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Forward

This booklet comes to your hand with so much literary values.
This is one book of a series called ‘Enduring Mothers’.

This booklet remarks the new era of the literature lineage of the
poor Sri Lankans. There is only a few portion of the life of the writer
portrayed in this context. It is only a tiny portion of her experience. It
is the little how she could write.

We have read biographies. Mostly the persons belong to elite
class had been painted in those books. Every biography written by
classic writers or by self of the elites of the society lived contemporary.
Those works helped much to the society to get shaped of our lives
absorbing the essence of them.

But these stories reveal you only a small bit of the struggle of
their lives for survival of these writers. I cannot say how and in what
way you embrace the essence of these lives. Anyhow these are our
folk lives. They are our own folk who work hard and painstakingly in
Sri Lankan society. I Think When thousands of mothers have an
opportunity to feel a bit of sense of sadness and distress ness of the
lives of these writers would be enormously pleasant for the first time in
their lives.

These writers have never had this type of an effort. I think this
new effort would be a step towards a literature of poor continuously
compiling,

It was the learned people who created or yarned the characters
from the short stories or in novels and sometimes the characters



" nourished the main character in biographies that we had read. They
are writers or authors. They are much heard. But the main character
of this book belongs to the writer. She is a member of the lower
segment of this Sri Lankan socio-economic society.

Late Professor Sirisena Thilakarathna wrote °....there is a
conspicuous lacuna in the development literature’ in a forward to the
‘Real Voices in Development’ (1998) that was compiled by me. I

think this series of books ‘Enduring Mothers’ would help to fill this

lacuna up to a certain extent.

Our effort is to encourage mothers of this socio-economic
segment that represent the writer to write such small stories and to
promote their reading. I think that the mothers who struggle for survival
get the opportunity to understand the heart beat of this writer and
make her a member of their homes. I was careful to do nothing to the
context or to the pattern or the grammar unless necessarily changeable.
The responsibility of the context is on writer.

I would like to offer my special thank to Mr. R.A.Rathnasiri the
proprietor of Vihanga Graphic is always withus considering the Printing
Work of the Women’s Bank as a duty.

Mrs Deepika Nilangani,

Mrs Bodhipali Samarakoon,

Miss Anusha Thambirajha,

Mrs K.Sirimathie are the members of the Women’s Bank on one
hand and on the other hand they worked as a team to translate, to
edit and to line up the stories according to its significance. My sincere
thanks to them.

W Justin K(T,ppetiyagama, aconsultant of the Women’s Bank assisted
us in translations and making constructive comments for improvement.

I thank Miss Sujapi Priyangika Thiranagama a daughter of a Women’s
B?mk mefmber did the Tamil computerization and Miss S. Apsara
Dilrukshi a member of Women’s Bank and a Member of the Auditing

Committee of the Bandaranayaka Pradeshikaya for her Sinhala
computer work.

Finally I pay my gratitude to all mothers who converted theif sweat
aqd Fears into words and placed carefully on these valuable documents
willing to reveal those words to the world.

Nandasiri Gamage.
27" JUNE, 2004.
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May you have the blessings of Buddha!

My name is A.M.Kirimenika. I am 42 years old. I was born on
22 November, 1960.

My dear mothers and fathers. I thank you all from the bottom
of my heart before writing this story.

\I hope to write this story as I can remember There may be lot
of mistakes. Please forgive me such mistakes as I have studied up to
grade five.

When we were small my parents lived in ‘Nelliya’. When we
lived there we received land from Hakwatuna scheme. Then [ was
about six years old. Our parents leaving us with kiriamma (Grand
mother) have gone for cultivating that land and after about two years
we were also taken there. Those days houses were built in fields and
settled down. Subsequently the government constructed houses in
separate lands. Our village is called ‘Bogollayaya’. In these lands we
cultivated coconut, plantain, green gram, cowpea and kurakkan etc;
We also grew new yams. Although we received paddy fields we could
cultivate only one season. Our parents tried best to feed us. There
were four daughters and four sons in our family. My sister and myself
were twins. I was an asthma patient from my child hood. My parents
suffered a lot to save my life.

We had to walk about two miles to school. Those days there
were no transport facilities. Unlike today we had to use slates and
slate pencils for writing. When slates get broken we were punished by
teachers. Those days teachers were very tough, not like today. They
caned us very often. Both my akka (elder sister) and myself were
admitted to the same class. It was said that I was neglecting class
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" work and staying with akka. After two years we were separated in to
two classes. Yet my going to akka’s class could not be prevented. I
have not studied but stayed with akka.

Those days we were inseparable even we fall aside. Sickness
come to us simultaneously. I can remember I search my akka when
she was not to be scene. She also did the same. That is how we spent
the time.

In our family there were not elderly males. We had to assistin
home work look after cattle. Father went for his work in the field. He
also did labour work. Mother had to go to textile queues early in the
morning to buy cloths for us. Those days there were food stamps.
Mother had to go to bread queue also. We suffered a lot those days.

One day sister and myself went to the canal for bath. I was
drifted away in the canal. The sister has screamed, and an uncle who
was bathing near by has saved me. Again after two years time I have
fallen into the well and have screamed clinging on to a brick while I
emerged from water once. Then my mother and father have come
and taken me from the well. At the time the well had been full of
water.  have faced a number of similar incidents.

Those days we went for relief programmes. We had to suffer a
lot. We had to carry basket full of earth on our heads. We had to eat
‘rotty’ made of wheat flour or kurakkan flour. One day I kicked the
plate of maniok.

On 25 January, 1981 both my sister and myself got married. I
spent three years in my husbands’ home. My husband’s elder brother
had a piece of land. He asked us to build a house there and live. We
built a house and settled down there. During the period we lived there
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I got three children. They were affected with wounds on their feet. It
trook a considerable time to get them cured. :

My husband did not have a permanent job. He made our living
by breaking metal. He had no time to take children to doctor. Ifhe
does not go for work he looses his daily wage. Breaking metal is not
a simple work. Itis so hard. Therefore I take the children to the doctor.

Although we were so poor we did not have food stamps. I
went to the government agent’s office to obtain food stamps. Food
stamps given for children were less than Rs 25/=.

We did not stay in village for long after the marriage. We would
have stayed ther for about 7 to 8 years. Then we received lands from
Mahaweli ‘C’ system. We had to apply and work hard to obtain
those lands. We had to wait there about one and half years after
submission the application. The approval for land was received on 22
June 1988. When we came to Mahaweli it was a thick forest. We had
nothing earned when we came to Mahaweli lands. We brought only
Rs 375/=.

My husband loaded the lorry to come to Mahaweli. He did not
have anyone to accompany him. Therefore I went to my home and
came with my father. Then it was about 8 o’clock in the night. I still
remember when I went to call up my father I left my ten months old
infant at home alone.

After about one year I also came to Mahaweli with my two
children. But that time Nuwaragala paddy lands have not been
cultivated. Paddy cultivation was started after my coming in 1989.
We did not have even a buffalo or a tractor. We cultivated the land
only using the mamotee. Tractor were brought there after sometime.
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The land extent that we received was less. Our paddy field has been
encroached by the owner of the adjoining field. We contacted

Mahaweli officers and got the land problem settled. Even todaythis

adjoining land owner is angry with us. We cultivated for about three
years successfully. Thereafter within two crops we could buy a bicycle.
Thereafter the building materials for the house were brought and then
foundation was laid. My husband and myself manufactured bricks.
Thereafter we could not do our cultivation work.

My husband got a fever when he engaged in work. Similarly
we could not attend to farming for two to three seasons.

We had to treat him as possible as we could. Ultimately he
asked us to leave him to die. Yet he said not to use money that we had

to use for cultivation for his sake. However we could treat and get him
cured.

I told him somehow or other I get him cured I get him cured
even by begging. With my effort I could keep him alive for 8 to 10
years. By this time three children were attending to school. My
husband’s punchiamma (mother s sister) was keeping one child and
looking after her education. When my husband was not well T used to
visit her once in two to three months. We came to Nuwaragala keeping

that daughter with his punchiamma. By that time schools have not

been opened in Mahaweli area. She got through grade five scholarship
exam. Thereafter she was admitted to Maliyadewa Maha Vidyalaya
in Kurunegala.

It was a matter for rejoice for poor people like us get a child
admitted to school like this. My daughter has written for the A/Level
examination. She has written twice. As she has not scored enough

marks to go to the University she will take up the exam again. Even
we do not have money to give her for education.

As I said earlier my husband is not well for 8 to 10 years. Now
he helps us in work with difficulty. I write this story as Ican remember.

- We did not receive any help from his family. However despite
his illness we could harvest and keep our paddy lands without

mortgaging.

My husband always advised me not to get indebted. We spent
a desperate life. I borrowed to get his life saved. Meantime we got
great hope for our village. I believe you all know about this.

This hope was Women’s Bank. Ms Ariyawathie and
Karunawathie introduced the group system to us. I remember that
day very well.

We were inculcated about the group system at the # 1 house at
Nuwaragala. Another day we all gathered to # 152 house by the
village tank. Thereafter we were called for general meeting and guided
us to how to implement this programme. We were told that these
group should consist of poor women living in close proximity. The
group was advised to appoint three office bearers consisting of the
leader, President and the Secretary. Group should include 5 to 15
members. They should build up trust among themselves and should
meet once a week. We decided to hold our meeting at 1 p.m. on
every Tuesday. On that day each member should save Rs 5/=
compulsorily.

We organized a ‘rice seettu’ as a work of our group. Our Honorable
Nandasiri Gamage guided us how we should go forward and also
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instructed us to have a welfare programme. Even you live in far away
city in Colombo we appreciate this worthy programme which is

similarly like spreading the incense of a ‘Manel’ (Lilies) flower has

gone in to the depth of our hearts. It has helped thousands of thousands
of poor women who were desperately miserable.

By this time I was able to get my mortgaged paddy field
redeemed, helped my husband, educate my children, and built up our
house. Further we have obtained furniture and equipments for the

house. This is not a programme that is not limited to Nuwaragala. The

incense of this programme has already spread to entire Mahaweli
system ‘C’ area and other villages. It has become a island wide
programme.

In my group I saved compulsory savings of Rs 5/= and additional
savings as and when we can. Initially we borrowed Rs 100/= and
repeated it thrice. Then the loan amount was raised to Rs 250/= and
again to Rs 500/=. Following this method we understand the system
of loan transactions gradually. We continued this system for 8 months.
Thereafter we continued loan transactions systematically with a good

understanding and building trust in Nuwaragala Bank Branch. Loan .

amount increased systematically. However our loan interest rate is
somewhat high.

As now I am at a higher loan stage, we expect to do lot of
things including redeeming mortgaged paddy land, and construction
of house. However due to illness of my husband is severely suffering.
I am sorry to write all these things when my children and I are in a
destitute situation. But all these are part of my autobiography.

Previously we did our cultivation work alone. Now other
neighbors also assist us. We do not hire paid laborers. We help each
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other. However due to the illness of my husband [ am severely affected.
I am highly worried and also neglect the cultivation work.

Now we have started the ‘Subhani’ deposit scheme. Now there
is an emergency loan application form signed and always ready at the
Bank Branch. All these are for our benefit.

There may be lot of shortcoming in this story. Due to the
unhealthy condition of my husband I am unable to concentrate in this
writing. Please excuse me for my mistakes if any.

Once our Bank Branch collapsed and the membership reduced
to 35. Then the Nawagahaela Leaders intervened. They requested
Jayanthi to take the leadership of Nuwaragala without fear. If she was
not appointed the leader there would not be a bank branch today.
Today we the people of Nuwaragala aught to write these things. Thanks
to our architect, Hon Nandasiri Gamage, we who were cornered in
the kitchen are in a position to come forward and take lead in any
social activity. I thank Hon Jayanthi Mallika who saved our programme
when it was about to be collapsed and all other leaders who help to
take the programme forward.

This is how my group ‘Sumudu’ was formed. S.Wasanthi
Pushpakumari was the first leader appointed to our group ‘G 4°.
Secretary was Nandawathie. There weree 13 members including the
President A.M.Kirimenika. It was formed on 28" January, 1997 at
the house # 1.

During the period this group was formed my house was in the
stage of wall construction. By that time I had some money for payment
of labour. As that money was not enough I had to borrow from my
group. Labour payments could be settled with that money. We were
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living a very miserable life. I have borrowed at 20 % interest to treat
my husband. We could not settle the loans even by selling the crop of
the field.

However I did not mortgage our paddy land. I borrowed and
settled the loans. According to doctors one of the kidneys and the
liver of my husband are not functioning properly. I have thousands of
things to write. But how can I write.

I started onion cultivation with the hope of completing the house.
Then my children were small. Son was not in a position to assist his
father. But during last two years he is assisting his father. Now the son
and myself are working in our paddy lands without renting them.

Until walls of my old house collapsed I could not commence
the roof work of the new house. It happened so as we did not geta
fair price for our onion crops. When the roof of my house collapsed
the leader of my group obtained a loan package for me from the bank
branch. Using that loan money I could construct two rooms. Still I
have only those two rooms. We do not have even akitchen. Now I
am fully economically collapsed. When we went to the new house my
group had the first anniversary. My group celebrated its first anniversary
at my house.

Similarly we suffered a lot without water. We dug two wells to
obtain water. Then my sons were small. After digging about two furlongs
work is stopped due to difficulties. Again it is commenced about two
days time. Sons could not help us as they were small. Those walls
were collapsed. Because the workers did not get pay due to financial
difficulties we had. However the next well was properly constructed.
My leader instructed me to apply for a loan package. By that time I

have settled a loan of Rs 6000/=. The balance to be paid was Rs
7000/=. Then the leader of the bank branch told me that a member of
a group needs a loan sometime later and I was told to come with my
leader to give that loan to me. My leader also agreed to do this’
transaction and got the loan. I completed the construction work of the
well using Rs 7000/= from this loan. I am doing these things for the
sake of my children.

I thank honestly to the leaders of my bank branch and my group
and members and the other leaders.

We discussed to complete our kitchen after the completion of
the well in this season. Then my husband again fell ill. It was only my |
effort carried the burden so long. I have no other source to get a loan.
I have taken a large number of loans from the Women’s Bank. T have
taken loans from ‘Suhada’ Death Donation Society also. Loans taken
have to be settled. From 4™ August, 2002 to day my husband was
given blood thrice. Nine pints of blood have been given by now. When
once admitted to hospital he is discharged after 7 or 8 days. AboutRs
2000/=to Rs 3000/= have to be spent for one trip. When the income
earner fall ill what can the dependant do? I cannot believe what can
be done. Happiness is not known to me. Are there any others like us
in this world? I am happy only when I go to the group meeting. I am
the President of the Auditing Committee of the Nuwaragala Women’s
Bank Branch. I have given my resignation from that position. It is
difficult (traveling) me to attend to that work. I write all my problems
and destituteness. However my children are not isolated at
Nuwaragala. That is because of my Women’s Bank. I have taken
maximum loans from it. T have borrowed from the boutique that do
transactions. I am desperate and helpless.

D/1 Farmer organization asked me to write to voluntary
organizations as they help. On January 1* my husband’s position was



deteriorated and taken to hospital. I asked my children to prepare a
letter. Yet they do not know how to write. We had a faithful malli (A
brother) called Priyantha. He said there is a capable person for that.
He said he will contact that ‘Ayya’ ( way of addressing a elder person
[means elder brother] ) and asked me to go to hospital. I returned
home from hospital at about 3.30 p.m. I received a message from the
Farmers Organization. I went there. They asked me what I am
expecting from them. No words came to me to reply. We were so
depressed. I told them that my husband is bed-ridden for the last 8 to
10 years and for the last six months he is survived because of the
blood infusions. I have no way to attend to these things. My brother is
also poor. I told them my story.

Later they got together and went to almost all houses in
Nuwaragala. Mr Somadasa, Mr Sirisena, Mr Navarathna and Mr
Priyantha have collected rs 9845/=and gave me. Ireceived Rs 1000/
=from Disanayaka Stores. I used that money to buy medicine for my
husband. It was worth Rupees hundred thousand to me that day.
Villagers helped me like deities. I cannot forget them ever.

The leader of my group asked me to write a book like this. I
cannot write this properly as I have no experience in writing. I thank
from bottom of my heart, to my m,othe rmy father, my techers, Mr
Nandasiri Gamage who asked me to write this, to the leader of my
group and Hon leaders of my bank branch and all others which I
could not specifically mentioned. There may be thousands of mistakes
here. Forgive me. | remember my parents in gratitude.

I conclude this autobiography wishing all concern who
introduced this programme to attain Buddhahood.

- The End -
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