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Forward |

This booklet comes to your hand with so much literary values.
This is one book of a series called ‘Enduring Mothers’.

This booklet remarks the new era of the literature lineage of the
poor Sri Lankans. There is only a few portion of the life of the writer
portrayed in this context. It is only a tiny portion of her experience. It
is the little how she could write.

We have read biographies. Mostly the persons belong to elite
class had been painted in those books. Every biography written by
classic writers or by self of the elites of the society lived contemporary.
Those works helped much to the society to get shaped of our lives
absorbing the essence of them.

But these stories reveal you only a small bit of the struggle of
their lives for survival of these writers. I cannot say how and in what
way you embrace the essence of these lives. Anyhow these are our
folk lives. They are our own folk who work hard and painstakingly in
Sri Lankan society. I Think When thousands of mothers have an
opportunity to feel a bit of sense of sadness and distress ness of the
lives of these writers would be enormously pleasant for the first time in
their lives.

These writers have never had this type of an effort. I think this
new effort would be a step towards a literature of poor continuously
compiling.

It was the learned people who created or yarned the characters
from the short stories or in novels and sometimes the characters



nourished the main character in biographies that we had read. They
are writers or authors. They are much heard. But the main character

of this book belongs to the writer. She is a member of the lower.

segment of this Sri Lankan socio-economic society.

Late Professor Sirisena Thilakarathna wrote ....there is a
conspicuous lacuna in the development literature’ in a forward to the
‘Real Voices in Development’ (1998) that was compiled by me. I
think this series of books ‘Enduring Mothers’ would help to fill this
lacuna up to a certain extent.

Our effort is to encourage mothers of this socio-economic
segment that represent the writer to write such small stories and to
promote their reading. I think that the mothers who struggle for survival
get the opportunity to understand the heart beat of this writer and
make her a member of their homes. I was careful to do nothing to the
context or to the pattern or the grammar unless necessarily changeable.
The responsibility of the context is on writer.

I would like to offer my special thank to Mr. R.A Rathnasiri the
proprietor of Vihanga Graphic is always with us considering the Printing
Work of the Women’s Bank as a duty.

Mrs Deepika Nilangani,

Mrs Bodhipali Samarakoon,

Miss Anusha Thambirajha,

Mrs K. Sirimathie are the members of the Women’s Bank on one
hand and on the other hand they worked as a team to translate, to
edit and to line up the stories according to its significance. My sincere
thanks to them.

Mr Justin Keppetiyagama, a consultant of the Women’s Bank assisted
us in translations and making constructive comments for improvement.

I'thank Miss Sujani Priyangika Thiranagama a daughter of a Women’s
Bank member did the Tamil computerization and Miss S. Apsara
Dilrukshi a member of Women’s Bank and a Member of the Auditing
Committee of the Bandaranayaka Pradeshikaya for her Sinhala
computer work.

Finally I pay my gratitude to all mothers who converted their sweat
and tears into words and placed carefully on these valuable documents-
willing to reveal those words to the world.

Nandasiri Gamage.
27" JUNE, 2004.
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The darkness remains until the moon shine.

IamM.G.Sisiliya. I was born on the 4th August 1961 in Kandy
Hospital. Name of my village is Veligodapola situated close to the
Town of Hatharaliyedda , Kandy. My parents had only a small piece
of land. We lived in a small hut in that land. T have three brothers and
Lhree sisters, four including me. We all nine people lived in this small

ut....

My father did not have a permanent job for our living. He did

some farming and odd labour jobs to earn the family expenses. My
parents. could not afford our education and feeding. I could go only to
Grade iv and began to help my mother in the house matters.

When I was grown up my parents wanted to give me in.

marriage. My parents could not find a youth from a well- to-do family -

as they were poor. One day a youth came to our hut with a proposal
to marry me. My parents, after talking to him gave their consent to
marry him. He was good. He is my husband now. He is M.P.Somadasa.

My husband is a villager of Kimbulvana -Oya in the District of
Kurunegala. This village is situated in Ibbagamuwa Divisional
Secretariat Area. After the marriage we put up a small mud thatched
cgttage at an end of his parents land and settled down. We weré
given a small piece of paddy land with a one bushal capacity by his
parents to cultivate for our living. We two worked on this land together.
The income we got from this was not sufficient to live. Therefore we
two went for labour work in addition to cultivation. But we could not
save any money for the future. As the time went on we got three
children. All are girls. The name of the elder daughter Thushari
Jeewanthi Menikpura. Second daughter Chamila Dihani Menikpura

and the youngest is Vishaka Rohini Menikpura. Now the number of
members in our family are five. The money we earned was not sufficient
for food, clothing, education and medicine. Therefore we had to face

various problems for survival.

The signs of fortune seem to be changing in our life style with the
news of selection of our family as a Mahaweli Land beneficiary family.
We were very pleased about this opportunity.

We were counting our fingers till the day comes to go to
Mahaweli as land beneficiaries. The time passed. The specific day
came. It was May, 22 1988. We got alorry to transport our belongings.
We were given a bus to go there. We set off to Mahaweli System in

this bus.

We settled down in Nuwaragala Unit in Mahaweli ‘C’ system.
Nuwaragala is situated by the side of the Mahaweli River. It was a
forest land with full of wild elephants, bears, deer, sambur etc. And
also it was a paradise for poisonous serpents. We were subject to
endless attacks from mosquitoes and other insects. We knew only a
small group of people. We did not know others. Malaria did not desert
us. It remained with us as our blood relatives. Within two to three
weeks in Mahaweli we were contemplating thousand times to run away
from this area. But what else can do? My husband and myself decided
to bear up all these difficulties for the sake of the future of our children.

We received half an acre of land cash crops and one hectare for
paddy cultivation. We putup a small cottage and settled down there.
My husband and myself commenced the war of cultivation having
cherished thousands of hopes for the future in our hearts. We worked
hard during the day, during the night, under the heat, under therain and



wind. As we worked hard with dedication using our full force both
mental and physical we could complete the cu]g vation of the entir:

paddy land within a period of one year. We cultivated banana coconlu:
mango, cashew, vegetable and miscellaneous Crops in our horr;e garde ’
As our sole target was to build our future, we managed our ex;ens;

very cautiously. My husband is a very good fellow. He refrained from

all sorts of vices such as takin g liquor and smoking. We two did not

have i
Ve any unnecessary expenses. As we lived a simple life we could
minimize our expenses.

Our egonqmy did not improve although we tried hard with a

§reat determination and dedication. Our economy collapsed day by

| h;}; 1Eveg we had tfo mortgage a part of our paddy land. We became
€ss because of this. I decided to go abroad fora j i

Job to replenish

Ol;r collapsed econom}./. With the help of assister ( my sister was vf/)orking

abroad and sent me tickets) of mine I could go abroad. I could not

| pta)ly out my erts due to my low wages during two years of work
-abroad. Again we were there as we were.

We did not give up our effort. We trie i
‘ecpnomically like poor kids who fall agefna:ilr(lidt r;egcailitr(l) S\t;llr;ldtu .
rr.usfortunel Our efforts were, like trying to stop the wind b&/ a neat1 /:
big storm comes daily to harm and destroy our economy and Iiv.e
We could not go forward even an inch. We felt that the inhumas.
mfluence have aimed on poor severely to gulp down and to destrol‘l
Es. We are pushed on to the top of the ladder of poverty. We arz

umans live on paddy cultivation. I should mention here some basi
fgctors that l.ed to the collapse of our economy. Seed prices are \iies y
‘]j;%;I.hTihg Q{z‘;lceé of pesticide, chemicals, insecticide and fertilizers arrZ
ver reai i.no af; ; a:,es orll1 ploughm g, preparation of field for cultivatiof
. gare very hi gh Compulsory food items that we have to
Y orour survival are rising day by day fearfully. Some more money
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is needed to bear the expenses of education, medicine, traveling and
to pay taxes. And also there are many more expenses. We have only
one income source to cover all these expenses. That is the piece of
paddy land of one hectare we got from the Government. Still we did
not get a fair price for our harvest. Our income is stagnating on the
same point. But the expenditure goes up very rapidly. The time has
come to die in hunger forgetting and leaving aside building a future for
our children and even their right of living. Cherishing thousands of
hopes and aspirations although we shed our blood, tears and sweat
until our whole bodies get wasted struggling with the earth it is crystal
clear everything will be in vain.These treacherous, cunning, cheating
ghosts who shed crocodile tears on behalf of farmers are telling us
that they have provided all the benefits for the farmers. What we have
to say is that these villain rulers have completed the basic task of
murdering the farmer community. It is fearful to think even what would
be the fate of the farmer who live on farming when the rulers are
activating to ruin the farmers instead of bring their economy up. Rulers
have no problems. They get the salary weather they worked or not,
rained or not. They get a pension or a charity pay after five or six
years even spent the time lying and harassing people. They are the
people who send the prices up. By sending the prices up, they increase
their own salaries. They obtain all perks. Their wives and children are
not in hunger. The children live in hunger are ours. Itis we who are in
disaster. I am submitting this screaming appeal of lamenting exclamation
before the country. Our lamenting is not heard by them. They are
dumb. They are deaf. They do not see or hear our grievances. They

are dumb.

We are looking with eyes full of tears, pressing heads with two

hands at the empty wind that is carrying our aspirations and all hopes
away from us by our rulers. It should be the ‘notrice eating people’
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who try to destroy us, who produce rice to the country. It is the
summary of the experience of the tragedy of our lives contains in this
story. It is the continuous lamenting of disastrous fate targeted at our
farming lives. Our paddy land was mortgaged to bring up our children
ata time of economic pressure was pressing on our family. We had to
feed our children by getting loans on highrate of interest such as 15 %
- 20%. We were pressed by the indebtedness. We were cornered
with the burning economic flames. Even today we are at the bottom
of this crisis. It is a big question for my husband and me of facing the
future affairs of our children. It is difficult to think about the future
even through a dream. I know it is not only me, how many people are

there trapped this snare tragedy. Even my husband can not work in

the paddy field like those days. I too not in good health. Even in this
moment while I am writing this document I take medicine. Ghosts and
dark shadows of economic crisis are haunting very often around us.
Sending these evil elements to haunt before the poor seem to be a
jolly good play for these ghosts. It is fatal for us. There is no fair price
for our measure of paddy. We will have a small relief if we getahigh
price for the measure of rice while the prices of pesticide and fertilizer
go up. Otherwise the prices of inputs should bring down. To whom
we tell these things?

My husband and I can not afford our children’s education and
clothing. Therefore two of my children got jobs in garment factories
at Katunayaka. My husband does not like it. But what to do? This is
an unfortunate thing for us and our children. [ am very sorry for my
children. I brought them up like blossoming flower buds with keen
supervision. We had to sell our just grown children for two unworthy
cents to foreign garment companies. They are too small for work.
Their body will not grow. They become malnourish and skinny. They
sweat too much in this growing period. They suffer day and night.
Recently one of my children came home from her garment factory.

5

She said “ Ma my hands and legs are paining. Whole body is paining.
We work standing all the day long. Nothing to do here at horpe. What
my mother and father can do?”” My heart is burning whgn my mnpcent
children say like this. Why god we are suffering like this. The children
in rich families are not suffering like this. They have enough food aqd
drink and live in joy. They get all treasures they wish. They travel in
luxurious vehicles. They get higher education. They do not feel how
do the poor suffer. We are not angry with these children. We are not
jealous of them. All children are children. But we are worried about
sufferings and grievances of our children. Why are we poor. Some
people say it is our fate. But my idea is this is not our fate. The rulers
are not activated to provide us a fair price to our paddy. They have
paved the way to black marketers to measure and grab our paddy
harvest on unworthy amount. Prices of all inputs go up gradually gnd
continuously. They increase all prices of buying commodities.. We think
all these are dirty works of rulers, rich people and paddy mill owners

are doing together.

As a Poor I have a little relief because of the small group system.
We do not posses money very often. But we fell ill. We have nee(.is of
our children. Visitors come to our homes. Funerals, weddings, fesuyals
things such as exploiting the poor. Bribing, thieving, lying, chs:atmg,
opportunitism, selfishness, extremism, fighting for power, fighting for
wealth, inhumanity, production of arms, selling and buying qf arms,
invasion of countries, breaking countries into pieces, pushing the
countries into the destruction, exploiting the poor countries by wea.lthy
countries. The rulers and various powerful elites are doing those th1r’1gs
and for the public show are laying foundation stones to sky scraping
temples, declare opening them, keeping flower baskets on their heads,
lighting candles and joss tics.



When we can see a justifiable, humanitarian, truthful society?
Should we be subject to the cheating of these liars anymore. There
can be this unjustifiable society until we construct a society where we
canlive as equals. These liars do not have a religion. They do not have’
a doctrine. They do not consider good and bad. They do every thing
to cheat the people. To deceive the people for their benefit and profit.

How do we think of a future for our children if this is the existing
system? The truth would not come out from the liars even if the crows
become white. I would like to mention here in pain that we have to
activate looking all the three periods past, present and future. The
darkness remains until the moon shine.

- The End -
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