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. Letter Prom ‘The Kditor

IT IS NOT OFTEN that the Editor of Tribune gets an opportunity
to have a worm’s-eye-view of massive governmental projects
on his own terms. Such an opportunity was afforded to him
last week-end together with a few perceptive journal'sts from
other papers who were able to make the trip. The terms
laid down by Tribune and fully endorsed by the other journalists
were that: (1) that the trip should not be a Cook's-type(packaged)

. tour conducted by the muliitude of media consultants and

media men who have now over-run the Mahaweali ard created
a growing communicition gap between the press and the people
on the one hand and the M :hawcli Miristry, Board and Authorit
on the other; (i) that the itinerary would be drawn by the
journalists with allowance for zig-z gs and variaticns in the
schedules; and (i i) that the discussiuis on the trip would be
off-the-record to- enable the jou~n:l sts to shift rea'i'y from
propaganda in their talks with officials. The Central E. giree“irg
Consultancy Bureau of the Mahaweli Complex—a uiit that
is today playing a2 key role in the constructi.n sector —agreed
to provide an opportunity fur some of us to view the progress
of work in the Acczlerated Mihawe'i Plan. It was not possible
for most of us to be aw.y from our desks for more than a couple
of days and it was therefore not pussible to see all of the
Mahaveli Project in one trip. For this voy ge <f discovery we
chuse some of the Cunstrucrion sites for a starc —Mii ipe A icut,
the Trarsbasin Channel, Ulhitiya Dam Site and the Ratkinda
Dam Site on the first day and Vicooriaard K. tmcle on the sec.nd
day. The other construc:ion sites, like Maduru Oya, would
have to be be dune on anuther trip tugether with incur.ion
through the rew settlement arecs which may need extra
time because it would invulve talkiig to pcople.
Tais is the rough overall plan that was envisaged. When

we ventured on this trip; arnd we hope that the whole

programme wil be completed without urdue delay. O.e
official from the Ministry and one fiom CECB accomparied
us—they arswered questions . and entered into discussions
that were sparked off at every turn—but thcy made
no attempt to inductrinate propagandist b.l yhco or hide what
could not be hidden. Buitg an off-the-record odyssey, no
punches were pulled ard there was free and frunk discussion
an all matters. Tae officials did rot attempt to lecture — Ithough
they had all the facts and arswers on their fii ger tips—.1.d
mcre often than rot were at the wrorg end of an argumert.
And the discussions were nct coifiied to dam constiruc ion
or the pros and cons of the Mahaweli Project. It raiged from
environment to archaeology from history to protu-nistory—
in fact, everything about the areas we visited or traversed,
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COVER

Fisheries

WE HAVE CHOSEN A PICTURE ON
THE COVER to tell a story about the
Ceylon Fisheries Corporation which is
perhaps the only Corporation which has so
far been able to stage a dramatic clean-up
to produce spectacular results within a
short time.

“The Ceylon Fisheries Corporation from
its very inception in 1965 ran at an annual
loss of over Rs. 16 mll'on. In Ocrober 1980
Mr. Festus Pérera, the M nister of Fisheries,
dissolved the ‘Board of the Corporation and
appointed the Secretary to the Ministry of
Fisheries Mr. Anura Weeraratne as the Chair-
man of the Ceylon Fisheries Corporation.
In addition he appointed a Board consisting
of Mr. C. Wijetunge as Managirg Director,
Mr. M. Somasunderam of the Treasury, Mr,
D. Amerasinghe of the People’s Bank, Mr.
Brian Forbes of the Bank of Ceylon and Mr.
A. Ragunathan of the Colombo Dockyard.
The Minister gave instructions to the new
Board to put the Corporation’s ‘matters into
order within 3 months. The new Board paid
off the excess workers, introduced new tech-
niques of management and divided the Cor-
poration into various profit centres. Yester-
day. it was announced that the Corporation
had made a profit of over Rs. | m'llion for
December only. As promised the Minister of
Fisheries on Thursday the 8th of January
distributed 50 percent of the profits of the
~ Corporation to the workers at Mutwal, Galle
and Tangalle. Some of the employees received
as much as Rs. 3000/— as their share of the
profit for the month of December only. This
Profit sharing scheme which has been intro-
duced by the Board of Directors of the Ceylon
Fisheries  Corporation along with rigid di-
ciplire has been instrumental in bringing about
this very quick transformation of the Ceylon
Fisheries Corporation from a losing concern
to a profit earning venture. In addition,
the Ceylon Fisheries Corporation is now
achieving the two major objectives for which
't was established: (I) Giving a reasonable
pPrice to the producer (the fishermen) so that
they will be protected from the clutches of

the Mudalali and (2) selling the fish at reasonable
* Prices to the consumers.

TRIBUNE, January 24, 1961

- the

“The Corporation has now - commenced
achieving both these objectives. In fact, as
Fisheries Minister stated yesterday the
profits of the Corporation earned during
December were not by keeping excessive
margins. . The Corporation is allowed to keep
only a 10 percent margin between the purch-
ase price and the sales price of their fish. In
fact, this profit has been due to a 500 to 600
percent increase in turnover of the Corpor-

_ ation’s activities within a short period of time.

“Mr. Festus Perera, the Minister of
Fisheries, addressing the gatherings at Mutwal,
Guille and Tangalle said he was forced to resort
to a drastic measure in scrapping the former
Ceylon Fisheries Corporation Board and hand-
Ing it over to Mr. Anura Weeraratne, the
Secretary to the Ministry, to make it a viable
venture as he was very dissatisfied in the man-
ner that the Corporation’s affiirs had been
handled Proviously. He was very proud that
within a very short space of time Mr. Anura
Weeraratne was able to turn the Corporation

into a profit earning venture. |
“Dr. Dahanayake, MP for Galle, Mr.
linadasa Weerasinghe MP for Tangalle and

Dr Ranjit Atapattu, Project Minister, Colombo
Group of Hospitals and MP for Beliatta, con-
gratulated the Minister of Fisheries for the
success he had achieved in the Ceylon Fisheries
Corporation in such a short period * The em-
ployees of the Fisheries Corporation said that
they are sure that if Hjs Excellency, The Presi-
dent, were to hand over al losing Corporations
to Mr Festus Perera, the Minister of Fisheries
and to Mr Anura Weeraratne, these too
could be made into very profitable organisa-
tions in a short space of time

The way the
has been cleaned
profitably should
Corporations.

Fisheries Corporation
up and made to work
be followed by other
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

Kalawana Postscript
Colambo, Jan. 20, E

The UNP did well to persuade Abeyratne
Pilapitiya to submit his resignation, and also
other UNPers not to raise the question whe-

ther the vacancy created by Pilapitiya’s resign-
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ation should not be filled by nomination under
the provisions of the 1978 Constitution. Such
a move would have come up agiinst the p.int
raised by Mr. R. Kahawita in the Tribune of
January 3, 1980 (Vol. 25 No. 24). He had
drawn attention to the fact that when A. B. H.
Pilapitiya was nominated to be an MP in Sep-
tember 1979 the Gazette notification had
stated that was to be “the member for the
Electoral District No. 159—Kalawana—
in the First Parliament”. Mr. Kahawita
very correctly had stressed that Pilapitiya
had not been “‘reinstated to the Second parlia-
ment, the second in the present term of office.”
If this argument is correct, then the nomina-
tion was bad ab initio. When the Supreme
Court held that the 1977 election was null
and void, it can be further argued that a vacancy
(which could be filled by nomination under
the 1978 Constitution) had not in fact arisen.
All these questions will certainly have been
canvassed in our Courts if Sarath Muttetuwe-
gama had not been able to take his oaths on
January 20—pendirg the Referendum. But
Pilapitiya’s resignation and UNP’s acceptance
that the seat should go to the winner of the
by-election on January 12, has
“happy ending” to an episode that had threat-
ened to undermine the growth of genuine
democratic traditions in this country. This is
a way out Tribune had suggested several times
in recent weeks.

The news about Pilapitiya’s resignation

last week-end had come as an anti-climax..

Everybody had een keyed up to the helding
of the Rcferendum. Speculative theoris had
begun to float around.. What if, out of pique,
people had voted “no’? The Journal (UNP)
of -Friday, January 15, in a frunt page lead
had stressed THE NEED FOR A REFERENDUM.
“There has never been a greater need for a
referendum than at the present moment,
particularly after the results of the Kalawana
by-election. President Jayewardene explained
this explicitly to the Government Party recently
when he said that the Third Amendment to
the Constitution was brought to allow the
person elected at the by-election to take his
seat in Parliament. The Bill was referred to
the Supreme Court, which ruled that it would
be law after it was passed by a.two-third majori-
ty in Parliament and also referred to a Referen-
dum. The Government had decided to abide

by the ruling of the Supreme Court ....."
On Saturday morning (Jan. 17), the Sun

brought a -

had a splash that Pilapitlya would resign and
thus resolve the Kalawana tangle. The Sunday
Observer went to town with this storyy but:
the Sunday Times and the Week-end had lower

key spreads on the first page, but Migara in
his column Men & Matters left no stone un-
turned to unravel the less known aspects of
the Kalawana melodrama. All the Papers
published the Pilapitiya letters—to the Presi-
dent, to the Speaker and the Secretary-General
of Parliament —all dated January 5. In a speech
on Saturday at Kollupitiya Junction, the Presi-

dent gave a brief resume of the Kalawana

events—as he saw it. According to the report
in the D.ily News (19.1.81) he is reported to
have said: .. .. ... They need not therefore
be surprised about the results of the Kalawana
by-election. Mr..Lionel Gunasekera had told
them that he would have won the seat if he
had come forward as the UNP candidate. He
asked for UNP nomination but Mr. Pilapitiya
was already there as MP. He had been ap-
pointed under the new Constitution according
to which there was no elections. When a
vacancy arose and the party which held the
seat filled it on the Commissioner of Elections
informing them of the vacancy. President
Jayewardene explained that about two years
ago Mr. Pilapitiya had met with an accident,
received injuries and entered hospital. He
had failed to ask for leave. A vacancy had arisen
and the Commissioner of Elections had asked
the UNP to nominate a member to fill the
vacancy. They nominated Mr. Pilapitiya. It
was lawful. It was therefore that on an election
petition Mr. Pilapitiya lost his seat in Parlia-
ment which seat he won in 1977. But Mr.
Pilapitiya wes not disqualified from contesting..
They therefore had the election campzign
accordirg to the law. A date was fixed for
nominztions and a date was fixed for election.
Tne UNP met for several weeks to decide
on a c:ndidate. Mr. Lionel Gunasekera, Mr.
Pilapitiya cr.d some others sought nomination.
It was at this time that when Mr. Pilapitiya
entered Parliament someone had raised 2
question and the Speaker had ruled that Mr.
Pilapitiya was a Member of Parliament.

“President Jayawardene said: ‘A Member of
Parliament cannot contest another seat. We
were thus placed in a difficulty. Kalawana had
a Mcmber of Parliament in Mr. Pilapitiya.
But there was also a vacancy for Kalawana as
Mr. Pilapitiya's election in 1977 had been
declared null and void. We were then won- .
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dering what to do and decided that we were
not contesting. Mr. Lionel Gunasekera has
told you how the Communist Party acted at
the election. He has shown you that if he had
the support of another party he would have
won. A leader of the Communist Party was
-elected and he hopes to come and sit in Parlia-

ment when it meets on the 20th. Fortunately, -

Mr. Pilapitiya he is a partriot and one who
loves the Party —has resigned —without creat-
ing trouble and without the need for a re-
ferendum. The Speaker can therefore now
permit Mr. Sirath Muttetuwegama who was
elected to Kalawana to take his oaths and per-
form the functions of a Member of Pariiament’,

L h

the President said........ ‘

He then went on to explain that: “....
the UNP was not against it. It was the UNP
and its leaders that obtained adult franchise
for this country. It was the UNP that ob-
taired a democratic form of Government
and for 23 years protected democracy. The
Communist Party was not such a Party. What-
ever they said or pub'ished if there was a Com-
munist Government—there were such govern-
ments in other countries—he wished to ask
whether it would permit a meeting like that?
Would they allow any other political party
to work. In which communist country had
they allowed any other party other than the
Communist Party to indulge in politic.l acti-
vity, put forward candidates and face election
as an opposition and continue a pa-liamentary
system? Waes there a leader of the Opposition
in those countries. Those were questicns they
had to ask themseves.

~ “A single Communist getting elected did
Not matter but if the Communist Party came
Into power w || they ailow an Oppor-iticn Party
to contest elections and form a Government?
Tha UNP Government was not like that. It
gave full freedom to the Commurist Party
candid:te to come forward for elect'on. Now
M-. Pilipitiya hos resigned his se.t to enable
the Commurist Party candidate because he was
elected by the people, to perform his func:ion
as 2 M. P. That was the difference between
the UNP and the Communist Party. He there-
fore could not understand the reason why
the SLFP—which party protects democratic
rights—supported the Commurist Party candi-
d:te. He alslo could not urderstand how the
TULF which spoke of struggling to divide the
country and to set up a separate state (Eelam)
and 2lso claimed they were using Parliament
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for the success of that goal jolned hands with
the SLFP and supported the Communist Party
candidate. These were matters which they
should think about in the future. They could

say however, that as long as the UNP lasted

the demoratic rights of the people would,
be protected. But if the UNP became weak
or broke down he had doubts as to what would

t/"

be the future of this country’s freedom.. ..

The President thus tried to explain the
context in which the Kalawana result should
be understood. In the meantime, some Tribune
readers  had pointed out that this column com-
menting on Kalawana last week had erred
in saying that Ser.th Muttetuwegama had
this time polled 2,500 votes more than he and
the SLFP candiduce had polled in 1977. It is
true that an arithmetical error had unfortu-
nate'y crept in—:he correct figure is 1,600
odd votes.

But the more serious criticism was that
the Tribune verdict “that Kalaawana is a major
dcfeat for the UNP and the Government” was
not a correct evaluation of the victory scored
by the Communist Party (backed by all Oppo-
sition parties). :

We shall deal with this and other allied
matters in this column next week.

(To Be Continued)
X X x

FILM FOCUS

The Queen

- One of the focal points of the celebration
connected with the 50th Anniversary of the
Success of the democratic processes in Sri
Lanka would be the arrival of Her Mijesty
Queen Elizabeth 1l of. England to grace the
occasion, and make it a regal and colourful
one. On the last occasion she stepped on
our shores, the country did g2 gay and every-
one seized the opportunity of having glimpse

“of the Royal personality on the many routes

she drove by, charming the crowds with an
affectionate wave, and a smile. Ever since
Great Britain furled its flags and left our shores,
there has lurked in the hearts of a good many
Sz_*__i Lankans, a secret attachment for Queen
Eiizabeth and a corresponding admiration for

the role that she has Played, as her country
moved from crisis to crisis,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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To my knowledge, there are scrap books
in many homes here, where the Queen’s
photographs are religiously pasted, fondly re-

- ferred to and glossed over. When the Silver

\

Jub lee celebrations of her marriage to Prince
Philip were full swirg, a few years ago, the

\Newsweek mentioned ‘““Twenty five years ago,

when she first came to the Throne, the British
hailed the advent of a new E izabethan Era—
not much has gone right in B-itain since then,
but its Queen, now a serene and self assured

~woman of 5| (now 53) has retaired the res-

pect and affection of her people”. Quite
aptly added a distinguished historian, the
Countess of Langford, that “whatever we’ve
lost, we've still got the queen.”

There was a film shown around this time
in commemoration of the Jubilee at the Regal
Cinema, but it was not advertised well enough
and the movie had a short run. | made re-
presentations to the State Film Corporation
then, through Ceylon Theatres Ltd. for a re-
release of the fiilm, but for some rezson or
other, my request did not materialise and
many were left disappointed. Now that the
Queen will be in our midst, | hope the National
Film Corporation would have this film revived
to keep tuned to Her.August presence in
October this year. My review of this particular
film at that time received a Royal pat from
Buckingham Palace and Her Majesty’s Secre-
tary wrote to me by a letter dated 14.7.78,
that the Queen was grateful for the way the
review had been presented. It is with pleasure
therefore, this column reproducas the review
in question for the benefit of Tribune readers.

25TH ANNIVERSARY IMPRESSIONS?
This documentary in colour which runs for
90 minutes endeavours to span the “Silver
Jubilee” years of Queen Elizabeth II, with
glimpses of her regil personality, by using
her broadcasts and speeches which form a

silver lined backdrop in sound, throughout

the film. The poignant moments when she
was recalled unexpectedly from a holiday to
take over the reins of the Kingdom, her request
for papers her people for wisdom and strength
to serve them all the days of her reign, as she
ascended the throne, are portrayed vividly.
Emphasis is heavily laid on the 36 member
British Commonwealth of Nations of which
she remains the ceremonial Head, with her
frequent travels to these countries and the
warmth and hospitality that they lavished on

her visits, when the red carpet is rolled out
for her, binding this unique family of nations
together while our ex-Prime Mirister Sirimavo
Bandaranaike walks ahead of the Queen at one
such confabulaticn, Prince Philip is always at
hand —a few steps behind—to 2dd a domestic
touch to all her public engagements. Queen
Elizaboth, horsemanship takes over between
her speeches, and with the confident trots,
flashbacks focus the major happerings of these
eventful years—the Moonwalk, President John
Kennedy, Cuban gamble, the exit of Nixon,
the technical milestones of this period, the
gradual sheddirg of the lust vestiges of a proud
Empire and the first four minute m'le of Dr.
Roger Binrister. *“I am for marriage” she
stresses at her Silver Jubilee Weddirg celeb-
rations with a glamourous glint in her eye
aimed at her husband to the titters of those,
present and expressing surprise at the swift
passing of a happy 25 years.

GREASE: (Erglsh): A Paramount production
which hzs netted over 210 million, the film
features that popular Discomaniac John Travolta
who teams with Olivia Newton John to set a
furious pace of music and dance from the word

“g0”. As co-eds drawn towards each other

- at the Rydell High School, they lead the whole

institution a merry dance to the tunes of
popular numbers like *“Hopelessly devoted
to you” and “Grease Lightning”. Its the
exuberance of the youth that  holds you in its
spell, leaving a generation far behind, but for a
“beat” that tends to bridge the receding gap.
Whatever your age may be, your reflexes
could get into resonance with the characteristic
Travolta step if you try and besides, | am in-
lired to think that this film has the edge on
“Saturday Night Fever” its recent predecessor.
THE FIVE MAN ARMY (E gish): A MGM
production, that brings together five tough
mercenaries from varying walks of life to
oust a B livian tyrant in Power—and how!
The film is power packed from the word *‘go”
with Bud Spencer to whom local picture-
gers have taken to in a big way drawing the
magnetic applause. An above average film,
reviewed rather late in this column, as | decided
to conserve both time and money, rather
than commute from cne end of Culombo to
the other, till it was shown at the Roxy Thea-
tre—a very much improved cinema now—
not many yards away, when | made it. The
packed houses have come as a surprise to the
management, on the film’s second run.
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THE BIG BOSS (English): The late Kung Fu,
‘King of the Martial Arts, Brice Lee is the star
attraction of this Carlo Ponnampalam release,
that has had youngsters stormirg the New
Olympia theatre for some weeks now. - | was
able to squeeze in only a few days ago, al-
though the intricacies . f this painful and noisy
art were never down my strect. -

| settled down to the story however,
in Hong Kong settings, where Lee as citizen
Ching troops into the town job seeking and
tied down by a peace pledge to his uncle by a
talisman which virtually strongles him under
grave provocation. In the ice business he gets
employed, heroin pockets and cubed corpses
of his cousins keep melting out and he witly
goes into action. ripping his talisman that
tied him down. The action thereafcer is both
ruproaring and bone. cracking. For Bruce Lee
fans, an obvious treat that would have them
on their toes—but the slaughter just left me
cold and clammy.

James N. Benédict.

X X

$RI LANKA CHRONICLE

Jan. 10 = Jan. 15

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
' COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirror;
CO—Ceylon Observer: ST—Sunday Times; SO—Sunday
Observer; DM—Dipamina: LD—Lapkadipa; VK—
Virakesari; ATH—Aththa: SM—Silumipna; SLDP—
Sri Lankadipa; JD—lJanadina; SU—Sun; DV—Davasa;
PP—Dinapathi; CM—Chinthamani: WK—Weekend;

RR—Riviresa; . DK—Dinakara; EN—Eelanadu; IDPR—
Information Dept. Press Release.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 10: From

February I, all vehicles entering Colombo will
have to pay a toll; it w.ll be fifcy cents for
€very motor bicycle, one rupee for a motor
car, three rupees for a van or bus and five
rupees for every lorry. School children will
receive free-text books for the second year
In succession, when the new school terms
begin on Monday. Mannar is likely to be de-
clared a diseased area, under the Quarantine
and Preventable 'Diseases Ordinance, a decision
will be taken during the week end. State
Minister Anandatissa de Alwis said yesterday,
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local industries carried out by

| _ [
that the tourist industry. was doomed to crash
and there would be only debris in its place,
if those who run the industry do not see the
greater noble human element in it. Mr. Eric
‘Gorsalves, Foreign Secretary (East) of the
Ministry of Foreign Affiirs lidia will arrive
in Colombo on Tuesday for discussions on
the forthcoming Non-a'igned Foreign Ministers
conference in New Dc:lhi—CDN. Measures
to prevent developed nations from exploiting
the wealth of the economic sea zones of the

‘developing nations will be key topic at the

conference of Ministers of F.sheries of non-
aligned countries that will be held in Cuba
in the last week of this month—CDM. The
Government yesterday decided to abandon
plans for holding the National Day celebrations
in Colombo on February 4; this decision was
taken at a top level conference held yesterday
at the Presidential Secretariat.  Inspector
General of Police Ana Seneviratne flew this
morning to Jaffaa to conduct a personal review
of the security situation in the northern. penin- -
sula. The Jaffna Tamils have no policy and they
are a selfish lot; while they are suppressing
the minority Tamils in their own country they
attempt to advise us, said Tamil Nadu’s Chief
Mirister M. G. Ramachandran lashirg out at
the TULF at a ceremony connected with the
Sth Tamil Conference —SU.

SUNDAY, JANUARY II: The ‘Minister
of Industries and Scientific Affiirs, Mr. Cyril
Mithew has made a strong case before Govern-
ment for greater proteccion for indigenous
industries in the face of the overwhelming
influx of foreign goods into Sri Lanka; the
Minister’s case is based on a wide-ranging
survey of the impact of imported goods on
the Ministry.
The death occured on Friday of Rev. Fr.
Ignatius Perera a Western Classics scholar,
musician and radio engineer; he was 65. The
Kilawana by-election takes place tomorrow;
the campaign ended at midright on Saturday —
SO. 'Is there a Naxalite movement in the
Northern Province similar to the movement
in South India? D_fence M.nistry sources
yesterday expressed fears that a highly mili-
tant type of movement appeared to be taking
shape”In the North—ST. The TULF “Youth
Front”. which met [ast morning at the party
headquar:ters have decided to organise a boy-
cott during the Prime Minister R. Premadasa’s
visit to .laff..'la this month; President J. R. Jaye-
wardene will head a special Board which will

é
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a:_:llminis_ter and run the propbsed Institute of 4 to ocoincide with Indépénden'ce Day and 50

Fundamental Studies —WK.

MONDAY, JANUARY 12: The Ministry
of Public Administration is working out a
scheme of double increments for good work
and regular attendance as an incentive for
public servants; Senior Officials will be res-

" .ponsible for making recommendations for the

additional increment; the Ministry is at the
same time laying down work norms for public
servants; the imbalance between those loaded
with work and those whiling away their time
will be corrected. The United Nations Inter-
national Cultural and Eduational Fund (UNICEF)
has undertaken a massive health improve-
ment program im rural areas at a cost of over
US $ 1,130,000. The Water Supply and Drain-
age Board has to date cleaned 91,000 feet of
pipeline in the City. This is the first time the
pipelines have been cleaned since they were
laid, some 90 years ago; Mr. Anthony Fernando
Publicity Officer of the Ministry of Local Gov-
ernment said yesterday —CDN. A referendum
would be held on every issue which the execu
tive and the Judiciary cannot hereafter deter-

 “mine; so said the Prime Minister Mr. R. Prema-

dasa, opening Kiranadogama, the 72nd Model
Village under the Village Re-awakening Move-
ment at Nivitigala—CDM.  The signature
markings on nearly fifteen bullets found
‘at Kurumbasity, Jaffna where a gang machine-
gunned bystanders k Il ng two last Wedensday
are expected to be the key to tracing those
responsible; police sources said yesterday that
this was because one of the guns used by the
gang a sub machine gun, could be a weapon
stolen from Police by a northern terrorist
group in 1978. Sri Lanka's first major trans-
port centre incorporating the country’s entire
transport service will shortly be established
in Colombo under a multi-million rupee
project of the Urban Development Authority —
SU. Mrs. Indira Gandhi made her opening
‘address on Saturday the last day of the fifth
Conference of Tamil Research held at Madurai;
“Tamils need not fear that the tamil language
will be removed; Hindi will not be forced.on
people who do not speak Hindi” said Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi amidst applause from
lakhs and lakhs of people gathered around —
DP. / -
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1[3: An attractive
National Pernsion Scheme' for the self-em-
ployed as well as salaried persons will be in-
augurated by the Bank of Ceylon on,_ February

¥

years of Universal Adult Franchise. Mr. Sarath
Muttetuwegama of the Communist Party won
the Kalawana by-election held yesterday; Mr.
Muttetuwegama’s majority over the nearest rival
Mr. Lionel Gunasekera (Ind.) was 2,403 —CDN.
Police investigations 'into the double killing
and robbery at.Kurumbasity near Jaffna [ast
week now reveal that one or more of the

gang members allegedly responsible had dis-

guised their features with the aid of masks:

the use of these masks and the manner in which

the Sterling sub-machine gun was used by
the gangindicate that they may have had train-
ing abroad, police said. Two more cases of
cholera were reported from the city of
Colombo yesterday, after the city had been
free of the disease for nearly three weeks..
Sri Lanka is to set up an advanced airborne
surveillance system to protect its territorial
waters; the system formed by the Air Force
will be backed up by Naval units with a view

to patrolling Sri Lanka’s 200 mile economic

zone for contraband control and for fisheries
protection —SU.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14: The

Government yesterday decided to permit peo- .

ple in the Jaffna peninsula to possess and use
firearms as a measure of self-defence against
criminals, and protection agiinst the rising
trend of crime in the North; with several
cases of violence and robbery reported since
December last year, police suspect a resurgence
of terrorist activity; the government’s duty
is to ensure public safety, a police sppkesman
said yesterday. Savings is the answer to ii.flation,
Finance Mirister Ronnie de Mel yesterday
called for the promotion of greater savings
this year in a bid to curb inflation in Sri Lanka;
unless inflation is curbed it would go out of
hand and all the economic and development
gains achieved in the past three years would
be fitted away, Mr. de Mel said. Tne Uiited

‘Nations Industrial Development Organisation

(UNIDO) has organised two important invest-
ment promotion meetings for Sri Lanka to be
held during the later part of this month in
Zurich and Vienna—CDN. Eric Gonsalves,
Secretary to India’s Minister of Excernal Affairs
arrived here yesterday on an overnight visit
during which he was expected to discuss a
variety of matters with his local counterpart
W. T. layesinghe. . Mannar will be declared
a diseased area with effect from Friday, the
Health Ministry announced yesterday; this

TRIBUNE, Jaguary 24, 198

e



§s a being dore In 2 bid to curb the outbreak
of cholera. The Dafence Muistry will rex-
week begin the re-i sue of firearms to licence
holders in the Jaffia district; thrse were
withdrawn af-er the declaration of Emergency
in July 1976 —SU. The G.vernment has decided
“to implement a certa'n proposal this year to
provide various faci'itics to fermers on their
merits; this proposal is to be imblem=nted with
the assistarce «f the World Fuod Orgarisation
to grant better facilities to farmers who grow
more —DP.

THURSDAY, JANUARY I5: The small
Investor, wage earner and housew fe wf“
soon have the opporturity of investing In
valuable compary shares; a two-member team
from the Irterna‘ional Finarce Corporatiun,
(IFC) Prof. S. Robbirs and Mr. Fuustine Gurza
who are in Sri Lanka to advice the Guvern-
ment on the settiig up of a securities, money
- and capital market had a day-long discussion
yesterday with state and private sector busi-
ness leaders to encourage the issue of company
shares to the general public. [rdustries and
Scientific Affiirs Minister Cyril Mathew will
- inaugurate work on the massive R-. 600 mil-
lion third stage of the Kankesarturai
Cement Fuctory tomorrow mor: irg—CDN.
The Miriter of Lands, Lard Development and

Mahaweli Devel.pment Gamiri Dissanayake

irformed the Cubinet that the government
of India would send a delegation of Indian
ergireers to work in Sri Lanka—CDM. All
casual and temporary employees who were
recruited to the public sector to fill the vacan-
cies created by workers who participated in
the abortive gereral strike of July 1980 are
to be made permarent, Government has deci-
ded. Tne Director General of the powerful
O -garisation of Petruleum Exportir g Countries
(Fund) warred yesterd.y that it would be a
mistake" if develping countris contiriued to
assume that OPEC could provide a solution
for all fi.ancial problems; “most developirg
countries are duing little or rothirg to check
the menacirg growth rates of population,
to curb their military spendirg, to avuid ex-
penditure on prestige prujects or to rationalise

patterrns of consumption in their soceties”,

Dr. lbrahim Shihata told the 16:h arnual

Co. ference of Guvernors of South-East Asizn

Central Buiks which began at the Hotel Lanka
Oberoi in Coulombo yesterday —SU.

o O« -0
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- ASEAN

Japan’s New Priority

Tokyo, Jan. I, : ==
Jiwpanese Prime Minister Zanko Suzuki

- is goirg on a tour of ASEAN (Association
of South East Asian Nations) capitals early .

this month and much is being made here of
the fact that he is visitirg South Eist Asia
bafore urdertakirg a trip to the Uaited States
or for that matter any where else.

Nothing like this has -happn=d before. In
the past all Japanese post-war Prims Ministers
have gone to mzet the U5 Prasident before mzet-
ing any one else. Mr. Suzuki’s visit to ASEAN
will break that tradition. But his tradition-break-
ing journey to Asia does not mzan the U5 has
slippzd a “‘riotch down on the totem-role of Japa-
nese priorities.”” The US is still at the top.

Bt the decision was almost unavoidable.
Instead of waitirg for the new US President
to settle down in office, the P-ime M nister
decided to g> some where and chose ASEAN
refusirg to be bound by a tradi‘ion which has
lost all its early sig.ificarce. B:sides serving
to demonstrate whst ASEAN has come to
mean to Jipan it also affords Mr. Suzuki time
to size up M~ Ronald Reagan before seeking
a meetirg with him.

Japan’s interest in ASEAN is extending
into other areas too. His political talks will
perhaps go deeper than former Prime Minister
Takeo Fukuda’s exchange of views with the
region’s leaders in 1977 did. Fukuda had tried
to explain why Japan must aid Vietnam’s
economic development and argued that this
country’s economic relations with Indonesia
would also berefit ASEAN. But that was
b_fore Kampuchea. Now Mr. Suzuki, fullowing
his predecussor’s poulicy, wants to reassure
ASEAN - that nothing has changed since Mr.
Fukuda. He is guing prepared to add a new
dimension to the existing purely economic
relations Japan has with ASEAN. —PTl
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NSIDE IRAN TODAY —3

‘Why The Revolution?

By Nikhil Chakravartty

/
i

|

The author went to Iran in August

~+ for an on-the-spot understanding of the

extraordinary developments in that coun-
try. He stayed there for four weeks. On
his return, he wrote a series of articles
for different journals including Times of
India, Indian Express, Ananda Bazar Patrika,
Mathrubhoomi and lllustrated Weekly of India

+ and also for PTI Features. This special report

is a complete piece out of all these contri-
butions to. different papers.

WHO CONTROLS THE' ARMED FORCES?
To scores of people | have put this question.
The only thing one could heéar is that the
Iranian armed forces are badly decimated by
Although the Imam
which included
even the Savak, there is little doubt that the
much-boosted Shah’s army is-in shambles
Iranian Government directive
sacking all officers who had served under the
, led to the
20 -thousand of them.
The Western press has publicised the formation
of an lranian Liberation Army but in Tehran,
this is not regarded as a major force, though
its existence is not denied, nor the fact that
some of the sophisticated planes of the Air
Force have been hijacked to Iraq by deserting

desertion and purges.
announced a general amnesty

today.” ' An

Shah for fifteen years or more,
cashiering of nearly

pilots.

fragmented the armed forces; the coup

in the same country.

" If the armed forces constitute an uncertain
quantity in lranian politics today, this cannot
the revolutionary Guards which
Called Pas-
shabby battle green not
but
" You meet them at
quite often in your rounds.
about 90 thousand as | could

be :said of
came up during the
darans, they put on
as spruced upas the
they are highly political.
the airport itself and
They nymber

Revolution.

regular soldiers;

9.

The abortive coup of July 9 has further
was
given out as having been engineered by Bakh-
tiar’s men,. which led to an assassination at-
tempt on Bakhtiar himself now in retreat
in France—a stroke of irony this, since the
Imam himself spent the last year of his exile

make out, getting professionalised now. as

they bear the brunt of the fighting in outl'ying |
regions, since the regular armed forces  are
engaged in action with the Iraqi troops on
the western front. Recently, the chief of
Pasdarans has been changed, and the new
man is a trusted man cf Dr. Beheshti’s Islamic
Republic Party. In fact, this party counts the
Pasdarans as its own armed force, though | am -
told there are Pasdarans in many places who

have formally nothing to do with the party.

While'the Pasdarans got bouquets in the °
euphoria of the Revolution, one hears nowa-
days of many complaints of high-handedness
and corruption against them. A very obser-
vant correspondent reported what a peasant
in a paddy field said: "'The Imam is a good
man; he sleeps on a blanket just like me. But
| don’t like the people around him and the
Pasdarans are ruining our life.”

THE US COMMANDO ATTACK, known in
Tehran as the Tabas incident, has left its mark,
While it ended in 2 fiasco for the Americans,
the more far-seeing Iranians take it as 2 portent
of what may appear tomorrow. The official
PARS news agency gave wide publicity to Jack
Anderson’s disclosures that the Pentagon was
planning further action before the American
Presidential election in November. But such
a military action by the US would only help
to rally the people despite all their discontent,
round the Imam.

Many talk glibly about coup, and if one
goes by reports of Brzezinski’s unwisdom,
one carnot rule out the Pentagon inciting
one. But the officer corps, though an embit-
tered social group in Iran today just as the
rising middle class, is totally divorced from
the people. In Tehran in the affluent circles
one certzinly hears a lot of discontent: if you
go to Hilton even with the ban on zlcohol
and floor shows, you can see the super-rich
upper set of the Iranian society. Terry Povey,
one of the few foreign correspondents _still
functioning in Tehran, put it very aptly: "'There
is a widespread myth that all the prosperous
Iranians have fled, but this is not so. Many families
are split, with some members left in Iran minding
the property and others in Europe or North America -
worrying about the exchange rates’’.

ISFAHAN NISFI - i-JAHAN —Isfahan is half the
world! In theé soft morning breeze driving
down Isfahan’s chinar-lined . empty streets,
with the magrificient dome of the Masjid-
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i-Shah visible in the distance, the old driver
of the car suddenly with a wide sweep of
his hand and pride glowing in his eyes exclaimed
that this city, his own, embraces half the
world. For me, it was a flash-back into history.

This is the city of Shah Abbas the Great:
his was the age of the immortals—Akbar,
Elizabeth |, Sultan Sulciman and Charles of
Spain. Isfahan nestling in a green valley en-
circled by rugged mountains,is 2 beautiful
city whose walls have seen the cavalcade of
Time. As | went up ‘the balcony of the Al
Kapu Palace, with its slender columns of soI]d
timber and looked out, it was like being in
the presence of History. From this balcony,
Shah Abbas would look out and watch below

his favourite polo match in the Meydan-e-Shah,

now despoiled by car parks and an iron-grilled
enclosure encasing a tank. | tried to recapture
the scene four hundred yearsago: here in
front of me, in th's Meydan —seven times the
size of Venice's Plazza of San Marco and twice
as large as Moscow’s Red Square as the guide
book tells me—would come caravans from
all over Asia and beyond; the Venetian would
be rubbing shoulders with the Arab, the
Englishman would be anxiously seeking audi-
ence of the Shah. It was indeed half the
world, this Isfahan.

Round this Meydan, stands not only the
Palace but the Great Mosque, now renamed
Masjid-i-Khomeini, though the Isfinahi still
cills it after Shah Abbas—Masjid-i-Shah —and
the smaller but still more exquisite Lutfullah
Mosque facing the Palace across the square.
At the far end, you come to Qu'sariyeh, the
Royal Bazaar, bustling with life where you
can buy everything from Persian carpet to
fresh fish and all-round runs z two-storeyed
arcade. | remembered Wilfred Blunt’s words:
"'"To spend an hour in the Meydan and the
buildings that about on it is to get closer to
Persia than by reading a hundred books.’s

A chance meeting with two Pakistani boys
from Karachi, brought to me, as if in a flash,
what Isfahan means to me personally coming all
the way from Hindustan. This City of History
is one of the fountainheads of my country’s great
civilisation; from here has gone out across the
centuries, the stream of Persian culture to en-
- rich what has emerged as the cultural heritage

of India. The grandeur and the beauty of the
Mughal  architecture, from the incomparable
domes to the intricate designs, the panels of
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the walls, the inland work by master craftsmen—
all this | could see around me as | spend hours in
Isfahan. Isfahan is the city of blue tiles, while
we have marble and red sandstone.

The quadrangle of the Madraseh-i-Madari-
Shah (the Madrasa named after the mother of
the Shah) with the imposing ivans and the
sanctuary surrounding it, has the unmistakable
air of a centre of learning that it has long
been; from the rooms around the quadrangle,
one could hear discourses and discussions
going on. At the other end of the town
| saw the most impressive ‘Masjid-i-ami (the
Fridiy Mosque) built and extended over cen-
turies, each of which has left its mark on this
huge complex. Earnest young men perched
on sceffoldings are engaged in renovation
work. Isfahan is a city of bridges across Ziy-
andeh-rud, the half hidden river that runs
thrcugh the city. The most beautiful is the
Khawaju B-idge with its pavllions and sluice
gates. On one of the pavillions, | was told there
was an inscription, no longer to be.seen,
which said: "Tne world is truly a bridge: pass
over it. Wiegh and measure all that you
meet with on your passage. Everywhere Evil
encompasses the Good and transcends ic.”

To look at Iran today from this bridge-
head of civilisation at Isfahan is perhaps
the best way to get into the essence of
this amazing revolution that baffles all
definition. The Iranian has long been
known for his refined culture, his soft-
spoken manners, his leisureliness; how
could he rise in millions to bring about
a revolution? Contrary to what has been
Put across by the mass media around
the world, this was not a ghastly upheaval
of barbarians. The impulse behind the
mass rising of the last two years in Iran

is the urge for freedom and the pride in
one’s heritage.

TO GRASP THE INNER URGE of the Iranian
people, the urge that set masses in motion
against the Pahlavi raj with all its borrowed
plumage, one has to sense the intense self-
respect of a proud Persian. That self-respect
of the nation was hurt by the American suzer-
ainty that had been imposed upon Iran in the
last three decades. The virtual extra-territorial
status that the Americans were enjoying
offended the dignity of the Iranian people,
reared in the heritage of Shah Abbas, proud
of the glory that he had left behind.
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The dethroned Shah with his worship
of the Dullar put upa grand show, tracing
his descent from the forg-ten emperors of
Persep_lis, a Tamzsha in 1971 which struck
no chord in the m nd and heart of any lranian
patriot, for whom History begins at the | fahan
of Shah Abbas. Isfahan was ignored by the
short-sigh‘ed Shah, whose court wallowed
in the vulgarity of wezlth in Tehran — court
which w.s propped up with unspeakab'e
cruelty by the ClA-trained terror pcl.ce, the
S.vak. The Shah’s idea of modernisirg his
peopie was to go in whole hog for grovelirg
imitation of the West, and ore of its ghastly
achievements was to turn a large section of
the youth into drug addicts, which a well
oiled drug racket prospered, at the head of
which was the Shah’s blessed twin sister.
Tnis culture thus rose on no solid foundation
in the history of the Iranian people who are
reared in the majesty of the Persian culture.

Imam Khomeini and the Ayatollahs who
stood against the Shah might have been inspired
by the calls of Islam, but deep down in the mind
of the common humanity, the response, the un-
precedented response that they evoked is a strange
mix of faith and nationalism. The Aya-
tollahs m~y be emphasisirg the power of faith
in buildirg a new order of socety on the
deb:is of the sataric regime of the Shah as
they looked at it. But in the new lran
the pull of nationalism is no less powerful.
What we are witnessirg today in lIran is the
power of nationa'ism long humilicted by the
trappirgs of a vassal to the new imperial power
that is America. It has found expression in
the upsurge of rel gious fervour, because the
men who led it and are still leading it are
ardent devotees of Islam, irspired by the
dream of a Shi’.te mil erium mzkir g the world
ready for the advent of the Twelfth Imam,
the Mehdi.

The Shi'ite approach to worldly problems
to state-craft, for instance, has got -all the ele-
ments of an anarcho-syndicalist outlook. Thfs
is reflected in the new Constitution of the Islamic
Republic which has set up an extraordinarily
cumbersome system, in which the President
and the Majlis, both directly elected by the people,
can virtually veto each other's -decisions, while
the entire corpus of law is entrusted to a body
of learned theologians charged with ensuring
that the new revolutiinary society is guided by
the letter and spirit of Islamic jurisprudence.

Here comes the source of potential con-
flict with the modernists, who though trounced |
because the Shah’s entourage itself clzcimed to
belorg to this camp, are by no means elimi-
nated. lran today is the theatre of intense
debate, mzinly ideclogical. Some of the modern
minds—Ali Shariati who died three years
ago at the early age of 44 wes perhaps the
foremost among them—have been striving
hard to brirg about a synthesis between the
tenets of Islam 2nd the imperatives of a modern
society; perhaps in ro other country in the
Islamic world so much of intellectual ferment
has been generated in the attempt to build
a twertieth century structure on the tenets
of seventh-century Islam. Today in Tehran
and mary other centres of intellectual life
from Tabriz to Shirzz, from Qom to Meshed,
the  learned are debatirg whether private
property is perm’ssible under Islam and if
so what should be the limit; how interest
on loans can be transformed into service
charges; what should be the principles on
which the educition system should work in
an Islamic Repubic. = From President Bani
Sadr to the former Prime Mirister B .zargan,
to acidemians in the Uriversity.and theolo-
gians at Qom, the foremost centre of Islam
scholarship in Iran today, these questions are
beirg discussed at a level of seriousness rarely
to be seen.

(To Be Continued)
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CUBA AND AFRICA =3

“Cuban Aid To Africa Should be

Welcomed ”

By Robin Hallett

This is the third and concluding part of an
article which appeared in the Bulletin of
the South African Institute of Iaternational
Affairs. Vol. 4 No. 2 1989

THE OTHER AREA OF MAJOR CUBAN
INVOLVEMENT in Africa'is, of course, Ethi-
opia. To understand the reason for th's in-
irvolvemert ore must ok b-iefly at recent
E:hiopian history. In 1974 the old Emperor,
H.ile Seclassie, wes overthrown by a move-
ment that developed into a full scale social
revolution. A military regime took over and
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had come by 1976 to proclaim itself Marxist-
Leninist in character. |

In 1977, Ethiopia was invaded by
Somalia.
countries had always been bad. A tradi-
tion of Christian-Muslim conflict in the
Horn of Africa goes back a thousand
years. In the 1890s, an expanding Ethiopia
came to dominate and annex the Somali-
populated Ogaden.
lution seemed to Somalians living in
Ogaden an ideal opportunity for seeking
to liberate themselves from the yoke
of the hated Amhara, and they could
count on the fervent support of their
brothers in independent Somalia.

Up to 1977, both the Soviet Union and
Cuba had enjoyed close and cordial® relations
. with Somalia. Indeed in. the. mid-1970s some
observers were prepared to describe Somalia
as 2 Soviet satellite, but in the early. months
of 1977 the Russians did 2 dramatic volte face,
abandoned Somalia and began to give whole-
hearted support to the Ethiopians.

Shortly before this change in  Soviet
policy, Fidel Castro visited the Horn of Africa.
He hoped to persuade the three radical states
of the area, Ethiopia, Somalia and South Yemen
to come together in a grand confederation.
The scheme was a bold one but one which took
no account of the political realities of the
area. Castro then swung round to support
the Soviet line—but not completely. ‘In 1977
the Ethiopians were fighting two wars—one
against the Somalis, the other, a long drawn-
out guerilla campaign, against the dissident
Eritreans. :Castro was prepared -to help
Ethiopians countér the Somali threat. Aften all,

the Somali army had crossed the frontier as an-

invader.  However, in Eritrea where the .most

effective of the three guerilla movements wds -

the staunchy Marxist Eritrean Peoples Liberation
Front, the situation was very different. The
Cubans sent fifteen thousand troops to counter
the Somalis. There is no clear.evidence that
. Cuban forces have. been employed against the
Eritreans. -

CUBA HAS now more <oldiers i Africa— - °

20,000 in Angola, 15000 in  Ethiopia—~than
any other foreign power. This is an astonish-
ing development and one that rio observer

"would ' have predicted a decade ago. How
will the troops remain in Africa? Even

long
if the Soviet Union provides most of the equip-
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“one for the Government at Havana.
Relations between the two’

The Ethiopian revo-

the

ment the Cubans need, the'cost of maintaining
such large forces overseas must be a heavy
As the
wars in Angola and Ethiopia drag on, there
is bound to be'a steady trickle of Cuban ' casual-
ties and this can lead to criticism and disillu-

" sionment at home. Nonetheless, foreign adven-

tures can also be a source of pride and there -
is no doubt that many Cubans derive some
satisfaction from the fact that their small

- country is playing such a large part in African
saffairs. ‘

However, are Cuban activities in Africa
likely to increase—and in particular
are the Cubans likely to play a signi-
ficant part in the struggle over South
Africa? The idea that South Africa is a
country ringed round by Marxist ene-
mies is one vigorously propagated by
the advocates of ‘‘total strategy’’ in
Pretoria. This is hot a view of the
Southern African situation that stands
up to critical examination. |

According to & report issued by the British
Foreign Office in 1979, when the.guerilla war
in Zimbabwe ;we.s at its height, there were
100 Cuban advisers with the ZAPU. forces
in Zambia, aiotner 200 Cuban soldiers in
Mozambique and ‘an equal number of civilians;
not a very impressive presence. And one
recalls the remark made by Fidel' Castro when
he visited Mozambique in 1977: “We believe
that the struggle for independence is primarily
the task of the local people themselves”.
Of course the ANC and SWAPO will be able
to count on the fraternal solidarity of the
Cubans and, of course, the Cubans will be
willing to give advice on the strategy of a
guerilla war, but it seems totally unrealistic
to imagine that events in Ethiopia and Angola
will repeat themselves on the highveld of the
Transvaal. -

NEVERTHELESS, there can be no doubt that
as long as Fidel Castro remains in power—
and he is still a relativély young man in his
early fifties—the' Cuban voice will be heard
in world affairs, for Castro is a° man of im-
mense ‘forcefulness, magnetism and political
skill. In the course of 979 he scored two sin-
gular personal triumphs: in September a Non-
algned Conference was held at Havana under
Castro’s Chairmanship. ~ The = Conference was
attended by sixty Heads of State from countries.

- as diverse as. Lesotho ana Nepal, Zambia and
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future will be apocalyptic

Jordan. ‘Whatever -tesnions and divisions may
have appeared in the course of the Conterence,
the occasion was one that put Havana on the
world map more firmly than ever before. A
few ' weeks later Castro addressed the United
Nations in New York, where he received one of

. the most clamorous ovations ever accorded a
_ Head of State.

It is worth quoting Castro briefly from.

these two speeches: “We don’t impose our
ideology on anyone. We zre radical ‘revolu-
tionaries but we don’t try to impose our
revolution on anyone else, especially in the
You say we are friends with
the Soviet Union—Yes we are. Of course
we are friends with the Soviet Union. Look at
America, look at the NATO powers—what

have they ever done to help the liberation.

movements? They have never helped a libera-
tion movement. The Soviet Union has, we

_have —of course we are friends (Havana).”

And again'in New York: I have not come
as a prophet of the revolution nor have | come
here to ask or to wish that the world be vio-
lently convulsed. | have come to spezk of
peace and co-operation amourg. its people.
| have come to warn that if we do not eliminate
our present injustices -aid inequalities, the
....We aspire to a
new world order, one based on justice, equa-
lity and peace, one that would replace the
unequal system that prevails today. Wealth
is still concertrated in the hands of a few
countries whpse wasteful economies are
maintained by the exploitation of the labour
and the exploitation of the natural resources
of Africa, Asia and America.”

FIDEL . CASTRO is certainly not ra popular
figure in the developed world, nor in white

South Africa, but the' rapturous applause that:

greeted  his speeches in Havana and New
York confirmed his status as a world leader.
He has become a legend in his lifetime and
though he can .be criticized for many of his
personal qualites—he is clearly a prickly,
abrasive, mercurial, egocentric individual —he
possesses the immense asset—an asset totally
lacking in most of the world’s leading states-
men —of being deeply in touch with the funda-
mental aspirations of the majority of the world’s
population..
he is the leader of a Third, World country,
painfully .conscious of the humiliations of its

' dependent status, a country that has tackled

I3

He can talk as he does because

= “‘I

the problems of development more seriously

and vigorously than most countries in the -
world.

Cuban aid to Africa should be wel~
comed, rather than deplored —for Africa

‘needs all the aid it can get and the Cubans

can bring with them a range of practical
experience that comes from making do
with scarce resources, of a kind not easily
found, in the richer countries of the
developed world. :

It is an immensely difficult task for any-
one who lives in 'a non-Communist’ country
to gain a balanced view of a Communist state —
and the difficulty becomes all the greater
when the term' “Communist” becomes loaded,
as it does in South Africa, with such sinister |
and dangerous associaticns. But ‘students of
international affairs must deal with hard facts °
and .basic realitiesnot with myths and pro-
paganda.” Above all, they ‘must make the effort
to look at the world from many'differerit points
of view. - :

For those who are lucky enough to live .
in the more privileged sections of the world
community, to look at the world for a time

. through Cuban eyes is at once a disturbing

and a stimulating experience.

Concluaed. :
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RE- THINKING THE ROLE

g 5

Of Rural Development Societies
By:'Dr:. Hans-Dieter Roth

Resident Representative For Sti Lanka
The Konfad-Adenaur Foundation.

The Rural Development Society (RDS) is
supposed to function as the People’s Organi-
sation within each village for discharging the:
work cf planning, control of plan implemen-
tation as well'zs the co-ordination of different
project activities. It may be mentioned that,
even now (though unfulfilled), the functions
and aims of the RDS are: (I) to ‘harness the
enthusiasm. and efforts of viilagers for rural
development; (2) to link up people’s orga-
nisations with extensicn personnel of govern-
ment departments; and (3) to exert a closer
co-ordination of government: projects for deve-
lopment at the village level.
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The Government has officially given the
RDS a key role to play in the rural develop-
ment movement. In the wake of a massive
campaign, over 11,000 Soceties have been
registered up to the midde of 1980. At
this puint, therefore, it would be 2ppropriate
to take an interim look at the RDS.

Major shortcomings: In its present
shape, the RDS dues not seem to be an ideal
focus for vi.lage development work. How-
ever, it Is believed that it represents the
type of orgarisation which can be most easily
transformed into a comprehersive and effec"iye
village level development org:nisation. Tne
critic:l puints cin be subsumed under several
headirgs. Some of the issues discussed are to
" a certain extent self-exzlenatory for the in-
siders of rural instituticns in the Sri Lankan
context. Nevertheless, it still secems neccs-
sary to elaborate upcn some of the points to
be raised subsequently. .

The Problem of Leadership: The
majority of the farmers are poor. Tue informal
vill ge-leaders are generdlly the well-to-do
farmers. An inherent contradiction exists
between the interests of the up
income brackets (rich and the poor). Very
ofcen, the poor farmer is to a certzin excent
dependent on the “g.odwill” of his zffl ient
neighbour, who may
Braiich Manager of the Co-cp Szcely or have
some other public furcticn. Tnis dependency
inevitably helps the “infurmal leader” to be
elected even as the president of the RDS.

The omnipresent pooling of power cer-
tainly cannot be ruled out easily, but.a better
and more democraric parcicipition in the
leadership of the RDS can be ensured by
enacting a solid framework of by-laws. In
~ view of the relatively high standard of formal
education, even among the puorer segments
of villagers, there should be no constrants

to integrate them into the ranks of RDS-
leaders. -

Party politics and Political Inter-
ference: Undoubcedly, the must serious and
pervisive factor reducirg the effectiveness
of RDS has been, and is, party politics. Though
politics, in the correct contex:t, can play a
very constructive role in development, it can
be detrimental when dragged into the acti-
vities of the RDS, which is purely a basic village
development organisation of the people.

As it is, party politics at RDS-level leads
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to a polarizing of power, thus creating a mofio-
poly over the official functions, which in turn
result in patronage, favouritism and nepotism,
d scourag ng the villigers to mobilise their
efforts for their own development.

Link: If leadership in the RDS is based
on common party politics, it amounts to a
discontinua:ion or interruption of develop-
ment work, s'nce the leadership pattern charges
with zlzerations in the political scene (as It
has often been the case) during national elec-
tions.

Consequently, politicians and parties
should understand that a village devel.pment
institution is not a playground for petty
party plitics, as it weakens both the effective-
ness znd credibility of a village-based people’s
org:onisation.

RDS and District Administration:
A considerable lack of zdministrative support
at all levels towards RDS can be observed.
In spite of many able and well-mctivated
officials at district and divisionzl admiristra-
tions, they are so overloaded with work that
it is not possib'e to give any particular atten-
tion to the RDS. Tne attitude of most ad-
miristrators, towards the role of RDS in rural
development, reveals itself in the platitude
“Let them do social work!”

Accordingly it is extremely difficult for
the RDS to convirce that they can successfully
and effectively mobi.ice the development po-
tenti:l of the village. Thnerefore, it is impera-
tive that steps be taken to give a status to the
RDS, enabling the administrators to recognize
the RDS as the vital link to the grass-roots.
Tais, in turn, needs the RDS to be legally
instal ed as, for example, the Agrarian Service
Centres, without however eliminating the
character of voluntary self-help.

Lack of Co-ordination:
of ‘top-to-dow.is” decision-making, there is
a considerable lack of co-ordination in the
chiim of implementation. Tais is more so in
the field of rural development, which en-
compasses almost every facet of village deve-
Iopn?ent where a mul:itude of government,
semi-government and non-government insti-
tutions are engaged in equally numerous and
diffzrent operations. The normal approach
'S to co-ordinate this work from the Sloph.
with the result that at the actual level of im-

plementation there is ractically n i
nation. p. e co-prdl

In a “process
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At least in some areas of work, it is useful
to introduce a co-ordination “from below"
giving more authority to the people or their
répresentatives who are better aware of the
problems. This system of grassroots co-ordi-
- nation is also fully in line with the declared
- pol ¢y of the Government. The co-ordination
. achieved at district level has, unfortunately,
~ Mot yet passed down to the village level.

Finances. Only Community Development:
'So far, it appears that the RDS are focussing
their attention more on community develop-
ment, thus under-rating the importance of
~ enhancing the productivity of the traditional
farming sector. For the benefit of villagers —
who are mostly farmers—the RDS should
~change its philosophy and transform to a
comprehensive rural organisation, performing
services in addition, or if other service insti-
tutions fail in their functions or cannot effec-
tively provide the services. There are several
instances where RDS has entered this area
of activities and has proved successful.

The type of service functions or projects
implemented by the RDS depend to a great
extent on the specific socio-economic situa-
tion of the village as well as of the villagers,
and no prescriptions can be given in this regard.
- Generally, however, the RDS should envisage
to promote projects to strengthen the pro-
duc:ive capacity of the villagers without any
sector-wise or service-wise restrictions.,

Monetary Constraints: Bz:ing a purely
voluntary body, the RDS rec ives no regular
income, and, hence the aciivitizs have to be
financed through contriburions from the vil-
lagers or. through external funds. Mob:lising
contributions from villagers to implement pro-
jects is often an uphill task, due to meagre
financia! resources of the rural populaticn.
On the other hand, access to outside funds is
limited by various factors. Thus, most RDS
are engaged in irregular contract-jobs or spor-
adic “food-for-work’ projects.

To function as a‘ viable development
organisation, it is imperative that the RDS
must have a stable financial framework. Provid-
ing revolving funds for approved and well-
designed projects, a regular project competi-
tion or bank credit facilities secured by the
collective guarantees of the membership—
are only a few out of many possibilities.

The Training Component: At present,
the training given to RDS emphasises the as-
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pect of leadership and mobilisation of self-help
capability by creating problem consciousness.
The crucial question is, however, whether
the leaders trained are the right multipliers
for this task. In this background, it would
be more effective to bring the trainers to the
village in order to mob.lize the target groups
themselves, rather than relying on a more or
less doubtful snowball-system. B

The trzining Imparted should not have a
pre-determined or standard character. |t
should be individually tzilored to the specific
needs and problems of the respective trainees
and their villages. Tne trainees, together
with the villagers, should identify the needs
of the village, draw up a plan and define suitable
projects. Otherwise, it will be not possible
to overcome the apparent deadlock in the
further development of the RDS to function
as a true grassroots development organisation.
In order to utilise the potential+ of hither to
11,000 RDS In the process of development,
and to make the RDS more viable, the points
mentioned below should be given due con-
sideration: Redefining the role of RDS as a
participatory, self-help and comprehensive vil-
lage organisstion; (2 Administrative link of
the RDS with the Development Councils at
village and semi-urban level, as well as with
District Secretaries; (3) Provision of agricul-
tural service a villoge/sub-divisional ~ level
through Agrarian Services Centres, via RDS;
(4) Enactirg proper by-laws to give the RDS
a new legal basis and the necessary recogni-
tion by the administration; (5) Strengthen
the financial structure of the RDS; (6) Mobilze
villagers by on-the-spot and in-service-training
of targct groups; (7) Define a broad catalogue
of projects which cen be planned and imple-
mented by the RDS, allowing adequate flexi-
bility for individuzl societies to select and
change according to the felt needs of the
people; (8) To give highest priority to projects
which yield the highest returns, in terms of
a direct and lasting improvement of the life
of villagers, and aim at enhancir.g their produc-
tive capacity; (9) Establish a monitoring and
extenslon system to guide the RDS.

+ %

}
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CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT STATEMENT

Kalawana

“THE CURIOUS CONFUSION over Kalawana
is easily resolved if looked 2t on the basis of
simple democratic principle. CRM pointed
out, and the Supreme Court held, that to
give the Kalawana seat two MPs would be an
interference with the franchise and an infringe-
ment of the sovereingty of the people, and
that therefore a Bill which would bring about
this result requires to be passed by a referen-
dum. CRM’s position however is not that a
referendum should be proceeded with, but
that the Bill should be withdrawn, as’it is
basically undemocratic.

Universal franchise is of littie value unless
there is also provision for a fair distribution
of votes, geographically and population wise,
throughout the country. For this purpose
we have had, and have, constitutional provisions
for independent Delimitation Commissions to
demarcate electorates and distribute seats. For
democracy is not just ‘‘one man, one vote’.
It is “one man, one vote, one value.”

There is no justification whatever to now
give Kalawana, a rural electorate with no
special features to distinguish it from the
many others of its kind, two MPs instead of the
one rightly allocated to it by the last Deli-
mitation Commission. (In any event, in a
multi-member constituency both M.P.s are
elected and the electors have two votes; that
is not what is being introduced -here.) If the
nominated member is to retain his seat along
with the newly elected one, then whatever
the result of the current by-election there will
be a serious infringement of democracy. If a
pro-Government candidate wins, then the vot-
ing power of the Kalawana electorate in Parlia-
ment will be out of all proportion to that of
the other seats—Kalawana will have two votes
in the legislature, seriously devaluing the votes
of every other electorate in the country. If,
on the other hand, the Opposition candidate
wins, then the Kalawana votes in Parliament
will cancel each other out, effectively dis-
franchising all the voters of Kalawana.

It is clear that Kalawana should properly
have only one member. The question then is,
should it be the one nominated by the party
which appeared to win the seat in 1977, but
which election has now been set aside, or the
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129 of the Constitution for an adyvi
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one to be elected at the by-election now in
progress! One needs no more than the ABC
of democracy to come to the obvious conclu-

sion. e
In CRM’s view the legal position is clear—
the Speaker's ruling was incorrect, the seat
is now vacant, it will be filled by the candidate
to be elected on Monday, |2 January. There .
an be no doubt whatever that this is also in’

accord with the spirit of the new Constitu-

tion. The  Constitution provides' fer only

elected members. Nomination by a political

party is provided for when it is clear that that

party was chosen by the people, and where

a vacancy occurs due to some subsequent
event such as death or resignation or being
absent without leave. ‘In such an event nomi-
nation by the party does not contravene the
principle of elected representatives because
the nomination is by the political party in-
which the electorate has already expressed

its confidence. (CRM pointed out at the time
the new Constitution was being debated that
this principle was not appropriate as regards
the present Parliament, and that every vacancy
in it should be filled by a by-election, but that
is another matter.) ‘““Where however, an
election is set aside, one does not know in

which party the electorate placed its con-
fidence, and so no political party can claim a
vested right to fill the vacancy. A by-election

is the only solution. This is the pattern and
the spirit manifest throughout the Copsti-
tution in both its main and its transitional
provisions.

If, however,.the government feels that
this clear and logical spirit has not been given
effect to in the phrasing of one section of the
Constitution, and feels that there is some
legal or technical difficulty in bringing about
thf; only result consonnant with democratic
principle, . then the obvious solution wouyld
:glea :mtable amendment of the law. A suit-
a mendmeﬂt would be NOT to seek to
kzgc??modate the elected.member while

Ping room for the nominated member
but to provide that there shall be only one
member for Kalawana, and that shall b)e: ?I:e
member elected at the by-election Alt -
nat:'vely, the Government could .refer ﬁ-.:
matter to the Supreme Court under Article

SOry opinion.

gg{l;l: gannot comprehend why the Govern
oS not ta fy it
Helis ke either of these obvious
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CRM urges the Government to resolve
this issue in keeping with the principles set
out above, and not te divert enormous human
and material resources into the exercise of
holding a naticn-wide referendum on a Bill
which seeks to create an undemocratic and
unique anomaly out of the constituency of
- Kalawana.

Desmond Fernando

- Secretary.
G RM
16/1, Don Carolis Road.,
‘ Colorqbo 5. 9.1.198I
-.w-—
CHANGES

In Colombo City

By R. Kahawita

Today getting into the city through
the new Kelaniya bridge is surprisingly
colourful, pleasing, and the prospect is
clean, orderly, and tidy. Itisa contrasting
change to what it was. We hope we
will be able to maintain as such always.
It gives one the feeling that the city is
ours, it belongs to us, we live in it, there-
fore why not strive to keep and maintain
our city as.a picture book scene.

When we get to the other side of the
bridge and move forward to the round-about,
on the right there is an eyesore, belonging
to the Ceylon Electricity Board; the area

fenced off for the ‘“‘Kelanitissa Power House". -

It is a disgrace to the Board, with rank vege-
tation, 2Imost creeping up to the switch yard
and the transformers, stores and equipment
are seen scattered all over and exposed to sun
and rain. The impression cne gets is that
the area has been abandoned; even the sign

boards are standing on one leg. This, of

course, is the general standard of < mainte-
nance of any State property. We are far
too busy fashioning a just Society tc give
thought to such mundane affairs as "keeping
the clothes clean.

~ On the opposite side are the squatters
earning. a -miserable living by cultivating
“Kira" —the cheapest vegetable of the poor
men today—on land that do not belong to
‘them. Yet, in their poverty, they maintain
their small plot—far better than the premises

B Al

of the C.E.B. with all the resources available
to a state corporation. The attitudes are
different, the Kira cultivator is conscious of
the fact that it is this small plot of land that
gives him his bread and butter—The C.E.B.
officials get theirs whatever happens to the
property in their charge.

At the round-about there are two' roads,
one going towards Borella via Welikada Pri-
sons, and the other 2 link road —what used to
be ‘“Prince of Wales Avenue” today renamed
Sirimavo Mawatha. This branching off of roads
is a guessing game to find out what leads where.
Nobody grumbles about the confusien. A
proper directional Sign Board should help to
sort out the traffic to its correct destination.

During the Pre-1977 days there was ‘a
central feature at this roundabout—a «cari-
cature statue of one of our Leaders also once
a Prime Minister during the Pre-Republican
days —S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike. After the last
General elections vandals damaged this statue
and only the bottom half of the figure was
there for some time—reminiscent of the
type of summary justice meted out by our
kings of the past. However may be in penit-
ence, we have removed the stump of the
damaged replicaand a g-uve of colourful foliage
plants have taken its placa. This may be a deli-
berate change in keeping with the present
day politics. Nevertheless one cannot deny
the fact that he was the architect of a rival
political party to the U.N.P., born of our
arrogance after Independence. |

He named his party “Sri Lanka freedom
Party”” and in 1956 he coalesced ‘with a weak-
ling group —Mahajana Eksath Peramuna (M.E.P.)
to win the elections and dfive us into the wil-
derness. Their 1956 success was an eye-opener
and an indicator of the mood of the people,
then towards the U.N.P. even the two leaders
of the coalition were surprised at their re-
sounding victory.

Have we been able to change that mood
today? “All that glitters is not gold”, power
corrupts green, blue or red. This hybrid
party seized the opportunity to consolidate
their grip on the masses to match any other
contender for political power. They are that
today and we have experienced a see=saw
game in politics in the past.

We are not interested in this aspect.
But while he was the Prime Minister, he adop-
ted a garb for his political followers, a sort
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_ of Political Uniform. White cloth, long banian
with long sleeves and a dark blue scarf, It
was his symbol of Political authority, the
-authority to be taken to grass-root level.
‘Tne current U.N.P. regime also has adopted
this same costume for the first time in its
history; the dark blue scarf was discarded
but not replaced it with a green scarf-white
and green do not go together. Aestheticclly
it Is jarring—may be the reason why we aban-
“doned it, or may be a quick change is pessible.
Those in the other Pulitical parties and C.P.
(Muscow or Peking) are in mongrel costumes.
They are honest and sincere, may be even
convinced that changirg the form of dress
‘is not guing to charnge their ideclogies nor
can the people be cheated to the belief that a
costume underlies political ideolcgies. Their
tactics are more purposeful and objective
than what underlies a costume.

The Statue that was desecrated by the
vandals' was garbed in the costume he adupted
as his symbol of his political humil.ty. Tne
person who moulded the statue had caught
his cynic sm much better than ‘2 Da Vinci”
to betray his political insincerety and his con-
tempt for his political supporters—the end
proved the means. Any way we hope this
Statue will be recast in a more permanent
material and will be re-erected above
the colourful bushes that have sprung
up on the round-about.

We must respect and honour what the
S.L.F.P. leader attempted to do for our people
and a good section of the people accepted him
for that. It would be a good gesture on our
part to erect the statue in this round-about
again when all the decorations and beautifica-
tion is over. It would be timely too. It was
by popular wish of the “party voters” that
the effigy was put up. We are 2 democracy.
So let us demonstrate it by deeds.

The original designer of this uniform
expected all and sundry to adopt it as the
“National Dress’’ —a movement started some-
where in 1923 or so. Like all new innovations
many took to it then. But today it is cons-
picuous by its absence except in the House.
Today the so called National Dress has given
way to black pants and shirts of various des-
criptions.  This is the current and popular
dress among the young generation irrespec:ive
of sex or age; urban or rural. It is progress.

- NOW, LET US GET BACK to the highway
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at the round-about. In modern cities at all
entrances to the city proper there are direction
boards to indicate where a particular route
leads to, this is a way of canalizing traffic
in the city to their correct destinations. It
helps to prevent congestion within the city.

A well designed Direction Board should
satis{y everybody—particularly the Tou-
rist—our number one V.L.P. “‘with poc-
kets full of money” for whom the whole
country is striving hard to help him
loosen his purse strings. Like vultures,
shamelessly, we hover around the tou-
rist to get his d>llar. In that all third
world countries may be guilty of after
liberation. If we put a similar effort
to feed and house the seven million
brethren below the starvation line we
may hope to stay in power or attain
Nirvana. Looking afcer the Tourists
will not help us in that. They will only
help us to eat what little we have.

WITHIN THE CITY there is visible change;
Roads are being widened, new avenues cons-
tructed, street crossirgs have been developed
into round-abouts with foliage and flower
plarts, fountains and moulded figures spout-
ing fountains eventhough some of these figures
are grotesque and ugly, nonetheless it is a
concerted effort to beautify the city. When
one is whizzing past these ugly spots, one has
no time to look at them cricically —the main
‘t‘hing is, something is being done to generate,
an awareness of ownership”. It is this kind
of motivation that can make a city beautiful
and preserve it that way.

‘As we leave our great' city through the
same bridge—may we take the liberty to
name th s bridge “Kothmale Bridge” as it was
he who initiated its construction. The other
bridge is called “Victoria B idge”.  So, why
not remember this Leader by his handy work?
We come face to fice with the camoufl:ged
structure put up by the last regime to hide
the beginrirg of a fly-over bridge commenced
by the 1965-spell of the U.N.P. Some say it
was done to hide Monty’s folly. But the
last Government had a premonition of their
fats so they painted the blank wall with ele-

phants to tell the people ‘““‘we are out —the
elephants are coming.” |

The fly-over had a presti
gious plan as such
structures go, to regulate traffic entering
and leaving the city. If the work were com.
pleted, it would have opened up a speed way



to the North of the ¢ountry, a bye-pass to the
Central and Eistern regions as well as to deve-
- lop the marshes on the right bank of Kelaniya
to satel i'e towns to e se off the corgestion
in Colombo North., Excapt for the filling for
the road furmation, zll other permarent struc-
tures have been completed in 1970 replate
_with a commemmoration pilar, road culverts,
raiiway over-head crossi. g, bridg:s across dr.irs

and elas, and of course the partly completed
fly-over.

Before the U.N.P. had time to complete
the scheme we were edged out of power and
they stand as maissive mohuments to our partisan-
ship and political rivalry . within. In silence
they also speak as to how each Governm:nt
squanders public money—loans, aid or out-right
grants—yet a burden which the masses of this
country have to bear compared to our 169 mem-
bers, who participated in this squander mania.
Worst still, we pay them for doing this. Of
course they, have the excuse of ‘“‘global inflation™
to blame for not being able to make ends meet—

for you and me. All the same a great city - must
be built.

The skyline too is changing, high-ris®
buildings and who can say the vista from

the sea may rival Sirgapore, or even Man-
hatten, what matters if our people may be

admiring these cloud kissirg structures with
hurgry stomaches—yet they are ours both
the people and the sturucture. In silence
they watch as the changes and beautifications
are moving on. Muay be with the same cynical
smile caught in the effigy at the entrance to
the city —'"‘At the end we who decides” may
be their inner dictum.

Nevertheless our Premier City is get’
ting a massive face lift. Can we maintain
them in good repiir and service while
16,000 families are living in hovels? That
is another question—Today the city Is
beautiful. So forget the here-after.

BOOK REVIEW

Current Affairs

- HAVANA TO KABUL A Sri Lankan Non-
Al gred View By S. P. Amarasirgam ( Trlbuqe
Publications, Cclombo 1980 Rs. 12/50).

HAVANA TO KABUL is a commentary and
critical expose of U.S. imperialism at work

~ of trouble spots are neat contrivances

after its debacle in Vietnam. The main focus
of the book is centred on the attempts, dip-
lomatic and otherwise of the Carter govern-
ment to break the collective decision znd
solidarity of the Non-aligned Movement to
allow communist Cuba to host the Sixth
Summ t Conference at Havana in September
1979, to destroy the Iranian revolution and
to destabilise the Afghan government in Kabul.
As could be seen, these postures and carving
by
American foreign policy makers to detract
the American people from capitalist economic
cullapse at home and zalso to bulster the dwind-
li.g Carter image to drum up support in the
then ensuing Primaries.  Tne information
contained in the book is the converse of the
conventivnal and familiar barrage dished out
by the Woestern news media and faithfully
reported in the newspapers of the reactionary
press in many of the Tnird World countries.
In this respect the book is very revealing and
most welcome. In terms of presentation,
because of years of perceptive observation as
a journalist and as ore who gathered the
ongoirgs from the vantage point of the Sum-
mit Curference in Havana, the author moves
comfortably back and forth between impe-
rialist de.igns and Non-zligned commitment
to provide an inteliigent and convincirg ana-
lysis of a facet of imperialism which otherwise
would lie buried. Tne bock on this score is a
vital supplement in the area of practice to

- the existing literature on the theory of im-

perialism,

Though bourgeois scholarship claims the
end of imperialism with the break-up of the
colunial system in the late ‘forties, in reality
however riew structures and institutions in
the GATT, IMF, IBRD etc. had been devised
already for the economic domination of the
newly independent states even ‘before any
retreat of open political domination. Hence
the new states came to take their place in a
world order created by the rich for the rich
and for the continued chaining of the new
states to the chariot wheels of imperialism.
Prof. Tnomas B:logh made this explicit when
he wrote in 1962: “neo-imperialism doues not
depend con open political domination. The
economic relations of the U.S. to South America
are not essentially differert from those of
Britain to her African cclonies. The Inter-
national Monetary Fund fulfills the role of the

colunial admii.istration in enforcing the rules
of the game.”
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The gusto of the Non-aligned Movemeng
in the contemporary phase has galvamgeh
itself to break-up this unjust world prder whic
is patently inimical not onlyt to its prqgress
" but even to its survival. This has positioned
the NAM in 2 confrontational course with
imperialism. Hence the imperialists interest
in breaking or weakening the collective soli-
' darity of the Movement which reached 2 new
height in the Havana Summit. But both in
" this and in its earlier position as 2 force for
the articulation of political independence, t'he
‘Non-aligned Movement has found in the Soviet
Union and the Socialist block of countries a

- npatural ally, as it were.

The author traces the first signs in the
confluence of views leading to the emergence
of the NAM in the stirring call made by Jawa-

* harlal Nehru in the late ‘forties: “We believe’

peace and freedom are indivisible, and the
denial of freedom anyw..ere must endanger
freedom elsewhere and lead to conflict and
war. We are particularly interested in the
emancipation of colonial and dependent coun-
‘tries.”” The precursor to the First (196!)
Nori'-aligned Summit in Belgrade were the
Asian Relations Conference in New Delhi
in 1947, the Asian Prime Ministers’ Meeting
in Colombo in 1954 and the Asian-African
Conference in Bandung, Indonesia in 1955.
It was however at the First Belgrade Summit
that the principles of Non-alignment—anti-
colonialism, meaning the right of the oppres-
sed people to have their nation state and
anti-imperialism, meaning fight for economic
independence were enunciated and Member-
ship of the Movement was extended to states
which have consistently supported movements
for national liberation. -

According to the book the imperialist
attempt to break-up the Havana = Summit
failed to materialise. The author states: “Con-
cretely, the first issue in the strategy to break-
- up the Sixth Summit was the Kampuchean
question. The second was Egypt. The third
was the charge that Cuba was seeking to re-
orientate the Movement to make it an append-
age of the Soviet Union. But none of these
either broke up the Summit or even held up
_ its work....Only Singapore’s Rajaratnam open-
-!‘y peddled the old cold war line against the

Commies” and “fellow travellers”, brought
up to date by Brzezinski's theory of “proxy.
wars ' to indict the USSR, Cuba and V.etnam
The red menace bogey proved to be 2 damp
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squib than the Kampuchean and ' Egyptian
issues. Even cynics have had to admit that
though the possibilities of division and quar-
rels exploding and shattering the non-aligned
movement still exist in theory, in actual prac-
tice 2 common set of interests prevalled_.to
hold the movement together —interests which
made all members to close their ranks on the -
basis of compromises against a common enemy,
namely, imperialism which stood in the way of
a new order, especially a New International
Economic Order.

“The Summit reaffirmed in its Final Dec-
laration that the essence of the pclicy of the
Non-aligned was the struggle against imperia-
lism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, ap-
artheid and Zionism, opposition to all forms
of foreign occupation and domination and
hegemony: the struggle for peaceful co-exist-
ence among states and non-interference and
nen-intervention in the affairs of other coun-
tries.”

Carter’s diplomatic and economic offensive
was aimed at irtimidating the weak and' pliant
Central and South American countries. The
author writes as follows on this: “The US
carrot and big stick policy for the Caribbean
was really intended to intimidate Central and
South American countries and to tell them that
if they played ball (or banana) with the US
they would get a few carrots, but if they were
tempted to go the Cuba way, the big stick of
punitive action wculd descend on them. Carter
further disclosed that the Havana = Summit
(and the refusal of the majority of members
to discard Cuba and the New International
Economic Order) had compelled the US to
take world-wide measures to protect its secu-
rity: “The United States has a world-wide
interest in peace and stability. Accordingly
| have directed the Secretary of Defence to
enhance further the capacity of our rapid dep-
loyment forces to prctect our own interests
and to act in response for help from our allies
and friends. /e must be able to move our
ground, sea and air units to distant areas—
rapidly and with adequate supplies. We have
reinforced our naval presence in the Indian
Ocean. These steps reflect my determination ’
to preserve peace, to strengthen our alliance

and to defend the interests of the United
States.”’

. In lran, it wes the U.S. governments poli-
cies over the years, firstly in installing the Shah
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(Mohammed Reza Pahalavi) and in sustaining
his despotic rule and a repressive apparatus —
all for the benefit of U.S. imperialism, the
Shah family and the ruling class that eventually
brought about the anti-Shah revolution and
the anti-imperialist seizure of the hostages.
.On the lranian crisis, the author observes:
“The next, the ‘Iranian crisis’, was also actually
-engineered by Washington. This time more
artfully. The White House, it can be szid,
provoked events in the Iranian capital, know-
ing that warm hcspitality toward the former
Shah of Iran in New York would result in
serious repercussions in Tehran. ' Nevertheless,
Washington took the risk. The Carter ad-
ministration knew that the US embassy in
Tehran and the hostages would be seized —
if the Shah was permitted in the US.”

‘On the Afghan question, the author
surmises that the Carter government had
won over Hafizulla Amin in order to destabi-
lise the socialist Saur revolution of 1978 and
that imperialist desigrs were forestalled by
the presently ruling Babrak Karmal faction
which quickly took over and called in Soviet
intervention to consolidate itself. The book
also contains a critical and realistic appraisal
of the zig-zagging of the Maoist and post-Mao
policies of China both in regard to the aspira-
tions of the Non-aligned Movement and in
regard U.S. imperialism.

The criticism directed against US foreign
policy dovetails in every respect: with the
views of radicals in the United States itself.
However, it is seldom that US foreign policies
have been realistically ,evaluated from the
stand point of the need to maintain world
peiace by a Third World writer and to this
extent the book provides a refreshing insight.
The adventurous content and the buccaneering
beligerence in which US foreign policy deci-
sions have been made as revealed in this book
would cause any reader concern for the future
when Ronald Regan enters the White House
on January 20. |

Sat_chi Ponnambalam,

London,
January 24, 1981.
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ANECDOTE

Was It Love?

By Buvanasundari Buvanasundaram

Dusk was fast gathering, and the traffic
had ceased. | stood at a lonely halt, awaiting
impatiently for the sight of the red and silver
ramshakle which they call a bus. | had said,
| would be home by six, and it was well past.
glanced at my  watch, frowned, shifted
from one foot to the other, and then frowned
again. | could always cook up an excuse for
being late, but to stand at a lonely bus halt,
situated in a lonely street, wasn’t very inviting.

w®

A sleek silver automobile took the bend
dangerously, skidded and came to a stand
still in front of me. A guy with a mop of
black hair, beautifully styled, and well cut
features (obviously a2 boy whom the teenager

would have called groovy) stuck his head
out. | g

“Hi sis! Want a life?”

Much as | was used to ‘‘passes’’ from the
opposite sex, this took me quite by surprise.
| gave him the coldest look | could muster
(but I admit it didn’t have any effect on him)
and looked the other way, finding the setting
sun a most absorbing scene. (Something
which | usually hardly took any notice of—
after all, the sun had to set, hadn’t it? And,
who cares if it turns the sky into multi-coloured
ribbons while doing $0). The boy laughed,
accelerated, and the car shot off at a speed
that would have made a policeman’s head turn
hundred and eighty degrees. No doubt, he
offered lifts to almost every girl at a bus halt.
Had probably discovered an oil well in his
back yard! | smiled cynically as | recalled 2 cou-
ple of lines from a current hit by Billy Joel,

“Don’t you know about the new fashion
honey, .

All you need is looks, and a whole lot of
money.”’ Tl _
~ The sound of a bus, ended my thoughts
and | spent the next twenty minutes elbowing
my way in, hanging onto the pole, so that |
wouldn’t be thrown out of the bus, while
the driver experimented on his new brakes;
and finally not forgetting the flying leap out
of the moving bus, ('cos the driver wouldn't
oblige by stopping at my halt), which resulted
in me finding myself sprawled on the pave.
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ment, and looking a complete fool. Anyway,
as | said, it wes dark and not many.people
about. So you could imagine my surprise, for
as | got up from the dusty pavement a'nd.
tested my limbs for fractures—a voice said:

“Excuse me miss, you have dropped some-
thing”'.

| looked up into a pair of dark black eyes,
recognising him immediately, since he lived
two doors next, in fact he had just moved
~in last week.

G ) 1| PPN R thanks’’, | said as | took
the purse which he extended to me.

“Did you hurt yourself?”

NG v just a little shaken........
thanks”. | had no idea why | kept thanking
him!

“You stay at Horton Place don’t you?
Would you mind if | walk home with you?’

Now how was | supposed to tackle that?
| racked my brains, trying to remember the
last romance book | had read, and what the
pretty heroin did in similar circumstances.

“Oh....er....] don't mind. ,You are
welcome.”

He fell into step beside me, and we walked
in silence. | couldn’t think of anything that
might have helped to make conversation.
What should | say? Should | ask him what his
favourite programme on TV was? And what
if he didn’t have a TV set? Or maybe | should
comment upon the weather: the monsoon
showers are delayed or........

“You go’ to Ladies’ College don’t you?"
“Mel Oh....er....yer",

He sm'led—a strangely charming smile;
something that warms one’s heart—I am sure
you know what | mean.

“You must have been badly shaken. You
seem almost nervous'.

| bit my lips. Nervous indeed! Did he
want me to tell him that he was the first guy
who had walked home with me? And that
it was he wko made me uncomfortable? Any-
way he invited himself, and | wasn't enjoying
his company in the least. Or was I? | shrug-
ged my shoulders. Batter with a companion
than walking home alone at 7 p.m. We
rounded the bend, and reached my house.
Unlatching the gate, | stood uncertain, not
knowing what to do. | Certainly couldn’t
invite him home. Bringing a boy home might
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send the mater crashing through the ceiling,
and the pater to hospital with a heart atteck!

In the Mi.ls and Buons, the boy bestowed
the girl with a good night kiss. If my cam-
panion had done so much as peck me on the
cheek, | guarantee that | would have fainted
over the gate! He seemad uncomfortable too. -

“Er....well, | hope | see you again..:.
soon. Goodnight, he said. -
“Good night”, | replied.
He turned and walked quickly down the

| stood watching him with a mixture
of odd /feelirgs. | felt lonely, guilty and glad.
He was nice....yes.. and decent too. He
stopped at his gate, turned around, raised his
hand in farewell, and disappeared inside. |
opened mine, slipped in and leaned against
it. | felt a little breathless. Had my heart
accelerated its beat? What was in him, that
made me like him? God said, “Love thy neigh-
bour”, but he hadn’t said ‘and his son too”
in his commandment. But anyway....was it,
love?

lane.
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TRIBUTE

Prof. H. A. De S. Gunesekera

Professor H. A. De S. Gunasekera’s sudden
death was a shock to the intellectual com-
munity of the U..iversities because it removed
from the University scene ore of the eminent
ecoromists of the early U.iversity vintage.
Prof. H. A. De S. Gunasekera, k. own to his
contemporaries and colle:gues as H. A. De §.
and to his large student clientele s Had ya
was one of the best produc:s of the then U, |-
versity of Ceylon, and he was the fisst to obt.in
a Fist Class in Ecoromics. He served the Uri-
versity for nearly 37 years and it was during
this lorg spell of academic life that he achi-
eved distinciion both in his own right as the
leading economist of the Universities and as
an emirent member of the academic com-
munity.

H. A. de S., as one of the best University
teachers in Ecoromics, Pioneered in the teach-
ing of Economics in Sinhala, and took all pains
to popularise the subject in the Universities.
His -ppointment to the Chair in Economics
in 1964 represented a landmark in the teaching
of this subject in the Universities. He, de-

N
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bunking the reactionary English educated elite’s
oft-repeated argument that Economics cannot
be taught in the Swabasha, successfully pio-
neered in the teaching of this subject to a
new generation of economists who now hold
important positions in various wealks of life

in the country. In the field of research, his
unlike

record is outstanding. H. A. De S.
certain dons who indulge in the manipulation
of data in colonial documents and write both
historical gibberish and economic and political
rubbish, did not subscribe to this form of
research, the assessment of which is done on
the basis of quantity and not the quality His
contributions to irternationzl publications, in-
cluding the work edited by Prof. S:yers, were
* definitive studies on the subject of Banking
and monetary problems. His post-graduate
research, - primarily his doctoral dissertation
on ‘From Dependent Currency to Central
Banking in Ceylon’ has been treated a definitive
study on the subject and it, acccording to Prof.
Sayers, deserved H. A. De S. a Ds.C from the
London School of Economics.

Prof. Gunasekera’s association with left
wing politics of this country became such an
eye-sore to some of the acidemics at Pera-
deniya that his election to the Deanship at
Peradeniya in 1965 became a great battle. He,
despite the opposition based on academic
jealousy, caste, creed and politics, was elected
Dean and this position, irrespective of the
forces he fought, was never utilised for his
personal advancement and to cut the threat
of his fellow colleagues. Above all, he never
used his position as Dezn for the benefit of
his kith and kin, and never wanted to convert
the Faculty of Arts into a ‘personal nindagama’
of the incumbent of the Dearship. He saw
to the development of the Faculty and the
Department of Economics and Pulitical Science;
the courses in this field of study were moder-
nised to meet national requirements and in-
ternational standards and invested an effort
to obtain a well trained cadre in the Depart-
ment of Economics and Political Science. The
Department of Economics and Pulitical Science
therefore, became the most important centre
of teaching cf Economics and Pulitical Science
in the Universiteis, the credit for wh?ch must
go to H. A. Da S. for his unfailing initiative
and dedicaticn,

In addition to his distinguished academic
career at Peradeniya, H. A. De"S. was able to
give the benefit of his knowledge and expertise
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to the process of decision-making in economic
matters of the country. In the short period
in which he functioned as the Chairman of the
Peoples Bink, he made an effort to popularise
bankirg in the rural sector. In the period 1970-
77 H. A. De S. in his capacity as Secretary to
the Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs,
made several innovations in the field of deve.
lopment planning. H. A. De S., though he occu-
pied this prestigious position in the adminis-
trative apparatus of this country, did not lose
his basic interest in academic matters and his
commitment to teaching underwent no change,
and it was this dedication which prompted him
to tane a courageous st2nd on thes.lary issue
of the University teachers in July, 1980. This
Courageous and bold stand was given a poli-
tical interpretation by the arrogant bureau-
cracy (which remains total y politiciced) which
sees permanency in their very temporary
Olympian positions. Prof. H. A, De S. opted
to serve at the Colombo Uriversity purely
on grounds of health; inspite of which he was
ag.in transferred to Peradeniya with effect
from December I, 1980 and this, in his view,
was a deliberate attempt at victimisation and
| boldly share this point of view of my former
teacher and colleague. No amount of Senior
Common Room gussip and face saving talk can -
conceul the damage done to this nation and
the community of intellectuals in this country.
Intellectuals are now under attack and the
freedom of the intellectual is at stake. The
great mass of intellectuals lost H. A. De S.
at a time when we need to prepare ourselves
to fight and destroy intel ectual facism, aca-
demic thuggery and intellectual hypocrisy.

Prof. Wiswa Warnapala

Department of Political Science,
U.iversity, Peradeniya.
10.1.81

SOVIET VIEW

Suzuki’'s Asean Visit ‘

Moscow, January 10, -_
As the Japanese Prime Minister Zenko
Suzuki beg-n his four of the five ASEAN coun- -
tries on Thursday, he is not only setting a
precedent but also setting himself quite a
stiff diplomatic task. Suzuki’s ASEAN Initia-
tive makes sense because Japan is, in many
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ways, the major power with the most visjble
and pervasive presence in the Asian region.
The long-time Japanese insistence on separat-
ing economics from politics in foreign policy
is dead.

When the former Prime Minister, Takeo

Fukuda, toured the ASEAN capitals in 1977
he enunciated the ‘Fukuda doctrine” for
Japan’s relations with South-East Asia, the

first time that any Japanese leader had so
clearly articulated Japanese regional foreign
policy objectives since the end of World
War 2. Now, in at least two ways, Mr Suzuki
can be expected to bring that doctrine up-
to-date _

. WHILE JAPAN will pursue 2 comprehensive
national security policy, he says, it will not
rely on military power alone. If the ASEAN
countries continue to have misgivings about
Japanese defence spending —most recently
boosted by 7.61 per cent for 1981, rather than
by the 9.7 per cent urged by Washington—
these must be corrected during the Prime
Minister’s tour.

In 1981 Suzuki .s more likely to praise
ASEAN for its stand against what it sees as
aggression against Kampuchea. The lapanese,
partly under ASEAN prodding, have chosen
to halt their aid programme to Hanoi and to
come down forcefully on the ASEAN side at
the United Nations and elsewhere, and to
insist, like ASEAN, on the need for an inter-
national conference on the Kampuchean issue.
‘These shared objectives will no doubt be re-
_iterated as Suzuki visits each of the five ASEAN
capitals.

There are several ways in which Japan-

~ ASEAN ties are getting significantly stronger.

The hard fact remains that for nearly every
plus there is minus, so far as the spectrum
of ASEAN attitudes towards lJapan are con-
cerned. The Japanese are often still suspect
for what are often seen as their hard-headed,
not to say ultra-sharp business methods.

The ASEAN countries, generally do not
want Japan to become too dominant. ASEAN
countries are also not happy now that Sino-
Japanese amity and co-operation have been
increasing. The anxiety here is that a growing
Sino-Japanese economic relationship could be
at the expense of the Japan-ASEAN relation-
ship. It was at its height in the wake of the
si_gning of the peace treaty between China
and Japan in 1978. = Amidst . the euphoria
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engendered at that time, the South-East Asians

saw Japan buying more oil from China than
from the ASEAN region, switching its invest-
ments in China’s directions, and generally
helping to develop its industries which would
then undersell ASEAN products in the world

market. .
VISITING SINGAPORE last November,the M'nis-
ter for International Trade and Industry, Boku-
suko’ Tanaka, sought to diminish the ASEAN
worries over Sino-lapanese relations. “Our
trade and economic co-operation with China
is not a matter of dichotcmy between China
and ASEAN,” he said. “If we do show any
such tendency we will be most ready to eli-
minate such factors.”” Suzuki will be required
to give more such affirmations during his tour.
It will be interesting to see if he tackles this
triangular problem head-on, when he arti-
culates the ‘‘Suzuki doctrine’” in a major
speech in Bangkok, as his trip ends.
Another tricky task facing the Japanese
leader will be how he handles the point at
which Japanese zid-giving matches with ASEAN
performance as a co-operative body. At the
ASEAN summit meeting in Bali (Indonesia)
in 1976, the five nations agreed to five large-
scale industrial projects, which would all
benefit from the economies of scale provided
by the unified ASEAN market. In 1977, during
his ASEAN tour, the then Japanese Prime
Minister, Takeo Fukuda, pledged dollar |
billion Japanese aid (Mainly low-cost loans)
to these five projects. To date, none of this
aid has been forthcoming, because Japanese
aid (mainly low-cast loans) never got off the
ground. The Singapore project has been
abandoned altogether. The Philippine project
has been changed twice and is presently in-
definitive.  The Thai and Malaysian projects
are pot yet past the feasibility study stage.

No less than other lJapanese trade . part-
ners, the ASEAN countries will also be pres-

- sing for increased lapanese purchases of ASEAN

manufactures, plus lower duties and fewer
restraints ' on various ASEAN exports. The
fact that Japanese imports from the re--
gion have been increasing recently is of little
satisfaction, since these increases consist largely .
of primary products, notably oil. Thailand
and the Philippines will be particularly inc-
lined to complzin about the ‘substantial trade
deficits they incur in their trade with Japan.
ASEAN impatience on’ this issue stems in part
from the belief that the products which Japan
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should increasingly purchase from them are
the items which, by ncw Jipan should be
- ceasing to produce itself. So far, ASEAN frus-
tration on this issue has risen quicker than
any Japanese efforis to undercut it.

=
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. Disenfrachisement
Sir,

Mr. E. Seemanpillai’s ex-cathedra pro-
nouncement on disenfranchisem:nt (Tribunz,
January 10), criticising your usage of the word,
is quite wrong. . | haven’t hid time to check
his assertion that the OED ‘gives it no cur-
rency’ by consuliing the original 13-volume
edi“ion in ary of the libraries, but the Shorter
OED (which is the next best thirg) lists in the
1955 edition that | possess both disenfranchise
and disenfranchisemsnt. It also gives the date
of the first recorded usage of the verb as an
equivalent of disfranchise as 1664, so disen-
franchisement cin hardly be the ‘noticeable
departure from entrenched terminology’ that
M- Seemanpillai claims it to be. | suggest,
Sir, that you may continue to-use the word
without being influenced by misguided ped-
antry.

Reggie Siriwardena
50/2B, Siripa Road,
Colombo 5.
10 January 198l

# * Ed

Ministerial Junkets
Sir,
| am a regular reader of your journal
and have found it most interestirg at all times

as you huve always tried to give the other
side of the picture.

‘Since “Veritas” has failed to give the
name of another Minister who holds a very
importint Miristry name'y the Mirister of
Industries & Scier.tific Aff.irs who could have
engineered any number of trips has not dore
so. He also fits into the category of “AVOIDED
travel abroad-a very rare characteristic”. He
has done two or three trips to India & one to
‘UK., be it private or official not in a period
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- Soosaithasan, M.P. for Mannar.

of three years but In a lifetime. There may be
others who deserve equal publicity.

Tae names of the two M nisters namely
the Mirister of State and that of the Minister

of Fisheries should have appeared in thicker
print,

D. P
197, Ward Place, ercy Pedris

Colombo 8.
9.1.81
% % . #
Kalawana
Sir,

All who value democracy, whatever may
be their political affiliation, must rejoice that
Kalawana now has a properly elected Member
of Parliament, g
Tne tragic-comedy of a costly referendum —
costly both in time and money —could have
been avoided if Mr. Pilapitiya had taken the
simple step of resigning his seat. This would.
have been the honourable and patriotic thing
to do. But then, these virtues are usually in
short supply in our political life.

Fr. James Cooke O.M.I.
St. Joseph’s o.m.i. Seminary,
26, Green Path,
Kohuwela, Nugegoda.
14th, Jan. ‘8i

Sir,
Compensation for Shareholders

In Public Rupee Plantation

Companies

Tne only Member of Parliament who has
so far taken a genuine and sincere interest
in the unbearable sufferirgs .and hardships
of poverty-stricken Sharehulders in Public
Rupee Plantation Companies, is the very
well-informed and conscientious Mr. P. S.
| This is
evidenced by the full text of his speech made
in Parliament and recorded in Culumns 4327
and 4328 of the Hansard of 18th December
1980. Mr. Soosaithasan’s speech was as fol-
lows: '

“The last thing is about the payment of -
compensation to Public Rupee Companies,
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A total of 163 Plantation Public Rupee Com-
panles were vested in October 1975 along
with 83 Sterling Companies and 158 Private
companies. The 163 public rupce companies
had a total issued and fully paid capital of
‘Rs. 300 million. The Companies were floated
. many years ago, and the total number of share-
holders are in the region of 100,000, and most
of them are Ceylonese. It is sad that though
foreign shargholders of the 83 Sterling Com-
panies have been paid compensation, not

cent has been paid to the Ceylonese
shareholders of the Rupee Companies although
five years and two months have passed. It is
said that a.sum of Rs. 340 myllion was provided
in the 1978 estimates to pay Compensation
to the shareholders. But for some reason or
other, the shareholders of the Rupee Com-
panies have not been paid. We also under-
stand that some VIPs and some influential
people who owned private estates which were
taken over, were compensated more than
adequately. Does it mean that Private Com-
panies and private enterprises take precedence
over Public Companies and public enterprises?
No, Sir. Most of the shareholders are old,
some of them have died in absolute poverty
and want in their old age, without an income
to support them and their families and de-
pendants. This is %rossly unfair, and | re-
q}t:’est that action' be taken to compensate
them.

Another very important factor is that
Compensation should be paid direct to the
shareholders and not to the Agency Houses.
This is what one of the shareholders had to
say: “One of the very powerful and obstructive
forces which have been sabotaging the early
payment of full compensation direct to the
~shareholders of the Rupee companies, who
are the real owners of the estates and the
companies controlled by the Agency Houses,
are the Agency House Directors and their
stooge-company Directors, none of whom are
real or genuine shareholders in these 163
public plantation Rupee companies, and they
have always been wanting to swallow the
compensation money payable to the share-
- holders. These Agency houses and com-
pany directors who are Members of the so-
called Planters Association, have been secretly
negotiating with Ministry officials and agree ng
to accept Compensation monies due to the
shareholders in 4 yearly instalments or even
longer, so that they can sit on these compen-
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sation mories for another 4 or 5 years and
continue to draw their inflated and fudged
Agents and Secretaries’ fees, Directors’ fees
etc. etc., spread out to another 4 to 5 years
or even longer periods, because it will suit them
fine, the longer it is spread out! Therefore, .
please be kind enough to pay them as ear:ly.
as possible’. e

They are really having a very hard time. -
Most of them are dead and gone, and only
some are living and they are old and feeble.”

Mr. R. H. G. de Mel, Finance Minister:
“l want to clarify a point. The delay is not
due to the Treasury or the Ministry of Finance.
We are awaiting the Land Reform (Amend-
ment) B'Il of the Ministry of Agricultural
Development and Research. The Bill has now
been tabled and it will be debated in January.
Once it is passed, the question of compensa-
tion for the Rupee Companies can be taken
up, because the present proposal for com-
pensation does not cover the Rupee companies.
So whatever delay that has occurred is not
due to any remissness on the part of the Ministry
of Finance, but that the principle in regard
to the payment of compensation to Rupee
Companies had to be decided. Now, the
principle has been decided and the Bill is
before Parliament.

Mr. P. S. Soosaithasan: ‘“‘Now  Sir,
what has shocked and surprised the long-
suffering shareholders, who have been eagerly
and anxiously awaiting the early passage of the
Bill through Parliament, is the reply of the
Honourable Minister of Firance, Mr. R. J. G.
de Mel, wherein he has said that ‘once it is
passed, the question of compensation for the
Rupee Companies can be taken up, because
the present proposal for Compensation does
not cover the rupee compan‘es’. What exactly
did the Hon’ble Mirister of Finance mean by
saying ‘because the present proposal for
compensation does not cover the rupee com-
panies?” " If the present proposal did not cover
the Rupee companies, then what did it act-
ually cover? What it only meant to cover
only the irfluential and powerful VIP owners
of. private companies and estates, while dis-
criminating agzinst the poor and helpless Tens
of thousands of shareholders in the 163 public
Rupee Plantation companies, who “have been
suffering, starving and even dying in absolute
poverty and want, during the last 5 years and
3 months -ever since their Estates were vested .
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in the LRC by the previous Government on
the 16th of October 19752 =
~This mystifying and. intriguing reply in
Parliament by the Hon’ble Minister of Finance,
which is reported in the official Hansard re-
~ quires immediate clarification to ally the fears

. and suspicions of the suffering poor share-
" holders in Public Rupee Companies.

. R. Wijaya Indra
10, Jaya Road, ' .
Bambalapitiya.

" 5th, January 198]
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—Scribblings On Uva Villagéa

Virudhu And Genocide

By Gamiya

The bus moved off from Pelwatta, but

the strains of music of the Virudhu man from
Wellawaya were still fresh in the minds of

the passengers, for, here, five miles, later.

a young man said, referring to 2 line from the
Virudhu man:

“ratak vatina raja daruvan maha maga
ada duk vindithi”’

“How true, how true”, said the man who
remembered it for five miles: ‘“Royal sons
and daughters worth .a whole country are today
suffering on the highway”, he said, for such
was the virudhu man’s plea in Sinhala.

Suffering is different in town and country-
- side: in the former, there is generally the
abstract, academic approach to planning and
- planning even ‘hell’ for others. In }:he latter,
it is the sufferer who is really at grips with
the suffering.

The genocide of our peoples is now on.
Dissa came to se me, in no small huff. His
village was silently suffering, he said. The
elders were angry that “Family planning had
come so near, and that ‘Ruplyal pansiya tanhavata
oya okkoma karanne:” “all this is done for the
sake of greed, for 500 Rupees’”. We cannot
blame them much, for under the new eco-
nomy ,many of the poor destitute have
hardly seen a hundred-rupee note, what-
ever rural banks may say, and here | speak
of the very poor, the destitute (despite the
non-aligned Summit clean-off of beggars and

a7

the post-77 clean-up of the City). He had
observed: “only one son in family one, and he
got it done: 2 sons and a girl, and he too went
to get it done. Today 21 went to get their
Rs. 500/— cach. Is this why we sent them
to power? The gemming youth are glad to get
this done, the others are furious, because a -
nation with its backbone wiped off cannot even
sit on its haunches. We are old already.
Muslims and Hindus say they have scriptures
which forbid them, and so, while they in-
crease because of their doctrine, we Buddhists
decrease because we have no say in the matter.
Oh, who will help us”. | had no answer for
the moment. My Virudhu man, there will be
no more princes, royal sons and daughters
(ckkoma rajavaru, okkoma boru) to suffer, be-
cause they wouldn’t be existing. And see

what some from the country of the planners
say:

“Birth control programs are complete-
ly inadequate without simultaneously
meeting the basic needs of Third World
People. This cannot happen within
their present political-ecomonic & so-
cial systems, which to a great extent
are supported and maintained by the
United States of America and other
industrialized nations. Americans who
are interested in curbing population
growth in poor nations must con-
centrate on trying to stop American
support of oppressive social systems
in the Third World. Population con-
trol projects, have not been able to
take this approach because they are
mostly financed by the Ford Founda-
tion or Rockefeller interests and there-
fore are prevented from opposing the
present political economic-social sys-
tems of the Third vorld’ (Gowan=
Lakey and others, Moving Toward a New
Society, 1976, Philadelphia, p. 47)

So, the pesticide-fungicide-insecticide
people are also the genocide ones. Life is so
cheap in rural Asia. Buses are easy to come by.
One government can lower the flag with fan-
fare, the other government can send up several
smoke rings and secret codes and the game is
up. The To Let board is being prepared. The
villager is assassinated by the elitist of the
city, in certain countries.
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SCANDAL

Nestle vs W.H.O.

Washington, Jan. I,

Nstles has launched a widespread
campaign to discredit critics of its baby food
sales policy, documents obtained by IPS reveal.
The giant food transnational is currently the
target of a boycott, organised by groups op-
posed to its ageressive marketing of infant
fermula in the Taird World. Such formu'as
are krown to contribute to infant malnutri-
tion in the Third World. And the World
Organisation (WHO) is presently draftirg a
code of ethics to govern baby food sales in
developing countries.

An irternal memorandum from Netsle
Vice-President Errest Saunders to Chief Execu-
tive Officer Arthur Furer descrbies the
company’s strategy as ‘‘containment of aware-
ness of the boycott camprign, without being
urselves responsible for escalating awareness
levels.” :

Saunders a'so wrote that an article which
appeared last June in the Prestigious Fortune
mag:zine “must be fully exploited”. This
article entitled “The Corporation Haters”
described the church-based boycott organisers
as ‘Marxists Marching urder the Banner of
Christ.” The same article was used undér a new
tirle by the “Ethics And Public Policy Centre”
(EPPC). A conservative think tank, in a mail

campaign to introduce community leaders to
the EPPC.

Nestle last year gave 25,000 dollars to the
EPPC. And Saunders’ memo says that Nestle’s
US President “Is somewhat” concerned that
Nestle “should not be seen to be the dominant
subscriber to the ethics and public policy
center.” '

“Nestle’s strategy for a long time has been
to call the activists Marxists” says Leah Mar-
gulies, Director of the “Interf.ith Center for
Corporate Responsibility” (ICCR). and a prime
mover of the boycott campaign.

The Fortune article, she points out “made
no reference....to the strength and diversity
- of both people and programmes in the overall
corporate responsibility effort.” Douglas
Johrson, Chairperson of the “Nitional Infant

Formula Action Coalition (INFACT), points -

to other instances of ideological attacks on
Nestle critics. Oswaldo Balleria,
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Nestle Brazil President charged boycott sup-
porters with beirg interested in “undermiring -
the world free market system’” when he ap-
peared in 1978 at a US Senate Health sub-
committee.

Nastle is also involved in behind-the-
scenes lobbying to shape the content of the
WHO code of ethics, the WHO is convinced
that breast milk is the best baby food, and
worried that in Third World countries where
the water supply is polluted, and mothers
illiterate, d lutab'e irfant formulas can be
dangerous to babies” health. The code would
regulate . advertising, marketing and -sales of
such formulas in developing countries.

Leah Moirgulies cliims that in an effort
to sidestep this code, Nestle, has tried to per-
suade some Third World governments to
establ sh independent codes which would be
merely an “endorsement of current industry
practices.” South Africa, which has a severe
child malnutrition problem has already enacted
such a code. |

Another internal Nestle document,
leaked to the Washington Post last week-end
clussifies various WHO officials as either
hostile or favourabe to Nestle’s position.
Dr. E. M. Denaeyer for example, a member
of WHO’s nutrition unit is noted as a “‘sure
friend” and ‘“we are certainly able to count
on his support in the course of the negotia-

tions.”
—IPS

=&

Official Exchange Rates of Commercial Bapks
to their customers for Telegraphic Transfers fixed
on Tyesday this week were as follows :—

CURRENCY " PER 100 UNITS
Buying Rate Selling Rate

U.S. Dollar

Rs..1788.50 Rs. 1791.50 |
Sterling Pound Rs. 4319.00 Rs. 4325.00
Deutsche Mark Rs. 919.20 Rs. 920.88!
French Frapne Rs. 397.15 Rs. 397.85
Japanese Yen Rs. 8.8845 Rs. 8.8995
Indian Rupees Rs. 229.05 Rs. 229.45
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N the complaint.

NGUVU

Litigation And Peace
By Bwana Rafiki

BWANA RAFIKI HAS BEEN REPORTED to
the plice for assaulting the person who made
| must say the police have
‘been very nice about it while being scrupu-
lously fair to the complainant. Toey have not
condoned the said assault and in fact expressed
their severe disapproval whilst accepting at
apparently its face value the truth of the matter
without query and said the man had been sent
to hospital. Not knowing the facts | would
say they were joking. Bwana very foclishly
restrained the man from leaving the estate
on quite some other grounds igioring for the
moment that the man was on his way to the
police station to attend an enquiry on another
~complaint of his about a matter which im-
pinged on his integrity.

The rather abrupt ending yesterday of
my second Labour Tribunal case was a sur-
prise and more surprisirg was the result.
Tnere was no verdict or judgement the Presi-
dent of the Tribunal himself arranging or
promptirg the terms of an entirely vcluntary
agreement on both sides that the complaint
be reinstated on a casual bas:s for a tricl period
pendir g confirmation of his suitability to be
put on the permanent staff. It was as if the
last thirteen months had never been and the
man employed arew. He is not comirg back
in his old capacity but to a new job, one he
was doing more or less when he first started
on my place. He was not a bid fellow in
many respects which is why | took him back,
but a terror in others. My lawyer refused
to accept a fee. We had gone there with

photostats, diaries, check roll and other para-_

phanalia usual to these occasions. | was
glad to have the complainant back.
A friend of mine, young, a2 neighbour

was here at the crack of dawn to ask fuor our
husks, what is left of what we have led out
into the ficlds, and he said he was wil.irg 1o

hand over the money for them right away, -

Rs. 1000/—, Rs. 40/— a thousand, and he
wanted twenty-five of them and thought he
would find these thousands here. | was sorely
tempted to sell them for the sake of the money,
. but | thought in the end that the estates would
- be the lusers in this transaction and decided
not to sell. | felt | had fuiled to do my friend
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a favour. He was anxious to be away early-
from here for he opened the doors of his
choir factory at 7 a.m. and the people would
be kept waiting. | write this very tired. |

hﬁve had a good sleep and got up to write
this,

While on the subject of tiredness, may
| say | have not felt as tired in my life, except
perhaps when | was arrested by Cengolese
border police, as | have the last four hours.
I lay on my bed after falling asleep in a chair
while reading the British Observer after
dinner and | just csuld not get out of bed to
write this. Yesterd.y four of my estate staff
had to go to the police station at 4 p.m. and
| heard afterwards that the complainant failed
to turn up. | was told that the police were
all k ndness and even the officer-in-charge
wes subdued. He was having a visit by an
AS.P. in rmufti who tcok him away. My
men were very late gettirg back due to> buses
and | fully expected to learn they had been
put in cclis because of the prevailing climate
up to the time of their visit to the station.

The morning was a full one, several matters
to be attended to all at the same time, none
which would brock delay. Tnere were plan-

tairs and coconuts to be despatched to

Colombo by bus. The two men who were
ready to go had to be kept back till the other
matters were settied. They were duirg this
in their time and it gave them a chance to go
to Colombo at my own experse. A man
from some miles south of Colombo came
to buy teak trees. | first sent him off with
my fector, and then as he seemed interested
in the trees and price | had tentatively suggested
to him, | had to go mysef. Lastly, the man
who had had us in such a furore the last week
was leaving the estate. He denied that he
had told the p_lice | had hit him and said they
were capable of sayirg anythirg. Perhaps he
told the truth, but | have been summoned to
an inquiry.

In spite of our endeavours something
went wrong. Afier comirg zll the way to
the start, most of a wooden railing that the
wheels of a rowing seat ran on had come [oose
and | sent both boats back to where they hzd
come from to let the regatta committee decide
what they wished to do. They despatched
the boats of the next race to the start, and it
was but a matter of minutes till the damage
was put right and the boats ready for the
second race, but the delay made us late in all
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the subsequent races, especially as the crews
of each race were not sent out on the water
until the previous race was over. It was a
good regatta and well attended. The last
race was rowed totally in the dark, the course
a thousand yards, and the race before that
after twilight.

# #o #

THERE ARE DAYS when | leave the estate

when dawn breaks to travel six miles to keep
an appointment at 6,30 a.m. When | do this
| cannot get back in time for muster. Yester-
day was a day like this and | left detailed ins-
tructions as to what | wanted said, which was
that | wanted the day treated like a holiday
but with pay for those who had attended
muster, the dairy staff to get two days’ pay
instead of the day. off and for the monthly
paid staff, the watchers, no change at all.
The occasion was the commemmoration of
an important event. How can | describe it?
It was to do with a human being who was the
Mother of God, and to do with the time that
she was conceived. For her conception was
without original sin. ;

This year | have got on to Christmas
much earlier than | usually do, and even then
there is not much time left. | have bought
some hand-painted Christmas cards, all that
were available, and | left an order for some
more. The woman who paints them works
in the shop in which they are sold. Oune of
the attractions of these glessily folded cards
is that there is no wording, and one just writes
what: one wants., | shall not add any more
about these cards in case | give away trade
secrets for there is much more to it -than
| have said. | lost no time mailing them air-
mail second-class, which is much cheaper
than Ist class or rather, | have then ready for
posting. = Christmas is preceded by a whole
month’s liturgical preparation, as it -should
be too with the puddings and cakes.

Something has happered 'to the estate,
and | noticed it as | was leaving two days ago
while walking down the drive. My household
staff were on the verandah to see me off and
all seemed so peaceful, it seemed not only

too good to be true, but quite alarming.
My fears were not for the estate. | was wor-

ried, if at all, more about myself, but | shall
leave the matters there. | -wondered, too,
about this peacefulness in relation to the estate,
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and here | have no qualms about saying that
| attributed the peace to the departure of a
certain man. He had been with me two or
three years. He had strange and fierce eyes.
It was only quite recently | discovered that
he had the reputation and the name of being
a doctor of some sort, a sort of charmer and
that he practised his trade. z

The last three nights | have made rather
a regular habit of giving into the slightest
feeling of drowsiness and lying on my bed,
and getting up once or twice, only to lie down
again, and getting up finally to do my chores
about 3 a.m. On the estate | can turn down
the lamps and save kercsene, but there is no
way of conserving fuel in Colombo and so it
means that the electric light in one of my two
rooms burns most of the night till about 4 a.m,
which must be a colossal waste of money. It
is amazing how one can get inured to the
idea of this wastage, hardened to it just as one
gets hardened to sinful habits so that it no
longer pricks the conscience, as in unlawful
methods of birth control, which nations,
states and peoples come to take for granted
without questioning. | met an official in Family
Planning who agreed the methods used are
morally wrong.

So | returned to the estates after sensing
that great feeling of peace about the place.
It was the day for paying advances, and | spoke
to the man who had recently been watcher
and told him that | had still not finished looking
into his case. The man chose that moment
to inveigh against the one who had taken his
place and atcused him of allowing stealing
on his block every day. As usual there were
two diametrically opposed stories that | had
to choose between and | finsihed up by deciding
nothing. | was getting late for a luncheon
appointment in Colombo. With my factor
away on the first of six days’ leave, a cow that
was said to be having difficulty calving, and a
finely-bred Ayshire heifer that could not
get up without help, and an acting watcher
without credentials, it was with considerable
misgivings that | was leaving at all. |
- A bus that would pick me up was a long
time a-coming, ard while | was on the road
| was pre-occupied about the cow and the
heifer, and quite the last thing | did before a
motor-cyclist picked me up was to help get
the heifer on its feet, which we had to do by
passi. g a pole under its body, and asking the

~men present to take it back to near the cattle
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shed while it was still on its feet and give'it a
little poonac at once. A young man had also
- come to see me about a job. | asked him to
come back today but | missed him by about
ten minutes. | gathered by asking about his
conversation here that it had differed in several
-respects on matters about which | had asked
him earlier, which is not a promising begin-
nitMg, but the differences could be explained
away. . Last night | was really quite worried
about certain estate matters and | nearly re-
turned on the 12.45 a.m. bus. Here | am again.

WORKING WEEK

Britain's Poor Record
London, January I,

As the Polish Trade Union Organisation,
Solidarity comes again into conflict with the
Polish Government over the le: gth of the
basic working week, and the workes’ demand
~ for a five day, 40 hour week, the B-itish trade
Unions Congress (TUC) has issued the results
of a year-long campaign to reduce the basic
working week in this country.

Britain’s workers account for a greater
number of working hours than those of any
other country in the European Economic
Community (EEC), and “the long hours worked
by British manual workers is a major reason
why” states the TUC. Britain has a working
population of 26 and only five million full
time manual workers, out’' of a total of ten
million, ‘have won a basic working week of
less than forty hours.

The TUC report indicates that many of
the groups which have not yet achieved a reduc-
tion - on the 40-hour week have established
working parties to examine ways of doing
this. The TUC reports shows that workers
in the transport and communication sectors
work an average weekly total of 48.4 hours
those in construction, shipbuilding and cater-
ing follows hard on their heels with upwards
of a 47 hour week. The TUC objective is a
35 hour working week with six weeks annual
paid leave.

The report finds some encouragement
in the fact that settlements with managements
‘have stressed no further increase in overtime
~working (work over and above the basic work-
ing week). The sizeable drop in the govern-
ment’s Department of Employment figures for
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working hours in 1980 is accounted for in a.
reduction in average overtime worked in the
country. In the EEC the UK is virtually alone
in having no general legal limits on working,
time. - In Europe hours laid down through
legislation include, Austria 40, Balgium 40,
Federal Republic of Germany 48, Finland 40
France 40, Iceland 40, Ireland 48, Italy 48,

Luxenbourg 40, M.lta 40, Netherlands 48,
Norway 40, Spain 44,

Jn many of the European countries which
have a high limit, hours worked are wall below
the legal limit. The British TUC will be examin-
ing in detail the correlation, particularly in
Britain, between high overtime and low basic
wage, and the consequent use of overtime to
bring up levels of earnings to reasonable stand-
ards. The co-existence of such overtime with
high unemployment in the UK compared with
relatively low overtime in Europe generally
and not least of all the danger under the pre-
sent Conservative Party Government that a
general limit on working overtime might esta-

blish an undesirable precedent in other area
of collective bargaining, —IPS

MEXICO CANCELS FISHING
ACCORD WITH U§

Mexico City, Jan. I,

MexXico has cancelled its ﬂsi{wing agree-
ments with the United States signed in
1976 and 1977. The move came a week
before a scheduled meeting between Mexi-
can President Lopez Portillo and US
President-elect Ronald Reagan. A message
to this effect was delivered in Washington |
to the US Government by Mexican Ambas-
sador Hugo Margain, The Mexican Govern-
ment note said that it denounces the agree-
ments because they ceased to accomplish
the aims for which they were drawn up.
The US has begun to prevent the opera-
tions of Mexican fishing craft on the Atluntic
coast. - According to the 1976 pact Mexico
authorised US ships to fish in its terri-
torial waters and the 1977 agreement

authorised Mexican fishing craft to operate
in US-waters, —PL (Pool) |

RIS
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Cofidentially

Tobacco-1

(S IT NOT SURPRISING that Sri Lanka has
been slow to respond to the  world-wide
call by governments 2and organisations tc;
fight the growirg menace of tob.cco smoking!
That health speciilists in many countries have
pointed out that smokirg cigarettes Is .the
most dar gerous way of burnirg the noXious
weed to the detriment of one's health? That
apart from everychirg else cigarettes are the
most easily availab'e and are still the cheapest?
That whilst it is true that smoking a few ciga-
rettes can do -little harm, it is a habit that
grows and the number of addicts has proli-
ferated rapidly? That to meet this world-
wide campaign to brirg home to people that
smok'ng is a major health hazard (:nd prob-
~ably one of the major causes of cancer) tobacco
‘multinationals carty on in each country a vast
advertisirg and public relations (pr) exercise
to throw a smokescreen not only over the
dangers of tobacco smoking but zlso over the
fabulous profits earned by the Company!?
Thet these unconscionable profi;s are made
at the expense of the nation’s heilth? Taat
in Sii Lanka this PR operation —excendii g
over many years—has taken mary forms?
That sponsoring of radio broadcasts for Sports
News and minute-to-minute comm:ntarics of
School Matches and Test M tches is only one
of many of such exercices? Taat advertising in
the rewspapers is re.l'y intended to restiuin
proprietors from joirir g in a camp .ign to spot-
light the dargers of smokirg? Tnat tobacco
advertisirg is so massive and so lavish that
owners —arnXxious to secure maxXimum revenue —
will veto the publication of comments (or
even iiformation) that might adversely affct
the profics of the manuficturers of cigarettes?
That more insidious methods have row been
adopted by the Tobacco Lobby to build up
a cushion of “public relations goodwill” through

devices lika sponsoritg Mahawdli films on

the TV? That although tobucco advertcising
hzs been banred on the TV, notices wera
Irserted in cll newspapers that the “Ceylon
Tobacco Company invites you to view ‘The Awaken-
ing’, the story of the new settlers in the Mahaweli
H9 area in colour on Tuesday 20th January at
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7.30 p.m. on your TV"'? That even on the TY
it was made amply c'ear that it was the Tobacco
Compﬂ_r:y that had boug"‘-t TV time to screen
this film? That it would be only a drop in the
vast ocean of Tobacco projects for the Com-
pany to pay for the making of this _ﬁlm? That
this is only one of the many devious ways
in which the Tobacco Company in Sri Lasrka
tries to -inhibt and conta'n any media, public
or governmental campaign agiinst the evils
of smok ng tobacco? That setting up of farms
or orchid nurseries is another gimmick of the
Tobacco Company to show that it is one of
the promatess of the national development
lars? That Tribune will examine the various
methods adopted by the Tobacco Multinational
to prevent the people of Sri Lanka from learn-
ing the real truth about health hazirds involved
in cigarette smoking? That this is only one
aspect of the anti-national subversion of
tob>cco vested interests? Thit the latest
publ cition of the Miristry of Mahaweli Deve-
lopmert enti led MAHAVELI—PROIJECTS &
PROGRAMME has a sec:ion on “Eavironment
and Heritage'? That in this it is pointed out
that “With che start of the plantation economy
by the British in the mid-19:h century, and
the introducion of the crown Lands Ordi-
nance of 1840 and the Waste Linds O dinance
of 1847, forests in the up and mid country
were denuded. Tne soil washed down -in
torrents, leavirg bare the weathered rocks
with a th n mantle of soil on the land. Muddy
waters cirried the soil in suspeasion only to
silt the river beds bclow. T.iis was the heritage
lcft by the colonial administrators. B2 that as
it may, we would have to rec:ify the situa ion
and pievent further dcterioration. The growing
of flue-cured tobacco is also causing  severe
damage to the surrounding jungle as the timber
required for such curing is ootained from adjacent

forests. The timber required to cure one acre

of tobacco is estimated at 7 tons per season;
if we take the 40,000 acres of such tobacco it
would mean that 500 acres of forests par year
are consumed by flue-cured tobacco plantations.
This is a very serious problem facing the nation
and remedial medsures would have to be taken
to prevent the destruction of our natural resources
which is our national heritage. Our resources
will have to be properly harnessed, sustained
and maintained for the generations to come’'?

(To Be Continued)
o~ g
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Subscribe Mow!

Soviet Periodicals.

We accept subscriptions for Soviet Periodicals
for 1981, 1982 & 1983. Two or three year
subscribers will receive a beautiful

gift calendar.

| Yr. 2 Yrs. 3 Yrs:

Periodicals Rs. Rs. Rs.
SOVIET UNION Monthly 20.00 30.00 40.00
SOVIET WOMAN Monthly 18.00 30.00 40.00
SOVIET FILM Monthly 20.00 30.00 40.00
SPORTS IN THE USSR Monthly 20.00 30.00 40.00
SOVIET LITERATURE Monthly 30.00 45.00 60.00
SPUTNIK Monthly 60.00 90.00  120.00
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS Monthly 30.00 45.00 60.00 ;

SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW Monthly 20.00 30.00 40.00

SOCIALISM THEORY

AND PRACTICE Monthly 18.00 30.00 40.00
FOREIGN TRADE Monthly 150.00 250.00 300.00
SOCIAL SCIENCES Quarterly 36.00 60.00 75.00
NEW TIMES Weekly 24.00 35.00 48.00
MOSCOW NEWS Weekly 24.00 35.00 48.00

MOSTOW NEWS
INFCRMATION Twice Weekly 24.00 35.00 48.00

People’s Publishing House Lid.,

124, Kumaran Ratnam Road. Colombo 2

Telephone: 36111,

Printed and Published by S. P. Amarasinéam, for Tribune Publications at Tribune
Printers .t 43, Dawsoff Street, "Colombo'2,'on January 24, 1981.




Reglstefed as a Newspaper in Sri Lank2

lL.et’s Stop Exporting the
Smoking Epidemic

g Tobacco companies—helped by govern-
I‘ ment—are pushing their lethal product on
the unsuspecting Third World. Result: As
taxpayers, wa have become accomplices
in the barter of people’s health for profit

by Walter S, Ross, a Reader’s Digest stalf writer, is
editor of World Smolzing & Health, an American Cancer

Society journal.

This article wich has been published by the Reader’s Digest and other

magazines will appear in the Tribune next week.
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