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Army actions
‘arbitrary - no
clear guidelines

The people in northeastern Sri

Lanka are undergoing consider-

| able hardship due to the arbitrary

acts of the Sri Lankan security

forces stationed in those parts,

the Northeastern Herald under-
stands.

Despite emergency regulations
lapsing last year when the then
government lost its majority in
parliament due to crossovers,
and the Ceasefire Agreement be-
tween the government and the
LTTE stipulating no arrests and
detention may take place under
the PTA, police and army per-
sonnel continue to act with im-
punity, sources in Jaffna said.

“There has been no let up in the
behaviour of the army and police.
Though they are more restrained
than before in their day-to-day
conduct, they return to their
highhanded ways when there are
problems,” said a resident of Pt.
Pedro, referring to army arrests
after its confrontation with stu-
dents of Hartley and Methodist
Girls’ School last week.

Despite Emergency lapsing
and arrests forbidden under the
PTA no clear guidelines have
been given to the police and se-
curity forces about matters of
arrest and detention in the north-

that contravene the law.

Reports from Chavakachcheri
state the Sri Lanka army is build-
ing a new camp in Mirisuvil ad-
jacent to the hospital after tak-
ing over private property for that
purpose. Though this was pos-
sible under emergency regula-
tions, it is forbidden now after
the regulations lapsed last year.
The PTA does not allow the ar-
bitrary taking over of private
property by the military for se-
curity purposes.

Meanwhile, the army arrested
Arumugam Viknarajah, president
of the Point Pedro - Kottady: fish-
eries society and Rajadurai
Uthayaseelan on Tuesday and

east leading them to act in ways

Agriculture rehabilitation in
'NE - a must at Thai talks

By a Staff Correspondent

The Sri Lankan government
should come up with concrete pro-
posals to rehabilitate the agricul-
tural and industrial sectors of the
northeastern province during the
initial rounds of talks in Thailand
LTTE and Tamil political party
sources said. 3

The first and foremost confidence
building measure at this juncture is
to rehabilitate these key sectors of
the northeast’s economy, ruined by
mare than 15 years of deliberate
neglect and military operations,
they said.

“Tamashas, exhibitions and regu-
lar visits by ministers to the north
are being falsely publicised as con-
fidence building measures. Our
people cannot be fooled by these.
Real confidence building measures
should be in the form of monies
actually released by the Treasury
through the relevant ministries and
agencies for rehabilitating the di-
lapidated major irrigation schemes
in the northeast, such as the
Iranamadu Tank in Kilinochchi, the
Giant’s Tank’s in Mannar and the

Valukkiyaaru Basin Scheme in
Jaffna.

There should be concrete propos-
als with definite and clear commit-
ments to rehabilitate the Paranthan
Chemical Factory, the
Kankesanthurai Cement Factory
and Valaichenai Paper Company”,
an LTTE official said.

Both Iranamadu and Giant’s
Tank are in danger of breaching their
bunds during the coming monsoon,
due to 15 years of disrepair.

“But the Ministry for Irrigation
and Water Management is yet to
release a cent despite several ap-
peals by local farmer’s bodies and
officials”, the Tamil National Alli-
ance MP for Vanni, Sivasakthi
Anandan said.

“The Ministry of Rehabilitation
and Reconstruction is shamming. If
you look behind its flamboyant
claims about the north, you will find
little or no monies actually released
for specific rehabilitation works”,
TNA sources said.

Six hundred million rupees are
required to complete works started
by the Ministry of Rehabilitation
and Reconstruction in the northeast

in 2001. The government allocated
295 million for this but has so far
released only 160 million in funds
which did not include 93 million
rupees the implementing agencies,
such as the district secretariats, still
owe to project contractors. Many
works are stalled because of the
outstanding payments on rehabili-
tation and reconstruction projects
in the northeast.

The situation has been exacer-
bated by the government that

has sharply undermined provin-
cial level rehabilitation and recon-
struction in the northeast. The
Northeastern Provincial Ministry of
Rehabilitation.and Reconstruction
has been shorn of its powers to work
in the north; and in the east its pri-
orities are largely set by central gov-
ernment agencies such as the Divi-
sional Secretaries and the Road de-
velopment Authority.

The central Ministry for Eastern
Province Rehabilitation and Recon-
struction allocated 77 million ru-
pees this year to the NEPC under a
crash program. The NEPC Ministry
of Rehabilitation and Reconstruc-
tion has completed works worth 44

million. But only 30.5 million has
been released in actual monies by
central ministry, which is under
SLMC leader Rauff Hakeem. The
77 million earmarked for the
NEPC this year is much less than
last year’s allocation, officials said.
Tamil politicians have charged
in the past that the allocation of
funds by Ministry for Eastern
Province Rehabilitation and Re-
construction was in favour of
Muslim areas in the east.
Gajendrakumar Ponnanmbalam,
TNA MP for Jaffna said: “Nothing
seems to have been done to reha-
bilitate and reconstruct the north.
The government allocated 1400
million rupees for the rehabilitation
of the north. This year it has been
pruned down to just 400 million
rupees. This is one of the reasons
why the TNA did not vote on third
reading of the budget. There was a
one billion cut in defence spend-
ing this year which could have been
put into rehabilitation and recon-
struction of the north. Even out of
the 400 million allocated for this
year we do not know how much is
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later handed them over to the po-
lice who produced them before
the Point Pedro magistrate. Law-
yers in Point Pedro state that with
the Ceasefire Agreement stipulat-
ing that arrests under the PTA are
forbidden, the action of the army
in arresting these two citizens for
alleged involvement in the distur-
bances connected with the mili-
tary occupation of Hartley and
Methodist colleges, was illegal.

It is important talks beginning
in Thailand next week between
the government and LTTE ad-
dress the problem of issuing clear
guidelines of do’s and don’ts for
the security forces so that it acts
as a deterrent to the security
forces behaving arbitrarily resi-
dents in Jaffna said.
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A advertisement pleading for peace at the UNF rally in Colombo on Monday Pic. by Buddhika Weerasinghe.




Amnesty appeals against
intimidation by police

Amnesty International has
circulated an urgent appeal re-
questing the public to lobby

President Chandrika
Kumaratunga and the Inspector
General of Police (IGP) on be-
half of Nandini Heart (a woman
now in Kandy prison custody),
her family, her attorney and a
human rights activist. The po-
lice are accused of intimidating
these persons to silence them
from testifying against five po-
lice officers who had allegedly
tortured Nandini Heart while
she was in Wariyapola police
custody.

The Amnesty statement says:
“Police officers on trial for tor-
turing a woman in their custody
are reportedly trying to intimi-
date her, her family, her lawyer
and a human rights defender
who has been involved with her

case.
“Nandini Herat was arrested on

.8 March 2002 by the police in

Wariyapola, near Kurunegala, in
the northwestern region of Sri
Lanka. While in the custody of the
Wariyapola police, she was report-
edly subjected to sexual torture.
The magistrate ordered that
Nandini Herat should be given a
medical examination, however a
gynaecological examination was
not conducted despite Nandini
Herat’s insistence that it should
be.

“In early August five police of-
ficers, including the officer-in-
charge (OIC) of the Wariyapola
police, were charged with the tor-
ture of Nandini Herat before the
Magistrates’” Court of Wariyapola.
The police officers concerned are
still in their posts at the
Wariyapola -police station. The

trial has begun and the next hear-
ing takes place on 13 September.
“The magistrate issued a warn-
ing that the witnesses should not
be intimidated. However, the OIC
reportedly went to Kandy remand
prison where Nandini Herat is cur-
rently being held. Human rights
activists believe he attempted to
see her in order to ask her to with-
draw the case, but was prevented
from doing so by prison officials.
“Nandini Herat’s father was threat-
ened by Wariyapola police when he
tried to obtain a copy of the initial
complaint made to the police against
her. Although he had with him a let-
ter endorsed by the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police and the Superintendent
of Wariyapola Division requesting
that a copy of the document be
handed to Nandini’s father, the po-
lice at the station refused and threat-
ened him and his son with death.

Saththurukkondaan massacre: victims
say justice will never be done

“Justice will never be done”,
said K. Krishnakumar, 39. the
sole survivor and direct witness
of the Saththurukkondaan massa-
cre, speaking to the Northeastern
Herald in Batticaloa this week.

Hundred and eighty six Tamils,
mostly women and children, were
massacred by the army and Mus-
lim home guards in the villages
of Sathurukkondan, Kokkuvil,
Panichchayadi and Pillaiyarady
near Batticaloa town on the night
of September 9, 1990. The villag-
ers of the area unveiled a memo-
rial for the victims on Monday.

Krishnakumar ekes out a- liv-
ing now as an assistant to a
butcher at a mutton stall in the
Batticaloa market. The NE Her-
ald also spoke to the relatives of
some victims.

There are many children.here
who lost both, or, either of their
parents. They live in abject pov-
erty, their growth stunted by se-
vere malnutrition.

Krishnakumar related what he
saw of the massacre.

“The villages were cordoned
off by the Army around 10 a.m.
It was almost 7 p.m. by the time
the villagers - including infants,
women, pregnant mothers and the
old - were herded to the
Sathurukkondan camp and
locked inside.

“Four masked men walked into
the hall and selected me, T.
Kumar, C. Sinnaththamby, and K.
Jeevaratnam. Our shirts were re-
moved and our hands tied behind
our back with them. Then we
were taken to the camp’s back
yard. We were dragged about fifty
meters further, where we saw a
pit about 20 ft by 5ft. There was
a cashew tree by the pit and well

which was about 10 meters from it.
“In the dim light [ saw 25 soldiers
armed with long swords and cud-
gels standing round the pit and the
well. I was hit with a cudgel and I
fell face downward. When the other
three screamed the soldiers stripped
them and stuffed cloth into their
mouths. One by one they were taken
to the edge of the pit and hacked
with swords and were pushed in.
“A soldier came up to me and

slammed me against the Cashew:

tree, pulled out a long kris knife, and
stabbed me through the chest. He
then pushed me into the pit. He
stabbed me again on my back.
Though I was bleeding, I didn’t lose
consciousness.

“Four more men were brought
there, hacked to death and were
pushed in to the pit. The soldiers
went again and brought two preg-
nant women. They were stripped
naked and their breasts were sliced
off. The soldiers then cut open the
stomachs of these women with
their swords and pushed them into
the pit.

“Later they brought many girls
stark naked. Sand was stuffed in
the girls’ mouths and all were
raped repeatedly. Then the soldiers
cut off their breasts with the
swords. Three of these girls were
pushed into the well.

“As the area was dark, I was able
to slowly crawl out while they were
busy raping, killing and pushing
bodies into the pit. When the sol-
diers left, I crawled towards the
camp fence and hid in shrub jungle
behind the camp. Later the soldiers
brought tires and set fire to the bod-
ies in the pit. The fires burned till
about 3.00 a.m. in the morning.
Once the pyre died out, the pit was
filled with sand. With the help of a

passerby I went to the hospital™.

Krishnakumar is frequently
stung by severe pain from the knife
wound he received during the mas-
sacre.

Our correspondent also spoke to
Kanthiah Sivakkolunthu 42, the
principal of the Karaiyakkanthivu
School, who said: “The army camp
was situated a thousand meters
from my house. I heard cries of dis-
tress, shouts for help of women and
children throughout the night. We
also heard gunshots and saw a huge
fire. Next morning I went to my
uncle’s house nearby. I did not see
him, my aunt, nephew, niece or any
of the children. All of them had
been taken to the Army camp and
butchered. Even their bodies were
burnt. In this massacre one-and-a-
half-year-old Subhosini, three-
year-old Thulasi, seven-year-old
Sulochana were lost. Some kids
who had gone near the camp later
to herd cattle said they had seen
many human skulls and bones
there.”

Thambi Ayya Kirubaratnam
who lost his wife in the incident
said: “My wife was also taken by
the army. The next day I informed
the ICRC. They contacted the
brigadier and we went to the
Sathurukkondan camp. The Briga-
dier denied any knowledge what-
soever regarding my wife being
taken by the soldiers.

“In the back yard of the camp I
found my wife’s clothes and the
pair of Bata slippers she was wear-
ing when she was taken away by
the soldiers. The brigadier was si=
lent. He had nothing to say.

“I also testified to the Presiden-
tial Commission on the incident,
but nothing has happened so far,”
he lamented.

“Nishantha Kumara, a human
rights defender who has taken up
Nandini Herat’s case, has also re-
ceived several threats. In one in-
cident, two men came up to him
on a bus, pinned him down and
pulled out a knife. They are re-
ported to have said “Are you the
human rights dog who is trying to
send my brother in law to prison?”
When the bus conductor and the
driver intervened, Nishantha
Kumara managed to escape.

“Two lawyers who had been
asked to act on Nandini Herat’s
behalf have already withdrawn
their services. There are fears that
the withdrawals may be a result
of intimidation, and there are con-
cerns that a third lawyer -
Priyantha Gamage - who has
agreed to represent her is also be-
ing intimidated in order to make
him drop the case.

“Journalists have reportedly
been warned to stay away from the
next hearing on Friday 13 Septem-
ber. They have been told that they
will be stopped if they try to enter
Wariyapola on that day.”

Sri Lanka incorporated the
United Nations Conventio
against Torture and Other Cruel.
Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment of Punishment into na-
tional law in 1994, and made
torture a crime punishable by
Seven to ten years' imprison-
ment and a fine. Although the
government has set up a Human
Rights Commission and other
mechanisms for preventing tor-
ture from occurring, and inves-
tigating allegations of torture
and ill treatment, torture con-
tinues to be reported regularly,
and only a handful of cases are
investigated.

Agriculture rehab... cou. from page 1

being actually spent or on what it is
being spent. We do not see anything
being done in the north.”
Meanwhile the Executive Directors
of the IMF noted in a statement is-
sued Wednesday: “Sri Lanka is at a
critical juncture—despite recent im-
provements, the macroeconomic situ-
ation remains fragile. and achieving
sustainable high growth requires ma-
jor adjustments. Directors also noted
that resolution of the civil conflict and
the scope for generating growth op-
portunities are closely intertwined.
“Directors welcomed the fact that
the cease-fire is already providing an
economic boost to the country through
lower security spending and renewed
economic activity in the country’s con-
flict-affected North and East. Sustained

sources to be reallocated to social
programs and building or rehabili-
tating infrastructure, especially in the
war-torn parts of the country™, the
IMF statement said.

Sources said that the United
States Department of Agriculture
said this week that it has authorized
one of the highest amounts in ex-
port credit guarantees under Export
Credit Guarantee Program (GSM-
102) to Sri Lanka for the upcom-
ing fiscal year.

The authorization includes $10
million each for Kazakhstan and
Morocco, $25 million for Roma-
nia and Poland, and $50 million for
countries in the South Africa re-
gion. There is also $25 million for
southeastern Europe, and $35 mil-

peace would allow budgetary re- lion for Sri Lanka.
DRI
a:7:18)

Narpe: )

Address:

Rs.360/-
Rs.180/-

Six months
Three months

Cheques to be drawn in favour of:
Outreach Publication (Guarantee) Limited

The Editor

Northeastern Hearld
4/1-1/3, Schofield Place
Colombo 3.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM




Guest Column

Satahip is certainly no
‘Nagaland’ in Thailand

By Rajpal Abeynayake

“The negations in Thailand
yielded results. It has been an-
nounced that it has been agreed
to extend the ceasefire for one
more year without territorial lim-
its.” That is not a preview of
Satahip next week. It is a dispatch
from Bangkok relating to the
Nagaland peace talks held there
sometime back. However, close
watchers of South Asian politics
will say that the Nagaland paral-
lel is in fact as far from the Sri
Lankan parallel as it can get.

Indian Home Ministry func-
tionaries negotiated last year with
the banned National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (NSCN). A
ceasefire agreement was worked
out — while the NSCN was still
banned. This Nagaland outfit has
areputation that’s said to be close
to that of the LTTE in terms of its
ruthlessness.

When talks were about to be-
gin in Thailand in early 2000 be-
tween the Indian government and
the National Socialist Council of
Nagaland, NCSN's leader
Thuingaleng Muivah was arrested
in Bangkok on charges of travel-
ing to Thailand from Pakistan on
a forged passport.

The NSCN demands the cre-
ation of a greater Nagaland com-
prising the areas of the state pres-
ently occupied by Naga tribes,
and areas in the neighboring
states of Manipur and Assam.
Talks continued in Bangkok de-
spite the fact that Muivah was
arrested; and he was constantly
berating Vajpayee for not extend-
ing the scope of the ceasefire
agreement and the peace process

to the Naga inhabited areas, which
were bordering Nagaland.

In May of this year the Naga Hoho
(tribal conclave) and NSCN lead-
ers along with Naga NGO represen-
tative again met in Bangkok as a
prelude to talks with the centre.
These ‘internal’ talks were de-
scribed all around as a great suc-
cess that has advanced the Nagaland
peace process beyond any expecta-
tions of the Nagaland insurgent
leadership.

The whole Bangkok-Nagaland
nexus and the business of negotia-
tions there with top Indian officials
compares with the Sri Lankan —
LTTE- Norway —Bangkok nexus is
a very interesting way. Is it even
thinkable that Balasingham will be
arrested in Bangkok, even if he trav-
eled there on a false passport? Of
course Balasingham will not travel
there on a false passport — the Nor-
wegians will see to that,

But, the relative strength of the
LTTE. and its standing in Thailand
despite its rather blotted out image
in that country is remarkable, con-
sidering that Nagaland leaders were
treated with scant respect in that
country. But, the analogies and par-
allels can lead to even more curi-
ous and interesting comparisons.

Muavi says today that the Indian
government has taken a courageous
step forward in recognizing the
unique history and circumstances of
the Nagaland people. He has said
that this recognition took a long
time in coming — but has come at
last, and is therefore‘a very signifi-
cant step forward in the Nagaland
peace process.

This progress however was made,
while the Indian government nego-
tiated with a banned NCSC. If this

Despite all of the fetters that the
Nagaland rebels faced, they made good
progress — and today, are in
circumstances in which they are praising
the India government on concessions

made on ‘core’ issues such as :

recognition of the Nagland history and

unique circumstances of the Nagland
people

situation is compared and con-
trasted with that of the Sri Lankan
government talks without the LTTE
— it is seen that the LTTE is being
un-banned and is being given treat-
ment in Bangkok that is comparable
to treatment given to a national del-
egation. The bemused and the blunt
might even say that this is despite
the fact that the Nagaland leader
(who was arrested in Bangkok once
upon a time as stated earlier) had
gone nowhere near assassinating a
Prime Minister of India....

Perhaps the Nagaland movement
was dealing with a greater adversary

" in the Indian state than the LTTE

was dealing with in the form of the
Sri Lankan state. But, there had to
be more to it as well. Norway’s in-
volvement, and the LTTE’s constant
insistence on the precondition of de-
banning for instance, has placed the
LTTE on the footing of an equal
negotiating partner for all intents
and purposes — which is certainly
not what obtained at the Nagaland-

Indian government talks also held
in Bangkok.

Indian political analysts, espe-
cially those in various South Asian
strategic studies centres have con-
stantly being saying that Sri Lanka
could and should take a leaf out of
Nagaland’s book - always
emphasising that there is a lot to
learn from the Nagaland peace pro-
cess. Certainly the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment seems to have learnt from
the Nagaland peace moves that
peace talks should be held in
Bangkok!

But, other than that there seem
to be various components in the Sri
Lankan peace process kicking off
in Thailand, which makes it almost
totally unrecognizable from the
Naga peace process in Bangkok.
Chief among these is the fact that
the non-state negotiator the LTTE,
in this instance has been de-banned
and legitimised before the talks,
and that the same party is recog-
nized in terms of parity with the Sri

Lankan state, which is not the
parallel that clearly obtained in .
the Nagaland situation. Despite
all of .the fetters that the
Nagaland rebels faced, they
made good progress — and today,
are in circumstances in which
they are praising the India gov-
ernment on concessions made on
‘core’ issues such as recognition
of the Nagland history and
unique circumstances of the
Nagland people.

The LTTE may have been
debanned — but on the other
hand can the LTTE hope to get
recognition for issues such as
“homeland’ etc., as fast as the
Naglanders did within their own
context? Not likely. The LTTE is
perhaps aware that getting any
early relief on the ‘core issues’
is virtually impossible — which
is probably why the LTTE stood
the Nagaland example on the
head and got most of the ‘con-
cessions’ which are at least psy-
chologically important to the
peace process (such as the
debanning) early.

The LTTE may have made a
strong start vis-a-vis the Sri
Lankan government compared to
the start the Nagalanders made
with the Indian government — but
all parallels may end there, de-
spite all the wishes of strategic
studies experts in South India
who are over-fond of drawing
parallels between the Nagaland
process and the Sri Lankan pro-
cess. This is a good start for the
LTTE, but it may be all uphill
from here — compared to the pro-
cess which seems to have been
i exdcet ‘reverse s for-—the
Nagalanders.

The pitfalls

to peace Tamil nation has
gone through a traumatic period
to say the least consequent to
the granting of Independence.
Successive Sinhala Govern-
ments have by design and me-
ticulous planning brought this
beautiful Paradise on earth to
the lowest depths of virtual hell
on earth.

There is no denying this fact
whichever way you care to look
without any bias. The country
is almost bankrupt, foreign debt
payment is higher than the total

revenue. There is no law and or-_

der and corruption is rampant.
There are no strategic develop-
ment plan except for rhetoric of
politicians who overnight as-
sume themselves as fountains of
knowledge and wisdom when in
reality they are the very epitome
of ignorance and petty-minded

egoism. The most unfortunate as-
pect is the attitude of educated
Sinhala professionals and prel-
ates. The golden principles of the
compassionate Buddha are twisted
to suit their self-proclaimed vi-
sion. It is tragedy of massive mag-
nitude.

Greed for political power that
automatically paves the way for the
accumulation of ill-gotten wealth by
blatant corruption appears to be li-
censed. There is no fear of punish-
ment except of course divine retri-
bution that has been seen within our
lifetime. But the politicians are im-
mune predators.

The majority of the Sinhala
people have realised the need and
value of peace, and the freedom to
live without fear has been a wel-
come experience. It is only a de-
mented few who crave for power
and shout slogans against peace, but

on the road

this is a minority that has no fol-
lowing. The international commu-

nity is completely in favour of to the

peace process and the progress
achieved.

In this scenario the utterances of
the former foreign minister-who
calls himself a Tamil appears to be
a lone voice in the wilderness pon-
tificating on what should be given
to the Tamils as though he is the
only saviour of the Sinhala people.
Maybe he would like problems to
continue like a beggar’s wound so
that he could continue to live in
secluded ecstasy at public expenses
despite the fact that he is nomi-
nated candidate who can never
hope to be elected. In every period
of history there have been such
creatures that will sell their birth
right for personal survival, and
plum of office and perks. The gov-
ernment would do well dissociate

itself from him if it is genuine in
encouraging the progress of peace.

The government should also in-
dicate its sincerity by direct nego-
tiations with the Tamil representa-
tives, in this instance the LTTE /
TNA and bring in the Muslim fac-
tor to support the peace process.

- The Muslims should face reality in

the simple fact that it is not love
the Sinhala Government has for the
Muslims, but that they are the
weapons that are brandished to
scale down Tamil aspirations. A
dispassionate and an intelligent as-
sessment will indicate that if when
the Tamils are sidelined by strate-
gic annihilation, it is just a matter
of a short time for the Muslim to
be kept down too, especially in the
present context of an anti-Muslim
feeling in America and her allies.
The government of Sri Lanka is
also playing with the peace process

-

eace

in a carrot and stick game. The
government appears to live with
an illusion that India or America
would come to its assistance with
a military presence on the island
to crush the LTTE. India will
never make the same mistake
twice and the Americans are too
practical and have good memo-
ries to venture on suicide mis-
sions. America may provide arms
directly or indirectly and train-
ing and they have also promised
intelligence gathering. But if
American intelligence could not
smell the:September 11™ fiasco,
what credit do they have to teach
others? Practical and prudent
procedure for the government
should be to solve our problems
among ourselves. There should
be a sincere and genuine desire
to save our motherland.

: C. D. Chinnakone




The displaced return to Thiriyai

Text and pix. by Our Trincomalee
Correspondent

fter 17 long years, the bus
linking Trincomalee with
Thiriyai, a traditional
Tamil village 42 km northeast of
this eastern port city, left
Trincomalee on Monday to its
destination. It is not surprising
that some of the first passengers
to board the vehicle and avail
themselves of the direct bus ser-
vice between the city and the vil-
lage were from among the dis-
placed families. )
“We are going to our village
to prepare our paddy fields for
the forthcoming Maha season
after nearly two decades,” said
farmer K. Thirumugam, who de-
spite the bus being an hour late
could not conceal his jubilance.
He is one among more than
7000 displaced people from
Thiriyai. Ponnambalam
Ramanathan, born in Thiriyai
and a social worker, was at the
bus stand to watch the first bus
leaving to Thiriyai. He is the el-
dest son of a former Chairman

of the Thiriyai Village Council

late K. Ponnambalam. He re-
called the events on the day
when the last bus left Thiriyai,
17 years ago. He was at the
scene. .

On 10" August 1985 a state-
owned bus left Trincomalee to
Thiriyai via Kallampaththai
with about 50 passengers.
Kallampaththai is a village
where a large number of Tamils
of recent Indian origin. dis-
. placed from the upcountry due
to violence in 1977, had been
resettled. A group of soldiers,
who were on their way to
Thiriyai village from
Gomarankadawela military
camp got into the bus at
Kallampaththai.

“On their way to Thiriyai they
shot dead three settlers of
Kallampaththai. The bus then
proceeded to Thiriyai village.

The army arrested about nine-

persons there, including some
leading citizens of the village.
Their hands were tied. Later the
soldiers took them in the bus
towards the Sinhala village of
Kivulakada. Nearing
Kivulakada, soldiers ordered
the nine persons to get down
at Kunchkomban Palam.
When they got down, they
were asked to line up before
the bus. Thereafter the sol-
diers shot them. The soldiers
left the place without remov-
ing the bodies. One person who
escaped death in the rushed to
Thiriyai village and informed of
the gruesome  killing,”
Ramanathan recounted.

“One of those killed was my
brother Ponnambalam
Mahadeva. At that time he was
the principal of Thiriyai Tamil
Maha Vidiyalayam,” continued
Ramanathan without any trace
of emotion. :

On the night of the massacre,
the entire village fled to the
jungle as rumours that another
group of soldiers coming to

massacre the inhabitants reached
the village. Since then there was
no direct bus service to Thiriyai
except for a brief period when the
area was under the control of In-
dian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF).
Some families did return to
Thiriyai during that brief period.
However, they too left the area
when violence broke out again in
1990 following the withdrawal of
the IPFK. Thereafter the Sri Lanka
army and navy occupied the en-
tire village.

Not a single private house is
standing now except two, and the
buildings of Thiriyai Tamil Maha
Vidiyalayam, which was within the
navy camp’s perimeter, until the
camp was removed last month.

The village and paddy fields are
now overgrown with shrub jungle.
There are also several tanks in the
village. Neelapanikankulam is the
major tank in the area. It irrigates
600 acres. More than 1000 acres
are to be cultivated during the
Maha season that commences with
the northeast monsoon.

Thiriyai and several other vil-
lages such as Nilaveli,
Kumburupiddy, Kallampaththai,
Thennamaravadi and Pulmoddai
come under the Kuchchaveli Di-
visional Secretariat. With the mass
displacement from these villages,
the office of the DS at Kuchchaveli
was also relocated, first to
Trincomalee town where it func-
tioned in a private building for sev-
eral years and thereafter to
Nilaveli, eight km north of the city,
where it functioned till 25" August
this year.

The first official conference at
the newly opened DS office at
Kuchchaveli, held on 5" Septem-
ber, was to finalise arrangements
to resettle the displaced back at
Thiriyai village. Before making ar-
rangements to undertake resettle-
ment, it was decided to cultivate
paddy in the village with each dis-
placed farmer allocated two acres.
There are about 500 such farmers.

The conference was told 8.5
million rupees have already been
allocated to the Trincomalee Dis-
trict Secretary to assist the re-
sumption of paddy cultivation in
the area. Of this, the Eastern Re-
gional Development ministry has
allocated 3.5 million rupees. The
Prime Minister’s office allocated
Rs.50 million.

It was decided at the conference
to give 15,000 rupees to each
farmer to grow crops in his two-
acre plot for the forthcoming
Maha. Questions such as how the
funds could be channelled to dis-
placed farmers to ensure a 100
percent Maha cultivation and the
advisability of giving money to
farmers for the cultivation were
taken up at the conference.

It was finally decided to appoint
a monitoring committee to over-
see and coordinate all cultivation
work including ensuring that sow-
ing is completed before 25" Octo-
ber. The committee would also be
in charge of disbursing money to
tarmers depending on the progress

~ made in their tasks. In fact the bus

service from Trincomalee to
Thiriyai was initiated to enable

displaced farmers who now live in
temporary huts at Nilaveli, to go
to Thiriyai and recommence cul-
tivation.

The main problem that now
faces the displaced ‘and the offi-
cials concerned, is to find enough
tractors to for ploughing, before
the deadline to begin sowing. At
least 10 tractors are to be de-
ployed daily to plough the 1000
acres. Agricultural implements
such mammoties and forest knives
are also to be supplied to the dis-
placed farmers. The Kuchchaveli
DS office is now engaged in lob-
bying aid agencies in Colombo to
supply agricultural implements to
farmers.

Meanwhile, Thiriyai village area
is officially free of mines. The
UNHCR representative who at-
tended the conference said a sur-
vey has already been conducted in
the village by a group of experts
in de-mining. They had found a
mine in the area close to the navy’s
security bund. The navy represen-
tative reported that 42 such mines
had already been removed from
the security bund area after the re-
location of the camp.

LTTE representatives who were
also present at the conference said
they had removed their ordnances,
which were buried there. How-
ever, another team of foreign de-
mining experts in Trincomalee are
surveying the area for residual
mines, a UNHCR representative
said.

While displaced Thiriyai villag-
ers see a ray of hope in resettling
on their lands, several displaced
families from other villages —
Kumburupiddy, Amarivayal and
Thennamaravadi - in the
Kuchchavyeli DS division are still
inmates of damaged buildings at
Kumburupiddy Tamil Government

Kumburupiddy Tamil government school, its students and teachers

School and in temporary huts on
state lands, expecting the attention
from'the authorities.

They complain of living in fear
because wild elephants roam the
area,-on occasions charging pe-
destrians at.night. These dis-
placed people live in abject pov-
erty depending on the dole pro-
vided by the state and what they
earn is through casual labour.
Their children are deprived of

" schooling.

Thennamaravadi village is 72
km north of Trincomalee town on
the border of Mullaitivu district in
the northern province. It’s a tra-
ditional Tamil villages in the
Trincomalee district, mentioned in
historical records. About 200
Tamil families lived in the village
till 1 December 1987. They fled
to the jungle nearby following sol-
diers running amok in the village

and killing several villagers.
Thereafter they trekked
through jungles and arrived in
Mullaitivu where some of them
have created a settlement
named as Ponnagar. After the
Ceasefire Agreement came into
force, most of the displaced
Thennamaravadi village have
returned to Trincomalee to re-
settle in their homes.
Authorities are at present
concentrating on recommenc-
ing paddy cultivation in
Thiriyai before resettlement
proper begins. Their view is
that Thiriyai is the centre and
strategic point for any large-
scale resettlement to take place
in adjoining villages. Hence the
success of resettling the dis-
placed in Thiriyai is expected
to pave way for the smooth re-
settlement in other villages.

i
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Speaking out the unspoken: revisiting
the tracks of the Great Divide

Karthigesu

By Professor
Sivathamby

he logic of South Asian
Tpolitics has reasserted it
self in all its customary
intensity. On 16™ September, the
three major ethnic groups of Sri
Lanka are meeting in Thailand to

. work out a plan for the devolu-
tion of power that would ensure

coexistence.

Can Sri Lanka escape the trag-
edy of India / Pakistan and Paki-
stan / Bangladesh? Of course In-
dia became wiser and quite soon
under the guidance of India’s For-
eign Secretary K. M. Panikkar
devised a system of linguistic
states, which in spite of many ten-
sions, is keeping India intact. Un-
fortunately, neither Pakistan nor
Sri Lanka realise the value of ac-
commodating with grace the
‘smaller brother.” Sri Lanka faces
this uphill task now.

At this time when an earnest at-
tempt is being made to resolve the
Sri Lanka problem, which has
ravaged the country for almost 26
years, it will be useful for cura-
tive and preventive purposes to
view ‘clinically’ what went
wrong, where. This article at-
tempts to present the Tamil point
of view on how the alienation
took place and the Great Divide
became a reality.

Sri Lanka’s entry into electoral
democracy was through the gates
of communalism. In the 19" cen-
tury, the British colonial govern-
ment made the Legislative Coun-
cil more representative by ap-
pointing unofficial members from
the various communities in Sri
Lanka — Kandyan Sinhalese, Low
Country Sinhalese and Sri
Lankan Tamils. When it came to
the Muslims (Moors), this com-
munity accused Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan of
trying to block Muslim represen-
tation by claiming the Moors

were really Tamils. Tensions had.

already started.

_ In the beginning, the movement
for Buddhist identity and cultural
revival, as much as it was in
Saivism, was not anti-Christian.
And as the 20" century opens
with Anagarikka Dharmapala
coming into the picture, the cry
was against ‘foreigners.” Buddhist
writings of this period reveal a
strong anti-Muslim trend. In a
way, the Sinhala-Muslim riots of
1915 though overplayed by the
British government, lay within the
logic of history.

Ramanathan, the great Tamil,
chose to speak for the Sinhalese
and it is said he made a special:
trip to London to plead their
cause. The late Badi-ud-din
Mahmud, the minister of educa-
tion in the UF government of
1970-1977 told this writer, “The
Muslims shall never create a
chance for another 1915 and
never forget what the Tamils did
to their linguistic brethren.”

At that time there was not much
vitriolic writing against Sri

This column wishes to highlight those omissions and inadequa-
cies, which have led to neglect and an alienation of Tamils in Sri

Lanka. The writer is not for creating further divisions, but
earnestly hopes to heal those already there.

Lankan Tamils though there was the
undesirable trend in historiography

“to treat Tamil intrusions into pre-

Western Sri Lanka as foreign inva-
sions. John M. Seneviratne in his
‘Story of the Sinhalese’ is quite
clear in dubbing the South Indian
Tamil intrusions as ‘invasions.” The
emerging Buddhist consciousness
and the general attitude of the
Sangha was to uphold the
‘Mahawansa’ tradition of treating
the non-Buddhist intrusions as
something against the country and
its people. The basic Mahavihara
ideology of the ‘Mahawansa’ was
not taken into count and terms like
the ‘Demalas’ read in Geiger’s
translation of the ‘Mahawansa,’ had
a completely different meaning in
the 1920s and 1930s. It took almost
30 years for historians like R.A.L.H.
Goonawardene and W. [. Suraweera
to take a more historicist view of the
‘Mahawansa’ narrative.

An intellectual decision was-

taken almost unanimously to dis-
tance Tamil and Tamilnadu history
from Sinhala and Buddhist, and
present the Tamils, at least in his-
torical researches, as a damaging
force. The interactive and the syn-
cretistic were almost always over-
looked. More basically, the interac-
tion of the culture of the Tamils with
that of the average, village-level Sin-
halese was also ignored. The
Theravada layer of Sinhala culture
was highlighted, almost ignoring the
‘thovil” and ‘gammaduwa’ tradi-
tions (which constitute a rich legacy
for the ritualistic dramatic traditions
of the Sinhalese) coming to terms
with those same acts of syncretism.
. It is understandable that the Bud-
dhist upsurge was not taken to high-
light the pre-Buddhistic and non-
Buddhistic elements. But it also
chose not to highlight the Tamil-
Buddhist interaction that was very
much evident in the history of Sri
Lankan Buddhism. Efforts were also
made not to emphasise the post-
Polonnaruwa cultural intermin-
gling, which was seen in the
Dambadeniya and Kotte periods.
(Scholars - like Professor
Liyanagamage have drawn attention
to some of these interactions). All
these led, inevitably, to treating
Tamils as being against the Sinha-
lese and Buddhism.

On the part of the Tamils, (at’least
the articulate Tamils of the day)

. Sinhala culture was nothing but a

mosaic of what had travelled down
from India —especially South India.
They made the mistake of not
realising that those Indian influ-
ences in Sri Lanka had blended into
such a form that there was some-
thing specifically Sri Lankan about
it. But in the Buddhist / Sinhala
view, the innovativeness of the ad-
aptation was a Sinhala achievement.

One could even say the much-re- .

spected Ananda Coomaraswamy
himself made this mistake.

It was in such a situation and with
the coming of communal represen-
tation that the Sinhala — Tamil di-
vide began to take substantive form.
With Ramanathan out of the picture,
his brother Sir Ponnambalam
Arunachalam could not convince
Sir Claude Corea and Sir Marcus
Fernando that the Tamils in the
Western Province deserved repre-
sentation. And it might be recalled
the‘word Tamileelam is now traced
to the last days of Arunachalam
when he formed the first Tamil
party.

History since the 1930s and the
working of the Donoughmore Con-
stitution are well known for build-
ing silent barriers between the Sin-
halese and the Tamils. The great
nationalist effort of the Jaffna Youth
Congress to boycott the 1931 elec-
tions under the Donoughmore sys-
tem was taken as an act of commu-
nalism. Seelan Kadirgamar has ar-
gued very convincingly in his edi-
tion of the Handy Perimpanayagam
papers how the whole matter was
misunderstood. It should be ac-
cepted that the foundations for a
racial, if not ethnic divide was firmly
laid during this period.

The coming of the Donoughmore
Constitution and the decision to go
for territorial representation led
only to an extension and expansion
of communal politics. The failure of
the Ceylon National Congress
(CNC) in real ‘national’ terms
should be seen in this context. And
the Sinhala Maha Sabha was an im-
portant political group and no less
a person than S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike was associated with
1t.

It was in this situation of mutual
distrust and backstabbing that Sri
Lanka took two very effective steps
towards future democratisation —
steps, which enabled the participa-
tion of the entire population of Sri
Lanka. The first was the decision to
develop education in Sinhala and
Tamil. In fact there was a proposal
that Sinhala and Tamil be made na-

tional languages in the State Coun- |

cil. Second, and more important,
was C. W. W. Kannangara’s pro-
posal of a system of free education.
Education, which was the only pass-
port for the upward mobility in.co-
lonial Sri Lanka, was now open to

all — irrespective of class differen--

tiation and distance from Colombo.

This brought about a great revo-
lution. Coupled with the shift to
‘swabasha’ as the medium of in-
struction, free education was a ra-
diant socio-political fire that swept
across the country. But though Sri
Lanka did the correct thing educa-
tionally and democratically, the
manner by which it was imple-
mented went against it. In deciding
to make Tamil and Sinhala the me-
dia of instruction, it did not care, or
pause think, on the need for coor-
dination between the two lan-

guages. Sinhalese did not have to
learn Tamil and Tamils did not have
to learn Sinhalese. There was no co-
ordination for the establishment of
a Sri Lankan linkage.

This led slowly and surely to the
erection of impenetrable walls be-
tween the two communities. Given
the contemporary mood of the Sin-
halese, what began going into
Sinhala textbooks on the history and
culture of the country were really
material accusing the second largest
community in the country of play-
ing a negative role in the develop-
ment of Sinhala and Buddhism. The
year 1956 marks an important turn-
ing point. What the average Sinha-
lese did not feel as having imbibed
in 1948 at independence, he or she
felt they had found in 1956. Power,
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike said was
now in the hands of ‘panchcha maha
balavegaya’ — the ‘sangha,” ‘guru,’
‘kamkaru,” ‘veda’ and ‘govi.” The
historiography of the Sangha made
the Tamils look villains.

We are now in the late 1950s and
1960s. The die was cast and divi-
sions along ethnic lines could not
be postponed further.

It is at this point that one should
take count of the Sinhala media —
especially the influential press.
Growing out of the anti-Christian
and anti-alien tradition it did not
differentiate either between race and
religion, or country and race. It ar-
gued very strongly for the Sinhalese
of the entire country and the
reification of what is referred to as
Sinhala-Buddhism. In the eyes of
the influential Sinhala press, any at-
tempt on the part of the minorities
to assert their presence was taken
as anti-national.

Itis true that in 1949 and the early
1950s the political forces that led
Tamil opinion were insisting on
Tamil with a Dravidian flavour,
bringing into Sri Lanka the over-
tones of -the Dravidian parts of
South India. It should be agreed this
element was substantively present
in the rhetoric. But it was enough
to frighten the already frightened
Sinhalese community, which was
becoming a victim of its own minor-
ity complex forgetting the fact it was
a majority.

At a time like this it was expected
the major left parties of the day
could have played a decisive role.
And to a certain extent they did. The
CPSL was for regional autonomy

. and it were they who organised the

first meeting opposing Sinhala Only
at the Colombo town hall. Dr.
Colvin R. De Silva made the famous
remark “two languages one nation,
one language two nations.” But the
vagaries of Soviet politics and the
absence of a sound Marxist under-
standing of the Sri Lankan situation,
led to the major left parties to take
a pro-Sinhala position in five — six
years’ time.

The only political force that
could have cemented the Sinhala —
Tamil rift was now becoming openly

anti-regional autonomy and by the

mid-1960s the leftist slogan of
“Dudleyge badey, masala wadey,”
brought out the hatred of thé hith-

erto uncorrupted Sinhala com-
rade to view the Tamils as politi-
cal enemies.

The coup de gras comes in
1972, when the Marxist Consti-
tutional Affairs Minister Dr:
Colvin R. De Silva presented the
Republican Constitution, taking
away Section 29 of the 1948
Constitution, which was the only
safeguard for minority rights.
What Prime Minister D. S
Senanayke had to accept from
the Whitehall, De Silva uncer-
emoniously threw out of the win-
dow. Following this, the old and
feeble Federal Party leader S. J.
V. Chelvanayakam, made a two-
sentence declaration in the
House. Many of the members of
the House did not know what he
said till the Hansard arrived. And
the wolf the Sinhala media had
been crying had at last arrived.

~ Chelvanayakam declared that his

party now stood for separation

The new Constitution and the
actions of the United Front gov-
ernment alienated the Tamil
youth too. By the late 1970s,
Tamil-militant groups vehe-
mently attacking the traditional
Marxists but using Marxist slo-
gans of liberation etc. had come
to stay. In such a loaded situa-
tion, 1983 was not far away.
With 1983 there was no denial
of the ethnic war coming into the
open. This was a reflected very
strongly in the lexis used. The
Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims
were no longer ‘communities’
living in one country, but became
‘ethnic groups’ with defined, al-
most racial characteristics.

The passage from community
to ethnicity is the price the Sri
Lankan polity has had to pay for
intransigence in dealing with
Tamil demands for justice. Fur-
ther, when there is a reference to
ethnicity, cultural separatism is
implied and the demand for po-
litical separatism is only a mat-
ter of time. Since 1983 Tamil re-
sistance has become resistance
against oppression — both mili-
tary and administrative.

It is this run of events we have
to look back upon and if possible
correct. Till 2002 it was argued
that when the UNP was in power
the SLFP opposed all what the
UNP said and did, and vice versa.
But from the Tamil point of view
there is no better opportunity to
resolve the ethnic conflict than
at the present moment, where
there is a SLFP (PA) president
and a UNF (UNP) premier.

If the Sinhalese cannot come
to an agreement between them-
selves now as to how they are
going to accommeodate the other
sections of the Sri Lankan popu-
lation, it is hardly likely they
would do so in the future. But
ironically (or is it tragically?) the
Sri Lankan state has two govern-
ments within it. And let it not be
forgotten the Tigers too have
their own government. “Lead
kindly light lead thou me on, I
am far away from home.”
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The consequences
of provocation

Sections of the Sri Lankan public have expressed fear the LTTE might
provoke a violent incident or undertake some other type of action so as
to obtain military and moral advantage over its counterpart when the
government of Sri Lanka and the Tigers sit across the table before nego-
tiations in Thailand on 16" September.

We are not certain whether such a thing might actually come to pass
initiated by the rebels for the express intention of dictating terms to the
government from a position of strength at the talks as these national
security pundits seem to argue.

There are however the rmlltary advantages the Sri Lankan security
forces were able to garner using all sorts of security-related legislation
such as the PTA and Emergency Regulations, as well as plain force,
which they seem loath to'give up despite the first round of talks to be
held next week to end the war.

We refer here to the persistent refusal of the SLA to leave the pre-
mises of Hartley College and Vadamarachchi Methodist Girl’s School
in Pt. Pedro despite the Ceasefire Agreement clearly stating government
forces have to move out of places of worship, schools and public build-
ings at staggered deadlines.

The continuing military presence in the premises of Hartley and Meth-
odist Girl’s School provoked an ugly incident last week where students
and the public went on the rampage before the Pt. Pedro brigade head-
quarters, pulling down sentry points and roadblocks and setting fire to
some of them. It resulted in the army firing teargas and live bullets into
the air to disperse the mob and later assault some the fleeing multitude.

This newspaper does not condone the violence of either side. be it the
civil disobedience campaign gone awry or the military retaliating by
clubbing and cuffing some of the retreating public. But what has not
come out squarely in southern Sri Lanka is why such incidents of al-
most reckless bravado by the public take place.

The military and the government are paying scant regard to the fact
these two schools occupied by the military has caused great deprivation
to the students of those institutions. It violates their right to the freedom
of movement, of assembly and their right to an unimpeded education.
What is more, these violations take place despite a solemn Ceasefire
Agreement stipulating a deadline for their withdrawal. Not only did the
public have to suffer during times of conflict but is a]so atthe receiving
end during times of peace.

This is not all. The army is building a new camp at Mirisuvil hospital
in Chavakachcheri, taking over private homes in the process. The ques-
tion is under which law such acquisitions are being made. Emergency
regulations, made under the PSO have lapsed since late last year and the

poses.
Similarly, though the fishing ban was officially lifted in June this

year, new restrictions under the PTA do not allow fishermen the free-
dom to ply their trade. Military camps being set up cheek by jowl of
each other along the coast forbid fishing within stipulated distances of
these installations. In effect these camps continue to be grave impedi-
ments to fishermen.

Meanwhile, resettlement in the high security zone controlled by the
military in Jaffna is yet forbidden.

Itis important to note therefore that the establishment cannot unleash
the bogey of the LTTE provoking incidents for obtaining an advantage
at the forthcoming talks and expect to hoodwink the public into believ-
ing that the government itself has crystal-clean record. There have been

dia) that impinge adversely on the lives of Tamils in the northeast.

We only hope what civilian agencies representing the Tamils have
failed in resolving, is taken up as matter of utmost urgency at the forth-
coming talks between the government and the LTTE, which is sched-
uled to discuss rehabilitation. If a solution is not found soon, the resent-
ment of the Tamil public against the government’s wanton defiance of
the Ceasefire Agreement might become a setback for consolidating the
peacerin the northeast.

PTA does not allow taking over of private property for military pur-

continuing acts of provocation craftily concealed from (and by the me--

What does America want of
the Tamils in Sri Lanka?

By V.L S. Jeyapalan

inally, formal peace talks are
going to begin in Thailand.

We have to thank Norway for

© this. The

Norwegians have made honest and
relentless efforts without any hidden
agendas based on vested interests. But
yet, we have to overcome many stum-
bling blocks before we can grapple
with the core issues.

‘The main impediment that [ attempt
to outline here has to be considered
by the parties to the conflict and the
international community that is keen
on supporting talks.

The most important and immediate

' problem facing the peace process in

Sri Lanka is the increasing involvement
of the US and the confusing signals
given by itto various parties to the con-
flict in the country and to India and
China. As I have argued in my earlier
article, he who controls Sri Lanka, es-
pecially its northeastern region, will
have strategic leverage in the emerging
theatre of the new Cold War in the Bay
of Bengal and the Arabian Sea.

thurally, in this context any over-
enthusiastic involvement on the part
of the US in Sri Lanka during direct
peace negotiations raise concerns in
Beijing and New Delhi. China has been
traditionally strongly networked with
the Sinhala Buddhist establishment in
Sri Lanka. Hence, it has definite ap-
prehensions about this network be-
coming increasingly Americanised. On
the other hand, India’s concerns about
increasing US involvement in this part
of the region are quite obvious. (This
has to be understood in the light of
the growing military presence of the
US in the Arabian Sea following the
Gulf and Afghan Wars).

Therefore the better way for the US
to support the peace process in Sri
Lanka is to keep and low but positive
profile in Sri Lanka. .

In this connection I would like to
describe a heated conversation be-
tween a Sinhala nationalist and a Tamil
nationalist after a peace related con-
ference in Colombo recently.

The Sinhala nationalist tried to con-
vince his Tamil colleague that the

peace process was only a time buying.

device and would be used by the US
to buy time to improve the fighting
quality of the Sri Lankan armed forces
and equip it in order to eventually de-
stroy the LTTE. He made a strong case
that there would be an Afghanistan-
like US involvement in Sri Lanka, if
the peace talks break down.

He argued that the anti peace forces
in Colombo are pegging their political

- fortunes onto this eventuality. In sup-

port of his argument he quoted state-
ments made by US Ambassador to Sri
Lanka in Colombo and in Jaffna last
year. According to the Sinhala nation-
alist, the US envoy’s speeches were a
clear warning to the Tigers, demand-
ing their submission.

He said the US Deputy Secretary of
State Richard Armitage’s visit to Jaffna
and his discussions with the Sri Lanka
army there were clear signals of grow-
ing US military involvement on the side
of the Sinhalese to destroy the Tigers.
“The only option available to the LTTE
in this situation is to seek India’s back-
ing. But J. R Jayawardene cunningly
cut off all the avenues of trust between

India and the Tamils,” he said.

The Sinhala nationalist further ar-
gued the Tamils were living in a fool’s
paradise trying to interpret all politi-
cal developments in the world in their
favour. He said that the Tamils had not
learnt the lesson from the Palestinian-
Israeli talks.

At this stage the Tamil nationalist
asked him to clarify the matter further.
The Sinhala nationalist’s interpretation
of the Palestinian Israeli situation was
as follows: “Norway initiated and fa-
cilitated negotiations between the Pal-
estinians and the Israelis in the late
eighties in a similar manner and spirit.
Butit did so without checking increas-
ing American involvement in that
peace process. The US got increasingly
involved in the negotiations with the
ulterior motive of strengthening Israel’s
hand over the Palestinians.”

The Tamil nationalist interjected at
this juncture observing, “But as a con-
sequence of its policy on

Palestine, US finds itself isolated and
unpopular among the Arab nations
and in most parts of the third world.
Therefore, the US will be careful about
getting involved in a similar manner in
this region which is becoming as im-
portant to America as the Middle
East.”” The Tamil nationalist went on

- to convince his colleague, quoting ex-

tensively from recent statements by

“Ashley Wills and the US State Depart-

ment, that

America is supporting an interim
government in the Northeast and suc-
cessful negotiations for a “confeder-
ated settlement.”

Furthermore he insisted that Rich-
ard Armitage’s visit to Jaffna was also
meant to convey the message that the
US is not against the Tamils and that it
is ready to support a federal alterna-
tive. “You said the same thing when
the Israelis opened the interests sec-
tion in Colombo. You went into a simi-
lar euphoria when there were reports
that the Israelis were training the Sri
Lanka army and you said the Ameri-
cans would help you through the Is-
raelis to defeat the Tigers. But it later
transpired in the book by the
MOSSAD agent that the Israelis also
gave training to the Tigers,” he said.

The discussion ended here, as the
Sinhala nationalist had nothing to say.

Norway initially handled Palestin-
1an-Israeli peace process in the correct
manner. But later US’s behind the
scenes involvement in the process
came to the fore and aggravated the
conflict because America took the side
of Israel while playing mediator. This
retarded and eventually destabilised
the peace process when it had reached
a stage where the Palestinian and Is-

raeli leaders were able to share the

Nobel Peace prize.

After the US became overtly in-
volved in taking ‘forward’ the Oslo
Accord(signed by the Israelis and
Palestinians in 1993) its role and
stature as mediator was under-
mined by its partisan attitude. It
openly backs or tacitly approves
the brazen Israeli genocide in the
Palestinian homeland while de-
manding that Arafat should fulfill
his obligations under the Oslo Ac-
cord.

This has earned the US general op-
probrium of Muslims all over the
world — a Gulliver surrounded by Is-

lamic Lilliputians. And America
has got itself into a second Viet-
nam, endangering its sole super
power status, providing an oppor-
tunity to Russia or China (which-
ever can overcome its Muslim
problem) to win over the Muslim
world and its resources.

I hope America does not repeat
the same mistake in Sri Lanka,
though this is a different geo-po-
litical context.

America cannot be a well wisher
of the peace process in Sri Lanka
and at the same time adopt a par-
tisan rale in the conflict by giving
training to the Sri Lanka army and
encouraging groups campaigning
against the negotiations with state-
ments which seem designed to
demoralise the Tamils.

The unabashedly partisan state-
ments made by Wills last year,
which was tantamount to dictat-
ing a solution to our problem are
nothing new to Sri Lankan Tamils.

In the late eighties when India
was involved in getting the Tamil
liberation movement and the Sri
Lankan government to the negoti-
ating table, the Indian High Com-
missioner in Colombo at the time,
J. N Dixit took a similar viceroy-
like approach to dictate his agenda
to the Tamils. His attitude was
eventually detrimental to India’s
long-term interests and embroiled
the world’s fourth largest army in
a futile war.

I hope the US would follow
President Jimmy Carter’s correct
approach to its involvement in Sti
Lanka and its peace process.
Carter’s policy on Central
America at the time brought peace
not only to Nicaragua but helped
dampen the hotbed of anti-US
Lilliputians in the region.

At the UN General Assembly in
March 1977, Carter announced to
the world that henceforth the
United States would put the pro-
motion and protection of human
rights in the forefront of its foreign
pohcy

Although his w ords were not
matched by the deeds of the US
military and intelligence services
in many parts of the world (hu-
man rights abuses peaked in Ar-
gentina and Nicaragua and
reached unprecedented levels in
Guatemala and El Salvador dur-
ing the Carter years) the spirit of
his vision for America’s role in
world affairs remains valid. His
was the only American president
that was popular among third
world nations.

America cannot behave like the
proverbial bull that tramples the
man fallen from the tree when it is
addressing the problem of ag-
grieved peoples of this world such
as the Tamils of Sri Lanka. It has
to moderate the pursuit of its stra-
tegic interests with the humane vi-
sion enunciated by Jimmy Carter
25 years ago.

On the first anniversary of 9/11
America is searching for answers
as to why it is disliked so much in
the third world. It can find the an-
swer within itself, by studying its
own history— in Carter’s human
rights first approach.
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Chandrika using IAC

to defeat the UNF

By J. S. Tissainyagam

he setting of dates for the

| first round of talks be

tween the government of

Sri Lanka and the LTTE has given

a degree of tangibility to the quest

for a negotiated settlement of Sri
Lanka’s ethnic war.

The process that began when
the two parties to the conflict
agreed to declare separate
ceasefires in December last year,
has now consolidated and de-
spite the limited agenda for ne-
gotiations in the first round,
there is a definite feeling of op-
timism. :

The prospect of talks has also
casts its shadow on the course
of national politics as the UNF
and the PA grapple with the
LTTE. The Tigers determined
political developments in the
south while at war with the Sri
Lankan state, but are today de-
termining politics in the south
even more,. as they explore av-
enues for peace. :

It emerged late last week that
President Chandrika
Kumaratunga and her PA were
2oing to oppose the passage of
the 19" Amendment to the Con-
stitution. Though initially agree-
ing to submit amendments 'to the
Amendment, Kumaratunga and
her party decided they would
oppose the bill, demonstrating
in the process the battle lines
were very clearly drawn.

Though the 19" Amendment
deals primarily with curtailing
the president’s powers to dis-

solve parliament arbitrarily, the

so-called ‘conscience vote’ was
expected to have far reaching
implications for the peace pro-
cess as a whole because if made
law, it would allow cross-party
voting in defiance of the party
whip.

As it stands today, voting
against the party may lead to un-
seating of an MP. The con-
science vote was expected make
the task of constitutional reform
and other requirements arising
out of government-LTTE nego-
tiations easier to legislate on in
the event the two main south-
ern parties continued to be at
loggerheads but individual MPs
in the opposition were willing
to vote with the government.

While Kumaratunga was at
least willing to consider alter-
ations to the 19" Amendment
before rejecting it completely,
her stance vis-a-vis the de-pro-
scription of the LTTE has been
one of hostility from‘the begin-
ning. So much so, Sarath
Amunugama. spokesman for the
PA said the party had favoured
lifting of the ban only when

- Kumaratunga realises that while the UNF has‘ put all its eggs

in the peace process basket, to the average Sri Lankan voter: it

is not only an end to the risk to life and limb posed by the

exploding bombs or the flower of Sinhala youth returning in

body bags alone that define peace. It is also the tangible

economic benefits that peace yields. In other words, it is the

peace dividend. Without economic prosperity marching hand in

- hand with physical security, peace has little pro&pecthr

talks showed progress.

The PA’s refusal to recognise the
de-proscription was followed by
the president writing to the gov-
ernment demanding explanations
for the modalities of the LTTE’s
sea-bourn transportation, which
was'facilitated when the govern-
ment and LTTE negotiated a deal
through the Norwegian third party.

Kumaratunga’s opposition to
accommodating LTTE wishes will
also be of immense importance for
the establishment and functioning
of the interim administration
council (IAC). The implication of
setting up this body was debated
some months ago, but with the
IAC reportedly not coming up for
discussion during the first round
of talks, the matter has receded
somewhat from the public domain
at present, no doubt to re-emerge
when the time is ripe.

The legal and statutory con-
straints for setting up the IAC have
been dealt with in considerable
detail in the Northeastern Herald
earlier. But what has to be also ex-
amined is the economic environ-

.ment in the northeast and the im- '

pact such a body will have on in-
vestment, trade, tourism and so
on.
The LTTE has stated categori-
cally the IAC, over which it is ex-
pected to retain near monopolis-
tic control, will coordinate and fa-
cilitate economic development in
the northeast. It has implied the
IAC will have a.vital role to play
in identifying projects and as a
conduit for channelling funding
for the implementation of devel-
opment programmes in the region.

Though there were plenty of
promises of development aid by
foreign donors, the flow of fund-
ing to the northeast seems to be
spluttering. The situation
prompted Norway’s deputy for-

sustainability.

eign minister, Vidar Helgesan,
speaking in Ottawa. to urge donors
to be more liberal with their con-
tributions.

He said, “We believe it (fund-
ing) would underpin and
strengthen the' peace process if
tangible benefits are brought to
people both in the north and the
south of Sri Lanka. This will be
an important part of the first round
of talks

“The destruction is enormous,
particularly in the north... So our
appeal would be to the interna-
tional community ... to not await
a final outcome of the talks to ac-
tually start increasing humanitar-
ian and reconstruction assis-
tance,” he said.

It is from the standpoint of the
LTTE’s insistence the IAC will
play a vital role in the develop-
ment process in the northeast and
the plea by the Norwegian facili-
tators for increased international
assistance that we have to judge
the stance of the president and the

nationalist sections of the Sinha-*

lese towards IAC.
Kumaratunga realises that while

the UNF has put all its eggs in the -

peace process basket, to the aver-
age Sri Lankan voter, it is not only
an end to the risk to life and limb
posed by the exploding bombs or
the flower of Sinhala youth re-
turning in body bags alone that
define peace. It is also the tangible
economic benefits that peace
yields. In other words, it is the
peace dividend. Without eco-
nomic prosperity marching hand
in hand with physical security,
peace has little prospect for
sustainability.

Her ally the JVP is treading an
identical path. It realises unless
there is a disgruntled underclass
of economically marginalized Sin-
halese, it will not have the sup-

port it requires to remain in power.
It uses Sinhala nationalism to cre-
ate a situation where economic
growth declines under the burden
of war so that larger and larger
segments of the population be-
come economically marginalized
and ready to.topple the govern-
ment. :

Meanwhile, the UN and the
World Bank have promised US $
65 million for Sri Lanka, a major
portion of it going for the rehabili-
tation and reconstruction of the
northeast.

If a major part of this money is
to go to the reconstruction and re-
habilitation of the northeast, it fol-
lows this funding is going to ini-
tiate economic opportunities not
only in the northeast, but very sig-
nificantly in the south. That was
why it was important the A9 had
to be easily motorable; that is why
trade fairs had to be held in Jaffna.
After all from where is the cement,
asbestos, steel and bathroom fit-
tings going to come? They will
come from the south.

This has given rise to disen-
chantment among the entrepre-
neurs of the northeast who com-
plata_ the thrust of the
government’s development efforts
only lead to companies based in
southern Sri Lanka expanding
their sales in the northeast rather
than industry, manufacture and
agriculture located in the north-
east being given a much-needed
fillip. They also complain that re-
tail trade after the Ceasefire
Agreement has led to an alarming
outflow of funds - especially from
the Jaffna peninsula.

The grievances of the Jaffna en-
trepreneur only confirm that re-
construction and rehabilitation in
the northeast will, willy-nilly,
benefit the south. In other words,

the new relationship between the

northeast and south in political
matters with negotiations begin-
ning will be reflected in the
world of reconstruction, reha-
bilitation and development too.

This is the primary reason for
the president and Wimal
Weerawansa to oppose the IAC.
It goes beyond the mere
mobilisation of Sinhala nation-
alist forces that could be utilised
as a counter to the UNF’s con-
flict resolution strategies.

The southern opposition to
the Tigers knows only too well
the LTTE’s insistence on the
TAC. It knows Tigers do not trust
the donors - especially the
INGOs - whose record in the
‘un-cleared areas’ has been any-
thing but an exposition of hon-
esty or hard work.

These sections of the south
also know that with the war ef-
fort at least temporarily. sus-
pended, the LTTE needs to pro-
vide two things to the people of
the northeast. It has to mobilise
human resources productively
and one avenue is through the
reconstruction of the damaged
physical environment and re-
settlement of displaced persons.
Similarly, it has to show it can
‘deliver the peace.’ As much as
in the south. it has spread the
peace dividend, seeing to it
however that it does not breed
complacency among the people
it represents.

And for this an institution
such as the IAC remaining un-

der LTTE control is vital. That -

is why the LTTE is firm about
the interim administration and
its role both in administering the
northeast and spearheading de-
velopment efforts.

Knowing how vital the IAC is
for the Tigers and realising that
economic mobilisation in the
northeast will be of crucial im-
portance to enhance earning for
the private and government sec-
tors in the south as well,
Kumaratunga has decided to
strike. She and Weerawansa
know only too well that if al-
lowed to continue the ‘rehabili-
tation and reconstruction efforts
in the northeast will be an im-
portant factor in driving forward
southern prosperity, thereby en-
suring the longevity of the
Wickremesinghe government.

It will be well for the south
to realise the game the president
is playing. Kumaratunga feels
acting as a stumbling block to
prosperity in the south so that
it sows the seeds of discord and
disaffection among the populace
and thereby erodes the support
for the government will be the
most effective weapon in the
long term to oust the UNF.




renocide, The Genocide
Convention and Lanka

September 9 marked the 12" anniversary of the massacre of

Satturukondan in the Batticaloa district. One hundred and eighty-
Jour persons, mostly women and children were murdered in cold
blood by the security forces and a home guard. Needless to say, the
perpetrators are yet to be punished. International law defines such
acts as genocide and a crime against humanity. Below is an article
on genocide and the position of Sri Lanka as a signatory to the Con-

vention on Genocide.

By Francis Xavier

The duty of the state is to safe-
guard the eights of its people. The
interests of the people are its con-
cern. Among the rights of human
beings, the right to life is the most
supreme or primordial right.

It is legally and logically ac-
cepted that the primary and
paramount duty of all the states
is to guarantee this right — the
right to life of all people
whether citizens or aliens.

It could be asserted that the
right to life of an individual im-
poses a corresponding duty on
every other person to respect it.
The duty of the state to guar-
antee and legally protect the
right to life of all is enshrined
in almost all constitutions and
penal laws. This legal norm is
accepted in all domestic law as
well as in international law.

There is a growing tendency
to abolish the death penalty.
According to the latest infor-
mation from Amnesty Interna-
tional, about 80 countries have
abolished the death penalty
and few apply the such punish-
ment on a very limited basis.

- Modern legal norms and con--

cepts accept the view that all

members of the population of

a country whether citizen or

foreigner, is entitled by law to

certain rights. Sri Lanka has ac-
cepted this principle in the
present constitution under

Chapter III under the heading

‘Fundamental Rights.’” Sri

Lanka is also a signatory to the

Genocide Convention.

Penal law also guarantees
this right except with a few ex-
ceptions like in self-defence.
Even in times of emergency,
armed conflict, insurgency or
civil war, the right to life can-
not be derogated, as Sri Lanka
is a party to the International
Convention on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights (ICCPR).

In international human rights
law the concept of the right to
life has gained supreme impor-
tance. This is an inoperative
norm where no derogation is al-
lowed. This concept is con-
tained in Article III of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human
Rights and Article VI of the
ICCPR. In Article VI, the In-
ternational Bill of Human
Rights states: :

1. Every human being has the
inherent right to life. This
right shall be protected by

"law. No one shall be arbi-

trarily deprived of his life.

2. In countries which have not
abolished the death penalty,
sentence of death may be im-
posed only for the most seri-
ous crime in accordance with
the law in force at the time of
the commission of the crime
and not contrary to the pro-
visions of the present Cov-
enant and to the Convention
on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Geno-
cide. This penalty can only
be carried out pursuant of fi-
nal judgment rendered by a
competent court.

3. When deprivation of life con-
stitutes the crime of genocide,
it is understood that nothing
in this article shall authorise
any State, party to the present
Covenant to derogate in any
way from any obligation as-
sumed under the provisions of
the Convention on the Pre-
vention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide.

4. Anyone sentenced to death °

shall have the right to seek
pardon or commutation of the
sentence. Amnesty, pardon
‘or commutation of the sen-
“tence of death may be granted
in all cases.

5. Sentence of death shall not
be imposed for crime commit-
ted by persons below eighteen
years of age and shall not be
carried out on pregnant
women.

6. Any State, party to the
present Covenant shall invoke
nothing in this article to de-
lay or to prevent the abolition
of capital punishment.

The European Convention of

possible emphasis and impor-
tance to the concept of the right
to life. During the debates and
discussions there was much con-
troversy and heated debate over
the use of the word ‘arbitrary’ in
the Article VI of the Covenant,
but finally this word was used in

order to give the utmost level of

protection to human life.

In 1982, the UN Commission
on Human Rights adopted that all
peoples and individuals have in-
herent right to life and safeguard-
ing this right was an essential
condition.

Crimes against humanity, geno-
cide, disappearance, death result-
ing from torture, mass killings and
massacres and unwarranted kill-
ings of civilian populations are all
crimes against the right to life of
human beings. These are gener-
ally termed arbitrary killings.

It is universally accepted there
is no other issue or concern more
urgent than exploring methods
and taking concerted action to
prevent people from arbitrary
killing and unwarranted depriva-
tion of life. The organs of the
United Nations dealing with hu-
man rights have taken upon them-
selves as primary function the
safeguarding this right.

The root for this anxiety and
alarm goes back to the untold hu-

- man suffering, and annihilation of

sizable number of the human be-
ings in the two world wars, the
subsequent arms race between
powerful nations and stockpiling
of the nuclear weapons by them.
The desire to punish war crimi-
nals of the Second World War
and the need to stabilise and
strengthen organisations to estab-
lish peace arose from the irrepa-
rable damage and destruction to
human life during this war.
Leading members of the United
Nations during the closing stage
of the Second World War were in-
clined to punish those who were

Even in times of emergency, armed

conflict, insurgency or civil war, the

right to life cannot be derogated, as Sri

Lanka is a party to the International

Convention on Civil and Political

Rights (ICCPR).
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Human Rights, the American
Convention of Human Rights and
African Charter of Human Rights
also guarantee this right. The
word ‘inherent’ and the word ‘ar-
bitrary’ were used with the spe-
cific purpose to give the highest

instrumental in conceiving, con-
spiring and conducting war and
crimes against humanity. Mem-
bers of the nine European coun-
tries, *which were invaded by
Hitler met in London 1942 and
declared that they should punish

Francis Xavier

those who committed violence
against civilian populations in
those countries. The statements
made by them give force to this
view.

The great powers — Russia,
USA, UK and France - came to
an agreement on August 8 1945,
for the prosecution and punish-
ment of the major war criminals
of the European Axis Powers. In
pursuant of this agreement and
modifications made by the Pro-
tocol of Moscow on October 10,
1945, an International War Tri-
bunal was established. This is
what came to be known as the
Nuremberg Tribunal. It had ju-
risdiction to try four types of
crimes. These are contained in
Article 6, of the Nuremberg Char-
ters

1. Conspiracy in connection

with crime against peace,
war crimes, crimes against
humanity

2. Crimes against peace

3. War crimes

The Charter of the Nuremberg
Tribunal (Article — 6C) defined
crimes against humanity as fol-

~wlowss =

**Murder, extermination. en-
slavement, deportation and other
inhuman acts committed against
any civilian population, before or
during the war or persecutions on
political, racial or religious
grounds in execution of or in con-
nection with any crime within the
jurisdiction of the tribunal,
whether or not in violation of the
domestic law of the country
where perpetrated.”

The .inclusion of this charge
was basically to punish the Ger-
mans for crimes committed
against German nationals and
aliens who were resident in Ger-
many. Sixteen accused out of the

24 were found guilty under this
definition. * It is important to
note that only at Nuremberg
were crimes against humanity
recognised for the first time.
The word genocide appeared in
the indictment of the war crimi-
nals. Subsequently in Poland,
also in 1946, the prosecutor in
the Supreme National Tribunal
charged some persons for geno-
cide. '

' * Humanity should be indebted

to the noted Polish scholar and
jurist Raphael Limkin his un-
tiring effort to make the Geno-
cide Convention a reality. Al-
most all those who were in-
volved in establishing this con-
vention accept that it is because
of this one-man crusade this
convention was piloted suc-
cessfully through all its stages
and won the approval in the
United Nations General Assem-
bly in December 1948.

The crime of Genocide is as
old as history. But the word
Genocide was coined by
Raphael Limkin from the Greek
word ‘Geno’ meaning race or
tribe and Latin word ‘Cide’
meaning killing. Genocide is
directed against group as an en-
tity with action (killing) di-

rected against individuals as

members of that entity.

According to Limkin, Geno-
cide is the most glaring illus-
tration of the crime against hu-
manity. International law
through the Genocide Conven-
tion makes provision to punish
this crime over and above do-
mestic jurisdiction. Genocide is
a deliberate destruction of a
racial, cultural, tribal ethnic or
political group.

(Beyond The Wall; Journal of
the Home for Human Rights,
Sri Lanka)
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The govt.-LTTE negotiation

for peace on the Island

By Adrian Wijemanne

r I Yhe public discourse on the
Sinhala side about the
forthcoming meeting in

Bangkok seems to be clouded by

a lack of a clear understanding of

its nature. The cause of peace will

be furthered if, even at this late
stage, there is clarity as to what is
impending.

The common object of the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka (GOSL) and
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) is to end the war
between them and establish a se-
cure peace on the island. This ob-
ject is to be attained by negotia-
tion between the two parties,
which precludes any form of dic-
tation by one party to the other.
They have met as equals on the
field of battle and now they meet
as equals at the peace negotiation.

The negotiation is about peace
for all the peoples of the island. It
is not about a constitutional re-
form of the existing state because
no constitution can secure peace
between peoples who have differ-
ing conceptions of their rights and
the exercise of those rights. Sri
Lanka’s own experience is the best
proof of this. There have been
three constitutions and many
amendments of them none of
which has averted one of the long-
est wars in Asia.

Peace needs not a constitution
but a treaty between the two par-
ties to the negotiation, which will
bind each party to its agreed obli-

gations. So, at the end of the nego-
tiation there will continue to be two
parties as there were at their begin-
ning. not just one party, which has
swallowed the other. Each party
will have obligations, the obser-
vance of which will provide peace
for their respective peoples.

The performance of treaty obli-
gations necessitates the existence
within each party of the powers nec-
essary to fulfil its obligations (and)
powers which are independent of
the other and which are not derived
from the other. It is only between
parties possessed of such powers
that a binding peace treaty can be
concluded.

It is very important that these im-
plications of what negotiation
means are clearly understood by the
Sinhala people and their leaders
who have spoken so far in the vagu-
est terms of a constitutional exer-
cise in which they will be playing a
dominant role. Nothing could be
further from reality.

On the Sinhala side the constant
refrain has been the securing of
peace within the single all-island
state. There is a nationwide, multi-
partisan consensus on this. Peace
has been inextricably linked to the
single all-island state. It is assumed
unquestioningly that peace is pos-
sible only within the single all-is-
land state, our own bitter experience
notwithstanding.

For the last 18 years the single all-
island state has been the arena in
which peace has proved to be im-
possible of attainment and in which

There has been no serious consideration

of peace de-linked from the single all-

island state nor is there even now. We are

locked into peace on one basis and one

basis only, namely, the single all-island

state in which peace has proved

unattainable over a long period of time
“

war has prevailed. Even prior to that
the single all-island state was the
arena for recurring physical violence
against the Tamil people and their
elected leaders with a view to brow-
beating them into abandoning their
political demands, which were un-
palatable to us. There has been no
serious consideration of peace de-
linked from the single all-island state
nor is there even now. We are locked
into peace on one basis and one ba-
sis only, namely, the single all-island
state in which peace has proved un-
attainable over a long period of time.

If peace is de-linked from the
single all-island state there arises the
prospect of peace within a two-state
island. To reject that possibility
means that peace is not what we
want and to make clear that what
we want is the single all-island state
despite the proven impossibility of

securing peace within it. Peace re-
quires a re-examination of the nexus
between peace and the single all-
island state, which has been for so
long an article of faith among the
Sinhala people. Persistence in it will
jeopardise a successful outcome at
the forthcoming negotiation.

On the side of the LTTE the em-
phasis has been consistently on the
national rights of the Tamil nation
in the separate area of its domicile
on the island and on the autono-
mous exercise of those rights. There
is now an overwhelming Tamil con-
sensus on this behind the LTTE.
The statement of those rights was
enshrined in the Vaddukoddai
Resolution of 1976 and was mas-
sively endorsed at the general elec-
tion of 1977 thus conferring demo-
cratic legitimacy on it.

The Sinhala response to this as-

sertion was first a feeble attempt
to deny the existence of a Tamil
nation, then an attempt to out-
law it as fatal to the continuance
of the single all-island state and,
finally. to reject it as injurious to
the-Sinhala nation thus implying
the wholly untenable idea that
we possess the right to be the
sole arbiter of the rights of an-
other nation.

The issue of Tamil national rights
has bedevilled all three previous dis-
cussions with the LTTE. Now, how-
ever, the time for discussion is past
and, instead, we are embarked upon
a negotiation for peace between
equal parties in which the issue is
no longer the existence of Tamil na-
tional rights but how to reconcile
their realisation with peace on the
island for both nations.

The negotiation will be greatly
helped by a clear, rational concep- -
tion of what can be changed and
what cannot be changed. The is-
land is a physical entity, which
cannot be changed even by the
agreement of both sides. On that
unchangeable platform, however,
kingdoms have arisen and fallen,
imperial conquests have waxed
and waned, and monarchy has
been replaced by a republic.

The state is the work of man,
which is dispensable in the attempt
to secure the supreme aim, to which
man can aspire, namely, PEACE.
If that simple truth is grasped
clearly and not let go, then and
only then can we hope for salva-
tion from the talks in Bangkok.

‘India should offer Kashmir autonomy package’
US think-tank fears attempt on Musharraf’s life

By MAK Lodhi

The Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS), a
US government feedback think-
tank, is of the view if India is se-
rious to deal with the Kashmir
problem squarely, it would have
to offer an extremely generous
package of autonomy and loosen
its hold over held Srinagar.

This is how Teresita Schaffer,
Director, South Asia Program,
CSIS, summed up her views in a
briefing to Pakistani editors and
senior correspondents now vis-
iting the US on the latter’s ar-
rangements about Pak-US rela-
tions, Indo-Pak relations and the
Kashmir dispute.

Schaffer retired as ambassador
after serving at a number of im-
portant positions in the foreign
service of the United States and
her places of postings include Tel
Aviv, Islamabad, New Delhi and
Dhaka. She is also author of a

book and studies on Sri Lanka and
Kashmir.

She said Pakistan had put Kash-
mir issue on the back-burner from
1970-89 but during all this time
of about two decades India could
not resolve the dispute nor redress
the plight of Kashmiri people.

Looking at the dispute from an
international podium, she said the
biggest change has to come from
Pakistan in giving a new orienta-
tion to the issue but domestically,
the onus lies on India to move for-
ward.

“There is no pressure on India
to give up Kashmir,” she said, “but
India is being asked to start talks.”
Comparing Kashmir problem with
other international issues, she said
there have been settlements made
in other parts of the world, South
Africa being one, Cyprus and Ire-
land are on the way. On Kashmir
also, the process has to be started,
national and regional leadership
should start to change the views

lurking fear that attempt on
the life of President Pervez
Musharraf might also be
made.

About Pakistan’s internal
position, Schaffer said the
US is not likely to take a
strong position regarding
elections in Pakistan but
Pakistan must build its
democratic institutions and
they have to be in place for
an enduring Pakistan-US re-
lations. She said the present
posture of the US govern-
ment resemble a war-like
position, but it would not be

President Pervez Musharaff

so after normalisation of

and minds of people.

If the perceptions about Kash-
mir didn’t change, she feared the
situation in Kashmir is going to go
from bad to worse and Kashmir

" would become three to four times

more violent. She said there is a

situation in Afghanistan.
She said she is more con-
cerned about Pakistan’s internal
security situation than its relation-
ship with the US. She was of the
view that President Pervez
Musharraf’s popularity that he en-
joyed two years ago has eroded.
She appreciated that Musharraf

dealt well with sectarian vio-
lence but he “is not ready to
abandon support to Kashmiri
militants”. “I am not sure he is
very strong on the issue,” she
said, adding that “Pakistan’s sup-
port has clearly not been termi-
nated and its political and intel-
ligenee infrastructure remains.”

Schaffer maintains that “in the
absence of any Indian move to
start talks on Kashmir, a perma-
nent end to Pakistan’s support
for militancy may be more than
the Pakistan government is will-
ing or able to do.”

About Pakistan’s involvement
in terrorist activities in India, she
said she didn’t think that Paki-
stan was involved in attacks on
Indian parliament but she be-
lieved that the people who per-
petrated the attacks did enjoy
Pakistan’s hospitality. “What is
justified to ask Pakistan is that
its hospitality should not be mis-
used.”




Northeast adopting a free market economy

The pittalls ahead

By Jude L. Fernando
In his book ‘Development as

Freedom’, Nobel Laureate
Amartya Sen argues that free-
dom is not only the primary end
of development, but also its
means. Development in its broad-
est sense ‘“‘means removal of vari-
ous types of unfreedoms.” Ac-
cording to Sen, political freedoms
and economic freedoms are inter-
connected and reinforce each
other. Denial of political free-
doms and civil liberties restricts
economic life, because without
adequate opportunities, individu-
als cannot shape their own desti-
nies. Conditions under which one
exercises political freedom and
economic freedom vary and are
not necessarily the same. Those
who believe in political equality
do not necessarily believe in eco-
nomic equality. Or, they may not
have the resources and commit-
ment necessary to achieve it.
Historically, there is no evi-
dence of a country’s achieving a
healthy relationship between de-
mocracy and economic develop-
ment. Democracy and develop-
ment for one, has always meant
respectively slavery and underde-
velopment for another!! Often the
democratic freedoms guaranteed
(formal equalities) in the politi-
cal domain are undermined by the
inequalities internal to the eco-

nomic domain.

Be that as it may. My concern
here is the consequences for po-
litical freedom in the North and
East that might result if the region
decides to blindly adopt ‘free
market’ economic policies, as has
happened in the rest of the coun-
try. Already the World Bank,
ADB, IMF and the NGOs are
consolidating their hold over eco-
nomic development in the region.
Historically, these institutions
have exploited domestic crises in

_poor countries to create an insti-
tutional environment that furthers
the interests of transnational cor-
porations. For these institutions
the world is simply a market place
consisting of consumers and an
environment to be exploited for
the benefit of a few. If their influ-
ence is not checked by conscious
planning and strong political will,
political freedom will become
meaningless and the future will
hold far more devastating eco-
nomic crises.

For nearly 20 years talk about
minority rights by the mainstream
political parties was simply an
opportunistic means by which to
compete for state power, while
the North and East were sub-
jected to military occupation.

~ Various scandals involving mili-
tary and defense finances have
created doubts among the Sinha-
lese as to whether the government
was even sincerely committed to
a military solution.

Under these circumstances it

was inevitable that, for both Tamils
and Sinhalese, economic develop-
ment became predicated on an end
to the war —albeit from somewhat
different ideological standpoints
and experiences. The point that
needs to be underscored is that, for
all practical purposes, territorial

ethno-nationalism was institution-

alized as a primary determinant of
political and economic freedom.
The end of war does not auto-
matically bring economic prosper-
ity. This is becoming very clear for
those in the South, and will be an
even greater challenge for the North
and East. The political settlement
of the ethnic crisis is evolving at a
moment in world history when the
economic policies of practically
every country are being subjected
to the dictates of the world
economy. Even Dr. Anton
Balasingham has stated that the
LTTE is committed to an open
economy, while not elaborating on
exactly what that will mean. I guess
he is well aware of the fact that no
government or international donor
agency will tolerate, or provide any
assistance to, any group unwilling
to accept the free market economy.
Although the LTTE might argue that
their commitment to an open

' economy is instrumental and stra-

tegic, the consequences will simul-
taneously undermine both the po-
litical freedom and economic well
being of the region.

The “free market economy”, in
today’s context, entails organizing
the economy and society to func-
tion according to the interests of
transnational capital, regardless of
distributive and environmental
consequences. This involves less
government and more private sec-
tor intervention, as social develop-
ment is subordinated to the dictates
of the global market under the su-

. pervision of the World Bank, IMF

and the developed countries. While
these institutions try to convince us
that the free market economic sys-
tem is rational and benevolent,
daily news reports and a large body
of research —including some by
World Bank economists them-
selves— expose the adverse reali-
ties, and reveal the official line to
be so much Orwellian economet-
ric doublespeak.

The world has never experienced

a free market as described by the

World Bank. It is a convenient myth.
Political and military power have
always determined how markets
function and who benefits from
them —even more so now than be-
fore.

Today there is overwhelming evi-
dence that the economic policies of
these institutions have damaged the
economic well being and the envi-
ronment of poor countries. Many
authors have shown that develop-
ment under such guises as ‘devel-
opment with a human face’, ‘bot-
tom up’ and “participatory” devel-
opment and sustainable develop-
ment, has done nothing but pen-

Under these circumstances it was
inevitable that, for both Tamils and
Sinhalese, economic development
became predicated on an end to the
war —albeit from somewhat different
ideological standpoints and experi-
ences. The point that needs to be
underscored is that, for all practical
purposes, territorial ethno-national-
Ism was institutionalized as a pri-
“mary determinant of political and

etrate, integrate, manage, discipline
and control countries and popula-

tions according to the interests of

transnational capital. “Develop-
ment” is nothing but a form of neo-
colonialism.

In this regard, the North and East
will be far more vulnerable to the
privatization of social development
than the South. The need for

privatization will be justified in re-
lation to the alleged inefficiency of
state-owned enterprises.
Privatization is necessity to maxi-
mize profit for a few private indi-
viduals but is masqueraded as a so-
lution for the inefficiency of the
state. For example, the fundamen-
tal reason for the privatization of the
transportation sector in the South
is to increase the demand for auto-
mobiles, which comprise a high
growth industry for the developed
countries. Has this improved the
transportation system? Absolutely
not. Rather, it has increased travel
time, accidents and pollution. In an
event of an increase in world petro-
leum prices the country would be
in worse shape than if it had an ef-
fective public transportation system.
(Ironically, these factors can even
impede the development of capital-
ism.) >

What we forget is-the fact that
progress in the private sector in Sri
Lanka today is predicated on the
massive public sector investments
that have been made since indepen-

dence. It was the Sri Lankan State’s

investments in the social welfare
sector that have contributed to-
wards the high standards of basic
development indicators in all com-
munities. Today, open market eco-
nomic policies have drastically lim-
ited the ability of the state to carry
out such programs. What the
World Bank and IMF do under the
guise of decentralization and par-
ticipatory development, with the
assistance of NGOs, is to transfer

economic freedom

the state’s responsibility in social
development to the private sector
and the negative costs of develop-
ment to the victims of free market
economy.

Good governance is defined as
disciplining the society to behave
according the interests of the mar-
Ket. A “‘vibrant civil society” and the
“need to develop social capital”
means that one makes sure that the
struggles for re-distributive justice
wont undermine the interests of glo-
bal capitalism and that one creates
conditions for local society to bear
the negative consequences of the
world economy.

We know from history that infra-
structure for exploitation is always
developed within the rhetoric of
humanism, democracy, civility, and
distributive justice.

No doubt capital will flow to
North and East, particularly for the
development of infrastructure. But
this flow will be conditional on a
political will to carry out reforms
according to the dictates of the mar-
ket. The cumulative result will be
that Igcal prices will be determined
by the fluctuations of world market

prices. Artificial shortages - what

economists call “scarcity” as if it is
a natural condition - will be created
and institutionalized in order to
maximize the profits of private in-
Vestors.

The World Bank and many local
economists would argue that. for
example, importing onions, pota-
toes, and chili from India would re-
duce their local prices. This may

‘happen for a short period of time.

In the long run, however, Sri Lanka
will have no control over the prices
of these commodities and by then
its ability to produce them locally
will be destroyed. The demand for
removal of import restrictions is
nothing but an attempt to restrict the
total supply in order to maintain the
profits of a few companies. The con-

version of self-sufficient, small-
scale economic structures to cor-
porate export-oriented monocul-
tures will lead to a domestic sub-
sistence crisis. Droughts will rap-
idly create famine and chronic
hunger, widespread disease and
death. The responsibility of such
crises will then have to borne by
the local population and local ad-
ministration.

The introduction of new bio-
technologies will transform the
development trajectory by en-
abling the enclosure and com-
mercialization of the local wil-
derness, of the gene structure,
the building blocks of life itself.
The forceful intrusion of inven-
tion and patenting of new life
forms. from cells to animals to
humans, will have a profound
impact on agriculture, ecology,
and human rights in the region.
Moral accountability and dis-
tributive justice will be filtered
through the price system, “with
the premise that one’s obliga-
tions are acquitted by the agreed
price for goods and services ren-
dered.”

What we have in Sri Lanka is
absolute free market economy,
meaning that anybody with po-
litical power can do anything to
maximize profit regardless of its
consequences to the overall eco-
nomic well being of the country
and the environment. Multina-
tional corporations are exploiting
the lack of economic planning
with the assistance of commis-
sion-minded local administrators
and politicians, to take control
over our domestic agricultural
and industrial sectors. They, in
turn, make their profit as quickly
as possible and abandon local
agriculture and industry when
they are no longer lucrative.
Moreover, they do not even re-
pay the loans they obtained from
the banking system. The state is
stripped off any autonomy to de-
termine the destiny of its
economy and culture, and there
exists no global institution to re-
spond to the mess created by
them.

If the same economic agenda
is permitted in the North and East.
then political freedom there will
simply mean managing the region
according to the interests of the
IMF, World Bank and NGOs. 1
think, however, the possibility of
evolving a new administrative sys-
tem in the North and East pro-
vides a unique political opportu-
nity to develop an alternative
policy framework. This will re-
quire a highly imaginative norma-
tive framework for economic de-
velopment that gives priority to
re-distributive justice and
sustainability of the environment
and possesses the political will to
realize them. Perhaps, in the end.
North and East can set an ex-
ample for others seeking libera-
tion from global capitalism.
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The forgotten wetlands

of the Batticaloa district

Dr. Meena Dharmaratnam
(Eastern University)
he, salt marshes of

Sathurukondan, 7 km.

north of Batticaloa, were
excavated recently to fill low-ly-
ing land for building houses in an-
other part of this eastern town.

Tractor loads of clay from this
area were mined in an organised
manner. This destruction was
stopped by the timely interven-
tion of members of Green Leaf,
an environmental organisation in
Batticaloa, and by the Commis-
sioner of Local Government.

This mining was the result of
the lack of knowledge of the vari-
ous aspects of our environment
even among the local educated
middle classes in the region.
Why should we conserve the
seemingly unproductive lands
such as the salt marsh in and
around the Batticaloa town?
Wetlands are one of the richest
types of ecosystems in the world,
which . are as useful as the
rainforests and coral reefs. Wa-
terfowls, or birds, which are
adapted to wading in water in
search of food are well known
to us among the wide variety of
life forms in the wetlands. The
tion of wetlands of the world.

Wetlands are defined as ‘areas
of marsh, fen, peatland or water,
whether natural or temporary,
with water that is static, flowing,
fresh, brackish or salt, including
areas of marine water, the depth
of water which at low tide does
not exceed six meters.’

Both natural and man-made
wetlands occur throughout Sri
Lanka, and comprise about 15
percent of the island’s land area.

Rivers, streams, riverine flood
plains, small isolated freshwater
bodies, freshwater springs, seasonal
ponds and fresh water marshes
comprise natural inland wetlands.
Coastal wetlands include estuaries
and lagoons with associated man-
grove swamps, saline marshes,
mudflats and coastal sea grass beds.

i

The romance of the Batticaloa lagoon

A plover over a strip of mangroves in the Batticaloa lagoon by the A15 road Pic. by Buddhika Weerasinghe

Man-made wetlands include
rice paddies, irrigation tanks, large
reservoirs, canals and aquaculture
ponds.

In the 1980s a project on Asian
wetland inventory was initiated
based on the RAMSAR conven-
tion. The Directory of Asian Wet-
lands was published as a result of
this project. Forty-one sites in Sri
Lanka are listed in the directory.
Sri Lanka ratified the Wetlands
Convention, also known as the
RAMSAR convention, in 1971.

By this Sri Lanka is bound to
protect its wetlands. Bundala,

The prawn farms that are being set up in Batticaloa
with no a proper effluent management plan is very
harmful too. They will cause an environmental problem
like the Puttalam lagoon

where migratory birds come annu-
ally to spend the winter of the
northern hemisphere is the only
Ramsar site in Sri Lanka. Other
wetland sites have been identified
and are in the process of being
evaluated. =

In 1991, the Natural Resources
Management Division of the Cen-
tral Environmental Authority be-
gan the Wetland Conservation
Project. The Netherlands Govern-
ment provided the technical and
financial assistance, whilst a Na-
tional Wetland Steering Commit-
tee was also involved in the
project.

The aim of the project was to
update a database on the wet-
lands, prioritisation of wetlands
for conservation and management,
preparation of site reports for 23

- wetland sites identified and prepa-

ration of conservation manage-
ment plans for selected wetland

areas. Site reports for 10 of these
areas have béen completed.

Obviously reports on wetland
sites in the northeast were not pre-
pared, as research teams did not
visit the war zone.

~Here, we should underscore the
facrthat the Batticaloa lagoon, and
the surrounding areas of man-
groves, marshes and rice paddies,
is one of important sites identified
in the Asian Directory of Wetlands.

Mangroves are found on either
side of the Batticaloa lagoon.
Other important sites include
Kathiraveli, Vakarai,
Panichankerni, Valaichenai,
Karaitivu, Komari and Pottuvil.
Attempts to compile a site report
of mangroves and wetlands for
Batticaloa lagoon were not suc-
cessful.

Subsequent attempts to ‘study’
the lagoon were dropped due to a
petty power struggle between the

administrative system and aca-
demics. ,

Batticaloa lagoon and its sur-
rounding mangroves, marshes
and rice paddies extend from
Eravur in Batticaloa district to

Thuraineélavani in the Ampara
district. Although little known,
the wetlands of Batticaloa lagoon
are a habitat to a variety of bird
life. Many varieties of bird come
to winter in the vegetation in and
near the lagoons of the east coast.

More than 60 bird species
have been recorded in the wet-
lands of Sathurukondan The
area was classified as a bird sanc-
tuary in the past.

Birds such as snipes, plovers,
a variety of sandpipers and
garganey teals are some of the
winter visitors that have been
observed to winter in the wet
lands of Sathrukondan.

Cont. on page 12
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These birds are usually found in
the salt marshes and mudflats
around the mangroves.

Although the war has caused im-
mense destruction of the environ-
ment in the east, there have been
few instances where it has indirectly
prevented it.

The rich resources of the wet-
lands in northeast were inaccessible
to commercial interests for un-
bridled exploitation because of the
war and the related risk in making
major investments in conflict-prone
zones in the backwaters of the re-
gion. Hence, environmentally haz-
ardous commercial ventures as
prawn farming were not encour-
aged.

The lessons learnt from the
| Puttalam lagoon are an eye opener
“for the fate of lagoons subjected to

large-scale prawn farms.

The only large-scale farm started
in Kokkadicholai in the west of the
lagoon was abandoned due to a
massacre in the farm in the 80’s.
Mangroves were destroyed in
Kokkadicholai for the construction
of prawn farms — these plants still
stand as stumps.

The prawn farms, most of which
do not have legal permission to be
established have started mushroom-
ing slowly by the Batticaloa lagoon.

But the more extensive expansion
of prawn farms in the Valaichenai
lagoon must be checked urgently.
The Valaichenai lagoon and its flora
and fauna have already suffered
heavily from the effluents of the
paper factory.

The prawn farms that are being
set up in Batticaloa with no a
proper effluent management plan is
very harmful too. They will cause
an environmental problem like the
Puttalam lagoon. 3

Mangroves have also been de-
stroyed for military purposes. The
Special Task Force cut down the
rich wetland vegetation on either
side of the Al5 road from
Batticaloa in Pillaiyarady and
‘Sathurukkondan in recent years.

The stumps of the destroyed man-
groves may take years to grow back
to normal size. Thick mangroves in
many other parts of the lagoon coast,
in places such as Kallar, Palugamam,
Kiran Bridge etc., were also de-
stroyed by the Indian and Sri Lankan
militaries for security reasons.

It should also be pointed out that
the trees as well as mangroves suffered
severely during the cyclone of 1978.
‘Mangroves in and around Puttuf;
Koddaimunai etc in and around
Batticaloa town were uprooted dur-
ing this natural devastation.

The ethnic conflict started soon
after the cyclone devastation. Hence
the forest department had little time
to initiate replanting programmes
where mangroves had been de-
stroyed by the natural disaster.

Mangroves were cut wantonly for
firewood, as there were no forest
department controls during the pe-
riod of conflict. Bakeries and
limekilns were largely responsible
for the destruction of mangroves for
firewood.

- The mangroves of Satthurukondan, Batticaloa District Pix. by Buddhika Weerasin ghe

Mangrove replanting is a fea-
sible project. Many such
projects have been successfully
carried out in countries like In-
dia and Africa. Mangrove
plants enriching the lagoon
coast near the Batticaloa bus
stand is evidence for the feasi-
bility of such programmes. Re-
search organisations, universi-
ties and the forest department
should take the initiative for ex-
tensive mangrove replanting
programmes.

In the past, the numerous la-
goons, inlets and bays along the
east coast were fringed by rich
mangrove vegetation. R. L.
Brohier remarks that “the east
coast nevertheless offers a more
sttiking development as one
may see at Batticaloa. How very
few persons realize what de-
lightful water excursions these
still river stretches on the east
coast offer. The shores are
embowered with the richest
vegetation or fringed by man-
groves. Only filtered light pen-
etrates -into this maze of curi-
ously arched and spreading
roots hanging over a dark mo-
rass of smelly mud.”

-<The politically
neglected wetlands and man-
grove resources of the east
coast need urgent attention if
the rich vegetation described by

historians are not turned into-

prawn farms, which can even-
tually turn these into desserts.
It is a pity to note that even
the fish fauna of the lagoon has
not been properly recorded.
Compact sites such as
Sathrukondan should be de-
clared as protected areas. There
is a serious threat that we may
lose the resources of the lagoon
and its surroundings even be-

fore we know their full poten--

tial and benefits to society.
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A kingfisher on a pole in the Batticaloa lagoon by Kallady bridge
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