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THE FEDERAL IDEA

 www.cpalanka.org

CPA, in collaborat ion with the

Forum  of Federat ions, hosted

a  t h r ee - d a y  r es i d en t i a l

course on federalism  ent it led

“ Th e  Fed e r a l  I d ea ” .   Th e

course was held from  Apr il 3 rd

- Apr il 5 th ,  in Negom bo,  and

p r o v i d ed  b a ck g r o u n d

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  f ed er a l i sm

w h i l e  ex p l o r i n g  d i f f e r en t

m o d e l s  o f  Fed e r a l

gov er nm ent .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ex p e r t s  o n

feder a l ism  ex am in ed  t h ese

issues t hrough case st udies

and par t icipat ory  sessions.

Applicat ions exceeding t hree

t im es the num ber of available

places were received. Am ong

A ternativesl

    NSIDEI

Public Interest
Litigation

ON THE 1 0 0  METRE BUFFER
ZONE

A team  of researchers from  CPA visited tsunam i

affected areas in Ham banthota, to ascertain whether

people of that  area were interested in m oving back

to their or iginal places of residence located within the

100 m eter buffer zone. CPA is considering assist ing

any interested part ies in lit igat ion,but  the idea is on

hold , considering uncertainty over buffer zone rules

and lack of clear will to prosecute on part  of affected

people int erv iewed.

On National List Nominations

W om en ,Land and the Law

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  ch o se  w e r e  p u b l i c  se r v a n t s  a n d

r ep r esen t a t i v es o f  c i v i l  socie t y  g r ou p s w h o  d ea l  w i t h

federalism  related issues but  who have not  form ally studied

the topic.
Speakers included Professor  Dav id Cam eron and t he Hon.

Bob  Rae ( Can ad a) ,  Dr.  Rek h a Sax en a ( I n d ia )  an d  Dr.

Saravanam ut t u ,  ED,  CPA Dr Rekha Saxena and
Prof David Cameron

Participants at the Workshop

the Canadian High Commissioner,Valarie Raymond Dr P.
Saravanamuttu,ED,CPA and Hon Bob Rea, Forum of Federations

http://www.sundayobserver.lk/2005/05/15/new12.html

N ATI ON AL LI ST N OMI N ATI ON S
The pet it ion f i led by  Sunanda Deshapr iya,Direct or,CPA,

challenging cer tain Nat ional List  nom inat ions t o Par liam ent

following t he Apr il 2004 General Elect ions was m ent ioned

in the Court  of Appeal on 26th of Apr il 2005 and

was postponed to 14 th July 2005, pending the disposal of

t he pet it ion f iled in t he Suprem e

Cour t  by Mr.  Ratnasir i

Wick r em an ay ak e.

Araliya Senapathi, Bhavani Fonseka and Reshma Harjani of CPA
making  presentations at the Workshop 26th May

This research conducted by the CPA, for

CARE internat ional,   focuses on the

diff icult ies wom en face in owning and

accessing land and property,  legal issues

related to the topic, the nature of land

disputes, the m odalit ies of their  resolut ion

and availabilit y  of assistance from  governm ental

and non governm ental agencies.

The draft  report  of this study was presented at

workshops in Jaffna, Bat t icaloa and Colom bo in May.

Study on Dem and Side of Child Traffick ing in the
Firew orks I ndustry

Social I ndicator was com m issioned by I LO to conduct
a survey on the dem and side of child t raff icking in the

fireworks indust ry. This study ident ifies the factors and

the labour m arket  forces that  create the dem and for
children to be exploited.The draft  report  was completed

and subm it ted to Transparency I Nternat ional (SL)  in

June.
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Staff Changes at CPA

New Faces...

W e b
ht t p: / / w w w .cpa la nk a .or g

e m a i l

cp a @cp a la n k a . o r g

 l

Rasika M Perera who

previously worked with the

Yukthiya Newspaper and

then as a copywriter,

joined the Media Unit as a

Research Assistant

Baghdad

Rohan  Edr isinha,  Dir ect or,  CPA

and Head of  Legal  Un i t ,  w as

inv i t ed  t o speak  at  t he special

session  on  Sr i  Lank a at  t he

Pr iv at e Sect or  Sum m it  on  Post -

Tsunam i Reconst r uct ion  and Rehab i l i t at ion ,  1 2 t h   M a y  at  t he Ronald

Reagan  Conv en t ion  Cen t r e,  Wash ing t on  DC.  The sum m it  w h ich  w as co-

host ed  by  t he US Cham ber  of  Com m er ce,  t he US- ASEAN Business Counci l ,

t he Asia Foundat ion  and t he Asia Societ y  w as addr essed by  for m er

Pr esiden t s Geor ge Bush  Snr.,& Bi l l  Cl in t on  & UN Under  Secr et ar y  General ,

Jan  Egeland,  Depu t y  Secr et ar y  of  St at e,

BobZoel leck  and Richar d  Holb r ook e.

The session  on  Sr i  Lank a w as chair ed  by  for m er

US Am bassador  in  Sr i  Lank a,Ash ley  Wi l ls,  and

in clu ded  p r esen t at ion s by  Am bassador  Ber n ar d

Goonet i lek e,  TAFREN chair m an  Mano Ti t t aw ela

and Rot ar ian  Jeanne Sam uels.

Mor e in for m at ion  and t r anscip t s of  t he Sum m it

ar e av a i lab le a t ht t p: / / www.asiasociet y.or g/ resources/

Pradeep Peir is,  Head of Social I ndicator,

was invited by the Cent re for the

Studies on Developing Societ ies

(CSDS) , Delhi for  the Analysis Work-

shop of the South Asian Dem ocracy

Barom eter  survey, as an analysis

expert ,1 7 th  - 2 3 rd  May ,

Cyrene Sir iwardhene, Director, CPA,

part icipated in the ASEAN People’s

Assem bly and m ade a presentat ion on

“Hum an r ights and people’s part icipat ion

in post -conflict  Sri Lanka”  at  the ASEAN

Hum an Rights Colloquium  in Manila on

the invitat ion of the Konrad Adenauer

Foundat ion from  1 0 th  – 1 5 th , May

Asanga Welikala of

the Legal Unit  joined the Office of

Const itut ional Support  of the United

Nat ions Assistance Mission in I raq

(UNAMI )  as Associate Legal Affairs

Officer Dr Saravanam ut tu, Execut ive Director,

CPA, part icipated in a conference on

the “The Future of Public Service

Broadcast ing”  organized by Art icle 19 in

collaborat ion with the Oxford

Program m e on Com parat ive Media Law

and Policy,2 4 th- 2 5 th June,London.

Bhavani Fonseka of Legal Unit

part icipated in the follow-up workshop

by the South Asia Forum  for Hum an

Rights (SAFHR)  on Combat ing Racism ,

Xenophobia and Discrim inat ion against

Ethnic Minorit ies and I ndigenous People,

held in Milan,  I taly,  1 1 th – 2 5 th  June.

Dr  Sar av an am u t t u

at t en ded  an  au t h or

m eet ing  f or  t he

f o r t h co m i n g

I n t e r n a t i on a l  I d ea

Han d b ook  on

Dem ocr acy  an d

Deep  Roo t ed

Con f l i c t

St o ck h o l m ,

1 8 t h - 1 9 t h  Ap r i l

Supun Madhusanketha who previously worked with

CMEV as an Assistant Provincial  Co ordinator ,and

Field Co-ordinator joined the Media Unit in the as a

Researcher.

S.G.Chanaka Krishantha who previously

worked with CMEV as an Province Co

ordinator of the North Central Province,

joined CPA Media Unit as a researcher.

LEFT CPA :

Sundar i De Alw is,

Kum ar av adiv el  Gur uppar an ,

Sam an Gunet h i l leka

 Reshm a Har j ani
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Unit in Focus PEACE UNIT

Fight ing
Discrim inat ion

faced by PLW As

Art icles by CPA staff and on CPA events appeared in

Daily Mirror,Daily News, Lakbim a and Dinam ina

am ong others. Dr

Saravanam ut tu cont r ibutes a

weekly colum n nam ed

"I NSI GHT" published in the

Morning Leader on

Wednesdays and to the

Lankadeepa.  Ket hesh

Loganat han,Unit  Head Peace

and Conflict  Analysis Unit ,

CPA, was a panelist  in a

Rupavahini Talk Show on “P-

TOMS and I m plicat ions for  the Peace Process”  on

,2 6 th June.

Jan Leno
,Chair
UNAIDS

Kumaravadivel Guruparan, Lilanka Botheju, Dr
P.Saravanamuttu, and Bhavani Fonseka, of CPA

8 th June  CPA hosted a discussion on HI V/ AI DS and St igm a

and Discr im inat ion faced by People Liv ing With HI V/ AI DS

(PLWHA)  .  The discussion was based on the findings of a

study com m issioned by the Asia Pacif ic Leadership Forum

( APLF)  t o m easure t he st igm a and discr im inat ion faced

by  PLWHA an d  t h e i r  f am i l i es i n  a r eas su ch  as

Em ploym ent ,  Healt hcare,  Social Life,  Educat ion and

Housing.  The aim  of t he discussion was t o address

the var ious levels of st igm a and to explore possible

ways in which it  could be m it igated if not  eradicated.

The Media Unit  Voices of

Reconciliat ion proj ect

team  at tended a two day

capacit y  building

workshop on Facilit at ion

Skills conducted by

PALTRA (Program  for

Alternat ive Training)  on

24 th and 25 th June at  the

Hum an Developm ent

Cent re at

Tholangam uwa,

Am bepussa.

Through t he workshop,

the team  recieved

t raining in the skills and

at t it udes necessary  for

effect ive facilitat ion of a

workshop, applicat ion of

adult  leaning t echniques

and use of v isual aids

and other tools in

facilit at ion and workshop

planning and organizing.

Photos from the Dialogue
Workshop on Political Parties
with IDEA,April 6th -9th

Social Indicator launched the third wave of its KAPS

survey in June 2005 Prof. Steven Finkle,(University of

Virginia) and Prof. William Mishler

(University of Arizona,)provided technical assistance

in designing the questionnaire. Prof. Mishler and Social

Indicator’s Unit Head Pradeep Peiris met twenty

individuals who are directly involved in the current

Peace Process.

To provide a thorough training

on the questionnaire as well as

the field techniques SI conducted

a three day residential workshop for a total of 79 recruited

field enumerators. In addition to the questionnaire briefing

SI invited Prof. Jayadeva Uyangoda Head of the Political

Science department (UOC) and Mirak

Raheem(CPA)respectively to deliver a talk on the role of

survey research and to provide current political analysis.

Mary Mulvihill and Melanie Brehaut were also present at

the workshop representing the Academy for Educational

Development(AED).

KAPS 2005

As a part  of the Donor Working Group Project , a field visit  to Mannar

was conducted on May 2 7 th- 2 9 th to look into the issue of conflict -
related I DPs.  The Team  consisted of Dr  Devanesan Nesiah,  Mirak

Raheem , ( Peace Un it )  Bhavan i Fonseka,  Shehana Gom ez,  Nikh i l
Narayan(Legal Unit )  and Krishnam urthy (SI ) .  The Team  m et  with a

num ber  of  st akeholders including t he GA and local governm ent
officials,the LTTE, NGOs and local community leaders. The principal issues

were the situat ion of Muslim  I DPs, Tam il refugees in I ndia and their
efforts to return to Sr i Lanka.
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Calender of Events
For more updates on latest and upcoming CPA events, visit

http://www.cpalanka.org/calendar_events.html

This free newsletter is published by the Centre for Policy Alternatives, No 24/2, 28th Lane-Off Flower Road, Colombo 7, Sri Lanka.

            Compiled by Chandrika Gadiewasam
   chandrika@cpalanka.org

(Contents of this newsletter may be reproduced and/or
re-published with due accreditation to 'Alternatives-CPA')

EVENTS  ATTENDED cont...

4

EVENTS  ATTENDED

May

April

June

 1 stSLFI  Colom bo CPA launched a “Handbook  on
Suicide  Repor t ing,”  in collaborat ion with PressWise

Trust ,  a UK based m edia ethics organisat ion.

3 rd -  5 th Negom bo, CPA in collaborat ion with the Forum

of Federat ions, hosted a three-day resident ial course on

federalism  ent it led “ The Federal I dea”. 

6 t h  – 9 t h  Negombo/Colombo D i a l o g u e  W o r k s h o p  o n
P o l i t i ca l  P a r t i e s  h o st ed  b y  CPA w i t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

I dea , a m eet ing  of  t he r esear cher s in  t he Sou t h  Asian

Reg ion  ,  i n  a  Pr og r am m e Of  Resear ch  An d  D ia l og u e

On  Po l i t i ca l  Par t ies t o  assess t h e in t er n a l  f u n ct ion in g

o f  po l i t i ca l  par t ies an d  in t r a- par t y  dem ocr acy.

1 2 th  SLFI  The Federal I dea (available in English, Sinhala

and Tam il) , the form er edited by Lionel Guruge of CPA and

the Sinhala t ranslat ion of Asanga Welikala’s Fiscal and

Financial  Arrangem ents in a Federal Sri Lanka all  pub-

lished by CPA, were released to the public in a Book

Launch.

1 8 th  Post a l Audit or ium , Kandy .  Opening cerem ony of

t he "Vibhasha"  Kandy Regional Center.

2 6 th  Workshop on Wom en’s Access to and Ownership of

Land and Property,  CPA with CARE internat ional.

2 9 t h  –  Ju n e  1 st  . I n  co l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h   Wo r l d  Ba n k

I n st i t u t e , SL, a  t h r ee day   W o r k sh o p  o n  Fr e e d o m  o f
I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  M a ss M e d i a  i n  Sr i  La n k a .

8 t h   d i scu ssion  on  H I V / A I D S a n d  St i g m a  a n d  D i s-

cr im in a t io n  f a ce d  b y  Pe o p le  Liv in g  W i t h  H I V  a n d

AI D S ( PLW H A)  .

9 t h  - 1 0 t h   N e g om b o .  I n  co l labor at ion  w i t h  UNDP,  CPA

h ost ed  a   Rou n d t ab le  on  t h e  Ro le  Of  Par l i am en t s I n

Con f l i ct  An d  Post - Con f l i ct  Si t u at ion s I n  Asia .

9th  April Ket hesh  Loganat han ,  head  of  Peace and  Con -

f l ict  Analy sis Un i t ,  ser v ed as a panel ist  in  a Panel  Dis-

cu ssion  on  “ T h e  Se cu r i t y  a n d  H u m a n i t a r i a n  Si t u -
a t ion  in  t h e  Ea st  –  I m p l ica t ion s f o r  t h e  Ea st ”  o r -

gan ized  by  t h e Rot ar y  An n u al  Con v en t ion .

1 7 th April  Dr  Saravanam ut tu was the key note speaker

at  the New Year luncheon m eet ing of the Standing

Com m it t ee of Tam il Speak ing People ( SCOT)  London.He

spoke on “The Tam ils Right  to Self Determ inat ion”

1 8 - 1 9 t h  Ap r i l  D r  Sar av an am u t t u  a t t en d ed  an  au t h o r

m eet in g  on  t h e f o r t h com in g  I n t er n at ion a l  I dea Han d -

b o o k  o n  D e m o c r a c y  a n d  D e e p  Ro o t e d  Co n f l i c t ,

S t o ck h o l m , Sw ed en .

1 9 t h  Ap r i l .  Ket h esh  an d  Mi r ak  at t en ded  a b r ief in g  by

US Ass t  Se c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  ( So u t h  As i a )  Ch r i s t i n a

Rocca at  t h e o f f icia l  r e- open in g  o f  t h e Am er ican  Cen -

t r e  Lib r ar y

1 2 t h  M a y  Roh an  Ed r isin h a,  D i r ect o r,  CPA,  w as

inv i t ed  t o  speak  at  t he specia l  session  on  Sr i  Lank a

at  t h e Pr iv at e Sect or  Su m m i t  on  Post -Tsu n am i

Recon st r u ct ion  an d  Reh ab i l i t a t ion  at  t h e Ron ald

Reag an  Conv en t i on  Cen t r e ,  Wash in g t on  DC.

1 7 t h   – 2 3 r d  M a y , Delh i .  Pradeep Pei r is,  Head of

Socia l  I nd icat or,  was inv i t ed  b y  t he Cen t r e f or  t he

St u d ies on  Dev elop in g  Socie t ies ( CSDS) ,  Delh i  f o r

t h e An aly sis Wor k sh op  o f  t h e Sou t h  Asian  Dem oc-

r acy  Bar om et er  su r v ey  ,  as an  an a ly sis ex per t

2 1 st - 2 7 t h  May Nish an t h a Hew av i t h an e,  Resear ch er  at

Socia l  I n d icat or  par t icipat ed  in  a r esiden t ia l  workshop

on “ Social Theory”,  organized by the ACS Hameed foundat ion in

collaborat ion w it h t he Universit y of  Peradeniya

10 t h –15 t h May  Cyrene Sir iwar dhene, Director,  CPA, par t ici-

pated in t he ASEAN People’s Assembly and made a presentat ion

on “ Human r ight s and people’s par t icipat ion in post -conf lict  Sr i

Lanka”  at  t he ASEAN Human Rights Colloquium in Manila on the

invit at ion of  t he Konrad Adenauer Foundat ion f rom

Ju n e  2 0 0 5  Asanga Wel ik ala of  t he Legal  Un i t  j o ined

t he Of f ice o f  Const i t u t ional  Suppor t  o f  Un i t ed  Nat ions

Assist an ce Mission  in  I r aq  ( UNAMI )  as Associat e Legal

Af f a i r s Of f i cer

1 1 th – 2 5 th  June Milan, I taly. Bhavani Fonseka of Legal Unit

part icipated in the follow-up workshop by the South Asia

Forum  for Hum an Rights (SAFHR)  on Com bat ing Racism ,

Xenophobia and Discr im inat ion against  Ethnic Minor it ies and

I ndigenous People

2 4 th- 2 5 th June , London,UK Dr Saravanam ut tu,  Execut ive

Director,  CPA, part icipated in a conference on the “The

Future of Public Service Broadcast ing”  organized by Art icle

19 in collaborat ion with the Oxford Program m e on

Com parat ive Media Law and Policy.

2 2 nd  June. Cyrene Sir iwardhane, Director,  CPA m ade a

presentat ion on  Local Governance and Conflict  – at  the

I nternat ional Developm ent  Research Cent re ( I DRC)  for  t he

Canada/ I TDG Consult at ion on Post -Tsunam i Research

issues.

2 4 th   June  Cyrene Sir iwardhane spoke on Hum an r ights

and W om en at   the Nat ional Com m it tee on Wom en

(NCW) / CENWOR Workshop on the Nat ional Plan of Act ion

on Wom en.

Ja n a m a d h y a w e d e e n g e

Aar ak sh aw a  Mag ap en w eem  -

S i n h a l a

Su i c i d e

Sen s i t i v e

Jo u r n a l i sm ,

En g l i sh

Pederalwadaya - the Sinhala

Version of the Forum of

Federations Newsletter-

available free of charge and

in electronic format

The Federal Idea -

English,  Sinhala

and Tamil

The Draft report of CPAs study on Women's

Access to Land and Property too was printed in

limited edition in June 2005

Moot Poin t  Vol  7

Leg a l  Rev iew
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