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shortly.

The Independent Group :whic‘h won the
Elections held in 1989/and | whose members
after the outbreak of the |war
nominated six persons to fill the vanancies in Parlia-
ment. Further six persons are expected to bs nominated

SIX NEW TAMIL MP’s

Geueral
resigned

in June, 1990, has

ADY FOR

BANINGRUL TILKS

«We have always Ftated that we will consider any peaceful

solution which will

ensure our identity as a |separate pation with a distintt territorial habitat and self-govem-
ment’’, said Dr. Anton B?alasmgam of the LTTE addressing a mammoth meeting at Nallur

on Thursday, September

26th 1991 to commemorate the 4th anaiversary of the passing

away of Thllee&an, the former LTTE Political Head of Jaffna, after a fast unto death

which he wunder

the Rajw Gandhi - Jayewardene Accord.

A two w eek c mmemoratlon |

celebration came to an end |
on the 26th evening with a
mass meetmg preceded ya |
_ token fast by the public |
~foL three days;

Contmumg Dr%“ Balasvngam
said [that | the] LTTE has |
never| been opposed  to talks |

to resolve |the ’COﬂfllCt bet- -

.ween | the Sinhalese and
- . Tamils. However, he said that
fundamentally the LTTE and
the |Sinhalese, government
held diffe rent 1ews on ithe
_questﬁon )\ll Slphala govern-
“meats desire to perpetuate
" @ unitary 'system of govern-
“ment | which would inevitably
make the Sinhalese the 1er-
manent rulers of the whole
-Island and Tamils the per-
maneptly ruled people
in their tradltlonal homeland.

| up

en |

‘““Mr. Thondaman | has
' again written | to us giving
| certain proposals to end the|
|war and reach a solution.|
' We | have | informed| Mr.
Thondaman that meamngful
| negotiations cannot | be

ok in 1987, When the Indian Forces were in Tamil Eelam territory under

conducted by correspondence
but that it canonly be done
by| personal talks. We have

invited him to come to Jaffna
to discuss matters.”

Dr. Balasingam | continuing
said: ‘““Right at the moment

Analaitiva Rozoded

Over thousand soldieifs of
the Sri Lankan Army rounded
the small Island| of

| Analaitiva  off Jaffna| on

| Monday the 23rd, Scpteniber
;1991 It is learnt that | the|
| soldiers ordered all mmates

| of the Island out of their
houses and marched them to
| the jetty at Analaitivu. There
'the people were detained for
hours.

While 'the people were
detained near the jeity,| the

- Property looted

soldiers went round inside
tae houses for search. Several
hours later people were all-
owed to return to their homes.

It is learnt that several
people who went! back to
their houses, found lots of
their belongings [looted. 1t
is also learnt that arrange-
ments are being made te
make complaints to the Army
through the Citizens’ commi-
ttee about the theft and loot.
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' ‘ Sri Lanka Red Cross Society
%, ‘ | yNorthern Disuricts.

' SELF SUFFICIENCY

= Dr. Anton Balasingam

' |
there is a conflict in Colombo-
The principal actors invloved
in the drama are Presidént
Premadasa who has | caused
severe damace  to | Tamil
Eelam and is even | at the
moment continuing |a war;
Mr. Lalith | Athulathmudali
who had been State Defence
Minister for a long number
of years and caused the
death lof 25.000 Tamils. He

had also been responsible
for the death of Kumarappah,
Pulenthiran and other ten
leaders of the LTYTE. Ths
third actor in the drama is

Mr. Gamini Dissanayake who
was responsiible  for the

burning of the Jaffna Public
Library and town. India is

behind the politica! crisis in
polombo.”

Tamil youth Shot Dead by
Sri - Lankan Army

A Tamil youth 'named
Ratnam Arasaratnam aged
21 years, was shot dead by
the Sri Lankan Army on
Wednesday, September 25,
1991.

' This happened in between
the villages of Kaluwanch-
ikudy and Kaluthawalai in
the Batticaloa Distritt,

while the Army was proceeding
from  Kaluwanchikudy to
Kaluthawalal

It is aiso learnt that the
Sri | Lankan Army also
arrested two other persons
the same day. They are
Kannadasan Thiyagarajah
and Kanthiah Uthayakumar.
Their fates are not known.

Damages to Eastern university-

Rs. 290,000/

The Eastern University | at
Vantharamoolai in Batticaloe
district has sustained dam-
ages to the tune  of Rs.
290,000/- after the |current
war broek out in June last
year. The damages sustained
by the University had been
a direct consequence of the
war. |

It is further learnt that
the Ministry of Higher
Education is not willing to
repair the damages,

Students who got admiss
ion to this University, it is
learnt, are having themselves
enrolled in other Universit-
ies in view of the situation
in Batticaloa .and the lack
of facilities in the Eastern
University.

Indian Gov amment

A 1 refused entry to India

AN Al delegation, scheduled to leave Jor
India on 3 July. was not granted entry visas
by the Indian Government-
informed Al on 3 July that the request for
visas was still under | consideration and that a
decision would be veached by 15 July. Asof
22 July, there was still no response from the

In a letter pf 23 April to the Foreign
Secretary, Muchkund Duoey. Al had proposed
that a| delegation visit three southern states:
Maharashtra, TAMIL NADU and Andra Pra-
desh. On |1 June AI further specified that
a three member delegation proposed 1o vsit
southeyn India  from 3to 23 July. A Japanese
memiey of the Al delegation was wnatrally
granted a visa on 2) June but his visa was
withdrawn a few days later,

From Al - News iett:r - Septamber 1991

The Government
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"Irend of Educatlon at Schools

- Education means the un-
. folding a'd development of
It |is
divided into three  fields.
They are Iatellec'ual, Moral
and Physical. The aboye three
t.f:clds of education should
be taught aot only in schools-
colleg:s and uaniversities but
at homes also. This is what
the people expect. In thc
early part of the twenticth
ceatury, we had such educa-
tional trend at schools but
nowadays it seems xmpossi-
ble to see such a lltuatx¢n
at schools. | ‘ i
The;present trend of educ-
ation is studying and passing
examinations only. It is im-
: pqrfect. Iti 1s true that tlm,
place  and cucumstandes
Change the trend lof cdlucatwn
at scho Is, but'we, the schdol
gaing children must change
ourselves consldcrpbly to reaph

‘he aim pnd standard of
education.| _
| Everyone of us should

krow the value of education.
This means that eudcation
widens the mind, develops
the intellectual faculties and
uilds the characier. More-
ver, | if We want to achieve

uccess in| ht‘e.‘ we
pcqulre tqam | of honesty,

trutbﬁulnesf patgenco ‘ard per-
severance. We have no such
type of educational system at
schools nowadays The mind
{of children, youths & adults

seeks nothing at present. and
we see confusion and chaos
everywhere. Why? | Because
of the improper and imper-
fect aducational system which
- we have at schooll‘ now.

I hope that the present
trend of educational system
will be changed soon and

we will gain knowledge and .

progress in future.
" K. Jeyaraj
. Year 9
Jaffna Hindu College,
Jaffna
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Cputnbutlonl ftom <tudmts

| on the problems confrenting

should |

them are welcome,
i Editor.

LIQUID CASH

I write this letter through
your journal to catch' the|
eye |of the Bank | officials.

In these difficult days when

'people -are suffering under
' an economic blockade @ and

the | bere necessitics = are

 extremely costly and earnings
'are reduced or are comple-

| tely at nought, it is very ne-

| cessary
| have sufficient liquid cash to |
| paytheir customers. The Bank
' requir liquid cash to make
| payment of salaries, pensiong

that  Banks should

etc.as well as to honour their
contractual obligations with
their customers. The non-

‘avaifability of liquid cash in

!Banks has brought|
institutions in the North to.

banking

a pmable sxtuatlon

The Bank cfiiciETs  ate
unabie |to meet the demands
of the Banks® costomers. It
is the duty of the Banks’
officials to press their pringc-
ipals in Colombo to provide

them sufficient hquxd cash
and itis equally the respons-
ibility of the Head offices of
the Banks in Colombo to send
to their sub-offices the neces-
sary liquid cash to ' enable
these offices to carry out
their functions effectively.

S. Jayarataam
Chavakachcheri |

Editor| of Hindu and

article was: '‘Federalism
‘Tae Hindu* Editor”’,

two terms:

India Does Yot Respect Federalism

A five - column (balf page) article in
of 27.8. 91 carried an interview with Mr.
Frontline,
Slvakumaran had interviewed Mr. Ram:

is unacceptable in India, says

I read with' interest what Mr.
cially ia relation to the unacceptability
Federalism and found in lthe whol
the followmg statements in relat:on to the subject:-

“Federalism| in not respectéd inl India

The Congress (I) has violated!

rights of federal states 96 |times,

Karunanidhi government was a political fraud®

I cann>t understand how npt respecting’ and ‘“‘unacc-
eptability* can be synonyms. Perhaps I am not
editor licensed to give mischievous twists

‘not respecnng an
derstand the two words as carty

‘The Island’
'N. Ram,
‘Mr. K. S.

The title of the

Madras.

Ram had| said espe-

in India of
¢ five columns ony

the censtitutional
The di'mssal of

an
to equate the
‘unaceptable’ and un-
ing the same meaning.

= Anandan -

No Motivé

— Several

. Rajiy - Gandhi pe;Suaded
_the Care-taker Prime Minister
of Iadia, Mr Chandrasek$
. to let the | LTIE resume
sending wounded guerillas to
Tamil Nadu for mcd.éal
treatment, = | '

LTTE’s pohtlcal ofﬁce lin
London, mll along, | lssurd
repeated denials of any

..responubxhty in | the nssaﬁl-
ination' of | the! Ex- Prime
Miaister, |Rajiv Gandm
adding a cryptic promise that

“proof of the group’s mnocenpe
‘would soon| apptar [ :

In Indu too several crednble

. sources msls(ed 'that LTIE
“had _every | reason not 3;0

" Xill" Rajiv’ Gandhi '

Lol

Accordlng;to tl;ose sources,
Gandhi| met| secr’m]y with |a
Tigers® represc tative n
early March and offered |a

concession to the. Tlgel;l
The same sources { stgt?d,
that ¢ after thd meetmg,

[or LTTE Klllmg Rajiv

credlble Sources in India Insist

oGaUdhl persuaded Chandras-
ekhar to let the LTTE resume

Sendmg its wounded guerillas
to Tamil Nadu for medical

i

t'reatmcnt. The Tigers, accor-
: |

~ s_s

'ding| to one source close to

the  Group ‘*were happy

‘with| the meettirg””,
‘ News Week
June 3rd 1991

Srl Lankan Army releases

10 Tamils to ICRC Team-

. 40, who isa

|

| Ten Tamils of Thaiyiddy,
Kankesantbura:, an area
pnder the Sri Lankan Army

occupatxon were handed
over oy the Sri Lankan Army

to  the ICRC Team | at
Jaffoa on Thursday. Sep-
Ecmber 19th.

| It | is to be noted that
the people of the villages in

the North where the Army |

entered during the current
war, abandoned their villages

and ran to other areas.
Some of these village arcas
;é-e in Valkamam - North,

ayts, aramagar and
certam areas in Vadamarad-

around,

Dawd and that is |
Wag:i?? ... % (Like hand: Ilg
fox ‘for safe-keepmg)

Rank Communallsm stlll
contmues in the Colombo Press

“P.S. T almost forqot to inform vyou:
all believe |in conmsultation etc, etc., I. just |
Mr. Tca Man from the | estat;es may go up North to
try and talk to the stnped ones.
won’t be. a. huge bl;ll lrdm tl;e ﬁve ;tars this time

AnyWay. we “natives ihave a saying| for such things,
"Ndnyma Kukkullu

Ryp Van Winkle in Sunday Times of I, 9. 91

Since we
heard that

there

 That

way.

Btaradunna

ov‘r the fowl-pén to the

- Ratal and | allow ths

chy East. But |all could
{not | run,  away -|especially
'those who were old - and
feeble or| sick, Earlier, too,

some people were| released
\by the Sri Lankan Army to

{the ICRC team It is learnt
;that the ten people released

‘on September 19 from
Thalyxddy, are sick persons.

The Sri- Lavrkan| Govern-

ment boasts that its security |

forces are occupying certain
'arcas and providing | security.

The |question
whom the Sri Lankan Army

lis providing | security. The
|fact | is that pcople run away
from their homes, when the
|Army is sighted. Those who
\cannot run ere held by the

Army incommuusicado frem.

'their kith and kin land after
'negotiations the Army rele-
ases| sick persons to get
|back to their kith| and kin.

In fact the ' - presence of
‘toe Sri_Lankan Army in
‘Tamil Eelam territory is not
ito provide security for | the
people. The pecple mnever

wanted any security.from the

Sri Lankan Army. In fact
the Sn Lapkan Army = is
occupylrg pockets | in Tamil
kel m for its owa | security,
if any. The Siahala Army
caa as wel: ratura 19 Stahala
puclc
to live .inm their owa vidages.

£]

.and lived as

arises as to

F‘atﬁer of Five Tortufed

and Killed

A refugee from Aliyawalaj
in the Vadamaradchy East
Division = now resxdent at
Nagarkovul has been tortured
and killed by the Sri Lanka
Army stationed at Vetrilai
kerny in the Vadamaradcny
East area.

The news received in this
connection state that Subra-
mapiam| Nageswaran, | aged
resident  of
Aliyawalai, left his village
with his - family | and was
living at Nagarkovil, | after
the Sri Lankan Army  enca-
mped at Vetrilaikerny in the
Army bid to relieve the
Elepbant Pass Sni Laokan
Army Camp. Aliyawalai ig
a village close to the Vetris
laikerny | and| the residents of
this village Ieft their homes
refugees eise-
where.

.On Friday the 20th Septs
ember, 1971, Subramaniam
Nageswaran |leit | wita  his
wite aud faiher - in = law to

his native vﬂlage of Aliyaw-
alai to see what has happened
to his house. He and his
wife aod father - ia -law were
caught by the soldiers of
the Sri Lankan [Army who
had come to Aliyawalai.

!The iSti Lankan soldiers
had later released Nageswa-
ran’s wife and father -in -law
and chased them away.

xSome people who went to
Aliyawalai = after the Sri
Lankan soldiers' had gonme
back to their camp at Vet-
rilaikerny, found the dead
bady of Nageswaran with
gun - shot injury on the head
and stab i mjunes on the body.

'Ihey carried the body ‘fo
Nagarkovil.

It is. understoed that
Nageswaran is | the father
of ftive childern.

The persons who brought
Nageswaran's body from
Ahyawalal also said that a
number of houses at Alya-
walai were fouad broken into
and robbed of all belongings.

SPORES - Crickets | | |
Centralites (Choes) Champions

Centralites | cover.d thems-

elves with glory, | when they
ousted the Snabra  Sports

Club by 5 | wckets in the
limited 40 over cricket match
final p'ayed at nokuvil Hindu
Coliege grounds |
The §corgs

Shabra 190 for 9 in 40
overs. :

Centralites | 191 | for
38.2 overs.

It was a |good start by
R :jecvan and| Mathivatharan
ta«t pwidtag wiy for that
great viciory, Gaud casirib-

5.in

utions | aiso came from
B. Ramees and Ganeshnathan
who scored 34 and 28 runs
not out respeciively. ;

For

Shabra, Bonfnllus
scored | 63 ' not out and
Elango, 58 runs - and

Sbanthikaran’s ground ficld-
ing was good with Vaithianat-

han giving a good account
behiod | the 'stumps.

Centralites won the 40 over
cricket |tinal on & gocd note,
maiutaioing |5 ru.s per over.

Vijayakama
} ¥ d



" HOT SPRINB

§ | r-:-s

F 29- 0941991

THE SOVIET
REVOLUTION | |

The revolutionary changes
that have taken place in the
Soviet Union are bound to
have -repercussions all over
the globe. The American Revo-
lution inspired the French
Revolutionaries. The French
Revolution inspired the whole
of Europe and the Russian
Revolution of 1917 made its
influence felt all over the
globe. Similarly the Russian
Revolution of 1991 will also
influence thinking all over
the world.

Far - reaching ehang,e:. in
any country, vrrutall y amout-
mg to. a topsy - turwy situ-
ation, wherein the old order
is completely changed yield-
ing place to a new situation
and valuss, are the reéult of
change in the mmds ;of the
people based on experience
and philosophy which haye
found the old order unsuit-
able. Willy - nilly it therefore
leaves its imprint on the
minds of the peoples, I

What message does the
recent  Russian  Revolution
carry to the world? Western
democracies say that it marks
the failure of sodialisrﬁ. Iam
inclined not to agree. Aren’t
there socialists in the Western
democracies? Does not Bri-
tain have her own socialists?
Isn’t Socialism the creed of

—

e Labour Pariy? Who | is
tie Head of |the French
State?  Isn’'t |the | French
President a convinced socia-
list? And what about Ame-
rica itself? Do not the demo-
crats differ from their Repu-
bihcan opponents in regard
to social thinking? America
l$ rich in her resources and
therefoxe austerity is not
sbmethmg that they very much
need to give each and every
one a fecent living. Socialism,
pterhaps is necessary to bring
in ecjual distribution |of
uealth so | that exploitation
af man by, man is thwarted
and everyone is given his
due for labour. Even!in
Western: democracies we have
social welfare legislation pro-
hibiting exploitation. It is not
that democracy = means that
everyone has | democratic
r'jghts to exploit the paor

the weaker sections of

v thy
313 people.

| The Soviet Union despite
its adherence to Marxism was
not really going the way in
\thrch Marx thought that
ssocralxsm would ultimately
dnd Marx thought that soci-
alism would triumph in the
industrialized countries. On
iﬁls thinking Marxist

cialism  should  have

first blossomed in Britain
which, was then the most

industrialized country; but
1t din’t. And | | contrary | to

Marx s thinkiag, his socialism

found place in Russia which
was relatively | poor, back-
ward and largely agrarian.

Marx thought that socialism

would lead to the ultimate

withering laway of the S_tate

But in fact after the Marxist- |

Socialist Revolution in 1917
in Russia, we found ithat
instead of the State withering
away, the Russian State was
booming /into | an! Empi re.

Even as ;late:as 1942,
Soviet | Union  annexed

Baltic States and made part
of the Soviet Union, It was,

therefore, not a case of withe- |
and |
and |
'On the other |

ring away| of the Stat=
people remaining frec
independent.
hand, it was a case of con-
solidating State poWer

Perhaps it may be dedu-
ced that the Russian uphea-

val tells the peoples all over |

the world
believes

that humanity

and
is this

economically
content. 1t

ttopsy - turvey the communist
Rule in the Soviet Union.

Clede B

{

It is a great achicvement

of Mr. Gorbachev ' that he |
appreciated the human surge

for freedom in the Soviet
Union. This is well illustr-

aated by | the recognition of
in(lependence of  the |

the

{ the |

in being |free jand |
independent as much as being |
socially |
human |
trait that| has helped to turn |

lf; ;

lBaltic States by the Sovret
| Union.§The three Baltic States

' of | Latvia,

Lithuania and
Estoma which  were until
recently part| of the Soviet

' Union - which formed part

of the territory of the Soviet

' Unjon - have now become
. mdépendent states and very

soon they will find their
seats in the |United Nation
as "well

But this is not all. Even
Russra the Russian Republic
wrthm the Union - opted to
be | mdependent despite the
tact that it was the leading
Republrc within the Union,

Stalin’s Georgla Byelorussia
and a number of other Re-
pubhcs wanted to be totally
mdependent and Mr. Gorba-
chev, realmnc, the trend,
agreed that all may be in+
dependent and proposed a
new union where anyone of
the| Soviet Republics may

chqose to join, if they so
wished. 'What was once the
mrghty Russian Empire would
hereafter be ja very loose
Union of fully independent
states which have wished tg
join Union. 1t may be like
the/ European Economic Comw
mumty

go the Sovret Revolutron
of 11991 does not in my view
replresent a farlure of social-
ism or the triumph of capi-
talism. It is @ case of hu-
manity asserting its freedom
and independence both at
th& national )and economic
level ‘

The success of the Soviet
peoples wiil have tremendous
imi)act all over the world.

It s already begnmnmg to
be, seen. | w

l
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YUGO - SLAVIA

Jn Yugo;hlawa battle is
raging. Right at the moment
the battle is between Croatia
and the Federal Republic
with Slovenes | and other
ethmc groups too, wanting
freedom If the Yugoslav
Federal leaders ’ failed "to
learn from Mr. Gorbachev,
thpy would only be destroy.
ing the several peoples there
temporarrly but ;uot retain a
conglomerate State for a.l
time. This is the message of
the times enunciated by the
most powerful | country in
the world - which was only
set:ond to the USA in termg
of‘ might and power;

l
Ll

INDIA |
The Russlan Revolution
of 1991 has sent a ' shiver

through the bones of many
new empires and India stands -
fo@‘emost amongst | these
tremblmg states. India is a
swb contrnent weldm% toget-,
her many peoples  and
cultures An Indlan - consc-

iousness was bullt up by
Mahatma Gandln and other
great sons| of the | Indian
Iﬂdependenee Movement. But
the successors to these great

n who were able to win
the reins of power in the
name and fame of the great
freedom fighters forgot the
great ideals of their' foreb-
ears. India unfortunately
el}nered the race to be a big

(Cominu,ed on Page 3)

The respected 1ournallst. Wllham Safire wntmg in the Internatlonal

Herald T nbune of July 9 comments:

A Teal for self determination has replaued the drive for

empire ﬂS (he spirit of the age |

|

|

Mlkharl Gorbabhev has it
almost right: The breakup
of Yugoslavua is a portent
of the. drssolutlon now inexo-
rably under way in the Soviet
Union. But his warnrng should
not be. directed 'at patriots
who want to breakfree; it
should be sent to tyrants who
would enforce with guns the
crumblmg _pretensions  of
1mper1alrsm > |

The r‘ouglomeratlon of dis-
tinctly different peoples call-
ed Yogoslavia will break up
peaceably or bloodlly, next
week or next year. Serbia is
no longer in charge; 'time is
on the side . of ummpeded
,natronallsm -

The glue| of Communist
dictatorship has hardened and
cracked, and no outside
threat forces the parts to-
gether. A zeal for self-deter-

,mmatlon has replaced

the
drive for empire as the splrrt
of the age.

Mr. Gorbachev, whose sym-
ol is a weather vane, surely
ees this march towards dis-
union. The assertion of nat-
fonal identity of the fong -
suppressed’ Slovenians  was
ccompanied by two other
srgns of the times: |

’

| Last week, the Warsaw Pact-
Moscows grand alliance/ ‘of
puppet regimes and satellitcs-
formally dissolved ltself.

' And last week the Kremlin
learned of the end of | its
own enforced political -unity ,

a8 Alexandei’ Yakovlev and

Eduard Shevardnadze, archi-
jects of perestroika, joined

with the reformist mayors of
Moscow and Leningrad| to
let it be known that a fresh
polmqal party will soon com-
l
f

l

pete w1th‘ the Selerotrc Com-:

munists. l
Think fof that: Yugoslavia
breaks apart.| the Warsaw

Pact dissolves and the Soviet
one - party system gets a| com-‘

' petitor - all around America’s
' Independence |

Day. Great
days for believers in one peo-

‘ ple, one | country

But an opposmg thought
intrudes. Don’t Americans,

of all peoples, illustrate the

ability of peoples in different
cultures to build | a nation?
Didn’t | Americans fight a
civil war to prevent |their
own, drsumon? 5

Yes but We Americans
were unified| by a common
language |and a revolutionary
heritage; we were geographl-
cally isolated; and we annealed
our unlty by adopting a

mzhonty rule for human
freedom and against slavery.

Majority rule with indi-
vidual rights protected is the
essence of  democracy; the
notion |of a |minority |losing
and separating to set up shop
for itself would make demo-
cracy in Lincoln’s | word,
‘absurd "

But that absurdity ends
‘when individual or mmorlty
rlghts are trampled by the
maJorlty, or by a tyrannical
clique. Then
absurd to stay together.
[That is when empires, espe-
cially of different cultures,
split.

So it is necessary to react
with moral | and diplomatic
consmtency to the realign-
ment of partts of the Austr.
Hungarian Empire. The dis-
solution of Yugoslavia is the
drSsolutron of the Soviet em-~
pu'e in| microcosm.

|The ' United Saates must
not stand for siabitity and
| - * -'

it becomes °

the status quo agalust new

births of frecdom ‘On the
contrary, where individual
and ethmc, rights "sre not

respected. America maust stand
fdr self determination agaist
the power of empire.

|1t is fine to urge Serbs and
Slovenians .to resolvé their
differences |peacefully; it is
p{roper for international insti-
tutions to offer good offices
in mediation. Bat America’s
diplomats must not intervene
economically on a  central
power s behalf, or threaten
tn not rtcognlse mthdraw-
g nations, in the_ sterile
.{:me of sthbmty and order.

{  President George Bush
atarted to make that mistake
i recent ‘weeks, but them
wisely drew back: = adon’t
you - dare | message to Slo-
venia would be read a sup-
port of the' Kremlin’s domi-
nance in Georgia, Byelorussia -
Moldavia, even the Baltic
states. If the extension of
freedom with the .avoidance
of bloodshed is ‘Washlngton 5
alm, it should ' be ‘creative;
American |diplomats should
stop mumbling vaguely about
i*lyose confederacion’’ and

Com;t'nued on Page 4}
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Demlhtdrlsatlon the Key to Devel()pment

Panama is currently debat-
ing the constitutional future
of the' republic, and this
represents an historical opp-
ortunity that many of the
country’s citizens | believe
should not be missed: the
disbanding of the armtd
forccs !

As a cmzen of Costa cha,
which disbanded. its army in
1948, 1 can offer tangrb]e
proof of the benefits and
dividends offered by the peace
that our country has enjoyed
in ‘the decades since - that
decision was taken.

1 believe that the vast
majority of Papamanians are
now 4about to approve a
constitutional ruling prohibi-
ting the existence of an army
and amending existing rules
that in one way or another
confer political agenda-making
power on the military

" This would mean the brrth
of a demilitarised zone in
the extreme south of Central
America and would reflect
the interests of the inhabit-
ants of the ' region.

We know from personal
cxpcrrence the danger that
democracy, peace and Justlcc
face in a country surrounded
by neighbours in which dic-
tatorshtp, violence and mJu-
stice . are the rule.

It lS clear that el lmmatlon
of the ‘army alone s not
suffrcrent to solve all the
problems related to the insti-
tutionalisation of democracy
and the construction of a
‘more just  society. But, in
“many Third World countries a
‘similar decision would remove
one of the biggest obstacles
to democratisation, and would
allow the people to enjoy
their sovereignty in a climate
of responsibility and security.

Panama included,

1
i

Puttmg an | end| to thc
lnterferen.e of the armed
forces in civilian life is suffi-
ment reason for a nation to
resort to the guarantees pro-
V1ded by linterpational |law
and ehmmatc the institution
of the army.

Another no less mlportant
reason is that this would do
away with the | costly spend-
ing mvo]ved in maintaining
military  |contingents  and
arsenals that stunts a nation’s
development potential. The
countries of Latin Ameirca
and the whole of the Third
World possess an unexplored

| their poverty,
| of money most Third World
| countries|

There is no getting away
from the fact that, despite
the amount

spend on their
military |budgets represents

lan act of aggression against
' the

well - being | of |their
peoples. United Nations studies
show that numerous Latin
American, African and Asian
governments invest, more in
the military sector than in|
the education and health
sectors together.

In recent years, many of
these countries have embar-|
ked on structural adjustment

By
Oscar Arijas Sanchez

ex-Pre"sident of Costa Rica

source of wcalth demilitari-
sation.

| An | immediate result of the
unilateral disarmament procl-
aimed by Costa Rica in 1948
has been an annual peace

dividend that, in 1987, stood
at over US dollars 100 milfion.

' In  the | same year, the
government bodies that con-

trol the various police bodies
(gover;nmeqt ministries and

Costa. Rican eight| doliars
and a handful of cents. For

the rest of Central America,
the cost

L of military
almost US

per inhabitant
institutions was
dollars 50.

To understand the relative
value of these figures, it is
worth pointing out that Costa
Rica’s exports rose in 1990

to US dollars 1. 65 billion |

while per person income stood
at US dollars :],900.

programmies that involve huge
social sacrifices, most visibly
demonstrated by a deterior-
ation in 'the attention paid
to heaith and education.
Only rarely do military| in-
stitutions | accept comparable
restrictions.

What has taken place in|
Costa Rica has a material,
countable value which helps
explain @ number of | the!

outstanding achievements of |

, °S and ithe country in the fields of |
public security) cost each !

health, education electricity |
supply. supply of drinking
water and construction of
public housing.

At the| same time,  one
has to recognise the other

\incalculable value represented |

by a political structure that
incorporates institutional |
stability and a respect| for
human rights that underpins

|democratic progress.

It could be argued that,

‘at the global level, the disa-

rmament of Panama, Costa

Rica, and even of the whole
of Central America would
have a completely insignifi-
cant impact. But its  value
as an example is| immeasu-
arble. ‘

On a global Iscale, the
problems of misery, ignorance,
illness | and, environmenial
decay are piling up at the
same time as humanity czn-
tinues squandering astrono-
mical sums ' of money in
building up another equally
monstrous accumulation of
arsenals of couventional, che-
mical, biological and nuclear
weapons. Most of the respo-
nsibility, for this inhuman
waste lies with theindus tri-
alised nations and, above all,
with the major powers.

It might be argued that
only the industrialised nations,
those most actively involved
in the arms race, can take
decisive | steps towards demi-
litarisation, that only they
can generate a considerable
saving of resources through
the dismantling of the military
that they have the possibility
of ' accumulating abundant
peace dividends.

Those of us| who have
sounded the warning over

armaments know one thing
for sure. Most of the wealth
that would | be sufficient for
doing away with misery,
restoring the |environment
and develeping K nature for
the benefit of humanity is

concentrated in the most
militarised societies of the.
world. :
The ideal would be a

concerted, simultaneous pro-
cess of disarmament in all
nations. Within this process,
the heaviest responsiblity
would fall on the big, rich,
super-militarised nations that
have the duty of redistri-
buting their wealth to close
the misery gap that separates
them from the poorest coun-
tries.

This said, however, if the
small countries of Central
America can give an example,
we should rush to help them.

Courtesy : Third World
Network Features.

A Zeal...

(Continuation from Page 3)

propose  serious global talks
on semi - sovereigaty.

The idea could be a transi-
tion to separate nationhood,
or to free association in a
commonwealth, or to con-
federation that might lead to
eventual, uncoerced reunion.

We can enforce semi-sover-
eignty in Iraqi Kurdistan; we
can suggest it from Quebec
to Northern Ireland, Tibet

to, Puerto Rico; we can urge
it in Tsrael’s West Bank,
where it goes by the name
of autonomy.

Not the Baltics; they are
independent, though captive.
But throughout the disinte-
grating Soviet empire, Ame-
rica should support semi-
sovereignty as a form of trfai
separation - thus breaking up
the dangerous monolith with-
out breaking out the | nukes.

Courtesy:

The {New York Times

1

s“hea

For' your own sake,
They -are wide awake
With arms in hands,
And red in eyes |

Thus paving the way

Al e the Fray

Mother O dear, Mother O dear, |
o tear, Shed mo tear,
Why ‘all this tear and fear?
Wha}t your childyen dear are here.

| Prowling down the lanes and streets.
| Looksng out for the sly beasts.

We are all now in the fray,

| To drive these beasts of prey

That plague you to this day,

'And to make you happy and gay,
‘See the dark clouds melting away,

For the sun hztherto hidden,
To come out and brighten
{ This traditional homeland of ours,
Darkened by savages for| years. |

~ Crito

| ional
113.9.91 at his conference
| room to discuss the problems
| of payment of pensions, in
| view of the recent instruct-
| ions given to the Bankers
| in the
' Head Quarters in the South.

{ Pensioners, that under

The Government Agent
Jaffna District Mr. K. Minak-

avasagar met the Represent-

atives of the Federation of
Northern Pensioners Associat-

jons and| the Bankers of the
Bank of | Ceylon, Peoples
Bank and the Hatton Nat-

Bank Jaffna | on

North  from their

Mr. Manikavasagar, G. A.

| JD. while expressing his deep
{ concern lover | this

matter,
Federation of
any
circumstance the pensions for
the months of August and

assured the

Federation of Pensioners
Meet Govt. Agent and Bank Officials

Septembér would be paid as
in the past.

Mr. C. V. K. Sivagnanam,
President of the Federation,
pointed 'out not only the need
to make payment of pensions
on due dates as payable to
officers in service but also
“at 'their respective banks as
most of the pensioners are
old and infirm and that they
cannot be asked to go from
pillar to post to draw their
monthly pensions.

The Area Managers and
the Managers of the Bank of
Ceylon, Peoples Bank and

the Hatton National  Bank
Jaffna and Mr. S. Sivapalan
Chief Accountant and his

staff expressed their | ready
co - operation in this matter.

The General Secretary of
the Federation of Pensioers

Mr. P. S. Thiruchelvam
thanked the G.A. and the
Bankers for their prompt
action taken and requested
that the pension department

work be decentralised early
in Jatfna as has already been
done in other |districts of
Sri Lanka to avoid undue
delays in pension matters.

Mr. | Thiruchelvam  further
stated that the Ex-Co meetin;
of the said Federatibn will
be held ‘at the ' Jatfna
Y. M. C.'A. hall shortly
and requested the represent-
atives of over ten affliated
Pensioners = Associations to
attend as there will be very
important matters concerning
the pensioners discussed in
view of the recent political
dcvelopments in |the country,

- P.S. THIRUCHELVAM
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lla;w ﬂamlhl ~ Jayewardcnw Aomrd wuuld lca tos
,Nﬂl' thEﬂSt — Lettcr jto Mr.

‘Mr. S, Alagaratnam of Urumpirai has sent a letter to
S. Thond :man saying that if it was his view that Rajiv

Mr.|

"Gandhi - Jayewardene Accord had given every hing short of
Eelam to the Tamils, then it is best he kept avhv from the

rule of mediator, h: has announced for himself. | { Mr.
aratnam thas pomted out ia his

Alag-

letter that the - Accord

would have achieved the chargs of demographic| pattern of
the !Northeast  in 25 years time making this area a Siohala

mw]qnty area by a process of state-aided colomzatlon which

_had | been stremmusly opposed by the Tamlls

'Mr. Alagaratnam has released his letter to ‘Hot Spnng
' The | letter 1eads as foliows:-

1

Sir,

Enclossd please find a pr.ss
|cutting from the 19th issue
of Eelana:ham, a Tamil daily
pubhshcd in daffna

In your prass qterw;w to
the Indian EXpress you are

reported as saying ‘‘short of -

' Eelam, the Tamils, have got
| everything under the wa -

J. R. Accord®’-

If this is yourﬁasscgsment
of this accord, then it js best
you keep away  from this
subject, unless of course you

still fccl pleased (o see your
name appearlng in the papers.

In any case for your en-

lighteoment I am forwarding

also a copy pf a small book-

Over 10, 000 Flshcrmen rendered

jobless

Reports from  Manal
Aru and Mpllaltnvu are2s
state  that | over 10000

fishermen in the area are at
present deprived | of their

' occupation and are languis-
‘hirg in areas away from
' their homes. |

Fishermen from the villages

of Na.yaru. Alambll Chem-
: lmalov Kokkuthoduvai, Sila-

,vathar. Vadduvagal. Mullai-

tiva aud Kumulamupai are
rcported to have left their
homes and occuptaions and
are undergoing great  hard-
ships in other areas as ref-
ugees. =

It is funhcr learnt that the
fishing implqmen:: of these
people | have be&n totally
destroyed by the Sri Lankan
armed forces and the loss
caused is estlma.tcd at several
lakhs of rupees. |

Thondama,n

llet issued by the Eelam

Peoples’ Forum.

| I also wish you to read
through the 13th amendmeat
tp the constitution., Among
sgverai other  disabilities
heaped on the Eclam Tamils

is paves the way for the

: whole of the Northern Eas-

tern Provmces, barring the

’Jaffna Pemnqula becommg
ISmlmlesez mpjnnry areas
| within the ne*n 25| |years or
's0 with the land satilement
éperml ted on a NATlO\lAL
'EFHNIC| RATIO nder the
‘accord. What| was | going on
\in the Eastern Province all
| these years m} the FACE OF
;TA\lllL OPPOSITON under
' the accord Sxﬁhalese coloni-
‘zauon w:ll go | ahead legally
zsmoothly not| only
lEast but | in tPe North as

m the |

Smhahzalmn 0f

well. And !after fmishmg
with us, they will ‘turn to
you, but th#n by that| time
you will b2 dead ard gone.
This you w1ll not| m'nd but
it is not the| cace with the
LTTE. They| are not | just
looking at the present, they
are lookiag for the - welfare
of their progeny as chl .

1 beg to rcmaln.

Yours most truly,
S, Alagaramam

i ]
H | |

Someumes wnh the passage
of time many apt to forget
the past. Past | is |  always
essentml and it helps usno
f{x our future. No | ma!iter
what the poiiticians | dccfy,
they are all  gelf - seckers.

'Tbey want to acquire fame

and name at any cost. Under
any rule. the poor and low-
income groups su‘fenn silence.
’qhe ri:h of the upper strata
qnd some among the mldidle
class are not the least | affeoyed
hy these setbacks. Why our
Tamlls place more 1mportance
tb educauen is that the want
to earn more | mdney by
ﬁese papet quallfrcatlo 8.
o doubt our Tamil brot
are very intelligent and clever
but some are very cubnng
and deceitful. These gualmes

|

RE¢0I.I,EC'I'IONS

becn used for | ' the welfare of
our own| brothers, Each
family is a separate| unit|and

the maxirum 'wealth land
status earped Fs ‘the mam
.cnterlon g

, The cthm..

oonfhct in| this

Island started ! in 1956? at'

§

Gal - Oya and the years
1958, 1971, 19677 1983 various
eveats took | place. These
events slowly and steadily
brought a division belween
the, two major groups in
Sri Lanka, the SmhalcsF and

( Commued on Page 6)

Some

II-

LV N‘{umb
lost thclr lwclnhood

{

| The Cpunlnl of Non governmenﬁ‘ Orgm-za-
| tions, Jalf*\a has lssued the followmg data;

I Numbcr of| dn.placed families

Numbcr oF Refugee Cambs

II[ Famll ' housed in refugee Camp 13,000
of families that have i

: Thcse ﬁgures are | m respect of the JaffnalDistnct Only.

Data |

------

144 456

| 1 l ]

|

¥ ]

PANQRAMA....

(Commuation from Page 2)

powor and desmte all talks

‘of socalsm and democracy
'is bent on E‘mplre-bu'ldmg.
| This tendency bas brought
'India into  difficulties and
‘we see India |graopling with
a host of problems in
Kasllmir,, Pnnjab and Assam.

Nor is thelIndvian establ-

to
suspect

 ishment’s fear confined
'these States. | They

'llmllar freedom moven ents

in other parts of India
Initially, this fear \was only
'pretended' at ome time. It

'was pretended to thwart
‘those who would not be

‘willing to obey the dictates
‘of the establishment in New
' Delhi. Now what was actu-
| ally ' pretended, seems to be
: ;developing into a real crisis.

Dxplomat Dixit of the
'Indian establlshment made a

‘blg pronouncement that India
Tami] -

.twould not support
Eelam because it cou'd lead
!to a/similar demand in Tamil
| Nadu. Neither he nor any-

body else in Ipdna answered

the question how India came

out \with its nplhtary strength '
Desh

to ‘create Bangala
|out | of East| Bengal. | If
{India f-ars maticnalism, it
could mot have helped the
birth of an independent
‘Bangla Desh | becuas: the

sam¢ spifit of nauoaalism-

] mmorlty

" orial umt

Bengali natlonalpm - could
one day lead West Bengal
to brcak away from | India
and West Bengal' and East
Bengal may form one coun-
try - Bengal. Exccpt for the
fact that the majority West
Bengalis are Hindus and the
majority of East Bengalis
are muslims, there are no
other differences between the
perples of these two States.

“1hey speak the same langu-

age and ra{:mlly they are
Bengalis. And edqch country
has a  substantial religous
of Mauslims or
Hindus ;respecuvely Histori-
cally, West pengal and East
Bcngal ihad beens one territ-
If thq growth of
nauonaljsm was ‘bad for
India, then Indna, could mot
have supported the birth of
Bangla Dosh ‘

India wanted to, control the
entnrety of tpe Island ‘of Sri
Lanka - through and with the
help of | the Tam ls but soon
made a somcrsault and glee-

. fully mouthed hcr concerns

for the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Sri Lanka,

B cause India’s hopes of
imperial domnation ia her
Southern flank were expos: d,
she has now turied out to
be the.bitterest encmy of the

goases;sed by them have Pot

Eclam Tamﬂs and has| startpd
t@e Tiger hunt. ': ;

Frdm reports agpearmg
ln papers, it looks as |if
dela 8 false cry ot the wolf
ol' Tiger has appa
tnrned out to be real and
Tamll CNadu as well as other

States |seem to oppose ibe

.Indian| establishment in N¢w

ljelln

And ‘India

;The | Amnesty Internaho al
News ‘Letter for September,
1991 states that the Indian
Government has refused visa
to an Amaesty Imernano al
Deligatlon | to visit | India.
ven the specific re(iue%t by
A. 1. dellga;uon to visit South
Induan States of TAMIL
NADU, Maharashtra and
\ndhra Prqdesh have bezn
refused. Earlier, India was
forbnddmg foreigners gomg
t? Punj.b and Kashmir. Wl:y
does India now remse pcr-

rﬁmmn even to an A.|L
de hgatuon to visit the Soqth

Indian States? Reports halvo
bccn recewed that| A.[I,
gronpa in Madra: bave urged
p;ople to ﬁght to stop human
rlhhts lnecessanly. it 'fo:loivs
that there are alllgatrons of
h?man rights vmla'wns The
T fu(al o' the Gmernq"eut Df
Indm tn grant Visas to A L.
dq'ega jon confirms the truth
of/the allegstions We L) Tan‘lll
quam ‘know fully wcli whf\t

A. I, Delqgatlon l

l
|

arently -

he lindnan es@bhshment 'did
ere | dur;dg the brief obcu.
patxon by the | [ndian ~rmy.
So now uder. India hesit«
ates to allow A I dclegauon

Whntever said and done.
ut would qot be possible |for
,any State - even for a super-
;power at that - now to chqnge
the courpe of history | let
loose by the oviet| Rcvolu-
tion of 1991. |

(

Mr. Thqndaman
,lt it agam.

{ Mr. Thondaq)an is a very
versatile person. He has a
umque ability |to say diffe-
fcnt things at dlffcrent times
t ditferent pllaces on |the
:snme thing. e broke his
nlence in Indial wherc he had
Agone fer a "pnvale" VlSlt
and met Mr, Narauma Rag
and Mr. nagl. the Indian
.Forelgn Mlms er. | From
Madtas he gave an lmtervlew
to an Iudlan phper, wherein
pe made it appbar that every-
thing was gdod with 'the
l{ayv Gandhl +J ayewardene
Accord and that it was only
the LTIE that SpOllt every-
lbmg by shoo‘mg at {the
Indnans |

On his r?turn to Sri Lanka
he ‘has stated to the Colomho
l’ress that. he was gnvmé a
Jast chanee to the LTIE 10
anter mto m gotiations Bxav 1
Mr Tho: daman /And | a
Tamxl pa,er f om the N.uth

x’

4

says that Mq Thondarfnan’l
schemes  do x?ot cnvisdge a
provincial council but a
provincial golvernment wnth
greater powe s.

Readmg thqtext from this
Tamil daily, one is inclined
to think that: Mr. Th(l,!,nda-
man‘s efforts| are | again an
“exercise’ in deceit as Prof
A.J. Wilson bas choscg to
_describe |the Bajiv Ghandhj-
Jayewardene Accord. |

Anyway let M ThQ‘nda-
man contmue He can also
continue to remain m ths:
limalight, '

paign
‘Reports from Colombo
refer to the poster campalgn
wherem the Warrmg fadtxons
w1thm jhe Us P are brulgmg
the | LTTF into their dispute.
Mr. Lalith Athulath mudali
seems (0 be \he most voc:-
ferous in this regard. | He
is the iatest (ecru;t to the
ranks of the Opposition -
ncluding Mr V sudeva Nanal-
| yakkara - do not |seem to
havc condemned or even dls-
|socia ed | tbcznsalves from
this [ca pdlgni mv;lvmg the
T+mit quistira ia the pqlltl-
ca; turmoil Why‘? |

- Spectator-
1 .

Poster Cam
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Mpr. Thnn¢aman’s Peace Efforts

It is clear [from repérts that Mr. S. Thondaman
who is also a Mnmster in| PreSrdent Premadasa’s
Government, is| taking
ween the Government of [Sri Lanka and | the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam
which| will | end | the ethnic conflict,

Mr. Thondaman for lns part |is an experienced
pohtlcian. He is astute|also. More than all these,
he is ja representative of a people most and (first
affected by the Sinhala chauvlmsnc wave, viz.| the
Tamils of ‘the hili- country.

teps | to mediate peace  bet- |

and arrive at |some solution

However, it must also be noted that Mr, Thonda-

man hlmself did not strain fnmself to fight for the

vindication of the up - country Tamils but preferred
to follow a policy by which| he |co- loperated to a

certam extent with the Eelam Tamils who took up
Before |

the cause of the up - country Tamils also.

Eelam| Tamil youths began to| shed their own bload ’
in the cause of Tamll rights,  almost a half of the |

up - country Tamils were treated as chattels and thrown |

away \from the country of their birth by the Sirima - |

Shastrl Pact. We stress there the fact that the Ceylon
Wo;kgrs ¢0ngrpss of whrch Mr. Thondaman| is Presi-
dent, ialso opposed the Sirima - Shastri| Pact.

After the Eelam Tamils raised the standard of
revolt| against | Sinhala |imperialism, the Sinhalese—
especially the Unlted National Party—which originally
de - crtlzem‘sed and dis - enfranchised the up - country
Tamils, were cbmpelled to grant Cltizenship Rights to
 the hill - country Tamils. | We notle
the role played| by the ielam Tamils in the cause of
the vindication of the nghts of their brethren in' the
up - country. |

w1dh satisfaction |

Mr. T ondalman was one of the| three co-presidents

of the now defunct Tamil United Liberation Front
(TULF). It must be said| that though Mr. Thondaman

was a co s president of the TULF, he| said that the |

Tamxl Eelaln deinand woul;d notl apply to the up-country
but s pported all the other demands of the TULF,
includi hing the demand for Tamrl Eelam in theNortheast,

'I{hese ‘prehmmary pdmts must be l‘elterated here

certain remarks| to a Press, while he was in India

recen

becauPe Mr. Thondaman | is reported to have made ;
ly. One of these remarks is that the| Rajiv Gandhi- |

Jayewfardede Accord, gav,e everything to the Eelam |

Tamils short of Eelam We have only to mildly
remind Mr. Thondaman that even the
was descrrbed as a moderate group, Jwas also | not

|TULF which |

satisfied with the Accord and publicly| expressed its |

dissatistaction. Mr. Thondaman has also told the same
Indian Press that the L’I;TE turned its| guns against
the Indian| Army. This is factually mcorrect

as it |

was the Indlan Army which started the war offen- |
sive by blowing up the murasoh Press and the Eela- |

murasu Press

We state these facts, not W1th a view to discourage |

the efforts| of Mr. Thondaman. On the other hand,

we welcome Mr. Thondaman’s initiatives, But we would |

like Mr. Thondaman to act as an | “honest broker”.
He knows {more than anyone else |the Just grievances
of the Eelam Tamils and has in fact supported | the
Tamil demands on language, citizenship, colonization
and evcn self Government for| the Northeast,

Sao let Mr./ Thondaman contmue his . efforts for-

getting the Rajiv Gandhi episode and try to mediate- |

between the Government and {the LTTE which would
uthmately lead |to: a situation | which would ensure

peace| betWeen the Smhalese and Tamils as well as
guarantee the soverelgnty of 'both peoples in
homelands. ‘

their |

In this connection we also note with satisfaction |

the LTTE's jetter to Mr. Thondaman inviting him to |

- Jaffna to talk over matters, We publish in the columns
of our paper the contents of the |letter which

the |

President of the People’s| Front of Liberation Tigers |

(PFLT), Mr. K. Mahendrarajah has sent to Mr. Thon-

daman. It is apparent from | the lether that it is
unconditonal and open. ) ‘
‘Mr. Thondaman may, take this invitation  and

start negotratlons Mr. Thondaman may be able to
. put the Tamrl point of view to the Government better
then anyone else. We ‘do not know. what the Govern-
ment ihas to say in regard to Mr. Thondaman’s efforts
but Presuleut Premadasa |has mever failed to talk of
talks as a means of finding a solution. | So we firmiy

belicve hat Mr. Thondaman |will iget down to his job |
serrouslv by accepting the LTTE mvxtauon with an|

open mmd himesif.

o

10-9-91

-

l
e

'Mr K Mahendrarajah, the

Premdent of the People’s
Front of Liberation | Tigers
(PFLT) has in a letter add-
ressed| to Mr. Thondaman,
the President of the Ceylon
Workérs Congress and Mini-
ster in President Premadasa’s
gb'verrnnent, mvited him |[to
cbme over to Jaffna to have
direct talks with the LTTE.

‘Earlier Mr. | Thondaman
hhd said that he had written
to the .LT’I“E suggesting cert-
ain peace proposals. Mr-
Thondaman had - said that
:s efforts were being initi-

ed in his capacity as Pres-
1dent of the Ceylon Workers
Congress Howevcr,_ Mr.
Thondaman did not make he
peace proposals known to
the publlc ‘

President of the PFLT
Thon-
drr?ct

Now Mr. K. Mahendrarj§h

sent a reply to, Mr
damali suggestmg

“ lmmlamn t affna

talks and mvrt;mg the latter
to come to Jaffna (for such
talks, Mr. M{ihendrara]ah’
letter reads as| follows:-

Dear sir, |

We are| in receipt of your
letter dated 27. 08./91 addre-
ssed to the leader of  our
movement, Mr. V. Piraba-
karan. We have already
acknowledged receipt of this
letter through the Internati-
onal  Committee of the Red
Cross. We had to delay
sending you a|reply forth-
with 'because you bad left for
India.

We have taken into consi-
deration the shggestrons you
have made on, behalf of the
Ceylon Workers’ Congress
in relation to |the | national

problems of tl;e people of

Tamil Eelam. [You have also

asked for  the :vrews of our

movement m regard to a
political ' solution.

It is difficult in practice

| to exchange views and clari-

fications towards a meaning-
ful solution by correspon=
dence. It is also not: an
appropriate method to con-
tinue peace negotiations. The
best course would be to
meet personally and excha-
nge views.

Therefore, we would request
you to come in person to
Jaffna, accepting our earlier
invitation in this regard and
appraise yodrselt‘ of our
position in this regard. We
believe that this will help
‘to take further steps aimed
at acnieving peace.

Yours truly,

K. MAHENDRARAJAH
President,
People’s Front of
Liberation Tigers.

{
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NEWS ROUND UP

At Ponnnalar, Artllléry

‘ shell Tttaclq from Karamagar

Navy Camp. Damages not
verified.

{ |

I1-9-91
| At Ponnalai, Artilery shell
attack | from Karainagar Navy
Camp., One person, Letchu-
manan, (51) was injured.
many 'houses were damaged.

13- 9 9l
At ;Battlcaloa, Bomber
ttack.j Damages not verified.

|

)

‘Artillery shell |

14-9-91

At ponnalarl and | Moolai,

Cannon firing from  Kara-

inagar Navy ;amp.
| ’ i
19 '49'9' !
At Ponnalai, and| Moolai,

Artillery - shell attack from
Karainagar Navy Camp. Two

persons were mjured and
admitted to Jaffna |hospital.

‘They! are T. Thlyaeararah (33)
and S. Renuka (22)

21-9-91
At Mannar | District in
puthukamam village,‘ Artillery

attack and

shell attack from; Nanattan

Army Camp. |Oage boy,
Anthony  Peter (07) was
injured. ’

At Ponnalai, Chulipuram
Vaddukoddai and  Araly,
Artillery shell attack from*
Karainagar Navy Camp. The

' Varatharaja Perumal Temple

of ponnalai was damaged.

24-9-91

At Valvettiturai, Cannon
firing from Sri Lanka Navy.
Damages not verified,

At Ponnalai and Moolai,
Artilery shell attack from
Karainpagar Navy Camp.
Many houses were damaged.

Our Recolle...

the Tamils. The ruling
Sinhalese governments have

failed to solve | this issue.
After | 1983 a round table

conference was mooted and
even now all such parley is
a farce. In 1984, I am
qmte aware one worker |of

the Jaffna Co - 0perat1ve
Society who was burnt alive
in the same building by the

security forces. This perspn
is from Point Pedro and | I

am in touch wrth hls farmly
members since | then. dur
rehabilitation work in a true
sense (:ommenced in 1984,
Later jin the year at Pomt

pedro, 3 wers killed, Po!nt
Pedro town was set on fire

and our Hartley Col]ege
Lrbrary was burnt down.|

' In 1985 January, k1llmgs
contmued at Point Pedro and
in May that year,  several
were put in a | building | at
Valvetfiturai where they were
all klll :d by a bomb blast.
These became a common
oLcurrEnce and| during the

lgbelalon operation, we had
tp faﬁe a pathenc ordeal

We sawata dxstanee among
many atrocmes, petrol bombs
being flung from | moving
planes.

The arrival of the 1.P.K.F.
and ti'l its withdrawal, the
same sad story continued.
Then after its| withdrawal in
June | 1990, thmos became
bad. One by one all services

were | stoplped to us.

Medical facnlntles, bltctrrclty
for a healehy ]nhng, lransport
education, shorta e of all
essential goods, employment
lopportunites for the day to
day earning Imembers and

allied things Were denied to |

us. Recently I was| anxious
to procure a cake lof soap.

It was sold here at| Rs. 90/-
(200 grammes). I did not

have the money but I coll-

‘ected here and th.re |this
)amount and when I-went to

buy thls 1tem,l it was sold
out. |
Many of us|are sul‘fermg

because we have opted to
live here.| Those wh> |can

afford to| go abroad have

gone and still others are on
the move to go.

Now ' death is a | very
common feature to all of us.
One thing is certain, all
these happenings have made
some of us stronger
spiritually and have taken a
vow to lay down our| lives
for | the generations to come.
There cannot be a policy of
escapism for monks of our
-calibre. The lessons of the
past cou.d make 'many of
us not to be self - seekers,
selfish and conceited. we have
won the day. The nature of
Karma theory is to make us
think better and act righteous-
ly. The moment our Karma
is exhausted, we will see a
rose dawn. Let | vus then
march together with | truth
on our lips and ‘sincerity m
our lives.

-Swami Chidrupananda

Sri Ramakrishna Sarada
Sevashrama

New Era Publication Ltd.,-

267, Main Street, Jaffna.
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