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Census Dept.’s contribution to
Lanka’s political arithmetic

The Department of Census and
Statistics has introduced two new
categories in the 2001 census, which
demographers believe will dilute the

numbers of those who appear un-

der the statistical head of the ‘Sri
Lankan Tamils,” and ‘Indian Tamils’
thereby reducing the numerical
strength of those communities on
paper.

The questionnaire for the census
circulated in the 2001 included the
categories of ‘Chetties’ and
‘Bharathas’ that were not included
in the questionnaire in former cen-
suses. What is more, they have been

categorised as ‘ethnic- groups’
whereas in Sri Lanka, the Chetties are
known as a homogenous caste group.
There is Chetties are an influential
caste group in Jaffna and among the
Mukkuvas of Batticaloa too there is a
matri-clan known as Chetty Kudi.:
The Bharathas have also been in-
troduced as an ethnic group in the
questionnaire in the 2001 census.
There are two important Bharatha
groups in Sti Lanka. One is the group
of sea-faring families residing from
around Chilaw down to Colombo.
Besides these indigenised littoral con-
nected Bharathas, there were also a

handful of Bharathas in the Colombo
Municipality who settled during the
British rule, especially to work in the
Colombo harbour.

In the questionnaire given to the
enumerators for taking the count of
the people, gives the following break;
down for the ethnic groupings in the
country: Sinhalese, Sri Lanka Tamil,
Indian Tamil, Sri Lanka Moor,
Burgher, Malay, Sti Lankan Chetty,
Bharatha and. other. Sy

“This appears to be a subtle way
whereby the various benefits that ac-
crues to the Tamil community by vir-
tue of its numerical strength will be

LTTE frees six SLLA soldiers

Tamil Tiger rebels freed six Sri
Lankan soldiers on Wednesday af-
ter holding them for two weeks in
an incident that sparked protests
and raised concerns about the sin-
cerity of the guerrillas’ commit-
ment to end 19 years of war.

The soldiers were grabbed by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil

Eelam (LTTE), who demanded the
release of two of their cadres ar-
rested for allegedly carrying weap-
ons in government territory.
“'They are free and in the hands
of the Red Cross and will be handed
over to the military,” said Teitur
Torkelsson, spokesman for the Sri
Lankan Monitoring Mission that

oversees a truce in place since Feb-
ruary.

The two cadres were released on
bail earlier on Wednesday and
handed over to the LTTE in the east-
ern port town of Trincomalee.

+ “"This has not been good for the
confidence of the people. It sends
Cont. on page 2

gradually reduced,” said a retired de-
mographer, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Tamil sources meanwhile said the
matter would have to be raised in par-
liament as a matter of urgency because

such underhand methods of brining
about permanent political disabili-
ties to the Tamil people could result
in tensions appearing even in the
peace process. (See full story on
page five)

Tamil community leaders in the

district’s southeastern coast said
that incidents of violence cannot

ate steps are not taken to remove
fears, suspicions and old hatreds
between the people and the STF
in the region.

Their appeal came amidst accu-
sations that the protestors at
Kanjirankudah had entered the
STFE camp there and had tried to
set fire and had attempted to de-
stroy the place. ' :

main villages on the Ampara

be fully controlled here if immedi-

Tamils demand STF
“camp be removed

The STF triggered the incident
by severely assaulting and injuring
two Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) activists in front of
the Kanjirankudah camp on
Wednesday morning.

Tensions ran high in Tamil areas
of Ampara’s southeastern coast af-
ter word spread that two members
of the LTTE were severely as-
saulted by the STF and had been
admitted to hospital.

Kanjirankudah is 84 kilometres
south of Batticaloa. The STF camp

; Cont. on page 2
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Army violation o

I agre

ement

led to LTTE arrest of soldiers

By Taurus

As per Clause 1.6 of the
Ceasefire Agreement entered into
by the Government of Sri Lanka
(GOSL) and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), the par-
ties shall provide information to
the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM) regarding defence locali-
ties in all areas of contention. The
SLMM shall assist the parties in
drawing up demarcation lines at
the latest by D-day + 30 that was
23" March 2002.

It is claimed that this has not
been done. It is interesting to note
that even Sampoor, in
Trincomalee District, which is
known to be under LTTE control,
is claimed by the Sri Lanka Army
(SLA) in Trincomalee to be un-
der its authority.

Under the circumstances, an
understanding was reached be-

tween the two parties. According

to the agreement, LTTE cadres
straying into areas supposed to
be controlled by the security
forces should be escorted back
into territory presumed to be
under LTTE control and vice
versa. This would be so even if
the parties were armed.

It is said that LTTE adheres to
this agreement. Earlier, when two
SLA personnel entered a place
called Vattam in an LTTE-con-
trolled area near Muttur, they were
not arrested but allowed to leave
the place and the SLMM informed
of the incident. The SLA and po-
lice were however not following
this (violations by the navy of the
Ceasefire Agreement is not ad-
dressed in this article).

Two fairly senior LTTE cadres
were arrested by the SLA close to
their camp near Vilvery area and

Iwo fairly senior LTTE cadres were arrested
by the SLA close to their camp near Vilvery
area and handed over to Uppuveli police. In
spite of the assurances given by police
officers in Trincomalee, realising their
mistake in not following the agreement, there
was vehement objection to bail by the state

M

handed over to Uppuveli police. In
spite of the assurances given by po-
lice officers in Trincomalee,
realising their mistake in not follow-
ing the agreement, there was vehe-
ment objection to bail by the state.
It is naive to think that the counsel
appearing for the police would have
done so without instructions from
his superiors.

It is reported that an understand-
ing was reached with the police due

.to the incidents cited above that

whenever they arrested an LTTE
cadre with arms in a grey area near
their camps, the SLMM would be
informed about it without rushing
the arrested persons immediately to
the Magistrates Court and having
them remanded in fiscal custody
along with common criminals.

The 2™ September incident was
another example of overzealous se-
nior officers at Kanthalai police sta-
tion who are notorious for their
human rights violations with inci-
dents like Potkerny and Kanthalai
cell death, which are still being in-
vestigated, going all out to scuttle
the peace process.

On this day it is said that a posse
of policemen from Kanthalai police
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went into the jungle near
Eechankulam off Mullipothanai al-
most six kilometres from the main
Trincomalee- Kandy road and ar-
rested two LTTE cadres,
Kandasamy Ramasamy and
Mathavan Wasanthan who were at
a forward sentry position near their
camp. According to their interview
to the media, after being enlarged
on bail they were duped by the po-
lice into stating that a senior officer
would like to speak to them and
were then bundled into the jeep.
They have also stated that the po-
lice assaulted them.

The LTTE claims it always treats
army personnel trespassing into its

territory well before releasing them,
which has been endorsed by the
other side.

The arrest of seven SLA person-
nel on 25" September in Vilgam
Vihare area who strayed into LTTE
territory with arms was forced on
them due to the SLA and the State
not following the agreement
reached at between the two parties.
Even the LTTE's goodwill exercise
in releasing one of them on hu-
manitarian ground was not recip-
rocated.

The hartal organised on 3% and
4" October by the Sinhalese in
Trincomalee with the blessings of
the JVP, the Buddhist clergy and the
public brought from Kanthalai was
different from other
hartals organized in the past accord-
ing to the Consortium of NGOs
Trincomalee District. They state that
the police had made all possible
endeavours to minimize inconve-
nience to the public on the earlier
occasions. The police requested
shops to be kept open and saw to it
that no obstruction was placed on
the public roads.

However it was reported that this
time’s hartal was something special.
Roadblocks were erected and tyres
burnt thereby polluting the environ-
ment, while the police stood idly by.
Freedom of movement of law-abid-

ing citizens were violated and
sometimes such freedom was de-
nied even to judges and members
of the legal profession.

Itis amazing that, as reported in
the press, the majority community
finally got the much-awaited op-
portunity to voice its grievances
when Minister Milinda Moragoda
visited Trincomalee and Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
decided to look into the needs of
the Sinhalese of Trincomalee.

It was at the behest of the Sin-
halese that the New Market was
built at a colossal expense to tax-
payers of Trincomalee town, but
has been prevented from operat-
ing. The beach between the clock
tower and Fort Frederick has be-
come the unauthorised town of
Samudragama enjoying electricity
and water supply. (This was whilst
the former PA Minister Mangala
Samaraweera was busy demolish-
ing unauthorised buildings in Co-
lombo and the rest of the coun-
try).

Itis a sad reflection of times that
the demonstration by the Sinha-
lese for the release of SLA per-
sonnel had to take place next to
the clock tower where many
Tamils were burnt during the
1990 ethnic  cleansing  of
Trincomalee.

LTTE frees...

the wrong signal to take prison-
ers in the middle of a ceasefire,”
Torkelsson said. :

The grabbing of the soldiers
sparked protests in Trincomalee,
where 1,000 residents blocked traf-
fic last week.

“"The timing of the incident was
especially confusing, with the pris-
oner-of-war exchange,” he said,
referring to a prisoner swap that
took place several weeks ago as a
confidence-building gesture ahead
of a second round of peace talks.

The Tigers, fighting fora separate

Tamils demand...

here overlooks the key junction
where the interior road from
Akkaraipattu town through the
farmlands of the area meets the main
coastal road to Pottuvil.

The head of the LTTE’s political
division for the Pottuvil area, M.
Visuvanathan and a Tiger activist,
Christy Rajah were travelling in a
tractor when some commandos of
the STF stopped them at the
Kanjirankudah camp, which is by
the main road on the island’s south-
eastern coast around 10.30 a.m.
Wednesday morning. The comman-
dos had started assaulting the driver
and Rajah when they had got:down
from the tractor to find out why they
had been stopped.

state in the island’s north and east,
initially demanded the uncondi-
tional release of their cadres in re-
turn for the soldiers, saying they
were in disputed territory.

Under the ceasefire, soldiers and
rebels are allowed to travel in but
are not allowed to carry weapons
in the other side’s area.

The head of the monitoring mis-
sion, Trond Furuhovde, met LTTE
political wing leader S.P.
Thamilselvan last week to discuss
ways to avoid similar incidents.

The second round of the Norwe-

Visuvanathan™had then inter-
vened and informed the STF per-
sonnel who were assaulting them
that he was an LTTE official and that
they were transporting some mate-
rial for constructing a memorial.

The STF commandos told him
that they knew he was from the
LTTE and that is why they were as-
saulting the driver and Rajah.
Thereafter they had severely beaten
up Visuvanathan too with the
handle of a mammoty.

The two LTTE members were se-
riously injured in the STF assault
and had to be admitted to the
Thirukkovil hospital for treatment.

Tensions ran high in the Tamil
villages of the Ampara district as

Cont. from page 1

gian-brokered peace talks will be-
gin in neutral Thailand™ater this
month to try to end a conflict that
has cost more than 64,000 lives.

A death fast by prisoners held
as suspected terrorists also ended
on Wednesday when officials as-
sured the prisoners that their de-
mand to be released or quickly
tried would be met.

More than 100 ethnic Tamils
were fasting to protest against their
detention under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act, a government device
used to combat the Ti gers. (Reuter)

Cont. from page 1

word spread that the STF had as-
saulted LTTE activists.

Later in the day about five hun-
dred people from the village of
Vinayagapuram went in a proces-
sion to demonstrate in front of the
Kanjirankudah STF camp against
the assault.

Tensions were further exacer-
bated in the Vinayagapuram area
because the STF at Kanjirankudah
was perceived as the main perpe-
trators of the total ban on cultiva-
tion here last year. Thousands of

farmers faced ruin when the STF ;

barred them from entering the rice-
producing region south of
Kanjirankudah after they had

ploughed and sown their fields.
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Anybody for rehabilitating the
Minister ot Rehabilitation?

By Rajpal Abeynayake

foreign correspondent
told me that Ranil
Wickremesinghe may be

looking for a Nobel Prize — but
whatever the merits or demerits of
that suggestion maybe, one of the
most intriguing figures in the 2002
peace effort is of course Jayalath
Jayewardene or Dr JJ as he is
widely known.

Jayewardene is a man who en-
joys alternately — and it appears
on separate days, the status of
demi God and buffoon. Some say
the truth about the man of course
as is usual about these things lies
somewhere in-between. Jayalath
Jayewardene however is a politi-
cal phenomenon that needs to be
considered a little apart from any
of the other political operators
who are seen these days in the
national political arena.

One thing about Jayewardene
is that he does not seem to be an
ideologue. He has little or noth-
ing to say abut what he does,
about the various underpinnings
and ramifications of his work as
the Minister of Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction. It is interesting
also about how he traverses from
being seen in the South as a
‘fraud’ and as a ‘national re-
deemer’ of sorts. :

It is also very rarely that a man
with very little charisma can be a
political force in his party in his

Dr. Jayalath Jayawardena

own right. This is not to say that
Jayewardene has immense clout
within the UNF, But what he has
been able to do is to win a follow-
ing among mostly the English
speaking liberal intellectuals,
which is going to stand him in very
good stead in his future political
undertakings.

More than any other politicians
in the South, Jayewardene is seen
by those who are poised against the
current peace initiatives of the UNF
as an ‘agent’ of some sorts for vari-
ous interests that are subversive of
the Sri Lankan state. He was being
branded as a traitor by the various
news channels of the previous re-
gime, almost on a daily basis.
Jayewardene is not exactly imper-
vious to this criticism. The curious
thing is that he seems to live so
much in a world of his own — a

Jayewardene is not exactly impervious to this

criticism. The curious thing is that he seems to live so
much in a world of his own— a political world of his
own — that he barely hears this criticism. This is not
by design. It shows that the man is not politically
sensitive to the developments around him, and that he

does not have his antennae tuned to the vital political

developments of the day

political world of his own — that
he barely hears this criticism. This
is not by design. It shows that the
man is not politically sensitive to
the developments around him, and
that he does not have his antennae
tuned to the vital political devel-
opments of the day.

But, as far as his specific endeavor
of continuing and surviving in his
mission as the Minister of Recon-
struction and Rehabilitation goes —
this sort of rarified ignorance that
he shows of the realpolitik of these
times, stands him in good stead.

On many occasions Jayewardene
has also been portrayed as a buf-
foon by the local media — particu-
larly by The Sunday Leader which
has of course exposed some of his

. shadier doings also in the process.

This makes him a sort of person
that needs always to be polishing

up his image to live up to the ex-
pectations of the liberal intellec-
tuals who are for the most part, his
backers. But so far he has not been
able to shore up his image as any
sort of man of substance, some-
thing that Milinda Moragoda has
been able to do for instance, with-
out breaking a sweat.

Moragoda seems to be held in
high esteem for example among the
LTTE hierarchy and there have been
some who have voiced the opinion

‘that he has forged the closest link

so far for any politician of the South
with the LTTE, for as long as any-
body could remember. But yet,
Moragoda has remarkably been able
to deflect any criticism of being an
‘agent’ or being a ‘traitor.’

This therefore is a good study of
the politics of the day. Jayewardene
remains the outsider, and the po-

litical yokel because he is pre-
cisely that for the local political
elite. Jayewardene is a ‘hick’
compared to the smooth Mr.
Moragoda who has actually done
nothing very tangible however,

- except to build up his image very

carefully.

The liberal intellectuals who
are the chief and most reliable
constituency of the ruling politi-
cal elite will never tolerate a po-
litical hick even though they will
praise one. This is why
Jayewardene is today in the posi-
tion of being seen as a do-gooder,
a do-gooder almost of the saintly
kind, but nothing much more.

But the liberal intelligentsia
also does not want to give out the
wrong message. They do not want
to show that just because
Jayewardene is a bit of a ‘hick’
and a ‘buffoon’, that they are
about to ignore him or leave him
to his own devices. That will be
suicidal to their general project —
which is why Jayewardene even
though he 1is never quite
‘mainstreamed’ by the liberal
elite, is always being looked-af-
ter or showered with accolades in
some other way. They will see
that he gets his honorary Doctor-
ate, and they will see that his im-
age as a do-gooder is appreciated
to the point where he is almost a
candidate for canonization. But
if you are mother Theresa, you
will always stay Theresa.

Tamil leader defends work in children’s homes

By Feizal Samath

A controversial welfare
organisation in Sri Lanka’s north-
ern Vanni region, widely believed
to be controlled by the Tamil Ti-
gers, is fending off allegations that
the children’s homes it runs are
feeding recruits to the rebel army.

“That’s absolutely untrue.
Come and take a look at our fa-
cilities and you would understand
the work that’s being done,” said
Dr Jay Maheswaran from the
Tamil Rehabilitation Organisation
(TRO) based in Kilinochchi,
nearly 300 km north of the capi-
tal.

Speaking on the sidelines of a
children’s summit in Colombo last
week, Maheswaran — better
known to the Sri Lankan public
as amember of the Tigers’ delega-
tion at the peace talks with the Sri
Lankan government in Thailand in
September — said unfair allega-
tions had been made about
children’s homes and pre-schools
run by the TRO.

“Some children have lived and
been cared in our, homes during
the extent of the 19-year old war,”
he said. ’Many children have re-
turned home during times when
conditions have improved while

we also helped a girl - who had been
in one of our homes for a long pe-
riod - to get married.” The Austra-
lia-based Maheswaran, an agricul-
tural scientist and the development
specialist on the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) delegation
for peace talks, spoke at the Oct. 1-
3 International Conference on Chil-
dren in Armed Conflict organised
by Save the Children in Britain and
Norway in Colombo.

Dealing at length with the work of
the organisation, he said the TRO runs
eight rehabilitation homes and more
than 300 pre-schools in the Vanni
district.

He spoke about the needs of chil-
dren in the Vanni, the worst war-af-
fected region in Sri Lanka, saying the
intensity of the war and the economic
embargo has set back the region by
20 years.

Acknowledging improvements to
the region after the peace process
since December and the lifting of the
economic embargo, the development
specialist said there was still a lot more
to be done and a great need for infra-
structure for schools and hospitals.

“Doctors are in short supply and
the lack of proper refrigeration means

we can’t store vaccines,” he pointed

out.
The war situation has traumatised

many children in the region. Many’

have lost their parents, or have been
separated from their families and are
living in refugee camps. Children
whose legs have been blasted by
landmines have to replace their pros-
thesis every six months.

“The problems are numerous with
few solutions,” he said, adding that
TRO welfare homes have a total of
1,600 children who are either or-
phaned, from single parents or sent
to them due to poverty. “Most of the
children come from poor families who
cannot afford to look after them.”
Some 50 percent of children in the
region suffer from malnutrition while
1,714 children were admitted to
TRO’s six nutritional centres in addi-

tion to over 14,000 children receiv-.

ing nutritional supplements through
at pre-schools.

This appear to imply the powerful
role TRO would be playing in the re-
gion as Sri Lanka’s peace process con-
tinues.

Maheswaran - who is expected to
bring up many of these issues during
ongoing peace talks - said that of the
100,000 children enrolled in Vanni
schools in 1998, 21.900 students

dropped out while close to 4,000 .

never attended schools.
“A 25 percent drop out rate is very
high and worrying,” he pointed out.

The number of teachers per stu-
dents in the Vanni is an alarming one
for every 77 students compared to the
northern ratio of 1-for-44 and the is-
land-wide ratio of 1-for-27.

Asked about child soldiers, the
TRO representative said the LTTE’s
position is that armed cadres are all
over 18 years and that children mostly
join the group seeking refuge.

The United Nations’ Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) and several other
non-governmental organisations, as
well as the government. have accused
the rebels of continuing to recruit
youngsters despite the peace process.

The rebels have denied the allega-

* tion, saying those below 18 years join

the organisation on their own accord,
and were helping out in community
work and non-war activities.

UNICEEF officials said there were
no estimates of child soldiers who are
generally regarded to be in the age
group of around 14 years and above.
“They could number several thou-
sands. There has been no proper head
count,” one official said.

Unofficial figures by some NGOs

estimate that in a rebel army of close

to 10,000 cadres, about 35 percent
would be around 14 years of age.
When the Colombo meeting
opened on Tuesday, UNICEF repre-
sentative in Sri Lanka Ted Chaiban

urged that the voices of the children
and youth be heard in Sri Lanka’s
peace process. “We should not ex-
clude or marginalise these groups
durintg the peace process.” More
than 150 delegates from 11 war-af-
fected countries, including Liberia,
Afghanistan, Northern Ireland and
Sri Lanka, took part in the three-
day meeting aimed at discussing the
impact of armed conflict on chil-
dren.

Professor Harendra de Silva,
chairman of the state-run National
Child Protection Authority of Sri
Lanka, spoke of a survey on child
soldiers that they had conducted, in
which 19 former child soldiers of
the LTTE, who had escaped, were
interviewed. :

“Eighteen said they had volun-
teered to join the group for many
reasons, including a member of the
family being killed by the armed
forces,” he said. :

One 19-year old said he was
forced to shoot his friend who was
suspected of being a spy. “'I was also
asked to bury him,” De Silva said,
reading from the research study.

Another 16-year old girl shot a
man and “when the victim’s son pro-
tested, she shot the son too without
any remorse,” De Silva recalled.

: - (IPS)




By T. Sittampalam

he decision of the political
Tprisoners to fast to death

has produced the sharpest
Tamil reaction in the Northeast
Province to any act of outrage
committed by the state against the
Tamil people from the time the
Ceasefire Agreement was signed in
February this year.

Though the fishermen’s agita-
tion in Jaffna, Muslim meddling
in Valaichenai and Muttur, the
military’s lethargy in vacating
Hartley College did draw sharp
Tamil public criticism, they
failed to provoke such wide-
spread anger. ;

The responses have all fo-
cused on the deteriorating con-
dition of the hapless detainees
and the reluctance of the state
to expedite their release. The
arguments and counter-argu-
ments on their detention have
been debated to the point where
they fail to move the laymen
because the press and the elec-
tronic media have been full of
it in the past few weeks.

But behind the statistics and
legal jargon there lie personal
narratives of human beings.
Men and women who prefer to
die rather than undergo the hor-
ror of confinement in a Sri
Lankan jail and to be subject to
cruelty and other inhuman and
degrading treatment from prison
officials and fellow prisoners.

These political prisoners are
| poor. not educated and buftfeted
between a predatory state and
on occasions designing and
crafty lawyers who fatten their
pockets on the pretext of de-
fending their clients. These de-
tainees are not the Nelson
Mandelas or the Zulfikar Ali
Bhuttos whose incarceration
drew the attention and concern
of the world. They are ordinary

people who have one simple.

wish: they want to home.

The ‘Northeastern Herald’ re-
counts here the suffering and
disappointments of a woman
and man with the police, the ju-
diciary and the Sri Lankan state

in general, which would have in-
duced them to undertake this
hunger strike.

Sharmila (real name withheld)
who was 44 years old at the time
arrest came from Batticaloa to
Colombo on her way for overseas
employment. She was arrested in
the Pettah by the Bambalapitiya
police on 3" September 1999 and
handed over to the Terrorist In-
vestigation Division of the Co-
lombo police. She was indicted
only after 15 months on 5" De-
cember in the High Court of Co-
lombo on a number of charges
including withholding informa-
tion on a woman whom she had
accompanied from Batticaloa.
The woman had been later ar-
rested with explosives. Sharmila
produced her passport and other
documents to prove she was go-
ing abroad and had come to Co-
lombo to obtain a visa and denied
she was a co-conspirator with the
woman who was allegedly ar-
rested with explosives.

Her pleas were of no avail and
the trial was fixed 5" March 2001.
A postponement was effected to
9" May 2001 on the very first date
of her trial because the prosecu-
tion did not have certain docu-
ments. On 9" May the case was
postponed once more to 25" June
because the assistant superinten-
dent of police (ASP) who was an
important witness was absent.

On 25" June, the case was post-
poned once more to 3™ October
because no judge was appointed
to that particular court. On 3™
October the counsel for the de-
fence made an application to the
state counsel to consider amend-
ing the indictment for a lesser of-
fence for the expeditious conclu-
sion of the trial, which was.yet to
begin two years and one month
after Sharmila’s arrest and 10
months after the indictment was
served. The lesser offence was
withholding information.

But on 6™ November the state
counsel disclosed that amending
the indictment was not possible
was the trial was re-fixed 1* Feb-
ruary 2002, three years and five
months after her arrest. But be-
lieve this or not the ASP was ab-

But on 6™ November the state counsel
disclosed that amending the indictment
was not possible was the trial was re-
fixed I'' February 2002, three years and
five months after her arrest. But believe
this or not the ASP was absent again and
the trial had to be postponed for 19"
February. The ASP repeated his
behaviour on 19" February leading to

sent again and the trial had to be
postponed for 19" February. The
ASP repeated his behaviour on
19" February leading to the trial
being fixed 22" May.

On 22" May the judge (name
withheld) was on leave and the
case was postponed to 2™ July.
On that date all the witnesses
were absent and the trial had to
be re-fixed for 6" September. The
judge (name withheld) was ab-
sent once again on 6" September
leading to the trial being post-
poned to 22" October that is 11
days hence. Any guesses who will
be absent on 22" October?

Sharmila approached the attor-
ney general requesting the case
be transferred to the Vavunia,
Trincomalee or Batticaloa high
courts in a desperate attempt to
expedite the trial.

She had also petitioned the Su-
preme Court against her arrest
and detention but counsel with-
drew the petition when the mat-
ter came up for trial in the High
Court.

Twenty-two year old Ravi (real
name withheld) of Thalankudah,
Batticaloa was employed at a
Hindu temple in Ramboda at the
time of arrest. He was handed
over to the Ramakrishna Mission
orphanage when he was nine
years old at the death of his fa-

the trial being fixed 22" May.

ther. After studying in Batticaloa
and working as a labourer to keep
the home fires burning he came
to Ramboda around 12" August
1999 and was employed in a
temple there.

On 12" December 1999 police
from the Counter Subversive Unit
(CSU) of the Nuwara Eliya po-
lice division arrested him without
giving any reasons and he was de-
tained at the Nuwara Eliya police
station under emergency regula-
tions on a detention order issued
the area DIG.

While in detention he was
taken to the Special Branch Unit
and assaulted several times and
accused of having provided infor-
mation to an LTTE operative,
Udaya Jeevadas. on the move-
ments prominent political figures
such=Fas=S.. Sellasamy ~ P
Radhakrishnan and S
Rajaratnam and having with him
details of access to Arumugam
Thondaman’s residence. Ravi was
assaulted despite pleading he was
innocent and poor and had come
to Ramboda to work at the temple
on the recommendation of the
Ramakrishna Mission, Batticaloa.

While in detention he was met
by counsel to whom he com-
plained he had been tortured for
a confession. The counsel told
the Senior Superintendent of Po-

Driven to opt for death

lice that if the authorities
wished to record his confession
to do so in the presence of a
magistrate. The response of the
SSP, Nuwara Eliya was that he
knew the law and that the po-
lice was authorised to get the
confession.

Ravi produced before the
magistrate on two dates and
continued to be in the custody
of the police for four months
without charges being framed.
Indictment was served on 24"
October 2001 nearly two years
after his arrest. The matter was
fixed for trial in the Kandy High
Court on 5™ May 2002. There
the counsel representing Ravi
appealed to the attorney general
(AG) for the transfer of the case
to the Colombo High Court,
which was done.

It was called in the Colombo
High Court on 26" August 2002
where the defence requested
time to.make representations to
the AG to withdraw the indict-
ment. The trial was re-fixed for
9% September, but the state
counsel appearing for the AG
had been transferred and the
new state counsel said he did
not possess proper instruction
and the case was postponed to
18" September. On this date the
state counsel claimed he did not
have the brief upon which the
judge gave a long calling date
for 7" November.

Ravi petitioned the Supreme
Court against her arrest and de-
tention but counsel withdrew
the petition after the matter
came up for trial in the High
Court.

All the 139 fasting prisoners
must have ‘case histories’ as de-
plorable as Sharmila’s and
Ravi’s that have driven them to
the end of their tether. The ear-
lier the government realises the
human tragedy prolonged and
illegal detention has caused
among the Tamil political pris-
oners the better will it come to
understand excuses such as the
peace process now moving
ahead or the Ceasefire Agree-
ment currently in operation are
not the panacea for all ills.

Biggest object since Pluto found in solar system

By Richard Stenger

A newly discovered body in
the outer reaches of the solar
system is larger than all the
objects in the asteroid belt
combined, astronomers
announced Monday.

The spherical planetoid, half
the size of Pluto, is the biggest
found in the solar system since
astronomers detected the ninth
planet in 1930.

It orbits the sun from a
distance of about 4 billion
miles (6.4 billion kilometers)
in a nether region known as
the Kuiper Belt, a ring of
thousands of primordial icy,
rocky chunks beyond the

planets that date back to the
origins of the solar system.

The object, dubbed Quaoar,
further strengthens the theory that
Pluto is not a conventional planet
but rather a Kuiper Belt object.

“Quaoar definitely hurts the
case for Pluto being a planet,”
said planetary scientist Mike
Brown, co-discover of the new
object. “If Pluto were discov-
ered today, no one would even
consider calling it a planet
because it’s clearly a Kuiper
Belt object.” ,

The Kuiper Belt is home to
many of the comets that
periodically swing into the inner
solar system. They and larger
objects in the belt are pristine

vestiges of the infant solar
system, which could help-
explain how our space neigh-
borhood formed.

The new object is about 800
miles (1,300 kilometers) in
diameter and circles the sun
once every 288 years. Its orbit
1s stable and circular in com-
parison to Pluto.

Pluto, usually the most
distant planet. takes 248 years
to complete a trip around the
sun and orbits at an average
distance of about 3.7 billion
miles (5.8 billion kilometers).

But the eccentric ice planet
follows an extremely elliptical
orbit and goes inside the circular
path of Neptune from time to time.

While traditionally classified
as a planet, Pluto more likely is

‘aKuiper Belt-object that was

pushed into an erratic, Neptune-
crossing orbit billions of years
ago, according to astronomers.

Like other Kuiper Belt
objects, Quaoar is thought to
contain rock, water ice and
frozen organic compounds such
as methane, carbon dioxide and
carbon monoxide.

The surface, slowly cooked
over the eons by ultraviolet
radiation from the sun, could be
dark and similar in consistency
to tar, Brown and co-discoverer
Chad Trujillo said.

The California Institute of
Technology researchers pre-

sented their findings Monday
at an American Astronomical
Society meeting in Birming-
ham, Alabama.

The scientific duo named
the object Quaoar, pro-
nounced KWAH-o-ar, after the
creation god of the Tongva
people, a Native American
tribe in Southern California.

As telescopes and high-tech
search techniques improve in
the coming years, astronomers
said they expect to find many
more Kuiper Belt objects,
including increasingly larger
specimens.

“Right now, I'd say they get
as big as Pluto,” Brown said.

: (CNN)
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Chetties and Bharathas are ethnic
groups 1n census questionnaire

By Professor Karthigesu Sivathamby

r I Yo the best of my knowledge
and belief, except for a ref
erence made in one of the

Sunday editions of the Tamil pa-

per Thinakkural during the enu-

meration weeks of Census 2001,

the director, Census and Statistics

has run away with a major national
exercise with very questionable
categorisations.

In the questionnaire given to the
enumerators for taking the count
of the people, he has given the fol-
lowing breakdown for the ethnic
groupings in the country - Sinha-
lese, Sri Lanka Tamil, Indian
Tamil, Sri Lanka Moor, Burgher,
Malay, Sri Lankan Chetty,
Bharatha and other.

I am not referring here to the tak-
ing away of the colonialist catego-
rization, which divided the Sinha-
lese into Kandyan and Low Coun-
try (had it been removed half a
century ago it have would saved a
lot of embarrassment for the Low
Country elite in Colombo at the
time) nor am I referring to the
omission of the category of ‘Indian
Muslim® which constituted a sub-
stantial number earlier.

There has been a continuous
history of inner tensions between
the Sri Lankan Moors and the In-
dian Muslims. I do not know
what the director, census and sta-
tistics thinks about how the In-
dian Muslims were absorbed into
the general Sri Lankan popula-
tion. Here, 1 am also.not quar-
relling with the nomenclature
(though I should really be doing
so) ‘Indian Tamil’, the legally
accepted term is “Tamil of Indian
Origin’). It is morally and politi-
cally wrong to continue to call
this group Indian Tamil after
granting them ful citizenship in
this country.

What I want to really raise here
is the two new categories called
‘Sri « Lanka @ Chetty’ -and
‘Bhratha.’

Let us take the category ‘Sri
Lanka Chetty’ first.

Chetty in Tamil is a caste name
derived from the Sanskrit word
‘Sreshtin *"Chetty 1is motia
Sinhala caste: It is one of the
most influential castes in Tamil
Nadu. In fact there are a number
of Chetty subcastes there.

In Sri Lanka, the Chetties are
a homogenous caste group.
There has been Chetty group in
Jaffna, which over the years in-
termixed with the Vellalas so
much so that there is sub-caste
among them known as Chetty
Vellalas. (One of Arumuga
Navalar’s sisters was married to
a Chetty Vellala. Among the
Mukkuvas of Batticaloa too there
is a matri-clan called Chetty
Kudi. (In Tamil the word Kudi
means clan).

Generally speaking the
Chettiyars seem to have come
from Tamil Nadu and were en-

This column wishes to highlight those omissions and inadequa-
cies, which have led to neglect and an alienation of Tamils in Sri

Lanka. The writer is not for creating further divisions, but
earnestly hopes to heal those already there

Now the question is whom does the director,
Census and Statistics, refer to as the Sri
Lankan Chetties? Is this a polite way of

giving an all-island status to the Colombo
Chetties? Does the director, Census and
Statistics, expect the few extant Chetty
families in Jaffna also to fill in his
questionnaire as Sri Lankan Chetties? I am
sure the Chitties would be aghast!

gaged in commercial and financ-
ing activities in Sri Lanka. Evi-
dently at the time of the arrival of
the Portuguese, the coastal trade
was largely in their hands. Most
of them converted to Catholicism
unlike the castemen in Tamil Nadu
or Jaffna. Most of them continued
to be Catholics even under Dutch
and British rule: a few Chetty
families like the Ondaatje’s be-
came part of the Dutch Reformed
Church. (The presence of a branch
of the Ondaatje family in
Batticaloa is to this day testified
to by the place name Ondaatje
Madam)

The Tamilness of this coastal
Chetties was not in doubt till the
middle of the 19th century when
Simon Casie Chitty was nomi-
nated a member of the Legislative
Council. More important is the
fact that Casie Chetty was the first
literary historian of Tamil in En-
glish (The Tamil Plutarch. 1857)
He was also the author of the
‘Castes among Tamils of Ceylon.’

Perhaps the word Chetty in its
westernised form became Chitty
thus becoming the family name for
many illustrious citizens of this
country. Over the years their ex-
clusiveness led them to be called
the Colombo Chetties and their in-
fluence within the Colombo Mu-
nicipality is retained by the road

name ‘New Chetty Street.” It also.

must be added here that Puttalam
was the chief centre of the Co-
lombo .Chetties and there was a
substantial population of Tamils
until recently. Now of course they
have dwindled in numbers and
have become an insignificant mi-
nority.

Now the question is whom does
the director, Census and Statistics,
refer to ‘as the Sri Lankan
Chetties? Is this a polite way of
giving an all-island status to the
Colombo Chetties? Does the di-
rector, Census and Statistics, ex-
pect the few extant Chetty fami-

lies in Jaffna also to fill in his
questionnaire as Sri Lankan
Chetties? I am sure the Chitties
would be aghast!

Is it right on the part of the di-
rector, Census and Statistics, to in-
troduce such caste categories as
ethnic groups of Sri Lanka? The
worst is yet to come.

The Bharathas too are now clas-
sified by him as an ‘ethnos’- a
group having distinguishable eth-
nic characteristics.

There are two important
Bharatha groups in Sri Lanka. One
is the group of sea-faring families
residing from around Chilaw
down to Colombo. There is evi-
dence that there had been

centration of Bharathas who had
been maintaining close family re-
lations with' their caste group in
Tuticorin in Tamil Nadu.

The word Parathar and its vari-
ant Parathavar have been in usage
in Tamil from the earliest period.
The most ancient of Tamil litera-
ture, the Sangam anthology refers
to them as a people from the mari-
time regions (Neithal). They are
depicted as traders and fishermen
in the Sangam classics.

It is possible that as fishermen
they were also interested in pearl
diving which should explain their
presence upto the northwestern
shores of Sri Lanka, some place
names of which like Silavathurai
and Silapham are reminiscent of
Muthusalapham which in Tamil
means pearl oyster beds.

In the late medieval, pre-west-
ern period, the pearl fishery was
controlled by Muslim traders. The
Muslims employed the Parathavar
mainly as their Pearl divers.
Scholars like A. Sivasubramanian
have shown how the Parathavar
who were exploited by their Mus-
lim masters converted enmasse to
Catholicism in the 16" century. It
is quite possible that the large
number of them who came to
settle on the northwestern coast
were already Catholic.

The fact that these Bharathas
continued to practice their reli-
gion and speak their mother
tongue is testified to by the num-
ber Tamil schools in the predomi-
nantly Catholic places of the
Bharathas.

From the late 20’s there has
been a slow process of

‘Sinhalisation among them led by

From the late 20’s there has been a slow
process of Sinhalisation among them led by
the Catholic Church itself. By the sixties and

seventies the place of Tamil among the
Catholics of the western and northwestern
coast was severely dented. Only the Hindu
coastal peoples in places such as
Muneeswaram and Udappu retained their

Tamilness amid this process of
Sinhalaisation.

Bharatha  settlements up to
Kalutara in the Colonial period.

. Besides these indigenised lit-
toral connected Bharathas, there
also a handful of Bharathas in the
Colombo Municipality who
settled during the British rule, es-
pecially to work in the Colombo
:harbour. In fact the area opposite
St. Anthony’s Church:  in
Kotahena, there was a heavy con-

the Catholic Church itself. By the
sixties and seventies the place of
Tamil among the Catholics of the
western and northwestern coast
was severely dented. Only the
Hindu coastal peoples in places
such as Muneeswaram and
Udappu retained their Tamilness
amid this process of
Sinhalaisation.

This has been a touchy, sensi-

tive point — how are the
Bharathas to be described in
terms of the demography of this’
country, Tamils or Sinhalese?
Those Bharathas who had to
choose Sinhala as their medium
of education on the western and
northwestern coast became in-
creasingly embarrassed to iden-
tify themselves as Tamils. Behind
this language switch lies the in-
teresting history of how the Ro-
man Catholic Church was
chiefly instrumental in promot-
ing the Sinhalisation of the Tamil
speaking Bharathas of the west-
ern and northwestern coast.

Without going any further into
this history of the alienation of
the Bharathas from the Tamils,
let us return to the question of
categorising Bharathas as an eth-
nic group of Sri Lanka.

Forgetting for a moment their
inerasable Tamil origins, let us
pose the pertinent question why
are the Barathas fighting shy of
calling themselves Sinhalese?

It is unfair by the Sinhala lan-
guage to call it their mother
tongue and yet desist referring to
themselves as Sinhalese.

The director of Census and Sta-
tistics has evidently stepped in
(with all respect to him) where
the angels fear to tread. The po-
litical point should be made clear
here. We should try to find out
that in the overall census whose
numerical strength is affected by
these two newly introduced cat-
egories? My problem is not so
much with the categorisation it-
self because there have been
many cultural ‘switchings’ in Sri
Lanka in recent Sri Lankan his-
tory. For example, the process by
which Kataragama lost its Hindu
identity.

Thesquestion is who ordered
this categorisation in the census?
And on what historical authority?

Extending this logic, how
would the Sinhalese feel if to-
morrow the Karawas or the
Salagamas persuade the powers
that be that they should be
categorised as a separate ethnic
group? To me, at the age of sev-
enty, this administrative intru-
sion into the socio-political

We have to take this as yet an-
other one in the long list of bu-
reaucratic invasions into minor-
ity rights. What is interesting
here is that Tamil MPs who
should keep themselves in-
formed of developments like this
one are blissfully ignorant.

Whether it is a case of making
Bharathas a separate ethnic group
or adding Haguranketha to the
Nuwara Eliya district to increase
Sinhala strength there, Tamil Par-
liamentarians are tight lipped for
after all if you want to be in the good
books of a minister or a government
these are not things to speak of. “Oh
Lord Forgive them for they do not
know what they do”.
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TNA’s let down of
political prisoners

The hunger strike by political prisoners at Kalutara and
other prisons came to a halt when Minister Milinda Moragoda
visited the jail and held negotiations that resulted in the in-
mates agreeing to the government’s terms.

The minister was flanked by the members of the Tamil
National Alliance, who like a bunch of corpulent Florence
Nightingales reportedly administered the fasting prisoners
driblets of milk, thereby officially announcing the fast to death

coming to an end.

The minister, it is learnt, assured the prisoners they would
be released on bail and the special courts established to try
PTA suspects would take up their cases expeditiously. It is
also learnt he had promised to visit the prison in a month at
which time he said most of the present inmates would be no
longer behind bars. The assurances seem to have been good
enough for the prisoners to call off théir fast.

With this deft move the government was able to diffuse a

[ situation that had the potential to explode due to the inaction
of the state and the fundamental justice that underpinned the
hunger strike of the incarcerated.

But the astuteness of the government was aided and abet-
ted by the-disgraceful conduct of the Tamil National Alli-
ance. The Tamil MPs collectively sold the community they
represent in parliament as they were reduced to mere by-
standers over an issue on which they had the moral right to
take the political lead for the simple reason that that was
the mood of the voters on whose ballots they came to par-
liament.

The TNA Members of Parliament on Monday decided with
a group of activists committed to the release of the Tamil
political prisoners on three-point agenda. On Tuesday they
were to raise the matter in parliament as a matter of national
importance and walk out of the chamber. On Wednesday there
would be a sit-in in from of all the district secretariats in the
northeast and today (Friday) a demonstration in Colombo
would be organised with activists from the south who were
committed for the release of political prisoners and the re-
peal of the PTA.

Finally nothing happened. There was only an adjournment
debate, no walkout by the TNA but discussions with the gov-
ernment and the customary acquiescing to the wishes of the
party in power with a polite smile and a bowed head.

If it were for a settlement through feeding milk to the pris-
oners, human rights and other activists would not have drawn
up elaborate plans of action for sustaining the campaign for
the release of political prisoners. This was drawn up because
the government’s intransigence on the repeal of the PTA and
release of prisoners was known, and its ability to come to
compromises on the basis of promises it has not the slightest
intention of keeping had been worn threadbare.

The release of political prisoners depended on a political
decision from the government. A political decision was in-
deed taken but not to release the prisoners because the PTA
is illegal. The decision was for the fasting prisoners to give
up their struggle on the assurances they would be enlarged on
bail.

There is every possibility these prisoners might be released
soon. But that is not the-point. The point was a joint struggle
to establish certain norms on the arrest and detention of po-
litical prisoners. And it this the TNA through the cynical con-

duct of its MPs who prevented this from being put in place.

What lies behind the

uprising in the East

By D. Sivaram (Taraki)

r I Yhe incident in Kanjirankudah
in which fifteen civilians
were wounded and five were

killed by STF fire on Wednesday

_has once again given a boost to

those who argue that the LTTE is
deliberately and systematically
provoking civilians into attacking
military camps.

They see a sinister pattern in such
incidents where civilians have raised
not only their voices but also their
fists against the presence of the Sri
Lankan armed forces in several key
points in the northeast.

They also argue that the LTTE is
using civilian unruliness as a cover
to push the army out of strategic
positions. %

Letus, for argument’s sake, assume
for a moment that all this is true.

If ‘so, the following assumptions
also have to be necessarily true —

a) That the people in the areas
where the incidents said to have been
provoked by the LTTE have had no
reason now or in the past to harbour

~any anger or grudge against the

presence of the armed forces in the
camps;

b) That they had no reason to feel
that military barriers, defence
positions or camps of the Sri Lankan
armed forces should be removed
from those places that have faced
civilian protests since the signing of
the ceasefire agreement between the
Tigers and the United National Front
government,

c¢) That they had remained passive

and law abiding until the LTTE

deliberately pushed or compelled
them to act as a cover for their
operatives bent causing havoc against
the Sri Lankan armed forces.

To iterate our point, it should be
plain by any common sense yardstick
that these assumptions should have
to be necessarily true if the argument

: that the LTTE is deliberately and

systematically instigating incidents
such as the protest in Kanjirankudah
on Wednesday with ulterior motives.
Let us first take the Amparai
incident itself first to test the above
assumptions.
Hospital records show that two

members of the LTTE were seriously

assaulted by the STF and were
admitted to the Thirukkovil District
Hospital for treatment.

According to the civilian driver
who was also assaulted by the STF
who beat up two LTTE members, the
head of the political division of the
Tigers for the Pottuvil area, M.
Visuvanathan and a Tiger activist,
Christy Rajah were travelling in a
tractor when some commandos of
the STF stopped them at the
Kanjirankudah camp, which is by the
main road on the island’s
southeastern coast around 10.30
a.m. Wednesday morning.

The commandos had started
assaulting the driver and Rajah when
they had got down from the tractor
to find out why they had been
stopped.

Visuvanathan had then intervened
and informed the STF personnel

Yet fools have the
temerity in this country to
argue that everything was
rosy and fine between the

people and the Sri
Lankan armed forces in
this part island until the
LTTE instigated them to

protest
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who were assaulting them that he
was an LTTE official and that they
were transporting some material for
constructing a memorial.

The STF commandos had told him
that they knew he was from the LTTE
and that is why they were assaulting
the driver and Rajah. Thereafter they
had severely beaten up Visuvanathan
too, injuring him grievously.

The chain of events that followed
culminated in the protest by villagers
of Vinayagapuram against the attack
turning unruly and the STF opening
fire on the civilians.

The STF cannot have so soon
forgotten a similar incident it
provoked earlier this year when
commandos in its camp at Sakamam,
near Kanjirankudah, assaulted an
LTTE member for apparently not
possessing a driver’s license. This
sparked a demonstration against the
STF main camp for this area, which
is in Thirukkovil. The STF opened
fire on the demonstrators but
fortunately no one was killed. The
STF of course had no right to check
for driving licenses.

So much so for the argument that
the incidents in question are well
calculated and premeditated.

Now lets examine the second
assumption that the people in these
areas had no reason to resent the
STF’s presence in this part of the
country until they were compelled
by the LTTE to protest.

The STF has ruled the roost in the
Tamil villages on the southeastern
coast of the Amparai District since
1985. There were only two hospitals
serving this remote region. Both were
taken over by the STF and converted
into ‘military camps. Part of the
Thirukkovil-hespital was allowed to
function inside the STF camp there.

Any -one with an iota of
commonsense visiting the villages of
Thirukkovil and Thambiluvil will
meet a whole generation that has
grown up with not so sweet
memories of being checked and often
being humiliated at the hospital by
STF guards who virtually ran the
place. And anyone with an iota of
commonsense would see that there
are so many other strategically
advantageous places in that area
where the STF could have set up its

camp.
How many of those who are
howling hoarse about the

Kanjirankudah incident know that
the villagers who protested against
the STF were subjected to the same
kind of harsh economic embargo
under which the people of Vanni
had to suffer for more than a
decade. People entering the area
were subjected to the same
draconian checking procedures.
Everyone passing beyond
Kanjirankudah was closely
question before they were allowed
on their way. Outsiders were often
turned back. It was virtually an
open prison. :

The predicament of the people
here was far worse than those living
in the Vanni. The STF forcibly
evicted thousands from their
villages in the interior of this region
in 1990. Tens of thousands of acres
of fertile paddy lands lay fallow in
the interior for twelve years while
their owners languished in squalor
and abject poverty in the
crumbling, ill maintained refugee
shelters near Thirukkovil.

The STF strictly banned all
cultivation and cattle herding in this
region under pain of death. Many
refugees who were driven by
poverty to look for their lost herds
in their abandoned farmland have
been shot dead or arrested and
tortured. Several went missing.
There are very few men in the
refugee camps of Thirukkovil who
have not been assaulted, tortured.
or forced to labour by the STE

Kanjirankudah is 84 kilometres
south of Batticaloa. The STF camp
here overlooks the key junction
where the interior road from
Akkaraipattu town through the
farmlands of the area meets the
main coastal road to Pottuvil.

Hence the STF camg at this
junction and nearby Sakamam,
have been the chief imposer of the
draconian restrictions and the ban
on all cultivation and cattle herding
in the interior. Pathetic and
persisted pleas by the refugees,
beseeching the STF to let them
clear their overgrown fields and
homesteads fell on deaf years.

Last year even the residents of
Thirukkovil and Thambiluvil who
had been allowed to cultivate the
lands by the coastal main road too
were hit below the belt when the
STF banned them from reaping
more than three thousand acres of
fertile paddy they had nurtured at
great expense and risk.

Hundreds of petitions and pleas
urging the STF to let the farmers
reap their harvest were callously
rejected. Yet fools have the temer-
ity in this country to argue that ev-
erything was rosy and fine between
the people and the Sri Lankan
armed forces in this part island un-
til the LTTE instigated them to pro-
test.

You cannot wake up people who
deliberately pretend to indulge in
the slumber of convenient
ignorance. After 53 years blowing
the trumpet futilely into the ears of
those who pretend to sleep. it is
indeed time for Tamil politicians to
take stock and act.

Ty
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from IRA

By J. S. Tissainayagam

4 I Yhe defiance of fasting of
Tamil political prisoners in
Kalutara and other jails pe-

tered into nothing when they

agreed to assurances by Minister
Milinda Moragoda who, flanked .

by members of the TNA, said de-
tainees could be released on bail,
once the special courts began func-
tioning, and their long-term status
would be discussed in Thailand at
the next round of talks with the
LTTE. Thus efforts taken to pro-
nounce the PTA and detention of
political prisoners as illegal disap-
peared into thin air.

Though the hunger strike is
over, a review of what took place
might be interesting.

The demands of the three cat-
egories of prisoners — those in re-
mand, those on whom indict-
ments have been served and the
convicted — were that they be re-
leased unconditionally regard-
less of their status and the seri-
ousness of their crime. The de-
mand was based on the premise
that the PTA is an illegal piece
of legislation that contravenes
international legal instruments
safeguarding human rights,
thereby rendering even those
convicted under its provisions,
innocent.

~The irony is that many of those
on hunger strike were arrested on
superficial charges such as not
giving information about the
LTTE, possession of certain cat-
egories of weapons, having ob-
tained weapons training from the
LTTE etc. They are sprats when
compared to Kennedy and other
acknowledged members of the
LTTE who were released in the
prisoner swap, which prompts

the question as to why these per-’

sons should remain while the
bigger offenders are free.

The ‘fast unto death’ as it is
known in common parlance in
Sri Lanka, should also be exam-
ined in comparison with ex-
amples from other countries be-
cause there are many associa-
tions that could be studied with
profit. ;

To us today the uneasy truce,
occasionally broken, which
characterises the relationship be-
tween the British government,
the Protestants, the Catholics,
the IRA and the power sharing
agreement these parties are work-
ing on as a consequence of the
Good Friday Agreement, fails to
bring out the bloodshed, vio-
lence and terror that must have
been the lot of the people of Ire-
land and England during the
cataclysmic 1970s and 1980s.

In that tale of tragedy and
heroism the hunger strike under-
taken by IRA prisoners in 1980
and 1981 stand out as water-
sheds. They showed how a group
of resolute men with a mission
to accomplish brought
Westminster to agree to their de-

The next point of interest is the statement the IRA prisoners

made before embarking on the hunger strike in 1981. They said,

“We the Republican prisoners ... demand as of right political

recognition and that we be accorded the status of political

prisoners. We claim the right as captured combatants in the

continuing struggle for national liberation and self-

determination. ... We refute the tag of ‘criminal’ with which the

British have tried to label us

mands by sticking to principles
and not giving in. What is more,
the parallels between what led to
the hunger strike in the prison in
Belfast in 1980/81 and at Kalutara
in 2002 are amazing.

_We have to go back to 1971 to
place the hunger strike of 1980/
81in its proper context. In August
1971 the Provisional IRA issued
a call for a ceasefire, if the British
government was willing to agree
to a demand (among others) for
the release of “all political pris-
oners tried and untried both in Ire-
land and Britain.” The British au-
thorities however chose to ignore
1t.

The IRA repeated their offer of
ceasefire in May 1972, which
while calling for a withdrawal of

British forces from Northern Ire-

Category Status though the
ceasefire fell through.

Due to reasons too long to ex-
plain here, but mostly to do with
the violence the IRA unleashed
in response (o
government’s repression, the Spe-
cial Category Status was with-
drawn in 1975. The next phase
of the struggle in the Irish pris-
ons, which came to an end in
1981, was to restore this status
for prisoners.

In 1976 the IRA prisoners is-
sued five demands. These were
their right: not to wear prison uni-
form, not to do prison work, to
be allowed free association with
other prisoners, to organise their
own educational and recreational
activity and for weekly visits and
the delivery of parcels and mail.

~ What the IRA demand shows is that there
has been a precedent for political prisoners
demanding they be as treated as combatants
rather than criminals, which the Tamil and
Irish prisoners share in the treatment their

respective captors meted out to them
R R R O R T e R S s SRy

land also demanded an amnesty
for political prisoners. On 15"
May 1972, IRA prisoners began
a hunger strike in support of a de-
mand that they be given political
prisoner status, rather than be
treated common criminals.. The
negotiating British authorities
agreed that IRA prisoners would
be given Special Category Status.

Special Category Status fell
short acknowledging the IRA de-
tainees as political prisoners, but
their conditions of imprisonment
were improved and they were
separately lodged, they could
wear their own clothes rather
than prison overalls, had a com-
mand structure as in the IRA in
communicating to prison authori-
ties etc. What is also encourag-
ing is that the British government
did not go back on their Special

The British authorities however
decided not to give into these de-
mands. The prisoners interpreted
the British response as
‘criminalizing” them because
their political activism was per-
ceived by the British state as a
crime. This triggered relentless
confrontation.

The defiance by members of the
IRA of British authorities were to
last almost four years — as long
as some of our detainees have had
to suffer the horrors of Sri Lankan
prisons — during which time they
were in solitary confinement
swaddled only in blankets and
their own excreta to keep them
company in maggot-infested
cells. What is more, they were
‘beaten and systematically tor-
tured.

This culminated in the first

the British,

hunger strike that began in Octo-
ber 1980. The strike that seemed
intractable in the beginning was
eventually called off in late De-
cember without any deaths. The
fasting prisoners said they had re-
ceived advance copies of a docu-
ment, which was to be presented
in the House of Commons that
conceded most of their demands.
Though the prisoners believed it
answered their demands for rec-
ognition as political detainees,
once the hunger strike came to an
end, the British-authorities gradu-
ally withdrew the concessions
they had granted, assisted no
doubt by the no-nonsense atti-
tude of Margaret Thatcher who
had bécome prime minister an
year earlier.

Another round of hunger
strikes, beginning in March 1981,
was held to oppose what the IRA
felt was as an act of duplicity by
the British government. The male
hunger strikers were from Long
Kesh prison, joined by females
from a prison in Armagh. It ended
many months later with 10 pris-
oners dead, including the legend-
ary Bobby Sands. He was, when
he died, a member of parliament.
With ten dead the fast drew to an

‘end.

There is however dispute as to
whether the political status for
which IRA prisoners clamoured
was actually granted. They were
allowed to wear civilian clothes as
long as they were not IRA type
uniforms and though they were
not allowed free association, their
wishes -were respected and par-
cels, visits and mail — all that was

“agreed upon during earlier nego-

tiations — were formalised. The
British authorities on the other
hand felt they were successful in
denying the IRA detainees the sta-
tus of political prisoners and the
concessions granted were mini-
mal.

The hunger strike of the IRA
where Bobby Sands and others
lost their lives is instructive not
only because PTA detainees too
adopted a similar mode of
struggle. It is important because of
the reason for which they fought
— recognition as political prison-

prisoners could learn
activist Bobby Sands

ers. Local detainees too should
be most concerned that their
rights as political prisoners are
respected because there is no sig-
nal as yet from the government
that the PTA is to be repealed. If
it remains in the statute books it
could be used any time in the
future too.

In Sri Lanka, persons taken in
under the PTA are not treated as
political prisoners or as a sepa-
rate category. If at all their spe-
cial category is marked by sys-
tematic torture. For Sri Lankans
a Special Category Status would
mean that the draconian provi-
sions of the PTA such as indefi-
nite remand and admissibility of
confessions extracted through
torture are made inapplicable,
while access to lawyers etc: are
granted as a matter of course.
Further, they should be pro-
tected from fellow prisoners as
well as racist prison officials.

The next point of interest is the
statement the IRA prisoners
made before embarking on the
hunger strike in 1981. They said,
“We the Republican prisoners ...
demand as of right political rec-
ognition and that we be accorded
the status of political prisoners.
We claim the right as captured
combatants in the continuing
struggle for national liberation
and self-determination. ... We
refute the tag of ‘criminal’ with
which the British have tried to
label uvs...”

In my column last week I said
that one of the glaring inconsis-
tencies in the treatment between
the seven military persons in
LTTE custody and 13 LTTE
members in the hands of the
state, was the way they were
treated. Captain Boyagoda and
the others never complained of
torture, which was routine for
those like Kennedy. What the

IRA demand shows is that there

has been a precedent for politi-
cal prisoners demanding they be
as treated as combatants rather
than criminals, which the Tamil
and Irish prisoners share in the
treatment their respective cap-
tors meted out to them.

The only way this can be en-
sured is to see that a) that the
unacceptable PTA is repealed
forthwith and b) that those who
are taken in under other laws are
accorded special status as politi-
cal prisoners and the same pro-
tection afforded to POWs under
the Geneva Convention be
granted to them too.

Itis high time that forces work-
ing in the south — parliamentary,
political, civil society and at the
level of individual citizens —
bring pressure to bear on the
government to repeal the PTA
and to ensure better treatment
for political prisoners. If humani-
tarian standards cannot be
achieved in times of peace, we
will never achieve them in times
of war,




Models without a human face:
maths & economic development

By Jude L. Fernando

4 I Yhere has been in the past
mutual suspicion between
the Tamils and the Sinha-

lese that each side is walking into

a trap laid by the other, which

would, in the long run, undermine

the right to self-determination that
both communities enjoyed. But
this is being overshadowed by an
emerging configuration in the
LTTE - government relationship,
which secretary to the prime min-
ister, Bradman Weerakoon, re-
ferred to as a ‘partnership.’ This
partnership however, seems to be
leading the country into a far more
dangerous trap — the trap of de-
velopment led by the World Bank,

IMF and the transnational corpo-

rations. :

President Harry Truman gave
the term ‘development’ currency
after which vast areas of the world,
mostly the former colonies were
suddenly labeled as ‘underdevel-

oped.” A new problem i.e. under-'

development was invented and
new solution was offered. Truman,
however, was able to distance his
imperialist project from the previ-
ous ones by making the World
Bank its leading actor and devel-
opment a responsibility of the sov-
ereign nation-state. From then
onwards, development was a na-
tional, not a colonial or imperial-
ist, project.

Development for Truman was
more than helping poor countries.
It was a means whereby U.S he-
gemony around the world was de-
fined and consolidated in response
to the threat of communism.
Truman, the Ford Foundation and
other development agencies be-
lieved that underdevelopment was
a breeding ground for commu-
nism. However, the new institu-
tions they helped to evolve to
counter this threat formed depen-
dencies between the developed
and the developing countries that
proved far more oppressive than
any during the colonial era.

Imperialism in the guise of de-
velopment, unlike in the older co-
lonial administrations, has a re-
markable power to discipline the
national economies to function
according to the interests of in-
ternational capital, drain wealth
from developed to developing
countries and at the same time
pass the responsibility of its fail-
ure and cost to the victims.

The World Bank is known more
for its failures than successes.
Now it is under attack by its own
leaders and is the main target of
anti-globalization protests as
worldwide poverty continues to
disempower majority of the
world’s population and subverts
democracy. For decades, the
Bank’s response for its failures
was simply to change the focus
of development from economic
growth to basic needs, to gender,
environment, human resources/

For all practical purposes these economists have dropped the
concept of class as the fundamental reason for economic
inequalities, or distributive justice as an objective from their
academic pursuits and political agendas. They have relocated

themselves in a new political space called the ‘civil society’ located

far away from the conventional spaces of radical politics and from

majority of the population. They even take the brightest students to
the civil society as research assistants and keep them busy

collecting data for a few dollars a day
W

social capital and good gover-
nance. These efforts, however, did
not change but further strength-
ened its commitment and capacity
to imprison the third world within
capitalism.

These efforts were aided by
academia. Towards the end of the
cold war there was a fundamental
shift in the profession of econom-
ics from an emphasis on distribu-
tive justice and social welfare to
neo-classicism that basically be-
lieved in economic growth driven
by international trade as the main
engine of development. Its benefits
would, in the long run, trickle
down to majority of the popula-
tion.

The conceptual and analytical
horizons of the world’s neo-clas-
sical economists are limited to what
can be quantified or mathemati-
cally modeled. Ideologically they
are committed to the Enlighten-
ment notion of progress and free-
market capitalism. Even the most
enlightened ones have become
prisoners of their own models and
unable to see anything beyond.

The knowledge they produce,
evident in the so-called
consultancy reports, are based on
methods that are ridiculed by other
social scientists for their narrow
and limited explanatory powers.
What is more, they are extremely
secretive and unavailable to the
public whom they pretend to serve.
They conspire with the Bank and
transnational corporations in pres-
suring the governments and local
agencies to function according to
the logic of global capitalism.

In the west this new breed of
economists hardly get any training
in political economy, history of
economic thought, ethics or phi-
losophy and their capacity to think
critically about economic develop-
ment from the perspective of the
needs of the people is extremely
limited. These economists simply
model the world mathematically
and the NGOs clothe it in the lan-
guage of local culture and society.
So development appears to become
national and driven by the inter-
ests of the natives rather than by
the Bank, which obscures the fact

that these economists are simply
functioning as the mathematical
technicians for transnational cor-
porations.

Economists from poor third
world countries are co-opted by
the World Bank and IMF while in
graduate schools as interns but
subsequently find employment as
consultants when they return to
their home countries. The knowl-
edge they produce is regulated by
the parameters of neo-classical
economics and implicit faith in the
trickle down theory, although their
work is cloaked in such language
as ‘development with a human
face’ or ‘empowerment of women.”

Their persistent attempts at
privatization of the education sys-
tem and changing curricular and
teaching methods are attempts at
making academia to function ac-
cording to a free-market economy.
The space for critical thinking gets
restricted and the only forms of
knowledge that is considered as le-
gitimate are those that can increase
the productivity of the economy.

The on-going transition to the
semester system is partly a politi-
cally motivated one in order to re-
strict the space available for uni-
versity students to engage in po-
litical activity. This is not to ar-
gue that the existing system of
education should not be changed.
It simply points out how the World
Bank -and IMF have colonized
academia and transformed it ac-
cording to the interests of global
capitalism — unfortunately with
the blessings of the sons and
daughters of the soil.

For all practical purposes these
economists have dropped the con-
cept of class as the fundamental
reason for economic inequalities,
or distributive justice as an objec-
tive from their academic pursuits
and political agendas. They have
relocated themselves in a new po-
litical space called the" “civil soci-
ety’ located far away from the con-
ventional spaces of radical politics
and from majority of the popula-
tion. They even take the brightest
students tQ the civil society as re-
search assistants and keep them
busy collecting data for a few dol-

lars a day.

These civil society ‘walas’ take
the free market economy as given,
echoing Frances Fukuyama’s no-
tion of end of history after the tri-
umph of capitalism. Hence the
problem of underdevelopment can
be only resolved through a vibrant
civil society and good governance.
The World Bank and the develop-
ment industry represents the work
of these economists and consult-
ants as the interests of the local
population or voices of civil soci-
ety so that the ‘top down develop-
ment’ masquerades as ‘bottom-up
development’ or ‘people’s devel-
opment.

Today the development industry
has shown remarkable creativity in
exploiting the language and prac-
tices of the local culture as a way
of hiding racist, anti-people and
anti-environment biases of its in-
terventions. Mainstreaming gender
in development means using the
women as means of incorporating
the market economy, good gover-
nance means to discipline the state
and society to function according
to the logic of the transnational
capital, sustainable development,
sustaining economic growth,

Empowerment, participatory de-
velopment and self-reliance means
asking the poor to look after their
own future by making profits from
the markets and there by provid-
ing legitimacy for the withdrawal
of the state from proving basic wel-
fare. Collectively, all these meth-
ods have absolved the rich from
taking any résponsibility for eco-
nomic misery and environmental
degradation. Even more frustrating
is the market economy’s success in
appropriating the language of its
opponents, e.g. especially the femi-
nists and environmentalists, as
means of undermining radical chal-
lenges to colonizing the life-worlds
of the poor.

The fundamental problem today
is that we do not have economists
to reclaim the development for the
people of the soil. The entire theo-
retical basis of neo-classical eco-
nomics is based on false premises
and is more fiction than on facts.
Even the most religious and hu-

manistic minded economists do
not see the reality of development
because they neither have the
training nor permitted to do so by
the agencies they serve.

The economists’ great accom-
plishments with scarcity and
mathematical models are to mys-
tify this truth about scarcity with
scientific pretensions such as
‘laws of supply and demand,’
‘price mechanisms,’ etc. Their
claims about free trade or free
markets never existed in the
world, but simply sanitize the
western model of development.

After decades of development,
between one-half and one-third
of humanity goes hungry while
food rots in warehouses because
the market is the only mode of
distribution that the rich will per-
mit. As the Somali saying has it:
“Scarcity and abundance are
never far apart. The rich and the
poor live in the same house.” Still
a very few realize that it is im-
moral and catastrophic to make
the fear of hunger as a quest for
profiteering.

The way out of this impasse is
not to romanticize traditional
economic systems and blame the
west for ills of development as ad-
vocated by the nationalists and
traditionalists who in fact are the
main promoters and beneficiaries
of what they refers to as ‘western
model of development.” Further.
we should not condemn all NGOs
as some prominent Buddhist
leaders have done in the past. The
rich temples along with the help
of their patrons have accumulated
wealth from the development in-
dustry when there are increasing
number of Buddhists monks and
Buddhists who are on the verge
of starvation.

Isn’t it ironic the millionaire
gamblers are the.main patrons of
the rich temples who condemn
the NGOs for using poverty as a
means of conversion? Similar to
the development industry blam-
ing the lack of governance as the
fundamental reason for underde-
velopment, the local elites use the
NGOs and the west as the excuse
for increasing disparities between
the rich and the poor.

Development has always been
a global process and a trap im-
posed by the rich against the poor
because its underlying logic is ex-
ploitative and' discriminatory,
breeding inequality. However, ex-
periences of development vary
between states, communities and
individuals depending on how it
is made use of.

If we are interested in prevent-
ing the LTTE and the government
from walking into the trap of de-
velopment, we need a new carder
of economists who can think and
plan economic development from
more humanistic and environ-
mentally friendly points of view
and the social and political insti-
tutions, which can implement
their ideas effectively.

¥
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Child soldiers and human

rights violatio

By Cicero

uman rights are univer
sally applicable.
Mahathma Gandhi said

higher values in the form of rights
are applicable to the least and the
worst. Human rights norms treat
people as human beings without
categorizing them.

Human rights activists are,
therefore, expected to be above
all differences, particularly, po-
litical ones. Those who speak of
human rights have to first dem-
onstrate they are tolerant of op-
posite views, however stupid
those views may be. There can-
not be a duality in human rights
as between good persons and bad
persons.

It is however very unfortunate
that such is not the case with hu-
man rights activists in this coun-
try. Their perceptions and activ-
iIsm seem to be going against all
fundamental human rights values
referred to above. :

No one would deny that human
rights can be used for more pur-
poses than one and that it de-
pends on the hidden agenda of
vested interests. In this sense,
there is no reason why Sri Lanka
should be an exception.

International human rights law
imposes legal obligations on
states as well as on states that are
parties to various human rights in-
struments to respect and promote
such rights for those who are
within the jurisdiction of such
states. But depending on the
ground situation it may become
impossible for a state or non-state
party to guarantee all rights for
the people under their control.

However, when an objective
analysis is made to assess the abil-
ity of a party to undertake its ob-
ligations, an international stan-
dard is always prescribed for the
purpose. This is because experi-
ence shows it is difficult to escape
from political and other biases
that interfere when assessing the
local situation in a particular
country.

In Sri Lanka. the activities of
certain NGOs and certain human
rights activists have been con-
stantly troubling the minds of the
Tamils. This type of one-sided
human rights activism has under-
mined the plural nature of Sri
Lanka’s polity. Although a num-
ber of instances may be cited, I
would like to mention just two
such concerns, application of the
Prevention of Terrorism Act
(PTA) and the issue of child sol-
diers. :

The repeated fast unto death
campaigns clearly demonstrate
the bizarre manner in which the
PTA is applied on the Tamils in
*this country and the extent of leg-
islative discrimination against this

The arrogance with which the author

approaches issues pertaining to the

actions of the LTTE sometimes identifies

the needs of his ‘master’ and sometimes

ethnic group. Under this act, the
suspect can be remanded until the
conclusion of the trial but nothing
in stated on when such a trial
should be concluded. As such, it
is possible and it has been the case
with many, where an individual can
be deprived of his liberty by sim-
ply indicting him or her under the
PTA.

All that needs to be done for fil-
ing such an indictment is to merely
arrest an individual on suspicion
and obtain a confession. I do not
want to drag readers into a long
discussion on the PTA at this stage.
but my reference to the act is in
order to expose the duplicity of
some of our human rights champi-
ons.

Out of more than 100 NGOs in
the south, except for a few, how
many voiced their protest against
the PTA? Was there any mass mo-
bilization mounted against it in the
form of demonstrations or pickets?
There are even instances where
suggestions were made by members
of certain NGOs that action pro-
tests should expressed against the
PTA, to which the response from
NGO hierarchy was that it was bet-
ter to wind up the institution rather
than engage in such action. So
much for their human rights com-
mitment and concerns.

Many NGOs prefer ‘soft targets’
such as family planning, rehabili-
tation, resettlement, rights of the
children and women or poverty al-

leviation rather than running the,

risk of upholding the rights of af-
fected people for the simple rea-
son of their ethnic identity. Many
of these activists want to play the
dual role of defenders of human
rights and being friends with the
ruling elite of the country.

The second type of human rights
activists work according to their
political convictions and although
not ignorant of human rights vio-
lations against the Tamils, will not
dare to open their mouth against
government. For example, there are
many who would be very active in
defending human rights when their
political opponents are in power.
When their- own party forms the
government, they seek greener pas-
tures by seeking positions in the
U.N system and in other interna-
tional organizations.

The third group of NGOs and ac-

the identity of the ‘master’ as well

tivists belong to the category of the
sinister. For them, it is only the ma-
jority community that may enjoy
human rights, while parties that do
not form majorities cannot do so.
When the war was going on this
particular group was coneentrating
only on the rights of the majority
community vis-a -vis the members
of the security forces and the po-
lice. This type of activism borders
on racism and is not worth com-
menting on. i

One cannot however simply ig-
nore the damage done by the ac-
tivities of the first two categories
when they attempt from time to
time to paint different pictures for
public consumption, thereby trying
influencing the course of cvents.

For instance. except for a few
who have been consistent in their
concerns throughout the war, all
other NGOs and activists suddenly
woke up to human rights violations
in the northeast after the GOSL and
the LTTE signed the ceasefire
agreement. One can understand the
JVP and Sihala Urumaya talking
about these matters because they

human rights champions have
turned their guns on the immedi-
ate beneficiaries of the process. In
their perception it was only the
LTTE that was going to be the sole
beneficiary of the talks, hence the
issue of child conscription and
rights of the child.

The only source for these ‘con-
cerned’ activists turned out to be
the University Teachers for Human
Rights — Jaffna (UTHR-J), which
publishes volume after volume of
reports in double quick time de-
pending of course on the demand
for these documents.

The credibility of the author of

- these reports (although he is no

longer working at any university
in Sri Lanka, not a teacher in any
sense, and not even present in the
northeast) and the purpose behind
publishing them are well known
to most people in the northeast.
The arrogance with which the au-
thor approaches issues pertaining
to the actions of the LTTE some-
times identifies the needs of his
‘master’ and sometimes the iden-
tity of the ‘master’ as well. The
line he draws is no longer diffi-
cult to understand.

But. there is another side to this
business as well. For instance he
says 1L is because of the LTTE s
pressure through Norway that the
U.N Secretary General’s Special
Representative Olara Outunnu’s
intended visit to Sri Lanka has
been deferred as he has gone to
Africa. He also accuses the GOSL

“and the Norwegians of always

downplaying the violations of hu-
man rights by the LTTE including

Here in Sri Lanka the very right to survive was
threatened by indiscriminate bombardment
starvation and denial basic health care. Under such
conditions how on earth could one think of blocking
these children from taking their own decision — even
seeking refuge with the militants for the sake of mere

oppose the peace process and even
the opposition from PA quarters
may be understood in the context
of reaping political gain vis-a-vis
the government, but what is the
objective of the sudden concern of
NGOs and human rights defenders
for the people of the area?

At the beginning, much concern
was expressed over the absence of
human rights clauses in the MoU.
However, as days passed it was
proved that these fanciful doubts
entertained by them were wrong
were illusory. In utter frustration
after the trouble-free take off of the
peace process in Thailand, these

survival?

that of child conscription. The
identity of the author’s ‘master’
becomes clear because the party
that does not want to see Norway
playing an active role in this pro-
cess is well known.

It is by depending greatly on the
reports of the author of the UTHR-
I that the above mentioned human
rights champions go to town on the
issue of child conscription.

No sane person would condone
forced conscription by anyone
leave alone the conscription of
children. It must be condemned
unreservedly. But that is not what
the whole issue is about.

ns in NE

The International Convention
on the Rights of the Child (1989)
asserts that the importance of
self-identity of the child is based
on two grounds: the best interest
of the child must be given promi-
nence in deciding all matters that
affect the welfare of the child and
that children are entitled to the
enjoyment of all human rights
recognized and guaranteed by in-
ternational law. If that is so, have
these human rights activists ex-
pressed any concern about the
welfare of children in the north-
east during the times of war ?
When the war machine was in top
gear what happened to the sur-
vival and development of the
child as envisaged in Art. 6 of the
Convention?

How many NGOs in the south
raised their voice against the to-
tal violation and inhuman treat-
ment of children in the northeast
at that time? What was the con-
dition of their schooling? Was
there a single school building
spared from aerial bombardment?
When the army arbitrarily refused
to allow more than two exercise
books per child to be taken into
Vanni and to the east. where was
the UTHR? Who was worried
about problems of malnutrition of
the children in those areas? When
they were pushed into the refu-
gee camps in thousands and
meted out the worst form of in-
human treatment why were these
activists conspicuously silent? Is
it because they were Tamil chil-
dren, or was it because speaking
of human rights at that time could
have upset the plans of the war-
mongers;

Rights of children and the in-
ternational standards in this re-
spect would be meaningful if
those children were living a con-
dition in which all necessities are
provided for by the state. Here in
Sri Lanka the very right to sur-
vive was threatened by indiscrimi-
nate bombardment, starvation
and denial basic health care. Un-
der such conditions how on earth
could one think of blocking these
children from taking their own
decision — even seeking refuge
with the militants for the sake of
mere survival?

Is there any single NGO or ac-
tivist who speaks of child con-
scription and the rights of the
child who would come forward
to guarantee these children all the
facilities enjoyed by their coun-
terparts in the south? Can they
guarantee the right to life of these
children if war breaks out again?
Will the NGOs operating from the
air-conditioned rooms go to the
Vanni and Batticaloa in the midst
of battle and rescue these chil-
dren and protect them from pos-
sible vialations by the warring
factions?




Invasion

&

By Bill Vann

eorge W. Bush and his

junior partner, British

Prime Minister Tony
Blair, have repeatedly insisted that
their aim is to “disarm” the regime
of Saddam Hussein in Iraq. Their
Justification for preparing an inva-
sion of the Arab nation is Iraq’s
alleged refusal to comply with UN
resolutions on weapons inspec-
tions.

The reality is that Washington
is straining every muscle to block
two United Nations inspection
agencies from returning to Irag,
while proposing a new Security
Council resolution that is aimed
at scuttling the entire process.

After an agreement was reached
a week ago between Iraq and UN
officials to allow the inspectors to
return with “unconditional and
unrestricted access” to all sites, the
State Department’s spokesman an-
nounced that Washington was go-
ing into “thwart’ mode”—which
means, in practice, using intimida-
tion and-bribery to prevent the
plan from being implemented.

There are no valid legal or pro-
cedural grounds for the US stone-
walling of the inspectors. Their
proposed return would be carried
out under terms set by the UN four
years ago that were accepted by

the US. Iraq has agreed to an even

more intrusive UN presence in its
recent negotiation with Hans Blix,
chairman of UNMOVIC (United
Nations Monitoring Verification
and Inspection Commission).

The Bush administration has
two basic reasons for opposing re-
sumption of inspections. First, it
is universally recognized by those
familiar with Iraq’s weapons pro-
grams and capabilities that
Washington’s fear-mongering
about Iraqi “weapons of mass de-
struction” is based on outright lies
and gross exaggerations. The re-
turn of inspectors would soon
make that clear.

Second, if weapons inspectors
were sent back to Irag, it could dis-
rupt a timetable that has already
been worked out for a US inva-
sion. Military planners have rec-
ommended that the ideal period
for launching an unprovoked war
against the Arab nation is during
the coolest months of January and
February, which present the best
conditions for nighttime attacks as
well as for the use of chemical-
protective gear by US troops. The
bombing to prepare the way for an
invasion force could begin even
earlier. With hundreds of UN in-
spectors still completing their
work inside Iraq, an invasion could
be placed on hold for several more
months.

The blunt instrument that the
Bush administration has chosen
for the purpose of demolishing the
agreement reached by the UN is a
Security Council resolution
crafted to provoke an Iraqi rejec-
tion, thereby providing the pretext
for a US invasion. In the unlikely
event of Baghdad’s acquiescence
to the US demands, the resolution
would provide the framework for
a US military occupation of the

country under the guise of weapons
inspections.

A draft of this resolution leaked
to the press last week makes clear
Washington’s real intentions. The
proposal sets a deadline of seven
days for Iraq to submit to the US
proposal, and another 23 days to
make a “full and complete declara-
tion of all aspects of its programs to
develop chemical, biological and
nuclear weapons.”

If Iraq is found to have given
“false statements” to the UN, the
resolution allows “member states”
to immediately use “all necessary
means to restore international peace
and security in the area.” In other
words, if Baghdad denies the US

that inspection teams be provided

with “bases” throughout Iraq and
that both they and their bases be
protected by armed troops. These
would be supplied by Washington.
The document reserves the right for
inspectors and the US mlhtary_
forces accompanying them to ‘de-
clare “no ﬂy/no drive zones,” “ex-
clusion zones” and secure “ground
and air transit corridors” whenever
and wherever they see fit. The re-
sult would be the fragmentation of
the country into various occupied
zones.

Finally, it allows inspectors and
the US government, as a member of
the Se(,unty Council, to take Iraqi
scientists and officials together with

A draft of this resolution leaked to the press last
week makes clear Washington's real intentions. The
proposal sets a deadline of seven days for Iraq to
submit to the US proposal, and another 23 days to
make a “full and complete declaration of all
aspects of its programs to develop chemical,

biological and nuclear weapons.”

w

allegations that it has resumed its
weapons programs, Washington is
free to declare that it is lying and
launch an invasion aimed at “regime
change” and the US occupation of
the country.

The deadline is itself a manifes-
tation not of Washington’s desire to
“toughen” inspections, but of its
cynical tailoring of US diplomatic
maneuvers to further the ongoing
preparations for military aggression.
Undoubtedly the time period given
for declaring Iraq out of compliance
was determined by counting back-
wards from the Pentagon’s planned
date for launching US air strikes.

First, the resolution stipulates that
any of the five permanent member
states on the Security Council may
join the inspections, sending their
own personnel and enjoying the
same rights of unrestricted entry into
Irag and into any site or building in
the country.

In practice, this would mean the
hijacking of the inspections regime
by Washington, which would be
able to flood special operations
troops and CIA agents into Iraq
posing as inspectors. US officials
have admitted many of the Ameri-
cans involved in the inspections in
the 1990s were Green Berets out of
uniform or military intelligence of-
ficers. It was revealed in 1999 that
these covert operatives used the in-
spections as a cover for gathering
intelligence on Iragi defenses and
on the movements of Saddam
Hussein in preparation for future US
military actions.

Some of these agents supplied the
location coordinates of Iraqi facili-
ties to the US Air Force, which used
the information for targeting air
strikes—the 'same methodology
employed so effectively in Afghani-
stan against the Taliban regime.

The resolution further demands

their entire families out of the coun-
try for interrogation.

Hans Blix, the UNMOVIC chair-
man. was reported to have balked
at the US proposal. questioning the
need for military-enforced “‘exclu-
sion zones” and, according to one
UN diplomat, expressing the belief
that “the UN shouldn’t be in the
business of spiriting people out of
the country.”

There is a clear precedent for this
kind of diplomatic ultimatum. In
1999, the US led a devastating
NATO bombing campaign against
Serbia on the pretext of defendmg
ethnic Albanians in Kosovo. The
pseudo-legal justification for that
war was Belgrade’s refusal to sign
the Rambouillet Accord.

The conference in Rambouillet
was supposed to forge a negotiated
agreement on Kosovo autonomy,
which Yugoslavia was prepared to
accept. Instead, at Washington’s in-
stigation, the final accord demanded
that Belgrade accept the right of
NATO military forces to “free and
unrestricted passage and unimpeded
access” throughout all Serbia,
Montenegro and Kosovo as well as
their airspace and territorial waters.

In short, it would have meant a US
occupation without a shot being
fired. Not surprisingly, the Yuooslav
government rejected the agreement,
and Washington used its opposition
as the pretext for launching an air
war that claimed thousands of lives
and left much of the country’s infra-
structure in ruins.

With the current proposal, the

State Department has put together
another offer that can only be refused
in order to pave the way to war.
Three members of the Security
Council with veto powers—China,
France and Russia—have all eX-
pressed opposition to the proposed
resolution. France in particular has

insisted that any resolution granting
authorization for military action
should be passed only after inspec-
tions are thwarted. If the US-backed
resolution is vetoed, there is substan-

tial support within the administration :

for moving toward unilateral action,
while proclaiming that Washington
attempted to make the UN act, but it
shirked its duty.

From the end of the Persian Gulf
War more than a decade ago, the
weapons inspection regime has
served as a cat’s paw for US military
intervention in Iraq and has been
carried out under terms that repre-
sent a fundamental violation of in-
ternational law and Iragi sovereignty.

Many of those involved in the in-
spections, including former US Ma-
rine intelligence officer Scott Ritter,
acknowledge that the inspections
succeeded in effectively disarming
Irag by 1998, when Washington
pressured the UN to pull out of the
country on the eve of a US bombing
campaign.

In an interview this week with the
Portuguese daily Diario de Noticias,
Ritter « charged that the new Security
Council resolution backed by the US
is “designed so that Saddam Hussein
will reject it and refuse to allow the
return of weapons inspectors.” He
added: "It is not a resolution that has
as a goal the disarmament of Iraq; its
goal is to humiliate Irag. The only
purpose is to provoke Iragi obstruc-
tion, which will then allow the US
to start a war.”

From the outset. the inspections
mandate has provided an open-ended
pretext for intervention into Iraqi af-
fairs and the continuation of the pun-
ishing sanctions imposed upon the
country after its defeat in the unequal
confrontation of 1990-91.

Despite the wholesale destruction
of Iraq’s military hardware during
and after the last war, it is virtually
impossible to prove the negative—
that Iraq does not somewhere pos-
sess such weapons. Therefore, the
inspections are never deemed com-
pleted.

While Irag’s cooperation w1th the
inspections was supposed to have led
to the lifting of economic sanctions
against the country, Washington has
repeatedly blocked the fulfillment of
this agreement. According to UN
sources, 1.5 million Iraqi civilians,
more than a third of them children,
have died as a result of the economic
sanctions. Many are victims of mal-
nutrition and diseases that are caused
in large part by the decimation of
Irag’s water-treatment and health
care facilities and other basic infra-
structure as aresult of the war and
the sanctions regime.

The weapons inspections are part
of an entire framework of continued
aggression against Iraq that includes
the unilateral imposition of no-fly
zones by the US and Britain over
northern and southern Iraq and the
continuous aerial bombardment of
these areas by US and British war-
planes.

While undoubtedly Saddam
Hussein heads a despotic regime that
oppresses its own people, the claim
that Irag’s attempts to arm itself with
advanced weapons is driven by plans
for terror and aggression is spurious.
What the war propagandists in Wash-

under another guise

ington always conceal is the fact
that Iraq confronts a nuclear-
armed Israel in the region, a coun-
try that has invaded neighboring
states more times than any other
in the world.

While preparing to seize upon
Iraq’s—or the United Nation Se-
curity Council’s—expected rejec-
tion of the US proposal on weap-
ons mspect10ns as a pretext for
invasion, Washington has rou-
tinely blocked any attempts to
subject its own massive biological,
chemical and nuclear programs to
international scrutiny.

Last year, US negotiators effec-
tively gutted the 30-year-old Bio-
logical Weapons Convention,
blocking international efforts to
develop an inspection and en-
forcement mechanism under the
aegis of the UN.

Both the Bush and Clinton ad-
ministrations have similarly at-
tempted to undermine the Chemi-
cal Weapons Convention. US gov-
ernment officials have carried out
precisely the conduct that Wash-
ington has cited in relation to the
Iraqi regime as a pretext for mili-
tary aggression—blocking inspec-
tors from entering selected parts
of facilities and vetoing inspectors
based on their nationality.

Moreover, the US reserves the
right to simply refuse inspections
altogether. In 1997, the US Sen-
ate passed the Chemical Weapons
Convention [mplementation Act,
which stipulates that “The Presi-
dent may deny a request to inspect
any facility in the United States in
cases where the President deter-
mines that the inspection may pose
a threat to the national seeumy
interests of the United States.”

Meanwhile, there is ample evi-
dence that the Pentagon is con-
tinuing the extensive devel opment

of germ warfare capabilities under
the cover of research for defense
against biological attacks. Plans
were revealed earlier this year for
testing warheads containing live
microbes at the US Army’s
Edgewood Chemical Biological
Center in Maryland.

And, as is now well known, US
biological warfare laboratories are
continuing the development of
more lethal strains of anthrax, one
of which was used in the fatal at-
tacks carried out, apparently by
one of the Pentagon’s own scien-
tists, in October 2001.

There is little danger that the
United Nations will attempt to im-
pose sanctions on the US for vio-
lating international treaties regard-
ing “weapons of mass destruction.”
The present crisis is demonstrating
once again the role of this body as
an instrument utilized by the US
and the other major powers to pro-
vide a multinational fig leaf for poli-
cies of aggression and exploitation
directed against the oppressed and
former colonial countries.

The “international law” repeat-
edly invoked by Bush as grounds
for preemptive war against Iraq ap-
plies only to the poor and rela-
tively powerless nations of the
world. For itself, US imperialism
recognizes only the law of the

jungle.
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Batticaloa’s fishermen

sing their tale of woes

By Shan Thavarajah

Fishermen in this coastal town,
which was once a pride of Sri
Lanka, are today a cheated lot. Af-
ter much promises, they are now
left homeless, with state apathy
adding to their brimful of woes.
Little has been done by the Gov-
ernment to improve the lot of the
fishermen in the land of the Sing-
ing Fish.

Restrictions on fishing and farm-
ing - the main sustenance of
Batticaloa - have meant a contin-
ued state of poverty for those de-
pendent on these occupations.
Fishing is permitted only in cer-
tain areas, and that too for speci-
fied a period. Several families have
lost their kith and kin, their fish-
ing- vessels and gear, houses and
properties during the last decade.

However, the government has
thus far done nothing to either
compensate or rehabilitate them.
Of the 128, 689 families in
Batticaloa, 16,472 are directly in-
volved in fishing. The facilities
available fall short of the require-
ment.

The only concrete help offered
by the Government to these’ sons
of sea - the Deevara Gammana -
has also not been implemented
whole-heartedly.

There are four housing schemes
for fishermen in this district. The
first one was started at
Palameenmadu, just inside
Batticaloa Municipal limits, in
1999. A total of 50 houses were
constructed. But the promised
common facilities under the hous-
ing scheme such as internal roads,
a community hall, a nursery play-
ground, drinking water, electricity
supply, etc., are not provided yet.
Visitors to this area can be shocked
by the incomplete community hall
and lack of electricity.

The other housing scheme is at
Sinnavaththai, Mandoor, where
100 houses were allocated. The
construction was started in the
year 2000, but not yet finished
because of the delay in paying the
instruments. The Payments are
made in 5 instalments. The initial
payment is Rs.5000/=. When the

beneficiary finishes the foundation,
the 2™ instalment of Rs.8,000 is
paid; when construction up to the
window level is finished the third
payment of Rs.10,000 will be paid
for construction up to the roof level
to be finished. Then the fourth pay-
ment for the roof is Rs.17,000 and
Rs.10,000 is given for finishing
works.

For those in the Sinnavaththai
housing scheme, only two
instalments have been given. The
same is the case in the Navalady

‘housing scheme where 50 houses

are being constructed. As in the ear-
lier cases, payments of the
instalments are irregular. Half-build
houses stand as mute testimonies to
the situation.

The officials at the district fisher-
ies extension office declined to com-
ment on the progress of the hous-
ing scheme. They are quite a help-
less lot. Their repeated requests met
with answers along the lines: “we
don’t have money”. Though the
housing scheme requires only a few
millions of rupees — a paltry sum
compared to the enormous war ex-
penditure - the Government does
not seem to be in a mood to find

the resources. The irony is that the

present deputy minister of Fisher-
ies Development and Ocean Re-
sources, Mr. M.B.M Abdul Cader
is an M.P. from the Batticaloa Dis-
trict. ;

The lack of funds is just a part of
the problem confronting the hous-
ing scheme. The politicisation of the
scheme has its own set of complica-
tions. The conditions at the
Palameenmadu fishing village are
also a result of political expediency.
Reportedly initiated by an MP from
the district, the houses were nearing
completion when elections were an-
nounced.

While the department’s authori-
ties were making their best efforts
to obtain money for the common fa-
cilities, the MP was reportedly in a
hurry. As a timely boost to his elec-
toral prospects, he declared open
the housing scheme. “The common
facilities works could have been fin-

. ished a long ago, if the housing

scheme was not opened by the M.P
at that time” a fisheries department

official told the Northeastern Her-
ald.

There are allegations that even
the houses are not given to genuine
fishermen. Some have been report-
edly sanctioned to political support-
ersoilor  instance, . in > the
Palameenmadu fishing village, fish-
ermen occupy just 15 of the 50
houses. Most of the other houses are
closed for a large part of the week,
with their owners, mostly those who
have nothing to do with fishing,
dropping by only during the week-
ends. :

“The closed rooms are or real
threat to us. Some anti-social ele-
ments use these dwelling units for
nefarious activities. We who have
young girls and boys at home are
worried about that”, a worried fa-
ther said. -

P. Indrarajah, president of the
Janatha Company, a welfare asso-
ciation for the people of the hous-
ing scheme, said “we, who are
homeless, have no alternatives
rather than living here. We have no
proper transport, electricity or other
facilities. However, we have to put
up with all this”.

The roads in the housing scheme
are sub-standard. An international
Non Government Orgarisation pro-
vides drinking water to the area. Toi-
let facilities are non-existent.

In a district where many deserv-
ing families go without a roof over
their head, most owners of the
houses in this scheme are not fish-
ermen but supporters of a politician.
They own the houses just for the
sake of having a house.

- -Hopes of an early solution to their

difficulties were dashed when Mr.
Cader, announced plans for a new
housing scheme in Palainagar,
near his hometown, Oddamavady.
While there is no grudging the
need for a new housing scheme,
residents here feel that their resi-
dential scheme will get lower pri-
ority fow.

Residents here point out that be-
fore a new scheme is started, the
ongoing ones must be completed.
“All it takes is a few millions. It is
fair of us to expect rewards for our
patience and suffering,” a fisher-
man said.

As attempts are on to usher in
peace after two decades of fight-
ing, the land of the singing fish has
no tale of joy. The new hurrahs
are gradually drowning the old dif-
ficulties.

‘Sate Third Country’ adopted‘ by Canadian cabinet

CTV News has learned the
federal cabinet has approved a
new “Safe Third Country”
policy for refugees. It’s
designed to stop so-called
“country shopping” by
claimants. 3

Under the new rules,
potential immigrants cannot
claim refugee status in Canada
if they’re coming from a safe
third country, such as the

United States. The policy would
be based on the argument that
the potential immigrants should
have been able to qualify for
refugee claim in the first
country they landed in.

Under Canada’s existing
system, virtually everyone who
shows up and makes a claim is
entitled to a refugee hearing
here, unless they are excluded
on terrorism or security grounc%s.

Last year, about 14,000
refugee claimants entered
Canada through border cross-
ings with the U.S. It’s estimated
that for every 10 refugee claims
made in Canada, six are made
from people who first landed in
the U.S. :

The new plan was initialled in

July — in the wake of the Sept.

11 attacks — by Deputy Prime
Minister John Manley and U.S.

Homeland Security Director

Tom Ridge as part of their 30-

point Smart Border action plan.
Citizenship and Immigration

‘Minister Denis Coderre said in

September that he expected
Canada would formally approve
the landmark refugee accord
this fall.

It’s unclear when the so-called
Safe Third Country agreement
would come into force.

Canada took in 250,386
immigrants last year, exceed-
ing the target set by the
government for the second
year in a row.

More than half of last year’s
immigrants came from 10
countries: China, India,
Pakistan, the Philippines,
Korea, the United States, Iran,
Romania, Sri Lanka and Great
Britain. (CTV)
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Unceasing waves of the
SL. Navy at Pooneryn

The Eelam wars have deliberately
and unwittingly wreaked massive
environmental destruction in the
northeast.

Although there has been no fight-
ing for more than 10 months, few of
the experts flying into study and pro-
pose numerous panaceas to the ills
of the war ravaged Tamil region have
bothered to assess the scale of envi-
ronmental destruction caused by the
war.

Instances of mangrove destruction
and the wholesale and systematic oblit-
eration of coconut plantations in the
east have been recorded by a few jour-
nalists and academics.

The most intense and largest battles
of the Eelam wars were fought in the
north. But yet no visible efforts have
been undertaken so far to study the en-
vironmental destruction caused par-
ticularly by the latter phases of the
Eelam war in Jaffna and the Vanni
mainland. :

We have often heard of whole vil-
lages in the Vanni being abandoned
in the face of operations by the Sri
Lanka army.-

But none may have seen or read the
fact that many prosperous and ancient
villages in its northwestern sector have
been abandoned due to salination and
the sea spreading under and over its
once fertile lands and prosperous
settlements.

The ancient village of
Pallavarayankattu in Pooneryn stands
derelict today, but with few signs of the
usual scars left by the war on the vil-
lages of the Vanni that took the brunt
of Operation Jeya Sikurui.

The village school, its ancient temple
and old houses lie exposed to dry, sear-
ing wind. There is brine in the aban-
doned wells of the Pallavarayankattu.
Seawater has seeped into the desolate
flCldS that surround the village. People

The bund constructed toprevent sea water from coming into the land Pic. by Buddhika Weerasinghe

here and many villages in Pooneryn
have had to abandon their homes
and fields as the sea slowly seeps
inland.

The horror of the situation
strikes one at Kiranchikulam, an
ancient irrigation reservoir. There
is seawater in this tank!

Government officials say that
more than 4000 acres have been
directly and highly affected by
salination.

The sea began claiming this fer-
tile sector of Pooneryn after the salt
exclusion bunds that prevented the
sea from seeping inland fell into dis-
repair during the war. The salt ex-
clusion bunds were constructed in
1956 when engineers saw the dan-
ger of the sea overwhelming the
low-lying area.

The bunds with their system of
sluices extend from Selliyathivu to
Sangupiddy.

™

A ruined temple

The bunds were not maintained
after the army moved into Pooneryn.
Many sections of the bund were de-
stroyed by the SLA for easy access to
the sea.

The worst came when the Sri Lanka
Navy, which had a strategic camp at
Nagathevanthurai for many years dug
a canal from the Pooneryn coast into
the region to bring in their vessels safe
anchoring.

The navy left more than six years

ago but the way remains open for thq
sea to seep into the land at will. Thq
canal has expanded and speeded uf
the salination of Pooneryn. Drinking
water has turned brackish undrink
able in seventeen villages in this sec
tor. Seawater has come into the old
agricultural village of Kiranchi.

The disaster would reach tragid
proportions if no immediate steps arg
taken to arrest the march of the sci
into Pooneryn.

Pooneryn’s desterted market square
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