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Nota Single Tan,

Of the 42 persons
appomtment to Class 1I/II of |the |Sri
Lanka Admmlstratlve Servrce from eéxa-

ination held ~1n 1989 and publxshed\ in
:Illxe (;’iovernmeqt
a smgle Tamﬂ
Mushm. The irest 41 are all Smhalese.

selected ff [

Gazette in 1993 there

There is one

i

In | retahatloh the Sri Lan-
kan 'Alr Force ‘targ?eted
purely ciwviliang targets rmles-:
away; from the scene of

Secretarial, Places

The mll;itary complex built by the Sri Lankan
n ent lat Poonakari an Nagathevanthurai to
mically strangulate Jaffna peninsula by block-
ing all communications between the peninsula and
mamland whs completely over-run by the LTIE in
the early bours of the mornmg of November 11.

battle. Super-somc Jets, and
other bomber planes attacked

the| seat of all governmental
actrvxty in Jaftna, the Go-

vbrnment Secretariat com-
prising the
other | government
churches
hospltals The continued att-
acks on selected targets where
public| converge prove beyond
all doubt that [the | Sinhala
Government has let loose a
reign |of terror|in the Tamil
areas | and is indulging  1n
war crimes prohibited @ by
mternat:onal law. |

g TR

| A tank Captured in tact by LTTE at Poonakari.

Courtesy, Eelanatham

Worship,

Kachcheri and |
offices, |
and |temples and |

Govt+ Has A

bdlcated Respon5|blllty

lt is St.‘ate Terrorism, say Religious Heads

allai Thlrugnanasambantharg

J. Ambalavanar and Bishop-

Atheenam, Blsh,op  § 2
Thomas Savundaranayagam

in a| joint st tement condemned the Sri Lankan Air Force

bombmg of

e Jaffna Secreiariat, St. James’ Church and

hospitals calhhg it State Te:rorlsm The | Air | Force can-

mot |
'Govg appears |
admnmstnanorﬂ

The stateinent saysi

I We, Religious = Leaders|
from the Nith. ' belonging
to Hindu, Christian " and
Cathollc ' religions are gneved
‘and | dlsappmhted that the
etbnic conflict which | took
a very vrolen turn from the

| HEROES

| WEEK

Elaborate arrangements ;
i hdve been made all over
Ja&ffna to observe the
Heroes Weqk from 21-:27
November.

to have

(¢ontinued on Page 4)
| : ‘ |

|
{

retend mnocence about thez targets struck and the
abdlcated its
and for the safety and security of the people.

responsibility fi or

1983 rogrom against the
Tamils  has [not |shown any
change of direction towards
a |permanent seftlement of
th’e problem. Those engaged

in| the military [conflict on
bqth sides| will obviously

seek to Justxfy thexr acnons
based on their own princi-
ples and goals. |

We, however, ,would like
tq strongly | protest agamst
the actions of the Shri

Lankan ; Air Force which
seems to be guided by the

sqle motive of revenge and
strlkmg terror ‘among the
Tamsl People Following on

' the recent Poonakan opera-

[

ﬁlOnS,l the Arr force has
used its supersonic bombers |

to bomb the Jfaffna Secre- |
tariat| killing and injuring - |
the | Government |

several - »
(Continued to Page 6)

%Secretatlat Damaged &
Goth Agent !njured

. On the morning of | Nos
| vember 12 about | 8.30 Sri
| Lankan | Supersomc planes
' bombed |the | Jaffna Secret:
| ariat premlsqs | The| first
' bomb hit the Kachcheri
' and splnters| caused inJury
| to Mr. K, Mamdkavasagar,
| the Government Agent who
' was at his desk attendmv
to his dmles.z As the Sharp-
' nel hit| Mr, Mamckavasau
| gar, he ran ou. of hisiroom
| to reach the down stairs,

While he wis still on tht
stairs, a; second bomb wa
dropped | which hit his office
and it came tumbling down,
Mr. Manickavasagar | told
pressmen that it was fortut
nate that hel ran out of
| his ofi.¢e to the downstairs
because had he delayed, he
would have been killed by
the second | bomb which
| brought | his | oflice do“n.
| Mr. Manlckavasagar was
| admitied to| hospital for
| treatment.

| One man vsas killed and
| over 25 in Jured by|the attack
\on the ~Jaffna .Secretariat,
| Some of’ the| m_,ured were
,Staff attpched to the hos-
pltal while the others| were
| members| of ﬁhe pubhd who
' had gone to | the Kachc eri
‘to attend to their work
j there. | | | |

Roman| Cathollc
Church | ' Bombed
Sri Lankan supersonic jct
James

bo nbers bomfbed St

llospitals targefed

Church at| quunagar in
Jaffna town about 7.20 a. m
the followrng day, Novem-
ber 13.] St. 'James Church is
one ofl the‘ oldest and lar-
gest Roman Catholic chur-
ches in/ Jaf fha \'The Church
was completely damaged A
nursery school |nearby, two
shops and ten houses in the
neighbourhgo | were ' also
damaged. Ten persons were
killed 'on the spot aad over
30 injured Of the dead,
three belonged to the same
family. The bld>wn up parts
of the dead were collected
and |all  buried together
becaue not even a single
whole | body could be assems=
bled from the several pieces,

as ‘the bodies; had
been torn and charredf
Hindu Temp!e
Targéts
In the evening |of the
same | day| the supersonic

targeted the Nanthavil Am-
man temple at K.okkuvll
but pombs' feil |into| a land
on the rea sxde of the
emple, D.tmage to the tem-
ple was thus averted but
six houses (in the neigabour-
hood were .damagedeone of
which was | combleteiy dest-
royed., Eight persons suf-
fered injuries one of whom
lost one of hisf legsf and a
hand. |

On November 14, evemng
again Sri Lankan Au‘ Force
bombers attacked the Vaira-
var temple at Varany The
temple | wasu:ompletely des-

(Contmued to Page 6)
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Call a Spade a Spade -

It is State Terrorism

|
The rexplanatlon given by Det’ence Secretary, Gen.
Han’nlton Wanasmghe, at the ‘bomber|attack on| Jaffna
Kachcheri, and St. ameL] ,
nate is puerile and silly af ter the Hospltalsat ‘Kilinochchi
and Mulhyaw lai have been Bombed stubsec uently.’. { -«
The targjts bombe at Jaffna town are the Sec e-.
-tariat (i Kachcherl) Complex,\ the| Rontan atholic

-und ]Jaffna Hospltal near its entrance. This area
1CRC: control, Elspwhere, the Kilinochchi Hosp
‘the. Mull’yawalal hospltal have ‘also been ‘bombed.
. The Government Agent of Jaffna, Mt. K.
kavasagar who is the chief Government divilian offi-
cial |in the District and who is in charge of] entire
Government machmery was injured. and narrowly esca-
ped [death when his - ofhce | the Kachcherl walbomb-

ed. He was so confused and nfoundeu ter
injiry - he suffere thatt he dsked| the|question why
office about 25 miles | ‘away from oona‘,‘kan { (Where
the Sri -Lankan forces |suffered the worst loss so far)
was | bombed forgetting the, fact..that he himself. had
the - obligation to- lexplain the Governments conduct.
to the peoplel of Jaffna. ; [

Nobody can say: ﬁhat the lplaces bombe
difficult |to identify.:
occupy large ureas and| well mallked by 1dent1y sym-
bols to admit. any. confusion. The places attacked by
the Super Sonic. Jet bombers of the Sri Lankan Gove-

were

| rnment "are the places ¢onsidered most saFe and where -

people least expect an ,attack

The Jaffna- chretarlat ‘Comp]ex ts th nerve cen-
tre of all government activity. The Gover ment Agentf
‘who! functions from this office |is the (3
. chief . civilian |administrative official.| Yet| thi place
has . jbeen, bombed | {by the Government’s own Aijr ForCe

A Church is the place where people | mstlhcuvely ;

‘run for safety and the Government | usually |advises
people fo take shelter lin churches and temples when
its- florces 'go on’ murder1 mission. In sphteo the sanctity
attached [to places -of - worship, | the| . oldest [Roman
.Catholic Church in| Jaffna, St. James’
~bombed and ten - mvxhans have lost tthmrl lives. |
z The Jbombing of | hospitals 'is 4 war critme. At
Jaffpa the bomb did nat directly hlt the hospxtal
but exploded within about 50 yards ;w1thﬂn the safety
area | under ICRC control. At IQ]IHOGhChlr and Mulli-
yawah the hlts were ‘direct’ on the| hospitals and
repcrts said that regnant mothers WhOl ha
warded for delivery and infants dled at ,thqochchl,
apart ‘from injuries many |sick | persons« and staff,
attached .to both hospitals. | : x

We repeatthat the bombmg of hosplta]s is| awa; crime. "

The Government of|Sri Lanka has carried out bombing
on "three hospitals | w1th1n one week| and it|cannot
pretend that this was [not la retahatory attack on
innogents to aven -1ts loss at Poonakcn ;

| In fact: these boknbmgs are threats cpnveyed
to.-all Tamils showimg the Government’s dapabihty lof
Killing . evEryone of| them wheresq)ever they- may_hope
to find- safety,. In‘ other words |it i§ stae trron{sm
augmented- by barbane' war crimes. 1

i Acts of wanton: ,murder estructlo d dese—
cration of places of wo! Shlp in the reugn f te or-un-
leastﬁad by the Government (in Tamil| Eelay s now
openly becone def f even mternatlona law by tlhe
perpetratlém of waﬁacnmes. t ,

D. B. Wijetunge speaks of “teftoris ’ su e]yih
events following Poonal(arl éttaek should clearty- h Ip
to identify who the terfonsts and war criminals are.

[ ndependent and mtern tional opinion \will fhave| to call

a spa1de a spade.. identify the SuYLanlt.an_l
ment| as tel'IOl'lSl and cnmmal
| |

Church, Jaffna was- unfortu- -

sunder

-James’” Church'and a plice weli w1th,1nthe Safety Zone aro- i
E%l tal and ‘

Manic-

he
they are too well known _and

overnment’s. .

hur¢h, has been ,

been -

|
i
l
J
{

NO NEED TO DESPAIR - mmAmcs

NlUsT BE UN

UERSTOOD

i
All that cpncern manifes-

ted by  Mr. fGamml Fonseka,
Députy Speaker of the Sri
Lankan Parhament to the
effect thatt there was . no
prbper leader to lead the
country and that the LTTE
would even walk  into
Colombo, arises| from his
failure| to | understand and
péprec‘l te the dynamics of
the present situation. Cer-
tainly L}amini Fonseka
1s not | to lje blamed. He'is
one of| the wvery few Sinhala
leaders| Stl“ under the illusion
that the Slphalese and the
Tamlls can live under the
sa:me pollty as friends and
quals On | his own Jadmis-
sion, Mr E‘onseka is| not| a
pohtxman but had been
drawn |into | |the UNP by the
late Premdeﬂt Mr. Premadasa
and Mr Eonseka  believed
he could serve the | people
and especullly Ruhuna from
where he hails. Already Mr.
Fonsek s :experiencing
d1 ficu t1es w1th1n his own
pqrty , hl# quest to serve
thy pe ple honestly. | He is
now turther troubled by the

swiftness with | which the
LTTE smashed up the Sinhala
Njilitarr' complex at Poona-
kari. | ; I l i
chlan Ra akaruna-
nayake’s éuestmn

ng ucian Rajakarunana—
yaj he well - l;nown journ-
al] st s laid bare another
falsehood hlch receives its
echo everywhere not because
oﬂ its contl:nt but because
of the elevated ‘position of
the speaker of that falsehood.
Mr. Rajakarunanayake in an
inﬁmitable
thse valldlt of the state-
ment |of | President. D. B,
leetupge tbat | there exists
no ethnic ﬂ)roblem but only
H‘termrist {problem.|In an
i

erview to the B.B.C.
Ir. Rajakarunanayake posed
the question whether a band
‘of terrorists cou'd act with
such high 1

motivation |ag
gwmg theu* own lives | to
‘ smashi ’up nhlnary positions,
Mr. Rtajakarunanayake in

effect |denied the President’s

ertlon He also said that
th LTT]ES attack  on
Poonal&an had brought con-
cern; anger frustration and
al) sorts of . similar feelings
amongst the Sinhalese. It is

' the same feeling that| is said

‘to] havq enveloped the Sinhala
prulaCe that .has generated
arixxety in Mr. Fonseka and
led hu&] to |despair that there

is| no propler leader among
the Sinhalese to lead the

cotuntry and fear. an, LTTE
march | on Folombo
ler Eonséka may well try
to. find thd answer to the
qLJestxoh " posed by . Mr.
?Jak runana:ake and then

w1ll’ certaxnly find himself
X 0% mTa eontraldmtory- -position

to|Mr. | D. B. Wijetunge.  He
will find [that the Tamil

{

jay has challenged -

‘ings beiween

youths who - brave to fight. |
the armed forces| of | his
government are motlvatedt
by the spirit of llberty and
are not in anyway enamoured
by the power of the weapons |
they  carry - much |less do |
they want -to terronze any- |
body.
Baseless Fear | ‘ ;
Mr. Fonseka: must realize
that the , armed resistence
to Baudha - Sinhala chau-

. vinism-is' not anti-- Sinhalese

or anti - Buddhist. It is purely
and simply a manifestation
of the will of the Tamil
people to free .themselves
from, the rule and overlord- |
ship 'of the Sinhalese and
this armed resistence arose |
because all arguments, '‘and
pleadings were ignored  and
completely peaceful - civil
disobedience to. win rights
were trampled: under govern-
ment’s military boots |and
Tamils  taught to  behave!

KUMARAN

through the agency | of thugs
and hooligans. Even today
the Tamil aim is jo get rid |
of the Sinhala Army from
the Tamll ho elancF In this|
context M.r F nselsta s fearsl
of Tiger| troops imarching
into Colombo seems to bel
one engendered by the Sin-
hala politicians with whom
he had made th4 m1$take*
of aligning in order to serve
undoubtedly the | altruistic
motive of serving the people,
especially those of Ruhuna.
It certainly can be the fancy
of the Sinhala politicians
but Mr. Fonseka being intrin-
sically no politician of the
traditional type can do a

little| re - thinking which can
lead him to a proper under-|

standing of the dynamics of
the situation.

Conflict of Interests
and Aspirations

+ Mr. Fonseka will no doubt
understand, that all the|Sin-
halese people - irrespective!
of party | affliations grieve
at the smash - up -of the!

“ Poonakari Military complex.

Whether it be the leaders!
of the Government/or of the
Opposition-all are very angry
and : the so-called |‘national
press’ leaves no stone untur-
ned in retaining and main-
taining the racial| bigotry.
What Mr. Fonseka may not
know is the reaction of the
Tamil man - the | ordinary
Tamil man going about in

‘the streets of Jaffna - to the

Poonakari smash - up. Every |
Tamil is 'happy and pleased |
with the LTTE’s achievement |
and this  will be true. of |
even the |quisling Tamils in|
Colombo, though: they can-

not make any public admis- -

sion,|
Aund this diffeljent \aud
matually  contradictory feel-

the | Sinhalese
and Tamils over one incident

is a clear indlcator of t e
fact that the asplratlons of
the Siohalese and Tamils
are d:fferent. and co-tradlb-
tory. There is fuo need to
remind | Mr. Fonseka thht
not a single Sinhala tPar'y-
UNP, SLFP or any[ other
left - party - had ever been
able to win the conﬁden

on| the Tamil people | dun:g

| all| these years.

There is no commupity of
interest between the two
peoples. In. fact ithere is !a

conflict of mthrests and

aspirations. In this oontext

what honest people amongst
the Sinhalese have to dp is
ask themselves the qut-snonp,
‘How can two peoples thh
SO dlfferent and confhctmg
aspirations and interests be
kept in one polity w:thotlt
conflict?’

Of course, a r;atwnal an‘s-
wer to  this |question cannot
arise, if one allows -oneself

to be moved by the hysterics

of the Baudha Sinhala
clergy, or the hypocrlsy of
the Sinhala |politicians aﬂd
press.  People who do not
want to make pohtlcs a
living or who are not power
hungry can, if they reason
out arrive at only one con-
cluswn, and that s that
Tamil  Eelam ls a |nati
by itself.
honest man' sees this fact
hel will tell the Sinhala
people 'that Tamil Eelam |is
entlltleq to |be independent
and that Smhala Rata shall
be Tamil Eelam’s | closest
friendly neighbour and all
the military expenditure and
shedding of blood and
tightening of belts ai‘e un-
necessary.

No Need to Despalr

If such.a leader is| found,
there is no|room fot' des-
pair. Let us hope that the
honest |among the Sinhalese
do not despair |but | come
out of! the grlps of the He-
gemonists and chauvxnxsts of
both Government and Oppo-
sition and tell the Sinhalese
the true dynmamics of the
situation- which | will| make
Tamil Eelam a reality| sooner
or| later. That! would be
better for both peoples-and
we believe that Mr. Gamini
Fonseka can himself| begin
to think afresh| which. will
dispel ali despalr and instil
hope.

Sir. P. Ramanathan

'Remembered |

The Hindu Association of
the Jaffna University con-
ducted a special poojah at
Sri  Parameswarar | temple
within | the University pre-
mises ‘on Friday, Noyember
19, to mark Guru - §Poojt:1h
of| Sir' P. Ramanathan.

Prof.)  A: Thuraxrajah
Vice-Chancellor of the Um-s
versity. | garlanded the lnfes
size portralt of Sir P. Rama-
nathan  placed in the Board
Room of the Umversny,

The ' dz2y some
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IS NOT ST

THEN WHAT Iy IT?

What we have seen with
our own eyes, what we
thave heard with our own
ears and what we have
‘witnessed in person, is truth,
and nothing but the truth.

Terror struck mercilessly
thard in the heart of the
Jaffna peninsula and other
thickly populated centres.
Clearly and convincingly it
struck not once but five times
within a short period cf 72
hours beginning from Friday
the 12 th. of Nov. 93. On
each occasion it struck not
any military. camp of the
Tigers, but 100% innocent

thousands of poor fisher
families around. The third
was the premises of the
Government Teaching Hos-
pital  within the security
zone declared and' super-
vised by the ICRC. A fourth
was the attack on Vairavar
Hindu Temple at Varani
and the fifth was a second
Hospital at Kilinochchi-the
only hospital for a whole
district. There is no sign of
the government stopping
this rage of madness and
terror, but the voice of the
innocent  dying and 'the
cloud of dust rising from

confrontation between the
State forces and the Tigers.

Running away from the
battlefield and attacking an
innocent population elsewhere
by aerial bombings and ran-
dom shellings=can = only be
the savage and barbaric acts

S. RATNARAJAH

of c¢o vards in uniform. Bu!,
can ‘this form of retaliation
done with  arrogance and
hatred, disrespeciing all in-
ternational laws of -war, ‘b2
in anyway ‘be justified by
any civilized sgovermment? A
shameful aud inhunmsan .act

E

G

What is left the name - board of Jaffna
: Uthayan

Secretariat

Courtesy
Government attacks its
own citizens and loyal

servants

©n ‘tle moming cof [ ith.
Nov 1993, :a duy before the
Tamil:festival «of Deepavali,

i

e

T
-

% The Jaffna Secretariat after attack by Super Sonic,

-

>

Courtesy:

The injured 'G.A, Mr. K. Manickavasagar

-

‘Belanatham

civilian and sacred targets
killing  innocent  people
and destroying government
and sacred buildings. Why
is this horror against the
innnocent?

At first it  was directed
against the only Secretariat
of the .Sri Lankan Govern-
ment .n the North - the
Jaffna Kachcheri, housing
the Government Agent and
other government servants.
The second target was the
Catholic church of St.James’
at ‘Gurunagar, which was
the ‘sacred refuge for the

.Forces,

the debris of ‘these  crum-
bling buildings cry out for
justice.

The death, ‘destructionand
the hundreds seriously woun-
ded in these five incidents-
these alone-go ito prove be-
yound doubt ithe :clear in-
tentions of ithe SriLankan
Government and its Armed
These attacks were
taking place in the heart of
the densely populated city
of Jaffna and other places
which were more than 20-30
miles away from Pooneryn-
the place of the military

to-attack imnozent civilians,
worshippers andeven:its own
'loyal servants!

A' brief ddescription of at
least ‘two of ‘these .incidents
will :unmask the barbarous
acts of a ;government ithat
;accuses:all its Tamml oppon-
cents .as terrorists and atithe
same time descend to such
low. depths of cruelty to
very poor innocent civilians
who are cither worshippers,
refugees, patients or helpless
public.

Inside view of St. James® Church, Jaffna deliberately bombed by Super Sonic Jet Bombers.

ths roads of the Jaffna city
were lined with ‘hundreds
of 'bicycles, children -going
to schools, men geing ‘to
waork and women :going 'to
the few co-gperatives 'to get
ithe provisions for the ifestive
Dezepavali week --end.

The 'silence -and ‘security
f 'the:night was broken for3
several ‘hours by shells ang

mortars fired off from
Mandaitiva army camp
merely as a retaliation ‘for

some attack going on else-
where .and simply in ithe
direction .of the population.

Cotirtesy: Uthayan

During the few seconds
between the sound of ejection
of ithe shell and ithat wof
‘the “fall, ‘the few lakhs wof
innoeet survivors rput:their
lands 'to their ‘breasts, ‘hold
‘their ‘breath and rpray ttheir
igouds “tizat cthey e sspared
frrom ttive ‘hlast ssheéll,

Barly o moning rumours
teached Fiffna ihat Thamil
Tigers ‘hove made .qpsuicide
attack ‘that might.on tthetbig
maval -and army campsithat
sedled the Riffna jpedinsila
inito «a prison--ipeninsdlaifor
the 'last ‘three wyears. (Consi-
deriny therinhunvan-sdffering
‘tire widle ropulation owas
undergoing @8 @ wesult of
ithis army and waval canip,
the peop'e -were happy that -
at  last :the hindranze for
survival has been removed
and a passage for the rest
of the Tamil areas of Kili-
nochchi and Mannar districts
have been opened.

But with a sigh of relief
they .all we:t to their schools
ard to ‘their .offices to do
their (duty. The government
officers of the Juffna Kach-
cheri wwith ‘their able leader
the G.A.Mr. Manickavasagar
were on itheir desks for
work, Unlike their fortunate
counterparts in the south,
they had:'no air-conditioned
~rooms nor lights nor fans

to do their services. The
public of Jaffna, a half - .
alive and undernourished
population, who have either
cycled over five miles or.
walked overitwo miles from
different parts of ithe penin
sula were gathered hope-
fully sinside:and outside sthe
Kachcheri tojget their woes
redressed. The silent ‘and
sorrowful crowd had come:
seeking :aid for susvival -
‘Salaries bélated, pensions
not given formonths, relief
not granted, umdble ‘to get
a 'place among :the 20 :for
the mextship 'to Trinco, ‘and
so ‘on. They were:all replied,
and with supersonic ‘speed -
not by ‘the iofficers ‘of ‘the
Kachcheri. ‘but by . ‘the
Government’s Air Force ‘of
‘D. B, Wije.

The time ‘was 8.35 a:m.
The Pukkara and ‘Supers

( Continued on Page )
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s A view of the bombed Jaffna Serretar‘at S Courtegy;

Uthavan,

ulde View Of St Jawmes cauren. People are busy removing debris and collecting

muulated’ purts of human bodlcs of the dead

G'trees or the ©Old: Park, send-
[ing ‘two huge: bombs:on the
'iny govermnPnt secietarit
nSmcv'al.l.the loyal; but
m\L :e‘rvauus' of . the

uynlané dru:d on 1he 5pot
“*Thc G.A, who did-somuch

o behl - of .he n\_)velnmcnt
and lhc pogr ' pcopte “of
Jd‘ .n und 'his - -assistants

_ye' " buried,
same tume the killers started

The i ear-struck population
g sped for, breath and exclai-
med, ‘‘Is this not Terrorism
of the State against its own
children and loyal servants?”’

And a Cgistian paster
exclaimed, ¢if that be the
fate of the green wood,

what would happen to the

dry ones?’?

Goverament destroys and
desecrates Church with
Refugees, and worship-
pers

The shock of the previous
day has not yet subsided

-and the victims were not

almost at the

Courtesy: Uthayan

Frcntal Vlew of : the damdged aJa'tna ssSecretariatif-}; Courtesy. Uthayan

Spolight STITE TERRORIS

Picture above shows the damaged o fice of the Govt
Agent. Piciure below shows the damaged Conference

Room at the Secretariat.

—Courtesy: Uthayan

Heroes'...
(Continued from Page 1)

Annually Heroes® Week is
celebrated during 21 - 27
November to commemorate
the memory of the LTTE
heroes who laid their lives
in the fight for independence
and freedom for the Tamuil
homeland. November 27 ma-

rks the day when a Tiger
fighter for the first time laid

his life in the altar of sa-
crifice for the Tamil Eelam
cause.

The streets have been gaily
decorated and | portraits of
Tiger martyrs exhibited at
various places. Voluntary
social service activities too
have been planned for a
whole week.

R

flying.: over . Jaffna. Nov.

13th, being a Saturday, a
day for the Jaffna Catho-

lics to honour Mary, the
mother of Jesus, there was
no public worship that morn-
ing at St, James. The Parish
Priest was away for a week
at Pandaterruppu to make
his annual spiritual exerci-
ses. Rev. Fr. R. Jayaceelan
conducted the worship in the
neighbouring church of Our
Lady of Miracles. The: ser-
vice was over by 7.10 a.m.
The Deacon Rev. G. Arul-

:nesan who assisted him was

back at St. James’ Priest’s
house, the cook was around,
some of the reiugees were
inside and on the verandah
of the church, = - |

-emm mmr

~rese up for miles

Sharp at 7.20 a.m. the
characteristic noise of the
supersonic jets were heard,
people ran inside the church
and towards the church, but
the Pilot targeted his bombs
right therein. He was the devil
that rushed in where angels
fear to tread. Two bombs

ripped open the central part
of the church and of the prie-

st’s house, blasted that mas-
sive structure, 50 meters tall
pillars and 3 meters thick
walls crumbled into a heap
blasting many into titbits
and burying other worship-

ping refugees underneath.
The cloud of dust out of

those century old structures

above

like incense to the Almighty.
May the blood and ash of
these innocent victims keep
rising to Him for mercy
and justice, Only that pour-
ing rain. minutes after the
attack, could settle down this
cloud as a sign of answer
to the anger of the popu-

lation.
\

In pouring rain people
stood for hours digging the
heap of rubble for maimed
bodies, The large crowd
around including the Bishop
and the repres:ntative of the
ICRC stood shocked and
grieved.

Where angels fear to tread
in, the State forces rush in!
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Pooneryn

Debacle aml Disaster !

Wair_ is- the[ hlghest form
of struggle betw n nations,
states, c]asses or| political
groups and all the laws of

_war are | applied | | by them

_be

‘while being offensive,
‘volve the tactics of 'defence
“and retreat.

for the purp&se of achrev-
ing v1ctory for themselves.
A revolutionary war should
in. the offenswe. It
cannot be conservatlve. At
the same time it should,
in=

Velublllal Pira-

“ bakaran has /jexhiH;ited these

principles of jwar |in no un-
certain: terms | and] has even

~excelled great mlhtary leaders

~there must not be

like Mao Tse Tung.
ords of

True the
Karl Marx tlhat When once
an armed uprising is started,
a 'mo-

~ment’s" pause  in the attack,

. well-planned | and
_attack a.gamst thej

Pirabakaran |has- |taken the
war to the enem’y by his
organised
Sri Lan-
kan. government’s ,well-fortr-
fied mlhtaryl colnplex at
Pooneryn as well [as to the
Nagalhevanthpral naval base

“ revamped with- modern equ-

“the

3 'Penmsula,
- Tigers

ipments | and| facilities like
Central Momtormg Radar
System. After fOperation
Yarldevi’ Cecil Waidyaratne
boasted that | the, Sinhila
army had tanght hlesson to
Tigers ‘thatf it could
walk inti anb p#t of! the
if it ‘wanted.
\allowed | the Sin-

“hala army ‘to' walk in to-

"wards Kilaly and carried out

" an attack at | Pulqpalal that
" forced the anhala army to

retreat with hea loss_

.. Coup dangér

. an ythmg about

~ ethnic prob].em but

" ratne . too, who

Since. the attacl% on Poo-

neryn, Ptesulent in jetunge
is silent  and ' has not said

'his recent
tltere is no
only a

terrorist | prablem in the
North East. Cecﬂ Wiadya-

Yvas bois-
terous and threatend journa-
lists who reported  correct
facts about his

discovery that

thing. Contrary tol army re-

- ‘gulations and Icodes of.condu-

- ct'of officrals

the érmy com-

mander | hadt an in-

gtvEln
“'terview | to | a newspaper

. in his: interview.

¢.cians have been

touchmg onlpohtlcal ques- -
* ‘tions.

Thxs mtex‘vrew, he
caused - to be pnnted in
large - numbers and dropped
from: hehcopters, Unlike
any of his predecessors,
Cecil has- revealed: his in-
clinations towards politics
This: is a
new trend in' Sti . Lankan
politics. | The army/has grown
up in size and “the' politi-
feeding it

¢ with: power and more power,
With a |weak President . like

Wijetunge and the UNP

< terribly: divided - within. -
- self; ceven thnughi«lt is: not:

publicly exhlbtled,xthe SLFP

i

l(xlaly de- '
bacle, has not ‘uttered’ any- .

-formed

! pers ons .

sans’ Anura ~ and the left
wing parties in disarray,
Cecil might have the idea of
a. coup, as: had been done

in many South Asian coun--

tries. o} 51

Sinhala Concept
Pooneryn ~ disaster and

debacle (according to the

“Army  Chiefs) have 'opened

the eyes of theSinhalese.
Even the government - owned
Daily News and the Sunday
Times commented editorially
and- have said that negotia-

“tions for a settlement! of the

ethnic issue should commence
forthwith, Journalist Mr.

S. Thiagarajah

Amal | Jayasinghe in - his
interview to the BBC has
said that Pooneryn attack is
a. turning point and | that it
has revealed. the limitations
of the army and shown.|to

,the government ‘what could

be eXpected from the army
Former Air Force Comman-
der, Harry Gunatileke has
said that the Smhala army
cannot defeat the Tigers-and
has advocated a settlement
through foreign agencies like
SAARC, if not UNO or
the Commonwealth. Can the
Tamils. be satisfied with
these sentiments? lt is  not

that these people are lovers of
_Tamils and statesmen

Er grant
the lost rights of the amlls.
They are all in some way
or other influenced by
Majority Sinhala Buddhist
Chauvinistic Concept. They

‘want some form of devolu-
 tion under a federal set - up

_to be given to the Tamils.
" s/ this enough for the Tamils

after all the sufferings and
devastations received from
the Sinhalese?

'What have the Sinhalese
not done to“the Tamils 'to

‘given to all, if the Sinhala

: government?

‘pradicate ‘them from Ceylon?
/A1l possible atrocities were
meted out to Tamils. Have
the - Sinhalese treated. the,
Tamils: as their equals?
Successive governments in
Sri Lanka engaged or encour-
aged political genocide of
the Tamils by various means
and methods. Recently, when

‘the war was going on about
‘Twenty

five 'miles away.
Pooneryn, the Sri Lankan
Air Force bombed the Jaffna
Kachcheri and St. James

:iChurch, one of the oldest

Catholic Churches in Tamil
Eelam. If the government
is' bent on destroying its own
admintstrative centre | just
because it is in Jaffna, one

"can imagine to what extent

it will go in its acttempt to
annihilate the Tamils. So, can
the Tamils accept anything
less | than Tamil® Eelam?

Tamils were never allowed

to live in peace and harmony
by the Sinhalese. Separation
is the only. solution.

Tamll Eelam

‘ Even affer the Pooneryn

debacle, the  government
leaders, SLFP leader Sirimavo
and left party leaders are
bent only on a military
solution. All of them lament
the lack of a proper leader to

ﬂlead the Sinhalese to. victory. |

Smmavo .wants the country

' to be placed on awar footing.

Gamini Fonseka fears that
Pirabakaran may lead an
army into Colombo itself.
Sunday Island has editorially
commented that compulsory
military training should be

nation is/ to be saved from
the Tamils. In this context
what else is there for the
Tamils, except to establish
theirr own Tamil' Eelam

'In your esteemed issue of
31. 10. 93, you are blaming
the President very severely.
So do all the three Tamil
publxcatlons coming out m
Jaffna,

1 very, strongly, feel that
the President has done the
greatest seryice 1o the caltse
of Eelam. |

" ITamils too.

“ivery .fast as well.
. 'means Eelam can be: achie-

l’resndent lluetnnge and Admission fo
Universities on Ethnic Ratio

Earlier by denying ethnic

" problem and‘ pointing ® out

fthat there is only terrorism,

he alienated all the Colombo |
Now he is
‘\alienating the- entire Tamil

- istudent ‘population. This is

bound to  swell: the ranks '
lof the LTTE! heavily' and
This -

. ved much faster than we
thought.
S. Alagaratham
Urumplral

No Relief to Victims of War

The ‘Govt. Agent has
that: . 1nstruct1dns
have  been' received from
the governrent to ~stop ‘all
rellef payments to af fected

by the ‘Sri -Lankan- forces.

in-» ‘

resxdent m Jaffna'
and other areas naot. oc,_cupred

Relief payments were made
to :the families' of  persons

iwho ' were. killed or to per- "

: isons disabled by the war from -

the Relief and Rehabilitation -
Fund. In| terms of the new

linstructions no payments will .
hereafter 'be made to fami-
llies- and! persons in areas

‘where the “Wwar’ rages.

-account.,

- alleged
‘ Nations’

- gible results
-cently.intervened | in the cases

_the "UNO

‘Metliu» C”iew , ’ ;
UN(] and the Nationalities l’roblem

With the 'end of the Cold
War, the struggles of  natio-
nalities : have gained- momen-
tum the world over. Increa-
sing number ‘of armed
liberation struggles' all' over
the world: and 'the: electo-
ral victories scored by poli-
tical . parties, which demand
self-rule, show this clearly.
Now  this fact has even
been  accepted by Butros
Butros Ghali, the Secretary-
General of the United
Nations and he has sounded
a warning.

‘“The reason for the civil
wars taking place in the world
at present, is- due to the
non-resolution of the natio-
nalities” problem in the
respective countries. Inter-
national peace and: harmony
is being threatend on this
Hence!| no " state
could « ignore : nationalities-
problem. If these countries

-fail to 'resolve the nationa-

lities’ -problem ‘even now,
it might lead the United
Nations Organisation  to
intervene to resolve the nati-
onalities’ problem in. those
countries’’. This is the warn-
ing sounded by the Secretary-
General of thel UNO in
reference to' the Nationali-
tles problem. '

Thts warnmg by the Secre-
tary - General of the UN is

applicable to those govern- :

ments. which have created

‘disharmony and | threat to

international | peace by their

- endeavour to find . a military

solution to the nationalities’
problem. But it is a moot
point as to| how far this
is. practicable and to what

. extent the UN-could pursue

the matter.

This arises because, fol-
lowing the termination of
the Cold War, it is being
that the United

Organisation  is
functioning as a tool of the
United States of America. It
cannot be said that there is no
truth in the laccusation. The
measures taken by the UNO
too, conform to the foreign
policy adopted by the Ame-
rican administration. It is
now well known that UNO’s
position as a common world
body has changed ' and that
it follows different appro-
aches in respect of different
regions  Or states.

Again, the UNO ‘has not
- succeeded in - achieving -tan-
where

of nationalilies’. problems.
Bosnia alone is  sufficient
example for this. Although
some years have lapsed,

‘prevent' the genocide being

" committed  on the ' Bosnian

. problem..

it: re- -

is not  able to -

Muslims by the Serbs and
Croats and the intervention
of the UNO

in  Somalia |

too, has 'developed into a |

great crisis,

Hence the past as well

as the present experiences |
show that the dirzct UN in- |
tervention has not succeeded |

whether it be  on @ nation-
lities*! - issues” or' conflicts
between states. These | in-
terventions only resulted in
the UN. confronting econo-
mic crises: as well as | in-

curring loss of human lives.

Under these circumstances,’

the UN should arrive at a
general policy in regard| to
nationalities: waging - strug-
gles, before
on direct
the nationalities’ problem.

it| contemplates |
intervention ' on |

Accordingly, |the UN- sho- |
uld first recognise the right |

to  self -~ determination , of
those nations struggling: to
achieve their liberation. Such
recognition will not only
raise the status of struggling

nationalities but also impose |

a. compulsion -on states
indulging in oppression - and

force them to seek’ a political i

solution to the Nationalities’

to yield results; then |the

If that - too - fails

UNO may impose an econ- |

-omic embargo on such states, |

If the UNO' adopts such |

measures, then the UN itself

will be able to avoid several |

problems
economic

including  huge
criscs.  Further,

 this problem is not something

new. to the. UNO. When the
Soviet Union got, dissolved,

its fifteen states individually

_ the UNO not only recognised |

as separate states, but also |
admitted them as its member- |

states| and the recognition
already granted to

the |

Palestinian people’s | right to |

self - determination,

be clted as examples in this
respect.

| If = the United Nations’
Organisation - | takes

could |

such |

decision, not only the charge

being lévelled against it, as

being a tool of the USA
will vanish, but will reduce |
its great econ:omic? burden |

Otherwise,
to

as well.
continues

iffi-it |
be a: body |

implementing American fore- |

ign policy, as

is |presently |

alleged, UN intervention will |

be regarded

as. American |

intervention and American |

forces. Instead of| solving

problems; this will complicate |

problems further. | This
patent from history.

is |

| EELANA’I‘H;AM ‘
' Editorial of 11.11.93 |
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l{ (. Bishop wntqs o l’rhsﬂen

The big and ancwnt St. James’ Chu(ch \J afJna

1s‘ sot smaller than any Chtholac Church in Colopnbo‘
or Negombo. It was reduced o a heap of rubble
burying underneath several mulilated bodies by |Air
quca bombing. The Dcfence Secretar s explana-]
tion that the bombing of the Church was | an ;mz-;
fommate miss, 1S unaocej)tqble to tmy sam‘ citizen
The| Governm nt must p’ay eomﬁemL
sation |to the victims aml the Chmch |
Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas S vumlam(myagam, sthop of |
qddressed o
PrQszdem of Sri Lanka "

f Jaffna

Jaffna (R. cl Church
My. D. B, anetunge

in a lettey

connectios with the Azf F« yce bombtng of Qt James

Church Jaffna.

x

The Bishops letter nadlv 3

We have already lnf ormed
Your .Excellency, ‘by a
message sent through the
1.C.R.C. on Saturday
13/11.93 about |the | death
and destruciion | caused by
the aerial bomb - attack on
St,James’ Church, Gurunagar,
- Jaffna Town on lhdt mormhg
at 7.20.: | | ‘

Of the two supersoqlc
Jets flying over |the [ Town,
one dived suddenly & above
the Church and released two
heavy bombs which dlrectély
hit the main body of this
big Church. Poor and help-
. less people filled with fear
of| aerial and shell attacks
usually take refuge in the
Church, trusting that the
Forces wn]l respect the sacred
~ places | worship.  The
massive explos:on of tWo
heavy bombs at its centre
was too much| and in |a
split second this big and
ancient| Church, | not smaller
than any catholic Church
that you see in Colombo or
Negombo, was a heap of
rubble burying | underneath
several mutilated boqles and
injuring seriously several who
were inside| the Church and
in| the adjoining house .Of
the Priest. Lo i

| i (

| It iwas not only thls blg
Chureh but also |the | blg
Mission house, the Parish
Hall land {the I}Iursery which
were! completely damaged.

lebs of the dead were
rtrewh aRl over the area. |
Wheri’ I rushed to the scene |
along with some priests, I
was |shocked |to see !that§

heauﬂ ful and anc:erwt Chrrch {,

reduced to a huge mass of |
rubb on seeing a cloud |
of smoke rising al?ove } the |
own, a large crowd of |

parist ioners and people of |
the Town had gathered around |
that place,  They stoad dazed, |
shocked ahd grlevej at what |
had become of their dear |
ones vand thelr dear Church. |
|

The Vlctlms | t
; In pouring rain and without |
sroper utensils or machmes, }

people sttuggled hard to dig |
the heaps= in search of| the |
dead | bodﬁe, ht took several
hours of very | hard ‘labour |

bo states ;

dasl ardly adt o
'Fonce
much loss of lnfe destructlon :
. of a huge place of worshlp
7 and other buildmés of bu lic

How was lt pdssnble ? |

The 'Church | stood so
ma;estlcally ithh :three huge
domes, any pnlot wnth normal
sight would have |easily seen
thi sw&ed place from miles
away. |Besides there| were
nelther | Tiger camps nor
any susplcrous actmty any-
where near| this Church.
Hence all oﬁ us are convin-
ced beyond 1doubt that the
attack could| not| have been
a mxss of someA target. It
was a dlrect and clear hit

| at the Churbh and all that

was around It. We can oaly

‘ coqclude that it was probably

a retaliation| to what had
happened 2) mlles away at
Pooneryn |

The Responsnbillty

\four Defence Secretary,
Mrt Hamllton Wanasmghe
has tried to| explain |t - away
as an tmfortﬁunate miss of
target. put it is unac eptale
to | any sane cmzen of
Jaffna %vho kno s h it
happene wh re it hapd-
ened. It is our sncere and
humble opu;uon rthat the
Goyern ent should aceept
full res onsxhxht for this
mé A‘r

caused

’whlch has

services | to poor bhlldren

1

Remuneutwn for the j
Vletlms

All those dead and serlou-
sly! wounded are, very poor
people \who| had not| even
the| means to bury their| dead.
We haw"e tried to. meet |a
part of | thosp expenses. We
vouch that these j\uctuhs are
mnocent and very poor civi-
hans and we request| Your

' Exeellem‘y tbat the familie

State Terror...

(Contmued from Page 1)
troyed. Seven persous were
injured. A number of houSes
were also damaged

Hosp!tals bombed

Sri Lankan Supersonic jets
also bombed the safety zone
around Jaffna Hospital on
November 13, Saturday about
2.30 p. m. The bombs were
dropped within 50 yards of
the main entrance to the
Jaffna Hospital. This area
is| under ICRC control.
Doors, windows and tiles
of| the Jaffna Hospital were
broken and fell to |pieces.
Outerwall of the Out Patxents

Department came tumbhpg‘

down. | Glass shutters of

some vehicles thhm the hos-

]

to recover the mutnlated\
persons and the dea bodies. |
Ten are alreatgey confirmed |
dead. and| amang ﬂiose 30
persons s.nolisly (mjured
there are| elderly | women,
girls |and |children ‘who | are
still in htpspxtal !
pital| were shattered Two

Secutity guards of |the hos-
pital |a Red-Crhss Volupteer
worker, |and |an |infant in
the hands| of awoman {who
ru~hed into the hospxtal for

safet}y were injured. |

. Again Sn I,.ankan Super-|
somq jets targeted | the Go-
vernment hospmal at Kilino-
chchi on Monday, Novem-
ber 15 ab¢ut 11.15 d.m. | The
hosprtal came jin for dlrect'
hlt. (Al 1wards in the .hos-
pxtal were| badly damaged
A prégnant woman lwho| had
been a mntted f to i the
hosp tal for dellvery and | two
;mfants dked They wqre in
the matérmty} ward. Sxx;
others wene seriousl;t in Jured
1Apax§t from patlentq and hos-

pital staf £,
number of other| passengers

to Jaffna held up at Kili-

nochchl who were in  the
houses close by | when the
bombmg took place Many

suf fered less senOus in juries.

On the same 'day about

2.30 p.,m Supersomcs bom-

beti the | Mulhyawalax Hospxtal

in | the | Mullamvu District.

Accordlhg to urcports { from
Mullaxtwu | several |people

wete in Jured §and the hospita]
sut’fered damages. The hos-
pltal was completely deserted

as the staff and patients took '

to | theux‘ heels in bamc

i

‘New Era Publﬁcattdns,

Luckshm1 buudmg, DutchRd,

‘ Katvnyankadu, Jatffna.,‘

14 (Coitmued from
.Agent of Jalfna

Mam kavasagar - bemg ;ene
~of ﬂos‘- | in,ured. | 1t has
_bomn

: Qvorslhp-th St.
_ Street,

: house of |God

the e were |a.

k

B. Muetnnge cm Immhmg 0i §t. James’ (}Imrfcll

(»Lf the victims |be given K a
reasonable | compensation| to
survive in their handicapped
sttuatlon | |

Reconstntchoﬁ of the
(‘Ehureh ; f

| The|damage tg 132Lyear old
Churc comparable to any of
the biggest churches lli Colom-
bo is m'epai'able4 A Church of
that heaut* ana size cannot
b;e built by us even for Rs.50

work. Here too, We appeal
to Your, Excellenoy for the
maxlmum possxble compen-
satlon : 1

Our fervent appeal to
'the| Air Forces of the
Goyernment |

Though the Arnted Forces
' have expressed their intent-
ions only to| hit| at (Tiger
targets, ‘more than often

;the (hit has non innocent
§c1v11!ans ‘and refugees Our

'main Cathedral, many other

jchurches and| people
;them have o%ten been

inside
the

victims ;in he past. As I

| write thls letter, i get the

| sad |

news th at | ‘ another

- Catholic 'Chutch-St Theresa’s

iat

Kllmochchl land  its

| adjoining Pnest s house has

 been heavily| damaged by

| aerial bombntg

mllhon today But i‘or ithe

thousands of behevers around
this dhstroyed ;Chutch 'we
need to put up| i mmedlately
at least a| falrly largs hall
of ptayer, a | small house
for the priest, 1a shed for

Hence our | appeal to the

| Air| Forces,| through the
' good offices lof Your
| Excellency, to stop these

' aerial bombmgs which have

the sdhool etc. No'hing, not |

even 8 wnhdow was| spared |
,i“ llni destruc |?n P ol

V ;
Henpe qk/e need at  least
ten mllhon rupees tor do thns
‘ ot

i i

gone on in| splte of our

protests. | Please mstruct your
Forces to ablde by Inter- .

| national | Laws which respect

| areas of civilian p pulation

| and| especiall
' of worshidy. |

sacred places

!
|

|

[
Goivt H S.. |
Page‘l)
M. | | K-

d a plaee
Cataho-

Jamjs
lic Church on| thé Main

Jaffna
that large a. ‘
and killing
dmzehs It has

zone; around | the | Jaf

General Hospital damaging |

the hospjtal
panic| among
and the publxc
reports thﬁt thF Government
Hospitals

Mulli; avalai have also been
bombed. The atket block

and | striking |
the | patients | without | exception,  been
innocent| helpless civilians

| and civil pr

n Ktlmoohchl and | ‘ B

We have |

| which claims| to respect all

religions and describes itself
as a *“Dharmista State”,

| can| premit the bombing of
| of pluces of | WO]’ShIp

{ of |

| beer

in Chavaldachcherl has also |

been bomhed and d;estroyed

| Alll these ' buildings, used |
excluslvely' for sacred worship |

and public ser\pces, are such
large | and | promment structu-
res that no Air Force \can
pretend mhocence about the
targets be}mg struck When

Lt o ; Tamlls
and lpjurlhg several innocent |

| i |
drgpped 118  carried out by | the Shri

bombs mthm the prottcted | Lankan | Air f Forée

fna |

These events are not just
spor Adnc:occurrences but have
rep ated s»| often in

AR t t th can=-
5 dtstro?ung‘ he recent past that we can

d vene-ated |

not| but | conclude | it is part
of state| poh;cy agamst the
A close statistical
study of the Au' Raids

in the

| North will show | that the
| victims | of’ the raids
| have almost always, and

pert;fy. When
this is the efase 'how could
anyone avoid conqludmg that
this is or aniseﬂ +State
Terrorism”" !

We wonder; whether massa-
crmg innocent crtuhans can
bring any honour or credit

' to an Air farce. IWe would

a Goyerrment permits its own |
Secretanau to be bombed we |

canno{t but conclude that it
has agreed to

ebdica'e its |

respons bhly for the admvni-{
strauon ol the ragon ‘and |

0 safe'y
{fr t:::ee p:z)lfle

and 1 secumy .3
The Hosp;tals |

which are there for the sole |

purpose of caring |for | the
sick | haye |always been |
t’)rote‘ctedg and saﬁeguarded;
even among cc tJmtn s at war.

‘ It is | therEfor all the more |

shockmg whe the Shn‘
Lankan Government permits
bospitals to be boxnbed We |
wondFr h0w al GoVemntent,‘

therefore alipeals to the
Government to control its
Air| Force ahd not permit
it to be an | mstrument of
«State Terroinsm”

Qur desue is for Peace
and a just Peace. We are
encouraged |by ‘the recent
statement of the Prime Mini-
ster that the doors are open
for, negotlanons If the doors
are really oéen, we would
urge the Government and
the, LTTE tot show a readi-
ness to| walk through the
doors and take their ~seats
at {the | Conference Table.
We are convinged  that
Peace ,canf ultxmately be
achieved only by peaceful
means. |
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