T INDEPENDENT WELKLY

Not Dark-Days but Great Days

Do notlet us speak of darker days; let us rather
speak “of sterner days. These are not dark days; thése
are g'reat days - the greatest days our Country bas
ever lived, end we must all thank God that we have
been allowed, each of us according to our stations
to play a part in making these days memorable in

the history of our race,

Sir Winston Churchill
(Harrow School, 1941)

ri nk

an Army Retreats to Camp

Fiefc_e batﬂe raged between the LTTE and

the combined armed forces of  the

Sri . Lankan

Government for seven hours in Valikamam West
Division at the end of which the Sri Lankan Army

retreated to its camp at

On the early moraing of
Tuesday at 5.30 a.m. Sri
Larkan Army at Mathagal
moved on the beach road

there towards Thiruvadinilai, .

a distance of about 2 kilo-
metres from its Mathagal
Camp. Sri Lankin Ari Force
bombers, helicopters and
Naval ships pounded the area

in support of  the: ground -

troops. -

At Thiruvadinilaj the LTTE
gave bartle. The batile lasted
till_12.30. p.m. Sri Lankan
troops which had advanced,
retreated at 12.30 p.m. to
the Mathagal cawp. Sri

Lankan casualties were nop
known.

While the fight was going
on between the LTTE and
the Sri Lankan army - Sri
Lapkan Navy sent volleys
of cannon fire directed to
wards Thiruvadinilai, Chuli-
puram, -Paralai, Kattupulam
and_ other coastal areas. The
Naval attack lasted for three
hours,

Math gal.

Sri- Lankan- Air . Force
bombers  which  hovered
Moolai, Sithankerny, Chuli-
puram, Tholpuram, and
Pandatarippu from 5 30 a.m.
bombed Thiruvadinilai area
heavily. Air Force bombers
“also bombed Kattupulam and
Ponnalai areas. Over ten
bombs were dropped by the
bombers at three spells,

While the battle was- on
and the Navy and Air Force
were pounding the Valika-
mam Wcst area, over 15
artillery shells were launched
by the Sri' Lankaa Army
from its Palaly camp.

Ten people were injured
and many houses were dam-
aged. One house was compl-
etely burnt down.

J. Aonammah (72) and her
two grand - children Kalyani
(11) and Kanchana (10) were
among--the injured. The
others injured are A Sivatha-
san (11) K. Satheesan (0)
P. Nages (40) S. Seevarat-
nam (40) and S Manorarjini
(19). They were all admitted
to the Jaffna Hospital.

The army’s military aetion
in Valikimam Wa:st came
suddenly when people were
still in their beds. A curfew
had been annoanced from
60) am on Tuesday but was

not known to. anybody and

even Government Depart-
ments aad Bank _ workers
went to work as usual on
Tuesday. It was only on
Wednesday that people came
to know about the curfew.

Military action however start-
ed before curfew. The people
of Valikamam West were
awoken by the sounds of
bombs, guns, cannon and
artillery shells near their

homes and ran away from
their homes to places of
safety,

Reports say that over 5000
people from ths affected
viliages in Valikamam West

are displaced. Red Cross
Society Brauches at Sandi-

lipay and Chaankanai gave
first aid to injured persons.

LTTE SEA MINE BLASTS
NAVY PATROL BOAT

News Agsncy reports quot-
ing  Sri Lankaa ~ D:fence
sources said that a Sri Lankan
speed - patrol boat was
blasted by a Tiger - laid Sea
mine in the seas of Kilali.

According to the sams
report two Sri Dankan Nsvy
personnel died aad three
more were- injured. The

heavy

blasted boat had fixed to it
machins - guas  aond
many other equipment requi-
red for ths Navy,

The news also quoted a
Navy officer as saying that
the Sea - mine explosion
poses great threat to Sri
Laokan Naval activities in
the Kilali sea.

War goes beyond NE boundaries

LTTE D:stroys Mini S. L. Army Camp» in Polonaaruwa District

The LTTE attacked and d:stroyad a Sri

Linkin miai- Army Cinp

at a plice

cilled Damm a1a i1 ths Poloraara va District. Thris mini cam) was establish:d to provids security
for the Madura Oya Res:rvoir and as ancilliary to the Army Camp estabish:d at Miduru

Oya for training purposes.

The news in this connection
states that on  Tucsday,
February 23, about 12.40

a.m. the LTTE attacked the
Sri_Lankan mini-Army Camp
at Damminna in the Polon-

Lightuing Attack by LTTE in Mannar
Seven Sri Lankan Sentry posts and Housz Destroyed

The LTCTE carried out a lightning attack on a chain
of Sri_ Lankan Army sea'ry p‘iots between Nanattan Sri

Laikan Army Cum) anl Kittaikida in

Maniar Destrict

and_destroye | compl-te'y. seven seatry points and a house

under Army occup ion.
The news in this connection

states that on ’4th Febr- .
uary. early morning. LTTE -
attecked the Army pnsitions

between Nanattan and Kattai-
kadu. The attack lasted for
ten minutes.

Seven Sri Lankan Army
sentry posts .and a house
Occupied by the Sri Lankin

-Army there, were cympletely
destroyed. The LT(E -said
that a nuuabsr of soldiers
were killed and many others

wound :d. The numbers could
not be assessed. LTTE lost
eleven of its fighters.

The LTTE also recovered
@ haul of weapoas and

ammunitions including soph.
isticated . AKLMGs,- shell

_launchers, shells and R.P.Gs,

" Bomber
Attacg at

Thondamannaru

Sti Laikan b mbars dro-
pPped three bom>s in two
spells near the Pillayar

K wil at Thondimannaru on

Tussdav, F.bruary 23.
Accordiig to reports twd
of ths bambs did not explod .,

paruwa District. The attack
Jasted for about 12 minutes
at the end of which the
camp was entirely destroyed.
The Tig:rs recovered a haul
heavy armsand ammunitions
also.

At least nine Sri Lankan
soldiers - were believad killed
apart from a larger numbes

wounded. Two LT (E fighters
died in this attack.

The Dammiana S. L. miai
camp was situited outside

the Northeast territory and

within  the Polonnaruwa
District.

PUBLIC PROTEST AT

ECONDMIC

Public protest campaizns

- agaiast the economic emb srgo

placed by Goverament on
Jaffna p :asiasula was cirried
out ja front of varioay AGA’s
offices  in - the psaniosula,
Large numbirs of pzople
pacticipited in these protast
demoastratioas whica affectzd
the working of the AG\’s
offices.

D:moastrations were carr-
ied out in front of Palai

BLOLKADE

AG Vs office and Karaveddy
AGA’s office by ths p:ople
in those areis on Maday,

‘Febraary 22,

A _Similar | d:smonstcation
wis held epposite th: Nillug
AG\’s Division on Taursday,
February 25.

The

d:monstrators also

- handed over memoranda to

the Asst. Govt,
conceraed.

Agents
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| OUR READERS SAY |

Anomalies within Anomalies in
Payment of Pensions

Already lot of heat had
beer generated regardirg the
vexed question of payment
ot pensions and a series of
anomalies that exist in the
whole structure. The first
apomaly t-at was created
was in 19:5 - 1988 when the
pension minue was changed
from 50% of the basic
salary  last drawn to 85%
of the basic for pnrpose of
pension payment, Io addition
to this enharc d percentage,
an enhanced salary scale
was also i.troduc-d and
berce this resulied eveitua'ly
in a siuiion wheie a
pensioner who retired after
1>88 drew double the pention
of his preaccessor who
retired pricr to 1958 with
only 507% of nis basic salary
which was also considerably

lower than the scale of

salary after 1988,

The the Govt. decided to
pay an additional ajlowance
of Rs:300/- and then Rs:
100/- trus a total of Rs:
400/- and those pensioners |
who drew more than Rs:
2€0/- per month were denjed
this increase.

Now again the Govt. has
decided to pay Rs: 300/-
addurional allowancs 10 jall
Govt.
of their scale or amocuat of
pension drawn monthlv. Of

pensioners irrespective

courte this lFCl’CS‘Cl! m namal

compared tn the 307% increase
given to Govt. servants. |

It is obvious thata great
injustice had been done to

| those cflicers who drew Rs:
1260/ and above bv denving
‘them the les itimate +d lvional
\sllowance of Rs:
\then Rs:
|cause thei- pension was above

300/- and
100/- simply be-

'Rs. 260/-. Tbis is a discrimi-
\na ion and an arbiirary decis-
|ion,

passing I wish to
‘complain the R<: 260;- which
'was paid to Govt. servants

has not been paid to pens-
fdoners up todate.

In

1 appeal to the Govt. on
'behalf of these ofticers of
‘%tbis parucualar catergory who
drew Re: 260/- aod above
'be pard this additional
lal'owance irrespective of the
iscale,

: A. Perinpanayagam

|

EELANATHAM
On its Fourth Year

‘Eelanatham’ entered its Fourth Year of
Publication on 19th February, 1993,

A comparative novice in this highly compe-
titive field of Tamil jrwimalism, its achieve-
ment lies in the fact that it has been keeping
abreast with 1is sister dailies. '

In keeping with dis 1ideal of establishing
a closer rapport with its workers,
ment trealed them to a sumpluous lunch and
expressed the hope that the co-operation of 1ls
employees would be forthcoming in full ‘measure

especially in these dif[icult times where shori-
ages have been the order of the day.

The digestive pr-cess of ithe 1invilees was
helped tr a great extent by an item of light -
hearted mimicry which kept them in good humour.

Sfandz'wg on the threshold of its Fourih
year, it is hoped that this New Year will spell
a happy augury for its fulure progress in this
Peninsular world of Tamil journalism.

the Manage-

HOUSE TO HOUSE
SEARCH IN VAVUNIA

The Sii Lankan Army and
Police mad: a joint house
search in the
Kovilkkulam ard
Both villages
are within Sri Lauvkan army

to house
villaves of
Poonthottam.

occupied areas in the Vavunia

Disrict.

Tre search took place on
Saturdiy - Februiwry 20 in
Kovilkulam aad the following

day Sunday, February 21 at
Poonthottam, ’

Many persons, including
gome who did not hold a
Police permit for residence,
arc reported to have been

arrested and taken for

inqairy.
No further news has bien

rec:ived in respect of those
who were 50 taken.

For what is important

FLOWERS AND THORNS

Let me neither linger to gather flowers to keep them
Nor to walk on aaticipaung tor flowers

{s to bs on my way to my eterna! home
through the path that life has designed
Never grudsing but always ap recia‘ing

The flowers that bloom and thoras tnat prick
For they are nothing but a providence,
From heaven for my incubation and fruition

to bloom
ull my way

a grace

Henry Victor.

I C R C Brings Back Children

Kueanthini Sivapalan, a
irl ag:=d 10, and her infant
sister aged 2, who were sepa-
irated from their parents for
over scven months at Ma ha.
gal were br.ught back to
Jaffoa to be uonited to their
parents on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 24,

The two children were
brougit to the Point P:dro
barbour by ship by ICRC
uificials,

The elder gir!, Kuzanthini,
said that on a ceriain day
her fa her had taken her
motber to Jaffna hospiral for
deliviry of a child. Trey bad
lefe her and her sister at
home with ber grand-mother.

| Some'ime after their par-
ents le't, the Armv had sudd-
enly surrounded their house
and they were detaioed.

iThe younger girl cried
cvery.day in search of her
parents and the elder girl
complained to the army men

CANNON.FIRE EXPLODED IN
SECURITY ZONE

Some cannon fire aimed at
fishermen’s boats fell in the

barbour secur: y z ne at Point
Pedro uander cire of the
ICRC.

The news in this conneciion
says:-

The Point Pcdro harbour area

is diclared a securitv. zone
and comes under 1CRC con-
trol to enab.e goods brought
into J ffna from Colombo by
ships to be unloadcd, Har-
bour and dock workers are

engnged under {CRC super-
visi »n in untoadiog aod hand-
ling these goods.

On Friday, February 26,
about 9-00 a. m. the Sci Lan-
kan Navy ship ‘Veeraya Soo-
raya’ _whic1 was proceeding
towards Kattarkadu - Vetiri-
laikerni suddenly directed
capnoa fire and gun -shots at
fishermen fis iog in  the
coastal waters of Point Pedro.
Some cannon fire and bullets
exploded in the harbour arca,

declared sccurity zsne and
under ICRC coatrol,

| Harbour and dock workers
who w:re at ths harbour é¢n-
gig:d in work aha.doned
wotk and ran 1n disarray.

| Some fishe'm~n’s boats
were slightly damaged Mny
fishing nets were cut otf, It
was a Friday and only a few
fishermen were !ishing be-
cause generally non-vegerables
are aveidsd from tood on
Fridays by the population.
Therefore no casualty occurr-
¢d among the fishermen,

about their plight many times.
Only now afrer seven months

they are g:tting an oppor-,

tunity to meet their parents,
The girls seemed tircd  and

Seperated from Pareats

grief - stricken according to
reports. ‘

The grand - mother of the
children also came with the
children.

CAUGHT BY ARMY
RELEASED BY ICRC

A man and a boy who
went to collect firewood in
Chulipuram where = captured
by Sri Lankan so'diers who
were in hiding. This bappened
on Sunday, February 21.
The man and the boy were
b-ought to Point Pedro by
the ICRC officials on
Wednesday, February 24.

The boy on arrival said
that he was stuying with
his parents as rec'ugees in
Chulipuram. Oa  Suoday,
February 21, he went along
with another man Sirnavao
Iyan to collect firewood for
cooking As they were colle-
cting firewood in  Paralai
area Sri Lankaa Army who
were in hiding there, opened

fire and caught them. They

were compleiely taken unaws=
arcs.

The boy further said that
on ca‘cying them, the Sri
Laakan soldiers hit them
and kicked them severcly:
The soldicrs,also abused them
fn filthy language. Taat day
they were detained ia the

Army Camp at Mathagal.

The following day they
were blind-fol ded and trans-
ported to Palaly Army Camp
in a vehicie. At Palay Camp
they were kept bliad-folded

the wh<le-day and questio-
ned.

The boy told the Army
men ti at he ard the older man
were both | refugees from
Karainagar and that he was

a student at Victoria College
in Chulipuram,

They were released later
to ICRC officials and have
now gaioed their libarty.

The manis Sinnavan Iyan
(58) and the boy is Sinna-
kili Ariyaputhiran, both refu-
gees from Karainagar who
lived at Chulipuram.

INDIA ADMITS

India has ad nitted that
its Navy intercepted the vesse]
Kittu was travelling in, 440
nauticmiles a vay trom Iandia.

This is clear evidence in
admission that the Iadian
Navy was engaged ia bully-
ing activities in international
waters where all ships are
free to travel.

¢‘The claim made by the
‘Goverament of Iadia that it
is enti'ted to! inspect other
vessels 1n intecnation -1 waters
is spurious”’, ~commented
lawyers in Jaffna.
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The word °d:mocracy’ in
the English Language has
acquired the characreristics
of a prostitute owing to its
use by politicians of all
calibre. Even though it has
its ancient definition and
meaning, it is spoken and
writien to coovey what the
gpeaker or writer had uader-
stood by it. Abraham Lincoln
adv caced democracy aand
said that it was the ‘govein-
ment of the people, for the
people and by the people.’
The people, he referred to,
jn actual tact, are the white
men aud not the American
bl.cks whom he was suppased
to have freed. He did not bring
in legislation to fiee the blacks
from slavery for the sake
that slavery is drgrading or
bad but to safeguard the
Ubnited States of America
from continuing to be a third
grade nati)n as an agricul-
tural one and make it
an industrialized nation. He
provided the necessary labour
power not fettered with any
shackles. That is the m*aning.
Abraham Liacoln gave to
democracy.

Press Freedom

Everyone knows how de-
mocracy is practised in Sri
Lanka, Starting from the
District Councils election in
Jaifoa, the J R.’s Presiden-
tial election, tne undemocratc
way. ia which the Referendum
was held, the Presidential
and General Etections held
at the height of the Second
J. V. P. Iasurgeacy, we had
witnessed sordid details of
bew democracy was callously
pracired ia Sri  Lanka.
Leaving aside, how a section
of th: citizzns of Ceylon
living in the North and East
are treated by the goverament
as its en:mies and deorived
of all the basic necessities
of life, it is even depriv-

jog the Sinhalese of their
democratic rights. Freedom
of the press is strangled.
Publishers, editors and jou-
nalists are arrested and phy-
sically attacked indiscrimin-
ately and presses which the
government think are sgainst
it, ere closed and sealed.

Distortion

Writers,  columuists and
journalists, too have their
own version of democracy,
They want ‘democratis’ free-
dom to write aad expound
their theories as they want,
irrespective of the fact that

passengers and by other

means he has learat that it
is the Tigers who are safe-
guarding the pub i by acting
as their shields. In fact,
they haveergaged int ght with
the Navyand eoabled the pass-
engers duriog that time to
travel to and fro. This is the

democratic freedom as regards
newspaners and other media
operaring from Colombo are
conc:roed.

N. E. Elections

The Sri Lankan government
has now without much ado,
brought in provisions to
enable persons who have

contes'ing the elections in
Batticaloa or Jaffoa. This
means that Members of

Parliament and other Councils
for the North aod East,
could be easily elested from
Colombo ijtself. A clear
indication of this position,
is the statement issued by
the EPDP which is fighting
the Sinhal:se war agiinst
the Tamils, that it is going
to contest the forthcoming
Provincial Council Elections
jo the North aud East. Even
accordiog to goveinment
reports in all the islands

Democ

what |they write about, is
fac ually correct or not, and
even false.

Colombo-based news papers
and the other media in order
to justify or to negative the
recent, horrendous incidents
commitied by the Sri Lankan
Nivy | In | brurally Kiiling
innocent travellers | plying
between Kilaly and Alankerny
by boat, portrayed that this
incident haopened, while
Tig:rs werz oserating in this
sea using the Tamil people
as human shields, Not only
these papers knov that the
Tigers are the last people
to make such a use of the
people anod that it is only
the army | which normally
engaget insuch low tacucs,
nevertheless carried on this
line of propagandi. The
B8C reporter howev:r, has
g ven his own observation,

Throufgh interviess  with

SHELL KILLS YOUNG WOMAN
Old Woman Injured

A youig woman was killed
ard aiother injured wiea
sheils launched by the Sri
Lankan Army exploded at
Mallakam on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 23.

Always on
Principles!
There is nothing so bad
or so good that you will
not fird Englishmen ding
it, but you will never fird
an Englishmariithe wrong
He does ev:rything on
princ pl:. He fights you
on patriotic principles; he
robs yu on b siness priici-
ples, he enslives jo4 on
imperial ~ princiles,  he
supports his ki13 01 royil
principles avd cu's off his
king’s head on republicn |
principles-
-Gzeorge Bernard Shaw

The nsws in this connect-
jon states that on Tuesdays
February 23, at 8 30 p.m. Sri
Lankan Aray lauiched over
15 shells dirccted towards
Mallakam. When these shells
began to explod: ths resi-
dents in the arzd bszia to
run for safsty elsewh:re,

A fleeing youiy wormwa
nimed M. Vimulzswiry (23)
died o1 th> spat w131 a
shell hit hxr aal aandher
wonain, also flezing, namd
I. Aaaithi (53) was saversly
injured,

Ov:r 590 families ia ths
area laft thdir honssas the
shalls bezaa to exohds in
ths night, Thsy havs taken
refuz: at Cuinkan, Mica-
thinamsdam! axd Iauvil.

left their own placss to
vote at elections in places
where they are now resident.
A voter frem Batticaloa or
Jaffoa who had beea displaced
owing to army actviues in
those are2s and now residiog,
say in Colombo, with the
collaboration of the Depart-
ment of Elections, could
vo'e for a candidate who is

il

ol

and other ‘captured® territ-
ories, there are mnot more
than 1,500 people.

Even among this number,
only afew would be eatitied
to vote. But elections can
be heid according to Voters’
Lists and Msmbers returned
to Provincial Councils. We

know how this can bz done.
We have not forgotien how
even the [ndi»n Peace K?é‘ﬁ—
ing Force rigged our elect-
ions. This means that there
will be members elected from
the North and East repres-
eating the views of the
government | without actual
eleciions being held in these
areas. EPDP can also come
out with another lie. They
can say taat consequent to
the appeal by its member,
one Ramesh, that the governs
ment of Sri Lanka had
recalled the 50,000 refugees
from Eurepean countrics and
that those who returned too,
had voted for them. The

S. Thiagarajah

EPDP has appealed to the
oovernmsent to recall these
50,000 Ceylon Tamils bzcause
they are engaged in those
countries in anti - social
activities like collecting funds
and forwarding them to the
disruptive elements - in Sri
Lanka who are engaged it
destroying its  unity and
jategrity. This is how the:
dem: cratic right to elect
people’s representatives are
being practised in Sri Lanka.

“Influential Sinhalese

*

m:moers ia ths

fcontaasus’.

as well as to granting aay mors
d» they nat wiat to givz th?
they alsy waut to takz ba‘k whatevzr

¢Ancording to thiv coaseasus,
will b2 dsmerzed uiconiidnally, but the
federal structure in refurn......
the prict of half-avind
for quasi - fed:ralism (D1t withoy 1t

the unoitary form of the constitution.?”’
Quoted from Anuru

ciowt diaigee Al
a1v m:atioa of the term and witaiout changing

Admission Commzndable -
Arrozancs Coademaable.

seem to be unwilling to accept evea the Parliamentary
Select Committee consensus, which itself falls far short of ths minimum even the
most moderate Tamil parties are willing to settle
Sinhalese (at least the self -

Second Emphasis Ours.
the tem>orarity merged North Eastern province
Camils won’t get a fully and fraokly

In other words the Sinhalese are gatting two for
fadseal sat

The frank adaisiion by th3 Sinnila weitsr that wails ths P3C dasision dividas
Norchaast doras not graat fedsralism iv cHma
P3C cyis:asus he expories Sinnala arcoziass.
P3C aai m
T.mil m:abars hiv: oprsad it aid Me Taorlanva
from th: PS> ia peoreit. [f ths Siaqlzsz in ths P3C agres amoigit themsalvas
to foist symrhirg o1 ths Caails
cill iz ths P3C coinasmi-or is it tre

Tamil

declared champions of the Sinhala race) are opposed

to waatever reforms that have bzea woa by tha Tamils so far (the 13 h Am:nd nent)
coracsssiors. To put it more b arvly, not only
Cinils awvthisz more thar they have already got;
littlz that has been givin.

4142 Tilakasiri = writing in the
Govt. controlled Suanday Observer -3 -1 - 1993.

s1di51: but when he says it is the
Chars are Sinhalese and Tamil
m:mY:c his

way arz thea aad ool i,
ly Sinhaila coaseasus?

for! Ia other words the

ap, in exs1iaig?

to ths so- cilled
his resizned

agres

d> you stil

14,0)) Tam'ls Displacad in Andarai

Fourts2a thousand Camils
from ths A Dtrict
hav: b:sa derwvea o1t of thesic
dw:llinzs by th:Sri Laakin
Govaraus1r’s milicary opar-
atioas thsrs aal by th3

atrositiesscomutrelon Tanls

by armad Sia1ala aad Muslim
gugiters  called  Hoxs-
Guirds.

This n3ws i3 pidlizhal ia
E:laaashan, a lical Tanil

daily, quriiag Me. Krrikilan,
ths Hsd of taz  Political
wiay of the LTCE ia th)
Bitcicaloa-A npirai Districts.

Tas rapoct farthsr quotes
M. Karikilaa as siyiag that
Tanils arz now livinz oaly
in tvo villagss ia th: A nparai
Disteict. Tadse tw) viilizss
ars Cirukorvil aad Tniaoi-
lavil. Trails ia othsr villag:s
hav: bsea displacsd from

thiic homes aad are living

as rafuzs3s elsewh> re,

Me. Karikilan has also said
that boxadacy vitlagss have
all bi:a dsstroyed by the
Sei Lwkwa Arnesi forcss.
Miiy Canil villagss uader
the Gil Oya Duveloyn:zat
sizm3y  aad Pu'lu alai
villaga in th3 Batticaloa

( Continazd on_ Page 4)
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Military Omnipotence -

A danger to the Sinhalese too .

According to a local Tamil daily Gen. Hamilton
Wanasinghe, Head of the Joint Operations Command
(J O.C) has told a Sinhala papcr “Divayina® that the war
in the Northeast will continue until the Tigers are
defeated. bar

Judeing from various statements made by varicus
military o‘ficers at various umes 1t is not  strange
that the Head of the J O.C. shoud come out wnh
the statement aitributed to hlm. '}

However, the statement ofthe military head hbrings
in matters worthier of conmderauon by the Sinhalese
than the Tamils.

Whenever President Premadasa_opens his mcuth,
he speaks of peacs and achlevmg it in the shortest
poscible time. Never has he been heard to say that
he wil res'ore ‘peace’ only after defeating the Tigers.
So much so many p-ople have been encouraged to
advise the President to find a peacc!'ul solu‘ion and
nJ one, even by implication, sugeested that he should
achieve such peace only after defeaung the Tigers.

But Hamilton Wanasinghe  says that the war will
continue in the Nor heast uaotil the Tigers are defeat-
ed. Ihe statement made by the J.O C. Chief is not
in consonarce with the various utterances made by the
President from time to time.

The qu-stion of deciding on war or peace is too
the

H * o
dangerous a maiter to ‘be. left for dec!SIOD in

hands of military men,

bemg decided by the miljtary.

Nor is it strange ia the circumstances and situation
prevailing in Sri Lanka. Ever since Mr. J. R Jayi-
wardbene c:me to power in 1977 an Energcncy was
declared ard barring a very short period his successor
too. is continuing to rule by resort to Emergercy

powers. In other words the Governments from [977 .

are being retained in power by military help,

It is therefore that the small armed services of
the Sri Larkan state have rapidly growninto a very
large army and according to accoun's’ 1:0.000 men
are in one or other of the armed forces of Govcrament
today. Military expenditure has mcreased manifold
that it takes a sizeable share of the budg 't expendi ure
that many commecnts, even from interaational bodies,
had been: made public.

In this situation it s not strange for the Armed
Forces to feel their own importance in maintaing the

fabric of the Sri Lankan state. It is this feling of

the imporiance of the armed forccs and their ability

0 decide state policy that had mad: bold the JOC |

chief to say that the Noriheast war wll continue till
the Tigers are d.feated,

The people of Northeast are well aware of the
hardships the war imposes and of the cru:lties of the
Sri Lankan Arned foic:s. Peihaps the Sinhalese are
not aware of these. Sinhala poliricians and media men
pay glowing tributes to taeir army m-n fighting |

the Northeast, because the war and mnhtary rule is

confined to the Northeast and agaiost the ramil people,
if it is their turn to suffer, they will then undcrstand
the dangers of a'lowmg miljtary men to d.cide pollcles.
The Armed Forces of the Sri Lankan Gowrnm.nt

have acquired such high position in pohcy makmg.

Hence the JOC Chief’s statcment.

It would eventuilly ‘be_the turn of the Sinhalese

to take the beating for the folly of buildiag a powerful

military to suppress and ru'e the Tamils as the same

military is bound to suppress their democrat’c liberties too,

as had happened in other countriss - especially in South

East Asia.

“sive_damage to_ the

But in Sri Lanka appxrently' ’
the decision making in regard to war and _peace, is |

‘foreign

subjecled to aerial bombardment sometimes back came under

arullery shell attack again,

Tre news in this connect-
on siates thaton Saturday,

- Februaary, 20, three artillery

shells | launched = from the
Palalv Sri Larkan Army camp
e:ploded within the Durgai
Amman temple premises | he
attack started at 10.10.p. m.

One shell exploded on the
front poruon of the temple
btheen the Pongal Lall and
the TePJple office. The Pon-
gal bhall  was
Afother shell exploded en
the steps to the Theertha
Keroi or holy pond and
damage was caused to the
stepping ‘stones, A third shell
exploded on the public road
in front of the temple.

This | temple came in for
direct acnal bombardment
on 31.-5-1992 .whean exten-
temple
and déa'l; to. about 5 per-
sons occurred. 1he wanton

damaged.

attack on a famous Hindu
temple provoked strong pro-
tests from all religious groups
in the North. The Refucee
camp that was run by the
tempie had to be abandoned

it had to be shifted to ano-
ther place.

The same temple bas now
come in for shell attack,
The shell attack now has
caused damage to. temple,
property but fortunately no
one suffered physical injury.

TEEDOR

HELP AND ADVICE

Tamil Eelam Economic
Dev lopm=nt  Organisation
(TEEDOR) has in a press
release exhorted people’ to
engage in th: cultivation of
green grams - 8 two month
crop.

TEEDOR has said that
T 77 and M I 4 varieties
of this gram give better
barvests than the lccal varie-
ties_and bas reques'ed peop'e
interes'ed in this cultivation
to contact the Agricultural

Division of the Organisation .

for further information.

The TEEDOR has also
said that pests attack on
mango flowers and Tleaves is
noted to be on the increise
and has suggested the spray-
ing of appropriate insec icide.
People who find their mango
trees affected by these pests

-are requested to contact the

Agricuitural Eavironment
Protection Division of TEE-
DOR,

POSTAL

It is period cally reported

that over thousand postal
bags with fore'gn letters
addressed Ja'fna, are

lying at the G P.O. Colombo

‘for transmission to Jaffoa,

For nearly four months no
letters have been
sent to "Jsffna."'

Recently there was a report
that 87 bags of mails sent
form Jaftnato Colombo and
overseas are lying at the

“Colombo Port without clea-

rance as bandling charges

‘are demand-d by the port

authorities. Some extraord nry
intellect from the port autho-
rity has raised this queer
demand for the first time
since the North - East war
broke out.

The following facts would
be refevant to those who are
conc:rned with this postal
mess.

(1) All those letters sent
from Great Britain, G:rmany,
France, Norway and other
countries have pre-pild valid
postal stampos | fixed. The
revenue so deijved go to
fill the coffers of the respe-
cuve counmes.

14,000 Tamlls...

( Contlnuailon from Page 3 )

Ditsrist bave been destroyed -

by Government forces.

Most houses abandoned by
Tamlls in these villages have

been demohsh'd by - the
armed forc:s “of the Sri
Lankan Government and

many Army and STF camps
have been put up in these
villages.

from here have Sri

MESS IN SRI LANKA

(2). Similarly, the Jetters
sent to foreign _ countries
L-nkan
postal stamps fixed and the
money so d:rived go to the
co'fers of the Sri Lankan

Government,

(3) . Hence, " it is the
bounden duty of thesecou-

‘ptries - to see that the let ers
these

sent to and from
couatries reach the addressees
safe  without ~ damage or
tampering.

(4) Likewise, Sri Lanka
too should see that the letters
sent from the Nrth reach
their destination speedily and
safely.

(5) The money pre-paid
is for air freight and not
for ordinary transport by
ships,

(6) It is an inte national
postal obligation and an

of the citizzns to
regular and speedy delivery
of letters.

‘(7) If not, The SriLankan
Govt. should inform the
foreign couarries not to sead
any leiters addressedto Jaffna,

It is andouHtedly a tlagrant

~ violation of human rights of

the peonle ot the north,

The for,é_ign embassies in
Sri Lanka shou'd urg ntly

serious violation- of the in--

ternational postal .cods with

the Government of Sri Laoka,.

The Gov:nment of Sri
Lanka cannot continue to
dishoour the Postal Ordinance
section 23 (2),

This vital issue shou'd be
taken  up - wholeheartedly

~and the foreign embassies in

Colombo ap-raissed of this .
deplerable state of the postal
services in the north,

The foreign embassies in ..
Sri Lanka can easily represent .
matters 'to the Sri- Lankan
Govt. and  their  respective .

counfries. abroad as the
reputation of  their postal"
services is also at stake.

- E. Rasiah -

SPORTS -
Crlcket

St.John’s College drew with
Kokuvil Hirdi. College at
the latter’s grounds.

Scores:- Kokuvil Hindu-

- 266 all out,
important . fundamental right -

expect

St. John’s - 277 and 160 for
3 at close,

St. Patrick’s College drew

- with Canagaratbam MV. at

the former’s grouands,

Scores: St. Patrick’s = 201
for 8 d:clared,

Cansgiratnam M.V. 87 & 95
for 7 at close. At a match”
played at . Ceatral College
grounads,. Jaffaa  Central

. Y. ' College bsat Manipay Hiodu.
and immediatety take up this' ~ I JoasY &

Scores:- Jaffna Central 245 -
for 5 declared with Maiagis .

‘vannan scoring a century.

Manipay Hiadu: 76 & IQS
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