ground and in the
studio, made its name by compre-
hensively outperforming its tra-
ditional rivals.

“But now 24-hour news is com-
monplace; it is the web that is
opening up a world of different
perspectives and viewpoints. As
we’ve seen over the past two
years, from September 11 to the
subsequent war on terror and the
current countdown to war, after
the initial rush towards
recognised news sources such as
the BBC and CNN, web users
started to cast their net far wider
as they searched for explanation
and context.”

These reservations are reveal-
ing. Once the US-led bombard-
ment of the people of Iraq com-
mences, the Pentagon and the
corporate media will be doing ev-
erything in their power to strictly
control and massage the cover-
age of the ensuing carnage. Yet,
their efforts are likely to only
widen the gulf between the offi-
cial political and media establish-
ment and the international pub-
lic, which has already expressed
its growing hostility to US milita-
rism. (WSWS)




Urbanisation kills nature

at Sinnauppodai

By Manoharadas Manobavan

It was a blisteringly hot day in

April, the year 1991. The time

was about half past two in the
afternoon. The heat was unbear-
able, even in the usually cooler
environments of Sinnauppodai. It
was quiet, very quiet, apart from
the occasional whisk of a bicycle
on the road. Suddenly, there was
a cry, a cry of somebody, some-
thing, in agony. A cry of an ani-
mal dying; a cry of fear! Rushing
towards the sound I found a goat
being strangled by a ‘cat like’
thing. ‘Cat like’ — that’s where the
similarity with the domestic felines
ends.

It was bigger than the goat,
stockier and, with powerful jaws
it was draining out the last of the
life source off the goat. As if I was
pre-programmed to safeguard the
lifestock of human kind, I found a
piece of rock big enough to
frighten the ‘thing’. After the third
stone, which was successful in
making an impact on its phy-
sique, it left the goat and began
to walk towards the Kannamadu
on the westerly fringes of
Sinnauppodai. Mind you, it didn’t
run, but just walked casually.
There was as aura of authority
about the beast.

For a moment it turned back -
looked at the state of its prey and
then at me, directly in to the eyes.
It was the first time I had faced a
‘real’ predator in action — the gaze
was unbearable, it penetrated
deep into my eyes, very hypnotic.
I can still remember the fire in its
eyes. There was something very
majestic about the beast — which
I understood, was a wildcat or
minx. A dying breed of the big
cats; which was once present all
over in Eurasia in plenty. I realised
that it had done nothing wrong.
It was simply defending its bor-
der against human encroachment.
I was the wrongdoer for having
disturbed its act of defending its
territory. The goat died a few min-
utes later...

This was Sinnauppodai about
a decade ago. There were myths
about crocodiles in Kannamadu
near the Sinhala Mahavidyala.
(Kannamadu been completely
filled up and is getting over-
crowded with houses and a lot of
concrete pavements). We had a
lot of trees, most of them endemic
to the eastern province. I spent
most of my time wandering in the
marshy woodland looking at birds
and just marvelling at the trees,
which would probably explain
why I am still stuck at the
Kingston University trying to fin-
ish a postgraduate research
project in vegetation dynamics.
Growing up in Sinnauppodai was

Sinnauppodai being, subjected to rapid urban development over
the past decade has become a prime residential area. Displaced
people from all over the Batticaloa district have bought land and
have begun building houses. As a result, Sinnauppodai has
become a rapidly expanding and affluent suburban community
with real estate prices skyrocketing

an experience, a happy experience
that I'll treasure for the rest of my
useful life.

Eleven years later, on another hot
day in early September, I was
shocked when I looked into our
well. There was hardly any water
there. All the wells in Sinnauppodai
were running dry. People were blam-
ing it on the drought, saying that
the year 2002 was exceptionally dry.
But, this never happened in
Sinnauppodai before. The yearly
Statistical Handbook for Batticaloa
District revealed that the district
had received rainfall in excess of
2000mm in 2001, way above the
average 1500mm for the district. So,
we had received enough water,
which leads to the logical argument
that we were wasting it or not re-
taining it properly as ground water.

Sinnauppodai and its surround-
ings have been blessed with a sys-
tem of interconnected water bod-
ies. which act as recharging facili-
ties for ground water. Thamaraikerni
off the northeastern borders of the
area, which lies on both sides of
the Bar Road, collects runoff water
and drains it to the marshes near it.
When the marsh reaches its carry-
ing capacity it then drains the ex-
cess water to the Sinnauppodai (a
generic name), which is a combi-

nation of the Keeriodai,
Sinnauppodai and Periyauppodai.
On the western side,

Kannamadu receives run off wa-

ter via a drainage system from the -

vast areas of Urani. And likewise
excess water drains into the
Sinnauppodai. When
Sinnauppodai exceeds its capac-
ity the water is then drained onto
the Batticaloa lagoon near the
point where the Periyauppodai po-
lice post is located nowadays.
Anybody who has tasted water
from these water bodies in the late
monsoon periods just after the
rains will know that the salt con-
tents of the water bodies differ.
Compared to the lagoon
Sinnauppodai is less salty;
whereas Thamarikerni and
Kannamadu have fresh water.
Speculating on this perspective
with a slightly scientific eye, you
would probably realise that a So-
dium Chloride (‘salt’ to the non
chemists amongst us) concentra-

tion gradient is in operation in this
natural system of water bodies.
This concentration gradient is
something similar to the oxygen
concentration gradient that is func-
tions inside a fish’s gill (which is
the natural mechanism that enables
the fish to breath in a relative oxy-
gen poor environment) has been
the natural barrier that has been
preventing the intrusion of saltwa-
ter in to the freshwater table in the
area.

Historically, the area surrounding
these water bodies has been
sparsely populated. The main ar-
eas of human inhabitation being
the Burgher communities found in
the eastern end of Sinnauppodai
and in Periyauppodai. In those days
this was an area of semi-natural
woodlands and marshlands inter-
cepted by the occasional coconut
plantations. And, this was the case,
almost to the turn of the last cen-

tury.
But, what we have now is an al-
together different scenario.

Sinnauppodai being, subjected to
rapid urban development over the
past decade has become a prime

prices skyrocketing.

This relatively new growth of
human inhabitation has resulted in
more wells being dug thus impos-
ing yet more strain on the local
ground water table. And, how this
affects the recharging capacities of
the water bodies of the area is an-
other big question as the encroach-
ment by human populations, clearly
evident in these wetlands, has re-
sulted in the ‘choking’ of the
Sinnauppodai. This has lead to very
dramatic conditions in the environs
— severe drought in the hot season
and increased (most of the times
uncontrollable) flooding during the
monsoon periods.

However, the main scope of this
article is to give a snapshot of what
happened in the months of Septem-
ber and October of last year. Hav-
ing talked to some concerned resi-
dents of the area, we, together with
a lot of support from a few academ-
ics at the Eastern University began
negotiating deals with the
Batticaloa Municipal Council. And
it was agreed since what
Sinnauppodai and the surround-
ings was experiencing is a problem

As wetland-based ecosystems such as
Batticaloa and its peripheries are becoming
degraded due to human action, restoration

efforts need to be more pronounced.

Developing a successful restoration plan,
however, depends on a solid knowledge of the
system concerned. But, my question is do the
developers have any idea about the system as a
whole or even know enough to appreciate the
fact that such a system exists?

residential area. Displaced people
from all over the Batticaloa district
have bought land and have begun
building houses. As a result,
Sinnauppodai has become a rap-
idly expanding and affluent subur-
ban community with real estate

that is faced by the whole of

Batticaloa in general, we called on
all the government departments
and local authorities concerned for
a preliminary meeting to discuss the
future of Sinnauppodai (or the fate

of the wetlands of Batticaloa in
general).

We were fortunate enough to
stumble upon some historical data
in the form of survey department
maps (or plans), which dated back
to the year 1967. After looking at
the plans it was clearly evident
that whoever had planned the
drainage systems in those times
has had made provisions for the
water bodies to function to their
potential. It was also evident that
they had known about the impor-
tance of the water bodies and had
appreciated their environmental
significance. But, what has hap-
pened in the recent times - mainly
due to human inhabitation with-
out proper foresightedness - had
aggravated the problems in this
highly sensitive area. These are
in these modern times more ad-
vanced scientific knowledge than
that of the sixties and we should
be ashamed that we have done
nothing, not taken even a single
step, to preserve what was
handed over to us by the plan-
ners of an earlier era.

So, after a lot of hype, a meet-
ing was finally called on the 7
October 2002 in the District Sec-
retariat auditorium. I was pleas-
antly surprised to see the turnout
- a lot of people attended the meet-
ing. We, the campaigners gave a
general framework about the prob-
lem and let the authorities take it
on afterwards. But, what hap-
pened later was not what was ex-
pected from the people who were
getting paid to manage the
district’s natural resources. They
went abeut criticising everything
under the sun and reached no
conclusion. However, a commit-
tee was set up - to take this issue
forward to the people of the area.

And, a few weeks later the au-
thorities did go to the people,
meetings were held in the locali-
ties and vigilante committees were
set up. Sinnauppodai was cleaned
for the first time in years - thanks
to a shramadana campaign. The
people participated eagerly and
the municipality made promises to
collect garbage on regular basis.
We, the hardcore fundamentalists
were very happy about it. We
even thought that environmental
awareness in Batticaloa was tak-
ing on a favourable turn. It was
all’s-well for a few weeks, but it’s
back to the sad old ways of mis-
management again.

Here is an excerpt from an e-
mail sent to me from one of my
fellow campaigners:

“Keeriodai is getting abused
day by day. Not only the garbage
dumps are getting bigger, but also
encroachments are getting larger.
A barbed wire fence appeared
suddenly on the little piece of bare
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land just opposite to our house,
across the odai. I informed to one
of the relevant high officers im-
mediately, he promised to inspect
the place. But to my amusement
two days later coconut trees were
planted; garbage has also been
dumped in attempt to raise the
level of the land. It seems that
someone bought the bank of the
odai.

“I am sure in few years time half
of the odai will be filled up. I am
living here for the past six years. I
could see that the depth of the
odai is becoming less as time goes
on. Nobody bothers to care. All
my complaints go unheard. This
December Sinnauppodai road
went under water unlike in the
earlier years. The Kannamadu
area has been filled up completely.
To reach my house I detoured
through Periyauppodai. The gar-
bage dump is growing both sides
of the road near the culvert day
by day. It seems the authorities
are determined to destroy this
beautiful and a very useful water
body.”

What that little paragraph

“states in a nutshell is what has

happened .in the last four months
after the Sinnauppodai rehabilita-

tion meeting. If these things go un-
attended right in the middle of the
urban fringes of the city, then what
is the fate of the issues in the back-
ward areas? I am totally disap-
pointed with the way this was
treated by the people who are re-
sponsible.

On another hand, this experience
can be used as a model to under-
stand the situation prevailing in this
war-torn land from an environmen-
tal management perspective. In a
district that was rampaged by the
cyclone of the late 70s, the natural
environment was not given a single
chance to repair itself due to the
last twenty year’s of civil war. These
natural and anthropegenical influ-
ences have degraded a very sensi-
tive environment - giving it-no
chance to recover. I purposely use
the word ‘sensitive,” as the
Batticaloa district is unique in many
aspects from a climatological point
of view. Even though it’s generally
accepted that this region belongs
to the Monsoonal Dry Zone, what
everyone forgets is the fact that the
narrow strip of land bordering the

‘Batticaloa lagoon from Eravur to

Kallar in the south belongs to the
very arid climatic zone. But, this is
never felt, by us the locals, thanks

-are disappearing day by day - the

.ing much more severe. Drinking

to human action, restoration efforts
need to be more pronounced. De-
veloping a successful restoration
plan, however, depends on a solid
knowledge of the system con-
cerned. But, my question is do the
developers have any idea about the
system as a whole or even know
enough to appreciate the fact that
such a system exists?

“Wetlands are among the most
important ecosystems on earth.
water will definitely be a problem. They provide habitats for a wide
On the other hand, flooding during _variety of fauna and flora, they per-
the mosoonal periods will become form yaluable functions in hydro-
uncontrollable. Whilst this is hap-- logic and- chemical cycles by
pening in the land, the lagoon is cleansing polluted waters, prevent-
being mismanaged in all possible . ing floods, protecting shore lines
ways. Land filling and prawn farm- and recharging ground water aqui-
ing are just two examples of these fers.”
acts. Any school child that has read his

I totally agree-with the fact that
human migration to the urban ar-
eas (in this case aggravated migra-
tion from rural areas to the city, due
to the war) is unpredictable and
unavoidable. But, what has hap-
pened to the planners and resource
managers? Why are they allowing
unauthorised landfills and uncon-
troHable clustering of houses?

As wetland-based ecosystems
such as Batticaloa and its periph-
eries are becoming degraded due

to the ample supply of ground wa-
ter and the wetland vegetation in
the region.

This narrow strip of land is where
most of the 50,000 plus of the
district’s population live. This is a
region that is rapidly expanding as
one of the East’s largest spreads of
the urban sprawl. As the wetlands

threat to the environment is becom- *

aware of the statement above. But,
why do the authorities that boast of
qualifications in planning and re-
source management disregard these
as next to nothing? A Chinese prov-
erb that says, “it’s better to be kind
at home than to burn incense at a
faraway place.” My question is: “are
we being kind enough with our en-
vironment, which is the very basis
of our existence as a community?”’

In the past a lot of environmental

or her social studies textbook is .

rehabilitation projects have been
started and failed to go on due to
a lot of factors within, and beyond
our control. The Sinnauppodai
movement is yet another example
of this. What is left is the sense
of disappointment of a few keen
individuals who have tried hard,
but failed to have their voices
heard amongst the humdrum of
the bureaucratic machinery. So
where do we stand? Where are
we heading? As someone who
has been trained to foresee the
fate of natural systems, I fear for
the fate of Batticaloa’s natural en-
vironment.

Development is not about build-
ing houses or increasing the num-
ber of industries. It is also about
learning to co-operate with the
natural environment and develop-
ing gradually, in a more sustain-
able way. I am ashamed to say that
the word ‘sustainability’ has to-
tally been ignored in Batticaloa.

And to end all my frustration I
quote a saying from the Native
Americans: “We have not inher-
ited the earth from our forefathers,
but have borrowed it from our
children...” (Centre for Earth
and Environmental Science Re-
search, Kingston University, UK)
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The ruins of a Catholic church in Pullumalai

By D. Sivaram

“The Sinhala soldiers came to
the place in Moonkilmalai (Bam-
boo hill) where we were hiding.
They rounded up and took away
everyone who was hiding in the
(Chena) plantation there. My
younger brother and his wife
were also captured by the sol-
diers. My sister in law was eight
months pregnant at the time.
Several soldiers raped her in
front of my brother as she lay
bleeding and screaming in pain
on the ground. Then they
slashed open her stomach, took
out the foetus and trampled it
with their boots. As she lay dead
in a pool of blood they shot my
younger brother dead through
his ear. Then they put him on top
of his wife.

“Near them lay six men from the
village including Yoganathan, his
father Aarumugam, Jeganathan
and Ramaiah. The soldiers had
ripped open one of the dead
men’s chests and had stripped
out his liver and entrails. To this
day still do not know what hap-
pened to the others who were
taken away by the army”, says
Soosaimuthu Thambimuthu, who
has been living in Rugam, a ham-
let, 32 kilometres northwest of
Batticaloa, since his family was

massacred in Pullumalai by the Sri
Lankan army in 1984.

Pullumalai (which in Tamils
means ‘grass hill) was once a pros-
perous village on the A5 highway,
lying not too far from the Sinhala
border. The village’s population
was brutally terrorised and driven
out of the region since 1983 by the
Sri Lankan army and the elite Spe-
cial Task Force commandos. The
SLA and later the STF, chased the
Tamil population out of the town
by massacring innocent civilians
in the area at least five times since
1983. No one in the village knows
what happened to more than four
hundred men, women and children
who were taken away by the SLA
and the STF during their raids into
Pullumalai.

All of these are still missing ac-
cording to informed persons from
the village who now live in
Batticaloa and the Thannamunai
village, 5 kilometres northwest of
the eastern town. The SLA con-
tinued to systematically massacre
innocent civilians in the place un-
til it became a ghost town by 1987.
The few Tamils of Pullumalai who
escaped the SLA massacres live
in chill penury today. Their homes
were burnt and most of their prop-
erties were subsumed or forfeited
by the Sinhala state (SLA, STF)
under Emergency Regulations and
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e, on the morning of Thiruvembavai festival in
December 1984 nine persons were arrested,.now lying in ruins.

the Prevention of Terrorism Act.

The Sri Lanka army arrested and
murdered all the children of
Kathirvelu Rasammah. “In 1983,
1984 and 1990, one by one, they
(the SLA) took away her boys from
Batticaloa and shot them dead”,
said a senior human rights lawyer
in Batticaloa.

“In 1986 the SLA put up a camp
in the heart of Pullumalai itself.
Most young men in the village hid
in the surrounding jungles on the
hillocks to avoid detection and
capture.

The soldiers would come to our
village regularly and wreak havoc

there”, Kathirvelu Rasammah said.
Her husband too was murdered by
the army.

Pullumalai is on the 253rd mile-
post on the A5 highway between
Chenkaladi and Badulla in the cen-
tral hills of the island. Nine men
were arrested from the Pullumalai
Pillaiyar temple on the morning of
Thiruvembavai Festival in Decem-
ber 1984. Later they arrested and
took away the temple’s priest and
several persons who had shops
around the shrine. All are believed
to have been murdered by the SLA.
In 1986 seven men who were ar-
rested in the village were shot dead

and were burnt before the temple.

In 1990. the SLA massacred
more than 50 innocent civilians
in the village. Describing the
massacre, Soosaimuththu Jo-
seph, a survivor, said: “We hid
in the shrub jungle until the
troops left the village. When we
went back we saw a mangle of
bodies. Peter and his family lay
dead. There were naked bodies
of women shot and killed by the
army lying about. Your blood
would boil over if you had seen
the infants whose bodies -they
had ripped.apart.”

Pullaumalai awaits justice.
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