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SAI DRIVING SCHOOL

Experience Instructor s
SAl SCHOOL TRANSPORT SERVICE
Experienced Driver

Your children are home on time after school

to & from
Homebush public school, Homebush boys school &
Strathfield girls high school
The transport services are from the following areas:
Auburn, Lidcombe, Flemington, Homebush, Strathfield

and other nearest areas

Contact: ANANDARAJAN(Raj)
Phone: 9763 7515 / 9763 1620 Mobile: 0411 091 013

ARTIRA SURABER
FOOD BAR

(In a new Location)
FOR ALL KINDS OF SOUTH INDIAN
& SRI LANKAN FOOD & SNACKS

DINE IN, TAKE AWAY OR HOME DELIVERY
(Addi. Charges apply)
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS

Tel: (02) 9748 1841, 9737 9884 (H)
164 Parramatta Road, Auburn N.S.W. 2144
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“KALAPPAI"

36 SWAN AVENUE,
STRATHFIELD, NSW 2135
AUSTRALIA
Email:
kalappai@yahoo.com
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The Pravidian banguages

Kalakeerthi, Prof. Pon. Poologasingham D. Phil.(Oxon)

The term ‘linguist’ is used in
popular parlance to refer to ‘a
speaker of many languages ’. How-
ever, this meaning seems to be
overshadowed by another usage in
academic circles. There ‘linguist’
refers to ‘a student of language’
and his discipline is called ‘linguis-
tics’.

The field of linguistics devel-
oped rigorous methodology in the
19% century to earn the accolade
of a scientific study of language.
The scientific status of this disci-
pline refers to some distinction be-
tween a scientific and non-scientific
way of verifiable data obtained by
means of observation or experi-
ment.

Linguistics has developed to-
day into numerous branches with
particular import of certain as-
pects. General Linguistics, Theoreti-
cal Linguistics, Structural Linguis-
tics, Microlinguistics,
Macrolinguistics, Applied Linguis-
tics, Computer Linguistics, Sociolin-
quistics, Psycholinguistics,
Ethnolinguistics, Stylistics, Descrip-
tive Linguistics, Comparative Lin-
guistics and Historical Linguistics
could be said to include most
branches of linguistics.

Descriptive Linguistics pro-
vides a synchronic description of a

language; ie, it presents an account
of the language as it is at some
particular point of time. Compara-
tive Linguistics deals with the pos-
iting of language materials across
languages and points in a particu-
lar language into systematic cor-
respondence in terms of their pho-
nological and morphological struc-
ture. Historical linguistics gives a
diachronic description of a lan-
guage; ie, it traces the historical
development of the language and
records the changes that have
taken place in it between succes-
sive points in time. Descriptive and
Comparative methodology helped
historical linguistics to develop as
an important field of study in the
19% century.

This development was then
seen in the classification of lan-
guages according to their corre-
spondences. A germinal knowledge
of Sanskrit and the native gram-
marians of Sanskrit reached the
Western world only in the late 18"
century. Sir William Jones ( - 1794)
in his Third Anniversary Discourse
delivered to the Asiatic Society on
2% February 1786 made the fa-
mous statement that the Sanskrit
language bore to Greek and Latin
a strong affinity both in the roots
of verbs and in the forms of gram-
mar. He also suggested less forci-
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bly a link with Gothic, Celtic and
the Old Persian (Asiatik Re-
searches, 1788). Itis said that from
that day Indo European compara-
tive grammar started moving in
new directions. Arthur Macdonnell
says that no other incident had
more significance in world history
but the discovery of the Sanskrit
literature in the late 18% century
excepting the Renaissance in Eu-
rope of earlier times ( A History of
Sanskrit Literature). Prof. Jean
Filliozat sums up the situation in
the following words:

“Scholars turned then almost
exclusively towards Sanskrit
and Vedic studies in order to
discover the origins of Indian
Civilization. The dominant idea
among them was that the main
current of Indian culture was
partly from an old genuine sub-
stratum, and partly inspired by
an Aryan one and even com-
pletely dominated by the
Aryan.”

(Tamijl Studies Abroad,
1968, p.5)

S.Gyarmathi (1751-1830)
gave a positive start to compara-
tive linguistics in 1799 by using the
principle of agreement in inflec-
tional system to establish relation-
ship between the Hungarian and
the Finnish languages. However,
the Finno-Ugric research did not
have any serious impact on the

development of comparative lin-
quistics. The term ‘comparative
grammar’ was used for the first
time in 1808 by Friedrich von
Schlegel (1772-1829). The publica-
tion in 1818 of ‘The Investigation
on the Origin of the Old Norse or
Icelandic Lanquage’ written by
Rasmus Kristian Rask (1787-1832)
is considered to be the harbinger
of Indo European Comparative
Grammar though with noticeable
defects.

However, Franz Bopp (1791]-
1867), Jacob Grimm (1785-1863),
August Friedrich Pott (1802-1887)
are held to be memorable pioneer
names in the field of comparative
studies which brought to light the
relatedness of Indo European lan-
guages in the 19" century. Bopp
wrote The Verbal Inflection of San-
skrit in comparison with Greek,
Latin, Persian and German (1816)
and his magnum opus Compara-
tive Grammar of Sanskrit , Zend,
Greek, Latin, Lithuanian, Gothic
and German published in parts
between 1833-1852. Grimm’s im-
portant contribution was The Com-
parative_Grammar of Germanic
Languages in four volumes pub-
lished between 1819 and 1837,
Pott is remembered for his Indo
European Grammar with Special
Emphasis on Phonology which
came out between 1833 and 1836.

With the establishment of the
unquestionable relationship of San-
skrit and most of the languages of
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Europe, it seems to have been si-
multaneously assumed that all the
languages of India was of
Sanskritic stock. William Carey
said,

“ The Hindoostanee and the
Tamil, with the languages of
Gujarat and Malayala, are evi-
dently derived from the Sanscrit,
but the former are greatly mixed
with foreign words. The
Bengalee, Orissa, Maratta,
Kurnata and Telinga languages
are almost wholly composed of
Sanskrit words”

in his A Grammar of the Sungskrit
Language (1804). He continued to
maintain this view even in his A
Grammar of Telinga Lanquage
published in 1814. Other distin-
guished Sanskritists such as
Charles Wilkins ( A Grammar of the
Sanskrita Lanquage, 1808) and
H.T.Colebrooke ( “On the Sanscrit
and Pracrit Languages” Asiatik Re-
searches, 1802) would appear to
have held somewhat similar views,
though their statements are less
positive than Carey’s.

The eagerness of Westerners
in deriving all the languages of In-
dia from Sanskrit was equally
matched by a few native grammar-
ians among the Tamils from time
to time. Buddhamitta's Vira
Choliyam, written during the rule
of Virarajendra Chola (1063-1069)
followed the format of Sanskrit

grammars. The author of llakkana
Kothu Swaminatha Desikar ridi-
culed that the elite will be ashamed
to say that there was a language
with five letters only in reference
to the five unique letters of the
Tamil language not found in San-
skrit. His contemporary,
Subramanya Diksidar who based
his Pirayoga Vivekam on Sanskrit
words has commented that the
Aryan word ‘Dramila’ has de-
formed into ‘Tamil’. These two
Brahminic lovers existed during the
late 17" and early 18" centuries.

Francis Whyte Ellis (- 1819)
in his Note to the Introduction of
A.D Campbell’s A Grammar of the
Teloongoo Lanquage (1816,1820)
refuted the above mentioned state-
ments; He demonstrated,

“that neither the Tamil, the
Telungu, nor any of their cog-
nate dialects are derivatives
from the Sanscrit ; that the
latter, however it may contrib-
ute to their polish, is not nec-
essary for their existence ; and
that they form a distinct fam-
ily of languages, with which the
Sanscrit has, in latter times
especially, intermixed, but with
which it has no radical connec-
tion”

Ellis named the family of languages
as "Dialects of Southern India” in-
cluding six languages in it namely
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
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Malayalam, Kodagu and Malto. Ellis
seems to have considered Tulu as
a dialect of Malayalam.

A.D.Campbell and William
Taylor supported the views of Ellis
at that time. Campbell showed how
Carey had been misled by the large
number of Sanskrit loan words in
Telugu. Carey’s error resulted from
his failure to account for the pres-
ence of a large proportion of words
the origins of which was unascer-
tained in the languages of South
India which he himself had noticed
(A.D. Campbell, A Grammar of the
Teloogoo Language, commonly
called the Gentoo, 1820, pp. XV -
XV1). William Taylor refuted * some
writers in Bengal” who represented
Tamil as though it was a daughter
or derivative of the Sanskrit and
adduced a primary substratum like
the Anglo-Saxon on which Norman
- French or Latin was since added
in an article in the Madras Journal
of Literature and Science. Taylor
took special care to separate the
pure Tamil from the Sanskrit deri-
vation in preparing Rottler’s Dic-
tionary material for publication (In-
troduction to Rottler’s Dictionary,
Part IV, 1841, ppi-ii).

However, it was Bishop
Robert Caldwell (1814 -1891) who
introduced comparative methodol-
ogy to study the Dravidian lan-
guages with available data in 1856
when he published ‘A Comparative
Grammar of the Dravidian or South
Indian_Family of Lanquages’. He

established the use of the word
‘Dravidian’ to cover the family of
languages discussed in his Gram-
mar. He demonstrated the clearly
different origins of the Dravidian
and the Indo European languages
in uncontrovertible detail. Caldwell
added Tulu, Toda, Kota, Gondi and
Kui in 1856 and Kurukh in 1875 to
the list of Ellis which had Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam,
Kodagu and Malto, making a list
of twelve Dravidian languages. He
was of the view that these 12 lan-
guages were not dialects of one lan-
guage but independent languages
arising from the Proto Dravidian
language. He held that the
Dravidian languages have an im-
portant share in the development
of the Indo Aryan languages. He
was of the opinion that Tamil pre-
served the best picture of the origi-
nal state.

There were occasional doubt-
ers like Charles E. Gover who wrote,

“ It is probably not extravagant
or untrue to say that there is
not one true Dravidian root
common to the three great
branches, Tamil, Telugu and
Canarese, that cannot be
clearly shown to be Aryan”

in his edition of The Folk - Songs of

Southern India, 1871, (p VII). Except

for such rare cases, most disagree-
ments with Caldwell have been on
matters of detail rather than with
his main thesis.
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Caldwell’s findings had an
important impact on the cultural
ferment of Southern India in late
19% Century. The independence
from and contribution to the Aryan
language gave a fillip to regional
attitudes in Southern India where
anti northern attitudes were tak-
ing shape. However, Caldwell’s re-
search didn’t see a continuance for
a long time until the early decades
of the 20" Century.

The Linguistic Survey of In-
dia, Volume 4, compiled by Sten
Konow in 1906 added Brahui,
Kolami and Naiki to the Dravidian
languages thereby increasing the
list to 15. It should be noted that
although Brahui is referred by
Caldwell earlier, it wasn't men-
tioned as a Dravidian language.
W.W.Winfield differentiated Kui
from Kuvi to add another language
to the Dravidian family in 1928.
The Northern Kondhs spoke Kui and
The Southern Kondhs spoke Kuvi.
However, Kuvi comes into vogue
only in the 1970s in the Indian Cen-
sus Reports. In the 1950s Parji,
Konda or Kubi, Gadba and Pengo
came to light increasing the
Dravidian list to twenty. In the
1960s Manda, Bedda Kuruba,
Belari and Koraga languages have
come to light. It is not sure whether
the list of Dravidian languages is
complete. Some of the speech
forms have not been studied thor-
oughly to assign language or dia-
lect status. Bedda Kuruba, Belari

and Koraga are instances needing
further studies.

Although scattered observa-
tions on the question of
subgrouping of Dravidian lan-
guages are seen in L.V.Ramaswami
Aiyar (1895 - 1948) and E.H.Tuttle,
it was in the preface to The Parji
Language (1953) that tentative
groupings of some of the languages
is clearly shown. M.B.Emeneau dis-
cusses subgroupings in Kolami
(1955). Bh.Krishnamurti shows the
affinity of Telugu to Central
Dravidian (Telugu Verbal Bases,
1961). Again Emeneau discusses
the subgrouping of Northern
Dravidian with Kurukh, Malto and
Brahui (Brahui and Dravidian Com-
parative Grammar, 1962).

The Dravidian languages are
grouped into three - NDr, CDr and
SDr. Although these names suggest
a regional division, Dravidiologists
agree that these three
subgroupings deserve to be consid-
ered in their present groupings
because of their interrelatedness.

Brahui, Malto and Kurukh
which fall under the NDr subgroup
show that the Dravidian languages
extended to further regions before
they were pushed down to the
Deccan. Brahui is spoken in
Baluchistan of Pakistan. Malto is
spoken in West Bengal and Bihar
in the Rajmahal Hills and Santal
Barhana region. Kurukh is chiefly
spoken in Chota Nagpur.
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The Central Dravidian lan-
guages are spoken in Andhra
Pradesh, Madya Pradesh, Orissa
and Maharashtra. Besides Telugu,
spoken by the largest number of
Indians next to Hindi, the other CDr
languages include Gondi, Kui, Kuvi,
Kolami, Naiki, Parji, Konda or Kubi,
Gadba, Pengo and Manda.

The SDr languages are spo-
ken in Tamilnadu, Karnataka and
Kerala among other regions. Tamil,
Kannada, Malayalam are culti-
vated languages among the SDr
languages. Toda, Kota, Kodagu,
Tulu and Bedda Kuruba are among
SDr languages.

Among the Dravidian lan-
guages Tamil alone has an ancient
literary data dating back to pre
Christian times if we are to include
the inscriptions. Telugu and
Kannada have literary materials
from medieval times. Malayalam
developed into a language between
5% and 7% century A.D. All the other
Dravidian languages were consid-
ered uncultivated while some of
them had written scripts from the
days of the missionaries.

Although Caldwell presumed
that Tamil preserved the ancient-
ness of the Proto language more
than any other Dravidian lan-
guage, it has been proved lately
that other languages have pre-
served the ancientness in certain
aspects where Tamil has failed to

do so. K.V.Subbaiya, Jules Bloch,
L.V.Ramaswami Aiyar, Thomas
Burrow and M.B.Emeneau have
shown how Dravidian languages
other than Tamil have preserved
or changed the Proto language
forms through an examination of
correspondences.

Burrow’s Dravidic Studies | -
VIl (1938 - 1948) systematically
dealt with many problems of com-
parative phonology. Burrow and
Emeneau produced the first
Dravidian Etymological Dictionary
in 1961 and a supplement to it in
1968.

However, the pace in com-
parative research hasn’t been very
promising since the days of Burrow
and Emeneau. A Historical Gram-
mar of Dravidian is still a desid-
eratum for students of historical
linguistics. Co-ordination of re-
search would be very essential to
succeed in any such venture.

The grouping and
subgrouping of Dravidian lan-
guages has another purpose to ful-
fil in the long run. Although the
Dravidian family forms the fifth or
sixth largest group of languages in
the world with over ninety million
Speakers its dffiliation to any other
language group has so far not been
successful. Besides the Dravidian
family another family in India
called the Munda family has also
not been dffiliated to any other
family. Further, Burushaski lan-
guage in Gilgit, Khasi language in
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the hills of Assam, the Nicobarese
and the Andamanese languages
have too defied affiliation. Its only
the Indo Aryan and TibetoBurmese
families in India that have affilia-
tion outside the Indian subconti-
nent.

Affiliation can be sought
when you accept that a family of
languages is not indegenous to the
land of its existence. So far it hasn’t
been settled whether the
Dravidians are indegenous to the
soil or migrated into India like the
IndoAryans. However, some
protoganists who believe in the
migration theory have posited
many dffiliations to the Dravidians
from Africa to Australia through
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Europe and Asia.

Georg Husing gave a list of
correspondences between the vo-
cabularies of the Caucasian and
South Indian families. Fr.H.S.David
and A.Sathasivam gave corre-
spondences of Sumerian and
Dravidian. N.Lahovary gave deriva-
tives from common roots, morpho-
logical affinities and phonetic simi-
larities to show that Dravidian and
Basque were originally related.
Thomas Burrow saw links between
Uralian and Dravidian. He was sup-
ported by M.S.Andronov in this re-
gard. However Dravidian has so far
defied all affiliations to any other
language or language grouping in
the world.
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The term ‘resiliency’ refers to the
ability to bounce back after a stress-
ful time. To be resilient is seen as
positive. Before stepping to a west-
ern world, | used to picture the
westerners as supermen or super
women and used to admire their
apparent ability of being resilient in
a trying situation. | have heard of
funerals where the families control
their emotional outbreak, people
still have their make up intact, and
dress with decorum. | used to think
of myself and my clan from my cul-
tural background as weak people,
who give into emotion and verbal-
ise their private grief through the
form of ‘maaradithal’.

After starting to be part of the west-
ern world, | developed an interest
in observing the way people han-
dle stressful situations. My mind
constantly became the scale, which
measured people’s levels of resil-
iency including that of mine. In my
life in the western world for the past
10 years, this concept of resiliency
became clearer and clearer. | met
people with apparent extreme cour-

age, which of course made them
resilient against any misfortunate
situation. Imet people, who, amidst
many pitfalls, maintain the cheerful-
ness, which haloed around them. |
also met people who cleverly hid
their real emotion and appeared to
be bouncing back from any situa-
tion. | admired the people who
seem to be handling stress very well
and at the same fime didn't fail to
notice the number of people who
give into depression and other kinds
of varying degrees of mental disor-
der. Theseissues always perplexed
me.

Recently | attended a workshop on
Emotional Resiliency, where the
speaker said that depression is be-
coming a major health hazard in
Australia. She also mentioned how
emotional resiliency is very high in
Eastern cultures. This surprised me
pleasantly and | began to see the
whole concept of resiliency in a dif-
ferent perspective. Suddenly all the
things that had a ‘primitive’ tag,
appeared very relevant to me. Iwas
at a social function recently, when |
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happened to overhear a conversa-
tion, where a lady was saying how
she was embarrassed at her fa-
ther's funeral, where the whole vil-
lage was gathered around and in
their loud crude voice singing the
praise of her dad and was broad-
casfing the inside stories of the fam-
ily to the whole neighbourhood.
She saw the whole scene as primi-
tive and outdated, which to me
looked very modern. | understood
the reason behind the 31-day
mourning period and the church
service/pooja on the 31* day to de-
clare the ending of public mourn-
ing. | also understood that the
mourning period was a device to
help the bereaved become emo-
tionally resilient, with pastoral care
in plenty and the support and at-
tention of family and friends. Itwas
a gradual process of becoming
emotionally resilient.

| read in an article that ‘family
connectedness’ was rated the high-
est protective factor, which helps
one to be resilient. For us, who left
our families and land behind to
come to a new country, staying
connected (in the physical sense) is
difficult. Most of us don‘t have our
families at hand to share our sor-

rows and delights. Instead of recti-
fying this by forming good healthy
friendships, we tend to become very
private people who don't want to
share our delight and sorrows with
our friends. We tend to take a vow
of secrecy and tend to derive a
pleasure out of ‘’keeping it a secret'.
The charitable interpretation we
give to this ‘we don’t want people
to gossip’. What we fail to under-
stand is that, gossip thrives on se-
crecy. By sharing our feelings of the
heart with our friends, we could re-
duce a lot of our stress and could
be resilient. Wearing a ‘mask’ and
maintain a friendship could cause
more stress than having no friends
and leading a lonely life.

Therefore, let us endeavour to main-
tain our emotional traditions, and
acknowledge the fact, that our fore-
fathers have shown us a way that
we can successfully use, to defuse
the stresses involved in the modern
western lifestyle.

Mrs Swendirini Kandiah

Darwin %})
WV
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PARK VIEW
MEDICAL CENTRE

26/12-16 Toongabic Road
TOONGABIE

DR. JEY CHANDRAN DR. THAVA SEELAN

OPEN 7 DAYS

Monday - Friday 8am - 8 pm
Saturday - Sunday - Public Holidays 9am - 4pm

BULK BILLING

*ECG

* Child Health

* Immunization

* Stress Management
* Allergy Tests

* Emergency

* Women’s Health

* Antenatal Care

* Minor Surgery

* Pathology Blood tests

* Workers Compensation
* In-House Physiotherapy
* X-Ray Services Open 7 Days next door

For Appointments Call

9636 7757

C'ar park spaces available at REAR




We cater for all occasions ;
weddings, birthdays, Family parties g
and other special events

We specialise in Indian, Sri Lankan
vegetanan & non-vegetarian foods.

LG(HID LN (BID N ismeme) 2 exienel
2 @l 0B GIFHITL 1] Gl 6l ity bbalt

E
GLOBAL SHOPBEST :

Shop 2, 32-50 Rooty Hill Rd North, Rooty Hill, 2766 i
(Parking Available, 3

Next 1o the Rooty Hill Railway Station)
Phone: 96753954 or 019 366 301
Fax : 9675 2024

g
i
i
&
-
i
i
%
i
i
1
i

For all your Indian, Sri Lankan food items
Best Quality Tamil, Hindi Movies for Rent

Mon - Wed: 9-7 pm
Thur -Sat: 9-8 pm
Sundays: 9-6 pm

Open 7 Days

GLOBAL SHOPBEST

Shop 2, 32-50 Rooty Hill North, Rooty Hill, NSW 2766
(Parking Available,
Next to the Rooty Hill Railway Station)

Phone: 9675 3954
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