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The Affliation of the Dravidian Languages
Kalakeeerti, Prof.Pon. Poologasingham,D. Phil.(Oxon.)

The Dravidian family of
languages forms the fifth or the sixth
largest group of languages in the
world with around ninety to one
hundred million speakers. However,
its affiiation to any other language
group has so far eluded researchers
in the field. It’s only the Indo Aryan
and the Tibeto Burmese families in
India that have affliation outside the
Indian sub continent.

Affliation may be sought
when you accept that a family of
languages is not indigenous to the
land of its existence. So far it hasn’t
been settled whether the Dravidians
are indigenous to the soil or migrated
into India like the Indo Aryans or the
Tibeto Burmese. However, since
some protagonists posited the
migration theory, many affliations to
the Dravidians extending from Africa
to Australia through Asia and Europe
have been suggested.

The inroads made by Brahminism,
Buddhism and Jainism into
Tamilnadu from the Pre Christian
times had a great impact not only
on its society but also on its
language. The Kalabhras and the
early Pallavas were protagonists of
Sanskrit and the Prakrits.Tamil
failed to get royal support from these
foreign rulers. However, there were
simmerings of Tamil sentiments as
gleamed from some of the
compositions of this period like
Cilappathikaram. There was a subtle
protest to Aryanisation in the hymns
of the Pallava period(7® to 9
centuries,A.D.Jwhere equal status to
Tamil is claimed with Sanskrit

(Panniru _ Thirumurai,5.18.3,
6.23.5,6.23.9,6.87.1).But from the
Pallava period Sanskrit had become
the court language in Tamilnadu.
The Imperial Cholas(10t* to 13
centuries,A.D.)continued the
practice. Both the Pallavas and the
Cholas used Sanskrit and not Tarnil
in their inscriptions in south east
Asia. They also made available large
amounts of funds for the
maintenance and running of Sanskrit
schools in different parts of the
country. Such munificence to Tamil
schools of learning is not evidenced
by their inscriptions.

A grammatical work called
Viracolivam written by Buddhamitta
in the reign of Viracolan or
Virarajendran(1063-1069A.D }is
based on the Sanskrit model like the
Tamil grammars based on the Latin
model in the European period, giving
importance to Sanskrit grammatical
ways of interpretation not applicable
for Tamil grammatical
understanding.

Peruntevanar, commentator
of Viracoliyam, who lived during the
reign of Vikrama Cola(1118-1135
A.D.)has observed that since
Sanskrit was the mother of Tamil, all
the usages in Sanskrit could be
available in Tamil

(Viracgliyam,Karigai,60
commentary).

Subrahmanya Desikar of late
17t and early18th century in his

Pirayoga Vivekam has gone further
in completely adopting the Sanskrit
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grammatical model for Tamil
language. He was of the wrong
impression that Sanskrit and Tamil
languages had the same structure.
He is also remembered for his rash
statement that the Aryan word
Dramila became deformed as Tamil.

The Isana Desikar of the
Tiruvavadutural mutt, Swaminatha
Desikar who lived during the same
period also followed the Sanskrit
grammatical model in his llakkana
Kottu only avoiding the grammatical
terms of the Sanskrit model used
profusely by his colleague,
Subrahmanya Desikar. His love of
Sanskrit is witnessed in his ridicule
that the elite will be ashamed to say
that there was a language of five
letters referring to the five unique
letters of Tamil in opposition to
Sanskrit.

The eagerness of deriving
Tamil from Sanskrit by a few native
grammarians from time to time was
enhanced by the statement of Sir
Willilam Jones in 1786 that the
Sanskrit language has a strong
affinity to Greek and Latin (Asiatik

The Bengalee, Orissa, Maratta,
Kurnata and Telinga are almost
wholly composed of Sanscrit words”
says Carey in his A Grammar of the

Sungskrit Language(1804). He

continued to maintain this view even
in his A_Grammar of the Telinga
Language(1814) Francis Whyte
Ellis(-1819)refuted the theory of
derivation from Sanskrit of the
‘Dialects of Southern India’ where he
included Tamil, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Kodagu and Malto (Note
to the Introduction, A.D.Campbell's
A _Grammar _ of the Teloogoo
Language,1816,1820).
A.D.Campbell showed how William
Carey had been misled by the large
number of Sanskrit loan words in
Telugu and his failure to account for
the presence of a large proportion of
words whose origin was unascer
tained(A_Grammar of the Teloogoo
Language.commonly called the
Gentoo,1820,pp.xv-xvi).William
Taylor refuted “some writers in
Bengal” who represented Tamil as a
derivative of Sanskrit and adduced
a primary substratum in an article

in the Madras Journal of Literatur
and Science.

Researches, 1788)which led to the
assumption that all the languages of
India were of the Sanskritic stock.
Although western Sanskritists like
H.T.Colebrooke (“On the Sanscrit
and Pracrit languages” Asiatik
Researches,1802)and Charles
Wilkins(A Grammar of the Sanskrita
Language.1808) would appear to
have held somewhat similar views,
their statements are less positive
than those of William Carey:

“The Hindoostanee and the
Tamil,with the languages of Gujarat
and Malayala, are evidently derived
from the Sanscrit,but the former are
greatly mixed with foreign words.

However, it was Bishop Robert
Caldwell(1814-1891)who
demonstrated the clearly different
origins of the Dravidian and the Indo
European languages in
uncontrovertible detail in his
magnum opus A Comparative
Grammar of the Dravidian or South

Indian Family of Languages
published in 1856.

Occasional doubters of the
independence of the Dravidian
languages have continued.
Dr.G.U.Pope who considered in his
A Tamil Handbook({1859) Dravidian
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as belonging to Indo Aryan held in
his Sermon on the Mount{1860) that
it shows links to the Celtic and
Teutonic languages. However, Pope
in his A brief Qutline of the Grammar
of the Tuda Language(1872) while
agreeing with Caldwell in the main,
thinks that the remarkable analogies
between the Celtic and the Dravidian
languages need a thorough
investigation. Charles E.Gover on the
other hand came out with the rash
statement,

It is probably not
extravagant or untrue to say that
there is not one Dravidian root
cormunon to the three great branches,
Tamil, Telugu and Canarese, that
cannot be clearly shown to be Aryan”
in his edition of the Folksongs of
Southern India ,p.vii{1871).
M.Seshagiri Shastri(Notes on an
and Dravidian Philology,1884),
R.Swaminatha Aiyar(“The Aryan
affinities of the Dravidian pronouns”,
All India Oriental

clearly demonstrated the
independent status of the Dravidian
languages from the Indo European
languages.

Besides the Indo Aryan
languages in India, the Munda family
of languages chiefly in Central India
and the isolated languages of North
Western India like Burushaski have
been unsuccessfully linked to the
Dravidian languages. Ferdinand
Hahn in his Kurukh
Grammar(1903)on the basis of a
number of resemblances between
Kurukh and Santali expressed the
view that Santall was a Dravidian
speech. Sten Konow has refuted
Hahn successfully (“Mundas and
Dravidas”, Indian Antiquary,33,
May, 1904). K.Amrita Row attempted
to show the Dravidian affinities of the
Paisaca languages of North Western
India(Orientalia, Sir Asutosh

Jubilee

Mogokherjee Silver
Volume,Vol.iil, 1925). Trombetti also

Conference,3,Madras, 1924 Dec.)and
C.Narayana Rao(An Intro duction to
Dravidian _ Philology,1929)are
significant adherents  who
subscribed to the Sanskrif ‘mother
tongue'theory for the Dravidian
languages. Fr.S.Gnana
Prakasar(1875-1947)succumbed to
the theory of one speech given by
God becoming a babel of voices
subsequently( “Linguistic evid ence
for the common origin of the
Dravidians and the Indo Europeans”,
Tamil Culture, 2.1,Jan.1953). Except
for such rare cases, most
disagreements with Caldwell had
been on matters of detail rather than
with his main thesis. The researches
of Thomas Burrow and Murray
Barson Emeneau after the
pioneering efforts of L.V.Ramaswami
Alyar(1895-1948) and K.V.Subbaiya

sought to connect Dravidian with
Burushaski (Elemedti di
Glottologia, 1926).L.V. Ramaswami
Alyar gave correspondences for
Austric and Dravidian (Quar terly
Journal of the Mythic Society of
Bangalore,20.2,0¢t. 1929 & 20.3
Jan.1930). Correlation of Dravidian
languages with East Asian and
African languages haven't caught the
serious attention of researchers due
to its weak nature. Bernard
Houghton in his Essay on the
Language of the Southern Chins and
its affinities(1892}sought to establish
affinity with the Dravidian. Homer

B.Hulbert's A Comparative Grammar
of the Korean and the Dravidian

Family of Languages(1906)is highly
unprofessional. Correlation with the
African languages include the
Nubian (E.H.Tuttle, “Dravidian and
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Nubian”, Journal of the American

Oriental Society, 52, 1932),Libyan
(J.T.Cornelius, "The Dravidian

Question” & “The Dravidian

Question Answered”,
TamilCulture, 3.2 & 4.3 ,1954
&1955; J.Mayer, Bibliotheca

Africana,1,1924), Egyptian, Bantu
(L.Homburger, Les Dravidiens et
I'afrique, Proceedings of the
International Congress_of Linguists,
1958) and Ulap of Senegal(Cheik
Tidiane N’'Diaye).

G.W.Brown saw the possibility
of a connection between the
Dravidian languages and Mitanni
spoken on the eastern boundary of
Asia Minor on both sides of the
Euphrates about 1400 B.C. Journal
of the American Oriental
Society,50.273-305,1930).D.W.Mc
Alpine took the lead from Georg
Husing in positing a relationship
between the Dravidian languages
and Elamite from the Mediterranean
region (“Toward Proto Elamo
Dravidian ”,Language,
50.1,1974;"Elamite and Dravidian:
The morphological evidence”,
International Journal of Dravidian
Linguistics,3.2,July 1974;”Elamite
and Dravidian:Further evidence of
relationship”, Current
Anthropology.16.1,1975 March).
Following Georg Husing who gave a
list of correspondences between the
vocabularies of the Caucasian and
the South Indian families, Theodor
Kiuge continued the comparison in
1941(Die fe der Dravida
der Hamiten, der Semiten und der
Kaukasier) Julien Vinson (1879)
showed interest in analysing the
relationship between the Dravidian
languages and Basque, spoken in
the Pyrennes, the border of Spain
and France. H.H.Figulla refuted

Schoeener’s affliation theory of
Basque with Dravidian (Review of
Schoener’'s Altdrawidisches &
Review of Schoener’s
Armaluriaches,Orientalistische
Leteratur Zei tung, 31 & 33,1928 &
1930). N.Lahovary from the forties
of the last century has been engaged
in linking some of the old languages
of the ancient world including
Dravidian. His main thesis has been
the relation ship of Basque with the
Dravidian languages. His researches
are summed up in the translation
Dravidian Origins and the
West(1963).

Lahovary held that
Dravidian is not an isolated group
but the survivor of an incorporating
or polysynthetic family of peri
mediterran ean and Pre Hamito
Semitic languages, which stretched
some five or six thousand years ago
without a break over a vast zone of
the Near East; under the pressure
at different times of the Semites, of
the Indo Aryans and of many other
peoples of various origins, this vast
unity broke into scattered fragments;
only the Basques, Caucasians and
the Dravidians have been able to
preserve their ancient languages,
while Sumerian, Hurrian (Hurri),
Elamite, Carian, Pelasgian, Ligurian
and Cappadocian belonging more or
less to the same type have
disappeared forever; it is between
Basque and the Dravidian languages
and not Basque and the Caucasian
languages that the closest links are
found; Dravidian was also related to
all pre Indo European languages of
the ancient western world from Iberia
to the Aegean Sea. Herbert H.Paper
refuted Lahovary’s theories in his
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review of Lahovary’s La diffusion des
langues anciennes du Proche-

Orient(Language, 34.4,0ct.-
Dec.1958)

Dravidian languages have
been linked to the Sumerian
language of
Mesopotamia(lraq).H.R.Hall
theorised that the ancient Sumerians
bear most resemblance to the
Dravidian ethnic type of India(The
Ancient History of the Near
East, 1913).J.Hornell in a discussion
of boat origins in South India
expressed the view that the
Dravidians were of a Mediter ranean
stock who migrated to Mesopotamia
and then to India where they
absorbed the original Negrold and
Proto Polynesian inhabitants of
South India(Boat Designs, etc.
Asiatic  Society of Bengal
Memoirs,vii). R.S.Vaidyanatha Ayyar
(The Sumerio Dravidian and the

Hittite Aryan origins, Quarterly
Journal of the Mythic Society.

Bangalore.19.1929), A F.Thyagaraju
{Sumerio Dravidian affinities
(QJMSB, 23.2,0c¢t.1932)and
J.Quintana Vives (Sefarad,
Madrid, 4, 1944) continued to support
the Sumerian theory with
correspondences. A.Sathasivam
(1926-1988)provided the preliminary
data to establish Sumerian as a
Dravidian language in the form of
501 cognate sets of items (Sumerian
A Dravidian Language, 1965).Both
Thomas Burrow and M.B.Emeneau
expected further research in this
direction because of the most
interesting historical and prehistori
cal implications of his
hypothesis.This line of research
doesn’'t seem to have gone any

further.

Rasmus Kristian Rask(1787-
1832)was the first to suggest in 1818
that non Aryan Indian languages are
Scythian.He also employed Scythian
to include
Finnish,Turkish,Mongolian and
Tungusian.Rask did little more than
suggest a relationship.Prichard
made general statements of the Scy
thian relationship of the Dravidian
languages with a few grammatical
illustrations(Researches}. Max
Mueller named the non Aryan Indian
langu ages as Turanian{Letter to
Chevalier Bunsen on___the
classification of the Turanian
languages,1854).B.H.Hodgson held
the non Aryan Indian languages as
a sub group Tamulian under
Turanian.Caldwell(1856) attempted
to establish connection with other
families of languages like the Indo
Germanic, Semitic, Chinese,
Japanese and Australian groups but
admitted that the closest allied to
Dravidian was the Finnish or Ugrian
especially the Ostiak branch of that
family(A_Comparative Grammar of
the Dravidian or Souh Indian Family
of Languages,1956,pp.61-77).

The Finno Ugrian group
consists of West Finnic, Lappish,
Mord vinian, Cheremissian,
Permian, Ugrian and
Hungarian(Magyar). The Finno
Ugrian group along with Samoyed is
called Uralian.The Altaic group of
languages consists of
Turkish,Mongolian and Manchurian.

After Caldwell,C.Schoebel
advocated relationship between Ural,
Altaic and Dravidian

languages(Transactions of the First
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Session of the International
Congress of
Qrientalists.Paria, 1873)P.Hunfalvy
refuted the views of Schoebel(*On the
study of the Turanian languages”,
Transact ions of the Second Session
of the International Congress of
Orientalists, 1874;pub.1876).The
vagueness of the methods used in
the classification of Turanian
languages,the unproven
relationships of the so called
Turanian languages which belonged
to different families,the mistaken
identification of similarities and the
insufficient evidences are some of the
objections against the Scythian
theory.Edward Webb condensed and
arranged evidences of the Scythian
affinities of th Dravidian languages
from Caldwell’s Comparative
Dravidian Grammar(Journal of the
American Orient al
Soclety,7.2,1861/62)without giving
any new evidences.

Friedrich Otto Schrader
examined all the views expressed
and said that Caldwell’s theory about
the relationship between the
Dravidian group and the Ural (or
Finnish -Ugrian) family, though
mixed up with certain propositions
of an unsupportable character is
sufficiently plausible to deserve
study reinforcing his view with many
illustrations of corres pondences in
morphology and
phonology(“Dravidisch und Uralisch”
JZeitschrift fur Indologie und
Iranistik,3.81-112,1925).E . Lewy
(1928} attacked Schrader's line of
argument as one that could be
explained by the normal working of
chance. Since Schrader’'s article
contained only a fraction of the
available material, Lewy’s argument
was successful. Although there were

errors in Schrader's illustrations
there was enough material worthy of
consideration. Schrader influenced
by Wilhelm Von Hevesy (Finnisch
Ugrischesaus Indien, 1932)hedged in
his statements by saying that the
Dravidian and the Uralian languages
did not descend from a common
source but that the similarities
indicated that the languages were in
close contact many centuries
ago(“On the Uralian element in the
Dravida and the Munda languages”,
Bulletin _of the School of Oriental
Studies.8.751-62,1936). Thomas
A.Sebeok doubted whether there was
any direct contacts between Finno
Ugric and Dravidian (“Finno Ugric
and the languages of India”, Journal
of _the American __Oriental
Soclety,65.1, 1945).

Thomas Burrow based his
study on words applying to the body
and its parts and came to the
conclusion,

“It would not be possible to produce
between any two languages the
same amount of detailed
comparisons as can be made
between Dravidian and Uralian
without giving reason to believe that
those languages were themselves
related”

in his Dravidian Studies iv (Bulletin
of the School of Oriental and African
Studies,11.2,1944).He was
supported by M.S.Andronov who
indicated that lexical parallels have
been generally used for showing
Uralian affinities and that however
numerous these lexical parallels
may be, they could indicate the
possibility of borrowing and as such
common features in the grammar of
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these languages are necessary to
prove relationship. Andronov has
drawn attention to several
remarkable coincidences in the
morphology of these languages(New
evidence of possible linguistic ties
between the Deccan and the
Com__memoration Volume.
University of Madras,Madras,1961).

It is thus ciear that the
attempts to affliate the Dravidian
languages to other language families
have so far defied researchers. The
linking of Dravidian to languages
spoken in India shows linguistic
contacts with the Indo Aryan and the
Munda languages. African and East
Aslan correlations don’t seem to be
significant enough deserving
consideration. The reconst ructed
cognates of Sumerian, Mitanni and
Elamite are not convincing enough
to prove linguistic affinities or
linguistic contacts. Lahovary's theory
of a vast zone of the Near East
inhabited by an incorporating or
polysynthetic family some five or six
thousand years ago without a break
doesn’'t seem to stand the acid test
of proper analysis inspite of his
illustrations. Serious doubts have
been expressed about Uralfan and
Dravidian direct contacts.

Linguistic affinities should be
based on a comparison of the
essential grammatical features and
the basic vocabulary of a language
which deals with those elements of
universal human experience which
exists irrespective of the speakers’
culture and comprises such
fundamental biological activities as
eating, sleeping, giving birth, dying,
such major divisions of the body as

the eye, the mouth, the head, such
natural phenomena like fire, water,
the sun, the moon, such general
relational concepts as are
represented by the personal
pronouns, the demonstratives,
negation, etc. The other word
parallels could suggest linguistic
contacts. Geographical distance or
proximity and historical contacts
cannot be overlooked in considering
affinities.

It should not be forgotten that
the migration theory of the
Dravidians even from archaeologists
or anthropologists stands unproven.
The acceptance of the hypothesis by
C.von Furer-Halmendorf (“New
Aspects of the Dravidian
Problem”,Tamil Culture 2.127-
35,1953)that the megalithic culture
was brought into South India from
outside India towards the middle of
the first millenium B.C. isn’t
acceptable since that megalithic, iron
using culture might have been a local
development still unexplored as most
of South India still is. His contention
that the Dravidian languages or their
anscestor were introduced into India
by the bearers of the megalithic
culture is also untenable. He finds it
impossible that the people with an
iron using, megalithic culture and
the neolithic peoples overrun, could
have spoken languages of the same
family. The position that peoples of
different cultures cannot be
linguistically related is contradicted
again and again in the Indo
European and in other fields
(M.B.Emeneau,Language and

Linguistic Area,1980,pp.102-104).
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GREEX POEM (HOMER)
BLACK

Blackie plunders me with her beauty.
When I look at her, I am wax on fire.
What of it, if she is black? So are coals.

When kindled, they glow like blooming roses!

St
SO BT DHPHTED 6T QbiT 6NN U AT 611
D66 HSTEIDCUTAHEOEVMID SIT6VLIL_L GIDIYEIT HTCDET
Dial6T SRS, B BT Qoveaient! HevdHSUD SOILIL].
HLPCeOHUTIOT L T6D DML TIDELTTE coeleueiioniD &HiL_HID.

TIME

When a man’s good hour is past
Although he once shone among brilliants
He is neither honored nor loved

Not even his own children favor him!

MG (HEUIET HMEDLOSESTEVD LOEDDIH S M6N60T]
Dialy TGN GLoaitenowm s ey EHmibHN o
sTaHID Dieue] el(HIDLGeIT  LSIPEEUN LML L N6l

ey —teuflan Tememedeiman L 6T L Gt BipunTiysHen!

English version of Greek poem translated in Tamil by:

“Nallaikumaran” ,Melbourne.
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IRRIGATION PROJECTS IN MORTH EAST PROVINCE — SRI LANKA

By

K.Shanmugarajah retired Deputy Director of Irrigation Dept. Sri Lanka
Adviser on Irrigation Development to the Ministry
of water Resources Development Nigeria

PART I

PROPOSED CHANGE OF
VADAMARACHCHI AND
UPPARU LAGOONS TO FRESH
WATER LAKES AND
DEVELOPMENT OF ITS

WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT

FISHIRES

The lagoon is shallow and its bottom 1s
quite flat. The water 1s brackish with the
highest salinity reached at the end of the
dry season and with the lowest during the
end of the rainy season.
Fishing activities are generally limited to
the areas close to the barrages at the
junction of the lagoon and the sca. Fishing
is mainly for prawns. There 1s hardly any
fishing activity towards the centre of the
lagoon away from these locations. It is
being stressed by the interested parties
that the change to fresh water lake would
affect the livelihood of the present fishing
community.

e In order to understand the effect of
change over to fresh water conditions
on the existing fishery it would be
helpful to add here a note on the life
history of the sea prawns which are
at present fished 1n the
Thondamanaru lagoon. Essentially
the popular species of the prawns
breed in the sea , the eggs hatch and
the larvae float or swim toward the
Jlagoons in their stages and then settle
to the bottom, live inside the lagoon
and grow up to a preadult stage when

they start migrating to the sea to
mature and breed to start the cycle
all over again. Normally they do not
breed within the lagoons. It is at the
late floating larval stage that they
enter the Thondamanaru lagoon with
the incoming sea water. Therefore the
magnitude of the prawn catches
within the Thondamanaru lagoon
depend on the quantity of sea water
entering the lagoon. The lagoon’s
total prawn catch considering the
large area of the lagoon, 1s very small
even at times when there were no spill
board at the barrages. This because
of the very narrow entrance
connecting the lagoon and the sea and
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very low tide range. In any case it is
being feared by the small population
that depends for their livelihood
probably partly and not fully on this
resource that they may loose their
income 1if the mouths of the lagoon
are permanently closed and the
lagoon be turned into fresh water
lake. Closing of the mouths would
prevent entry of the prawn larvae and
there would be no prawn catch inside
the lagoon. Prawns both sea and fresh
water prawns are expensive
commodities and as a result during
the last two decades tremendous
technological advances have been
made to culture these organism
[in man made structures, small and
big} It is now a common practice to
grow several generations one after
the other of both the above varieties
within man made structures, without
having to depend on natural supplics
of prawn larvae. Both varieties are
available naturally in Sri lanka, and
without going into detailed analysis
at this stage, it can be said that a
hatchery can be operated
economically to supply all the
required young larvae of the prawns
to stock the Thondamanaru lagoon
and get a prawn harvest from the
entire lagoon which would be several
times more than what was obtained
from the lagoon recently or at any
times before.

e The closing of entrances would be
beneficial and prevent any entry of
predators which would feed on the
prawns and also help to keep salinity
levels low which would enhance
production levels of sea prawns

during early stages of conversion to
fresh water conditions. Below a
certain salinity level the sea prawns
cannot survive. At this stage fresh
water prawn can be introduced which
can tolerate lower salinity levels.
After the lagoon is complete fresh
water lake the fresh water prawn can
continue to be cultured in the lake. Tt
is assumed that the water quality
(dissolved salt etc.)would remain
within acceptable limits. In addition
there are also fish species that can
be introduced. These species of fish
are available locally. Generally it can
be assured that with proper
management not only the total
catches would be higher than of
present or ever before at the same
time employment opportunities
would also be proportionately greater
if the entrances can be closed and the
area 1s managed rationally.

. COMMENTS
AND SUGGESTIONS FOR
FUTURE ACTION
Investigations, designs, proposals etc.
carried out in 1976.

When the project is to be taken for
implementation some of the investigations
carried out in1976 have to be repeated
in view of the lapse of considerable time
and further investigations to be carried out
to update the proposal, designs, estimates
etc.

Barrages at Thondamanaru and Ariyalai,
separation bund between Vadamarachchi
and Upparu lagoons, Separation bund
between Upparu lagoon and Ariyalai
saltern, and Access Road (5 miles) off
Paranthan - Mullaitivu‘Road‘to spill cum
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causeway at Chundikulam at the eastern
end of Elephant Pass lagoon have
deteriorated due to vandal damage and
lack of maintenance. The condition of
these have to be assessed. It was not
possible to do so due to the prevailing
situation. Hence the investigation related
to above items have to be repeated to
finalise the proposals. Longitudinal and
cross sections of the Link canal to be taken
in view of the lapse of considerable time
after the proposals werc finalised in 1976.
In view of the failure of the Eastern
closure bund in 1962 careful attention was
given for the investigations, design,
proposals ctc. for EPL,

1. Hydrology - EPL
Catchment area of EPL is 363 sq.
mies Kanagarayan Aru is the main
and major one feeding EPL. This
comprises about 75% of the entire
catchment area.

2. Hydraulics of Chundikulam
spill - EPL
Sand bar would have breached before
EPL commenced spilling, due to the
water draining into the lagoon between
the spill and sand bar. While
investigations were carried out in1976
discussions with the villagers for
collecting data for the proposals,
revealed that prior to the failure of the
closure bund in 1962, there was
sufficient water between the spill and
the sand bar, before the spill
commenced spilling, to enable them to
cut a pilot channel in the sand bar to
facilitate breaching of same. In addition
considering the spill crest level , high
tide level and site conditions, clear

overfall conditions assumed in the
design is valid at site.

3. Upstream submergence — EPL
Investigations were carried out in 1976
to identify ares susceptible for U.S.
submergence. The arcas in doubt were
Kanagarayan Aru estuary and Kandy -
Jaffna Road, (a stretch south of Elephant
Pass Causeway, up to Saltern office
entrance) . Investigations revealed that
these areas will not be submerged. There
were no paddy lands susceptible for
submergence.

4. Evaporation losses - EPL
There will not be any water in the lagoon
(EPL) during major part of the heavy
evaporation period. There will be some
evaporation during the period when there
1s water in the lagoon as in all reservoirs.
EPL being shallow the evaporation loss
will be relatively higher than in other
normal reservoirs, but substantial amount
will be available for utilisation. We have
to make use of what is available for
utilisation. We have to make use of what
is available without abandoning the
limited resources to achieve the objective.

S. Structural design of
Chundikulam spill and
embankment - EPL

In view of the failure of eastern closure
bundin 1962 elaborate investigation and
study, including subsoil condition were
carried out in 1976 and the spill and
cmbankment were designed to cater for
the site conditions. The soils and materials
laboratory of the Irrigation Dept., did the
studies and tests and the designs were
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based on the data provided by the
laboratory.

6. Spill cam causeway — EPL
The main function is to discharge the flood
run off and the use of a causeway is
secondary. However guard stones are
provided in the estimate, for convenience
of pedestrians and vehicles, specially
when the water level is fairly full - 4.00
MS.L.

7. Link channel - EPL to VL

The channel is designed for 1 on 2 %
side slope and found to be adequate as
per tests and studies in the soils
and materials laboratory of the Irrigation
Dept.

8. Monitoring of ground water
conditions

Drilling of deep bore holes on a grid
system is necessary for monitoring of
ground water resources, seasonal and long
term movement of the saline water front
along the coast, and the fluctuation of the
interface and to assess the actual storage.
Proper study of ground water conditions
could only well established by way of
deep bore hole investigations than with
the aid of shallow wells.

10 Ponds in Jaffna Peninsula
Contour survey to be carried out for all
the ponds for which plans are not
available. These plans are necessary to
compute the capacity , data for desilting
and other umprovements. A program to
desilt and improve the ponds to be
prepared and implemented in stages. This
will facilitate to utilise the precipitation
to the maximum.

11. Proposed change to fresh water
lake and development of its fisheries

Fresh water prawn are cultured in an
extensive way in the country and
substantial data is available. It is
suggested to carry out further studies to
incorporate culturing of fresh water
prawns in this project. A pilot scheme to
rare fresh water prawns may be set up
midway between the two barrages at
Thondamannaru and Ariyalai, where the
effect of salt water intrusion will be lowest
at present. The larval forms of fresh water
prawns are available locally. This wiil
go a great way in removing the fear that
chance to fresh water lake would effect
the livelihood of the present fishing
community.

12. Recharging the under ground
storage

The porous characteristics of the Jaffna
limestone with joints, cracks, and fissures
permits the percolation of rain water to
be stored under ground. The rate of
percolation along the bed of the lagoons
may be less than through the limestone
strata in other area of the Peninsula, due
to silt deposit, subsoil investigation along
the lagoon bed will reveal the degree of
compaction and the rate of percolation. If
1t is necessary recharge wells may be
constructed at suitable locations to
increase the recharge of aquifer. This
method is being adopted in Israel and
found to be effective. Water resources
available for the peninsula is limited.
Hence best use must be made use of the
available resources and suitable
techniques adopted to overcome any
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constrain and problems.
13. General and conclusion

Discussion with the villagers in
Chundikulam in 1976 revealed that they
used to send their cattle to the mainland
in the absence of pasture land in their area.
But during the short period before the
failure closure bund there was sufficient
grass along the fringe of the lagoon in this
area for cattle to feed on. This was a
substantial help and benefit to the
villagers.

During the investigation i 1976, it was
observed that grapes were culivated on
a stretch of land north of the Link Channel
(Partly Constructed). Stagnant water in
the channel was used for irrigation. (Lift).

Food and Agricultural Organisation of the
UNO (FAQ) did pre feasibility studies in
1984 on mmigating coconut trees at the
request of Coconut Cultivation Board /
Ministry. The request was made because
of the drought experienced in early
cighties and drop in the yield. The studies
revealed that rainfali had a positive effect
on the yicld. The pre feasibility suggested
number of pilot projects in the country
providing irrigation systems from ground
and surface (lift and gravity). The author
was a member of the FAO team and
handled the irrigation system. The water
in the Link Canal and upper reaches of
Vadamarachchi Lagoon will have
beneficial effect on the yield of the
Coconut trees in the area.

The benefits from the anticipated fresh

water resources created by this project are
numerous. There are two ways of
approaching a project. One is how to
implement the project and the other how
not to implement. The first one has to be
adopted early as the time is running short.
The latent benefits will be addition
contribution to the efficiency of the
Project. Some of these cannot be
quantified 1 computing the efficiency of
the project but have to bear in mind. Basic
principles, requirements, and water
resources have been carefully looked into
but improvements amendments etc. in
details are bound to arise when up dating
the proposals and as implementation
progresses.

It 1s very essential that the entire Jaffna
Lagoon Scheme , North, South and EPL
should be control by one body for efficient
management, operation, maintenance
mvestigations, tests eic. Benefits from this
scheme cannot be derived no sooner the
construction work is over. Benefits
depends entirely on the efficient operation
and manipulation of the gates,
maintenance, and good understanding and
proper co-ordination of the personnel
manning EPL and internal lagoons,
processing of test results , initiating action
for necessary investigations on results of
tests etc. Efficient control by one body
with definite instructions regarding
manipulation of gates of barrages,
regulators in the Link Canal and flood
bunds with regards to tide levels, heavy
rains and water levels in the lagoon is a
must if benefits are to be derived. A
standing order to be issued and followed
by re-same. These are more important
specially in the transition period when the
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salinity of the water in the lagoon is
approaching a limit below which the
water can be considered suitable for
irrigation and domestic uses.

Inrecent years studies, tests, rescarch, etc.
have been carried out for schemes of this
nature all over the world and great
advances have been achieved. The results
and know how have been incorporated in
the improvement to Jaffna Lagoon
scheme, to accelerate the process and
derive benefits early. Urgent and
immediate action is a must to tide over
the danger of salt water intrusion in wells
and provide the much needed fresh water
in the lagoon for cultivation and domestic
use.

After 1978, no further action was taken
to implement the project. In January 1983
Prof H.W.Thambiah Q.C. . S. Aromugam
and K. Shanmugarajah submitted a report
to his Excellency J R.Jayawardana
President of Sri Lanka, with an appeal to
mplement the scheme. This team met his
Excellency on 4th.may 1983 in his office,
to explain the scheme to him. This was
followed by a meeting to discuss and
explain the scheme to His Excellency the
President ,senior members of his Cabinet
and officials. It was decided at this
meeting to implement the scheme, but so
far nothing materialised.

COST ESTIMATES
As per Annex 3, of the book, based on
1995 rates, the tentative estimate for
Improvements to barrages , bunds, access
road , spill cum causeway and flank bund
at Chundikulam ~ Elephannt Pass

Lagoon, Link canal and structures, and
General may be about Rupees Three
Hundred and fifty million. Rs.
350,000,000.00

As per Chapter 5 , Ponds in Jaffna
Peninsula, based on 1987 rates, the
tentatrve cost estimate for desilting and
other improvements of 892 ponds may be
about one hundred and twenty five
million. RS.125,000,000.00 The cost
estimates have to be revised as per
prevailing rates at the time of
implementation of the Project.

I'am not sure when the auspicious time
will come for implementation, but it must
come before a critical stage is reached,
when most of the area will be faced with
shortage of fresh water for domestic use
and agricultural purpose.

I have been trying my best to get this
project implemented while working in the
urigation Dept. and even after 1 retired
from the Dept. in 1980 through other
sources. I have failed in my endeavour.
Hence I am documenting all the available
data relating to the project — historical,
problems, requirements, proposals,
design, construction drawings, cost
estimates, economic analysis etc. in this
book with the hope that it will as a
guideline for the future planners and
development authorities to benefit the
people of the region.

The main constraint to implement the
scheme is political, which has to be
removed. As per present political situation
in the country there is a good possibility
of peace returning to Sri Lanka and
people are living in great hope.
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SPORTS - WHITHER THE
AUSTRALIAN TAMIL

Christopher S. Sebaratnam

There are about one hundred and thirty
ethnic communities living in peace and
amity in Australia. The Sri Lankan Tamils
who immigrated into Australia mainly due
to the civil war turmoil in Sri Lanka is
one of them. Their number is in the re-
gion of fifty thousand. What is the stand-
ing of the Tamil cthnic community in the
Australian society?

In the matters of education, profes-
sion, fine arts and even disciplinary be-
haviour it is not sccond to that of any other
community. But in the matter of sports it
is deplorably below that of most of the com-
munities. Pardon me if 1 say the reason is
an overemphasis on economic pursuits and
less or no attention on the less profitable
enterprise that is sports.

“Mensana incorpore Sana” (a
sound mind in a sound body). Activism
in sports promotes good quality of life:
Physical fitness, good health, sportsman-
ship, disciplined way of life, renown, so-
cial status, self defence, mental soundness,
aesthetic body contour and opportunity for
carning immense wealth as a professional
are attendant benefits.

Sports can be classified into two
main categories namely (1) mental and (2)
physical. Games such as bridge, draughis,
chess, scrabble, ludo and carom exercise
the mind only. Games such as cricket,
soccer, tennis, badminton, basketball,
swimming, athletics and dancing exercise
the body as well as the mind. A third class
category of sports such as boxing, wres-
tling and rugby football, though exercises
the body and mind, entails violence and

therefore need to be discouraged.

Talent in sports is noticeable in the
kids and juveniles. Every child may not
have the talent in sports to attain eminence.
Nevertheless for the purpose of many of
the aforestated benefits parents have a re-
sponsibility to see that their children go
for games regularly in the evenings after
school.

Multiple factors prevent children
from cxercising regularly. “All work
(study) and no play makes Jack a dull boy”.
The goading of children by some parents
to study and study all the while, with no
opportunities to play, with the view to pres-
tigious and money spinning professions
such as doctors, engineers, lawyers and ac-
countants is depreciable. Those school
teachers who overload the students with
massive homework allowing no opportu-
nity for regular games in the evenings are
deterrent to the enhancement of sports.
Children of working parents - both work
for economic advancement - are deprived
of after-school sports sessions . A balanced
approach to their aspirations need be
adopted to provide adequate opportunities
for the chiidren to attend after-school
games.

All the children are not endowed
with extraordinary talents in sports. Only
a few of them shall possess extraordinary
talents as to emerge into eminence. They
could be identified by their school sports
masters in the routine course of after-
school games. Parents are in a better posi-
tion to catch the sports talents in their kids

53



B AU DY

SeHay 2002

and juveniles. Children who have the
potentials to excel in sports need be
groomed for intensive and specialised
training by the parents or school physical
training masters or professional coaches.

Some children who are not bright or stu-
dious in studies are found to possess ex-
ceptional talents and enthusiasm in sports.
Such children after a basic education — say
year 10 or 12 -need be trained to excel in
sports. Most of the world class sportsmen
and sportswomen such as Don Bradman
(cricket), Cathy Freeman (400 meters), Ian
Thorpe (swimming), Greg Norman (golf),
and Emil Zettabee (marathon ) are no
scholars. Nor do they have letters of title
after their names.

The cost of specialised training of a child
in any sport is well within the means of an
average income-earning parent. Self-
training in track athletics such as sprint
involves no cost at all. In every suburb
there are parks at the pleasure of such self-
trainees. It is through self-training many
a world class champions in marathon and
sprint have emerged from poverty-stricken
countries like Zimbabwe, Kenya and

Appended is the Olympic motto:

Uganda.

The Tamil Community organisations such
as Eelam Tamils Association, Sydney Uni-
versity Tainil Association, Catholic Asso-
ciation of Sydney Tamils, Tamil Coordi-
nating Committeec and NSW Federation of
Tamil Schools are, it is very much appre-
ciated, rendering significant services to the
upliftment of the Tamil community. Some
of them conduct annual sports meet on a
day or two which can hardly meet with
the objective of enbancement of sports
among the Tamil socicty. Why not each
of the organisations such as Eelam Tamils
Association, Sydney Unversity Tamil So-
ciety, Catholic Association Of Sydney
Tamils, NSW Tamil Sports Club and NSW
Federation of Tamil Schools establish
sports centres in a selected suburb and con-
duct weckend training programs for the
upliftment of sports among the Tamiis of
which the community is badly in need of.
Similar programs can be conducted by
such organisations in every state of Aus-
tralia where there is a concentration of
Tamil inhabitancy and thus enable the
Tamil youth to participate in Asian, Com-
monwealth and Olympic games in the near
future.

“The important thing in games is not to win but to take part.

The important thing in life is not the triumph but to struggle.

The essential thing is not to have conquered but to have fought well.

To spread these precepts is to build up a stronger and a more valiant and above all a
more scrupulous and more generous humanity.

The traditional date of the 1* Olympiad was 776 BC. The contests are held at various
centres since 1896. In this context the said three precepts are outdated. It is therefore

appropriate to substitute them by

“The important thing in games is to take part and win.
The important thing in life is to struggle and triumph.
The essential thing is to fight well and conquer”.
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Wedding Card

Letterhead Order of Service
Envelope Publication
Broucher Souvenir

Advertisement Poster

and any other printing service
at very competitive price.

Contact..... DAS
0425 278 816



PARK VIEW
MEDICAL CENTRE
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26!12-16 Toongabbre Road Toongabbte

= Emergency > X-Ray Services
> Women's Health - (Open 7 days next door)
> Antenatal Care >ECG
> Minor Surgery = Child Health
> Pathology blood tests > Immunisation
> Worker's compensation > Stress Management |
> In-house Physiotherapy = Allergy Tesis
Dr Jeya Chandran
Dr S T Seelan, Dr Shanthini Seelan
| Dr Anu Singanamala l

Phone : 02 9636 7757

Opening hours : Mon - Fri ...... 8am - 8pm
Sat& Sun.... 9am-4pm
-Pub.Holidays. 9am - 1pm

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



	scan0001.bmp
	scan0003.bmp
	scan0004.bmp
	scan0005.bmp
	scan0006.bmp
	scan0007.bmp
	scan0008.bmp
	scan0009.bmp
	scan0010.bmp
	scan0011.bmp
	scan0012.bmp
	scan0013.bmp
	scan0014.bmp
	scan0015.bmp
	scan0016.bmp
	scan0017.bmp
	scan0018.bmp
	scan0019.bmp
	scan0020.bmp
	scan0021.bmp
	scan0022.bmp
	scan0023.bmp
	scan0024.bmp
	scan0025.bmp
	scan0026.bmp
	scan0027.bmp
	scan0028.bmp
	scan0029.bmp
	scan0030.bmp
	scan0031.bmp
	scan0032.bmp
	scan0033.bmp
	scan0034.bmp
	scan0035.bmp
	scan0036.bmp

