Q ISSN: 1328 - 1623
1‘6

 HAUDY

&HovD 6 a1

: e, — e
i T -..:..'- e ) i
&% oy a Fap- et
(Gt 5 e e N 'l"‘-"'u"mw *“"""1" A L
Ll-:'[:'ﬂ_':q.rﬂ' g T Hel " _‘| S i Loy '
S L = ' e ke

.-'q-l. .-.l' a-;,g.-.

-r"iﬁg;
“n L, -
3 J'h“-"" .

ke w-aam..u ikl

ik
{ A iald

iy I" G

L M T A

.__h\

I{alappai 21 Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. @_I_,l[} 1999

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



(In a new Location)
FOR ALL KINDS OF SOUTH INDIAN
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DINE IN, TAKE AWAY OR HOME DELIVERY
(Addl. Charges apply)

CATERING AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS

Tel: (02) 9748 1841, 9737 9884 (H)
164 Parramatta Road, Auburn N.S.W. 2144
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...Between a Rock & A Heart Place

There’s a broken heart for every shot that
rings through Kosovo

There’s a sinking ship of dreaimns down the
muddy ration line

They stole your pride, they burned your
homes, and drove you

out of Kosovo...
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You’ve used up all your luck and you’re
running out of time

Lostin a world where children’s dreams are
sold and bought

There’s nowhere left to turn as long as you
are caught

Between a Rock and a Heart Place
Longing for your home but you’re not wel-
COINC anymore

Between a Rock and a Heart Place
Running for your life, a broken refugee of
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The

He had the habit of keeping a journal and
writing whenever he felt like it ... the trivial
(or sometimes exciting) happenings of the
day or just reflections on life. It was a habit
that came out of his love for writing and
travelling. Not that he had traveled
much...the only 2 countries he knew were
his homeland and now, Australia. But
then....the well-traveled people are not the
people who have seen many places. The
journal writing was also a habit that served
as a release for emotional pain. That night
he opened his journal and began to write
on the happenings of that day “between
the 2 crowded beaches of Bondi and
Bronte... there’s a solitary cliff walk”.

It was a Thursday, 10.00 clock in the morn-
ing when he arrived at the Bondi Beach,
so close to Sydney CBD where he works. It
was a public holiday. This was the first time
he had come here. It was 2 years since he
had come to live in Australia and as his
friend once mentioned to him nobody lives
in Sydney without having visited Bondi. He
with parents and sister had come here as
refugees. They were very lucky to have got
holidays visas...and after 1 year of waiting
had finally got permanent residencies...

He looked about him, looking at the peo-
ple and the surfers, the Bondi bay spread
in front of him...and feeling a bit alienated
cladin jeans and shirt. I should have come
with my friends, Why did | come alone?”
he questioned himself. The past always
troubled him but there were days when
some of the happenings came back in full
force...when he felt deeply unhappy and
hopeless. That day was one of those days.
His mind was restless and disturbed.

Walking towards the water, with his jeans
pulled up and shoes in hands, he stood
knee deep in the water staring at the dis-
tant horizon. Memories of his younger
brother...who was taken captive and mur-
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dered back in their homeland, came to him.

They had found the body near the village
cemetery, burnt andtortured...

He turned and looked about him again. On
the right side of the bay, was a small hill. it
was crowded with buildings- mainly apart-
ments. A bit further towards the center was
large flat area and then again...buildings
seem to take over after that. Something is
missing, he thought looking about him,
what? Trees. There are no trees. The blue
sea and yellow sand looked too neat and
artificial without green. To the left there was
a little bit of green. That was a small cliff
some distance away. Nobody seems to be
pay it much attention. A very narrow foot-
path stemmed out of the left side of the
Bondi beach, winding itself 2 or 3 times
steadily rising and then disappearing. He
could only see 2 or 3 power walkers, walk-
ing towards it. “This must be the Cliff walk
that lead to the Bronte Beach” He thought.

He glanced towards his left again. “Why
don't | walk to Bronte beach over and past
that cliff” He thought. As he started walking
towards the footpath he thought of his
brother again. Torture....that was something
he couldn't come to terms with...If they had
pointed a gun at him and shot him. But to
have killed slowly.. the bastards, he felt
helpless and angry in the knowledge that
he had no control over what had happened.
It only he had supernatural powers and
could wipe the earth out of evil! If justice
and truth alone could save the world! But
then what could he do?...I am coward who
had turned his back on his people and
homeland, he told himself. He had left them
behind.

There were times when he would forget
what happened and felt happiness in the
simple pleasures of daily life - His neigh-
bour's rose garden, A trip to the lliawara
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region and to one of it's lonely, beautiful
beaches, A visit to his friends home in
Penrith with it’s wide backyard... so close to
bush full of eucalyptus trees. He loved and
enjoyed Australia. But his brother's death
haunted him and he carried that pain like a
big weight. He wished he was the one who
had died...not his darling brother.

He walked on...The footpath went past the
Bondi Baths, where children splashed and
played. The waves came and hit the sides
of the Pools flooding in, constantly refilling
the Pools with fresh seawater. The footpath
curved, coming close to the water — along
one side was rocks... with water and foam
between...sea weeds growing with abun-
dance. The other side was full of shrubs
and bushes...some bearing unusual but
lovely flowers. The footpath was steadily ris-
ing. It was lonely and peaceful with only the
sound of the waves and chirping of birds in
the bushes. Two walkers went past him. He
took his time, stopping to look at the unu-
sual plants and wild flowers. The footpath
twisted and turned a few times, rising
sharply...and after some light rock climb-
ing, he arrived at the top. Leaving the foot-
path he walked close to the edge, which
was a flat massive chunk of rock which had
more (but less larger) rocks on i...and stood
at the top of the cliff, the Pacific ocean
stretched in front of him.

He sat down, gazing at the horizon
and listening to the sound of the waves
below ...thrashing the bottom of the cliff.
Maybe the scenic beauty hurt him more
than anything... for he cried. Hearing a
movement, he started and turned... and sit-
ting there in the shadow of sharp vertical
rock, was an Aboriginal guy. The Aborigi-
nal was dressed in black T-shirt and cam-
ouflage pants. He looked punky, but had a
serious and kind looking face.

“Hi, brother” said the guy.

“Hi" He replied, quickly wiping the tears from
his face.

“Feeling refreshed after a long walk”
“ah...yes”

“Worth the trouble... isn’t it. Nice view, hey”
“Very nice" He replied. He was not in a mood

for conversation but being a very polite
person, he answered politely...beside
there was something about the stranger
that intrigued him.

“What do you think of the people..” said
the guy, indicating in the direction of the
Bondi beach “...who had forgotten the
Clitf?"

He looked down into the distance at the
Bondi beach, the people looking like
smallinsects....and wondered at the ques-
tion of the Aboriginal. The clitf had a soli-
tary fate...It was situated between 2 popu-
lar beaches...and yet it did not seem to
get the attention of the beach-goers.

“| am coming from there...| am walking to
the Bronte Beach” He replied, not answer-
ing the philosophical question. The Bronte
beach could not be seen from the top of
the cliff. It was hidden by a curve in the
landscape.

“It took me 25 minutes to get here" He
added pointlessly.

“I'll take another 25 minutes to get to
Bronte” said the guy.

Both of them were silent for some time.
“what was troubling you?" asked the guy.
“Nothing”

“I saw you cry”

“ah...Life is too hard at times...”
Silence....only the sound of the waves giv-
ing a hard time to the rocks below.

“What are you doing? working?" asked
the guy.

“Yes, at EPA ... environment protection
agency...you know”

“Yeah, | know...you must be educated” ob-
served the guy.

“Well...yes... | am an electrical engineer
there”

“Man, You are educated...you have got a
good job...you look healthy. Well..what are
you worried about then... is it some rela-
tionship or is it...as you said...just life?”
He hesitated.."If you have the time to lis-
ten, | can tell you" He said. The guy nod-
ded. So he told the guy about his brother
and briefly about his homeland, and why
and how he had come to Australia, his
guilt in leaving... maybe he should have
stayed back and fought. He was surprised
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at the ease with which he told his life story
to a stranger. Maybe, it was because the
stranger was one of the few people who
had seen him cry. Anyway, he felt relieved
after finishing his story...The sun was ap-
proaching the middle of the sky now...

The guy listened with patience “You have
gone through alot...The only thing you can
do is heal yourself”. Both of them were si-
lent again, bonded by a new understand-
ing. It was midday now, but with the lovely
breeze and the cries of a few seagulls cir-
cling in the air, he felt light and relieved.
Taking his turn, "What do you do?" He
asked the Aboriginal

“l work in a rehabilitation center run for
native Australians “ replied the guy, stretch-
ing the word NATIVE.

“Oh!... you are a social worker” He said
“Yeah..."said the Aboriginal “And what do |
see?” He paused “| see drinking, petrol
sniffing, drug abuse... cultural decadence,
our way of life is gone forever. Your people
are fighting. Mine are destined to lose with-
out fighting. You say that your people are
refugees in their own land...But they have
hope as long as there are youngsters like
you. Mine are refugees in their own land
andthey have no hope...Maybe | shouldn't
be comparing hey? Your people are defi-
nitely superior” The guy smiled at him.

He was silent ...trying to figure out whether
the Aboriginal was being sarcastic or seri-
ous with those last lines.

“You are deeply pained by the past”’ con-
tinued the guy “As | said before, the only
way out is to heal yourself...And you can
heal yourself by helping others...that's what
| do. Do you help the other refugees here?”
He stared at the guy, stumped by the ques-
tion. “Help the other people here? But my
people here are rich and well to do... it's
the people back in our homeland who are
suffering...” but then, He stopped ...think-
ing of the camp boys - his people in the
detention camps for refugees in Sydney
and Melbourne.

How wrong was he when he had said that

his people here were rich and well to do?
There are people here who suffer as
well...and Yes, What have | done? What's
the point of lamenting and writing into a
journal? What's the point of being too hard
on myself? My brother's dead. But there
are other brothers whom | can help...And,
as the Aboriginal as pointed out, helping
others is the only healing process for his
ain.

P “Well... | guess there are people
here whom I can help” He said softly... much
wiser... "l can't go back to my country, how-
ever strong | feel about it. It's not practical
...my family is here and | want to be
here...but | think | can do something to help
the people here as well as those back in
our homeland”

Some people worry. Some merely
pay lip service. Only a few people act. Has
he ever acted on his thoughts? For the first
time in a long period, he felt hope and pur-
pose. The sadness was still there...But he
felt light, the weight leaving his heart.

The guy watched him, seeing the
different emotions that passed over his
face. He was quite for some time, and then
got up... “| better be going. it was nice talk-
ing to you and ...ah... thank you. You just
made me realise something”. The guy nod-
ded.

As he walked down and followed
the footpath to Bronte, he turned and
looked back, and saw the Aboriginal for
the last time. That mental snapshot...he re-
membered forever...And when he reached
Bronte beach and caught the bus back to
Central station, he wised he has taken a
contact number. After a few months, he
wised it more because...So that he can tell
the Aboriginal, some of the things he has
done...How much that sense of purpose
and hope has helped him...And how much
he was helping others now. He often
thought of that first question the Aboriginal
has asked him - like that Cliff that was situ-
ated between 2 popular beaches and still
forgotten by the beach-goers ...even
though it was right among them and very
obvious. How many lives were like that?
Forgotten by the crowd... -
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The plane was about to leave. | leaned
closer to the window and pressed my
face against the plastic frame. The pilot
stopped the plane for a short while, as
if taking a deep breath, and then started
his acceleration down the runway. | also
took a deep breath as we hurtled into
the sky; “l was off ”. 1 took in the ever-
widening birds eye view of my beloved
city. | was very lucky, | had a beautiful
view of the sprawling city, the tall sky-
scrapers, the arching Harbour Bridge,
the dazzling Opera House and the little
red roofs dotting the landscape, as my
last glimpses of Sydney. This was home.
This was where | had my roots. And |
was leaving.

| was leaving to set up a temporary home
inthe often claimed, most romantic city
of the world - Paris. The heart of beck-
oning Europe.

“Was | sad to leave?”, you may ask,
and funnily enough | would tell you that
| was not. Life is too short for me to
spend time looking back. | cherish my
experiences as they come, as they hap-
pen, rather than in retrospect. | don't
want to wait till I'm 80 and sitting in my
rocking chair with nothing else to do, to
think back and recognise the special
moments | had had in my life. For it will
be of no use to me at that time than a
regret of the loss of my youth. | want to
recognise my special moments now. |
want to think now. | want to know it all

ELS OF A F

Part One : Leaving Home

now, so that | can capture those feel-

ings and build on them. Forever enrich-
ing my life.

| had known for a few weeks that | would
be leaving and | had digested every mo-
ment, every experience, every feeling
into revivable memories. As | had
walked around Lady Macquarie’s Chair,
my most favorite spot in Sydney, and
drunk in the view many a time, | had
said to myself, “Wow - this is beauti-
ful!”, as | had stood there with the warm
muggy breeze on my face, the harbour
waves lapping softly in the foreground
and the magnificent view of the city
spread before me. | had enjoyed that
moment then and there, thanking God
for the opportunity. | had lived that mo-
ment to the fullest.

Likewise, as | had sat at home, eating
one of Mummy’s great dinners after a
long day at work, | had thought "Wow -
this is sooo good!” | had relished that
meal. Again as | had cajoled my boys
at a dance practice, | had marveled at
their enthusiasm and energy and prom-
ised myself to teach again if | had the
chance; it was so much fun. And again,
as | had looked around the hot crowded
hall at all the people who had come to
support and encourage the UTS Tamil
Society’s venture program, | had ab-
sorbed the unity and faith of my com-
munity.
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So; | had enjoyed and digested, the se-
renity of my family, the beauty of my
surroundings and the fulfillment of my
activities, almost as if | was looking at
myself from outside of me. As if | was
looking at myself in the 3rd person. It
would not have been possible to live
those moments any fuller than | already
had.

In my short working life | have traveled
numerous times to far and wide cities.
And every time | return home and get a
glimpse of the red soil as we descend
through the clouds, | would catch my
breath. My heart would dance and my
mind would sing, with glee.

And as | sit in a crowded restaurant at
Manly, or squint into the sun as | stand
on a cliff overlooking the 12 Apostles or
gaze at the twinkling lights of Brisbane
city from Mount Bulli or dive into the
plunge pool at Jim Jim falls, Kakadu, |
keep telling myself, “This is my home.
This is my Australia.” With its vastness
and its warmth, this country cannot be
replaced in my heart by any other. This
is my salvation. It is the place that has
made me who | am today. It is the coun-
try of opportunity for all those who call
it home. It is my castle. And every time
I return home, | love it even more, | en-
joy it even more, | proclaim my luck even
more.

Forindeed we are lucky to call Australia
home.

Kuntha
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Tamil Programs in Sydney 1999

24 July Saturday
31 July Saturday
31 July Saturday
7 August Saturday
Mid August Weekend
August Weekend
22 August  Sunday

28 August  Sayurday
4" SeptemberSaturday
September  Saturday
September  Saturday
11 Sept. Saturday
12 Sept. Sunday

25 Sept. Saturday
25 Sept. Saturday
Early Oct. Weekend
October Weekend
October Sunday

3 October Sunday

4 October  Monday

10 October  Sunday

16 October  Saturday
16 October Saturday
23 October  Saturday
31 October  Saturday
30 October Saturday
November Weekend

Mid Nov-Feb Weekends
21 November Saturday
December  Saturday
5 December Sunday
5 December Sunday

Kalappai 5th Annual Prog. Sydney Uni Tamil Society
Cultural Program Eelam Tamil Association
Awards Night NSW Tamil Sports Club
aoemen 6l NSW Fed. of Tamil Schools
Annual Dinner Hartley College OBA
Dance Program Naatiyanjali

aIFHS DITEN6Y Tamil Resources Centre
ponmai Neram St.Micheal College

Annual Cultural Program  Wentworthville Tamil Study..
Unifund Dinner Unifund project - SUTS
Music Program Sydney Tamil Manram
Cultural Program Eastwood Tamil Study Cen.
Ganesha Visarjana festival Helensburgh Temple
Navarathri Program Natanalaya Dance School
BeSue Hlemesioy pisi Tamil Co-ordinating Com
Joint Annual Dinner St.John's & Chundikuli OSA
DoveBui ailipn Tamil Kural

Deepavali program Tamil Senior Citizens Asso
Tamil Springtime Fair Eelam Tamil Association
Sports Day Federation of Tamil Schools
Sports Day NSW Fed. of Tamil Schools
Navarathri Program Narththanalaya Dance Sch.
Annual Program Abayakaram

Aramgeram Thillai Nadanaya Dance school
Dinner Ramanathan College
Annual Program Balar Malar Tamil Study Cen.
Deepavali Program Sydney Tamil Manram
Tamils cup (Cricket Comp.)NSW Tamils Sports club
Annual Dinner Wentworthville Tamil Study.
Annual Dinner Mt.Druitt Tamil Study Centre
SISl el musi Tamil Co-ordinating Com.
Christmas program Christian Tamil Congregation

Early Dec.  Saturday Christmas Program Patricians of Jaffna

Early Dec. Weekend Annual Cricket Competition Sydney Tamil Sports Club
Early Dec. Weekend Annual Cricket Competition Mahajana College OSA
Early Dec.  Sunday Annual Dinner / Social nightSUTS / Sydney Tamil Youth
Early Dec. Wednesday Christmas Program Tamil Senior Citizens Asso.
11 Dec. Saturday Christmas Program Hillstar Sports Club

11 Dec. Saturday Christmas program Catholic asso. of Sydney Tamils

12 December Sunday Annual Dinner Eelam Tamil Association

18 Dec. Saturday Annual Dinner & Prize givingEastwood Tamil Study Cen.
18 Dec. Saturday Annual Dinner Homebush Tamil Study Cen.
19 Dec. Sunday Carol Services Tamil Church of NSW

30 Dec. Friday Welcome 2000 Anjali Tamil Society(NSW)

31 Dec. Watch night(dyude agrsem) Christian Tamil Congregation/ Tamil Church of NSW
31 Dec. Friday-MidnightNew Year Pooja  Venkadeswarar Tample / Sydney Murugan
icel) LLEDNESPS BOPE shae Couslul® 57
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GoF s oer Qupmud, 2 st
Ltwsoona omne  Dioyew SCredumeysE o Hib
FwAs  Gursmogits i @EEIL 1.6
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@Fle 30500 hewiamerLd, 20500 GuiswotsEnLd
oflen  Wpypsns Gle@  &méluyelorers.
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B oui & o5& Q& e Bl ous g
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Australia as a nation must stand by the
word of its Prime Minister and honour
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l We cater for all occasions
weddings, birthdays, Family parties :

and other special events

¢.gpectalise 1nIﬁHxan;’S’hLankan
egetarian & non-vegetarian fydds

LUHLD LTI BID DADISED6I 2 EXIen6
o I B QBHTL L O EHHIG6N

Shop 2, 32-50 Rooty Hill Rd North, Rooty Hill 2766
(Parking Available, Next to the Rooty Hill Railway Station)
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For all your Indian, Sri Lankan food items
Best Quality Tamil, Hindi Movies for Rent

Mon - Wed: 9 -7 pm
Thur - Sat: 9 -8 pm
Sundays: 9 -6 pm

Open 7 Days

CALAXY SPICE CEMTRE

Shop 2, 32-50 Rooty Hill North, Rooty Hill, NSW 2766
(Parking Available, Next to the Rooty Hill Railway Station)

= |

S—— — —




PP 243459/00111

| (A ———_——
.lq.wmma-'.m 1

Foap 1 g 1984

E-’]’,lj'l 4 ﬂ":j;-'f;'ﬂ'a.l' 155

”uld 2y

|
_1J,| T 19% E ,|__; b -:--1,-1“m1 11

Ao 1L o, BT

kalaprun

B W g 197

0 0y Noglaham FounGao

bavanaham.orghBip 19 g 1949 Batp W Al |'||!i|!i|



	scan0001.bmp
	scan0003.bmp
	scan0004.bmp
	scan0005.bmp
	scan0006.bmp
	scan0007.bmp
	scan0008.bmp
	scan0009.bmp
	scan0010.bmp
	scan0011.bmp
	scan0012.bmp
	scan0013.bmp
	scan0014.bmp
	scan0015.bmp
	scan0016.bmp
	scan0017.bmp
	scan0018.bmp
	scan0019.bmp
	scan0020.bmp
	scan0021.bmp
	scan0022.bmp
	scan0023.bmp
	scan0024.bmp
	scan0025.bmp
	scan0026.bmp
	scan0027.bmp
	scan0028.bmp
	scan0029.bmp
	scan0030.bmp
	scan0031.bmp
	scan0032.bmp
	scan0033.bmp
	scan0034.bmp
	scan0035.bmp
	scan0036.bmp
	scan0037.bmp
	scan0038.bmp
	scan0039.bmp
	scan0040.bmp
	scan0041.bmp
	scan0042.bmp
	scan0043.bmp
	scan0044.bmp
	scan0045.bmp
	scan0046.bmp
	scan0047.bmp
	scan0048.bmp

