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1.Susan Schibanoff ‘Taking the gold out of Egypt’ & (peliemeussi

The only phenomenon which, in all parts of the world, seems to be linked with the
appearance of writing... is the establishment of hierarchical societies, consisting of
masters and slaves and where one part of the population is made to work for the other
part... And when we consider the first uses to which writing was put, it would seem
clear that it was connected first and foremost with power... exercised by some men
over other men and over worldly possessions.

(Claude Levi-Strauss)
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pemareysmis Cals (Puhssl BaraCThaflL®mbha. Siflmal o L anidhEL 6l
Uaifés mreosmisamen BOLL LweNeoens. LsHHEmSeT oppid &ehdlenasser et
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Implicit in this self-excuse by source
is the threat that the written texts of anti-
feminism are ‘fixed’: they are autonomous
entities that may be neither altered nor
discontinued. The female reader is to
understand, then, that when writers must
choose between pleasing her and
venerating the written traditions of anti-
feminism created by wise men of the past
and noble ancient philosophers,
patriarchy has first claim on their loyalty.
(pg223. - Feminist Readings in Middle
English Literature: Edited by Ruth Evans
and Lesley Johnson)
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Christine de Pisan did likewise and found
it just hard to reconcile what she heard
from them with the written opinions of
male authorities on women’s base and
immoral character. If one of the mainsprin
gs which motivated Christine’s rereadings
was the conflict between what she heard
from women and what she read by men,
then perhaps it is well for us to remember
that modern feminist oral traditions have
a vital role to play in the otherwise
intellectual and literate act of rereading,
reading as women.
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