NOVEL IMPRISONMENT

The villagers-of Poonagar and Poomaratha-
dichenai in Trincomalee District have been
_forbidden to leave their villages even to buy
provisions by the S.L, Army. They have also
sy been prevented--fromdoing their cultivation.
About 400 acres of cultivation has been thus
—ruined. -There-are-no-dispensaries.in-this_area.
The ICRC has also been prevented from send
ing medicine, -This..novel imprisonment is in
force for 21 days now with no prospect of end
-in sight, d
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FI.OOD PRELIMINARY REPORT:

OVERJ] 000 FAMILIES AFFECTED

HOUSES DAMAGED

~According to preliminary reports furnished by Assistant Government Agents
_in the Jaffna District 57,326 families have beén affected by last week’s flood.
: Thls information was revealed by the Asst. Director of Social Services, Jaffna.

~The Asst.

* was held at Jaffna Secre-

“tariat “premises on Thursday, -

* December 23.  The prelimi-

7 mnary figures:” furnished by

the A.G. AA revealed that
57,326 families have been

Director - of -
: Social Services said that a
meeting of Asst: Govt.Agents—

affected. The -number of
persons  constituting  the
families—havenot been

obtained. The figure is not
final as figures in resp:ct
of 'some displaced persons
from the islands after army
occupation there and some
persons who have come in

MALARIA VICTIMS DIE

Malaria have been reported
~—from Thenmaradchy area:

Two of them died on
Saturday,  December 18,
Another person died on

Monday, December 20.
Earlier, there was still

dying of malaria on Decem-

—ber-14;—also—from - Then--
maradchy-

Last ~week, Hot —Spring
reported the shortage in

Jaffna of malathion which
is used to control mosquitoes.

Paddy fields destroyed-Huts burnt

S. L. Army men from
Verugal Camp in the Trin-
comalee District are reported
to have gone to Kalvettuyan

- and Kaltivu areas and dest- |

and other
They also set

royed maize
plantations.

fire to huts of farmers
there. Some Tamils are re-
ported to have been assaul-
ted by the army.

The Army is also reporfed
to have carried out search
operatians in Periyasolai area.

—————Three cases—of —death -by --another case of a -woman ~given the number of families.

to the Jaffna District from

certain areas in the penin-

“sula falling under the Kili-

nochchi’ District have not

been —obtained. 2

As floods have not receded
in many parts, it has —not
been possible for the A.G.

AA to tell the ifigures of
the  number of persons
affected. They have only

These figures will be obta-
ined through the Grama-
Sevakas as soon as the floods

30,000 families
Affected in

Batticaloa

It is learnt that over
30,000 families comprising
125,000 peopie have been
affected by floods in Batti-
caloa,

According to the report
all areas—in —the Batticaloa—
District have been affected
by the flood.

LTTE sirikes at Kathiraveli

‘The LTTE carried out an attack on a group of
~ Sinhala soldiers at Kathiraveli in the Batticaloa
~ District, killing four soldiers and recovering arms.

The news in this conne-
ction said that on Tuesday,
December 21,
attacked a group of Sinhala
soldiers who had come out

on guard duty within 500

—~-yards— of —the —Sri— Lankan

_the LTTE

Army camp at Kathiraveli,
Four Sinhala soldiers were

killed and the LTTE re-

covered arms, ammunitions
and -other military-ware _in-
cluding an AK, LMG. At
the same time another group

“ FISHERMAN

_The Sri Lankan Army and a Tamil gangster
two fishermen at Munaikadu

gfoup arrested

SHOT DEAD

Batticaloa District,- shot one of them dead and

took the other man to

The news from Batticaloa
in this connection said that
on December 19, about 5.3v
_a.m. two fishermen from
Munalkadu were on
~way tothe Muthalaikudah
‘Aru to do fishing when

thgy were arrested by the-

““'Sri  Lankan Army and a

“"'group of Tamil ~gangsters.

The Army shot dead ~one

their

their camp.

~of the fishermen, The name
of  the fishermen shot dead
was Yogan (aged 32), a
native of Muaaikadu. The
man taken by the Army is
Vyramuthu Nathan (aged 23)
also of Munaikadu. :

~Nothing " is—known —of-the -

fisherman taken by the army

‘and “the  gangsters to the

Army camp.

of LTTE opened fire on a
group of soldiers who sought
to go from the camp to.
help the group that was
already: under -attack. _

The LTTE said -that one
of its fighters died in the
attack.

the Grama
Sevakas are able to visit the

recede and
areas and assess damages
to houses and properties.
According to the Asst.

Director of Social Services a

third of the people of Jaffna
have -been affected by the
floods.

The Asst.  Director—also
said that the affected per-
sons will ~be issued —with
dry rations for one week

“and insfructions have been

to MPCSS unions to

sent

provide such relief rations.

The  question of other
compensauon will de discu-

ssed with government after”
all details are obtained.
First Report of Death
In the meantime the first
report of death by flood
came from Vaddukkodai.
An elderly person M. Kana-
pathipillai  (73) _and __ his
daughter, T. Rajeswary (47)

died _at their house at
Vaddukkoddai, near Adai-
kalamthottam  Kandasamy

temple when the wall of
their house collapsed about

11.00 p.m. on Wednesday
due to the effects of the

flood. The father and
daughter were trappe 1 insige

the wall that collapsed.

Hindu Temples in Jaffna

carried —out-a-special prayer

called ‘yagam’ invoking devi-
nely blessings on the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam.
The special prayer was con-
ducted on Sunday, December
12 at the Nallur Sivan temple.

HinduPriests Invoke Blessings

Over 50 Chief priests of

The prayer ceremony was
conducted for four hours.
A large number of people
including Tiger cadres attend-
ed the prayer.

The prayer was led by Siva Sri
Skanda Sambasiva Kurukkal.

The Organisation of Hindu
Priests arranged for the
special prayers.

Second Visit of

Anglican Bishop of Colom-
bo, Rt. Rev. Kenneth Fer-
nando, will bevisiting Jaffna
again during the second
week of January, 1994. The
Anglican Bishop is expected
to.spend eight days in
Jaffna from 7th - 14th Jan-
uwary, 1994, according to
Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Henry Victor,

~the—Parish—Priest-of--St..

Mary’s Church, Kopay and
Holy  — Emmanuel—Chureh;

Urumpirai, who returned to
Jaffna last —Saturday from
qu_ombo receptly.

Anglican Bishop

This time the Anglican
Bishop will devote his time
to pastoral work but will
find time to inspect the
damage - caused by aerial
bombardment by the S. L.
Air Force.

Last time the Bishop came
here on a peace mission and
obtained the release of two
prisoners - of . war held by
the LTTE as a gesture of
good-wvill.--On--his-return_to
the South however, he found
the-climate not so conducive
to his peace efforts.




Pége 2

26 - 12 - 1998

VOL:4 Sunday 26th December 1993

. ruary or. early
| yearr due to the postal mess

ISSUE: 11"

Criminals Stanﬁ Exposed

. disappearing under mysterious: circumstances. Heérwas:
a. member of the S. L, F. P.

Then a news item: appeared that he had' given
—an interview to pressmen calculated” to imply that
he was not' missing as made out. His wife, how=
“ever, silenced’ the dealers in diabolical'lies” by posing"
the question why her ‘husband had’ not' gone to see’
Her and their childrem, if he- was not in' confine-
ment. # -

In the heels: of this storys of the: Kidnapping:
¢ from _Ruhuna, comes the tale- of" seven Provincial'
_ Councillors belonging to the Ceylon Werkers’” Con-
. gress. in the Central Provincial. Council disappes ring..

Prior to the swdden disappearance of the CWC.
I~ Provincial Councillors, the differences. between the
CWC and the UNP had become known to.:everyone.
with Mr: Thondaman telling that his. CWC. members
would vote against the UNP Chief Minister. in the:
1.0 - confidence motion that. he. was. facing in. the:
Council. That meant that the. UNP- was losing the
Central Provincial Council also. It has already lost
three out. of the existing seven.

.

Kidnapping is' a criminal offence and so is
keeping a man in confinement except by. the authority
. of _a_court. sentence. As a. matter. of fact the.cele-
brated Writ of Habeas Corpus was: invented.to. pre-
vent.-such arbitrary -arrests; Kidnapping and-confine-
ment without lawful authority..

The criminal law says that not. only: those: who
commit a crime but those who aid,. abet and: wheo:
conspire to commit the crime, are all guilty of: that
crine.

The accompanying circumstances: of the incidents:
of kidnapping clearly prove the ruling UNP leaders:to be:
behind the crime. And circumstantial evidence is enough
to. prove guilt.

As for the Eclam Tamils, 1(‘ any: of them: disap-
pear —and- such-disappearances have: been- in’ thousands:
amongst the Belam Tamils with no hope of! their
ever returning -and even international. Human Rights
Organisations adding them to the list of ‘involuntary
disappearances’~ it is nothing strange.

Perhaps the Sinhala people may not tolerate the
criminals even if the criminals let lose the aati-
Tamil, Sinhala chauvinist propaganda, as they have.
already started doing by manipulating the accident of
the hill country plantation workers being Tamils
belouging to the CWC.

When a- government tries to retain itself impower
by resort to the commission of crimes, do you ccli
it democracy or criminality?

The Eelam Tamils have been under criminal rule
for nearly half a century-the criminality being
cleverly- hidden under the garb™ of democracy. -

Now that Sinhala domocracy stands exposed even
in its own soil nnd its true criminality clearly visible
to all, will the foreign governments give up false praise
to the criminals as democrats and recognise the Tamils’
democratic right of self - determination?

SAometimes back there was news of a member ;
of the Southern Province Provincial® Councilisuddenly .

0 Christmas Mail this year too!

Since the Eelam war II
~started in June, 1990, Chris-
tians have to forego their
Christmas  Mails; both foreign:
andi local including those:
from other Districts.. Last.
Year too. they received: their
Christmas Greetings:sometime:
during the- middle of Feb--
Mazch this

created! by the Postall/Autho-

rities in Colombo and the
State’s armed forces.

Although the Postal Depart-
ment is the sole. authority
for- Wandling of® postal mails,
the armed. forces. intervene.
on: alleged: suspicion: that
banned ifems are contained
therein and on that account
are said tor camry out a
throughn checkings:.

Tampering with private
correspondence sent in mail
is an offence under the Pos-
tal- Ordinance. Yet:the-Postal
Authorities do not'raise amy
objection. to. this. sort. of
interventiom by the- armed
forces. So the people of the
North. have. to. forego. their

Christmas. Mails. this..time
too  durimg thie. Festive

If: is learnt thatithesArmyy
is withdrawing-heavy militaryy
vehicles such as battle tanks
and” armoured’ vehicles: from-
itss camps: im: border- areas:
of Vavunia.. :

Musliom Home Guards

‘Harass Tamils

News from Trincomalee
said that Tamils: inc Mutur
area were being: subjected
to. harassment: by, Muslim
Home  Guards.

A mumber: of mcrdeﬁs
have: taken: place: of assamlt
on: Tamils and.alsor incidents
of robbery: wheree Tamils
have: been" relieved: of: their
possessionss

FOOTBALL

In. the: Soccer. Tournament
organised by the Singing
Fish Club; Singing Fish
beat Young Henrians' by 2-0.
This- match- was played: at
the- grounds” of  St. John’s
College and the collections
at the” gate were towards

Hea,vy’ Vehicles Withdrawn

Reports saidi thatt such:
-heavyr vehicles ffone Cheddis-
kulam, Pampaimadhu, Noch-
chimoddai and’ Mahapach--
chaikodihave.been moved out.
from_ there and taken to. the:
Army’s.main base at Vavunia.

The reports.said that while
these -heavy vehicles  were
being withdrawn, steps are
also being taken:to strengthen
these camps otherwise.

It isc learnt: that these
heavy:vehiclessare being-with-
drawmno fromrborder: camps:ito

_prevent their: being captured

by: LTTE. as- happmd at
Poenakari.

‘caloa District have.

Three: Civilians
Adrested &yzS’EF

K. Poepalasingham,
Kumaran and E. Tharman,
“all. civilians from the-village,
of Palacholai. im: the. Batii-
been
arrested’ by the Special Task
Force® of° the- Sri- Lankan
Government. The: arrested
have: been. takem: to: the
Vellavelii Armyy: Campu.

The: arrest of the:three
civilians' took: place:on Thurs-
day: December: 9;. when:STF
personnel: rounded --up: the
village: of Palacholai; about
5:00:a:m..

The- fate: -of. the- arrested
persons: is: not! knows.

Come towards-

< 7
| ‘TREES ~
Nothmg i the- world
Ts so pleasing as the trees
As they dance in the breeze
It makes our blood freeze
Cutting dowmin hundreds-& thousands.
Full of flowers, honey and smell
Don’t: we: get’ from: trees 7
Lots and lots of birds

For colour and shades and seeds.
And what a life of careless® ease
Is possible: with these trees?”

the Re-building-of ‘St. James’ - §3- S A ; ,
=3 t ”
Church, Gurunagar; Jaffna. | 2::7 ¥ ’;:‘y:mbe’ T e
Wi U “Tecently —very - ¥ To win the life of ease
badfyd-amagcd“bcyondmpmr E Please, plant more and more. trees
during the aerial” attack by % As you. please ¥ ;
Sri Lankam Air Foree ri To makes ourr Belam: prosper.. :
bombers. Mr. Thevarajah
of ficiated:. * S: SATHASLY AM— Madduvil.
—Vijayakumarn — : g .
stoves: fiee: of' chiarges for~ Vadamaradehy: Fonds: for
e~ 17 families: im. the Kopay- 20: aere plantations: were
TEEDOR colomy: tor commemorate. provided: by Sea: Tigers:and
NEWS Heéroes” Day. The Deputy: for the: balance: 15> bys the
i Head: of the: Jaffna: Dist.. Union of: Vadamardehy Co -
—— Political  wing: of the LTTE. conut: and: Palmyrah: Produ-
presented seedlings: for:these: cts:Salés:Cor--operatives: Date
Palmyrah. Planting: families for home-gardens. seedlings: have also- been
Programme Incentive for Coir.Industry planted. as. an.experiment.

Under the Palmyrah Plant-
ing Programme of Tamil
Eelam Economic. Development
Organisation 2000 seedlings’
have been planted at Chan--
kanai and 2500 seedlings at:
Kaithadi. :

Plants Distribution:

TEEDOR distributed a
co - conut seedling, a lime
plant and an Akathi plant”
each to 250 families at’

Selvapuram in connection with-

the Heroes’ Dayon 24. 11. 93.

Social Uplift Programme

The TEEDOR built econo=
my - two - way - fire - wood

Ten families: with: income:
betow- poverty liner at‘Nuna--
vil. were. given. Rs. 4750/
each by, TEEDOR to help
them to involve themselves in
coir~ industry.

Prevention of Soil.eresion

Ten: acres: of: sandy- land.
was. planted withy -co=-conut:
andicadjui seedlings atiManal.
Kadu by TEEDOR as: part:
of: the: programme: for
prevention: of soil: erosion..
This. programme. wasdfunded.
by: the Sea Tigers. Also
another: 35. acres: have: been.
planted  with. casuarinas.

_Haye" been” Rs.

Ineentive: for - Cottage
Industries

TEEDOR. has. provided
financial' assistance to 18
families of Ariyalai at’Rs.
1250/~ -each to help them
i their- cottage industries.
Similary’ at Patur20°families
have: beem given R&: 2500/-
each. At Irupalai-15families

for pottery industry. At
Pirampattu ten- familes have
been given Rs. 5000/ each
for gingilly oil production.
15 families. at Kottadi have
been. given. goats..

3500/ each - -
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‘He was a blind Pilo

RCIGISTOP O BOMBING OF ST.

«“The- pilot who thought that.the. great St. James’

Church at Gurunagar in

Jaffna was.a Tiger. Camp

and bombed it..cannot be: anything but blind.”

The Archbishop: of Calo-
mbo,. Rt. Rev. Dt Nicholas
_Mazcus-Fernando, has:saidso
in aletter dated:November-30,
which he-had-sent to-Rt.Rev.
Dr. Thomas Savundarana-
“yagam; the Bishop-of Jaffna.

The: Archbishop:of Colo-
mbo. has further said in
the: letter.that: he knowsthe
‘beauty; and: great height of
St. James® Church, Gurun-
agar and its three. towers.

The- pilot* who thought that
this great’ Church was a
Tiger camp' and bombed  it,
cammot ‘be-anything but btind.
The- Colomboe - Archbishop
has- i his: letter: further- said
that: the-aerial bombardment
on- the- historical St. James’
Church at~ Gurunagar makes
one appreciate the: fact'that
people cannot. take re‘uge
even: in; Churches  for: their
- protection. He has requested

MBS OIEEIE: CRE
SRS i
the. Bishop of laiffna -to
convey his deepest sympa-
thies to-the families of those
killed and others injured.

Rt.- Rev. Dr. Nicholas
Marcus Fernaudo has also
informed the Bishopof Jaffna
that' his Sceretary  Rt. Rev,
Gomes, Bishop of Colombo,
has conveyed by letter details
regarding theaerialtattack on
St. James®’ Chuzch, tosthe Pre-
sident, Mr. D: B. Wijetunge.

The: Bishop' of Colombo
has: further regretted  blood-
letting: throughout the- island
as-a resulf of the-current war,

IL.am of the firm
conviction that the
G.7 Na'ions: are.

willing to. lose

HE G.7 NATIONS (oo

_entirely  respomsible:  for
the- loss - life- of 25 imnocent

Tamil civilians and the-injury -

to- over-70; again Tamil civi-
lians; just: by ome: bombing
on the 5th instant at Guru-
——nagar; Jaffmac

Year-after- year: these: G.7
pations” warn the- Sfi Lankan
government against” attacking
civiliams- but'year after year
these G: Tnations'dole-out aid
asked for by  the Sri Lankan
government. It'is a pity that
these' G: 7'nations have:com-
pletely shut’ of f* all 'sense:of
moral” values: Is this' because

the people who" are butche-
red are lonly Browns, not
Whites?' It is-a completely
unimaginable: behaviour of
these G. 7 nations.

We, the Tamil people
of Tamil Eelam, have
a long time. back decided
among ourselves that we, for
the sake. of dignity —alone,
ift mot anything else; decided
to suffer-the worst that'the
Sinhala Sri Lankan® govern-
ment would adopt inspite-of
their great” Religion, Buddhi-
sm. We; each one of us, are

our: freedom; our birthright.

The pity of itall, is that
we ' are hundred per cent sure
that the ordinary Sinhalese
Buddhist people hate this
Sinhala. government that is
bringing cheir Race and Re-
ligion. to- complete: disrespect
among: the: civilized: people
of the: whole worid.

It is’ high time these G.7
nations—wakeup—and think
of the souls of' their own
people’ themselves.

S. Alagaratnam

Urumpirai:

i vl FOREIGN AID AND WAR

known . that

This . is: not
only for Sri

most wars in. developing.nati--
ons: are: at. least. indirectly
sustained : by, foreign aid.. If
it were:not.for. the. latter, the.
former. will. fizzle out.soon.
Some-wars:are (thrust-onthe:
_parties. and. are: inevitable.
Nations insuch pitiable situa--
_tions-will require:-to be-helped.
Most loans: or almost: all,.
are obtained by natioms: in
war not as. for war. but for
development’ and repairr or
for alleviation of" poverty,
It amounts: to saying: “I will!
fight my war on by funds, you.
“help me for the development
on humanitarian grounds,’”
Tt is illogical that a nation
__should channel money in‘e
an unjust war and expect
aid for -survival.
Though aid. may, be mora-
lly compulsory towards a

~ intérventiom or

wanting: neizhbour, yet

used as an imdirect weapon
to stop uwsjust wars, What

_is _proposed is more than the-

present practice (very mildly
used) of coupling_
preservation. of. Human Rig-

hts. It itself is under heavy:

criticism by the loanees. Thus

_ the. approach has to.be well-

planned. Whether a. war is

just or umjust -or: ‘“anti -

terrorist>®  needs: ber decided

it
can be used. and- should. be:

it. with:

not- by the warrieg party

but by an' outside" internati-
onal- forum.

This: forum: or: unarmed
influence
could be: insisted on as a
prerequisite: at. least. when
considering or granting aid,
when the loanee or receiver
can be demanded of to
submit to just. conditions.

Lanka’s: casebut forr all and
couldwork suttobe a discou-
rager orstiflerof unjust wars.

Thus I propose that a
world-—level - lobbying-be-
started with the collaboration
-of*-others—in—this~—direction:
“When a" country isat war

or-in sizeable unrest; whether”
and’

““internal® or- external,
applies or-appeals Tor Toreign
aid ' under any guise; it should

be requested (as a precondi-

tion) tosubmit'its condition
case- to a genwine internati-

~ omal evaluation and’ opinion

on the situation,
a decision: as: to
the war condition is imevi-
table ornet, and if pessible;
to advise, arbitrate or facili-
tate a solation.

A. Santhiapillai

including
whether

Jaffna

EELAM - ITS INTENT AND PURPOSE

The Fifty-Fifty policy was
meant. by its founder to
accomodate the Tamils to
_ share as political partners

and in the affairs, of the
State which was brushed
aside as division. A Fede-
ral concept was. yet another
offer. by the Tamils to
manage the affairs of the
State as meaningful citizens,
but this toe — was brushed
aside. as division. If. poli-
tical: approaches. have been
turned down as anti-national,.

what is the other alfernative
available for the Tamils?
The Sinhalese, through
political measures. have cast
aside the. Tamils as a. sub-
—ordinate- race. — When —this'
Island was under British
rule, the Tamils. acted. as a

supporting role in' restoring,

itsfreedom, That wasthowthe

Britishers were able- to step. -

down and hand over-the reins
to the Sinhalese and the Ta-

Events in the recent' past
amply’ déemonstrate’ that the

Sinhalese are of the -mistaken:
notion that they belong: to-

a superior- race and' should
rule the entire:-Island.

The youths of today can
be the national heroe; of
tomorrow and their struggle
for Eelam and. contribution

of" the past.
D. Jeevanathan:

mils as people:of one country. Vathiry.

_CORtrary,

can—be~parallel to the heroes—

% Ranil Contributing his Share

Sri Lankan Prime Minister;
Ranil Wickremasinghe, has

—ammounced™ his~  intention to

adopt. a. three - stage strate-
gic plan for the reselution
of the ethnic problem. He
has further announced that
he intends to adopt as. an
example the same strategy ado-

_pted.by the. Britishers during

the. colonial era. to suppress
the insurgency in Malaysia.

The wutterance of Prime
Mignister, - Ranil- Wickrema-
singhe. that he has. come to
know” only - now this Malay-
sian - style. approach points

~have not' failed

The: attempt to destroy
the political base of the
Liberation Tigéré is also
not-anew effort, To achieve
this: end, both the Sri' Lan-
kankan Gevernment' as- well
as the Indian Government
“to under-
take all’ efforts to the ut-
most: In order to achieve
this end not only did: they
use the Tamil groups: but
also- their -own -armies: but
failed. Anyone making simjilar
efforts is bound to:fail intheir
attempts even in the tuture.

out that he. is The under-
farbehind in ’ ) lying Treason
his know- medl‘a‘ VW ~ forthisisthat
ledgednTegard the political

‘to: the: ethnic probleni. Feor,

even: duriag his uncle,. J. R.
Jayawardene’s, regime, the
suggestion was: made - that
the: ethnic: problem: should
be: suppressed in: Malaysian-
style-and efforts: were-made in
that way byseveral SriLankan
army-commanders: It iscregre-
ttable- that -the Prime- Minis-
ter was not aware: of these:
-Be that as: itrmay. The
three strategies that! Premier
Ranil had found™ out to
suppress: the: . insurgerncy
Malaysia - style: are- (1) the
Government cannot be" allow-

“ed to become weak; (2) the

political base of the Tigers
should be weakened; and(3)
Tigers should” be militarily
weakened.

Bat, out of. these three
strategies, what has theS.L.
Government abandoned up' to
now: or-not postponed imple-
mentation. From the: very
inception, when  the ethnic
problem took: the form: of
an_armed _struggle, the Sri
Lankan Govt: was engaged in

_ weakening. the Tigers. mili=_

tarily. In fact, at the begin-
ning it functioned with the
mative. of completely: wiping

them out, insteid of milita-

ily weakening them.

But even after the lapse.
of ten years, it has not
succeeded’ in weakening the
Tigers militarily. Omno the
a.-situation--has
developed where the. army
commander resigns—his— post
saying: that he does nat
wish—to—be the commander
of a losing army- and pusit-
ing the blame for the defeat
on’ the army itself. In: this
context, Ranil’s  plan shows
that he for- his part, is
prepared to inflict' further
loss on the army.

base of the Tigers is built
on the sure foundation of
the Tamil people’s: right: to
self-determination and.  their
security. This is linked with
the  liberation of the: Tamil
Nation. Im this situation,

-ity is- not- feasible: either to

disrupt or destroy: it. It is
‘because —the political ~base
of the: Liberation Tigers is
strong and morally sound
and | the: liberation struggle
of Tamil Eelam as well as
Liberation Tigers are able
to  progressively advance
even- in- the midst of tre-
mendous: difficulties. In
these  circumstances dest-
ruction- of the political base
of” the Tigers wiil only mean
an attempt'to destroy’ Tamil
nationalism.

As the Tamil struggle is
justifiable and morally sou-
nd; it'will not'be that easy to
protect the weakening of the
Sri Lankan Governmeat which
seeks tokill it. The Sri Lankan
Government-will-continue-to
get weaker and weaker aslong
as it—does not’ recognise the
liberation struggle of the
Tamil Nation and™ as* long
as it continues: to seek a
military solution tofhe ethnic
problem. In other words,
it is impossible to avoid
military defeats. and econo-
mic crises weakening the Sin-
hala State.

Considered’ in this light,
Sri Lankan Prime Minister,
Ranil Wickremasinghe’s plan
to-win on—the*Malaysian
model’ is a day-dream. This
is- mot going to’ yield any
results. For his part Ranil is
trying. Let him try. There is
nothing else that we can say.

~ Eelanatham Editorial:

_9-12-93

ROUNDED-UP AND ARRESTED

The: villages: of Paethalai,
Kannan: and: Pandimadhu
were. rounded - up by the
Special. Task Force of the
S. L.-Govt. in the company
of groups of gangsters
working with —the Govern-
ment’s armed forces.

About: 1000 people: were
rounded ~up and-all taken to~
the Valaichenai Bus Stand.

There they were presented
before masked men.

Qne. woman and eleven
men_ out of those rounded-
up were taken to the- Kal-
madhu Army Camp and the
Paper— Mill-Camp. ”

It is learnt that they were
subjected to torture atthese
camps and detained there.

The incident occurred' on
November 16.
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| Christmas 1993 in Jaffna |

1. According to Christian
belief, God bacame man by
his  birth into” a refugee
family in Bethlehem. Hz was

~ so born, cradled and brought

up in_ situations -very similar
to the one prevailing ‘today
in Tamil Eelam, that christ-
ians surviving today in Tamil
Eelam commemorate and
rejoice at the Birth cf Jesus,

not by exhilarating themse-

lves in songs and wine, but
by stresgthening (h ir . hope
of liberation amids' cries and
tears that Justice-will triumph
and Truth will make them
free. - S

The political situation of
Judea made the Holy Family
of Joseph and Mary to be
“a displaced and a Ttefugee
family - to flee from their

home, from  their village and"

from their own and to
knock at
in Bethlehem.

The God who chose to
become man for the sake of
man, for the liberation of

_man, had no room in_
ipn. he was not even counted

welcome, by man.

~many

unknown doors

_the

~— 2. Bven after 20 centuries
of Christ’s birth, the refusal
and reluctance of man —to
give; room for the God,

"who . comes  as a refugee

and as a stranger, is in no
‘'way Dbetter. In spite  of
human progress and plentlf ul
lxvmg, there isno room for
a brother and sister, thcre
is reluctance and opposmon

S. RATNARAJAH

to count the other as equal
and -dignified. In spite of
all human progress and
achievements;—in-spite—of-all
universal and local legislation

“to safeguard-man-and - his

basic rights, in spite of so
gyod  will mnon-=
governmental organisations

“active all over the world,

the man of ‘this cenury is
pot even a wee bit beiter
~than the inn - keeper = of
Be'hlchem, to accept man
into his home.

3. And ‘for the Tamils
of Eelam it is still worse.

Their basic human rights

alone__are denied even in the land

of their birth. They are not

Thlrty ‘Thousand

Affected in Thenmaradchy R e

About thirty  thousand
people belonging to 7,500
families have been rendered
homeless by last week’s
flood in the Thenmaradchy
Division.

Reports of people being
rendered homeless by the
~floods "have been received

from Varany, Iyattalai,
Kudamiyan, Mirusuvil, Tha-
vasikulam, Ketpeli, Sarasalai,
Madduvil, Meesalai, Vida-
thatpalai, Usan. Navatkadu,
Kachchi and other areas.

Most people have taken
refuge in school bulldlngs
~and temples.

Poonakari Tanks Breached

" Most tanks in the Poona-
_kari area were breached
consequent to the heavy rains
last week, About 1800 fami-
lies have been rendered

saihomelesgriseton i = idEs

Most houses and roads are
under floods.
People from Nallur Alan-
kerni, - Kollakurichi, - Palli-

kudah,  Pathinipai  and
‘Thetkali have been mostly
displaced and have taken

_shelter in schools and tem-

ples.
—Relief-
to the victims with the
‘active help of other people
and the Grama Sevakas.

Wews in Buief

,

December 10 - Friday
Mrs. “Arumugam Indirani
who * was severely injured,

when Sri Lankan Air Force~

planes bombed Kilinochchi,
was admitted to the Jaffna
Teaching Hospital for treat-
ment on the morning of 11th
December.

December 11 - Saturday

Puccaro planes of the S.L.

Air Force carried out aerial
attack at Mullikulam in the
Mannar  District,
bombs and firing rockets.
No-report-regarding damages
was received.

" December 12 - Sunday

Sri__Lankan navy fires
at fishermen at work in

"~ Savukkadithurai
Chulipuram. Firing continued

—abandoning - fishing

dropping

“sea  near
for about half an hour.
Fishermen escaped unhurt,
swimming back to land
imple-
ments. After the two naval
boatswhich carried out-the-
attack left ths area, the
fishermen went back to sea
and recovered their imple-

“ments.
-December 18 = Saturday

S. L. Govt. said that one
soldier—was killed -and —two--
others were injured in an at-

tack on S.L.army sentry posts

carried out by the LTTE at
Kathiraveli The report said
that the sentry post was com-
pletely destroyed.

-is—being-previded -

counted as-equal citizens of.

the land. They keep knock-
ing at—the doors—of all
those agencies for life. Yet

—even a chance is denied to

them.,

a) Thousands of Tamils of
this land have sacrificed
everything they had and
sought life in many foreign
countries. Youth, whowould
have excelled in the best
universities of the world
and whowould'have brought
fame and honour to owr
race, are now at the doors
and windows of foreign

nations, —knocking - and
begring for a place in
their —inn-

b) Lakhs of our brothers

and sisters who went to

neighbouringIndia with hop-

es of being well received

as a brother or a sister,
are suspected, rejected and

__forcibly thrown out.

c¢) The many thousands,

~who left everything ~here-

and sought life in the

~Capital-Colombo—and—its—

suburbs, paying exorbitant
advances  and — Tents —to
money - leeches for anne-
~xes and shanties are now
rounded - up, threatened
“and money extorted.

and among us, who are left
behind, what is happen-
ing.? For the last- three

years there have been
displacements and influx
of refugees from the
islands and then from

Valikamam West. Our own
people have

refugees, hawkers -and

beggars on our own streets

and in our lanes, Fright-

ened by shells and bombs -

they have left everything,
except the clothes they
were wearing, and have run
into kovils and temples
and schools and sheds.
~ But even these sacrosanct
_ have become targets for
the State Bombers!

—4, -People deprived of -any
shelter thought they could
struggle hard and survive in
the open. But the rains and

the mosquitoes of the season

Ten Thousand
Families Affected
in Kilinocheoi

Reports from Kilinochchi

said that ten thousand fami-
lies have been affected by
floods there.

Many houses have come
down and peoples’ belongings
washed away. Many cattle
have died.

Many people have taken
refuge in school buildings
and temples.

__ New Era Publications,
Luckshmi building, DutchRd,
Kalviyankadu, Jaffna.

-become—

spared them not. For the
last few days floods have
ravaged and brought down
the mud huts of the thous-
andsof refugees.
proper sanitation and faci-
lities there is-spread of - many
diseases. Without sufficient
food. proper medicine and
a warm spot to stretch out,
they are shivering and groan-
ing in pain, looking at one
another through helpless eyes?

5. Those who were sup-
posed to govern wus and
provide for our living have
become so inhuman and
unsympathetic that we have
decided ts govern ourselves.
They- will -never hear our
cries because they prefer not
to—hear—-and-not-to-see, -in
short, to be Deaf and Blind!
~These—days—the—State-—heli-
copters are dropping food
parcels —to—all —the flood
victims in the Sinhala North
and East of Shri Lanka
(Anuradhapura and Ampa-
rai).
over Tamil Eelam directing
bomber planes and firing at
random.

6. But we Tamils who
have opted to rule oursel-
ves? and we Christians, who
commemorate God becoming

man in the birth Jesus? Is
there not a message for all
of us Tamils in general and
for christians in particular?}

It is at this hour we
must wake up and carry the
message of Christmas into
every nook and corner of
Tamil Eelam.

It is to people struggling
“in desperation, in hopeless-
ness, in want and misery
that we must carry the
message of Christmas and
give witness to that message
in a convincing manner. It
is also to people still re-

-Without—-

In" between they fly

_into  my  home ' and

maining whole and hearty,
without death and - destru-

_ction _in the family,

And what is the message

——that-is-given—-to-—us—as —the-

‘*haves’® and ‘“have-nots’’?

~As displaced, dejected and

rejected refugees or as those
comfortable in their own
homes? What is the message
given to us as the weeping
and wailing families, with-
out our beloved bread - win-
ners as well as those of
us who get foreign incomes?

7. God is coming this
year into me and into you,
into
your home, in the form of
refugees and beggars, in the
form of disabled and handi-
capped.

Let us make room for
such -as these in our hearts
and homes, Let us share
what -we—have — with the
stranger and the refugee.
Making room for our brother
or sister will secure a per-
manent -home-and a homeland
for all of us as a people.
Sharing our income with ‘the
weeping widows will bring
us manifold, and a new
free life. ;

8. All the Tamils of
Eelam, be they Hindus or
Christians or  Catholics-
they are all in search of
an Inn, of a secure place

without aerial attacks of the

enemy, a homeland where
they-will__be _counted,  re-
gistered and recognized as
human beings with rights-
right of - self determination,
right to live in honour and
self - dignity.

All the Inns appear to be
closed to them. Has God
also abandoned them? No,
never. There is a knock
at the door which is be-
coming louder and more
desperate, If we rise and
respond to that knock, then
the stranger and the refugee
is not man, but God him-
self - the God of our Libe-
ration.

Munkottai = Completely 'Snbmerged
~ Residenfs Rescued After Two Days

" The village of Munkottai
in the Chankanai AGA’s

Division was completely sub-

merzed in flood waters as
a result of the heavy rain
last-week.

The residents of the v111age

were rescued after two days
by the} efforts of the AGA,

“Grama  Sevakas and other
public.

The people of the village
have lost all their belongings
and houses. They have now
been: housed in_camps and ..
are being provided with
relief provisions by the AGA,

Chankanai.

Boats fitted with out -
board motors are being used
to carry relief provisions to
the marooned people at Pan-

ditharkudiyicuppu in Ketpali.

Panditharkudiyirrupu  in
Ketpeli-is a small village in
Thenmaradchy. It is not an
-islet —and people from _the
village used the roads on
the-east—and- west
village to have access to other

vittages—and -areas:——
The roads on both 51des

—are completely-submerged by

Boats Instead of

of _the

~transport

_taken to the

Road Transport

flood waters and no road
“could be I;Scd’.
The roads_look like lagoons,

so much so that now boats
fitted with out-board motors

are being used to ‘reach the

village.

The news said that most
houses in the village are
damaged and people have
taken refuge  in schoaols,
Food provisions ‘are being
victims by
boats fitted with - out board
motors. -
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