


SAI DRIVING SCHOOL

Experience Instructor s
SAl SCHOOL TRANSPORT SERVICE
Experienced Driver

Your children are home on time after school

to & from
Homebush public school, Homebush boys school &
Strathfield girls high school
The transport services are from the following areas:
Auburn, Lidcombe, Flemington, Homebush, Strathfield

and other nearest areas

Contact: ANANDARAJAN(R aj)
Phone: 9763 7515 / 9763 1620  Mobile: 0411 091 013

[ amommaswRARm
POOD BAR,

(In a new Location)
FOR ALL KINDS OF SOUTH INDIAN
& SRI LANKAN FOOD & SNACKS

DINE IN, TAKE AWAY OR HOME DELIVERY
(Addl. Charges apply)
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS

Tel: (02) 9748 1841, 9737 9884 (H)
164 Parramatta Road, Auburn N.S.W. 2144
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ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE, JAFFNA
SRI LANKA.,

Principal : Vice Principals :
J. Amalaseelan, B. A. (Cey.)

S. Thanapalan, B. A. (Cey.)
Dip. in Ed. (Sri Lanka)

Dip. in Ed. (Sri Lanka),
Dip. in R. Ed. (Birmingham U. K.}
The Revd. N. J. Gnanaponrajah,
B. A. (Sri Lanka)
Dip. in R. Ed. (Birmingham U. K.)
Dip. in Ed. Mgt. ¢Sri Lanka)

Phonce : 021 — 2432

Fax : 021 — 2432
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JAFFNA HINDU LADIES’ COLLEGE

JAFFNA.
(Sri lanka.)
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Mrs. S. JEYARAJAH. B. A. (Hons), Dip - io - Ed. SLPS § 30207 ao0l.
Phone: 021 - 2346
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THURAI RAJAH

LAWYERS

THE CHAMBERS

LEVEL 11, 370 PITT STREET, SYDNEY NSW 2000
APPOINTMENTS CALL: (02) 9267 8810

= Administrative Law = Immigration Problems

= Business Agreements = Public Liability Claims

= Banking / Finance = Personal Injuries &

= Bankruptcy ‘ Damage Claims

+ Commercial Leases = Power of Attorney

+ Criminal Matters = Real Estate Sales & Purchases
+ Corporation Law = Small Business Advice

+ Debts / Insolvency = Traffic Offences

+ Environment Law ~« Trade Practices Law

+ Family Law = Will Probates & Estate Claims
+ General Legal Advice + Workers Compensation

CONVEYANCING

When it comes to buying or selling a property do not make a move
without a solicitor. Conveyancing is much more than paper work!

LITIGATION

We advise we negotiate we prepare and arrange court
proceedings for all areas of litigation.

IMMIGRATION

We accept instructions and offer complete migration service

APPOINTMENTS CALL: (02) 9634 1170
70 COUNTY DRIVE, CHERRYBROOK NSW 2126

TEAMBIPILLAL THAMBITHURAL T1URARAIAF (LD GRA LEG PRA - SULICITOR OF THE 1IGH COURT OF AUSTIALIA
* SOUCITOR OF THE SLPREME COURT OF NEW 50U 14 WALES - ATTORNEY AT LAW OF FHE SUPREME COURT O SRILANKA
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“Pray For Peace”

What a world to live in horror,

War and bloodshed everywhere;
Wicked deeds and dreadful terror,
Wilful murders here and there.

Let us elude dread and evil

Lest we drown in bitterness;

Launch and wrestle God for His will
Lobby Him in earnestness.

Precious He listens to us all,

Praise Him loud, both day and night;
Pretty sure He does hear our call,
Pray for Peace with all the might.

Forget not our Hope who’s above
Friendly He aids the distress;
Forsake Him not and His true love,
For He comforts us in stress.

God doth guide us with care surely,
Giving strength when we do need,;
Greet Him with arms open truly,
Gracious He does warmly lead.

Mr. T Kanagarajah
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An Insight into the nuances of Dance and Music

By Nyshanthy Karunaharan
and Jeiram Jegathesan

During their recent trip to Australia,
we were privileged to have the
opportunity of speaking to the
renowned mridanga maestro Shri
Karaikudi R.Mani and his niece,
Bharatha Natyam artiste
Smt.Rajeshwari Sainath, who were in
Sydney to host a lecture
demonstration illustrating the finer
aspects of rhythm. In this discussion,
they share their views on the nuances
of music and Bharatha Natyam.

N:  There are alot of aspiring danc-
ers in Australia. What qualities do you
feel should be fostered to become a
good dancer?

Smt.Sainath: You should be very
committed to your profession and be
highly dedicated. To achieve a high
standard, a dancer requires a lot of
practice and should approach each
day as a new day with renewed en-
thusiasm. In today’s society, time is
definitely a factor because children are
committed to so many activities and
have a tight schedule. My view is that
opportunities only arise once in a life-
time, if you miss it in this life, you as-
pirations will not be fulfilled till the
next.

Regardless of background, a dancer
should completely surrender to the art
form, which should first be understood
in the mind, then expressed by body

language. An innate sense of spiritu-
alism helps us communicate our
abhinaya subtly. For example,
shringara (love} in dance, is the love
between the jeevatma and the
paramatma and should be divinely
portrayed as such.

More importantly, age should never
be regarded as a hindrance to pursu-
ing dance. However, senior dancers
should realise that both Nritta and
Nrithya are equally important — you
should not have to compromise one
for another to be recognised as a good
dancer.

N:  Nritta is often grasped quite
quickly whereas Nrithya appears to be
portrayed on a superficial level (per-
haps due to our lack of understand-
ing). How do you think we can im-
prove on this?
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Smt.Sainath: [ don’t quite agree
with that. Nritta cannot be grasped in
a short time span. With continual
practice, you add 0.001 to reach a
certain level and have to keep at it to
maintain the standard. Nrithya (ex-
pression) should be felt by the dancer
in order for him/her to communicate
it to the audience. Of course, it helps
if you are backed by some knowledge
of our culture and spiritualism. All of
us act in every day life, so on stage it
is just a matter of putting on make-up
and acting it out.

In India, we are taught to react to a
normal situation and let the music stir
up emotions which we then express.
For us, there is a realisation that there
is a Supreme Being and certain spir-
itual practices are incorporated into
our day to day routine. Perhaps in
Australia, this concept has to be en-
forced and the children need to be
educated in order to maintain the di-
vinity and class of dance.

N:  There is a general perception
amongst parents that six to twelve
months is a sufficient period to train
a child to perform on stage. What is
your perspective?

Smt.Sainath: One year is a very
short time! It is not at all a question of
time duration, a child might even take
six years to reach its potential. It is a
gradual process and the parents and
the teacher should encourage the
child; if the child performs when he/
she is not ready, it reflects badly on

the guru and the parents.

Similarly, dance teachers are under
great pressure from the parents for a
quick training and a quick arangetram.
There is a lot of emphasis on the
elaborate stage décor, dazzling lights
and the orchestra, but these devices
cannot mask the poor quality of the
dance. Arangetram is only the first
step in a dancing career, but overseas
it marks not the beginning but the end
of a career and the dancer does not
continue to learn but opens up a
dance school!

N: Is there a difference in ap-
proach to this art form in India and
abroad?

Smt.Sainath: In India, the dance
environment is very challenging,
highly competitive and political, so we
need to maintain a high standard to
survive. Unfortunately, it is often taken
for granted and there is a lot o cor-
ruption involved. There are only a few
genuine critics and most reviews and
titles can be influenced by power and
money.

On the other hand, there is not
enough exposure to a high standard
of dancing in Australia. Students seem
quite keen to preserve their culture,
but they don’t realise that this is not
done by merely learning dance/mu-
sic/going to the temple. It is a way of
life. They need to have a good Guru-
Shishya relationship, be well disci-
plined and take a serious approach
to dancing. Dedication and devotion

28 Al ubsmnsbsps sBIPE she CamwRile

to the art on the part of students and
teachers is absolutely necessary for
Bharatha Natyam to survive.

J: In Sri Lanka and India, carnatic
music students are constantly exposed
to a high level of talent through con-
certs and the cultural environment.
However, Sydney does not offer these
opportunities — under these circum-
stances, how can mridanga students
best hone their skills?

Shri K.R.Mani:  Regardless of their
environment, students need only two
factors to succeed. Firstly, the teacher
must provoke the student’s interest in
the music, and secondly, he must en-
sure their involvement in the art form.
Once the student expresses interest
and involvement, his skill will auto-
matically evolve.

J: Another difference arises from
the absence of formal music exami-
nations in Sydney as opposed to back
home. Do you think that the lack of
examinations makes a significant dif-
ference in the training and improve-
ment of a student’s musical ability?

Shri K.R.Mani:  Not necessarily —
many maestros of yesteryears had no
formal education nor did they fully un-
derstand the nuances and underlying
rhythms of music. I strongly feel that

to excel in any art form, dedication
and practice far outweigh theoretical
knowledge.

J: So do you feel that theory is
unimportant?

Shri K.R.Mani:  No, but this knowl-
edge is effective only if it goes hand
in hand with an understanding of the
depth and beauty of the music.

d: What is your view on
Arangetrams?
Shri KR.Mani: It is a very impor-

tant stage in a musician’s career, and
it should take place only when the stu-
dent has reached a certain level of tal-
ent. Arangetrams should not be held
merely because of parental pressure
or because of a desire to prove your-
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self to your peers. Rather, it should
be the culmination of musical matu-
rity. I myself have never had an
arangetram and 1 don’t think it has
affected my music in any way!!

J: What would you recommend as
the ideal age to begin learning
mridangam?

Shri K.R.Mani:  As long as a stu-
dent is capable of understanding what
is being taught, he is old enough to
begin learning. At the same time,
there is no such thing as being too
old to learn music. One of my students
started playing the mridangam at the
age of 50 and is now a highly accom-
plished artist. In my opinion, age is
not a barrier.

dJ: Do you think it is possible for a
musician to excel in more than one
instrument? For instance, is it possi-
ble for a mridangam artiste to main-
tain his skill whilst playing other in-
struments such as the ghatam or
ganjira?

Shri K.R.Mani: | wouldn't say it is
wrong, but [ wouldn’t recommend it
to anyone. Music is such an in-depth
art that it takes more than a lifetime
to learn one instrument thoroughly.
Concentrating on more than one in-
strument often dilutes your concentra-
tion as well as affecting your musical
ability — fingering and technique are
both affected.

J: In carnatic concerts, is it accept-
able to replace the mridangam with
the tabla?

Shri K.R.Mani: The mridangam is
hailed as a “Raja Vadhyam” — a royal
instrument —and is a vital part of any
accompaniment. The tabla may be
used to good effect in conjunction with
the mridangam, but never in place of
it.

dJ: In closing, what is your advice
to music students in Australia?

Sri K.R.Mani: Do not treat
music as you would a computer
course. It is not something that can
be learned within a fixed period of time
for a fixed amount of money, nor is it
something that should be pursued for
fame or profit. It is only when you
immerse yourself in your art and seek
personal fulfillment through it that you
will achieve true musical growth.
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An Australian Tamil in New York
Puttu

Recently, while I was attending a confer-
ence in New York City, I was asked where
1 was from. This was not an unusual or
surprising question as there were lots of
people from all over the world at the meet-
ing. But, on this occasion, I found the ques-
tion more difficult to answer than nor-
mally.

Though there can be many answers to the
“where are you from” question, most times
we can guess at what the questioner is
referring to. If this had been a similar
meeting in Sydney with people from all
over Sydney’s suburbs, I would probably
have named the suburb where I was liv-
ing or working. If it had been a meeting of
people from all over Australia, answering
with Sydney would probably have been ap-
propriate.

But, this was a conference in a foreign
country, with people from all over the
world. The questioner could tell that my
accent wasn't American and that I looked
like I was from somewhere outside
America (though, with America’s diversity,
this assumption is wrong.)

I was more confused than usual because I
had more choices than usual. Should I say
where I was born, where I grew up or
where I was currently living? In my case,
these are three different continents, let
alone countries, cities or suburbs.

It was very tempting to answer “I was born
in X, but grew up in Y, and now live in Z"
but I was not sure whether this person
was really that interested or whether we
had the time for the full explanation. So,
as I have done on many occasions before,
I just picked randomly between the three
countries and blurted it out.

My week in New York was full of instances
like this and it really got me thinking again
about issues of identity. Throughout my
teens, I found myself comfortably settled
on an Australian Tamil identity but that
was in Sydney and in a comfortable envi-
ronment. Now that I am abroad, things
seem to be more confusing.

While I was in New York, I visited a Tamil
family and enjoyed myself a whole lot. I
was served some great curry, talked in
Tamil all night long and it was just being
at “home” again.

Then, when I was at JFK airport, looking
forward to heading back to the country
that has been my new “home” for a few
years now, I saw a QANTAS jumbo pull-
ing out of the gate next to us. The flight
was heading from New York to Los Ange-
les and onto Sydney. Realising that the
people on that plane would be in Sydney
some 24 hours later made me homesick.
It had been a long time since I had been
back to Sydney and a while before I was
going back again. This familiar symbol of
Australia made me miss “home” terribly.

So, within this week in New York City, per-
haps the most diverse city in the world, I
found myself again confronted with the is-
sue of identity. Where was I really from?
And which one of my three “homes” is my
true home?

I am sure that these are questions that
many young Tamils like me all over the
world are faced with, whether we like it
or not.

In many ways, these are not ques-
tions unique to the Tamil community or
even to a migrant community. Almost eve-
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ryone who moves, or is descended from
someone who has moved, has to work out
where home is.

But, in the case of many young Tamil peo-
ple, “home” is not just about geography or
where we live. To invert a familiar say-
ing, a home is not a house. A home is also
a state of mind and where the heart is -
all at once.

For me, the greatest challenge in think-
ing about these issues is the temptation
to ask the question “where am I really
from?” At the end of the day, “which one
place do I call home?” This is the place
people like to ground themselves in, the
space in which their core identity is situ-
ated.

Many older Tamils, who moved away from
Sri Lanka late in their life, maintain that
the “core” of their identity is still Tamil
and that their old village or town is their
real home. This may well be the case for
them but, for many younger Tamils, the
situation is more complicated.

The bad news for this generation is that,
for them, finding a core will be difficult.
Will it be the place(s) their parents call
home, or where they now live, or some-
where else, or nowhere?

But, the more positive news is that find-
ing a “core” may not be necessary. In my
travels, I have started to realise that it is
possible, and perhaps healthy, to maintain
several identities at once. The boundaries
between my Tamil and Australian identi-
ties are not always clear or fixed but I
know that both are important to who I am.
Similarly, home is sometimes the place
where my parents live, sometimes Sydney,
sometimes Jaffna and sometimes the town
in which I now live. Each place has a role
in defining me but none of them has a mo-
nopoly on my “homeness”.

While I did find it frustrating not to be
able to explain my whole life history to
the guy at the New York conference, I am
happy to put up with that occasional frus-
tration so long as I can enjoy the benefits
of my diverse background and identity. It
is almost like I am a multicultural society
all by myself!

So, as I stood there watching the QANTAS
plane departing, I found myself humming
the tune of the airline's themesong “I still
call Australia home”. And, as I turned
away to head on to my own plane, I knew
that I was not just missing Australia but
that I was missing all my homes.

Till next time,
Puttu
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PARK VIEW

MEDICAL CENTRE

26/12-16 Toongabic Road
TOONGABIE

DR. JEY CHANDRAN DR. THAVA SEELAN

OPEN 7 DAYS

Monday - Friday 8am - 8 pm
Saturday - Sunday - Public Holidays 9am - 4pm

BULK BILLING

* Emergency * ECG
* Women’s Health * Child Health
* Antenatal Care * Immunization

* Stress Management
* Allergy Tests

* Minor Surgery

* Pathology Blood tests

* Workers Compensation
* In-House Physiotherapy
* X-Ray Services Open 7 Days next door

For Appointments Call

9636 7757

Car park spaces available at REAR




e

We cater for all occasions
weddings, birthdays, Family parties
and other special events

We specialise in Indian, Sri Lankan
vegetarian & non-vegetarian foods.

LR LnOn G0 e 2 sanal
@ o W0HLD GIHTLL Gibll el gy hiber

GLOBAL SHOPBEST
Shop 2, 32-50 Rooty Hill Rd North, Rooty Hill, 2766
(Parking Available,
Next to the Rooty Hill Railway Station)
Phone: 9675 3954 or 019 366 301
Fax : 9675 2024

For all your Indian, Sri Lankan food items
Best Quality Tamil, Hindi Movies for Rent

Mon - Wed: 9-7 pm
Thur - Sat: 9-8 pm
Sundays: 9-6 pm

Open 7 Days
GLOBAL SHOPBEST

Shop 2, 32-50 Rooty Hill North, Rooty Hill, NSW 2766

{Parking Available,
Next to the Rooty Hill Railway Station)

Phone: 9675 3954
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