LOST FEAR

“When a regime relies exclusively or
mainly on jear to muintain itself in power, it
becomes weukest when 1t looks stromgest. For, in
time people leurn- that even 1f they are

- 5.00

P [fﬂ@

No. 39

INDEPENDENT WEEKI-Y

HOT

Vol. 1

You are

afraid, they can mnevertheless do what they
should, and when they do fear’s power over
them 1s lost. , Fear 1s contagious, but

coumge s mot less so'*
Joe Diok-o
Sean MacBride Lecture 1978

07ch, July 1991

The Peoples of Ceylon

Up in the extreme North vnd away in
the East, remote from the turmoil and sivi fe of
the heart of the Sinhalese kingdom, a new physi-
cal type, dark skinnea thick - iipped,” brachyce-
phalic combining what - ethnologists would call
Meditervanean and Armenoid types. settled down
and developed a separate vace:consciousmess,
which has given us today a discriminated vace—

**it is the qunglfu! configurntion of the polity without the will of
the Tamil people which is ‘responsible for all the violence and

enormous loss of lives and the far - reaching psychological effects on
the rising generation You have a moral responsibihity, if not a

iegal responsibility, to intervene and determine the claims of rival

_ parties’’.

by a number of leading citizens of Jaffna.

The letter to the British
Prime Minister is the sequel

to a letter sent by the Foreign

and Commonwealth -Office
of the Government of U.-K
enclesing also a8 British Policy
Statement to Mr. K. C.
Adiapathan of Valvettiturai
who had sent 8 memorandum
carlier as first signatory to
the British Prime Minister
on the carpst bombing of
Valvettitural carried out in
January this year.

Mr. Adiapithan told the
*Hot Spring’ that British
Policy Statement showed a
complete misunderstanding of
the Tamil cause. The British
Government has ' apparently
swallowed sli the false pro-
paganda of the Baudha-
Sinhala government of Srl
Lanka.

Mr. Adiapathan sald that
in order to bring home to
the Government of U.K. and

to the British people the
validity of the Tamil Eelam
demand and the incompati=
bility of the Tamil
remaining in 8 common polity
with the Siohalese, it is
necessary for the common
people of Tamil Eelam also
to make their views known.

For this purpose a mem-
otandum was prepared ans-
wering and in the process
showing errors in the more
important points in the
British Policy Statement. The
memorandum hag been signed
by persons in various walks
of life. **Retired government
servants, university dons,
teachers, professionalssuch as
lawyers, doctors, engineers,
accountants and leaders of
workers’ orgainzations have
signed the memorandum?”,
said Mr. Adiapathan.

The memorandum is in
the form of a letter with

them to the separationm.

men are created equal:

government,

| 'Extracts of the priciples enumerated by the
Representatives of the American Colonies
~on July 4 1776

When, in 'the course of human events, it becomes
necessary for ome people to dissolve the political bands
which have comnected them wirh another. avd fo assume,
among the powers of the earth. the separate aud equal
station to which the laws of nature and of nature’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind
requires that they should declare the causes whichimpel

We hold thess truths to be self - evident,
that they are emdowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights,
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit

That, to secure these righ's, governments are iastituted
-among men, derivig their just powers from the consent
of the governed: that whenever amy form of government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the
people to alier or te abolish it,
layiog its foundation onsuch priniciples, and
organizing powers in such form, as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their safety and happisess.

that sll

that among '
of happiness.

and to imstitate new

pation

So states a letter addressed to the British Prime tiinister,

five annexures. Each annexure
constitutes a separate poiot,
Mr. Adiapthan said that the
woes of Eelam Tamils directly
flow from British rule in the
Island ot Ceylon and that
the m:emorandum seeks to
impress on Britan her moral
if not legal responsibility to-
wards thc Tamil people in
the Island of Ceylon.

Mr. Adiapathan further
said that annexure [, decalt
with the hollowness of the
Sri L2nkan’s claim to juris-
diction over the North-East
on any ground whatsoever.
Annexure [, sought to rep-
udiate the poiat that the
scparatis(s arc prone (o vio-
lence and proceeds to show
that the Tamils are only
engaged in adcfensive war.
Annexure III, drives home
the point that a ‘*democratic
sysiem’® does nut prevail in
Sri Lanka. In Anpexure IV,
it has been pointed out that the
first shot in the current war
was fircd by the G vernment
and Annexure V, denies that
the LTFE has been respon-
sible for the brutal massa-
cres of Sinhalese or Muslims,

The full text of the
Annexures will be serjalised
in the ‘*Hot Spring”’ from
next week. ’

‘'was no contact

J.R. Jayewardene.

group which we call ‘‘Ceylon Tamuls®’.

Extracted from the Report of Census of Ceylon,
1946 authored by A.G.Ranasinghe Superintendent of
Census and presenied to the then Minister of Finance,

22Trapped TamilsReleased

Twenty two Tamils
trapped within the army
occup:ed areas of Val.kamam

North im  Maviddapuram,
Myliddy, Kanokesantburai
and Thaiyiddy were re-uniicd
with their tamilies on
Thursday, June 4.h, 1991,

It is to bs remembered

known
the

that nothing was
of several persons in

.Valikaman: North area who

could not flee their homes
before tne Army surrounded
their areas several months
ago. Toer relations, fricods
and neighbours bad fled the

area at the approach of
the Sinhala Army. There
beiween
toose who coulda notg run
away and the memboers of
their families . who  had
escapcd and were hiving in

other paris of Jaffna.

Those who had come
over io free parts of Jaffna,
kept on petitivning to the
ICRC team at Jafina and the
ICRC bhas now been able

to secure ' the . release of
these twenty two  persons
who are all ill.

Three young men shot dead
Two students among them

Reports from Batticalos
reveal tha® three young men
including two studests have
been shot dead at Palukam.
am by the Sinhala Army.

Reports  received from
Batticaloa state that the on
Monday, July Ist, 1991, the
Sinhala Army stationed at
Periyaporative rounded up

the village of Palukamam in
the Batticaloa District and
arrested about 200 civilians
of the village.

Later most of them were
released but five were taken
to the Army Camp where
they were all subjected to
torture. Of the five so taken,
three were shot dead and

_ East.

Oat of the 22 sick persons
set free, two are small
children, two are young
boys and rhe regt are  all
old people both men and
women. The ICRC  team
handed over these released
persons to their relations at
the |CRC oftice in Jafina.

Both the released ‘captiv-
es’ and rtheir relations broke
down in tears, as they met
one another after monchs of
separation and pot kmowing
w:at bhad hap.escd to osne
another during the period.

Reiief to
Refugees

The second - tinancial aid

to refugees  siaying at the
Kaddaikadu Rerjugee camp

was paid to each refugee
family at the ofiice of the
Tamils Rebhabiditation Org-
anization (TRO) office at

Thalayady mm May, 1991,
¥his payment was made under

the Self Emplovinent Project
for retugees urder  the

auspices of the TRO  for
refugees in Vadamaradchy

Seventy four families have

been benefitted under this
scheme.

\
they have been  identified

as Murugesapillai Navaneet-
han (19), Vallipuram
Logeswarau (19) and >eenit-

bamby = Vellaithurai  (18).
Further Navapeethan  and
Logeswaran  havs been
identified as High  School

students. The fate of the
other two persons arrested
and taken by the Army is
not known.
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MUSING BY NESTOR

A Frustrated Contract

New Delhi appears to be
unfamiliar with the elements
of the Law of Contract.
There can be no agreement
without provision for eon-
sideration. In the Gaile Face
Green Accord signed bet-
ween Gandhi and Jayawar-
dene, New Delhi undertook
to disarm the Tamil militants
in Tamil Eelyom. There was
no consideration not even
paymeant of subsistencs to the
Rice soldiers employed by
Rajiv Gandhi. What might
appear to be the consider-
ation for India’s perfomance
was the undertaking by Sri
Lanka not to allow the
U.S.A. certain specified
facilities. @ New Delhi was
given ample time to perform
its part of the agrecement,
viz, to disarm the Tamil
militants. But New Delhi
failed completely and miser-
ably to perform its part of
the contract. In other words,
the Contract stands frustra-
ted by the impossibility of
performance of New Delhi’s
undertaking which is the
coansideration for Sri Lanka
to be obliged to keep off
U,S. A. The Accord is non
functus. Even Nona Mahatt-
aya Jaya Lalitha accepts tha:
position.

The appellation
‘Nona Mahattaya’

Nobody knows whether

Tami! Nadu Chiel Minister '

JayaLalitha is a Miss or Mrs.
Indian journalists have got

over the difficalty by giving

the appellaticn M / S. Really
it should be an apostrophe

HEN...¢

as certain letters are omitted
Omission is represented by
an apostrophe and the appell-
ation should be M's. But
India exercises freedom from
norms and standards. Nestor
got over the difficulty by
borrowing a word from the
Sinhala Language, It is alfo
apposite from a political
angle. The Sinhalese and
Chief Minister Jaya Lalitha
are agreed on one issue -
the annihilation of Eelyom
Tamiis. Hence the appell-
ation Nomna Mahattaya is
very appropriate.

Karunanidhi

The published reasons for
Mr. Karunanidhi’s resigna-
tion from
lacks logic and rationale.
But he has other convincing
reasons which are uamention-
able. There is no reason to
believe that he would not be
physically assailed and man-
handled it he were to attend
the Assembly. He was man-
handled and assailed even
when he was Chicf Minister
with & large following and
was in paosition to order the
Governmental machinery.
How would developments be
when he is a8 loner in the
Opposition.

It would be advisable for

the few other opposition
members also to resign and

allow the reality, namely
one - party State to function
so that the country might
have the benefit of experien-

cing what one - party Siate
would be like- In faet the

climination of thc entire
Opposition would give more
space for the faithful in Nona

When

will

there

be

peace

and

no fear:

Whes he said
I was a ‘para demela’ (a Tamil Bastard)
I was frightened of him
When he says
I am a ‘kottiya’ (a tiger)
He is frighiened of me

4s long as
1 am frightemed of him or
He §s frightened of me
We canmot live together
For we will net have peace

Both he from the majorsty

And I from the minority
Will live in peace withovi any fear
When he permits me to name myself

Amos Rajaratnam

the Legislature

Maha'taya  Jaya Lalitha’s
party, to fall prostrate and
worship, their *Kula theivam’:
The concept of ‘Kula thei-
vam’ is upknown to the
Westesn world. We can bur-
row a word again from the
Sinhala Language the word
Deviyo.

Kula Theivam or
Guardian Deity of Clan

One of the faithful from
the ranks of Noma Mahatt-
aya’s party wanted to take
the Oath for Kula theivam,
Jaya Lalitha. One hopes that
the Tamil Nadu Government
would give adequate land
and funds to enable him fo

build a temple for Deviyo
Jaya Lalithe.

Rajiv Gandhi

Several racist Sinhala wo.
men politicians have all along
spoken admiringly of Pira-
bhaksran. Now even the
seventy five year old Sirima
has mellowed down to the
extent of agreeing to grant a
federal State to Tamil Eelyom,
the homeland of the Tamils,
The reason is simple. These
racist Sinhala women have
got everwhelmed by the man in
Pirabhakaran. Rajive Gandhi
is tall and had handsome
personality  with a youngish
look; No woman and certa-
inly no young woman, could
make up her mind to do
death to Rajiv Gandhi un-
less of course she was under
tremendous emotional stress
to wreak vengeance. Rajiv
Gandhi brought his murder-
ing troops (they did not know
what they were fighting for)
and caused the killing to
about seven thousand inno-
cent Tamils of Eelyem, He
employed two malicios stra-
tegies a peremptory quit
order imvolving about onme
lakh of people and declared an
indefintite curfew for about
one month and under this
excuse and caused thousands
of civilians to be killed. No
census has been taken of
these poor wretches killed
with brutal violence by Rejiv
Gandhi’s murder troops.
The investigators imto Rajiv
Gandhi’s death would be
best adviced to take a Cen-
sus of the thousands who
were murdered by Rajiv
Gandhi in Tamil Eelyom.

You cause terror

Tiger Tiger Burming Bright

Tiger Tiger burning bright
Even in the day so bright
Whether in the jungles thick
Or in the cities big

To those who error

But to the pure at heart
You are next io the heart
To the needy and the poor
You are the one of the hour
Your name and jame
Spread like wild fame

This proves you are supreme
No doubt You are supreme

Adapted from Lord Byron‘'s Poem

by - Pulavar.

Desultory Rambling by
VADALI VELAN

Democracy! What a word
to conjure with these days!!

It has never failed to cause

a flutter amongst the elders
of my village, ecven when
referred to casually. This
word has meant, and does
continue to mean, different
things to different people at
various times. What is so
desirable and moble in the
abstract is found to be' so
abominable and repugnant
as practised by most ‘‘demo-
craeies’® of the world, today.
Behind many a democracy
of this nature, lurks an
unscrupulous dictator with
personal ambitions grossiy
inimical to the essence of
democracy itself; and the
bigger the <‘democracy,’” the
more affluent you have to
be attain even a small mea-
sure of leadership amongst
the people; and however
suitable and dedicated you
may be to lzad the people,
you can have no hope at
the hustings without agreeing
to part with ocdics of money
and being ready to compr-
omige long - cherished princi-
ples to satisfy various
-*Jobbies”. During momen-
tous days when the destiny

‘of s nation is to be decided,

it is ludicrous to find the
supposedly - enlghtened elite
being able to persuade the
common man to trade his
birthright, his vot'efor @ mess
of potiage, particuarly so in

- the developing countires. In

University of Jaffna
Basket Ball Team

During the Academic Year
under review, the University
Basket Ball Team played
three matches and were
victorious in all three, viz.

Beat Green Field Sports
Club 49 - 28 beat Centralite
Sports Club20 - 16 beat St.
John's College 46 - 14

The players for the Basket

Ball Team were selected after

a course of training given
by our newly elected coach,
Mr. P. Nanthakumaran.

Before = relinquishing my
duties as Captain of the
victorious team, I am happy
to place on record my un-
stinted thanks to our coach
for his trainnig and guidance
during my tenure of office.

( Contiuued on Page 5)

this respect the charge that
politics is the last resort of
the scoundrel, undoubtedly.
geins much credence.

Whatever its outlook or
ulterior intenions,a govern-
ment needs only to hand
the label ‘*democratic’® on
itself. To make it look stro-
pger in its assumed demo-
cracy, another ‘‘screwy’ word
‘gocialist’® is often added
the latter word being equally
reprehensible as, in practice
it allows for the decima‘ion
of a nations own people
who are not allowed even
the freedom to think. All
such  democracies support
one another on the strict
mutual basis,’” ‘“scratch my
back and [ will scrathc yours,*”
whilst, willy nilly, the poorer
nations who do not belong
to this club, look on bhelp-
lessly. It is now well known
that these two words denote
convenience and nct the intent
in state- craft; used for
duping the people and lulling
them into a false sense of
security and well-being whilst
in reality, diabolical machi-
nations are in motion at the

game time to subvert what
these words connote.
It was said that when

Reagan as much as sneezed,
Madam Thatcher hastened
to his sapport even unasked.
Perhaps she thought that the
Great American Spirit - a
type of democracy would
not survive without her spo-
ntaneous support. On the
other hand, she turned a
blind eve to the need to
usher in true democracy for
the South ‘'African masgses
and stumped the efforts of
the Commonwealth instead
of fultilling the residusl col
onial  obligations of the-
British Raj.

_Sometime ago the present
head of a mighty democratic
pation, who just then only
the *second fiddle’ for his

(Continued on Page 6)
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There is a true story behind
this question; a story that
reveals more about the
choices forced on the Tamils
of Sri Lanka today than any
other smippet of modern
Tamil history.

Mrs. B;mdara'naike

It was 1973 or 74. Mirs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike was
the Prime Minister of the
‘sDemocratic Socialist Repu-
blic of Sri Lanka.”’

The ‘‘Suthanthiran’’, the
main organ of Tamil opinion
at the time, wanted to pu-
blish an editorial, opposing
the state planned, state ins-
pired and statefunded coloni-
zation of Tamul homelands

in the Eastern Province, with
Sinhala settlers.

The raper had to submit
its story to a ‘‘Competent
Authority”’ for permission to
publish, b:cause the Leader
of the ‘‘Democratic’®> Repu-
blic decreed that noth-
ing could be published with-
out the approval of a ‘*Com
pé‘t‘%nt Authority®’,

Mrs. Bardaranaike was
shown a ftranslation of the
proposed editorial. **what do
the Tamils want?’’, she
raged. “They can bay land
in the south, and they can
settle anywhere they want;
why can’t the Sinhala peo-
ple live in the Eastern Pro-
vince 2°°

A fair enough question, all
things being equai. But al]
thirgs were NOT equal. The
few Tamils who owned any

property in the south of the
country paid for it wih their

own toil and sweat. They
were not being planted there
under state planning, state

encouragement and state fund-
ing. :

The Tamils were taking
their ‘own risks, in person
and property, as a small
minority in Sinhala domi-
nated areas. Most import-
ant - of all, they were not
changing the demographic
character of these areas,
either by design or by acci-
dent. The Siphala setilers in
the Eastern Province were-
as part of a governmcnt
strategy. S

The perfidy ef it all was
that Mrs. Bandaranaike knew
the answer to her own ques-
tion. She knew that all
through the twenty five years
since independence, the Ta-
mils had been deeply con-

cerned about the systematic
colomization. of their tradi-

tional homelands, by every
successive government, with
Sinhala settlers.

She knew that she was
herscll carrying out a Jong-
standing Sinhala master plan

hat do the Tamils
want?

Expatriate Eelam Tamils all over are one with
the Tamil at home in their struggle to restove the
ancient Tamil Eelam State and this should be an

which had one cilear aim;
to make the Tamils a mino-
rity in every province - even
in their historic homelands-
and so reduce them to a
status of second class citi-
zens.

The same thing -
then and now

What, iadeed, did the
Tamils want then? And what
is it that they want now?
The same thing - then and
pow,; QOur dignity Our self-
respect  as - isdividuals, and
as equals in a country to
which we could be proud to
belong. Our basic humaan
rights - nothing more, and
certainly pothing less.

The disenchanimment of the
Tamils in Sri Lanka did not
begin in 19732, or even in
1983 - the year in which their
armed resistance to state
terrorism and planned geno-
cide began in earnest,

The disenchantment had
set in more than a half cen-
tury before. The late Sir
Ponpambalam Ramanathan, a
Tamil and a founding leader
of the independence move-
ment, pleaded for a seat in
the (pre-independence) ¢‘State
Council”, to be reserved for
the Tamils in Colombo. the
capital,

His Sinhala colleagues in
the Ceylon National Cen-
gress summarily rejected that
plea and formed the infa-
mous ‘Pan - Sinhala Cabinet’
of the 19203, without any
Tamil participation.

Ramanathan wanted a seat
reserved for Tamils. because
he had sensed the direction
that Sinhala  “patriotism”
was taking. He had reali-
zed that the Tamils in the
south of the country, nceded
a voice in the national legis-
lature.

Sinhala agitation to assert
that the country was a ‘‘Sin-
hala Buddhist’’ patrimony had
begun about three decades
before- It was speartheaded
by Anagarika Dharmsapala, a
Buddhist priest who was pro-
moting Sinhala racial and
religious chauvinism under a

thin veneer of religious and

national revivalism.

The priest was preaching
to entranced audiences that
the Sinhala Buddhist had to
be “protected”’ against ‘Indi-
ans'’ and other ‘foreigoers’,

:“Indians*’ to preacher and
listeners alike, meant any-
one who was not Sinhala
Buddhist.

The special venom was
reserved for ¢*Tamils, Mus-
lims and Malayalees’’ - peo-
ple whem the emerging Sin-

encouragement to the
Eelam. We publish

struggling Tamuls in Tamil
an

article wyitten by

N Vijeyanathan, an expatriate Eelam Tamil in

Ontario,
London.

Canada by

courtesy of Tamil Nation,

hala business elite conside-
red a challenge to their
claim to dominaiion over
the country‘s economy, The
Tamils were thmps ' declared
‘aliens’ in the land of their
birth.

This *‘national revival’® was
the inspiration for the sus.
tained pursuit of political,
economic and cultural geno-
cide directed against ‘the
Tamils by successive Sinhala
governments from the time
that political power passed
into their hands. .

A fifty year belief

The irony of 1920 was not
merely that eolleagues who
had only 12 years earher
hailed Ramanathan as a
saviour of the Sinhalese,
would now shunt him aside
as irrelevant. The grearer
irony is that even for the
next 50 years, generations
of Tamils kept believing in
a united country.

They kept faith in a united
couniry, and kept negoti=-
ating political ‘‘accommo-

plarned and furded coleni-
zation of Tamil lands, with
Sinhzila settlers.

The more recent and much
beralded Mahaweli scheme,
in which the econmomic and
technical aid of many friend-
ly nations played a very sig-
nificant part, wasa natural
successor to the Gal Oya
secheme, both in intent and
style of execution.

To this day. the govern~
ment keeps trucking Slnhala
colonists into Tamil lands.

The government statistics
quoted in the Tamil Nation,
in i's November 1. 1970 issue,
proves the success of this
policy; according to these new
statistics, the Sinhala people
are today a  majority
in two districts in the Eas-
tern Province - Trincomalee
and Amparai - which, when
the country gained indepen-
dence in 1948, were distin-
ctly Tamil homelands.

Having thus Jaid the de-
mographic ground - work, the

by N.VIEYANATHAN

ONTARIO,

CANADA.

datiens’” within a united
country, only to be squeezed
harder by each successive
Sinhala government.

The first step in the pro-
cess of squeezing the Tamils
was the passage of the

Citizenship Act of 1948. The
sole purpose of this first Act
of independent Srl Lanka was
to deprive practically half
the Tamil population in the
country - the Tamils of recent
Iodian descent - of their citi-
zenship and, by extension of
their vote and political voice.

The second siep was the

so - called Gal Oya ** multi-
purpose’® develepment sch-

eme. Two of its stated
<multi’® purposes were irri-
gation and ' hydro - electric
power generation. The more
sinister and unstated pur -
pose was to open up the
Eastern Province to state-

Sinhala political leadership
went on to the third and
next logical step. The passage
of the Official Language
Act of 1956. That legisla-
tion declared Sinhala the
sole otticial language of the
country.

A double edged-sword

This was a double-edged
sword. First, it hit at the
€C0nomic base of the Tamils.
Waetaer to conduct any busi-
0€Ss in any part of the coun-
iy, or to find work in the
Public or private sectors,
the lan vage of the Tamils
Wwas now unacceptable. They

bad to learn the Sinhala-
language.

Secondly. it was a calcula-
ted design to erode the Iamil
identity over the long term,
by denying the Tamil langu-
age aay role in the affairs
of the country.

Mrs. Bandaranaike was a
far greater enthusiast of this
policy than any of her pre-
decessors or successors. She
madc it next to impossible
even to obtain Tamil publi.
cation, er to invite Tami]

scholars, from abroad. The
strategy was to starve the

Tamil culture of any substen-
ance it could have derived
from outside, particularly
from India. :

The fourth step was the
calculuted denial, to Tamils,
of opportunities for higher
education, through a system
euphemistically called ¢*Stards
ardization‘’. The actual and
intended effect of standardis
zation was to make it harder

for Tamil children to secure
admission  to universities,

regardless of how well they
performed in the entrance
examinations.

The fifth element of the
same  strategy was an
undeclared quota system for
appointments to the public
service. In  theory, the
Tamils would be given jobs
in the same proportion as

that of their numbers to
total population.

In practice, while the
Tamils got some of the

clerical and middle level
jobs, they were progressively
denjed access to the decis»
ion-making levels.

A cover for the

reality
The handful who do hold
such jobs today are, in

every sense oi the term, a
cover for the reality. What
is much more;: they are
holding to these crumbs by

the skin  of their teeth,
because they know  how
much the Sinhalese reseat
them.

The sixth element to this
long-term strategy of destr-
oying the Tamil identity and
iis8 economic supports was
a series of pogroms against
the Tamils, engineered by

Sinhala  politicians, some-
times - of the opposition
pariies, but  invariably

condoned and often encour-
aged by the governments o
the day:

First came the mob attacks

against Tamils, in the Sinbala
areas of the country, in the

wake of the passage of the

Official Language Act of
1956.
Then came rape, pillage,

arson and murder, only two
years later, in answer to
peaceful protests by Tamils
against the language policy.

at the
more

The Tamils were
receiving end of a

(Continued on Page 4)



Page 4§

HOT SPAING.

07 - 07 - 1981

- The VOA Affair

in India

— 1965

ON July 9, 1963 came an
announcement from the Unit-
ed States Information Service

-(USIS) in New Delhi that
reised a furore in the country.

The announcement said the
two countries had signed an
agreement under which a
‘Dollers 2 million high - power
transmitter was to be given
to India by the U. S. in
return for five years of free
broadcast of Voice of America
(VOA) programmes. A radio
station in Calcutta would
use this 1000 KW transmitter
to beam VOA broadcasts to
southeast Asia in the Burmese,
‘Thai, Laotian an Malayan
languages, All India Radio
(AIR) would design, build
and operate the station with
the USIS supplying the tran-

smitter and ancillary equip-

‘ment, according to the
agreement the full text of
which was not published.

~ .The six- hour broadcast
time, according to the agree-
ment, would be shared

equaily by VOA and A'R.
No VOA Programme weould
originate from India, the
Calcufta station was to be
merely a relaying centre for
programmes from Washington.
A VOA liaison officer would
be stationed in New Delhi,
and no VOA staff would
function from Calcutta. The
agreement would be valid for

five years, at the end of
which it could be rene-
gotiated.

What was intriguing was
the Government not publish-
ing the full terms  of the
agreement. So the views
expressed on this issue, and
appearing in the press, were
based on imformation that
leaked out from the corridors
of power in Delhi. QOae ins
terestirg question concerned
the owaership of the trams-
mitter. According to the
agreement, techmically India

would own the transmitier
for the five years by buying it
for a rupee. At the end of the

five years, if India wanted to
discontinue the arrangement,
the VOA would buy back the
transmitter for a rupee. Or,
‘the agreement could be ext-
ended by another five yecars
and the transmitter would
become Indis’s property at
the end of 10 years. But
the dgssumption was that the
trsnsmitter would have a
normal life of 10 years.

This  controversial, and
somewhat obscure, deal
naturally raised a storm of
protests. The common feature
was the fear that by signing
the agreement to relay the
s“voice of Cold War propag-
anda’’ from its soil. India
had strayed from its policy
of non-alignment.

The then undivided Comm-
unist party of India said the
grant of broadcasting facili-
ties to the VOA was a
political act and no means
8 commercial trapsaction.
Former Defence Minister
V. K. Krishna Menon called

it a piece of national humi
liation. As Jong as India
remained non- aligned it could
help reducs tension in the
Koreas and the Suez Carnal.
But now with the VOA
agreement the country had
jost its moral authoriiy, he
said. Protest demonstrations
were held in Delhi, and in
Calcutta the issue led to

clashes between two groups'

of siudents.

Outside India notable were
the views of the Soviet
Union and Pakistan. Mos-
cow, which had always
identified the VOA as a
Cold War weapon of the
U. S. was “*disturbed’’ by
the news. Viewing the agree-
ment along with the proposal
for joint exercises by the
air forces of India, the U S.
and Britain, Soviet officials
took it as a sign of ‘the
growing influence of the righ-
tist forces in India.’’

In Pakistan, the Dawn
newspaaer, in an editorial,

“Calling .the tune,’” said the
agreement ‘‘exposes the holl-
owness of India’s claim that
its policy will steer clear of
the conflict bstween the big
powers. He Who pays the
piper calls the tune .....’’

The vehemence of the
criticism in India surprised
Washingion as it came from
non- Communists as well.
The news paper. Baltimore,
Sun said: “Indian politicians -
and publications secem  to
have realised belatedly the
Cold War implications of
abetting American propaganda
effort in southeast Asia.’’
According to the paper the
transmitter proposal had been
rejected by Thailand. Amer-
ican press reports played up
the agreement as an indica-
fion of a change in India’s
non- alignmesnt policy.

In the face of protests,
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru admitted in Parlia-
ment on August 14 that the
VOA deéal did not accord
with India’s policies. Discu-
ssions were on with the
U. S, to ensure that the

(Continued on Page 5)

What....
' (Continuation of Page 3)

violent dose ‘of - the same
medicine in 1970, rollowing
Mrs. Bandaranaike’s landsl-
ide victory
elections.
-+ By 1972 a Sinhala army
of occupation had arrived

in the North, bringing mur-

der and’mayhem right into
the Tamil homelands; helping
itself freely to Tamil property,
Tamil womanhood,  and
Tamils lives. "

The next  visitation of
Sighala mass violence against
Tamils in the South followed
in 1977-on the heels of the
victory ~ of the United
National Party under J.R.
Jayewardene.

Under Jeyewardene’s ‘‘ast-
ure’* stewardship, the army
of occupation was reinforced,
with orders from  the
**Commander - in - chief”’,
Pre:ident Jeyewardene him-
self, to ‘wipe out terrorism’,
To the armed forces, this
was license to arrest, rape,
plunder, burn and kill at will.

The destruction of - the
Jaffna public library, with
its rare book  collection,
was but an ‘‘incident’’ in
this campaign of Vietnam-
style *‘pacification”.

The worm had
tumgd T

The ‘cultimate violence’’
of July 1983 was a natural
sequence in this -escalating
war against the Tamils, but
it was blamed on  Tamil

“provocation”. The ‘*Prov-

ocation®’? was that the worm

in the general

- in their traditional

had turned; it had dared to

resist the oppressor.

Since then, to dite it has
been a case of escalating
hate, ‘'and a mindle:s Sinhala
pursuit of a ‘‘final solution’’
-Hitler’s version.

What the Tamils face
daily today, is the indiscr-
iminate bombing of homes,
hospitals and places of
worship. The  nadir of
human debasement was
reached wi.h the armed
forces’ resort to the use of

human excrement as amme
unjtion in  the aerial
bombing of Tamil civilian
targets.

What should amaze any
impartial observer  is that
through all this guiet and
camouflaged in the baginning,

and the violent tura taken
by that policy since the
1970°s, . the  Tamils  kept
negotiating  with Singala
governments. to  the bitter
end. :

After the. passage of the
‘‘Sinhala Only” Act in 1956,
the Tamils negotiated an

agreement With S W.R.D.
Bandaranaike - the <<Bandar-

anaike-Chelvanayagam Pact’
of the late 1950s.

That ‘agreement promised
greater autonomy for Tamils

homel-
ands and a say in the

policies on land settlement
in thosec lands.

The ‘*Pact” was torn up
in no time, because the great
‘*democratic statesman’’,
Jeyewardene, led a Sinhala
protest against what he call-
ed a ‘sell-out” of the
Sinhala patrimony to the
Tamils.

Bandaranaike

killed

Bandaranaike himself wa-
sn’t spared. He was

assassinated by a successor
to Anagarika Dharmapala,
a Buddhist priest, who was
only the instrument of a
Sinhala  conviction . that
Bandaranaike was a traitor
to the = Sinhala-Buddhist
“«Cause’’.

The Tamils tried trusting
the Sinhalese again six years
later, They entered into an
agreement with  Dudley
Senanayake, who led what
he called a  “National
Government’’. '

Like its predecessor, that
agreement too promised more
autonomy for the Tamil
areas through the devolution

of powers to < District
Councils’’, Again like its
predecessor, this agreement

too was torn up by Sena-
nayake, because this time
the window of Bandaranaike
led the protest against this

new  “‘sell-eut’> to the
Tamils.
Dudley Senanayake also

paid the political price for
trying to teach  some
reconciliation' with the Tam-
ils: Ho was thrown out of
office - at  the  general
elections of 1970.

The Tamils have tried the
demecratic political method
in other ways too. When
Mrs. Bandaranaike fresh
from  her over whe\'ming
clectoral mandate In 1970,
set out to draft a repmbl-
ican constitutions the Tatuil
representatives proposed a
federal structure for  the

constitution of the new

republic.
‘No’ to Federalism

The were told im no
uncertain terms: “‘We - will
never give you federal stat-
us, Not in a million years.

The Tamils tried again,
five years later, when
Jayewardene won a land-slide,
and set out to  draft
yet  another constitution.

That .remewed  faith _in
democratic  accommodation

fared no better.

The Sinhala majority in
the Assembly gave them
the same answer:z No
federalism. The  unitary
nature of the Sri Lankan
state was not negotiable.

The Tamils
method of
twice more:

tried the
compromises
Under Indian
auspices in 1983/89; and
again early this year thr-
ough an agreement with the
current President of the
country: Premadasa,

What followed is contem-
porary history. The great tra-
gedy about the past history is
that  Mrs. Bandaranaike

_first, and Jayewardenc later,

had massive emough mandates
to carry though a solution fo
Tamil grievances and to unile
the eonntry. They both blew it.

It was not just political
cowardice. They subscribed
to the chauvinist Sinhala

assumption that this is a
Sinhala Buddhist couniry;
anyone els¢ who wanted to
live there had to live on
Sinhala terms - a3s  second
class citizens, grateful for

the crumbs left to them by

a contemptuous ruling race.

Now: What can the
Tamils want? It would be
much fairer to ask: “How
much more injustice can the
Tamils take?”’” Or, for that
matter, *How much more
can any self - respecting
people put up with,
before the civilized world
would show some indignat-
ton?’

Choice is forced

Enough is emough. The
Tamils have put up with
70 years of humiliation;

over the last 30 years, they
were also mad  victims of
maiming, murder, rape and
robbery-in their own lands.

been
Tamils.

The choice has
forced upen the

They have come to the
inescapable conclusion that
they ean never again nurse
any hope c¢f living with
digrity, in what the Sinhal-
ese consider their country.

They have concluded that
the only way to redeem
their pride, their human
rights ard their digaity, is
to be masters in their own
land,

The . Tamils are  not
inventing a uwew  country.
They want to be  masters

where historically they had

been masters,  befors the
colonial powers ucified the
country for  administrative

conyenience.

They are paying for that
resolve with their own blcod,
sweat and fears, = because
there is no reasonable alter=
native. And they hope the
cvilized world will, at long
Iast, show real commiiment
to human rights and help
secure -justice for. them.
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VENKATESHWARAN'S
INTERVIEW T0 VIRAKESARI

Q. Ia January thns year,
the Sri Lankan government
laid down three pre - condi-
tions to have peace talks
8gain with the LTTE, but
now the Tigers have informed
that they ars prepared to
have direct talks without

any pre-conditions. What is
your view? :

Aas: Somchow both sides
must engage in talks, Other-
wise, the situation may be-
come regretable. = Whetever
that may be said in Sri Lanka
regarding India, one should
not forget the frequent pro-
clamations made by India
cencerning its responsibility
towards Sri Lankan unity and
integrity as one of the bless-
ings that Sri Lanka could
count upon: As time Japses,
this stand js liable to change.
When such a change takes
place without much effort
being taken by India and
without any direct involve-
ment by her Eelam might
become a reality-

Q. Henee, do you say
that Sri Lanka should engage
in talks without putting for-
ward any pre-conditions ?

Ans: Yes. It should be

like that. Even the govern-
ment desires that Tigers too

should come forward for
talks without themselves lay-
ing any pre - conditions.

Q. One of the pre - con-
ditions Jaid dowm by the
government is that all other
Tamil groups should parti-
C'pate in dny peace talks

but the Tigers have rejected .

that?

other Tamil groups other
than Tigers can actually be
taken into econsideration?

Q. Hence on that basis
inorder to prove the claim
as to who the sole represent.
atives of the Tamil people
are, the LTTE must consent
to the holding of free and
fair elections?

Ans. Iam sure that the
LTTE will agree to that
propesal after holding the
talks. I consider that they
have made a great mistake
in not centesting the elect-
ions even earlier. But one
should keep in mind that
these elections were under
very special circumstances.

‘Firstly, there was the situ-

ation whea a disruption was
caused to the 1Indo - Sri
Lankan Accord due to the
suicide committed by 17 l'igers

Indo - Sri Lanka Accord Less

Effectual
Agreements.

than Chelvanayakam’s

Ans. It is for the Sri
Laokan government to de-

cide whether that is prati
cally feasible. Could anyone
honestly say  whether any

The VOA
(Continuation of Page 4)

agrecment was ‘ in  coRson-
ance with eur basic policies’”
he said.

*‘Immediately after the
conclusion of the agreement
it became clear that the
agreement was not in con-

sonance with our general
policy and will. If further
pursued, it will not only
make Indo - American relat-
ioms a subject of controversy
in India but will prejudice
our main objective of coun-
teracting anti-indian propag-
anda of Chinese radio.
Unfortunately. I committed
that fault of not going deep
into the agreement, ‘<he said,

That was the Government
reasoning. It needed a high-
power transmitter to counter
what Nehru called the *‘vici-
ous and venomous’‘ propa-

ganda of the Chinese broad-
casting services acaizst the

Indian Government. And the
transmitter ceadily available
with the VOA.”

But the significant questi-
ons raised were; was not
there the dlnger of the U.S.
using the transmitter for
Cold
carried on in Enrope? Would
it not endanger India’s friendly
relations  with the Soviet
Union and other countries?

The assessment in Delhi
was that the relations between
the Soviet Union and the
U. S. were showing signs of
improvement. So the Cold
War propaganda too might
change.

War-type broadcasts.

However, in its discussions
with the U S., India scems
to have made some suggestions
to make the agreement *-less
one-sided.’* While the details
of India’s modified proposals
were not known, a report
published in the Baltimore
Sun said India wanted the
agreement to be altered to
give it the right of prior
scrutiny of the content of the
broadcast. Washington reject-
ed it and was said to have
indicated its willingness to
allow scrutiny of ths script
after the broadcast and raise
questions then.

Some other reports said
U. S. Amoassador to India

Chaster Bowles was ‘‘putting
up a spirited fight for the
implementation of the pact”
which, according to him,
was ‘‘mot yet a oorpse.’’

But it became one on August
18 when Union Minister of
State for External Affairs
Lakshmi N. Menon, in a
reply to H. V. Kamath and
28 others, said: ¢* The Gov-
ernment of India has infor-
med the U. S. that the only
basis on which it can go
shead with the transmitter

agreement is that therc should
be no broadcasts by the

VOA. The U. S. answer was
awaited .’

But. thete was no voice
from America,

Front Line
Issue.

Courtesy-
March ~ April 91.

by swallowing cyanide object-
ing to their being taken to
Colombo. Hence, it had
become difficult for the LTTE
to contest those elcctions.

But they contested the elect-
ions that came afterwards

by putting forwsrd substi-

tute candidates and these
substitute candidates did

actually win the elections.

Q. You have said that the
Indo - Sri Lanka agreement
bas now been dead. But the
Indian government is urging
that the Sri Lankan ethnic
problem could be solved only
within the limitations of the
Accord. What is your view?

Ans. Even within India,
the agreements signed by
India whether it be the Punjab
Agreement or the Assam
Agreement, if the Govern-
ment ef india had resolved
these problems upnder the
terms of these Agreements,
I would feel happy. The
Government will have to go
on saying that they have
_solved this problem ard that.
They may be cerrect in say-
ing that the Agreement has
contributed somewhat if not
in full towards making the
Sri Lankan accept the real
necessity to provide auto-
nemy to the Tamils and for
the distribution of powers.
But if ome carefully exa-

mines the Agreement, then .

one will acknowledge that the
provisions of the Indo - Sri
Lanka Accord are consideras
bly less effectual than the
provisions of the Agreements
entered into by Mr. Chelva-
nayakam. The provisions

found in the Peace Accord

were slready contained in
the provisions of Agreements
entered into by Mr. Chelva-
nayakem. Hence there should
have been an advance made
in the Indo-Sri Lanka Ae-
cord because 25% eof the
country’s population Is in a

s:ate of agitation. [t is not
p ssible either to suppress
them or oppress them. it is
out of the question,

Q. Even while having talks
with the Sri Laokan govern-
ment, the Tigers accepted
the Provincial Councll Scheme
but now thev demand a fede-
ra] set up with more powers
than what the States in India
enjoy. What have you to
say on that? :

Ans. I do not think that
what. prevails in one country
will be the same in another
ceuntry. It should be consti-
tuted on the basis of realuies.
If the Tigers say they prefer
a tederal ferm then it is
the responsibility of the Sri
Lankan government to decide
as to how far it could con-
cede that demand. My, con-
firmed conviction is that it
was wrong to construe that
India will always adbere
to its present stand as regards
the ethnic issue,

Q. The government desires
that the LITTE must lay
down is arms. This is one
of the most important issues.
But the LITE will never
accede to the demand. So
how to proceed further?
While one group carries arms,
the other groups will refuse
to participate in any elections?

Ans. Here there is an issue
which I could understand.
Last time there were no pre-
conditions uaiil talks broke
down en the question of carr-
ying_ arms. They may sisrt
the negotiations. Later they
may observe as to how the
situation is doveloping. Why
should we worry about some-
thing that is going to take
place at the very ead of the
pegotiations, a series of pro-
longed efforts and not at

relations between governments,
we see states which  were
engaged in wars where
thousands of people got
killed making peace. We
should not deny that. We
should not over-emphasise
matters by assuming that
the LTYE is involved in the
assassipation of Rajiv Gand-
hi.

Q. Do you think the Tigers

~bhad a motive to kill Kajiv

Gandhi?

Aps. Observing the circume
stances, I think the Tigers
do not sppear to have had
any motive to murder Rajiv
Gandhi. [ am aware that
talks took place in March
with Rejiv Gandhi. Further
ke had responded favourably
for renewing the contact
with the LTTE,

Q. It appears that there is
no recorded evidence to
prove that such a meeting
ever took place Osly the
Tigers have claimed that
such 8 meeting took place.

Aps. ‘‘Madras Hindu”, a
newspaper very much recog-
nised in India has confirmed
it. It had reported emphat-
ically that a meeting had
actually taken place. between -
Rajiv. Gandhi and the LTTE.
We are obliged to accept
it,

Q. But the ‘Indian Express’
has published a news item
four days later stating that
Rejiv Gandhi has described
the LTIE to be g ‘treach-
erous group’,

Ans Rajiv Gand .i is
entitled to éxpress his own
views. But as far as I
know, Rajiv Gasndhi is not
known to have been comsise
tent in his views on any issue.

Many Indians do not feel

proud of IPKF
North-East

Activities m the

what takes place at the bes
ginning? The most import-
ant thing is to initiate ne-
gotiations.

Q. Most politicians in India
have alleged the LTITE s
involved in the assassination
of Rajiv Gandhi. If the
allegations against them are
confirmed, will it give rise to
haired ag 'inst the Sri Lankan
Tamils in South Jndia?

Ans. That might cause a
bitter situation. It is certain
that many in India cannot
be proud of the activities
that took place in
Northern and Eastern Prov-
inces during the IPKF stay
here in Sri Lanka. Hewever,
one should not look at
issues by giving too much
jmportance than is necessary
to incidents like the

assassination of Rajiv Gandhi.
The assassination is a despi-
cable crime. But in the

the.

Ido not like to adda nything
furiher, for we don’t speak
adversely about a. person
who i8 no more. The
culogies showered on Rajiv
Gandhi after his death, were
found to be morc based on
goodwill thap on a meaning-

ful  assessment of his
contributions to Indian
Politics,

University....

(Continuation of Page 2)

My gratitude also' goes to
Mr. Pathmanathan (IPE),
Miss P. Sivagnanam, my
deputy Ganeshananthan and
of ceurse my to colleagues
in the team without whose
feamwork victory could not
have been achieved. Thanks
are also due to the ground
statf for their  invaluable
service.

Regi Jeyapalan

Captain
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Mr. Premadasa’s Republics

Baudha Sinhala President R. Premsdasa is a man
of inexpl'cable depih - only to be outdone by his more
nefarious predecessor,’ J. R. Jayawardene.

Reports have it that when Colombo experienced the recent
formidable bemb blast at Joint Operations Command
Headquarters, the Presideat was away in the deep South.

The inveterate preacher be is, the President had said
so many things. He bhas expressed his abhorrence to
the drawn out sword. He has said this and that of which
the latest report is the scheme to have .a separate
republic fer each of the local government areas!

At a reading of the first glance. we were tempted
to hark back to the ancient diys of the Greek City-
States. Scholars and political philosophers are agreed
that the ancient Greek City States provided the best

form of working democracy the world bas kumown yet..

But them musing ever this ideal art of government-
suddenly we were struck by the fac: that the Pre-ident
had not mentioned about his own place and that of his
government in the Scheme of things he has in store.

In Ancient Greece, we had Athens, Sparta and a
host of others - all sovereign by themselves with a directly
people’s participating democracy. There was po place

for a Super - State, republic or power. There was no
Republic of Greece! '

" By Jove, shall we have such a situation in this lslaﬁd

too? Will there be no Democratic Socialist Republic of

Sri Lanka? Will there be an end to the sufferings 0y

the peoples of this Island by the super - imposition of
a usitary state from Dondra to Point Pedro?

Pre:ident Premadasa has not answered this question.

He bas left everyone to guess what he or she will or would
according to his or her own fertility hf imagioation.

Well it does not take much time to see through
President Premadasa’s preaching, Of course, in this respect.
in respect of speaking with tonmgue in the cheek he
cannot outwit his predecessor, J. R. Jayawardene.

Mr. Premadasa states that he proposes to create
republics for each local government area But how do
people forget the fact he said that he would withdraw
the Sixth Amendment to the Constitution introduced by

his predecessor but which Amendment, however, is still
part of the Constitution. :

Mr. Premadasa ard government sources were heard
to say that they dide’t have the necessary two - thirds
majority to amend even a word of the cons'itution of
Jayawardene making. Then how on earth is he going
to create so many republics as there are local govern-
ment areas” If he can do that,’ he could well have
wi hdrawn the Sixth Amendment to the Constitution
as he said, he wounld. : :

. He did not do what he said in regard to the 6th
Amendment to the Constitntion. So how can people -
whoever they may be - Tamils or Sinhalese - take him
at his word? Buat if he does succeed ia creating as
many Republics as possible within the frame - work of
the present constitution - them ome can be sure that the
“Repuolics’’ of his creation would be mere loud sounding
vames — very much like the present Democratic Socialst
Republic which is neither democratic ner socialist.

it is the siqgular ability of politicians who had climbed
vp the ladder just to say things which they never iitend
to act upon. When Mr.J R. Jayawardene came to
power in 1977 acd was still holdisg the post of the
Prime Minister under the 1972 constitation, he was heard
in parliament to ask the then T'ULF members of parlia-
meot why they thought that he would not grant the
Famils the right of self - determination - implyiag thereby
or at least iotended to carry the implication thereby that
he would grant the Tamils the right of self - determi-
nation. But he finally ended up by - disqualifying
even the Tamil representation in parliament. But un-
fortunately fol: bim, the Tamils did not lose anything
greater by being denied parliamentary represemtatian. Ia
fact their determination to free themselves from an imperi-
alist yoke strengthened and the Tamil freedom movement
gained greater impetus.

Mr- Premadasa has a lot to learn from the misrule
ot his predecessor. Mr. Jayawardene said something but
always did tae opposite. Even the Sinhalese were dis-
encharted and they finally forestalled any lurking ambitions
be may have had to retain himself in power for a
fu_rther period. He le’t office being unablc to cepe up
with _the spate of violence let lose in tne South and
the violence only  subsided sfier he apnounced his
own decision 10 quit oftice and give roem to another.

Mr. Premadasa must realize that pioas preachings
would conviace none, 4

-the

- discussion  in

Letter Conveys Swede Views

The ethnic conflict in Sri
Lanka jis a matter of serious
concern to ' the
Government and the Swedish
Government has brought up

the ethnic co.flict and the
violent situation on/ many

oceasions in discussions with

representatives of the Sri
Lanckas Government.

This is contained in a letter
addressed by Eva Heckscher.

Swedish

Assistant Under -~ Secretary,
Political Department Ministry.

for Foreign AffairsSweden. The -

Under - Secretary’s [etter has

béen written on the directions.

of the Prime Minisner of
Sweden to Mr. S.Sribaskaran

of Mallakam who had earlier

made representation to the
Swedish Government.

The Swedish Government’s
letter states further :

Will Srl Lankan National Flag

Be Replaced?

‘*He who draws out the
sword. shall perish by the
sword>’, Baudha Sinhala
President R. Premadasa it
reported to have re-echoed
Biblicali -~ saying at
Kamburupitiya recently.

Ironically, the Lankan

National Flag has the emb]- -

em of a drawn out sword
on the raised paws of alion.

When the question of the
National Flag came up for
the first
Parliament of Ceylon, Mr.
C.Suntharalingam, then
M.e. for Vavuniya, who
opposed the flag called it ‘a
fraud flag and an  abom-
ination and forced a bye
-election in his electorate by
absenting  himself from
Parliament and causing a

- vacancy in parliathent which
had to be filled. Needles to-

say that Mr Suatharalingam
won the bye-election.

Mr.A.E.Goonesinghe, Press
ident Premadasa’s mentor
and then Minister without
Portfolio advised the Sinhala
Standard-bearers to role up
the flag a little to  cover
two stripes and fly the pure
Sinhala Flag.

Mr.J.R Jayewardene along
with his mnew  constitution
also introduced a new flag
with four bo-leaves on the
four corners of the fleg
within the lion baekground-
thus making the flag not

only Sinhala but also
Baudha Sinhala.
Now, when President

Premadasa speaks disparag-

- ingly of the drawn out sword,

one has to think that like
Emperor Asoka, attaining en-
lightenment aftes the Kalinga
War, President Premadasa
too is receiving enlightenment
after the weary war  with
the Tigers - especially as

Sri Lanka has long given
cause for concern. It is with
great distress that we learn

of the increased |suffering

‘among the Tamil population

as a whole ”

“'In the Swedish view it
is essential that the negoti-
ation process be resumed as
soon as possible in order to
obtain a peaceful settlement’
of the conflict.

«The Swedish Government
has brought up the ethnic
conflict and the violent situ-
stion on many occasions in
discussions with representa-
tives of the Sri Lankan
Government. We have s ressed
that this is a .matter of
sarious concern to us.

“The Swedish Government
will continue closely to follow
the situation in Sri Lanka
and to urge the parties in-
volved to try to bring about
a peaceful solution”

says that
bombed

the Government
the Tigers have
J.O0 C. at Colombo.

The lion with the drawn
out sword on the flag, as
stated earlier heralded the
first battle cry against the
Tamils and Mr.C.Suntharal-
ingam accepted the challenge
and 'won the bye- eléction too.

If Mr. Premadasa has
after all the  vicissitudes
during” four dccades of

independence, developed an
abomination for war, he
must have the intention of
doing away with the Lion
Flag with a drawn-out sword.

The question is, will he
think. of - changing = the
go-called national flag with
its ugly feature of a drawn
out sword in the raised
paws of a lion?

Desultory...:
(Continuation of Page 2)

country, flashed the message

over the occean waves, **We _

jove you Marcos’’ to another
head of a <<democratic’®
couniry. Scarcely had a few
months elapsed toen the said
Marcos fell flat on his poli-
tical face and was hounded
out of his country along
with the equally guilty Emelda,
leaving behind a colossal
debt and a ludicrous number
of shoes, bras, and other
items of lingerie. This mighty
democracy would have certain-
ly had teh wily Marcos regime
under her surveillance, being
always equipped with an ade-
quate diplomatie corps and
much talked of intelligence
agency. LS

You cannot claim or pretend
that because these ‘ watch
dogs” had gone on a long sn-
ooze, Marcos and his coterie:
were being continucd to be
recognized. nay, encouraged
in their perfidy and criminality
in the name of democracy.
It wouldn’t avail at all to

scratch Marcos after his fall
and discover the spurious
article underneath. It would
be too late a&ad Marcos
would have done irreparable
damage to his country and
to human society in the
meanwhile.

Ag to the Sinhala Gover-
nment, who in his or her
right mind would admire and
gcondone its brand of ‘‘demo-
eratic socialism ? However, it
is astounding te realise how
other ‘*democratic’® countries
have rallied round in support
of Sri Lanka with advice
and encouragement.

Advise the murder of
10,000 youths and thus be rid
of at least 2, 0u0 terorists-
shades of the Biolical Herod’s
strategy! Look the other
way when the buffoon of a
Head of State (Sri:-Lanka)
is found carrying the undated
resignation notices of his
ministers - the sword of
Domocles! - in his ¢*democr-
atic® pockets and also
the numerous humaa bodics
floating down rivers or

‘the

live human beings with
burning tyres around their
pecks, trying to imitate
funeral pyres. After all thesc
could te accounted as na'pral
phenomnena of the mysterious
Buddhistic culture. lgnore
as harmless pranks. his efforts
to promote his vagabond
son, ' of no account, to
military and political emin-
ence so that the son may
be enabled to succeed the
father as head of state.
Pretend it is  legitimate for
roling government {o
uproot the minorities from
their homelands and supplant
them with  the majority
community; and cheer when
the judiciary is mutilated to
serve nefarious ends or when
innocent civilians and their
habirations are being inexor-
ably bombed or shelled out
of existence.

If «'democracy’’ smacks of
such goings on, we shall have
no truck with it. We cannot
entrust the well - being of
our people and of future
generations to such phoney
words. They are, Indeed,
dirty!.
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