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A DEEP AND CURIOUS
SENSE OF HUMOUR
“......the population are made up of diverse
elements, often with fundumental racial and

relrgrous differences.....
homogeneity and of corporate consciousness which

make it difficult to achieve any

Extracted from the Report of the

resulting in alack of

national

Donoughmore Commission

SRI LANKAN GOVERNMENT’S

Wilitary Mtacks

War is. raging on in Manal Aru area for a full week now between
the combined forces of the Sri Lankan Government and the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LiTE).

Manal Aru area is strategically

the: North - and East.

important as the geographical link area between
Last week’s ““Hot Spring’’® reported the contents of an interview

given by Major - General Denzil Kobbekaduwa of the Sri Lankan Army to ‘‘Asia Week”
wherein he had sa,d that the Sri Lankan Army’s next operational task was to cut off
the North and East. The aim of such an operation is more polilical than military.

- . Politically, the Sinhala
Imperialists have always con-
sistently worked to cut off
the geographical contiguity
of the Tamil homeland. All
Sinhala governments have
taken great pains to achieve
this end imperceptibly by
settling Sinhala colonists in
Tami) areas under pretext of
‘‘agricultural -development”.
This gemocidal move was
conceived by the first Prime
Minister, the late D. S. Sena-
nayake and systematically
carried on by everyone of
his successors. The military
operations ~'to achieve the
same end is the result of the
failure .of completely political
actions -carried through with
the help of the administrative

machinery of government un-
der the control of the Sin-

hala Imperialists.

Strangely some news reports
say that the Government has
ordered the army not to give
press reports about the war
except those approved by
Government. So we do not
have much news reports.

Though the war is on for
one full week now, reports
from Government state that
14 soldiers of the Sinhala
Army died and some 40 were
injured. Of course, the tall
claim has been made that
the Government forces have
killed over 200 LTTE figh-
ters. The LTTE has said
that 21 of its cadres died
and fighting is going on.

The Government has fur-
ther said that its Air Force
is bombing the area all the
24 hours of the day. In
addition, large number of
troops have been landed by
sea and the infantry is trying
to fight its way towards
LTTE positions. At the same
time the Sri Lankan Navy
is firing cannon shells from
the sea directed towards the
coast.

Already the people in the
villages of Chemmalai,Kokku-
thoduwai, Alampil, Nayaru,
Kumulamunai and other
places have left their houses
and run as refugees.

Reports from Manal Aru
area state that the cannon
fire from naval ships reach

Swami Vipulananda Centenary Year !

Arrangements. are being
made at Jaffna to celebrate
Swami Vipulananda’s Centen-
ary which falls this year.

“"“Swami.. Vipulananda was a
great Tamil scholar who did
yeoman service to Tamil art
and literary life. -

‘Born at Karaitiva in the
Amparai - District, Mylvag-
anan (as he was known
before his initiation to the
Order of the Ramakrishna
Mission Monks) was a brilliant
scholar. He graduated in
Science but ended up a
prolific research writer and
poet in Tamil.

The greatest contribution
made by Swami. Vipulananda
was his researches in music.
There was “in" the “ancient
Tamil country a musical in-
strument . called  “Yarl’.
There were several forms of

_this instrument which were

played by the musicians of

_yore. None of them is extant
today.

Swami  Vipulananda made
extensive research studies in
relation to this instrument
and wrote his book ¢°Yarl
Nool*® which was acclaimed

by Tamils throughout the
world. This is the only work
of its kind. Swami Vipula-
nanda chaired the Tamil
Department of the University
of Ceylon also.

What helped

Tne members of the
ATADMK - Congress (I) Alli-
ance in the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly found
themseves at logger - heads
when in the course of the

debate on the budgeta
AJADMK member remarked

that the electoral victory was
due to the charisma of
ATIADMK leader and Chief
Minister, Miss Jayalalitha.

.The State Finance Mini-
ster had earlier presented the
budget and members were
speaking on the budget pro-
posals. At one stage an
ATADMK member who was
on. his feet remarked that the
electoral victory was due to

a distance of over 5 miles
from the coast and that smoke
could be seen from areas
subjected to heavy air bom-
bard ment.

The most important aspect
of the war at Manal Aru is
that it isunder taken to achieve
the political objective of divid-
ing the geographical contiguity

tal Aims

of the Tamil homeland. In

this context Britain and
other countries must ask

themselves  the question
whether they should permit
the Sinhala imperialists to

use violence as a weapon
to achieve political objectives

before asking the same ques-
tion and pointing an accu-
sing finger at the LTTE.

Baltic States

to find place

in United Nations

The Baltic Republics of
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia

who have declared their
independence from the Soviet

- Union, will soon be admitted

to full membership in the
world Body - the UN.

The green signal for entry
of thess three “‘new’’ countries
to the UN, came as Mr.
Gorbachev announced Soviet
Union support for the move.
Earlier the United States,
Britain and  France which
had recognized the new
states, stated that they would
support the entry of these
three states into the World
Body. Already some countr-
ies have established diplom-
atic relations with these states.

was the
to recognize

first
the

Iceland
country

“new’’ countries with Denm-
ark following as second.

Maps showing the political
divisions of Europe-or hist-
orical maps as they are
known - drawn hereafter will
depict the three new count-
ries in place of the Baltic
region of the Soviet State.

Of course, Soviet Union
does not shed tears on its
shrinking boundaries and cry
in desperation of the loss
of its “territorial integrity™.
Such changes in boundaries
caused by the obliteration
and creation of states, had
been a common feature

throughout history the
world over.

Will the new  colonialists
and imperialists of this part
of the globe begin to learn
the inevitability of history?

AlliannemVictory z Uharisma or Blood?

the charisma of his party
leader, Miss Jayalalitha.

This remark  provoked
strong opposition from a
Congress (I) member who
stated that the Alliance vict-
ory was due to the blood

- shed by the late Mr. Rajiv

Gandhi - an obvious reference
to the ‘tragic murder of Mr.

Gandhi, while electioneering
in Tamil Nadu.

Soon many members of
both the AIADMK and

Congress (I) stood up from

their scats and were involved
in cross - talks. A menacin:

situation .was averted when
Finance Minister Mr. Nedun-
chezhian intervened and requ-

ested the members to confine
themselves  solely to the
budget proposals,

LALITH GROUP LOSES FIRST ROUND

An application for an
injunction  restraining the
UNP from taking disciplinary
action to deal with Mr.
Athulathmudali and his group
at the party level was refused
by the District Judge of
Colombo.

Earlier, the UNP Working
Committee was scheduled to
meet and it was expected
that the Committee would
decide to expel Mr. Lalith
Athulath Mudali and . his
group of dissidents. In an

attempt to forestall ‘any such

disciplinary  action which
could ultimately cost Mr.
Lalith and his group their
parliamentary seats as well,
they filed an application for
an injunction  seeking to
restrain the' UNP  Working
Committee from proceeding
with such action.

The District Judge of
Colombo after hearing the
application has refused to

grant the injunction sought
for on the ground that he
had no jurisdiction to decide

the issue.
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The Editor,
i Hdt Spring

Sira”

Prevaricating from what
they have promised during
pre-husting campaigns is a
thing of the past. Those
were the days when politicians
promised many things from
public platforms aad canva-
ssed the voters as votaries
of truth. Mob oration indu-
ced the votlers to cast their
votes to that particular can-
didate no matter how he
would translate his promises
to reality. Those were the
days when the popularity of
a candidate was fathomed
by the crowd that attended
the meeting. For every word
of promise made, thunderous
applause rent the air with
the shouts of ‘‘jayawewa”
¢jayawewa’’. And at the end
of the meeting as the crowds
walked out of the venue,
remarks of the member hav-

ing spoke well, filled the
lips of the crowds. And
those were the days when

the voters approached their
candidates, they went on
bended knees, cringing and
cowing, addressing them as
<hamaduruwo’’.

PREVARICATORS

By passage of time, these
voters have learnt thecontra-
dictions of their candidates
and their confidence in them
too began to wane off.
Voters vetocd them and started
acting  independently no
matter what the consequences
were. Only the henchmen of
the candidates hang around
them for their personal ends.

The definition of democracy
has been misinterpreted as
government of tnhe selected
sections of psople, but not
in  its t{rues sense and
thus e¢merged a state of
anarchy amongst the discar-
ded and neglected community
of people. Fish of one and
flesh «f another mentality
has festered the minds of
the disgruntled Jot who have
today opted for violence as
a solution to their problem.

The burning question of
the day is equality of oppo-
rtunities in the affairs of
the State among the Tamil
community, on equal footing
with the Sinbalese and not
as subject race.

if this was  appreciated
carlier, the present predica-
ment could have been avoided.

Tamils have played key 10les
in acquiring independence to
Sri Lanka against alien rule
and contributed immensely
towards the island’s develop-
ment and advancement in
various fields and therefore
there is every justification
in their demand for equal
treatment and identity in
the affairs of the State.
Their approaches in the
past were sobre - fifty fifty
and federaiism, Sinhalese
politicians could not under-
stand them. The present
Eelam demand is inevitable.

Heavy toll of human lives,
damage te properties and
millions of rupees drained
off as - defence allocations

should have rallied the Pre-
sident and his cabinst of

minjsters to rationality in
them to realize even at
this hour of turmoil to salve

the Tamils 85 a community
of sclf respect.

Youths in the North and
and East opted to violemce
when they realized that de-
mocracy has been misinter-
preted, as government of the
Sinhalese, by the Sinhalese
and for the Sinhalese. Sin-
hala Oanly Act shut the Tamlis

aspiration for employment,
whilst Standardization shut
the Tamil youths from the
halls of learning, and thus
triggered off the Tiger Mo-
vement. These are the main
attributes to the present
predicament. The Sinhalese
politicians know them very
well but malingering some-
thing else.

Enough of your prevari-
cations now, set down to the
earnest task of translating
some of the acceptable pro-
posals over which you have
dilly dallied in the past, into
reality and ecry halt to thirst
for human bleod.

D. Jeevananthan
Vathiry.

The Editor,
Hot Spring

Dear Sir,

We have suffered untold
hardships for many years.
This Government is on the
verge of collapse. This is
not a happy event to us any
way because the rulers’ atti-
tude towards the Tamil,
community must change in
toto. How we, the common
people have been suffering

any decent community in the
world will sympathise. How
long can anyone fool the
world commuaity that Tamils
have been given all due rig-
hts? Electricity has been
denied 10 us for more thsn
a year, lack of medical
treatment, simple hygenic
product - soap, is very expe-
nsive ‘to all of us.

Swami Vivekananda always
stresscd us mot . to preach
religion to a mam who is
hungry. All basic amenities
have been denied to us and
how many thousands are
living as refugees. The simple
solution is to settle this
problem immediately. As a
monk I feel how miserable,
when many come to us for
reliel and we find extremely
difficult to help all of them.

We feel the more the
solution for the ethnic conflict
is delayed by the rulers and
the members of the Opposition

parties, the more Sri Lanka

will have te face a bleak
future and chaes.

Yours in the Lord,

Swami Chidrupananda

Sri  Ramakrishna Sarada
Sevashrama,

Point Pedro.

Desultory Rambling by Vadali Velan

There was this
mongrel being bothered by

a sct of flies, plaguirg him -

and sucking his life - blood
ever since he was born.
Decidirg to' put an end to
this nuisance, he cried out
(or rather barked out) to
the  Almighty  Jupiter to
relieve him of these abom-
inable parasites. With an
enigmatic  smile, Jupiter

obliged promptly. freeing the

mongrel of these pests. By
and by another set of flies.
very lean and famished, tock

the .place of the departing
ones. Being more  hungry
and  voracious, the new-

comers fell to with great
zest on the poor beast in a
merry spree of feasting and
engorgement,  rendering the
plight - of the dog more
pitiable than it had been
ever  ‘before. - Comsequently,
in a torment of grief and
despair, the hapless animal
again cried out to Jupicer,
*:Please give me beck my
former tormentors and drive
away their successors®’!

The foregoing  marration
by our village raconteur was
brought home to us most
forcefuily on  our waking
up the other - day to the
tidings of the latest political
upheaval and bickerings in
the ranks of the present Sri
Lankan Government’s ruling
Sinhala-Buddhist clique. Who
amomg them, we wondered,
would have had the temerity

forlorn*

o cast the “first stone’
speaking  Biblically. Our
village itself and, most

probably, the whole Island
would mow bs agog with
excitement and the expectation
that an arch criminal is at
last to be laid by the heels.
But then, what next?

The affairs of the Sri .
Lankan  Government have
been, for quite sometime,

managed by a political gang
of desperadoes with the aid
of special emergency powers-
in fact, by an undeclared
military junts and not by a
democratic body as much of
the world has been fondly
imagining or wishlog to
believe! Who amongst them
will aucceed Mr. Premadasa
and prove to be a meritorious
and humagne leader of his
people? Aren’t they all
tainted with the same criminal
Insensitivencss to  human
values, moral accountability,
honour and fair-play? Why
has it taken all this while
for these supposedly gallant
do-gooders to declare that
their Lord and Master - has
all along had feet of clay?
Why have they supported:
nay, even hailed and rejoiced
with Mr. Premadasa in
everything he did or utter
publicly up to the time they
decided to ditch him and
bid him good-bye? Did Mr.

Premadasa turn over into
a ‘rbad egg’ just recently;
or have his present detract-
ors only now, like the Lord
Buddha, attained enlightenm-
ent on Premadasa’s doings,
of a sudden? No cogent
responses are possible for
queries such as these for
the same reason that no

rationale could be fouud for
all that which transpires in
Bedlam. These happenings,
however, do not signify
much to us of Tamil Eelam.
These are internal Sinhala
Sri Lankan affairs and is
really an instance of ‘thieves

falling out amongst thems-
elves’’,

Our village elders, at the
same time, aver that, though

present developments may

lead to a putsch or even
a coup d’'etat, with the

army throwing in its hand,

the situation will never become
worse for the common man,

as it had remained bad
enough for a long time
‘with the country having

lost sight of true democracy
for decades on end.

Howbe’it Sinhals politics
may take a spectacular and
even a bizarre turn in the
next few weeks. If Mr.
Premadasa is convinced by
his personal astrologer that

the present debacle is but
a contretemps to be overcome
or igaored, since his star is
yet on its ascendancy, he
may throw caution to the
winds and attempt to rough
it out with the aid of his
long - time personal gangs
of mobsters, having neutral-
ised the conveational army

by throwing a few crumbs
of office and privilege to a
few select bone-headed offic-
ers. Not a few head: will
roll thereby! There is also
the chance that Mr. Prem-
adasa, thinking the better
of it, may flee the country
to epjoy his ill-gotten gains
in some foreign climes, with
his wily predecessor waiting
in the wiogs to take over
with seeming reluctance and
after ‘‘persuasion’’,

In sl this melee those
dabbling in  world affajrs

will undoubtedly be watching
macro-level interactions and
the stancs that would be
assumed by the internationa}
community. In the mnot-so-
distant  past, whilst the
situation was yet murky and
personally stacked heavily
against bim, Gamini, the
son of Andrew, rcturmed to
the Island with secming
non-chalance., He certainly
wou'da’t have arrived with
nothing in his pocket.

Is the Sinhala country now
getting ready to accomodate

a new set of parasites to
be fleeced In a more thor-

ough manner?

Union.

to kill the Tamils.

Sinhala Roman Catholies® Gift
to the Sinhala Army in
Tamil Eelam

The Catholic Union of the Oils and Fats Ce. Ltd.
gifted a consigument of Glucolin, Tooth Paste, Soap etc.
for the use of the armed forces im the North East.

\
Col. Sarath Munasioghe of the Lankan Army
received the comsigament from Robert Michael of the

The Island Photo News of 28-5-91 — p. 3

One of the many escouragements on the part of
Sinhala hierarchy of the R. C. to the Lankan Forces

P. Jeyakumar, Colombo s 13.

|
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..Rajiv Gandhi’s assassina-
tion burst upon the world

like the bomb blast that it
_was - not only the end of a

.dynasty that had ruled over
“the worlds largest democracy
like a hereditary monarchy,
but_also a danger to the
future . political stability of
the sub - continent. Labori-

ously built up to ensure con-
tinuity by some of the most

~knowledgeable constitutional .

'pandits in India, the con-
stitution itself has come under
“stress. There are so many
"disparate aund  fissiparous
national and social interests
in the country. Only federal
in name, but in fact uni-
tary, can India survive with-
out the all - India glamour
of the Nehru family? A
terrorist ‘bomb has set off
Ahis: question of vital impo-
rtance to India. Is this the
beginning of the end of India
as a united single nation?

Not the first time
ut happened

.. This is not the first time
m India’s post-mdependence
history- xhat one of her Jea-
ders  bhas met with a violent

death. = Eyen the great
Mahatma was shot by a
Hmdu fananc Indira was

med by her own Sikh body-
guards and now her son,
Rajxv. Ihree dynamic and
popular ‘leaders in the forty
odd years of India’s Indepen-
dence. Is this the saintly India
of our dreams?

Roman terrorism

‘What is the place of ter-
rorism: in the story of nations;
The assassination of Julius
Caesar, immortalized by
Shakespeare, in his play of
the same name is the most
notorious of the time. and
comes into the mind as an
example of terrorism in the
Roman world. The assassin
came of Patrician families,
the bluest blood of Rome.
Not one assassin, but a group;
and their leader, Brutus was
no common assassin. He was
an  idealist, the  noblest
Roman cf them all, and yet
with his dagger be stabbed
Caesar, his friend and patron
of many years, to save Rome,
as he believed, frem a tyrant
and to preserve the republic;
and what was the outcome
of that murder?
epposite of what Brutus
wanted-an emperor Augustus
Caesar, succeeded to the con-
trol of the state and that
was the end of the Roman
repubhc :

Reign of terror in
France 1789

Terrorism under different
names has contributed its
ghare to the movement of

‘Even
known for certain who the.

Exactly the.

hie Semantics o

history, not always evil. The
ten months of violence that
burst over France in 1789,
known as the Reiga of Terror,
actually heralded a new era
of hope and democracy which
has come to be kpown as
the French Revolution. It
freed Europe, not France

‘only, frcm the thralldom of

feudalism, The Reign of
Terror, that brief period of
lawless savagery, was termi-
nated by another act of
violence.  The last of the
leaders of the Terror, Robes-
pierre was stabbed to death
by a young woman, Char-
lotte Corday. Her only claim
to be remembered in history
is that killing.

She did not kill him be-
cause of her political con-
victions. It was an act.of
personal revenge. Robesnierre
had condomned her lover to
the guillotine. Oddly enough
it was that gir]'s angry res-
ponse that freced France from
the Reign of Terror. A ter-
rorist act puts an end to

establish ‘White Su;ireniacy
by methods of terror. They
abducted, whipped or even

‘hanged Blacks and coloureds

to. force them to their former
submissiveness to the white
race. - Over the Yyears the
KKK has been guilty of
very cruel crimes against the
Blacks and . of general hosti-
lity to Roman  Catholics,
Jews, foreigners and even
organized labour. Today this
lunatic fringe of white chau-
vinism has lost its old time
popularity. In 1965 four

Klansmen were arrested for

the slaylng. of .a whiie civil
rights worker in Alabama

and President Lyndon Johnson

denounced the Klan violence
in a nation = wide - television

address. * Fortunately for
human rights,  this group of
terrorists on the extreme
right i1s on their way out
and will be only an unplea-
asant memory In the years
to come.

By: ‘
Cynthia Karlyawasam

a period of terror. History
is not without such cxam-
pled of the assassination of
a simgle, hated tyrant open-
ing the floodgates of freedom
to millions of oppressed
people. A recent example is
the liberation of Pakistan
from the 11-year dictator-
ship of Zia by a terrorist
bomb planted in his plane.

Assassination of -
Abraham Lincoln_ :

Abraham Lincoln, one of the
noblest statesmen of all time,
was essassinated in a theatre
as he was waltching a play.
to this day it is not

killers were. Security was se
lax that anyene .could have
done it, and escaped detect-
jon. There were interested

groups who had planned it
all, The Security men cpuld
have been aware of it, but
may have been ‘bought over
and collaborated in the mur-
der by keeplng thelr eyes
shut. Can those security men
be called ‘“ terrorists ** be-

cause of their negligence or-
in the

secret collaboration
murder of the President they
were paid to protest?

The Kuklux Klan is af

secret. terrotlst orgamzmon

of some of the sourthern
states in the U. S. A. It was

first formed after the Civil
War in opposition to shar-
ing power with the Blacks:
The Klansmen wanted to re-

The killing of
Lord Mountbatten

‘Iteland is well - known .in
the history of terrorism. She
was  imperialistic :Britain’s
first - colony, and -the - Irish
had to putup a long strug-
gle for their independence.
The Irish Republican Army
([RA) was their underground
organization that by its extra-
parliamentary struggle fina]ly
compelled . Britain to move
out. But Northern Ireland
is-still part of the .United
Kipgdom. Today the IRA
has a special -status as anm
unofficial - semi - military or-
ganization - dedicated to the
freedom of North Ireland.
Mapy Irish within Ireland
and abroad support the IRA
in their struggle to free
N. Ireland. The IRA has
been involved in many acts
of terrorism  including the
assassination -of
Mountbatten- As long as
there Is a divided ireland
they. will continue to kill
and destroy. Where is one
to draw. the line?

Once Britain terrorized

Ireland a time reminiscent
of the ‘pacification, of India
during the *Quit India® days.
Britain’s . .coercive measures
were conducted by an army
oi roughs known as the
Black and Tans, set up by
Britain to terrorize the Irish
into submission. Those were
the dark days of British
imperialism and the [Irish

‘the Earl

nationalists felt the iron heel
of the conqueror as much as
India did during her fight for
freedom.

The Mahatma tried the
passive resistance way to
tight for the freedom of
India. People believe that
it was his ahimsa struggle .
the soul force generated by
some mystical power that won
India her independence, It
is ironical that this saintly
land, Holy Mether India,
today ranks as number ome
ameng the purchasers of
arms. She might as well
manufacture them herself and
save foreign exchange and
reduce unemployment. But
her image as a moral foree
must not be blurred.

It is true thas the Gandhian
method did generate a Jot of
sentiment in favour of a
united, independent India,
But there were additional
factors too, terroistic urges

among the youth that per-

suaded the British Raj that
they could no longer sit on
an erupting .volcano. . Poli-
tical murders and arsassina-
tions were increasing. A
Young girl had flung a bomb
at a8 British .governor who
was presiding at her univer-
sity . graduation  function.
These and other terrorist
incidents forced the Raj to
think seriously about whether
they could hold India by
force, while rival nations
would always offer arms to
fuel her freedom strugglc.
It wasn’t all terrorism. But
terrorism did play a sizeable
role in persuadiog the British
to abandon their empire.

Jomo Kenyatta,
a terrorist?

Hitler " in his day terrorized
Europe and accounted for six
million Jews and twenty milion
Russians dead, all civilians.
Yet no one ever reffered to
him as a terrerist. Only
Churchill once called him a
guttersnipe - which he never
was. J.R.’s government in
*83 was responsible for the
pogroms that killed thousands
of Tamils, his own subjects
in Sri Lanka. Yet no one
bhas ever called J. R.a ter«
rorist. - Strange
better men than these two
have been called by worse
names. The Mahatma him-
self was once called an
anarchist. Jomo Kenyatta,
the father of Kenya‘s inde-
pendence, was jailed by
Britain for seven years for
managing the Mau Mau ter-
rorist organization Nelson

Mandela spent half his'days

in prison charged on. the
Suppression of Terrorism Act
of South Africa, the blackest

repressive legnslat:on in the

world .
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Terrorls ]

that much:

Page 3

The caste system in Jaffna
particularly . untouchability,
had been sitting over the
lives of the depressed classes
for centuries, like an imm-
ovable incubus. The Jaffna
Youth Congress had tried to
break it without much success.
It was only when the unto-
uchables themselves took to
unconventional methods of
coercion, and threatemed to
assault high caste resisters
that the tea shops, ‘eating
houses and even the Hindu
temples opened their doors
to untouchable Tamils. Years
of privilege tumbled in days.
Is it correct to call that social
breakthrough, terrorism? Do
all social chapges have an
element of terrorism?

The denial of equal seating
in schools to children of the
untouchable eastes, is another
story. It was the Sinhalese
government in Colombo that
decred ‘that all children be
seated on equal terms in all
schools. Resistance came
from the high-caste Hindus
in’ Jaffna. There was a spree
of school buildings going up
in flames by high caste terror-
isnr?-Respectable men torch-
ing the cadjan roofs of school
buildings in the country side
to  protest the government
order.A respectable - form of
terrorism?

Killed by [a Euddhist
priest’s bullet :

When the Tamils performed
Sathyagraha in front of Par-
liament for ° thier language
rights in 1956, a gang of
government sponsored roughs
attacked them, fthreatened
them and even urinated on
them. Sinhala thugs seem to
have a flair for that kind
of exhibitionist spraying. That
gang. was hired by the
S. W. R, D. Bandaranaike
Government to humiliate and
intimidate peaceful Tamil
protesters. Government terr-.
orism? |Later government
too  .organized - antiTamil
pogroms periodically. This
kind of -organized terror,
master-minded by successive
Sri -Lankan governments, has
done no good to anybody,
not even to the * Sinhalese.

It has only widened the
cleavage between the two
races.

As a footnote to this story
-of Banda’s terrorism, it may
be added here that the same
Bandaranaike who terrorized
the Tamil Sathiagrahis on
that hutorxc occasion, was
himself killed by a “terrorist
bullet .from " the -hands . of 8,
Buddhxst pnest

Polu:e terror at Tarmi
Conferencc

‘The " police’ can -aiso ' be
guilty of terrorism. In January

‘74 the World Tamil Resc-
arch Conference met in Jaffng.

(Continded on Page 4 )
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MUSINGS BY NESTOR

During the days of the
British Gevernment there was
in the old Chief Secretary’s
Office a serics of files known
as War Graves Files. There
was a file for each soldier.
The graves were at Diyatal
awa, commenciog from the
Boer War days. Each file
contained full particulars of
the individual soldier, his
rank where and how he was
killed, particulars of the
next of kin, the date of
death etc. Wreaths were laid
on the anniversary  every
year. Relatives would corr-
espond about the wreath
laid. In some instances
whenever any relative came
to Ceylon a special officer
would accompany them to
Diyatalawa, enabling to pay
his respects at the grave of
the dead soldier. Well-to-do
relatives might remove the
coffin and remains te their
homeland to be buried in
the family grave-yard. The
Chief Secretary’s  Office

attended to all correspondence
and wreath laying with utmost

promptness and much solem-
njty.

Human creatures, ualike
other specices of the animal
kingdom had certain traits
unique to human nature.
Man is individualistic; he is
acquisitive; and has a strong
urge to leave a progeny beh-
ind him and provide adeq-

uate for the progeny. The
individualistic nature of man
is reflected in his having a
pame of his own. Such a
name is a proper noun. The
word proper is derived from
the latin word proprius
meaning ‘one’s own’. This
individualistic trait has resul-
ted in friend and relatives
holding with certain regards
a dead person. In faet,
there is a tradition that mo
one should speak ill of the
dead person unless of course
he was a politician. Al
these lead to the concept

of the dignity of human
personality. A gazette of the
19th century (particulars of
the gazette are given in
James T. Ratnam’s works).
in which Thamby Muhandir-
am Jayewardene is gazetted
as a cast guard who perfor-
med meritorious service to
the British Imperial masters.

Today there is no poblic
record of the individual
soldiers of the Sri Lankan
Army who laid their lives
in the cause of Sinhala imp-
erium over Tamils. No body

knows hew many soldiers
were kilied and what their
names are. Golda Meir.
The {sraeli Prime Miaister

religiously paid a  visit to
the house of every soldier
who was killed. The stand-

ards of Sri Lanka are of
course quite different. The
names of the dead soldiers
arc not madc known. In
fact the Government Is now

refusing to accept their rem-
ains from the L.T.T.E.

On the other hand the LTTE
pubilshes p:riodically in the
news papers the names of
every soldier dead, their
date of death and the cir-
cumstauces under which they
died. Special days of remem-
brance are held with great
solemnity. The Government
of Sinhala Sri Lanka has no
regard for the individual
soldier who forms the rank
and file. Of course much
publicity is  given for the
funerals of the Officer Grades
and Commanding Otficers.
* & *

The Chief Minister of
Tamil Nudu Miss Jaya Lal-
itha is in @ piquant position.
Not many moons ago she
was  exhibiting  hysterical

support for the Indra
Congress and allotted a
large number  of seats for

the congress. In rcality the
Congress by  itselt has no
support in Tamil Nadu. It
is only in elliance with some
regional party that Congress
can hope to win a few
seats. The Congress of Tamil
Nadu has no support over

the issue of Kaveri wates
supply and the Kachchativu
issue which has rendered the
lives of Tamil Nadu fishermen
unsafe. Kachchativu belomg-
ed to the Rsjah of Ramnad:
Tamil Nadu as a successor
State of the Rajah of
Ramnad-has an unimpeach-
able right to Kachchativu.
New Delhi has no Jegal
right- to hand over Kachch-
ativu to Sri Lanka New
Delthi was fully aware that
the Sinhala Naval gunboats
would play havoc with Tamil

Nadu fishermen and their
catch.

M. S. Jaya Lalitha has a
unique opportunity to build
up her image and popularity
in Tamil Nadu by takiog up
a principled position instead
of toying with a marriage
of comvenience.

River waters ar¢ a Sscarce
commodity in India. Seatrce
commodities have to be
economized. In other words
a scale of priorities has to
be established.  Obviously

reugirements of  drinking

( Continued 0% page 5 )

The Semantics of Terrorism

( Gontinued from page 3 )

The last day’s sessions werc
open to the public. Thousands
attended, all of them Tamils.
a Tamil people in a Tamil
country, gathered to listen

to the great literature of the
Tamil language. Without

warning or provocation the
Jaffna Police tear-gassed and

baton-carged the audience.

Shots were fired to break up
even the electrical circuits
and pluage the place in dark-
ness. They were all Sinhalese
policemen under a Sinhalese
police officer. Nine Tamils
were killed. A demand for an
offieial inquiry by the Tamil
M. P.’s was dismissed by

the Sinhalese Prime Minister.
The offending police officer
was promoted. That opened
the eyes of the Tamils.
Support for the armed stru-
ggle of the Tamils swelled.

Just because a disgruntled
police officer couldn’t stom-

ach the Tamils mecting to
discuss the glories of their
ancient literature, the two
nations have gradually drifted
into war. A case of police
terror - stupid.

The JVP rebellion of
1971

The JVP rebellion or rev-
olution, or insurgency as it
may be termed according to

the sympathies of the writer,
has ripped through the Sin-

halese country since it first

blew up in 1971. Prime
Minister Sirima had to

receive . military  assistntce
from more than one foreign

source to stem that explosion.
When Junius Richard came

to power, he pardoned the
JVP on condition that they

would abide by the democ-
ratic process. But when J. R.
himself broke the democratic
process by extending the life

of his stooge parliament by
six years, the JVP broke faith

with him and returned to
a systematic orgy of killings.
The government rotaliated.

Thousands perished in the
terrorist killings on both
gides.

Here is an extract from
the Lanka Guardian of 1,

June, 1990. by Eduardo
Marino who quetes from the

Guardian, London, of 26-th
Sept. 89 *r... driving from the

airport tn Colombo we found
the road was blocked over

the Kelani river. Peole had

stopped their vehicles and a
small crowd was gazing at

the muddy monsoon waters
twisting below. What are

they looking at? Bodies. They
came hereto see the corpses
floating down the river.
Everyday the bodies float
past, and one day this week
fifty were seen drifting to-
gether. They wecre always
youths., Bodies are found
everywhere in Sri Laoka -
on the beaches, along the
roadsides, in the jungles and

in the towns. It is pew cus-
tomary to prevent rccognition

by burning the bodies with
tyres, but others are thrown
in the river as a warning
to the living.”’

Whose terrorism was
this?

Whose terrorism iz this?
This was the gruesome fare
dished out by the dharmista’
government ot J. R. forall
the world to see. It was the
oid tyrant‘s way of wiping
out what he called ‘subversion,
carcfully avoiding the term
‘terrorism®, which description
he reserved for the Tamil
Tigers oniy. It was an old

His

man’s fancy, perhaps.

semantics?

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment’s war en the JVP s
a8 war by a Sinhalese govern-
ment on their own Sinhalese
subjects. But the same gove-
rnment’s war on the Tamil
Tigers is a war by a Siaha-
lese government to crush
another nation, the Tamils,
who aro fighting for their
freedom from an alien Sin-
halese government.

One of Sri Lanka‘s best-
known journalists, Richard de
Zoysa, was kidoapped from
his home last year, and the
next day his body was re:
covered from the sea with
two gun - shot wouuds int he
head. Suspicion rested on the
security forces; apparently a
case of government sponsored
terrorism. A fearless journ-
alist, he raised his voice in
defene of democraey. Whe
but the Government would
have wanted to silence him?

Ranjan’s definition
i The late Rapjan Wijeratne

once said in Parliament that
the Amaesty International
was a terrorist organjzation.
Funny that a man so know-
ledgeable on terrorism should
have himself succumbed to a
terrorist bomb. Speaking in
parliament 'on the subject of
Tamil righte in Sri Lanka
this gung - ho guy also said
that he would like to see
all the Tamils driver into

the sea. Could that have
been a terrorist wish or urge

the minister could not conceal?
Or is it a Sri Lankan Mini-

ster’s privilege to curse his
own subjscts?

Secrct Services

How much terrorism is
involved in the umder-cover
activities of the great powers

of the modern world? The
CIA, the KGB, the RAW and
their like? They have unli-
mited secret funds to spend,
or for the smarter guys €0
steal. It is impossible to
check them by public audit.
How many murders have
been crushed, so many
countries - destablilized and
so many other dastardly
deeds that cannot face the
light of day. That is their
record. Can the term ‘‘terro=-
rism?’ fully describe the in-
credibly disgraceful work of
these shadowy men of the
secret service?

Terrorism
against Tamils

The Buddhists hate killing;
it is against the teachings of
the Buddha: So the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka have had
to adopt other methods of
coercion to bring the Tamil
rebels to heel. The shit bomb
is their answer. Quite an inno-
vation. Never before in history
has human excrement been
used as & weapon of war.
The Chinese have used the
stuff to fertilize their rice
fields, but not to attack
their  enemies. President
Premadasa and his military
advisors deserve to be deco-
rated fer having thought
out such a bloodless method
of warfare, How simple no
killing at all, conformity
with their Buddhist religious
tradition. Osly the trouble
of collecting the stuff, storing
it in big barrels, loading
them into the plaunes trans-
porting them iato the Tamil
coumtry and just dumping
them overboard. A neat kind
of bloodless offensive. Presi-
dent Premadasa has always
shown much originali:y and
resourcefulness. It is the
Sinhalese Air Force men that

have to bear the stench.
That may be the reason why
the commander in chief has
pow suspended his shit ope-
rations. Since there has been
no shedding of blood, this
skunk-type warfarc may not
be characterized as terrorism.
The president may even claim
that it is a humanitaraian
form of attack. It is not
poison gas, though some gas
has to be generated because
of the raw material used.

Terrorism has two faces:
one the heroic face which
the men and women who
back the terrorist associate

with the noble objectives for
which he kills and destroys.
The other face of terrorism

is what the power establish-
ment see - the danger to the
system that keeps them at
the top of the social pyramid.
Every person who huris a
bomb, or kills or abducts,
may not be termed a terro-
rist. The aim is all impor-

tant. The aim of one is
personal gain, loot, revenge,
ransom or b'ackmail. The
aim of the other is the
liberation of his people from
foreiga rule or tyranny. Both
cannot be measured by the
same yardstick.

President Premadasa is
continuing to carpet bomb
the Jaffna peninsula; an un-
armed civillan population
bave been exposed to this
kind of terrorist warfare,
since the Eeclam War 1l
started in June last year.
A year of these attacks from
above doesn’t seem to have
broKen the spirit of the Tigers,
por of the people behind them.
The Tamil people can gurvive
the Permadasa terror.

Courtesy :Tamil Nation,
London



68« 03- 1801

NOT SPRING

=2T p,é.‘ :

ISRAELI AUTHORITIES SHOOT T0 KILL IN PALRSTINE

Visiting the [Israeli - occu-
pied territories reveals the
inappropriateness of words

used to describe the occu-
pation.  Phrases such as
‘rubber bullets’, ‘tear gas’

and ‘beatings’ are innocuous
cuphemisms for deadly pra-
ctices.

In fact, ‘non-lethal’ bullets
have killed hundreds of peo-~
ple during the intifada. Teac
gas was responsible for the
death of ¢6 Palestinians in
1988. Aund beatings often
result in broken bones and
death.

At the beginning of the
intifada soldiers fired live
ammuaition indiscriminately
at demonstrators. Since then,
international outcry has indu-
ced the army to change its
means of repression. First
the army changed to sniper

fire, then to shooting at the
jegs of protesters, then to
plastic bullets, and finally to
rubber bullets.

Today Israeli authorities
seem to thiok that public
relations are under conirol -
as a consequence soldiers
have reverted to indiscrimi-
nate use of high velocity
bullets. The means of re.
pression have come full circle.

In reality, all ammunition
used to repress the intifada
has bzen deadly. The distin-
ction the Israeli govermment
makes between Ilethal and
pon - lethal is overstated. As
one Makassed hospital nurse
commeated. ‘‘All the bullets
used during the intifada kill*’.

There are four types of
‘non - lethal’ bullets used by
the Israeli millitary - the

Ofh India!

Now,
The world is laughing
Lord Buddha is crying,

In India,

In Sri Lanka,

In 1987,
Then,

Shell drops from sky,
Tamils killed like flies.

In 1989

In Heaven,

Beg Interview’’.
Man spsaks,

Whispers Rajiv.

You India!

Living Gods, still held in bigh
.Lord Buddha, Great Gandhi, Great Ramakrishna,
Great Vivekananda, Guiu Napak’s - Birth Land.
Great philosophers, Radhakrishnan,

" Sathya Sai Baba’s - Birth Place,
Wonderland ... Holy Land
Once upon a time that India was.

Great Gandhi is weeping,
Great Lovers of India mourning.
At the curremt activities in Tamil Eelam.

Killing cow legally banned, Sathy frowned.

Indian forces butchering Tamils.

Operation Liberation Vadamaradchy,
Volcanic India condemned.

Operation Pawan, Trisul, Virat, Ternado

Operation Liberation Vadamaradchy,
Indian occupation forces massacre,
Women. children, elders, disabled,

Vain show of military might,

They yet know not why they were siain.

Weeping dead Tamils meet Mahathma Gandhi,
Sobbing they say killed by forces of Rajiv Gandhi,
Beg not to protest lest Rajiv’s agni goes to Heaven
Mahthma Gandhi faxed thro' Insat 1 B,

‘“Why killing game in Tamil. Sri Lanka?

Unnamed Foreign Office

accuses Mahathma,
Agent of Heaven trying destablize India
Pressmen confront Rajiv at airport,
Mahathma’s message They ask, what import ?
India marching towards 20th century

Shall cemsider only after elections'®.

Accord, Accord, Accord, Accord,
Shepherd I’am Tamils of Sri Lanka,
Record, Record. Record, Record,
Death trap is the Accord oh Tamils
Dead end is your liberty,

esteem,

Rabindranath Tagore,

unpatriotic

“*Anom”

plastic bullet, two types of
rubber bullets, and the ‘tourist
bullet’. Oaly the last may
be called non - lethal - they
are seldom used against Pales-
tinians.

Plastic ond rubber bullets
were introduced in August
and November 1988 after an
international outcry over civi-
lians killed by live ammuni-
tion. These new bullets were
supposed to be non - lethal
and their main purpose was
to defuse international crit{-
cism.

By
Paulo de Rooij

However. armed with these
bullets soldiers resorted to
gunfire more readily and
aimed primarily at the upper
body and head. The bullets
are used frequently; children
in refugee camps collect

buckets of them. As a con-
sequence, casualties rose

markedly and in the month
following the introduction of
rubber bullets the casualty
rate was one of the highest
since the intifada began.

Despite their ionocuous
sounding  names — plastic,
rubber, marble—these bullets.
whea shot at close range,
penetrate the body. break

bones and kill. Plastic
bullets are especially perni-
cious because they shatter
upon hitting a bone, and
many of the fragments do
not apptar on an X - ray
¢*When you look at un X-ray
of a plastic bullet injury you
see only the metal fragmeats®
a Makassed hospital doctor
explained.

*Marbles’ easily peoetrate
the skull, and once iuside,
they move through the brain

owing to their weight. The
coating of the cylindrical
rubber bullets breaks on

impact, and its ste:l core
easily penetrates the body or
skull.

Since plastic and rubber
bullets were first in'roduced
they bhave been ‘improved’.
Bullets used today are more

dacgerous than earlier ver-
sions. 1he plastic and rubber

coating of these bullets has
steadily become thinver, to
the point that the ‘plastic’
or ‘rubber’ names are incon-
gruous.

Recently, soldiers have
given up the pretence of
shooting only non - lethal
bullets, and there has been
increased use of high velocity
and dum - dum bullets. Ac-
cording to Makassed hospital
staff, in the past few months
these bullets top the list of

causes of injury and death.
The second cause of desth
or major injury is plastic
bullets, followed by *marbles’,
cylindrical rubber bullets, and
tear gas.

~ From the time the intifada
started until December 1990,
895 Palestinians were killed.
For every fatality, there are
some S0 severe injuries re-
quiring hospitalisation. This .
is part of Defence Minister
Rabin’s policy ‘to increase
the number of wounded
among those taking' part in
violent demonstrations, bgt
not to kill them.’

In 1988, Physicians for
Human Rights reported that
there was an epidemic of
violence in the occupied ter-
ritories. Although the intifada
has faded from the US media
the epidemic shows no signs
of abating. Oanly the nature

of the violence seems to have
changed.

More Palestioians are now
killed or maimed with ‘non-
leths]l’ bullets instead of the

lethal variety. The legacy of
the rcpression mounts every
day with hundreds kilied,

thousands mzimed, and the

prospects for peace ever
more distant.

By Courtesy of

Third World Network.
: Features.

TRO Provides relief to 3000 refugees

Thc Tamils Rehabilitation
Organization (TRO) branches
at Point Pedro ard Maru-
thnkerni madc relief supplies
to 3000 displaced families
in Vadamaradchy East.

The relief suppiles cons-
isted of dry rations, kerosenc
oil anad soap. These relief
supplies were provided to
displeced  persons from
Vetrilaikerni and Elephant
Pass areas who are now
resident in  various  parts
of Vadamaradchy FEast as
displaced persons.

The TRO also supplied
kerosene and soap to refug-

ces from outside who are
resident in refugee camps in
Vadamaradchy East sirce the

outbreak of the current war.
The supplies were made in
mid August this year.

Seli Employment Scheme for Refugees

Toe Maruthankerni Branch
of the TRO has so far
provided financial assistance
to the tune of Rs. 156,000/-
under its self-Employment
Scheme to 94 families now
resident in Vadamaradchy
East from outside consequent
to Army operations last year.

The recipients of this
fipancial  assistance have
cmbarked on petty trade,

Musings...

(Continued from Page 4)
water and irrigation purposes
will be at the top of scale of
priorities. The Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu should demand
an amendment of the Cons-
titution to lay down where
river waters are  scarce,
particularly in respect of
the rivers flowing through
different  States that only
surplus water could be used
for purposes other than
drinking water requirements

and irrigation  purposes.
Similarly she should demand
the restoration of Kachchativu

and proceed to construct a
well equipped fisherics harb-
our at Kachchativu.

In respect of these demands
she would get the fuller

support of every ctizen of
Tamil Nadu. No politica]
party of Tamil Nadu would
darc oppose these demands.
In fact she spould demand
that Congress mombe-s do
resign their seats unless they
support these demands and
contest afresh their seats.
This is a unique opportuaity
because the demands are
based on first pricciples.

"by one goal in the

small-scale home industries
and fishing. The TRO prop-
oses to extend this Scheme
to provide self-employment:

assistance to the other ref-
ugees als~ in stages.

SPORTS
NEWS
CRICKET
Manipay Parish  beat

Centralites (Chocs.) by 37
runs to become champions
in the 50 over Cricket
Tournament organised by the
Contralites.

It was fine team-work by
the Manipay Parish = with
Bon Filius and Nithiyarajah
at the helin. Centralites were
all at sea against  good
bowliog by Nithiyarajah, It
was the first ever 50 Cver
Competition to be organised
by any Club in Jaffoa.

SOCCER
St. Mary’s Navanthurai
beat St. Anthony’s Passaiyoor

match
played at the latter’s grounds
with the goal coming in the
sccond haif, :

Vijaya Kumag
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THE KITTU AFFAIR

Repb_rts from London state that Mr. Kittu (Satha-
sivam Krishnakumar), one of the top leaders of the
Liberation Tigers ot Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has left the

United Kingdom. There is no information about his

present >'whereabouts.

" Thé :'_Ki'ttu affair arose as a result of the Britis_h
covernment declining to extend the validity of his
stay - visa' in that country.

The British government’s decision not to extend
Mr. Kittu’s visa raises some important questions.

It-is stressed that Mr. Kittu obtained his visa to
UK for medical treatment. What is not even mentioned

is the fact that Mr. Kittu obtained his visa before
the war between the LTTE and the Government of

Sri Lanka broke out. The two parties were negotiat-
ing at that time.
Admittedly, Mr. Kittu is a senior leader of the

LTTE. The UK Government’s refusal to extend Mr.
Kittu’s visa has to be regarded as an attempt to

‘hand over a warring party to his enemy. The need
for Mr. Kittu not to be caught in the hands of the

murderous Sinhala Government should be explicit to
all. It is beyond comprehension how the UK govern-
ment c¢ould not understand this.

It is nota case of legal quibbling or discussing
legal niceties and subtleties. It is a case of making
a political decision.

During the time of the war between the LTTE
and the Indian Army, the Indian government arranged
to release Mr. Kittu and some others of the LTTE,
who were in Tamil Nadu in India, at Jaffna without
reference to the government of Sri Lanka. Britain has
not ;,;i-hosén to take similar action either.

The plight of Tamil Eeclam and its people is
solely due to British bungling. No less a person than
Lord Soulbury himself, who recommended a constitu-
tional set-up for Ceylon on which basis Dominion
Status was later granted, had stated that had he had
the knowledg: and experience which he later gained,
he would have made *other recommendations.”

In 1972 the Sinhala government made a unilateral
decision to overthrow the British - made constitution
despite the opposition of Tamil Eelam. Ceylon became
Sri Lanka but with the Tamils opposing the Smhqla
coup.- Britain did not come forward to discharge its
responsibilities towards its Eelam Tamil subjects.

The first Colonial Secretary to Ceylon, Sir. Hugh
Cleghorn, explicitly told his Home Government in
1799 that the possession of the Island was divided
betwgen two peoples differing from other in language,

religion, culture and customs and occupying divided

territories.

“The Treaty of Amiens by which the Island of
Ceylon. was ceded as a British Crown Colony, had
attached to it the Arrow Smith map which clearly defined
Tamil-Eelam, Sinhala Rata and the Kandyan Kingdom.
The British, when they decided to quit the Island,
shouid have restored to the different peoples their
different territories. lnstead they left the Eelam Tamils

to the tender mercies of the Sinhalese because of their
own iack of ‘*knowledge and experience.”

Not only Mr. Kittu, there are thousands of
other Eelam- Tamils in the U. K.-most of them
secking refugee status there. The problem would not
have arisen at all, had Britain acted with foresight
in the forties and restored the uifferent states in the
‘Island as it found to have existed in the Island
before tho advent of Western Imperialism.

It is unfortunate that the Government of the UK
instead of making amends for its earlier faults, should
continue to commit further mistakes- which are foul
deeds, as far as Eelam Tamils are concerned, '

The decision of the UK government to ask Mr,
Kittu to leave Britain invites condemnation by Eelam
Tamils. Eelam Tamils have no reason to runto UK,
if the lost Eelam Tamil state, is restored. Till then
the Tamils have right to expect protection from Britain.

It is hoped that Britain would at least now-having
witnessed the death and destruction which inevitably
_have resuited from its rule over the Island - realize
her responsibility and take suitable steps to support
the Eelam Tamil Cause.

Aerial Dombardment—Reliel Organization

Office and Stores Completely Damaged

Refugees problem mounting in Vadamaradchy East

The Vadamaradchy East
Branch office of the Tamils
Rehabilitation  Organization
(TRO) and its Stores both
situated at Thalayady were
completely damaged as a
result of home-made barrel
bombs being thrown on them
on the 19th of July at the

time of the peak military
operations in the area
undertaken to relieve the

Sinhala Army at Elephant
Pass. The TRO has sustained
severe loss of property.

The office of the TRO is
now functioning from Nagar-

coil because relief and
rehabilitation in the area

have become further accent-
uated by the recent war
there.

It is reported that the en-
tirety of the population from
Chundikulam to Maruthan-
kerni covering a distance of
30 km in length - have been
displaced from their homes
after the recent military
Operations undertaken by the
Government in this area.

Seventy  percent
displaced persons are living
as refugees in the villages
between Chempianpattu and
Manalkadu. There are no
big common  buildings to
enable these families to be
accomodated. Already there

are refugees from Vetrilaik-
erni and Elephant Pass areas

also in these villages. In
addition there are other

refugees from outside who

of the

came into the area after

the war broke out last year.
The refugee problem has

become acute, Refugees are
just living under tree shades.
Food and sanitary problems
have arisen. ‘

The Maruthankerni Hos-
pital and Mulliyan Dispens-
aries have ceased to function
after the recent military
operations.  There is only
one dispensary at Ampan.

This is grossly inadequate
to give medical attention to
the refugees living half-fed
and under insanitary condit-
ions. The problem is likely
to be aggravated with the
monsoonal  rains expected
shortly.

Premadasa’s Predicament

President Premadasa virtu-
ally received a bolt from the
blues when Speaker, Mr. M.
H. Mohamed broke the news
of an impeachment motion
presented to him by a maj-
ority of Opposition MPS and
a substantial number of UNP
MPs against the President.

Since then, hectic activity
has begun on both sides of
the divide. Some MPs seem
to be on the fence or more
correctly giving a long rope
to both sides. This is clearly
visible by the claims made
by both sides that each will
become the ultimate victor.

In this process, interesting
allegations are being made.
Lalith  Athulathmudali is
reported to have blamed
President Premadasa  for
allegedly giving arms to the
LTTE to fight the Indian
Army. This is a clever counter
propaganda by the Lalith
group to meet the allegation
that India is behind the dest-
abilization efforts in Colombo
Lalith group hopes to achieve
two things from this line of
propaganda - alienate mass
Sinhala support for President

Premadasa and also acquire.

support and sympathy for
their group from India.

The old fox, J. R. Jayew-
ardene, appears to play his
cards well - this time too.
Both groups seem to leave

him alone. But the eulogies

heaped on him by the Lalith
group - despite their vow to
tnock the Executive Presiden-
tial System out - and Prema-
dasa group saying nothing
about him but praising- the
Presidential Form of govern-
ment must be keeping the
old fox quite at ease.-oneside

praising him personally but
condemning his system - the
other group praising his
system of government but
saying  nothing personally
about him - a funny situation
indeed!

Premadasa has said that
if necessary, a referendum
could be had on the question
of the office of Executive
President. Does it exhibit a
weakness or cunningness?

Lalith has called for a
secret ballct. Why? Weakness
combined with cuningness?

In the meantime, President
Premadasa has said that the
move against him has been
engineered by the ‘‘elite
upper class’” which apparently
appears to carry conviction
with the people because the
Lalith group formed part and
parcel of the subservient
parliamentary  pro-Jayewar-
dene group who ushered in

the Executive Presidential
System of Government and
as Mr. Ranil Wickrema-
singhe has said Lalith
did not so much as even
open his mouth until now.
against the Executive Presi-'
dential form of Government..
Mr. Lali*th Athulathmudali’s
call for secret ballot. has
been rejected by Premadasa’s
side. Mr. Lalith Athulath-
mudali’s statement that his
group wouid win in the event
of a secret ballot, seems to
be more an acknowledgment
of ultimate defeat for his side.

In the meantime, Presi-
dent Premadasa appears to
have won for him the support
of the Buddhist clergy -.a
formidable power bastion in
Sinhala Rata. He seems - to
rely on them heavily, refusing
to learn from the history of :
the late Mr. Bandaranaike’s
position in the fifties.

- ANANDAN -

Month of

The month of September
1s a high'y celebrated month
amongst Tamils. It was during
the month of September that
great thinkers and renaissance
leaders like Periyar E. V.
Ramasamy and C. N. Anna-
durai were born.

Similarly great sons of
Tamil Nadu, Poet Subra-
mania Bharathiyar and Thiru-
V. Kalyanasunthara Mudali-
yar departed from this world
in the month ‘of September,
having imprinted their great
influence in Tamilian society.

For its part Tamil Eelam
also regards the month of

September

September with great vener-
ation. It was during the .
month of September that
Dileepan laid his life ' by
taking a fast unto death in
the cause of Tamil Eelam
and one of the pioneers of
the Tamil Liberation move-
ment, the late Mr. C. Vanni-

asingam also died in Sept-
ember. :
Finally it was in Sep- :

tember that Jaffna Fort built
originally by the Portuguese '
and remained a foreign bast -
‘jon for four centuries fell
at the onslaught of Tamil
Liberation fighters.
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