l;‘ N F e
{ \“\f“\

Mmission
wdence -

The Story of the.Sri Lanka Racb Rigts 1977

Saturday August 19, 1978

el

= gsc«u who reured as

Chref Justxce in 1966, is
=T the most dlstlng-

>h d Judges of the Sup-
< e Court.of Ceylon. He,
seeded . Mr. Hema
mayake as  Chief
ice on August 4, 1964.
- 1. Sansoni studicd at
*‘al College, Colombo

Won. an open
scholarshlp to the then
University College, Colom-
bo, His contemporary
scholars were Mr.E. F, C.
Ludowyk, Mr. H. E.
Peries, :C. C.:S. and Mr.
Tom Tweed. Exhibition-
ists at that time were
Mr. Justice A. W. H..

(Continued on Page 7)
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“THE POLICE

FAILED IN

ITS DUTY’

The staggenng aspect of .the events that
took. place was that the one body that does

exnected
fo.cse, raﬂad in

 Kadirgamar Q C in tbe
cearse of Bjs inirodactory
address before th= Sansoni
Commlssmn in Jaffoa on

of his
address:-

““May I, Sir, with respect,
say a few words about the
Tamil Refugees Rehabilita-
tion Organisation which I

have the honour t0 represent-

today.

“We have already subniit-
ted to the Commission a
memorandum—may be it is

= & ary~8,° 1978. The foll-
owmg is the text

.

_not reqm*e éver to be reminded that they are
S be iscipiined, namely, the police.
.is duty not only towaru ~
-lamu t‘r’op}e iwt tbwarc’ﬁ tixe enfire vats oo
L 3 3

wri-be so gdod merely to
glance, at it, it will assist me
then to outline to yoIX how
we could be of assistance to
you.

2in the first instance, this
organisation that I represent
was founded during the midst
of those awful days- of
violence of August, 1977.
Ladies and Gentlemen who
came to the resciie of their
fellow citizens, who rendered
whatever services “they could
during the hours of terrible
agony, who were ultimately

!‘-{47

.;Oppc: sitinity
SowW befcue you=—it ig duied

16t January, 1978. If jou

herded into refugee camps—

thosé people had the oppor-
tunity of seeing for thenasglves
and listening to the *Zgoniey
ani woes of people who had

Q‘“’r*’,h;ﬁ’{ﬂedr t \rbemdestl‘

c r.svl 1
ety f»fﬁ%re*gf se -
tations to - ‘o=Ale. 4y
ofganisation £ om What it saw
and " heard, is able to place
this memorandum as a guide
to you.

“As you will see, the
Organisation is non- poh'ncal
the organisations’s objecuve
was to render Service first

to the dlsplaced mdnlddals, -

and now in the interests of
not only the Tamil- speakmg
people but all others in the
‘country who stand in fear
of repetition of this kind
of incidents, at the base of
which lies the failure of law

(Continued on paze 2)

ABOUT

TODAY LAST YEAR,

y was in the
the worst tragedy that
“oefell it in its near -
" thirty years of freedom,
A.mong many who were
fortunate to be spared
the tormen. of being per-
-sonal witnesses to death
-and inhumanity, and be-
ag victims of terror, des-
cuction, injury and humi-
~ation, the memories are
“ading already.

grip of-

While an apathetic and
anawakened public con-
sience is a matter for
2gret, a partial expla-

ho do‘nnt remember tlw past are condemned 0 rehve

ugust 19, 1977, the coun-

CURSELVES

nation for this might lie
in the fact that even af-
ter one year of the sor-
did happenings, a com-
plete picture of what went
on island-wide, is not

available to the thinking

person. The standards and
ethics of popular journa-
lism being what they are
today, the very coverage
of the Sansoni Commis-
sion  of Inquiry in the
daily Press has led to an
information imbalance,
Apart from the exigencies

. of space which must ne-

Cessarily keep out large
chunks of evidence, dijs-
tortions, wilful or other-

wise, in the treatment of -

copy and- in head-lining,

are leading to faulty
communication,
Today, as we begin

publishing in the form of
a regular weekly paper,
the entirety of the eviden-
ce being presented before
the Commission, we hope
to give you a more au-
thentic picture.  We will
be giving you in essence,
a slice of contemporary
history; absorbing read-
ing on events that happen-
ed beyond your Ppersonal
knowledge, which however
 tragic and unpleasant they
were, have already shaped
the lives and thinking of
" thosands and thousands of

fellow human beings liv-

ing with us, as well as
- those who are expatriates

~ stupidities

- better assessnent

abroad. We are sure that
the™-first-hand testimony
(subject to human frailties
of course) offered by the
hundreds of ‘witnesses who
were either victims of eve-
nts or participants, in the
associated - developments,
will help you not only to-
wards, a better under-
standing  of human moti-
vations and impulses and
~of human be-
but towards a
of race
relations today. It could
also help you again fresh
nsxghts- into a historical
vision - of the country’s
future.

haviour,

As you Wweuld yourself
wonder, the devoting of
an entire ‘paper to the
proceedmgs of a Commiss-
ion of Inquiry, is an umor-

- ges from the proceedings,

thodox and a rare kind
of journalism.- The edit-
ing is being done with
care, so that while the
reader will miss nothing
of importance that emer-

he will be saved the strain
of reading repetitive evi-
dence or trivialThe baper
will naturally ceass pub-
lication' once its purpose

is fulfilled, but hopefully
give place to another with
wider objectives, Your sus-
tatned  support at this
stage will therefore help
us in the fruition of our
long-term objective. Tijll
then, good- reading and
thank you.

The EdltOr

if. 9!

— Santayana - Ammcan p/zz/ovop/zer 186?-195’

,thxs%'
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The Sansoni Commission Evidence

August 19, 1978

The Jaffna Public Library building

wﬁére the Commission began sittings on

the 8th February

1978

with regard to tHe incidents
in Jaffna, with regard to the
incidents in Anuradhapura
District (page 5), with regard
to the incidents in the
Vavuniya District (page 6),
the incidents in the Mannar
District, with regard to the
incidents in the Trincomalee
District, with regard to the

incidents in Colombo and
the incidents in the whole
country,

We have collected at page
‘10 and also drawn your attents
ion to the destruction of
temples and places of worship
and  public .servants and the
incidents in other parts of

THE POLICE FAILED IN

IS DUTY, SAYS Q. C.

(Continued from page 1)
enforcement institutions to do
their duty. :

““The incidents, of course,
commenced in Jaffna. It
would have been more app-
ropriate if 1 could outline
for you the course that it
took in the first
but as Mr. Choksy is unable
to stay tomorrow, I will be
happy to allow him to set
out his. position Which by
and large is very much ours,
What I wish to state to you
Sir is that this Commission
came about, I believe, on the
18 of August, 1977, when
Mr. Amirthalignam, the Lea-
der of the Opposition and
he Leader of the Tamil
Jnited = Liberation Froat, .
“xed for aledjournment of

et M S Nape
- the ,»«‘-elz,at,,e - - Natil nal -
State A S_S?,‘«i“" .use violen-

ce in its wo. tugly form
was raging in. the country—
murder, rape, arson and
looting. He asked for an
adjournment becatse of an
incident that took place in
jaffna between the police
and the public. It may well
be in the long 1un the
fmmediate™ cac Y not
require very much scrutiny
because it is clear that the
Government itself had respon-
‘ed to "the request for a
Commission and accepted
jt as a fact that the shatter-
tng chain_of consequence and
“events in this country arose
from police bchaviour in

Jaffna.

A sad reality - .
lack of discipline

“] think as you go a}ong
you will find that it 1S 2
fact accepted by responsible

" Jeaders of all communities

in the National StateAssembly.
Now in the course of his
speech Mr. Amirthalingam
made a request foran impar-
tial inquiry into the events
which had taken place and
the Hon’ble the Prime Mimist-
er instantly stated in the

House that his Government

will immediately appoint 2
Commission of inguiry and
that the Commission will
inquire into all the incidents
that occurred, ascertain how
they arose, how they were
handled by the authorities
and with recommendations
for the future,

In our way of looking at

things, not only were those
incidents matter for eternal
shame as far as national
LONSCIOUsness is concerned if
_ ghere is such a thing—but the
appointment of this Commiss

instance °

ion is momentous for the
reason that it has been
emphasised over and over
again for the last few weeks
that -one of the sad realities
of our country
of language, race and religion
is the lack of discipline,
Even the retiring President
in his farewell address to
the Services, reminded them
of their duty to be disciplined.

“Phe staggering aspect of
the events that took place,
was that the one body that
does not require ever to be
reminded that they are expect-
ed to be disciplined, namely,
the police force, failed in
its duty not only towards
the Tamil people but towards

_the = “tire nation.  This
Co™mib sion came into being
as result of Mr. Amirtha-
lingam’s request for aa
impartial inquiry into the
conduct of the police .a
Jaffna vis a-vis the public
in Jaffna and the Govern-
ment of the day realising
the importance
the Commission with
necessary ‘authority.

Even patients
were attacked

1 shall be placing before
you a map of the country
and we have listed, depicted
on this map in different
colours the sites of incidents
from the I6th to the 26th
August, 1977; 1 don’t need
to make any emphasis of
the fact that those cursed
days enveloped the length
and breadth of the Island.
You will find a key to
that map. We have to use
ten colours to cover the
period 16th to 26th.

the

“At one stage having read
the most intriguing story
of the partition of India, I
was wondering to myself as
to whether there was some
parallel in Ceylon; whether
rumour runs down the rail-
way lines and carries the
carnage as it happened in
India during the Hindu-Muslim
‘riots. Once the facts are
considered it does not seem
that rumour had been runn-
ing on the railway lines.

It will be of assistance
to consider as to whether
there is some sinister hand
behind  this.. Government
wants to do that. Previously
that struck the Prime Minister
as to whether there is an
organization behind these. We
have grouped as best as we
could with reference to every
. one of the terms of reference

in respect.

of

appointed -

the country. There is a similar
pattern of gangs attacking
residentS, working places,
business houses, looting, mur-
der and rape. In some
hospitals not only were there

-incidents of minor employees

attacking medical staff but
even went to the extent of
attacking patients in hospital
beds. : :

We invite ‘you to evaluate
particularly whether it is not
true to say that it was the
Police Force in Jaffna that
started the disturbances by
disregarding even their superior
officers and rubping amok

firing and killing without

rhyme or reason and with-
out any orders. Unde: cover
the curfew they were
inflicting destraction in Jaffna
We venture to suggest, Sir,

that the S. L. F. P., Govera-

ment which no longer exists
let loose a racist Police
on the Tamwil speakigg mino-
rities of this country. We are
suffering today for what
could’ well have been the
policy on the part of the
body iu the manner of recru-
itment and the source of
recruilment: and the pre-con-
ceived object of the Govern-
ment of that day. Ul imately

within a few weeks of its

defeat at the General Elect-
ions we.  have this most
remarkable phenomenon in
the - country. Unless it can
be made sure that such a
phenomenon will not recur in
this country all citizens will
be living in a state of fear
and terror, =

‘I intend calling Mr. A mir-
thalingam to give his testi-
mony before you and if
necessary the signatory to
this memorandum. After Mr.
Amirthalingam has given his
testimony before you, we can
indicate to you the officials
who may be in possession
of the material documents
and with regard to the origin
and the manner in which
these incidents developed all
over the island. ‘It is not
possible to obtain for example
from the Co-ordinating Offi-
cers, Police Offieers and A rmy
Officers elsewhere in the
country, the records as to
the origin and nature of
these incidents. 1 am ° sure
it would be evident to you
from the terms of reference
that the Government of the
day is greatly concerned to
ensure that there will not be
a repetition of these incid-
ents which originated within
disciplined units.

~than that their

“Hostile colleagues
made it difficult
for them to get

back to work”

Mr. Leslie Bartlstt made a
brief submission on the first
day of the proceedings.- He
said:-

‘May I on behalf of the
Federation of Tamil Trade
Unions and the Association
of Affected Tamil Officers
state that both these associa-
tions have a common problem.
The Tamil public servants in
this- country had to leave
their work places for the rea-
son that these public servants
were physically dealt with in

their very work places. They.

also today find it difficult to
work in these several work
places for no other reason
colleagues
had been hostile towards them
z_ind still continue to be host-
ile and therefore the feelings
b?tyveen these two commu-
nities: have not abated even
today in their work places.

B

they findgit difficult evens
to take residence in the
affected areas because their
families are not able to live® ~
in the areas. ‘

I do not wish to take
much of the Commission’s
time. I refer to our memo-
randum dated 16th January.. ;
1978 with special reference to-
paragraph (c). (reads) This is
a special problem that the
Cqmmission would be more
concerned about if these Tamik
public officers - are to conte
inue in public service or take:
their retirement for the speciak
reason stated in our memoran-
dum

Mr. Mapivasagam Underwood;; -
said:-

The Association of Affec-
ted Tamil Officers has worked
very closely with the Tamik
Refugees Rehabilitation Orga-

All : nisation and in fact both:

e these.publlc _servants jp the memorandum and in
erlda special problem. They other matters, we Wwill be J
ou f-hke to have transfers working very closely with 3
?Wayfrom these affected areas them. This association, the 2
a?'e:a e }';lreas, namely, the - Association of Affected Tamil :
: l's where they would like Officers, was formed in the E

0 live and continue in service shadow of ‘the tragedy in
till. thclr retirement. In fact Apgust, 1977. "
| |
S , : 5 :
THE TERMS OF REFERENCE w :
AS PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE OF THE REPUBLIC |- o 3
_ OF SRI LANKA (CEYLON) of Wednesday, November 09, 1977 =3
Proclamation &c. by the President. Ty
BY HIS EXCELLENCY WILLIAM GOPALLAWA, |
PRESIDENT AND COMMANDER IN-CHIEF OF THE RE- E
PUBLIC OF SRI LANKA 2

" GREETINGS:

~ fidelity, do, in

ing in

; (b)
(©

)

suech organisation—

or

3) to
(a

- persons affected

(b)

retommendations:
And 1 do hereby direct t
relating to the aferesaid

behalf: : t
to this Commission.

hundred and Seventy-seven.

_ TO: MILTANI CLAUDE SANSONI, ESQUIRE. i i

WHEREAS it appears fo me to be necessary to appoint 2
Commission of Inquiry for the purposes hereinafter mentioned:
Now, therefore, I, William Gopallawa President,
great trust and confidence in  your Prudence, ability and
pursuance of the provisions of section 2 of
the “Commissions of Inquiry Act. (Chapter 393),by these presents
appoint yous:the said Miliani Claude .Sansoni, Esquire t0 be *F
my Commissioner for the purpose of inquiring into and Teport- - §
ing on the following matters:— SEea s ]
(1) to ascertsin the circumstances and the causes that led § =3

to, and the nature  and particulars of, the incidents which = g

took place in the Island between the 13th day of August, 8

1977 and ihe 15th day of .September, 1977 and result- §

(a) death or injury to persons,

the destruction or damage of property belonging
to, or in the possession of,
State Institution or the State,
the robbery or theft of any such property:
whether any person or body of personsor any organ-—
isation, or any person Or persons connected with

(a) committed or conspired to commit, :
(b) aided or abetted in or comspired to aid .or abet
in the commission of

- (c) :in any manper assisted, encouraged, or were con-

cerned in. or conspired to assist to enCourage in

any of the acts referred to in paragraph (1); and

recommend such mesasures as may be necCessary-

) “to rehabilitate or assist in any cther manner the

by .such acts. and

to ensure the safety of the public and to prevent

~ the recurrence of such incidents; -

: And T do hereby authorise and empower you,
Commissioner, to hold ' all' such inquiries and make all such .

investigations, into the aforesaid matters

to be necessary, and require you to fr I
“thres months from the date hereof, a report thereon undef
your hand, setting out- the findings of your inquiries and your

hat such part of any inquiry
matters, as X
cretion determine, shall not be held in public:

jons to render all such assistance an
tion as may be properly render

And I do hereby declare tha
14 of the aforesaid Cemmissions 0

Given at, Colombo, under
-Sri Lanka, this Ninth Day of November,

reposing

any persol, Of amy | =)

the said

as may appear to you
ansmit to me within

as you may, il yeur dis-

d furnish all such informa-,
ed and furnished in that'

t the provisions of section §
£ Inquiry Act shall apply =

the Seal of the Republic of
"One thousand Nine

By His Excellency’s command,
H. C. D. Wijesinka,
Secretary to the President
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[IN THE NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY: 9ih DEC., 1977 | |

. TREMESDILS  DETERIOR T

IV THE VORALE,  ADMINISTRATION
D CONCT OF TG POLICE”

In the course

of his submissions before

ithe Sansoni Commisson ou the second  day’s

sittings in Jaffna,

~quoted the observations

Jayewardene —on the

Mr. Sam J.C.Kadirgamar

made by Mr.J R.

floor of the National

State Assembly, in regard to the Police Service,

AMr, Jayewardene was

then = Prime Minister)

Mr. Kadirgamar was reading from the Hansard
scf 9th “December, 199Fms = = . s

: L5 I would now like
~jto deal generally. with the
“=Police service...... naturally
severybody is concerned with
the Police 'service - because
in any state that considers
_itself civilized, there must
be an  orgnaisation . to
preserve law and order. In
our country, the Police service
has a history of over 100
years and has been respon‘si_ble

mainly for the DISSSLYALION .o
of laé”m o order, except

"Lanka like a coconut

~when there - were ~ violent
outbreakes and the military
swere called in to'he]p them.
But © 17,000 people Wwho
~constitute the Police service
-are the people to whom the
-ordinary citizen looks up to

in order to maintain law -

zand order.

“I find that in the last
7 years—it is not my finding
-alone but of almost every-
body in this Assembly as
seen over the last two days—
:there has been a tremendous
«deterioration in the morale,
-administration and conduct

1 0% =
g

e

HAT MR

Mr. Kadirgamar: “Before
q call Mr: Amirthalingam,
xmay I have your indulgence
ito bring certain matters to
Zyour notice. We are seeking
to marshal the evidence in
such a form that you will
mnot be burdened w.th too
‘much details. We hope to
place before you the broad
aspects of the origin and
escallation of the unfortunate
incidents which are now
before you. In that connection
-we thought it might be
useful if we give an indicat-

.

:311', Kadirgamar : The 2nd day

A R A A A A A A A A A I P~

WERAPITI

of the Police. I do not say
it coverS . everybody in the
Police service but ‘by and
large it ~has been so.

Let us see what the Siri-

- wardhana Commission - tells

us. During theseven years that
the previous  government
ruled this country, they used
the Police Force as their
private home guard. Mrs.
iBapdaranaike; “treated Sri-
estate.
She looked after it as she
looks after her coconut estates.
The Police were asked to do
what she wanted. I do not
know whether they were used
as domestic servants also. But
certainly some of them were
made to carry out her orders-

illegal or legal, it did not -

matter to her. Whether she
knew the Police Ordinance,
~or whether she knew what
Policemen  were  expected

to do, I do not know. But I
gave one or two examples-there
aremany other examples | am
aware of-where the police were
made to act as her seryants.

ion of some material - that
we may have to consider
while the evidence .is. being
outlined. S

“May I indicate it as
follows: The Hansard of 18th
August, 1977 contains Spee-
ches made in the House by
Mr. Amirthalingam, and the
“Hon’ ble 7. R, Jayewardene,
the Hansards of the 19th.
.22nd, 23rd of August contain
speeches of the Hon’ble
E. L. Senanayake. Some of
those I have not got with

MR. J. R. JAYEWARDENA

I do’ _not intend to do
that. T will never ask, nor I
hope, wiil any ¢fthe Members
of Parliamentary Party M inis-
ters and others ask the Police
or any official to carry out an
order which is notin keeping
with the rules of procedure
governing them. If I hear of
any such, I will countermand
it. So, you do not nesd to
have any fears in that res-
pect that they will follow the
bad - habits of* the previous
government =

‘I have always maintained
that the main function of
the Police is to investigate
offences. They have a prior
function,
prevent offences taking place.
But investigation of offences

is their main function, the .

preservation of law and order
in the senss of preventing

7 AT

if they can, to-

offences' taking place, and
then prosecution before courts
of law. There may be other
functions, but these scem to
be to my mird, the main
functions of the police. 7o
carry out -those = functions
they are vested with specisl
powers, they are given special
uniforms, they are trained,
they are given Weapons to
use in certain Circumstances,
and various other protection
have peen provided so that
they may -carry out those
functions properly.

“Such a group of men, as

I said befere, can be utilized

for evil as the previous
Government did. Now to get
them back into the normal
functioning of the police force

we understand ‘it — and the
example very often taken is

of the British Police—takes

some time The reason is

that, apart from the officers

‘ we call Gazetted Officers —
there are a little over

17,000 in the Police service—

‘IS,OQQ\to 16,000 men who
have 'been recruited after

passing minor Examinations.

So, to get them back into

that disciplined thinking will

take some time.......... =

A SAID 1N THE HOUSE

me at the moment but I
have got the others. Mr, Prema-
dasa came in later.

“The Hansard of 6th
December, [977 contains
largely the statements made
in the House by Amirtha-
lingam, the Hon‘ble Wera-
pitiya' and the Hon’ble . R.
Jayewardene. The relevanace
and the usefulness of this
Hansard, if 1 may indicate
it, is briefly as follows: These
gentlemen who were acquain-
ted with the many facts

and matters which are conne-
_cted with the subject matter
~of this inquiry made spee-
ches in the House; the
object clearly being to indi-

_cate their views and commupi-

cate to each other on the
floor of the ‘House material
that had comeby. These
are gentlemen who are in
possession of facts. They are
sober. in .their statements,
formed their conclusions and
expressed them in regard to
the unfortunate events.

- tary

THE .f
PANEL
OF
LAWYERS

: Those present on the
first day’s. proceedings in-
cluded the following: -

Mi Tissa Devendra, Secres

Mr. G. P.S. Sitva, Depu-
ty Solicitor General and
Mr. P. Ramanathan, Senior
State Counsel, assisting the
Commisson., -

_Mr.Sam j. C. Kadirgamar
Q. C. appearing on behalf
of the TAMIL REFUG- :
EES REHABILITATION
ORGANISATION, with

‘Messrs.

Leslie Bartlett
' Manivasagam Underwood
S. C.. Chandrahasan

S. Somasundaram

N. P. Niles

K. Shanmugalingam
Mahendran Sellathambu
Rajan Sellathambu

S. Nadarajah
" S. Viswanathan

Siva Rajaratnam

K. Thevarajah

S. Puthumainayagam

S. Chakradaran

]. Ketheeswaran

S, Sittampalam

Mano Devasagayam
S. Mahendran
Siva Rajasingham
S.. Mandaleswaran
S. Karunaka
Shanthini Graiakaran
instrueted by

Mr. S. Raveendran :
On behalf of the FEDERA-
TION OF TAMIL TRAD
UNiIONS L
Messrs.*

P. Navaratnarajah, Q. C,
with :
K. Shanmugalingam
Leslie Bartlett -
Manivasagam Underwood
Miss Baskari Mudaliyar
Miss Fatima Arokiasamy
and

Mr. M. Karunakaran
instructed by

Mr. S. Raveendran.
Same appearance asabove for
THE ASSOCJATION OF

AFFECTED TAMIL OFF]-
CERS.

“I finally venture to say
that we are at g different
stage now before this Commji-
ssion because this
ssion has been invested-with
authority and power to give

.its mind to very matters, .

and ultimatley your conlusions
will be a communication to
the Nation at large and to
all the people who make
our body politic because the
_peopleare as much entitled to’
know what you have found
and what ycu recommend
in order that the future
action of the State could be
designed to lead a safe and
useful life by the different
communities in the body
politic of this country. I
also wishtodrawyour attention’

(Continued on Page 6)

Commi-

N R



The Sansoni Commission Ewvidence

August 19, 1978:

THOUSANDS OF
"WORKERS MADE

Thousands of Tamil plan-
tation workers have been
affected. Several have lost
their bread-winners. Families
have lost their life-time sav-
ings and become inmates of
refugee camps. They are per-
sons who have been settled
in this country for genera-
tions pursuing their peacgful
vocations. Their possessions
have been destroyed and they
have become destitutes over-

night.

This was stated by Mr. K.
N. Choksy, counsel appearing
on behalf of the Ceylon
Workers’ Congress, on the_:
opening day of the. Sansoni
Commission sittings in Jaffna
on February 8, 1978.The Cey-
lon Workers Congressis one,qf
the largest Trade Unions i
Sri Lanka, and has a polit_lcal
wing that is a recognised
political party.

Following i® 2 _complcte
text of the subuuissions made

by Mr. Choksy:-

“Might I submit an outline
of the causes or factors
that the Ceylon Workers
Congress desires 10 place
before the Commission I
~ order to assist the Commiss.

jon in its deliberations. .

The disturbances
were island-wide

“Mr. Thondaman, Member
of the National State Assem-
bly and President of the
Ceylon workers’ Congress has
done considerable work regar-
ding investigations into matt-
ers relevant to the terms of
reference of this Commission.
1 ‘will be moving the Com-

. mission to permit me to place
whatever evidence it desires
to submit before it when it
sits at Kandy and Colombo.

~ “The disturbances Wwere
island-wide. It may not be
possible however for the
Commission to conduct an
island-wide investigation. The
Ceylon Workers’ Congressisa
fairly wide-spread organization
and thersfore, this organization
and its officials who had
worked voluntarily, hal been
able to collect a lot of
material which no doubt will
be helpful to the Commiss-
jon. This material has already
been placed before the Comm-
ission in the form- of a
emorandumdated 29.12.1977
signed b’ Mr. Thondaman.
Neverthe.css,  since this
memorandum was submitted,
we have been able to coliect
more material. May I now set
out the facis that the Con-
gress wishes this Commission
to inquire into. :

“If- I  may say so, the
Ceylon Workers’ Congress was
the successor of the Ceylon
Indian Congr.ss which was
founded in 1939. After Indep-
endence the Ceylon Indian
Congress became the Ceylon
Workers® Congress. It is a
gegistered Trade Union and

it is probably one of the
largest Trade Unions in this
country. In recent years a
political wing has also_ been
established and today itis a
recognised Political Party for
the purposes of Parliamentary
Elections Order inCouncil. The
Congress has been the princi-
pal organization that has

promoted the occupational,

civic and political rights and
welfare of the Indian Tamil
community in Ceylon.

“The [ndian Tamil Community

‘is a distinct ethnic group in

this country. The Indian
Tamil Community today cons-
ists approximately of one
million persons. As this
Commission is already aware,
approximately eighty per cent
are engaged in plantation
industry in this country. That

characteristics. There are some

. aspects different to those who

are traditionally known as
Ceylon Tamils. The chief
characteristic of this ethnic
group is that they
inhabitants of the central
part of the country, largely
in Kandy, Central Province,
Uva and  Sabaragamuwa
Province. They have mno
definite citizenship. Whilst

- they are Tamilsand speak -

. the Tamil language, never-
“ theless, they have no roots
-in the Northern ~ and
Eastern Provinces. For
this reason they became 2
national minority and
although 1 use the words
“National Minority”, they

are a group of persons who
have been here for
centuries and who have con-

tributed a lot to the welfare

of the nation.
[SThEEREETSIES S

“It will be necessary to
lay ‘stress on this matter

in view of the fact that you

have been asked to report
on measures to prevent a
recurrence of the incidents
that this country witnessed
during the period of August
and September last year. You
have been specifically asked
to recommend measures that
would prevent & recurrence.
In order to bein a position
to do so, you will necessarily
have to ascertain the back-
ground and social trends that
related to the incidents of
August and September. 1977,
and in. this connection, I
state that as you proceed,
you will see that the Indian
Tamil community have been
isolated from the main stream
of economic ~ development,
social upliftment and educat-
ion in Ceylon and this has
been so both in the Colonial
era and also in the post
independence era.

Contribution to
country’s economy

“Now, the Congress -has
always advocated against this
isolation. The Congress also
sought to gain recognition
for ‘the very important role
this community has piayed
in the economic development

are -

several

of Sri .Lanka. That rule
unfortunately is largely taken
for granted; despite obstacles,
the Congress has made head-
way but no solution has
been found. The Congress
was one of the groups that
agitated for the appointment
of this Commission and the
reason Wwhy the Congress
did so was this was the first
occasion in the history of
this country that communal
disturbances have so adverse-
ly affected the Indian
Tamil community.

“The 1958 riots which were
also island-wide affected the
hill country, largely the ubran
areas, but this time we find
that amongst those who
suffered most were the plan-
tation workers in the hill

BiLY b _country. For various reasons,
community has certain distinct -

some of them prudent, the
Press at the time of the
disturbances did not give
full coverage but it will be
necessary before this Commi-
ssion for us to take the main
instances that took place
in the hill country and place
evidence before this Commiss-
ion.

Total break-down
of law & orderw

“As ‘you go along, you will -

see that this was virtually
an open session in the hill
country. It was an open
session during Which the
plantation wgrkers were hunts
¢d down. You will also see
that there was complete
break-down of law and order
andthe law enforcing machine-
ry came to an absolute stop
until the Government was
compelled to call the assis-
tance of the armed forces.

“That is also one matter
which we will repuest you to
investigate, namely, why it
was necessary for the Govern-
ment to call out the armed
forces. One reason obviously

was the disturbances was SO

wide-spreadandanotherreason
which will transpire in the
evidence is that there wasa
complete breakdown of the
law enforcement’ machinery
in that part of the country.
You will see that certain
organisations have placed
memoranda before you and 1
find that another large orga-
nisation, thatis the Tamil Refu-
gees Rehabilitation Organisa-
tion has submitted a memo-
randum in which they have
set out at length their views

as to the cause of the dis- _

turbances during the period
August - September, 1977.

" “I] find on a reading of
this memorandum that they
attributed the cause to com-
munalism and they say that
the disturbance was communal.
The Ceylon Workers’ Con-
gressshas also expressed the
same view independently in
its memorandum and 1 find
that there is common. ground
between these” two large

-organisations that are making

representation . before you.

The Ceylon Workers® Con-
gress has set out in ifs
memorandum the reason wWhy
it says these disturbances
were commual in nature. In
fact you are requested to
ascertain the circumstances
and the causes that led up to
the incidents which took
place between the 13th of
August and 15th Sept. 1977.
In our submission, the evidence
shows almost conclusively that
the hand of communalism
was behind. There are two or
three substantial reasons for
saying so and may I give those
reasons straightaway.

“Immediately after the last
genera] election, for a few
days after the elections, there
were disturbances in various
parts of the country. Those

MR. K. N.CHOKSY

~in areas where there

I say so because the dat
available show that the victims:
of this violence were almgst
entirely Tamils. &
e ecstmisioma R 3

“Then again there is this
phenomenon: non-Tamil Indj-
ans werenot affected. They
were notin any way harmed.
Then again, coming to the
plantation areas we find
that the target of attack was
the Indian. Tamil resident
labour but at the same time
- was: .
non-Tamil resident labour,
we find that they were singled '
out for salvation.

“The evidence also suggests
that the areas where the -
violence Wwas greatest were -
areas Where Tamils were
settled in minority groups.
On the other hand areas such.
as Nuwara Eliya, Ragala, the
upper reaches of the hill
country were not very much
affected. Almost the entirety -
of the mid country and low
country areas were badly
affected. The reason why
the up-country area was least
affected is that these areas -
contained a very heavy concen-
tration of Indian Tamil
population In the mid country
and low country areas, how=:
ever, the Indian Tamils being"
ina minority the worst incidents -

‘took place there. In the urban

areas several™ shops and
boutiques belonging to Tamils-
were looted. Several establish-

Counsel makes

submissions

on behalf of the

Ceylon Workers® Congress

disturbances appeared to be
largely post-election violence.
If one is to go into the pattern

in which those incidents took -
‘place, the circumstances

in
which those took place, those
who participated in those
incidents, you will find that
those incidents had no com-
munal bias. There was not
one community singled out
as a target of violence nor
did it have any religious bias.
The aggressor and the victim
were both persons who had
political affiliation, but shortly
thereafter in August and Sep-
tember the incidents that took
place were of a different and
distinct trend. =

“We will invite the Commi-
ssion to make its report and
findings on w hat those trends
were and for that purpose
we will lead evidence. But
the Commission wi!l be pleased
to see from the memorandum
already submitted that the
distinct trend in the disturb-
ances of August and September
1977 was that th:re was g
comi jective for violence
and_{hat_obiselivegas, (o
cause harm to a particular

community in this country.

Be siec

ments were also set on fire.
Tamils were affected not only-
in their houses and business.
places but in other places
also.

“The participation of youth
in the violence in an active
way Was a new and alarming.
feature. Another prominent
factor of the violence was.
that women andchildren joined:
il the looting. The persoRs.
affected in the urban arepé’
are the businessmen also of
Indian origin. It is they who-
suffered destruction of their
“business.  As for youth
participation in theseincidents
thedata available for the 1958:
communal riots does not.
indicate this degree of parti--
cipation by persons between.
the ages of 15 to 30 years.
The Commission will investi--
gate the causes which led
to the youth and female:
participation intheseincidents_

“Another factor the
Commissioni  will have. to
investigate is the adequacy
of the Public law-and-order
machinery to cope With such
a situation. Sir, once again:

there are certain distinct
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features. One finds that there Seperal Hindu . “Sir, the incidents of this reasons; whether there was General’s Department, to

have been concerted and
probably. planned attacks on
the public transport system.
There was, of course, the
incident that attracted much
attention, that is the attack
on the Jaffna-Colombo train
and the Mannar-Colombo
train on the night of the
16th August at the Anuradha-
pura railway station; that
was a Qﬂdﬁ.l'_mﬂdﬁm The
evidence shows that there
were groups of people who
entered public transport, the
buses and the trains, and
singled out for attack the
Tamil = commuters. That
happened with impunity over
a period of several days.
There is no evidence of action
taken by the authorities to
see that further incidents did
not take place.

““Another matter on which
the Commission will have to
make investigations is Why
this violence could mnot be
curtailed even  after
Government stepped in and

declared a curfew. We have

with us material of very
definite instances where viol-
extreme  nature,
particularly arson, Was commi-
tted in public places _after

curfew_hours. There we will
ask  the Commission to

ascertain how is it that des-
pite the existence of the curfew
that incidents were permitted
to take place after curfew
hours. s

Were any public

“We also ask to investigate
who was responsible for those
incidents. Were the persons
responsible for the incidents
ordinary me nber: of :Le public,
were any public officials
behind that, did any public
officers participate in that ?
That will be a matter of
importanc: which this Commi-
ssion will be called upon to

investigate.

“What I have said up to.
now would relate largely to
Item 1 of the Terms of
Reference , namely, the
circumstances and the causes
that led to the incidents, the
nature and the particulars
of the incidents. Flowing

from this, you will have to
answer the further question

which is set out in Item 2
of the Terms of Reference
namely, whether any orga-
nisation was behind
disturbances? That too is
important and we do  have
material to place before the
Commission, that there were
certain planned and concerted
acts of violence committed.

For ‘example, the. incident
I gave of the - attack
on the train at the

Anuradhapura railway station
on the night of the 16th of
August. ”

the

these -

temples attacked

““Another phenomenon was
that several Hindu temples
in different parts of the Island
were attacked on the game
time. Whatever evidence that
is available before us, Wwe
will be placing before the
Commission and I am invit-
ing the Commission to make
its investigations on that
matter,, Tha og dis@gfg_s,g_s
an organiSed hand. Therefore
iﬁs’ﬁagfcffant from the point
of view of public interest that
the Commission - pursues
item 2 of the terms of refer-
ence to ascertain Whether
there was any body of persons
or organisation behind this

\i}lcident. s ;

] wish to say, Sir, that
the Ceylon Workers Congress
is not asking you to hold a
post mortem. These incidents
have taken place snd they
_are over, but a post mortem
some times is necessary in
order to enable you to make
a recommendation in regard
to Items 2 & 3, namely, whet-
her there was any organisa-
tion behind this incident,
whether that organisation was
political, whether it was
communal. whether it
ad hoc? Itis important for

you in your report to inves--

tigate and report on that. -

How to prevent

- a recurrence?

. “This post mortem is 2lso

necessary for you to report
on tbe measures that you
consider necessary to ensure
the safety of the public and to
prevent  Tecurrence. My

was

nature having been Island
wide, it is not possible for
any particular organisation
to assist the Commission with
that degree of detail which
the Commission may desire,
I, would, therefore, suggest
that the Commisson also be
pleased to use its power
under the Commissions of
Inquiry Act and te collect”
whatever data is available from
public institutions in regard
to these incidents. For exam- -
ple, there are police officers”
in each districts. The Commi-=
ssion might through Counsel
assisting the Commission call

- for data - from these officers.

Then there is the co-ordinat-
ing Authority in each district.
Material might be available
from these Authorities also’
Then there are the armed
forces, I do not know whet-
her any‘data was maintai ed
by the armed forces. Then
there are the Government
agents who were also res-
ponsible for the maintenance
of law and order and you
also find the D. R. O. s, the

~Hospital authorities and the

Grama Sevakas,

= “Now I believe certain.
Magisterial inquiries were
““held and the- Commission

might be pleased to call for
proceedings of those Magis-

~terial inquiries. When you

come to hold your sitting in
Kandy, I will be inviting
you with respect to make
inquiries from the Superinten-
dents of certain estates to
place data before this Commi-
ssion. Each estate is 4 self-
contained town, so to Speak.
Wide spread incidents took
place and the estate Superin-
tendents would be in a position

any special protection and
whether there was any follow-
up by the authorities and the
part these persons played in
the violence that took place
in those areas. For this Wwe
have made a positive sugges-
tion 1n
One does not know how far
the official records are and
how far they are correct.
. One does not know that. In
certain quarters grave offen-
ces have been suppressed.
We suggest a method whereby
the Commission could appoint
.a unit loosely termed Inves:
tigating Unit to collect what-
ever data available and place
it before the Commissi-n.

“I do not know whether
calling merely for information
from the authorities would be

MR. S. THONDAMAN

satisfactory. Nobody will know
whether you got  everything
or not. You might consider
setting up a Unit with the
assistance of the Attorney
General’sCepartment to check

“Why were persons arrested

and _rema‘nded not

charged in

the courts 2’

=
~

submisson to the Commission
is this: that unless the
Commission ascertains the
nature of the incidents that
took place and the connected
attendant circumstances, and
whether there was any orga-
nisation behind it, unless you
investigate  those
you Wwwtmmake
a complete report in regard
to Item 3. And I think from
the point of view of most

Item 3 of the terms of
reference namely, the measur-
es you recommend to prevent
a recurrence of this incident
is of the utmost importance
and that is why we will
have to necessarily ask the
Commission to pick up ‘the
larger incidents, in general,
investigate them and ascertain
-the underlying causes, the
surrounding circumstances
and 'then report on the
measures necessary-to prevent
a recyrrence.

aspects,

of - us who are before you,-

to place material that would
be useful to this Commission

“Thea there are two othel
aspects which [ suggest that
the Commission should inves-
tigate, namely. there were a
number of persons taken into
custody by the Police during
the time of these incidents.
They were produced before
Magistrates and remanded.
It will be useful to find from
those records which  were
made by the Magistrates the
special reasons why they were
remanded. The records would
show whether there was a
body of persons behind those

incidents, /

“Incidentaliy, it may b€
interesting to learn why a
Jarge number of psrsons were
arrested, produc:d before a
Magistrate and remanded but
no prosecution had been taken.
The Commission might make .
inquiries to ascertain the

on the material that Las been
placed beforc (nis Commission
and also ascertain whetler
any further material is aveila-
ble. 1 believe, before the
Air Ceylon Probe which is
currently in progress material
had been placed by the State
through a special Invastigat-
ing Unit that was attached
to the Commission and which
“acted under the direction and
control of the Commission.
They were to'd to collect
information and place befgore
the Commission. It was their
duty to go and collect the
information, and place it
before the Commission. The
Government itself had  to
call . out the armed forces to
strike out the violence and
therefore. there must be a
great deal of material availa-
ble As a private organiza-
tion We cannot Collect them.
It is for that we have asked
the Commission, ~with the
‘assistance . of = the .Aftorney

our memorandum.

_have lost

_suggested

collpct whatever material "is
ava;lable and also make it
available to us.

“Then there is also another
aspect’ on which the Commi-
ssion should obtain material;
namely, the migration figures
since August last year, The
Commission is aware that
over the last two or three
decades Indian individuals
have obtained Ceylon citzen-
ship. It appears today that
in consequence of the dis-
turbance even those who had
obtained Ceylon citizenship

are willing to give it wup.-

We understand that a large
number of applications have
been made to the Depari-

ment of Registration of
Persons for permission to
migrate to India. That too

is a Government Department.
The Commission will be able
to. obtain the figures from
that Department, namely, par-
ticulars of applications receiv-
ed after August/September,
1977 for permission to migrate
to India.

“The next item 3, of the
Terms of Reference also
requires the Commission to
recommend measure to assist
the persons Who wei¢ affect-
ed by these disturbances,
We “believe  thousands are
affected. Several have lost
their bread winnesrs. Famulies
their  life - time
savings overnight and become
destitutes and become inmates
of Refugee Camps overnight;
They are persons Wwho have
been settled in: this country
for generations pursuing their
peaceful vocations. Their po-
ssessions have been destroy-
ed and they have become
destitutes overnight. I am
aware that thousands have
applied for assistance to be
obtained. from this Commi-
ssion. It is
you to go into each case
a11 make recommendations,
.he Congress has

persons. Our suggestion is
that this Commission sheuld
categorise  the persons
who have claimed compensa-
tion.

Measures for
Rehabilitation

You should then ‘lay down
in principle what type of
relief should be given to each
category. You should also
then suggest the official
machinery that should take
up the claims of compensa~
tion, fit them into categories
by you and
give them assistance along
the lines recommended by
vou I believe that probably
will be common ground bet-
ween us because it will be
impossible for you to ge into
each case but certainly we
want you- to - categorise and
mark the recommendation as
to what relief that wili be

( Continued overleaf)

impossible for

“has definite:
proposals to give in regard
to the assistance to affected

.

ot
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Thousands of Plantation Workers
made destltutes overnight...

Coatinued from Page 5)

given, The machinery, who will
work it and the time within
which it will work—that is
very essential.

Then the other aspect of
‘item 3 requires you to re-
commend measures necessary
to rehabilitate affected per-
sons, That too is important
from the public point of view
and from the point of view
of those who have been
affected.. The Congress has
set out in para 27 of ‘its
memorandum  what in the
view of the Congress the Com-
mission should recommend.
Some persons may require
resettlement; they may
want to go back ~ Wwhere
they  were. Others are
too frightened, too disillus-
ioned to go back, but they
cannot remain nomads for
life. So the Commission Wil
have to devise some way in
, such  persons are
rehabilitated and make the
necessary recommendation.

It is too early at this stage
at the very beginning of the
Commission’s deliberations
for us to put forward any:
concrete proposals, but when
we appear  once again, I in-
tend placing before you the
proposals that the Congress

~ has to make on this quest-

ion of rehabilitation.

Then the ‘last but by no
means the least requirement
of the terms-of reference is
your  recommendation - in
regard to measures to preveat
recurrence. In the view of
the Congress this is the most
important aspect of the terms
of reference and in that res-
pect, we view this commiss-
ion as probably one of the
most important Commissions
that have been set up since
independence. You  are not
investigating and- reporting
on the administration or cor-
ruption of any particular
Government - Department or
a public Corporation. There
are numerous commissions
in respect of them, but your
deliberations go island wide

and go to the very root of
our national unity and it is
for that reason the Congress
has placed very concrete
stress on your recmmendat-
ion in regard to steps to
prevent recurrence of this
incident,

Independence was

~a united effort

If I may put it this way
Sir, the Congress will invite
you to ascertain the nation-
al factors that are causing
communalism. You will b
asked to investigate the nat-
ional factors that are causing
¢ommunalism hecause unless

get to the root of these

you
factors and suggest ways and
Wﬂ_ﬁ,ﬂﬂ&.@?‘ I_overcomi
I7say that the object of this
Commisson will be lost.
The Congress has agita-
ted the appointment of this
Commission and welcome
you as Chairman for the
reason to go to the root of
this cause and 1o suggest
Iong term remedies. We are
not contending for short
term remedy. we desire and
feel that you have the com-
petence to ascertain the basic
factors and to recommend
long measures that would
prevent recurrence of commu-
nal violence in this country

have -in mind
is this Sir. We want you to
briefly consider the social
factor that caused it and to
make recommendation as to
what in your view would
counter the social factor.’

“What we

“Further, 1 may briefly
outline obvious socjal factors
First is the communal riots
that took place in 1915
between the Sinhalese and
the Muslims. Now the out-
come of that violence was
very  beneficial because we
found it resulted in uniting
two' major communities, the
Sinhalese and .the Tamils;
they got together and agita-
ted for independence. The

role Sir Ponnambalam Rama-

nathan played is legendary
The outcome of the vio-
lence is the two major com-
munities marching forward
together for a common de-
mand and that common de-

mand was realised in the
1948 independence.
“Ther there was the

Citizenship Act of 1948. That
Citizenship Act deprived the
entire Indijan Tamil com-

munity of citizenship rights.
Their basic rights which they
had  acquired after centuries
of residence here was taken
away by the Citizenship Act:

SIR PONNAMBALAV
RAMANATHAN

“His role in the
independence
- movement was
legendary...... 2

‘the procession

stitution.

‘trictwise. It does

Then we had the phenome-
non of a- large group of
persons  without citizenship
living in this countsy, a
group who had contributed
in ‘no ‘small measure to
Ceylon’s economy and welfare
suddenlv found -by an Act
of legislation their citizen-
ship denied.
bound to result in the type
of incidents that occurred
frequently since 1948.

fhen the other was the

Official Language Actof1956. -

The Official Language Act
imposed Sinhalese as ths
official langugage. Thcreafter
the Tamil Language Special
Provisions Act came in and
it was a statute without any
meaning -because it meant
nothing without the Regu-
lations being promulgated.
No regulations were made
until there was a Pact bet-

ween Mr. Dudley Senanayake

and Mr. Chelvanayakam in

- 1965. Pursuant to this pact

the then Government in 1965
placed before the legislature
regulations to. give some
meaning to the. Tamil Lang-
uage Special Provisions Act.
Immediately there was a
meeting of persons and oaths
were taken before the statue
of Vihara Maha Devi and
resulted in
the shooting of a monk.

Aggravated by the
1972 constitution

Then came the 1972 Con-
stitution which only aggra-
vated the situation. Sinhalese
was made the only Official
Language  under the Con-
The language of
the minority group was not
given recognition. Article 29
of the 1948 Constitution
which gave certain entrenched
rights to the minorities was
just discarded.

In the wake of that there
were certain administrative
actions in the field of edu-

- cation. There was standardi-

zation mediumwise and dis-
y not take
long' to ascertain what the

Such am  Act’

social impact of this legis-
lative provisions were. They
were ~ detrimental to com-
munal harmony. It is the
view of the Congress that
these legislative acts, these
administrative  orders only
helped to create ill—feeling
on. communal lines,

“As I said earlier there
was a significant participat-
ion of youth between the
ages of 16 and 30 in the recent
disturbances.  This group
came up in the period after
1948, the period during which
I have just told pou the
varioUs d1scr1mmatory legis- ¢
lative and exectuive acts led

“to widen the drift between

the two major communities |
in this courntry. We would
ask you to probe into -this | .
matter and report as to the l"
cause that led to these dis- |

turbances. "

- There is-a feehng that
certain groups are superior

-to the others and that the

others are 1nfenor These
are contnbutory ‘causes. I
think that is one of the
causes for the disturbance,
These are not .immediate
causes. Some  Policemen go-
ing on rampage in a carnjval
in Jaffna i1s not the main
cause. There are other c.uses
for these disturbances.

“Under item 3 we will
ask you to make recommen-
dations Wwhich will prevent
recurrence  of such incidents
in the long run. ln that
respect, the Commission can
make a significant contribut-
ion to the naijonal welfare:
There has to be mtegratlon
There are = different people
in this country. They haveto o
live. We " cannot drive out
anyone.

“I will therefore be plac-
ing evidence before the
Commission, to enable you
to make what could be
called a long-term recommen=
dation under item3- That Sir,

_is the outline of the basis

on which the Congress will
participate in the  deiibera-
tions of this Commission. .

When the Commission sit
in Kandy I propose to place
the evidence of Mr. Thonda—
man if necessary. We are
grateful to Mr, Thondaman
for giving us an opportumty”
for appearing for the union.

MV Kadtrgamar

The 2ml day

come under close scrutiny.
Our Hon‘ble Prime Minjster

~ 17,472POLICEMEN: ONE- THIRD

~has dedicated himself to

establish a just and free *

society. It is therefore the *°

APPOINTE@ AF?ER 1972

(Continued from Page 3)
to some of the conclysion

“Mr Chalrman ram
thankful to Hon. Members

wnen the Votes relating to
the Police Department wers

where the m¢intheme is the
sanctity of - the individual,

sacred duty of the Police
service to provide the neces-
sary background to achieve
this objective.

= of these respectable people. of this Assembly for ‘the taken up for discussion  |aw and its enforcement is “It should b
bt during the Committee Stage : should be realised that
T have prepared, as I told valuable contributions they Debatge: e e of paramount importance. . pave today a service of

you yesterday, Sir, a schedule
of the names of Public
Officers who are sure to be

_have made in high-lighting
“and pin-pointing the defects
and  weaknesses in  the

then were
Now
that I am a Member of this

attitudes I had
completely different.

Police Officers unlike their
counterpart’ in the other
services are involved in the
‘day to day activities of the

17,472 officers of -all raoks.
0( this number about one
third were recruited within

- in charge of = documents, Departments coming under )

- records %lnd reports made . the purview of the Ministry honourable Assembly withall people; where criminal offen- :l;e }E:Zt;;:;e v::ral:‘wy:’he tl;]:ve
contemporaneous  with the of Defence. Many Hon, my Colleagues around me, ces are committed where the- e e wiioe 1 . thnt‘

W event which will be of assis- Members criticized in no I”feel and think like one re gre family disputes, traffic we have to makeYear; Pola
tance to you. . uncertain terms what- took ©of them, and I can under- problems and innumerable Officers bt of tﬁoo Thlce

place in these departments St a{l‘_i why they reacted so other matters. In fact the e Lne
“I am reading from the for the past few years-the positively to the indignities Qrdinance under which the ‘Sh.ﬂz ll:mlgdlc in Police work - :

Hansard of 6th December, closing stages of a dying they have suffered, no matter poficecan act are so numer- : = Tho good evento this

1977, column 307 onwards. and corrupt administration by whom these acts wereé ouys and so difficult to act ay. ihey tal‘e basnc.nl.ly, good

Some of the observations ] have personally watched perpetrated.” as required by them. In ;’:zzultsl:e:r,vga.od "_‘“':lmz’,cor‘-l

* of the Hon’ble Werapitiya, the proceedings in this Assem- : other words, a Police officer experienge, lgs:::;:l ::*.thefigngf

Deputy Minster of Defence,
is recorded there. (Reads)

bly from the Galleries above
as a senior police officer

- Mr. Kadirgamar continues:
“In" a democratic society

is seen 24 hours of the day
and naturally, his actions

(Continued on Page 7)
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‘HINDU TEMPLES WERE DAMAGED AND

- PRIESTS .WERE BRUTALLY ASSAULTED

Mr. R Balasubramaniam, niarked his appear-
ance on behalf of the Federarion of Hindu Asso-

ciations of Sri Lanka,

~ I wish to mark my app-
earance on behalf of the

" Federation of Hindu Asso-

ciaitons of Sri Lanka. There
are over 75 Associations in
this country. I will be ac-
tually appearing on behalf
of over 25 Hindu Associa-
tions. The existence of Hindu-
ism in this country can b-
ascertained from the Mahae
ansa. If it is necessary I
shall lead expert evidence
Hindu = temples ~were = not
monopolised by the
Hindus but used by people
of other religions also. The
temples and Hindus are not
confined to the north and
east only. They are wide-

spread and they are found -

in all the nine provinces.
It is well known that even
Dutugemunu went to Lord
Kataragama, formerly knoyvn
as the God of the Tamils.

There are five Eeswaran
Temples in Sri Lanka. They
are: Koneswaram, Munees-
waram, - Ketheeswaram, Na-
guleswaram and Mamanges-
waram. These are temples
-of historical importance.
“People even from India and
other countries visit Ceylon
to worship at these temples.

The .
Commissioner...

e Continwed from Page 1)

Abeyesundera, Mr. K.
Alvapillai, Prof. A. W.
Mailvaganam,Jjudge W.W.
Muthurajah and Mr. K.
Nadarajah. -

He practised asa lawyer.
in Kandy for eight years -
from 1929. He was appo-
inted to the Judicial Serv-

jce in 1937. He became
Commissioner of Assize
in January 1954, a Puisne
judge in May 1954 and
Chief Justice in 1964.

After retirement, he
was appointed to a one-
man Commission of Inqu-

:_ iry toreport on conditions
of employment at the In—
surance -Corporation. In
196 , he went on an
assignment as Rapporteur
on Space Law & Inter-
national Convention at
the World Peace through
Law Centre Conference
in Geneva.

_Mr. Bansoni _ C»mes
“from a family of lawyers.
His grandfather Mr. Henrl
Milani Sansoni, his father

Mr.S.C. Sansoni(Negom-
bo Bar), his brother
Hildon (also  Tennis

Champion of the thirt-
ies), two"uncles, Waldo
- (who headed the Bus
+« ommission in the fifties)
and Guy were all law-
yers by profession. He
also married the daughter
of a lawyer Mr. Aeclian
Ondatjee.

_profess

on-the 3rd day of sittings.

known as

Hindus

Adams Peak is
‘Sivanadi Patham.’
go there to worship.
Your . Honour’s duty is
very important. Your Honour
has to analyse the suffer-
ings and-damages done to
the Hindus and the Hindu
Temples in this country.
Hinduism cgnsiders that man
is essentially a divine being.
We have to examine why

man who is a divine being

has turned out to be a beast
When people are trying to
build Hindu Temples it is
strange that a section of the
people here are trying to
destroy them. It is strange
why people who do not like
to break an egg are killing
people in the country. These
are questions by many peop-

The Sansoni Gommission Evidence 7
“Lord Kataragama, formerly known as the God of the Tamils” - Consel.

. le outside the shores of this

island of ours. I would also
say that Lord Buddha preach-
ed love and compassion.
This happened at the hands
of the very people who

the teachings -of
Buddha and who
the first place = to

Lord
want

- Buddhism. Why have they

deviated from the preachings
of Lord Buddhato the world
at large? I wish to lead
evidence ‘of witnesses who

have seen the incidents and
also produce photographs
and other documentary evi-
dence to show the extent of
damages to the . various
Hindu Temples and about
the brutal assaults on Hindu
Priests. What has made the
men to behave like this in
this particular part of the
world? On behalf of the

Federation of the Young
Mens Hindu = Associations
Mr. Sivaneswaran Balasin-

gham ‘and Secretary will
testify with Your Honour’s
permission. Qur task is to
assist your Honour to find

out why these incidents took
place and who were res-
ponsible for these incidents.

Mr. Kadirgamar : The 2nd day

(Continued from Page 6)

promotion and adjustments
to suit the -changing society,
For some time now there
h:s been a decline in the
standard of Police efficiency
I attribute it mainly to the
Emergency Regulations under
which we lived for so many
years. The wide powers under
those laws™ contributed to the
cessation of democratic prin-
ples,political patronage, un-]
checkedpower,torned the heads
of the Police Officers and msa-
de them instroments and they
abused the power and mis-
ruled. They became a law
unifo themselves, They
lost their sense of right and
wrong. When you lose your
sense of fairplay you become
a menace to society and
State, That was what happened
to the police service.

“] don‘t blame the Police
entire'y. They were merely

- tools in the hands of schem-

ing politicians. We have to
recaver from this . position.

It is a long and
arduous task. It means that
bhard decisions will have to

- be taken and implemented.

This we will do. We have
to change the concepts so
that a just and free society

could be established. The
theme expressed by our
organization is admirably sta-
ted by Mr. Werapitiva. We
feel that the escalation of
these incidents in the country.

- was because of the deliberate

and calculated inactivity and
shirking_of their duty. By
combining both :we have thg
tragedy that we are compla-
ining of,

““In the same connection,
in the same Hansard at
column 325 may I rtead the
observation in regard to the
Police Service by the Hon‘ble
J. R. Jayewardene, Prime
Minister...

[ Mr. Jayewardene’s
Observations on Page 3]

“Now one last matter.
The organisation which we
represent has advertised in
the press calling upon peo-
ple who have anything to
say in this ' connection to
‘submit affidavits and state.
ments; that they have done-
We have got a very large
number. ‘May be 5, 000 or
6,000 of them. The commi-
ssion itself advertised and I
remember there was a res-
ponse to that too. We
were thinking ways  and

means of lightening your
_task.

| ¢ Nothing is ever settled

30000 6,000 APRIDATITS

“We have analysed so far

;about 3,500 sets of evidence
that have = come to US.
Having analysed them, we
have put them through the
computer and the results we

- have handed to the
Secretary. The balance of
these evidence, I hope it

will be available before we
complete the sitting = here.

~ We have done by district

by district, details of names
of persons in- alphabetical
order . with particulars of
injuries, death, loss' and so

on. We have got -through
about 3,500. Ido appreciate
-it is impracticable to call

all these persons and ask
them to make statements.
So this will be available to
the commission and I thought
that we have done this and
we will be happy to wait
upon you for any indication
Or any suggestion as to
clarification or elucidation
as to marshal this in some
systematic form.

_ “What 1 propose to do
18 to commence giving Your
Honour a picture by calling

Your Honour’s finding will
open the eyes of the people
in this country.

Commissioner: Do- you say
that you sent a memora -
dum?

Secretary: Yes.

Mr, G. P, S. silva: I do
not wish to say anything

Amirihalingam,

first Mr.
Secondly Mr. Yogeswaran
will" give - evidence. Next

Dr. Balasingam, Next Dr;
Philips. Then Mr, Thambi-
thorai, Retired D.J.. Diffe-
rent * witnesses  will' give
'different evidence. Then Mr,
Senaratne, Assistant Collector
of customs. = Then the
gentleman who prepared the
map and certain  other
witnesses like that. In that
way I was hoping to place
before you .the picture of
the evidence and ultimately
to place before you enough
material and when you go
to Trincomalee, Anuradha-
pura and Kandy, you will
be already in possession of
sufficient basic material.

Commissioner: These are
"the dates for which the
witneésses mentioned here

have been summened?

Mr. Silva: Yes.

Commissiener: Is it neces-
ary that they should be
brought up on those dates?

Mr, Kadirkamar: No. We
took these formal steps
becauce we were not certain
in our minds what the
procedure would be. I am
altering the list now te
place; evidence befere you ..
in the manner indicated to
you.

THIS ISSUE

Material putlished in this
issue includes evidence led
on the 1Ist, 2nd and 3rd

day’s proceedings of the
Sansoni Commissios of
Inquiry. Sittings were held
at the Jaffna Public Lib-
rary building. s

until it is settied right |
oo e - Rz)tly:zm’ "Kz'p/z'.i:_;'v:' ,
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Ewdence

The Story of the Sti Lanka Race Riots 1

testifies:
HOW DID IT ALL BEGIN?

APPAPILLAI AMIRTHA-

LINGAM, M.P., Affirmed-
Member N. S, A. for Kanke-
santurai.

“In fact,
way responsible for this
Commission being appointed;

on the 18th of August, within |,

two days of the start of the
troubles in Jaffna, I -asked
for an adjournment debate
in the National state Assem-
bly, and in the course of
my speech at that debate
I made a request to the
Hon. Prime Minister and the
Government that an impar-
tial commission should be
appointed to go into the

~ v

your own
CouUntry

Your race |

canbe
. enough.

Sir, I am in a

action of the police in
Jaffna which had by that
time led to various happ-
enings in other parts of the
country. In fact it would be
better -for me first to explain
my position.

“A part of the evidence
I give will be on facts
which I am personally aware
of, in which I participated
and in which I was a victim.
Part will be on facts that
came to my knowledge as
M. P. and as Member of
the National State Assembly
for Kankesanturai, from
affidavits submitted to me,
shortly after the events took
place and which I conveyed
immediately to the Hon,
Prime Minister asking the
Government to take action
to give relief to those peo-
ple affected. With regard to
the causes, that will be

(Reports published by the
“INDIAN EXPRESS”

~in its issues of~ August

16,tdugust 17 and August
121977

AUGUST 16

COLOMBO, Aug. 16
(Samachar)

The army was patrolling
Jaffna town in Tamil-dom-
inated Northern Province
today following two days of
clashes between police and
civilians in which at least
four civilians were killed
and 25 injured.

The army commander
Major General Attygala,-and
the--Inspector-General of Po-
lice, Mr. Stanley Senanayake
flew into Jaffna in the
afternoon by helicopter arter
a National Security Council
meeting here presided over
by Prime Minister, J. R.
Jayewardene.

Business in Jaffna came

to a complete half today

with -~ shop-keepers pulling
down shutters. Employees in
Government office did not

report for duty. Public tra-.

nsport service also did not
operate,

partly deductions that would
be drawn from the course
of evidence and facts which
came to my knowledge. As
learned Counsel submitted,
with regard to the remedies
I would be permitted to
come before the commission
towards the end of the sitt=
ings and give my evidence.

“On the 18th I moved
for an adjournment of the
sittings  of the N. S. A. in
the following terms:

“I move for leave of this
Assembly to move the Adjour-

nment for ‘the purpose of
disscussing a matter of
urgent public  importance,
namely: '

AUGUST 17

By K. NADARAJAH
Express  News Service

COLOMBO, Awug. 17-

Tension continued to pre-
vail today in Jaffna where
four persons were reported

killed and 20 injured in
clashes on Monday . night
between police and civilians.

The Government Agent in
Jaffna reported this morn-
ing that normalcy could be
restored in a day.

Government officials, in-
cluding the Defence Secretary
the Inspector-G:eneral of
Police and the Army Comm-
ander. who had rushed to

Jaffna, were to report to
Premier J. R. Jayewardene

later today.

Meanwhile, Leader of
Opposition and head .of the
Tamil United Labour Fronl
A. Amnthalmgam has called
for a public inquiry into the
police shooting. Amrithalin-
gam was himself reported to
have been manhandled by
police when he visited the
scene of clashes.

Trouble first started on
Monday when police questlon-

ed a youth o suspicion that

(a) the attack by a section
of the yaffna Police on
peaceful citizens resul-
ting in the death of 4
persons and  serious
injury being caused to
about 30 persons;

the acts of arson and
looting by a section of
the Jaffna police; and

(®)

the situation that is
doveloping in the coun-
tryasan aftermath ofthis
police action, resulting
in innocent passengers
being attacked and
robbed in the trains and
the train service being
cancelled.

(©)

he was carrying dangerous
weapon. The youth was alleg-
ed to have drawn a revolver
at the policeman. 2

On Tuesday evening, po-
licemen at a college carnival

What happened at

the carnival

“I shall now deal with the
events or incidents that took
place in Jafrna. I do not
mean to say that the ultimate

cause of these troubles and .

the communal halocaust was
the carnival at St. Patrick’s
College grounds, Jaffna. But
curious enough, as your
Honour knows, very serjous
events have ftriggered off
these incidents. This was the .
cause that trxggered off the

incidents.

(TO BE CONTINUED

NEXT WEEK ).

e

in 7Jaffna were attacked.
Police opened fire and four

ik gl

persons were killed, A part

of the old market and sec-
tion of the new market were

set on fire

AUGUST 18

By K. NADARAJAH
Express News Service

COLOMBO, Aug. 18
~Curfew <was imposed last
night in twodistricts of North
Central Province following
widespread clashes between
Sinhalese and Tamils in the
wake of the police-civilian
clashes in Jaffna in Northern
Province.

(Samachar reports that the
night curfew imposed yester-
day was on Thursday made
a 13-hour curfew from4 p.m.
and extended to two ' more
districts—Matale in Central
Province and Polanaruwa in
North-Central - Peovince —fo-
flowing more looting and
arson).

e N

Trains going to Jaffaa and
returning were attacked at
Anuradhapura and Kurune-
gala stations and passengers
were beaten up and baggage
looted. Most passengers
mainly Tamils, fled leaving
their belongings behind.

All trains to north and
other areas passing througff
the trouble sports were can- -
celled last night,

According to press réports
trains were waylaid by groups
of peoplc in forcsts and
passengers robbed.

AShops were  looted at
Anuradhapura and Kurune-
gala.

- next week

s ih s

m»ww

* Mr. Amwtlmhngam traces

the

wsland - wide ramifications of the riots

* All what happened in Jaffna M. P. for
- Jaffna Mr. V. Yogeswaran teszzfzes
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