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The
29-11-93. Advent
of Christ - The
promises the coming of Christ
te live among God’s peeple
as Em - Manu-Eli Goéd- with -

advent  begins on
ineans coming

Saviour. It

us. The promise brings us
glad tidings and joy
When ordinary people of

Israel suffered under the hands

of their rulers, the prephets
promised  that the Messiah
would come to deliver them -

The rich margnalized the poor;
cheated the
people and a powerfu]
oppressed the powerless People
cried in silence, They were
veickless. Tt was to such,
that the prophets promised the
coming of God to live among
them.

Then again, when Israel
was under the foreign domain,
people felt that the time was
ripe for the Messiah to appear.
Infact many  were
forward to the immediate
appearance of the Lord On
eéne such day at early hours,
the Angel of the Lord appeared

looking

to a few shepherds and
proclaimed that the Saviour
was born in Bethlahem

The birth of Jesus breught
glad tidings and great joy to
all who - anxiously  awaited
the arrival of the Messiah.
It brought joy to all those
who were oppressed and mar-

gnal zed. Christ aime and opened

the eyes of the blind - those

who were unable to see what
was going around them. Christ
gave sp:ech to  the speechless
who were such b-cause of
their fear. Christ made those
unable to function normallyl
to walk in confidence. Christ
freed all thos: who were held
captive by  their customs,
culture and  the oppressive
forces.

Today we find that the
People of our land are suff-
ering innumerously. People

are. oppressed. suppressed and
are margnalized. .Many fear to
talk the truth because they are
afraid of They
do not want to see the things
they see now. The rulers, the
powereful and the merchants all
make use of this opportunity

to plunder tke ordinary folks®

repercussions.

All those who profit by the
war de not want it to end.
The people who yearn for

peace cry in silence.

The advent brings promises
to such and proclaims the
good news of glad tidings and
great joy

Yes:
God’s
live among God’s

The Lord will
People very

visi,

soon and
people and
their

wipe away ail tears

PR

Fostal Rates Increased

After the Budget Proposals,
the Postal rates for Inland
Muails had been increased as
from st D-ecember 1998 The
NCW rates are as follows:

Rs 3 50
10.00

For Ordinary Letters
Registered Letters:

3 50 Stamp Covers (small) 4 00

3 50 Stamp Covers (Long) 500

Post Cards 2.00
Printnted Matters
Like ‘Monig Star’ etc. 2 00

(Within 30 grams)

There is no increase of Overseas
Postal rates

Carol Service

Jaffna Collego

The Christmas Cerot
ce of Jaffna College, Vadduko
ddai, was held on Sunday the
15th November 1998 at 3.35 pm
at the Cathedral Church, Vadd
ukoddai.

Servi

The theme was ¢ O

Come let us adore him’’

There were nearly 25 items
All it-
ems were of high standard, and
they have kept up the past
tradition of Jaffna College for
their efficient perfermance.

on the programme Sheet.

On the background was the
‘Manger’ The Birth
of Christ was re-enacted as ey
ents of the Birth® of Baby Jes-
us was read from the Scripiur-
es and songs sung about  his
birth. Joseph and “Mary go
to an Inrn and as there was no
place in jthe Inn, the Inn-kee-
per gives them a place in a

scene

Manger. Joseph and Mary enter
the manger and Baby
was bern, Angels appear to the
Shepherds in the field and the
Shepherds came with lights in

Jesus

their hands to the manger to
worship him. Three wise

men came in search of Baby
Jesus and lay before Him the-

ir gifts- All these events were

re-enacted beautifuly and the
Congregation appreciated them.

Mrs S. V. Jebumesan, direc—

ted the Senior Choir, while
Miss S. S. Selvadurai & Mrs E.T.

Jeyarajan  trained the Junior

Choir. Mrs V. Paul was in
Charge of the Primary Choir

Rev. G. Nadarajah
and offered the offetory
Prayer.

Rev A. A Paul prcnounced
the benediction, and the service
come to a close by singing the
‘Joy to the world’ by
the Congregation.

song

Jaffna
a Tamil

College
Carol

prosented
service a t

The Ottey Hall on 22. 11. 98
at= 330 P.M‘Mrs.Jeeva
Ratnasabapathy direted The
choir. The Program included
twe Tamil Ballets as well.
A Large gatherirg  that
assembled, appreciated th
Programs  given by Primary,
Junior and senior students

IO th Anniversary - Jaffna
College Alumni Australia

The tenth Anniversary of the
Jaffra College Almuni Associa-
tion of New South Wales,
Australia was heid in Sydney
on 14-11-98 The Ailumni Asso-
siation was privilegzad to have
tie = Ri. Rew, Dr S Jebanesan
Bishop in Jaffna present at the
function. Dr S, Satkunarajah,
President of the
welcomed the

Association,
Bishop, the

Alummi and friends

The  Bishop guve the
Alumini a glimpse of the life
at Jafina College under the

present gircumstance and encou.
raged the Alumni te keep the

Contd to Page 4
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rs. Arul T nambirajah

ﬁmm-ﬂnmﬁw

= An Appreciation

This

for a

is an appreciation
very special lady who
bas silently given many years
of her life to helping others
who are in need. There are
many who will not know her,
but we all can get to know
her as a ‘Florence Nightingale’.
Her help and special talents
should not be taken for
granted and I would like to
thank her for all her guidance

and kelp to the many, many

people who sought her help.
Her " name iy Mrs. Arul
Thambyrajah -but te many
she is just *‘Ammah’’.

In 1959, Mrs. Thambyrajah,
along with her husband Rey.
A. C. Thambyrajah, and their
missionary friend Sister Eliza-
beth Baker, OBE, moved to
a tiny village in Paranthan
to start a ‘‘Boys Home’’. The
Thambyrajahs had 8 sons
between the ages ot 5 and
20. There is wmuch written
abeut Rev. A. C. Thambyrajahs,
and Sister Elizabeth Baker,
both ef whom are deceased
and although Mrs. Thamby-
rajah bas beem named in many
writings, her self sacrificing
life continwed after the deaths
of her- husband and friend-
Mrs. Thambyrajah will be
celebrating her 88th birthday
on February 6, 1999 but rather
than waiting for next year,
I think it is appropriate now
to wish her and thank her
for all what she has done
and given to the people around
her.

is called
(meaning

The Boys home
‘ ‘Navajeevanam®’
new life). Boys of all ages,
all races and all religions
made their home at Navajee-
vanam. Many of them were
orphans, troubled youngsters
and unemployed youth These
that were able to study
went to school and in the
evenings helped in the garden
The youth were
taught a trade-farming masonry

and farm.

work, carpeatry, etc. Inspite
of bringing up her 8 sons,
Mrs. Thambyrajah took it
upon herself te care and teach
the boys. I was fascinated
to see her call one greup
at a time and take their

-------------- ",

.and could mot

home work and also teach
them English. She continued
from one group to the next
until she had fimished ail
the groups. She also taught
them Songs and Hymns in
Tamil and English.

also a
place of retreat for many of
Colombo’s residents. The fresh
air, delicious food and the
beauty of creation was enjoyed
by all. One left
with a seamse of peace

Navajeevanam is

Navajeevanam
and
contentment I always enjoyed
my time at Navajeevanam
wait for my

next visit with my husband,

Mrs. Thambyrajah’s fifth son.
Mrs. Thambyrajah's presence
was everywhere, taking the

children’s studies. checking on
the kitchen staff, entertaining
the various  visitors  that
were there, and also preparing
for daily services at 6. 00
a. m. and 6.00 p. m. Even
though I have never told her,
I’ve always admired her many
talents and how effortlessly she
did things.

In 1983 when the troubles
started in the North, Nava-

jeevanam housed many refugees
who were displaced and from
then on its mission naturally
changed. There were families
now that needed food and
shelter and semehow Navajee-
vanam expanded to meet the
needs of the needy. Mrs.
Thambyrajah’s work amongst
the poor and needy doubled
and trebled and she continued
her work efficiently and with
trust and faith in God. The
place that was started as a
home for  ‘*homeless boys’
now turned into a heaven for
homeless and humgry families,
However large the numbers
got to be, there was always
enough to share. In 1996
when the shelling between
the Army and the Sepuratists
got close to home, they were
forced to evacuate Nava—

jeevanam and move into
another farm  where things
were not as convenient as in
Navajeevanam. Mrs. Thamby-
rajah along with the others
who lived at Navajeevannm
did not dwell on tragedie

but leoked forward to building
temporary shelter and taking
care of the people who

came for their help and care.
Mrs. Thambyrajah, aging in
years, never slowed dewn or
gave up on the task that she
started out to do.

She has been sick many
€imes this year, but continues
to take care of those around
her willingly and with alj
the energy that she has. Her
many letters to me puts me
to shame because I take car®
of my family and help others
whenever I can, but I know
that I should be doing more
for all God’s peopte on this
earth, She alw.ys writes that
she is keeping well, the refugee
families are being taken care
of and in spite of difficulty
with food they have their
meals and that she feels bad
for the maiy who have no
food to eat or homes to
live in. Her letters are always
written with a sense of conten-
tment and pecace and well wishes

for others. Although she s
in the same situition as the
refugees she takes care of,
i.e. less food for more to
share, less space to  make
room for the many who ars
homeless, meney of her own,
she is comtent with littlc. She
has left her life in God's
bands and also spends time
in praying each day for the
many relatives and friends she
has. The hymns and praises
she sings to God are still
sung with joy aad a fuli
voice.

I received her last letter
four days ago and T have
been haunted by it. ' k.. want
people that don’t know her,
and those that know her to
centinue to pray for ker. She

is a very humble lady and T
would like to thank her for
continuing to be an inspiration
to se many and especially
to me. I love her very
dearly and feel bad that 1
cannot be there to help hey
I just want her to know that
there are many who would
like to thank her for having
givan Mrs.  Thambyrajah to
me as a mother-in-law. I
pray to God that she will
be given many more years
on this earth,
and especially Sri Lanka need-
angels such as Mrs. Thamby
rajah,

Rani Theeparajah

Ganada
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DCC Xmas
Programme:

Usan

Center
pro-

Usan Day  Care

annual children X’ mas
gramme held on 14th
November 1998 at 9 am. The
chief guest was Rev. Fr. g. JUDE
AMALADAS, Parish priest, of
the Mugamalai Our Lady of
of Good Health R. C. Church

and Pastor S. Kuganeswaran,

was

Pastor of Kudaththanai J D
C. S I Church began the
programme by lighting the

lamp. Pastor T. Daniel, Pastor

of Usan JDCSI Church
offered the opening p ayer.
Welcome speechs were given

in English and Tamil by Mas.
T. Tharshan and Miss. V.

Vithushana respectively  who

are the childrer of D C C and
also by Rev. S. I. Ananda-
b M 5 28

rajah, Manager

After the children’s

variety

that
entertaiments  began.
of dances
kids.
the

with

Five different kinds
small
giving
to - close

were performed by
After the

function

Prize
came
prayer and benediction by the

Rev. S 1. Anandarajah.

A

MORNING STAR
SUBSCRIPTION

Dear Subscribers,

We have been sending
your copies of the ‘Morning
Star’ regularly te you. We
woul like to hear from you
whether you are receiving your
copies of the ‘Morning Star’
Our Mailing List was made
before the exodus in October
1995. These addresses may
be incorrect as many copies
of the ‘Morning Star’  are
being returned by the Post
Office saying ‘Not at home’

Kindly inform us your
correct address amd if you
have not renewed your subs.
cription for 1998, kindly send
them before 31 st Deeember
1998

‘The Morning Star’
Diocesan Office,
Vaddukoddai.

The Manager. ! j

»

subscription Annual Rs: 100/ =

ene

“Lanka Mudithe”
Reached
Trincomalee

The M" V. ‘Lanka Muditha’
with 530 passangers had reached
safely on 04- 11- 98 morning
at Trincomalee

The ship reached the China
Bay Harbour, and from there
the passengers were taken to
the town which is six miles
from China Bay

w

Vanni News

Church of South India
Vanni region organised a semi-
nar for Sunday School Teachers
from 16. 10- 98 to 19. 10. 98

Many Sunday School

-Teachers barticipated.

OBITUARY

Samuel Parerajasinhgam
Rasaiah

Samuel P arera jasingam

Rasaiah (Sam master), Rtd.

Teacher of Usan died on

24-11-98 after a short illness.

He is the son of late Mr. &

Mrs.
of late Mrs:

Az S. Rasaiah. Brother
May Kingsbury,

Late Stanly, and Dr David
(Colombo).

The funeral service teok
place on 26 - 11 -98 at his

residence at Usan and burial
at the CSI cemetry at Miru-
suvil. " Rev. S. I. Anandarajah
and Bro. T. Daniel of CSI
Church officiated

Ms Selvaranee RaSiah

Ms Selvaranee Rasiah
formerly of the staff of Vembadi
Girls’ College and eldest

daughter of late Mr. Rasiah
time Vice Principal' of
Union College, Tellipallai died
unexpectedly in London where
she was residing for
years new. Funmeral took place
in London on I4th November.

Some

She leaves

behind .  her
sisters Mrs. Amirtharanee
Ratnasingham and Devaranee.

64, Jessop Close

Youth Camp In
Eastern Province

The. Rev. (Sevak) Sam
Alfred. en his szrmon on

first day of Youth Camp held

from 17 — 20 September at
Kiran Ashram stated that the
past and present day of all

youth to-day is filled with
frustration ageny and violence.

He further stated that
many whom we praise as saints
also underwent suffering and
had to resist violence ‘but they
believed firmly in  Christ.
Therefore, even when they had
to die theyt scd frials with joy.

Bible study was conducted
jointly by Rev D. S. 'Mathia-
paranam and Rev. (Fr)
Mathuranayagam. Mr. S. Theva-
rajah and Dr. Nirmalan also
spoke on the theme - Youth
and the future.

This camp organised by
the  Rev, S.
attended by 205 youth

Jeyanesan  was

\LJ
kg

Y MCA WEEK
OF PRAYER

Y M C A Week of prayer
was be observed from November
8th to 14th. The
‘¢ Breaking the

theme was
scilence ’ .
Fimal day’s prayer service was
be held at Manipay Church by

the Regional Council Y M C A°’s

IO th Anniversary...

school and its need in their

thoughts.

Musical items, both._ in
English and Tamil \wcre given
by the Alumni & Children of
the Alumni. Tow young in alumni
theHigh School Certificate elasse
in Sydney were given
for best Academic performance
and best sports perfomance.
Arrooran Manickavasagar and
Kishanga Shanmugaratnam were
of these prizes.

prizes

the winners

Dr. the
vice president of the Association
proposed a vote of thanks. This

Balasubramanian

the -

Funde Allocated

For University

Student Hostel

The ' Vice - Chanceller of
Jaffra  University Prof: P.
Balasundarampillai reperted that
three Hostels will be built fer
the benefit of the University
Students. He also said that a
sum of Rs. 70 Million ha.
been alloted for this purpoess

%

70 th Birthday of former
Principal, Jaffna College

Mr, A. Kadirgamar, former
principal, celebrated his 70 th
birthday in Toranto on the 27th
of October 1998

Friens, relations, Alumni of
Jaffna Coliege and Church
Members celebrated the event
in St. Margaret’s Tamil Angli-
Cburch on Snnday 1 st
November 1998 There were 150
present for the followingjdinner.

can

E P D P Protests

Accrding to ‘Sanjeeuy’ n-ws
paper many hundreds of people
from all Jatfna partici-
pated in a protest rally on 30th
October condemning the shootiﬂg
down of ‘““Lion Air’’.

OVer

30th October 1998 was the
3lst Day of those killed when
the plane was shot down

They hed a sit - in - protest
in frent of the Secretariat.
They handed over a
memorandum to the G A. to
bs delivvered to the President
They regular
passenger ship and plane service .

also

alse demanded

%
Encouragement to Students

In Mallakem south Grama
sevaka Division backward area,
6 girls and 2 Boys have gaine d
the
of Jaffna on the results released
for the G.C.E (Advanced Level)
1997.

admission to University

Examination

In order to give encourage-

ment to these students the

Grama sevaka with the help of

gifts

Life Rs: 1000/ = Plumstead, was followed by a dinner the people im this area are
i i lanning te give small
‘The Manager- Londen SE 1 8HB Danee in .w?uch _about 200 p g
ENGLAND people participate. to these students.
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