Regisiered as a newspaper Rs. 3-00

_ Saturday
- Review g,

Detenu
who died

Vol 2. No 1i

April 30, 1983

Army

~ custody had 35 injuries,

““There were twenty five
_fxternal injuries and ten in-
‘ternal injuries in the deceas-
ed Navaratnarajah’s  body.
The contusiops’ in* his lungs
could have “been caused by
blows. I ‘am of the opinion
that death was due to cardio-
respiratory failure, due to
multiple muscle injuries and
contusions of the lungs. In
my opinion adequate treat-—
ment from an Institution
could have saved his life.”
So said Dr. N. Saravana-
bavananthan, AJMO, sub-
mitting his medical report

AJMO tells Court

Dr. Saravanabavananthan
further said:-

“I held a Postmortem
examination on the body
of Kathirgamathamby Nava-
ratnarajah on 10.4.83 at
2.30 p.m., at the General
Hospital Mortuary, Jaffna.

* The body was that of a

matter. The deceased was
dehydrated. He had in all
25 external injuries. There
were 10 internal injuries.

if

I am of the opinion that
death was due to cardio-
respiratory failure due to
multiple muscle cutaneous
injuries and contusions of

None of these injuries
are of recent origin; they
haye been caused in stages
7 ‘or 12 days before death;
and this is a rough estimate
within my range.

These are injuries caused
by a  blunt  elongated
weapon; it can be a club
or a baton or some round

Injury No. 21 is 20 hours

- old, whicl? is not due to a

blow, but could have been
caused by knocking against
something or falling.
Injury on the hip could
have been caused roughly
about a week earlier. All
contusions have been caus-
ed by a blunt weapon. In-

in the inquest held into the young man dressed' in a the lungs. % , object. - Of the long injuries juries Nos. 12, 14, 15, 16,
’h death of 28-vear old Nava- sarong with red horizontal External injury No.14 ,’least one on the left side 17, .7 and-8 -havebeen
..o .. ratnarajah of _ Trincomalse stripess, A whileshiskwilhsomespondidesitheintemal whielr g coresponding ‘Eﬁéffsed’ by an elongated
%{“‘?. +“'whe died in Army custody blue stripes was found on gnjury'No. 5. Internal in- overlying  external injury, plunt Vzeapon wi%h .
at the Gurunagar Army the body. A blue siriped juries I, 2 and 3 corres- could have been caused dismicter of EbEE T u

Camp Jaffna on the 10th bed sheet was also found ponded with external in- either by a blow or could

inch.

of April. Navaragnarajah on the body. The clothing juries Nos. 1, 12, 13, 15,16 be due to an explosion of
was  arrested two weeks was - stained with faecal and 17. some kind. ( Continued on page 12)
previously on  suspicion
under the Prevention of

Terrorism Act.

The inquest was held be-
fore Magistrate S. Naga-
rajah in Jaffna Magistrate’s
Court on the 27th after-
noon.

P. M. encounters
protesters
in Paris too!

'HANDS OFF GAN-
DHIYAM was one of the
placards carried by de-

monstrators in Paris on -

Prime Minister Prema-
dasa’s visit to France
recently. The Eelam Ta-
mil Association of France
and the Spartacist League
joined in the demonstra-
tion which was held in
front of the Sri Lankan
Embassy in France.This
was the second occasion
that the Prime Minister
encountered a demonstr-
ation on his current
foreign tour, the first be-
ing at Washington.

On the Sri Lankan
envoy in France refusing
to accept a memorandum
by the demonstrators, the
protest was sent by regis-
tered post to President
Jayawardene in Sri Lanka.

Viewpoint

AWAY WITH THIS ABOMINABLE ACT !

We write this against the backdrop of three killings
in the North yesterday, Friday the 29th April, three kill-
ings in a single afternoon. Who were the three killed?
All three Tamils, all three supporters of the ruling govern-
ment party, two of them heading the lists in the forthcom-
ing local bodies’ elections in the North, and all three
either impervious or callous to the agonies of a society
to which they belong, a society that has been increasingly
groaning under the oppressive weight of Army rule, and
Army terror, a society that is being denied ‘all other human
options but to kill, a society that until a few years ago
was considered the most law-abiding in the whole country,
a society to which the concept of violence remained a
natural anathema and a people whose political philosophy
of action admitted nothing else but peaceful protests and
Satyagraha beginning with Galle Face Green in 1956, a
people now forced to do battle against a monstrous law
called the Prevention of Terrorism Act, a creation of this
government—the same government which these three
victims of yesterday’s killing chose to support! Why
did they choose to support this government? Is it out of
political conviction? We would prefer to leave that
question unanswered, because the people who know,
know the answer; and most people know the answer to
that question.

Once, at the height of anti-Negro violence in the
United States, Robert Kennedy made a very percipient
observation. He said: ‘“There is no point in telling
Negroes to observe the law. .. .It has almost always been
used against them’’.

Laws are meant to preserve the harmony of a society.
But in this country, disharmony seems the logical sequel
of all laws. The only fruits of freedom that the’ Tamils
have tasted in thirty five years of so—called freedom from
colonialism, are laws that are designed to place them at a
disadvantage or to oppress them.

The first of such laws was promulgated in the very
year of ‘“‘freedom”—the Citizenship Act No. 18 of 1948,
which effectively excluded a section of the Tamils from
citizenship. ‘Then came the Indian and Pakistan Residents
(Citizenship) Act No. 3 of 1949 and the Ceylon (Parlia-
mentary Elections) Amendment Act No 48 of 1949 which
disenfranchised a large section of Tamils. Came the
Sinhala Only law in 1956, making every Tamil in this
country, irrespective of what Doctorates some of them
held, virtual illiterates in tieir land of birth. The Preven-
tion. of Terrorism Act is now over three years old. What
has the government achieved by it up to now? What was
the series of blunders that this government and its predeces—
sor make which brought the present dispensation to give
birth to this monster called the Prevention of Terrorism
Act? ]

Seven years before this Act was brought into the
statute book, the CEYLON DAILY NEWS wrote an
editorial, under an Editor who was sensitive to the looming
dangers. Under the headline ‘““‘What’s up in the North?”’
CDN said: “‘Since the TUF’s leadership is largely drawn
from the upper middle classes and professional groups and
since parliament is the raison d’etre of political movements
of this type, we have really no great cause of anxiety
over the TUF’s threats.. A movement of militant youth
rooted in the soil of Jaffna and nourished by material
frustration, a feeling of humiliation and bitterness, could
be another kettle of fish™. v ol

5

That was eleven years ago. That kettle of fish is

ve?' much here now: In fact it is no kettle; it is a cauldron.

T
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Battlcaloa U C polls

Minister is

With the Batticaloa
Municipal Council elections
round the corner, Home
Affairs Minister and Kal-
kudah MP K. W. Deva-
nayagam seems to have sud-
denly developed an  in-
ordinate fondness for non-
alignment!

Though his party, - the
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UNP, is contesting the
elections, Minister Deva-
nayagam has announced
that he will remain neutral:
“I'm not going to support
anyone nor oppose anyone.
I've washed my hands of
the whole thing. I won’t
even look in that direction.
I don’t have to spell out
my reasons for this deci-
sion, the people will under-
stand.”

The reason for the Minis-
ter’s sulk, say informed
political observers, is that
he has been upstaged by

non - aligned !

his Cabinet colleague from
Batticaloa, Regional Af-
fairs Minister C. Rajaturai.
In the battle of the lists
between the two Ministers
it was Rajadurai’s list of
candidates that was en-
dorsed by the UNP high
command.

Minister Devanayagam,
who left for Helsinki on
22 April leading Sri Lanka’s
delegation to the Inter-
Parliamentary Association’s
Conference, is expected to
return to the island only
after the elections.

Anti-U.N.P. joint May

Day rally 1n

The Anti U.N.P. joint
May Day Rally in Jaffna
will be held at the Chun-
nakam Market ground at
5-00 p.m. on lst May with
K. A. Subramaniam in the
chair.

Sri Lanka Freedom Party
and the Ceylon Communist
Party (Left).

It was decided to celebr-
ate this May day reflecting
the Anti-UNP aspirations
of the people and also
highlighting the following
demands:-

1. Repeal the Preven-
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The parties i the.
. joint committee are the Com-
- munist Parcy of Sri Lanka

Jaffna

tion of Terrorism Act; 2.
Work out a political solu-
tion to the fundamental
-problems of the  Tamil
people; 3. Release all those
detained under the Anti-

them to trial under the
common Law; 4. Reinstate
all those dismissed during
the 1980 strike; 5. Hands
off Trade Union rights.
Bring down the cost of
living. Stop imports of all
local produceand subsidiary
food stuff. Restore the
subsidies enjoyed by the
peasants in the past.

K. B. Ratnayaka, J.A.K.
Perera and  several trade
union leaders are scheduled
to speak at the rally.

The joint committee has
also condemend the con-
tinued banning of May
Day Rally Processions in
Jaffna.

T.E.L.F.calls
for boycott
of local

govt. polls

The THAMIL EELAM
LIBERATION = FRONT
(TELF) has called upon the
Tamil people to bocyott the
forthcoming local polls in
the North and East.

TELF’s press release
stresses that such boycotts
of all elections will help
to unmask the government’s
democratic pretensions and
reveal to the world that it
is waging an- undeclared
war against the Tamils.
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Is the Paranthan Chemical
Corporation being delibera-
tely run at a loss and systema-
tically *’killed”. Does the
Minister of Industries and
Scientific affairs want it that
way in order to put an alter-
nate Chlorine and - Caustic
Soda Factory in his own son’s
electorate?

On March | Ith, Chairman/
Managing Director of the Cor-
poration Mr. M.Y. Abeyward-
ene issued a virtual ‘ultimatum’
to all the Employees. The
Notice gravely says: ‘‘With
much regret | have to bring
to the notice of all employees
that: (l) Production levels
have come down, () Cost
of production has gone up,
resulting in heavy losses in
the manufacturing activities.
After much discussion the
Hon. Minister instructed that
the production levels should
be brought up to the achieva-
ble levels within the next 2
to 3 months so that the man-
ufacturing activity could be
run without making a loss.
The Hon. Minister was very
emphatic that failure to achieve
this would compel the Gover-
nment to review the continu-
ation of this industry’’.

Factory at
Embilipitiya

With these ominous last
lines the Ministry has moved

to a semi-climactic stage in its
well orchestrated plot to
bring the curtains down on-an
Industry that has enjoyed a
35 year history of developing
the region and providing em-
ployment for the Northerners.
But it is important to .note
that whereas the Managing
Director now blames the em-
ployees ‘for the losses, the
employees themselves have
been pointing out the delibe-
rate mismanagement, acts of
inefficiency  and lethargy by
the administration, through
letters to the President
and  other
the Ministry since 1979. The
Trade Unions of the Corpora-
tion had always sensed that
the Management was delibera-
tely throttling Paranthan in
order to justify the opening
of a factory at Embilipitiya.
But the Government turned
a blind eye to these protests
as it suited their own interests.
The reasons for the present
losses' are quite obvious, they
have been pointed out to the
‘‘deaf’’ administration many
time before.
(a) Unitech Evapo Rator:
RATOR: This plant which
was installed in 1976 under
the Ist expansion scheme, has
not been operated effectively
by the Management up to now.
After being subjected to vari-
ous modifications by inefficient
‘local experts’, the plant faces
the danger of becoming a
‘white elephant’, solely due
to ignoring the initial sugges-
ticns made by the Unions to
get the plant commissioned
by the suppliers themselves,
even at some cost, which
would have been negligible

members . of:

IsParanthan

Chemicals

being put to
slow death?

compared to the losses being
incurred presently.

(b) Chlorine Washing
Column:

This plant has been kept
without operating since its
erection in 1976. The opera-
tion of this plant will resuit
in the increased production
of chlorine.

port of caustic soda much
above the actual requirement.
The excessive imports also
resulted in a heavy accumula-
tion of caustlc soda in the
storage tanks at the factory
for months, due to which

storage tanks have been com-
pletely damaged during the
latter part of 1979.

() Electrolytic Cellf:
Though the target number of
electrolytic cells with the
completion of the Ist stage
of the expansion should have
been 120, the number of
cells are always kept below
100 thus creating an artificial
low production of caustic soda
and chlorine.
(d)Hydrochloric Acid Plant:
The erection of this plant was
completed by 1977 (at an
erection cost of Rs.!,25,000/-
and the whole plant was disma-
ntled for unknown reasons
during the latter part of 1978.
(e) De - Gasifier Unit For
The Boiler:

Imported at a cost of about
Rs. 50, 000/- in 1976. But
even after erection, this unit
is idling, affecting the efficient
operation of the boiler plant.
(f) Proposed 2nd Stage Of
the Expansion:

Government had earlier app-
roved the above project with
a view to utilize the old ma-
chinery in addition to the
machinery installed the in Ist
stage of the expansion. As a
major portion of the produc-
tion is done by this. old machi-
nery, the completion of this
project would result in an
annual total production of
5000M. tons of caustic soda
and 3750 M.tons of Chiorine.
However this expansion pro-

ject has been shelved for
unknown reasons.
Soda: The Caustic Soda

nroduced at the factory is
drained to waste due to im-

(h)Maintenance of Building:
Maintenance of existing
buildings has been
neglected to such an extent
that it is feared that the whole
production will come to a
standstill very soon.

(i) Preventive Maintenance -

On plant Machinery:in spite
of repeated representations by
the Unions, there is no planned
preventive maintenance on the
plant and machinery, which
will result in total breakdown
of most of the vital machlnery.
The switchboards installed on
the Ist expansion scheme are
turning to scrap as a result.
Though the capacity of the
existing factory at Paranthan
is 10 Tons/day for Caustic
Soda and 10 Tons/day for
Chlorine only 609, of the
capacity is being produced The
Ministry’s intention to syste-
matically ‘kill’ the Paranthan
Corporation and go ahead
with the construction of the
factory at Embilipitiya becomes
giaringly unjust, irreponsible
and irrational when considered
in the light of the conclusions
of the feasibility . study con-
ducted by a Firm of  British
Consultants, - name Messrs.
Cremer & Warner Ltd.
Foreign Aid funds from
West Germany amounting to
3.2 million rupees were utili-
sed for the feasibility study
by the above consultants to
consider the economics of a
Caustic Soda/Chlorine project
onalternative location at Embi-
lipitiya or Sapugaskande or of

'w‘th penetratmg lnSIght

developing the existing site
at Paranthan. The report
presented to the Board of
Corporations on 14th June,
1979, running into four volu-
mes, concluded ‘‘For the mini-
mum investment, Case ‘P’
(i.e. developing the existing
site at Paranthan) offers the
maximum net present value
and the highest International
Rate of Return. We there-
fore strongly recommend
adoption of the Paranthan
Option’” They also recomm-
ended the implementation of
a programme of phased deve-
lopment of the Paranthan site.

it is also interesting that

“In
the face of the economic as-
sessment of the alternatives
however, very pressing poilti-
cal or social reasons could be
the only justification for cen-
templating development of a
new site’’!? :

The very objective conclu-
sion of the economic assess-
ment however was a bitter
pill to swaillow for the Minis-
try of Industries and Scenti-
fic Affairs. So the very next
day Consultants were told.-
““The Policy of the Ministry
is that a new factory is requi-

red for production of Chlo-

rine/Caustic Soda, and only
when this is in production and
its products substantially uti-
lized would the factory at

VACANCY

Paranthan be considered for
up-grading  or expansion”’.
Did the pompous word
*“Policy’’ mask the *‘commu-
nal”’ motives which inspired
it? The Consultants were re-
submit a revised report *‘con-
cerning only with the econo-
mics of the Embilipitiya site’’.

But even the revised
revised report was not quite
favourable to Embilipitiya.
*‘The financial returns of a 10
M.T.D. plant (Chlorine) at
Embilipitiya would be about
9'7 %. Internal Rate of Ret-
urn if the existing factory (at
Paranthan) is fully utilized.
The result is however substan-
tially below the Government’s
normal interest of 16 9/ mini-
mum’’. They also warned
**Full utilization of Embilipitiya
capacity improves the results,
to an indicated |.R.R. of about
15.6 9. But this will be at
the expense of the profitabi-
lity of the existing Paranthan
Factory™. They implied that
Embilipitiya’s success can be
built only on the ashes of the
Paranthan factory! so As the
government proceeds with the
Embilipitiya project it should
be clear to all that Paranthan
would soon experience a natu-
ral death.

Meanwhiie in December
1981 as the Budget propo-
sals were discussed in the
Parliament, Opposition M.Ps
raised the matter of the
Paranthan Corporation and

But Mr. Cyril Mathew blamed
the consultant firm, and a
Tamil officer of the Corpor-
ration for having deliberately
misled the Firm in its findings.
He also wrongly suspected the
officer of having secretly pas-
sed on his copy of the feasibi-
lity study to the Leader of the
Opposition.

The very next day after
the Parliamentary Debate
this officer was sent on

compulsory leave and later |

forced by the Management
to retire without showing
reasons for their action,
Mr. S, S. Sebaratnam who
has been building the cor

(Continued overleaf)
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A Tamil drama which has
won several Presidential
awards was booed off the
stage less than half an hour
after it started with shouts
of ‘Kottiya’ (Tigers) at
Nuwara Eliya recently,
during an officially sponsored
Arts Festival.

. This was the bitter ex-
perience that befell Jaffna’s
Nataka Aranga Kallorie
(College of Dramatic Arts)
which accepted an invitation

from the Govt. Agent,
laffna to present an item
at the Vasantha Vila

(Spring. Festival) — an ann-
ual event organised by the
G.A. Nuwara Eliya. A re-
presentative  of the GA
Jaffna accompained the dra-
ma  troupe and dance
troup from lJaffna which
went up to Nuwara Eliya
for the Festival.
The lJaffna District items
~ were billed to be perfor-
med at the Open Air Theat
re-on |9 April: the pre-

vious day cultural items
from the other districts
were presented without

any disturbance.
When the lJaffna dance
_troupe began its perfore
mance around 7.30p.m. on
the | 9th shouts of ‘Kottiya’
‘“Thosai’, ‘Vadai' arose from
the audience. Stones fell
on the theatre’s ' roof.
The dance was cut' short
and the young dancers hus-
tled away to safety.
The next item was the
Aranga Kallorie's Porutha-
thu Pothum’ (Enough of

So much for
inter-racial cultural
understanding!

Patient Waiting), a Tamil
play which has won presi-
dential awards for the Best |
Script, the Best Director,
the Best Actor and the Best
Drama. The play began
after a short introduction
in Sinhala by the AGA Nu-
wara Eliya. No soonter had
the actors begun speaking
their lines than shouts of
‘Kottiya’, ‘Vadai’, ‘Thosai’
again arose. The actors
carried on regardiess. Some
stones fell on the roof.
At this point the AGA sum-
moned some policemen on
duty and asked them to
guard the stage wiiile he
himseif tried ' quieten the
audience. The policemen
slunk away and the AGA's
single-handed efforts were
in vain.

The harassed AGA then
advised the actors to cut
short the play. “§’m very
sorry about all this. But
you'll have to cut short

the play as | don’t have
Police assistance’” he told .
them.

Having no other aiterna-
tlve the actors finished a
two-hour play within 20
minutes !

" Police
were then summoned and
they escorted the troupe
to the quarters where they
were staying.

The next morning the
police recorded a state-
ment from the Nuwara
Eliya AGA who was in
charge of the Festival and
the Jaffna GA's represen-
tative.

reinforcements. |

GAINI concludes his FCUS on

ohamed &

the private
operators

(Continued from
last issue)

in simpler words the majo-
rity of the vehicles are of
very {ow  seating capacity.
Quite a number of them are
not suited to the type of use
that they are put in Sri Lanka
as for example, those with
folding seats which have to be
folded and unfolded frequen-
tly with much inconvenience
to those seated on them, as
other passengers get in and
out. These vehicles are gene-

rally meant to cater to per-.

sons all or most of whom get
in at one point and get off at
another. Most of the smaller
vehicles were also never in-
tended to carry standing pas-
sengers, as evident from the
absence of anything to hold on
to.

1 While the inflow of the
arge number of private vehi-
cles, without an attendant in-
crease infroad capacities, had
aggravated traffic congestion,
the fact that the majority of
them are small vehicles has
made the situation worse.
The greater road conges-

tion has not only served to in-
‘crease travel time and opera-
tional costs (through higher
fuel use) but also contributed-
to the increase in road accid-
ents.

Besides the congestion,
many of the private coach
drivers are hard to beat at
reckless driving and speeding
in the quest to beat both the
SLCTB and rivals and rake in
the shekels. Last year, private
coaches were involved in
nearly 2,000 accidents, some
of them resulting in fatalities.

Most of the conductors,
for their part, are very polite
until people get into their
vehicles, Once inside, how-
ever, they order passengers
to get up and change seats,

etc. And it is amazing how
through all the attendant dis-
comfort most of the passen-
gers comply without complaint!
Imagine a SLCTB conductor
trying such tactics.

The worst result of un-
bridled private sector par-
ticipation in passenger
transport is the tremen-
dous waste of the nation’s

Is Paranthan Chemicals being put to slow death...?

(Continued from page 3)

poration for twenty five
years who had been sent
to many countries abroad
to specialise in Caqstic So-
da Chlorine Manufacture,
who had closely worked
with scientists like Dr. S,
Gnanalingam, and Mr.R. K.
Narong, pioneering the in-
stitution in its early stages,
and who holds the proud
achievement of showing
profit since his appoint-
ment as Production Mana-
ger of the Corporaticn in
[971 when the institution
was running at a loss, was
conveniently sent out to
facilitate the easier “kill-
ing"’ of the factory.

Later the Minister appoin-
ted a special team of local
“subordinates’’ to prepare a
counter report to that of the
British Consultants,with a view

! to recommend the site at Embi-

lipitiya. As'expected, the faith-
ful eam tremendously exagge-

rated the demand forecast
for Chlorine and justified the
second factory at Embiiipitiya.

But the problem that the
Ministry is now facing is that
no foreign country is prepared
to give financia! aid for the
project because of the shabby
treatment accorded to the
British Consultants. The West
Germans who gave aid for the
Feasibility Study fee{ deeply
insulted insulted Raving seen
their 3.2 million rupees go-
ing down the drain. But unde-
terred, the Ministry is going
ahead with plans for the cons-
truction of the Embilipitiya
project. The Saft Cerporaticn
is expected to find the money
and provide rhe raw material
for the Embilipitiya project.
Meanwhile the Paranthan fac-
tory is gasping for its breath.

It should be noted that
there is a pattern behind all
this madness—an evil pattern
of course. It is a well known
fact that the Valaickenai Paper

Racial
discrimination
in employment
[{6]6)

Corporation is running at a
loss after a second paper fac-
tory was started at Embilipi-
tiya. The Cey-Nor marine
project at Karainagar which

did much to develop the re-

gion and provide empioyment
to many frustrated Tamil
youth, has now been reduced
to a lifeless skeleton.. The kil-
fling of the K.K.S. Cement
factory is taking a different
and subtler form. Under the
guise of rapidly expanding the
factory, the exploitation of
the environment is proceeding
in a maddening pace. Lime-
stone is being excavated with-
out any regard to limits;
underwater resources  are
being affected and pollution
threatens the health of the

people.

In the field of employment
too, there is racial discrimi-
nation. In regard to recruit-
ment of non-permanent em-
ployees and permanent emplo-
yees who receive a monthly
salary of Rs. 800/~ the Embi-
lipitiya Paper Mills Corpora-
tion, Plywood: Corporation
and Puttalam Cement Works
show that Tamil officers have
been nil.  The ratio of Tamill
employees in the Embilipitiya
Paper Corporation, and the
non-permanent staff and in
Plywoods  Corporation was
less than 2 percent. In Put-
talam Cement Works the
the Tamil non-permanent em-
ployees 4 per cent. But
amount of Permanent Sinhala
employees in K.K.S. Cement
Works amounted to 2 percent
and the permanent employee
is 10 .per cent, in Paran-
than  Chemicals 10 per-
cent and in Valaichenai Paper
Corporation 23 per cent.

resources not only on the
import of virtual junk, as
stated earlier, but also
through the under-utiliza-
tion of SLCTB manpower
and vehicles and the crimi-
nal burning up of petrol or
diesel by buses running half-
empty, all reflected in the
mounting losses of this
public sector undertaking.
As | mentioned last week,
the total number of passen-
gers carried by the SLCTB
declined from |, 862 million
in 1979 to 1,105 million by
1981; the load factor was -
down from 759/ to 529/
while the losses up from Rs.
315 million to Rs. 428 mil-
lion during the same period.
Last year, the respective fig-

' go to the back, e -
go to the back, share seats,..ures were reported_to be .

even worse.

What is urgently needed
today is the co-ordination of
the SLCTB and the private
sector services, in conjunction
with the CGR (which is also
under the Transport Ministry),
both to provide a more effi-
cient service to the public
and prevent the colossal
waste of national resources-
unlese the Convennment’s in-
tention is to eliminate the
public sector services altoge-
ther.

While fares increase sho-
uld not be allowed to become
the ready means to cover up
the SLCTB’s losses, due in
part to inefficient manage-
ment and waste.

(Operations on Route
No. 212 from Pamunuwa to
Maharagama is a classic illus-
tration, if the Minister wants
one.) Private operators should
be brought under greater
supervision.

The present ‘‘competi-
tive and rival approach”
should be replaced with a
“supplementary and cons-
tructive approach.”’

On my assessment, this

is too big a task for Mr.

‘Mohamed. Why not call in

an expert lik: Mr. AR.P.

Wijesekera, if he is willing?
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The plantation workers of
Sri Lanka, who form the
backbone of the plantation
economy which still earns the
greater part of our foreign
exchange, are not only the
most exploited section of our
working class. They are also
the most discriminated ag-
ainst—both politically and so-
cially. By all logic, they
should be at the vanguard
of the revolutionary move-
ment. But, as a result of
the machinations of Thonda-
man and his Ceylon Workers’
Congress, and due to the
failure of the left movement,
they have been made to be-
come a reservoir for react-
ion. It is this paradox that
we must seek to unrevel.

The plantation workers of

Indian origin were brought
to this country in the middle
of the last century by the
British colonialists to open
up and then work in their
coffee, tea and rubber plan-
tations. Even now we can
hear plaintive songs about
how they were inveigled into
coming to Sri Lanka by the
Head Kanganies who lured
them with promises that
gold was to be found under
the Tea bushes. - Thousands
died in transit. Still more
thousands perished due to
epidemics. It was then that
the Government of India came
forward to compel the Go-
vernment of Ceylon (both
being British) to pass legis-
lation to safeguard the health
of these workers. But till
1940 when the Madras Go-
vernment, on the advice of
Nehru, banned Indian immi-
gration into Ceylon, these
workers were unable to or-
ganise themselves into trade
unions because recalcitrant
labour could always be re-
patriated to India by the
Planters.
It was while Nehru was
in Ceylon for talks with the
Ceylon Government to re-
solve what even then was
called the Ceylon-Indian pro-
blem that he gave the re-
actionary advice to the Ind-
ian leaders of these workers
that they should form a se-
perate political organisation
to fight for the rights of
Indians in Ceylon. Thus was
born the Ceylon — Indian
Congress.

The Ceylon — Indian Con-
ress Labour Union, which
was the precursor to the
present  Ceylon Workers’
Congress, was an cff-shoot
of the Ceylon Indian Cong-
ress because the leaders re-
alised tha: they could rot
win the allegiancz of the
workers of Indian origin
without catering to their
trade vnion demands. If Ne-
hru had not given this un-
fortunate advice, the possi-
bility existed thut these
workers might have joined
common class organisations
along with their Sinhalese
brethren. History would then
have been different. Ofco-
urse, Nehru did not meet
working class leaders. Those

The plight of

the planta
orker

and the role of Thondaman

whom he met were the
parasites who fed on these
workers — the Head Kanga-
nies, the businessmen, traders,
lawyers, etc. who had come

in the wake of the Indian
immigration.
But, nevertheless, the

organisations of these workers
of Indian origin played a
progressive role in the early
days. In the 1947 General
Election, when these workers
still had the vote, they el-
ected to parliament seven
of thelr leaders from the
Ceylon Indian Congress. |In
another 14 electorates they
tilted the scales against the
U.N.P. and helped left can-

didates to 'Win. The flesson having rendered the w

Thondaman

it must, thus, be clear
that it was ‘the :U.N.P.
that was responsible for

is the source of Thondaman’s
wealth.

The paradox of a rich
piantation owner being the
president of a plantation
workers’ union is sometimes
hard to be understood by
most people. To understand
this we must realise that the
plantation workers of Indian
origin are oppressed both as a
ciass and 3s 2 national mino-
rity. It is by championing
the national interests of these
workers and in the absence of
a correct, alternative, and re-
volutionary leadership by the
left that " enabled Thondaman
to win the political zllegiance

by

N. Sanmugathasan

was not lost on D.S. Sena-
nayake. He realised what the
left movement had not com-
pletely grasped, namely that
these workers, because of
their class origins, were po-
tential recruits to the revo-
jutionary movement, and,
therefore, a threat to him
and his class. He decided
that they should be repressed.

What goaded him into
action was the resuit of the
Kandy by-election, after the
first parliamentary election,
where the U.N.P. and anti
U.N.P. votes were more or
less evenly divided and the
issue was decided by the
votes of the people of in-
dian Origin. That was how
Mr. T.B. llangaratne first en-
tered parliament. D.S. Sena-
nayake swore that it should
never happen again. In 1948,
he brought forward the Citi-
zenship acts which rendered
the bulk of the workers of
Indian Origin stateless and,
therefore, voteless. Beyond
staging 2 token Satyagraha
the C.W.C. was powerless
to do anything. It was in-
capable of revclutionary act-
ion. -It is to the eternal
shame of the left movement
that it stood paralysed, un-
able to take a firm, princi-
pled stand. [t was a major
concession to Sinhala chauv-
inism. Senanayake had won
a bloodless wvictory.

ers of Indian Origin sta-
teless and voteless - poli-
tical pariahs of Sri Lanka.
How comes it then that
they have today been
brought to a position of
being the main prop of
the present U.N.P. Govern-
ment.

To understand this, we
must understand  the class
background of Thondaman,
the leader of the C.W.C.:
and also understand the sins
of commission and omission
of the left as well as the
rest of the anti — U. N.P.
movement. Thondaman was
the son of a Head Kangany.
This tribe of Head Kanganies
were a very powerful one
during the days of the Plan-
ters Raj. It used to be said
that some of them were
even more powerful than the
planters, to whom they some-
times acted as money lenders.
They fattened on the blood
of the plantation workers on
whose behalf they used to
receive as pence meney four
cents per day that every
worker in his gang worked.

There were also other
forms by which these workers
were exploited by these Head
Kanganies. From this accu-
mulated wealth several Head
Kanganies bought up plantat-
jons and became planters
themselves. Thondaman’s fat-
her was one of them. That

be emphasized is that it is hls
class interests and not the in-
terests of the workers that
finds Thodaman in the same
camp with J. R. Jayawardena,
leader of the party that has
most oppressed these work-
ers. It was in the interests of
U.N P. reaction with which he
was zllied that Thondaman led
the plantation workers to be-
come the prop of reaction.
Of course, we must give
Thondaman his due. Heis a
clever organiser and an able
strategist. He fashioned the
Ceylon Workers  Congress
into a powerfully knit trade
union. He did this with organ-
isatiopal and financial assis-
tance from the International
Federation of Free Trade
Unions and the American
A F.L.——C.1.O. some ofwhose
officers have been in SriLanka
for long periods-—helping the
C.W.C. organisationally. But
because of the restraints of
his class interests, he has never
used this organisational stren-
gth, which is undoubted, to
win any major demand for the
plantation workers. For exam-
ple despite the many pro-
blems of the plantation work-
ers, there never has been a
successful general strike of
plantation workers. In 1953

also, when almost the entirety

of the working class observed
a Hartal, Thondaman kept the
C.W.C. ot of it on the ad-

ion

vice of the Indian High Coms-
mission.

During the General Electi-
ons of 1977, Thondaman pro-
mised the plantation workers
that he would obtain two ma-
jor demands for them. One
was monthly wages. The other
was equal pay for equal work,
irrespective of sex. Despite
Thondaman being a Minister
for the last five years and
despite his friend J. R. Jaya-
wardene being the Minister
in charge of plantations, these
demands remain pipe dreams
for the plantation workers.

Similarly although the Go-
vernment has given two wages
increases of Rs. 171/- and Rs.
100/- to the public sector on
account of the rise in the cost
of living, these increases have
not been passed on to the
plantation sector alhough they
are part of the state sector.
Half a million of them still re-
main state-less and voteless.
The conditions of their educa-
tion, housing, sanitation and

of these_workers: What.must... health. .remain. the. worst..in..
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Sri Lanka. Their mortality rate
is the highest.

During the last communal
riots in 1981, the plantation
workers of Indian origin, ra-
ther than the lJaffna Tamils,
were the major target of Sin-
halw mob violence.We heard
from the President’s own
mouth that the instigators of
this communal violence were
UNP men against a few of
whom he took half-hearted
disciplinary action, including,
in one case, expulsion from
the parliament. The recent
phenomenal rise in the cost of
living due to indirect taxes
and other budgetary proposals
has hit the plantation workers
more than the rest of the na-
tion.

Yet, Thondaman licks the
foot that klcked the plantation
workers. If not for the supp-
ort of the plantation workers
the UNP could not have won
the referendum. In the Presi-
dential Elections, too, the
highest polls for the president
were in the three plantation
districts of Badulla, Nuwara-
Eliya- and Kandy. This bhas
obviously put Thondaman in 2
favourable bargaining position
and he has used this to obtain
minor concessions But noth-
ing major. Thondaman  has
prostituted the trusting allegi-
ance of the plantation workers
for his class interests.

But that he was able to do
this was due to failure of the
left movement to organise
these workers in revolhution-
ary class organisatiors In the
early days the left movement

(Continued Overleaf)
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previous issue)

We must recognise that al'
governments which cease to
be accountable through a sub-
verting. of the
process, tampering with - the
judiciary and clamping down
on free expression are bound
to be for more stupid, clumsy,
wasteful, insensitive and vio-
lent than they would other-
wise have been. And when
they run into deep trouble
they pick on the minorities
and other vulnerable sections
of society to create diversions.
We have seen this in Sri Lanka.
Communist governments have
often picked on the so——
called bourgeosie and intelli-
gentsia, at least those sections
who did not support them.
Following the declaration of
martial law in Poland, the
media blamed the shortages
on the ageing and dwindling
Jewish population, which was
accused of hoarding.

Niczragua, which you high-

s
democratic

s

lighted in one of your article
too seems to be sadly drifting
this way. The Sandanista
government's  committment
to political pluraflism and a
mixed economy is increasingly
in doubt. La Prensa, an inde-
pendent newspaper with a re-
cord of opposition to the
Somoza dictatorship, finds it
self increasingly harrassed.Any
criticism of a ‘socialist state,
is routinely censored. Misgui-
ded US efforts topple the
Sandanista government have
given the communists in the
government an excuse  to
adopt dictatorial measures and
edge the non——communists
out. People who comptlain find
themselves in. prison. And
non——communist, lefe of cen-
tre intellectuals who partici-
patad in the revolution, like

Alfredo Cesar, have found
their positions increasingly
untenable.

It is difficult for those
ideologically committed to re-
cognise the human failings of

baturd 1y Revnew

those they once followed. But
the christian who starts from
the premise of human frailty,
and perfectibility only through
divine grace, is enjoined even
to change sides and be with
the oppressed change sides
when the oppressed turns the
oppressor (—the French. hisro-
rian Christian and former re-
sistance fighter Jacques Ellul
in his book ‘Violence')

Fr. Singarayar once stated
publicly, ‘should a single Sin-
halese find himself oppressed
in a future state of Eelam, |
and my church, will by our
faith, be enjoined to take his
part’. He has done no more
than to reiterate the Christian
Stand. One wishes that the
Singalese clergy will follow
his example. The charges
against him make no moral
sense. If they were in any
sense wise, most of the
Roman Cathelic clergy in
Northern Ireland would have
found themselves behind bars
today.

For two thousand years the
role of the clergyman has
been one where he could move
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_tic exercise from

freely among people
classes, among those within or
without the faw, among those
for or against the powers that
be, keep confidences, hear
<onfessions and give counsel,
without reference to any secu-
{ar aythority. Their role as
channels of communication and
as honest brokers bas helped
to mitigate conflicts, and ru-

lers have found it prudent not o

to meddle. The British govern-
ment which finds itself con-
fronting the IRA has evidently
found the role of the Catho-
lic clergy a useful one. The
government of Sri Lanka can-
not recognise an asset when it
sees one. Perhaps they will,
if they are bent on settlement
rather than on <confrontation.

David Hirst, the Guardian's
Middle-Eastern correspondent
is widely known as a crusader
for Palestinian rights. In one
dispatch he took the PLO to

of all
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the Shal
Muslim population of Lebanon
by their high-handed conduct

task for alienating

and’ in consequence playing
into lsraels hands. (lsraeli
bombing of Lebanese villages
was deliberately aimed at
bringing about a rift between
the local and the Palestinian
refugee population) | put this
charge to a Palestinian at a
meeting of the Oxford Pales-
tine Group, He replied, ‘we
must face up to it and treat
it as criticism from a friend’.
If we cease to be critical and
give ourselves to blind adula-

tion, we will not oniy let
down our friends, but wiil
lose our liberty. In the best

traditions of the free Press, |
trust the Saturday Review will
adopt a more critical and even
handed approach to events
and people.
Yours sincerely,
Rajan Hoole
(M R. R. Hoole.)

The pllght of the p!antatln

worker...
(Continued from page 5)

was conscious of the revolu-
tionary potential of these

-workers. But-as parliamentary

opportunism overtook it, it
fell a prey to Sinhala chauvi-
nism and abandoned the wor-
kers of indian Origin to the
tender mercies of Thondaman.
Once the plantation workers
lost their right to vote, they
became usless to the parlia-
mentary left. Jlsah.

The way the plantations
were nationalised also made
the plantation workers hostile.
it was a thoroughly bureacra-
the top
without any participation of
the workers or their mobili-
sation from below. On the
contrary, they distinctly felt
that  their jobs and homes
were threatened. The speech-
es of SLFP right wingers, like
Anura Bandaranayake, that the
Government would take over
ten thousands acres of plan-
tations for village develop-
ment did not help.Neither did
the speech of Hector Kobbe-
kadawa threatening to deport
Thondaman. Nor did Dr. Col-
vin R. De Siiva as Minister

for plantations, solve any of

the economic problems facing
these workers.

Thus was the leadership of
these workers betrayed to
Thondaman. The old left par-
ties as weil as the SLFP have
always argued that any con-
cessions ‘to the workers of
Indian Origln would estrange
them from the Sinhalese peo-
ple. This hos now being proved
false.© J. R.. and Thondaman
have come to a firm 2alliance
without any backlash of oppo-

alliance

A firm

sition from the Sinhalese.

The plantation workers
must be led back to their
proper place in the revoluti-
onary ranks. VWe cannot write
them off as a reactionary for-
ce. It will take time to re-
build confidence. But it has
to be done. Both the left and
the rest of the anti-U.N.P.
movement must boldly and
unconditionally champion the
demands of the plantation
workers, not for opportuni-
stic reasons but because the
demands are just.

Revolutionary

potential

can be no doubt
about the  revolutionary
potential of these workers.
Our experiance with the Red
Flag Union during its hey day
in the latter half of the six-
ties, amply demonstrates this.
Given a revolutionary leader-
ship, the plantation workers
of Indian crigin are second
to none. Instead of lagging be-
hind reaction, they must take
their rightful place at the head
of the revolutionary ranks.

There
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Now and then you hear the
officials of the Ministry of
Agriculture both at Colombo
and Peradeniya exhorting peo-
ple to cultivate new crops.
The crops mentioned during
“the last couple of years have
been wheat, soyabeans and
winged beans. The extension
officers in the field also re-
peat their master’s voices.Not
one of them has the faintest
idea where the land for these
crops is to be secured ——per-
haps it is not one of their
“functions.! When confronted
“they will give you a ready
answer ‘where there is a will,
there is a .way’. Like them,
many people take it for gran-
ted that land is always avai-
fable. For agriculture one not
only needs seed but also land,
water, fertilizer and pesticide
as well as. technical know-
‘how and manragement So the
person who exhorts for a new
~crop should also tell the far-
mers where and how other
inputs can be found, the most
important of which is land.

Robbing Peter
“to pay Paul

For new schemes, it is pos-
-sible to find the land for the
inew crops because the autho-

rities can stipulate what crops
‘are to be cultivated. But with
the majority of cutivators in
-old and settled villages, when
crequested for cultivation of
mew crops, they would possi-
bly give up some existing
crops to make room for the

‘new crops. So.it is a. casa.ef, mcv '

«robbing Peter to pay Paul.
<Qtherwise, how can one ex-
plain the decrease to the ex-
‘tent of about half a million
-acres in the cultivation of
‘kurakkan, maize, sorghum,
manioc and swee: potatoes
<over the past ten years accord-
ing to official statistics. It isa
-staggering figure. Is it due to
the increased yield rate of
some of the crops that the
warea was reduced? Or is it
-the easy availability of rice
-and wheat that discouraged
~this cultivation? Or is it due
to some of these lands being
~cultivated with other crops
(pulses, chillies, sugar cane)?
“Some in—depth studies are
needed for the answer.

Best combination

-of crops

How do we set about the
cultivation of new crops in
»settled villages? If there is
any uncultivated land available,
this is the first choice or if
~the crop can be rotated with
an existing crop, the remedy
«fs simple. Otherwise it is a
~difficult question to deter-
mine which of the existing
~crops have to be dropped to
give room for the new crop.
Technical and eccnomic consi-
derations will have to te
given in this determinaticn.
A further consideration will
have to bz given from the
angle of nutrition—does the
nation need more cereals or
tuber cron»s or oil seeds or
rpulses or some combinaticn
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of these to'supplement the
exi:ting food that is Ioc=||/
produced. 2 4
In new schemes some stud~
ies couid be made for the
best combination of crops in-
clusive of the new crops. Af-
ter some years whendata col-
lected are available, a linear
programming can be done to
determine the best combina-
tion of crops for optimum
results having the objectives
clear. The writer has witnes-
sed this in the Sudan. when a
team from Cambridge collec-
ted data on the various crops
cultivated and cost of produc-
tion in the Gezira Scheme.
The scheme is one for cotton
but with subsidiary foed cro-
ps as well for one million
acres. Once the results of
linear programming are made
available the authorities can
insist on the best com-
bination of crops to be
cultivated and apportion the
areas for the various crops
season by season as the Gezira
Board is doing.

Protein

¢ When considering  new
crops let us remember that
feeding our people (quantity
wise and quality wise) should
be our chief aim. For practi-
cal nutritional purposes, foods
are generally placed into 4
major categories:-

(1) Rice, bread and other
cereal products,

(2) Fruits and vegetables,

(3) Meat, fish, eggs, beans,
peas and nuts,

(4) Milk and other dairy
products.
Preferably each meal should
contain items from each of
the 4 categories. It is possi-
bly too tall an order to ex-
pect our masses to find the
means, leave aside the know-
ledge, to follow this advice.
However we can approach
this ideal as best as we can.

We still have a section of
our population with calorie
insufficiency. It may not be
due to lack of food in the
market but due to the inabi-
lity to find the money to buy
the needed food. Therefore
food (mainly cereals) must be
made available at reasonable
prices for the consumers. Thus
local production should be
kept up. The new crop wheat
should be encouraged. Every
efforr should be made to res-
tore the half million acres
lost during the last ten years
mentioned  earlier——whether
it should be the same crops
or other Crops does not mat-
ter very much provided land

=3Il countr
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is not allowed to be fallow.
These foods will give the
variety instead of depending
mostly on rice and wheat
flour for the needed calories.

There are more people in
this country with protein de-
ficiency than calorie deficiency.
Like most third world coun-
tries we receive most of the
proteins from vegetable sour-
ces. Hence the present incre-
ase in the cultivation of pulses,
a good source of protein, is
in the right direction. Further
steps should be taken in incre-
asing the acreage under green
gram, ulundu and other pulses.
The new crop soya beans, rich
in protein, should be encoura-
ged. Equally its conversion to
palatable and easily digestible
food should be followed,
15 I the ol
Far Eastern countries make
the best use of soya beans.
Why can’t we?

We have also been making
some progress in the cultiva-
tion of gingelly and ground-
nuts, another good source of
Protein. Some stress can made
in the promotion of their cul-
tivation in new land schemes.

Closer home, in the Jaffna
Peninsula we have been culti-
vating annualy about 25,000
acres with highland crops. The
pattern of this cultivation has
changed during the last half
century. When the writer
was a boy; he had - witnessed
the Jaffna villages concentra-
ting on Malayalam tobacco-this

"was a big cash

PR

crop those
days. Besides tobacco, the
people cultivated vegetables,
manioz,  kurakkan and some
coarse grains. ~ With World
War 2 and the non-availabi-
lity of many food items, there
was- a boost for local produ-
ction and onions and chillies

replaced Tobacco as a cash

crop. They still remain so
with potatoes & grapes in the
second place. With limited
land and water (with fear of
salinity) if new crops are to
be considered they have to
take the place of some of the
existing crops. Recently the
writer spent a day in his vill-
age when the people were
harvesting onions. They re-
peated the sad story of the
price of cpions sha ,

(50/-
before harvest & they fear
the price may even fall to Rs.
70/- due to temporary glut

was Rs. per cwt 1ust

and import. So this is a crop
that needs consideration whe-
ther we should persist in its
cultivation. Either steps
should be taken (possibly by
NDAPC Union) for some ex-
port of the crop immediately
after harvest so that prices
may not fall to the great dis-
advantage of the producers or
in the alternative reduce the
extent under onions and con-
sider another crop in its place.
The third possibility is not to
import at the time of harvest
but we have not been success-

i local

ful. 1| understand some -ex-
ports of onions to the Middle
East is not beyond wus. India
& Pakistan are ‘successfully
selling some of their _ chions
to the Middle East. ' Why
should not we follow their
methods ? Should we not

.send a team to study’ how.

onions are exported from
India & Pakistan to the Middle

East and Singapore - grade,
quality methods of packing,
transport and matters con-’

cerning trade ?  The time has
come for some re-thinking of
our girden crops. In this

re- -thinking we can consuder

new crops.
When new crops are to be

introduced we are beset with

a host of problems.  Should
they be on new land or on

existing land and if the latter -

whether in rotation with some
crop ‘or at the ‘expense of
another crop or other crops?
In this connection | am remin-
ded of what a team of experts

on ‘World Food Prospects
and  Agrleultural Potential®
had stated:-

“Only scientists develop
new technologies. Only far-
mes produce food. Motiva-

tion and incentives are impor-
tant for both scientific dis-
covery and food production.
Food-production research is a
process, a continuing search
to unravel mysteries. The
pace of agricultural production
must be forced, and technolo-
gies must be tailored to each

=5 'acae; stists  who
also know how to farm-crea-
tures who are becoming rare
indeed’’

Where to farm

and what crops

So what we need is the
advice of scientist who also
know how to farm. This
advice would also include
answers to where to farm and
with what crops (new and or
old) by smail regions. The
farmers then produce food.

Latest reports indicate that
onion producer prices are
encouraging.

C.R.M.

Thorked at -Cabinet decision

A meeting of the Civil
Rights Movement of Sri Lanka
held on 15 April 1983, pre-
sided over by its Chairman the
Rt. Reverend Lakshman
Wickremesinghe, adopted
the following resolution.

The Civil Rights Movement
is deeply shocked at and stro-
ngly condemns the action of the
Cabinet-in deciding that the
damages and costs awarded
personally against the Superin-
tendent of Police, Gampaha ,in
the successful application for
breach of fundamental rights
filed against him by the Reve-
rend Daramitipola Ratnasara

Thero,Secretary Pavidi Handa
(““Voice of Clergy'’), be paid
out of public funds, and that
the said Superintendent - of
Police be promoted. The
decision is reported to have
been made in order to ensure
that “‘public officers should
do their jobs and follow orders
without fear of consequences
from adverse court decisions’’
The state controlled Daily
News 4th March 83.

CRM states that this step
amounts to a governmental

endorsement of the action of -

the SP who was found guilty by

the Supreme Court of illegally
seizingthe Pavidi Handa
leaflets during the referendum
campaign and thereby interefe-
ring with the petitioner’s
constitutionally ° guaranteed
right of freedom expression
and publication. It throws fur-
ther doubt con the fairness of
the referendum, acts as an
encouragement  to similiar
breaches of fundamental rights
of the people by police
officers, and has the effect
of undermining the role of
the judiciary in protecting the
rights of the people.
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The first two 3 b4 b

/ d y Tamil literature. Such»

ms{a;menfs of dthlf K a I I asa at s assimilation does not come-

a;l' tic g RaPI_’ea" ea in merely by translation of

the SR issues of foreign works into Tamil in-

April 2 & April 9 by the working people through  ¢he absence of an internal
class struggle. base attuned to It. The:

The ruling class bias of
great works of poetry can
be seen in their indifference
to or neglect of real stru-
ggle by the downtrodden and
a pre occupation of the poets
with utopia based invariably
on the moral reformation of
the ruling class without de-
throning it. There were poets
fike the Nayanmar and Alwar
who became spokesmen of
struggle. They even founded
a reformed religious way
pro climing that all were equal
before god. But exploitat-
ion and oppression continued
and ‘‘those of the high caste
behaved like gods™. People’s
aspirations took the form of
struggle again and this time
the Siththar who condemned
customs and rituals raised
their voice against the caste
order too. The Siththar,
however, were again a pe.
culiar breed of utopians. Their
critique of the society was
incisive but they divorced
themselves from it and found
solace in isolation. Even the
most radical rationalist critics
of society could not eman-
cipate their own minds from
a religious, utopian frame of
thought. Kambar’s utopia was
a grand Ram Raj. One of
his most pregnant express-
ions about the triumph of
humanity — wreflcib Gever
S — sums up everything.
That is the point which sig-
nifies the triumph of the

2
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critical ‘,
method - 3

ideal; and the ideal is nothing
else but humanity itself in
its total poetic beauty that
was Kambar's Ram Raj.

The dialectical connection

wanted social revolution. He
did not believe in a past
Kirutha Yugam, he made it
the great society of the
future. Relating Bharathi to

Kailasapathy‘s own balanced
stand on antiquity (wzpen 1)
and novelty (yse»wo) comes
out clearly in his critical
assessment of Bharathi. He
speaks approvingly of the
general attitude of Bharathi
on the relationship between
antiquity and novelty. Bhar-
athi believed in assimilating
many new ideas and creating

by

Dr. N. Shanmugaratnam

Tokyo

between utopia, realism and
struggle becomes more dis-
cernible as we move closer
to our own times to Bharathi
who was a poet of a great
era. He was a link between
two eras and his historic
importance derives from his
contradictory personality. Yet,
in the final analysis Bharathi’s
utopia was based on a radi-
cal and advanced social con-
siousness. One sees flife in
its most real form in his
poetry. Bharathi’s heroes were
the radical bourgeois nation-
alists of his time but asa
thinker he was far ahead of
the leaders he admired. He
represents continuity in - the
sense that he retained the
philosophical idealism of his
predecessors but at the same
time he represents a radical
rupture in poetic vision be-
cause of his faith in the
power of the people to de-
stroy and reconstruct. He
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Poet Bharathi

Indian class reality is easier
not - only be™use he speaks
of our own times and of
a reality shared by us but
also due to his forward look-
ing utopianism that clearly
sees and exposes the in-
justices of the present. His
utopia itself can be related
to an ideal that is sought
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great concern, says

Aussie 1.C.J. official

«Evil prospers when
' good men remain silent’
So stated Mr. Rodney
Lewis, Secretary General of
the Australian section of the
International -~ Commission
of Jurists, when concluding
his speech as Guest of Ho-
nour, at a Bharatha Nati-
yam Recital function held
by the Eelam Tamil Associ-
ation of Australia at Mac-
quarie University, Sydney,
on Sunday the 27 th of
March 1983. The {unction
was attended by a larga
number of  Australians,
Eelam Tamils, Tamils from
Tamil Nadu, Malaysia, Sin-
gapore and many other
parts of the world.

Mr. Lewis exhorted
fellow Australians to show
greater concern and to
speak out regarding vio-
lation of human rights in a

fellow Commonwealth
i country such as Sri Lanka

By SR

with which  Australia has
so many ties. He said *‘|
am not concerned (at least
as cecretary general of the
1.C J.) with the formation
of a separate state but |
am concerned with the
state of human rights in
Sri Lanka and that concern
arises not only from my
visit there but because the
1.C.J. has now produced
and published a report which
is called ETHNIC CONFLI-
CTS AND VIOLENCE IN
SRI LANKA. It was pre-
pared by Professor Virginia
‘A. Leary of University of
New York Buffalo.”

The 1.C.J. has sent this
report to the government
heads of  Australia aud
Sri Lanka and the High
Commissioner of Sri Lanka.
He "added that the High
Commissioner in his detai-
led reply failed to respond
to the criticism of most

Sydney Correspondent)

important aspect of the
report, legislation which is
called the ‘Prevention of
Terrorism Act’. He went
on to stress to the audience
that the provisions of this
Act of Sri Lanka were cau-
sing great concern to all
members of the I.C J.

Mr. Lewis said that the
aforementioned ‘law’ had _
conditions which were out-
lawed by the International
Covenant Sri  Lanka has
ratified together with other
countries and that the ‘law’
has been summed up in the
1.C.J. report as follows,
“The South African Terr-
orism Act is a plece of
legislative which must shock
the conscience of any lawyer
many of the provisions of
the Sri Lankan Act are equ-
ally contrary to the accep-
ted principles of the rule
of law”’. “‘The Interna-
tional Covenont on Civil

.the elements that must
from

a new life but healso be
lieved that we cannot comp-
letely reject the past and
create anything novel out of
a vacuum. This is Kailasa-
pathy’s own position too,
but in a Marxist sense, and
this must be grasped to un-
derstand his attitude towards
novelty in theory. He directed
his mind to a historical
materialistic analysis of the
literature of the past in
order to understand the
present and identify the ap-
propriate modes of modern
cultural development to serve
the struggle for social tran-
sformation. He distinguished
be
upheld and retained
those that must be discarded.
The former constitute the
base for modernization. An
index of cultural modernity
is the dynamic evolution of
this base. It is also an index
of a dynamic Tamil identity
as opposed to a static back-
ward looking false identity.
From this premise Kailasa-
pathy’s method seeks to study
the assimilation of novelty

construction of this base is
also a conscious activity of
the literary workers. Kailas:
was undoubtedly an urbane,.
unorthodox Tamil scholar.
But, he believed firmly in-
the most fundamental of ali:
dialectical propositions - the-
distinction between the basis
and the conditions of change:-
in social phenomena and the
primacy of the former as.
the field of manifestation of"
change. His prime concern:
was change in the society"
in which he tived and his
scientific practice was guided.
by that commitment. The-
following thought, expressed:
in one of his latest articles
published, tells us what - Kaila--
sapathy stood for in his life.

“‘Socialism is not a magic
wand. That name (Socialism}
has no superhuman powers.:
Socialism must be created:
and properly run by the:
people’’.

Kailasapathy’s approach as:
shown here has a historical’
perspective. He studied the-
great classics against their-
actual historical background’
and became a foremost pio-
neer in exploding many myths .
and educating generations of '
students that “nothing can be
beyond criticism and no work
or author can be sanctified:
without violence te- truth.
He formulated and popula--
rised a scientific method
which has helped us to study,
enjoy and evaluate literary
works in a changing world..
Kailas will live on by the:
irrepressible power of  his
thoughts.

(Concluded)
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and Political Rights has been

 ratified by Sri Lanka; mea-

ning intent to put and give
effect’”’. = By implementing
this, Sri Lanka can publicly
indicate that it is prepared
to submit itself as a coun-
try to international scrutiny
as a result of private com-
plaint by persons affected
by the national law. He
said that this will “‘Assist
those people who claim that
they are being victimised
by the police- and by the

army of the Government
of Sri Lanka'’. :
He very clearly called
upon the conscience of all
the people present by say-
ing “'If indeed you are.con--
cerned about human rights--
and | am taking about your-
rights (as human beings)
then we must all do some-
thing, if only to speak out,
to speak our minds; there
is a saying—'Evil prospers
when good men remain
silent” that is true today’’.
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‘Evil prospers

when good

remain

---Rodney

men

sitent’

Lewis

Secy General, I. C. J. , Australia

S SNl L T S R ———




April 23, 1983

worker

Kanagarani Vivekanandan
~of Vavuniya who alleges that
she was forced to prepare dis-
torted statements of accounts
by officers of the Armed for-
—ces at Gurunagar ArmyCamp in
Jaffna for the purpose of im-
plicating Gandhiyan Secretary
Dr. S. Rajasundaram in Terr-
~orism activities, has petitioned
'the Supreme Court against
-infringement of her fundamen-
tal rights.
Twenty-nine years old Kana-
_garani who is a mother of
two children and now in the
~fourth month of pregnancy has
been helping Gandhiyam as a
Book-keeper and cierk in the
Vavuniya office of Gandhiyam.
In a petition to the Supreme
“Court filed by her Attorney
“C. V. Vivekanthan on the 25th
April, Kanagarani states, inter
aliya: "
‘“Gandhiyam is a voluntary
social service organisation en-
.gaged in re-settling and render-
ing financial and material as
well as service assistance to
Tamil refugee victims of the
-successive  communal riots,
~particularly those dislodged
~from their homes and line
vrooms in the hill country es-
tate areas and seeking refuge
iin the Northern and Eastetn
Provinces. The organisation
runs farms in land purchased
by it or donated to it and
fands of which it has acquired
“{easehold rights wherein it re-
settles such refugees. It rend-
ers financial and material aiss-
tance and also channels the
services of volunteers to such
refugees re-settled by it and he
~other refugees re settled on
their own and in need of such
assistance. Such services in-
~clude the running of sehools
~and chanelling medical care.
Account books
removed
On 6th April 1983 a team
-of Army and Police officers
‘headed by Brigadier Balthazaar
~and including Mzjor Saliya Ku-
fatnga came to the Vavuniya
office of Gandhiyam and arr-
ested and rook away in custody
its Organising Secretary, So-
masundaram R jasundaram k 3
Registei—ed Medics| Practition-
er. Later “he'same day they re-
turnéd cothe szid offica wirth

the said Dr. Rapsundaram in
custody =nd searched the office
and rewoved several files
books of rccounts and docu-

sments of Gandhiyam.

She subsequently learnt
that Dr. Rajasundaram was be-
ing detained in" army custody
at the Army Camp at Guru-
nagar, Jaffna and that the Pre-
sident of = Gandhiyam, Mr.
Arulanandam David had been
arrested by the police at his
place of residence in Colombo
and held at the CID office at
first and was later being de-
tained in army custody at the
the Panagoda Army Cantor-
ment.

On |6th April 1983, offi-
cers of the Vavuniya Police
headed by Mr. Hearth, the
Superintendant of Police Vavu-
niya, and including Mr. Krish-
narajah, Inspector of Police
and Offlcer-in-Charge of the
Vavuniya police Station, came
to the said officee of Gandhi-
yam. Mt. Krlshmara;ah ques-
tioned her’
the work done by Gandhiyam
and recorded her replies. The
Police party then wanted to
remove further files and docu-
ments, ut desisted from do-
ing so on her requesting them
not te do so in the absence
of Dr. Rajasundaram and went
away.

A Saturday

ciently conversant in English
and would not have written
to the petitioner in English
unless he was forced to write
the said letter.

The next day (22nd April
1983) She reported at the
Gudunagar Army Caup at about
10-30 a. m. as instructed by
said officers, The person re-
ferred to as ““OIC”’, whom
the petitioner believes, but
is not certain, to be Major
Kulatunga, was thare along
with Dr. Rajasundaram.

Dr. Rajasundaram appeared
to her to have thinned much
since his arrest, very week
and eyes sunken. His speech
was hardly audible.

The person referred to as

Revnew

andhiyam woman
petitions
the Supreme Court

with the auditors and such
accounts ara in the Process of
of audit. The 1982 books
have been taken overf by ithe
Police and Army. ,

Out of more than a hundred
volunters who have worked
for the Gandhiyam 4 or 5
persons are alleged to have
bsen involved in acts of vio-
lence after they ceased to be
such volunteers. None of such
persons are even alleged to
have committed any offence
while they were working as
volunteers at the Gandhiyam.
As volunteers they had recei-
ved a small allowence at t he
respective farms they worked
at. The true and detailed
particulars of such payments

in Vavuniya and she couid;
not come the next day. The
person referred to as ‘OIC’
then spoke to someone on
the telepone and told the
Petitioner that she may go
and come back on Monday
(25th April 1983) having
prepared the (distorted) ac-
counts if possible also tran-
slated to English.

‘““When the Petitioner
stood up to leave, the
person referred to as ‘CIC’
told her that she must
not tel!l anyone at all that
she was asked to prepare
those statements of (dis-
torted) accounts and that
if they came to know that

“OIC" thereafter required are recorded in the relevant anyone other than had been
Dr. Rajasundaram to get the books. Yet the said officers told about it they would
petitioner to write out certain _were attemptingsto-causesthe warrest:sherwand bring her

account particulars 'in a2 way
different from the audited
accounts and ina way in which
there would be distortion.
The person refered to as ‘SP’
and “*ASP’’ who had gone to
the Jaffna Police station in
search of the petitioner came
back into the Office and the
person referred to as ‘‘S. P.’

‘She was asked to write

petitioner to prepare a (dis-
torted) account to show that
Dr. Rajasundaram had paid

money to ‘‘Terrorists.”
Startled by this request
she asked Dr. Rajasundarm

“‘Sir, these people are asking
us to prepare such state-
ments of accounts: we do
not know whether they arg

distorted accounts and told

to keep quiet about it’

On 21Ist April 1983 at
about. 11-00 a. m. several
Army and Police Officars, at
least three of whom had been
in the party thatarrested the
siid Dr. Rajasundaram on 6th
April 1983, one referrcd to
by others as *"OIC"" another
referred to by others as ‘S.P.’
and the other referred by
others as ““A.SP.”" came to
the said Office of Gandhiyam
with a letter the Petitioner
from Dr. Rajasundaram. The
letter was in English and the
Petitioner could not read it,
but understood when read out
to her to be to effect that
accounts had to be done and
for the Petitioner to come to
the Grunagar Army Camp with
the cileulator. The said Offi-
c=-s wanted her to go with
immediately but the
pari‘ioner told them  she
covlid not go immediately, but

them

©would come the next day. Dr.

P isundaram was aware that
the peti‘ioner was not suffi-

asked the person referred to
as “OIC”" whether he had ins-
tructed the petitioner and Dr,
Rajasundaram to prepare the
accounts in the mannea in
which the aunhorities required
them and the latter replied in
the affirmative, The officers
wanted the said (distorted)
accounts prepared in Sinhala
or English and the petitioner
told them that she could not
do so and Dr.
was required to get the peti-
tioner to prepare the said
(distorted) accounts

The petitioner states that
the accounts of the Gandhiyam
for the years 1977 to 1980
have been duly prepared and
audited, by qualified persons
and the audited statements
h:d been submitted to the
Social Service Department,and
Police and Army personal who
raided the Gandhiyam office
have taken over copies of the
same and all the books of
accounts. The 1981 books are

Rajasundaram”

terrorist. Why should we
make out such statements?’’
Dr. Rajasundaram replied very
weakly and in a forlorn tone,
‘‘Since they are asking, do
it’’. The Petiv:oner then ask-
ed him, ‘‘Are they torment-
ing you sir?”” Dr. Rajasunda-
ram replied “Yes''. This en-
tire conversation was in Tamil,
but at this point the person

referred to as the “OIC”
appearing to sense that the
conversation had = deviated

from what he had expected,
sharply crdered another officer
to move and sit by the
side of Dr. Rajasundaram and
the Petitioner.

*‘The Petitioner then star-
ted writing out statement of
accounts as instructed and
as best as she could and
continued tiil 5 p.m. The
person referred to as the
‘OIC’ then asked the Petit-
ioner to go and return the
next day. The Petitioner said
it would be |0 p.m. by the

to the Gurunagar Army
camp without any further
questions.

The Petitioner then did
good-bye to Dr. Rajasunda-
ram and returned home.

The Petitioner states;

a) that she had worked
as a volunteer in the Palamo-
ttai farm of Gandhiyam from
1978 to 1980 and started
helping in accounts only from |
1981 and does not have any
personal knowledge of the
account parciculars upto Jan-
uary 1981.

+ b) that the books of ac-
count of Gandhiyam reflecting
the true and accurate ac
counts of all its income and
expenditure and the names
of all persons who worked
for it at .every period, pro-

perly audited upto 1980 and
the Audited Statements were
already in the hands of the
said officers;

¢). that the Petitioner ap-
prehends that the said offii-
cers required the said (dis-
torted) Accounts to be made
up in the manner aforesaid
with a view to create false
evidence sgainst Gandhiyam
and the said Dr. Rajasunda-
ram as having aided ‘‘terro-

rists’” and perhaps intend to
force the said Dr. Rajasun-
daram to sign and authen-

ticate them.

d) that the Petitioner is

‘not bound in law to carry

out the said orders to write
up distorted statements of
account in the manner afore-
said;

(Continued overleaf )
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Gandhiyam  President S.
Arulanandam David was stri-
pped naked and tortured at
the C.1.D. office and beaten
up by army officers at Pana-
goda later. Protesting the
acts of inhumanity against
the Tamil detenus as well.
Attorney-at-Law G. Kumara-
lingam sent the following tele-
gram to President Jayawar-
dene on April 23rd:

Visited detainees at army
cantonment, Panagoda to-
day (stop) Detainees com-
plained of severe assault by
army personnel on tenth,
eleventh and twelfth ins-
tants and inhuman treat’
ment, handcuffing at night
manacled to cell door dur-
Ing the day, food reduced
etc, (stop) Detainee Raj-
endran passing blood and
suffering from frequency of
micturition due to assault
(stop) Fifty seven years old
architect David stripped
naked and tortured at CID
Office, thereafter subjected
to cruel treatment at army
cantonment to force sign
confession before A.S.P.
and badly beaten by army
officers last night (stop)
Lawyers not permitted
access to David until con-
fession was signed though
court made order permi.
tting access on Tuesday.
Move detainees to Fiscal
custody to prevent this
inhumanity and cause all
violations of human rights
to be inquired by indepen-
dent inquirer = Kumara-
lingam, Attorney-At-Law.

The following letter was
sent by Attorney-at-law G.
Kumaralingam to the Com-
mander of the Sri Lanka Army
in connection with the deten-
tion of Architect Arulanandam
David, President of Gandhi-
yam.

(Continued from page 9)
e) that the said threa-
_tened arrest and consequent
detention of the Petitioner
would be illegal and would
be infringement of her fun-
damental rights guaranteed
by Articles 13(1) and 13(2)
of the Constitution and that
such infringement is about to
occur by executive or ad-
ministrative action.

f) that  non-compliance
with the said person refer-
red to as “OIC” would lead
to the same threatened ar-
rest and detention of the
Petitioner by the said army
and Police offiicers and such
arrest and detenticn would
be illegal and would be in-
fringements of the <aid fun-

damental rights as well as of -

the fundamental right guar-
anteed under Article 13(4)
of the Constitution.
WHEREFORE the Petitioner
prays:
a) in the first instance
for leave of Your Lordships

hiyam wom

Attorney

-at-law comp
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lains to President

‘Gandhiyam head David
stripped naked & tortured’

Arulanandam David: Photograph
taken when he addressed the
T hamil Eelam Convention at

The Commander of the Army,
Army Headquarters,
Colombo-3.

Dear Sir,

Detainee Arulanandam
David-Court of Appeal
Order No. HCA 20/83.

| write further to my letter
to you dated 20th April 1983
on the above subject.

The whole of the 2lst |
spent my time at telephones
trying to confirm the receipt
by your office of the Court’s
Order in respect of lawyers’
access to Mr. Arulanandam

‘David and the conveyance of

orders from your office to the
Commezndant of the Detention

Court to proceed with this
application,

b) that Your Lordships’

"Court be pleased to make

all such order as adre ne-
cessary to prevent a breach
of the Petitioner's funda-
mental rights quaranteed un-
der Aricles 11 and 13 of
the Constitution,

c¢) for such relief and such
direction as Your Lordships
Court may deem just and
equitable in the circumstances,
including and in particular:

i) an order directing the
2nd to 4th Respondents not
to arrest or detain or per-
mit the arrest or detention
the Petitioner in contravent-
jon of Article 13 of the
Constitution

ii) an order directing the
2nd to the 4th Respondent
not to subject the Petitioner
to torture, cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment of
punishment and to take the
necessary precautions to pre-
vent the same,

New York in July last year

Barracks. By afternoon on the
21st, Army Legal Services
acknowledged that the order of
Court had been received and
Headquarters had sent the
“Signal’’ to the barracks.
Barracks Commandant, how-
ever, while confirming receipt
of the *‘Signal”’ said that he
could notfact on the ‘‘Signal’
alone, but had to await writ-
ten orders. Written orders
reached the Barracks 2lst
evening or 22nd morning.

| again gave due notice and
called over at the Army Can-
tonment in the afternoon of
the 22nd, again with a certi-
fied copy of the court’s order.
| was made to wait for over
1% hours at the Miiitary Police

an worker..

iii) an order directing the
2nd to the 4th Respondents
that the Petitioner shall not
be compelled to prepare (di-
torted) statements of accou-
nts in the manner aforesaid
or otherwise as required by
them either under threat of
illegal arrest and detention
or under torture, cruel in
human or degrading treatment
or punishment,

iv) that in the event of
her arrest and detention in
the custody of the army and
or police personnel, an order
that she be not subjected
to torture or to cruel, in-
human or degrading treatment
or punishment and that her
close relatives and Attorneys
at-law be allowed access to
her and that she be allowed
to have medical attention
and - treatmant by her own
dccior,

d) for costs, and

e) for such other and
further relief as Your Lord-
ships Court shall seem meet.

Charge Room near the entrance
to the Cantonment and then,
at about 4 p. m., told over
the telephone by Sgt. Mjr.
Dodangoda that | could not
be allowed to see the detainee
concerned  that day as
right then the Police were
questioning him and wonid not
finish until after the 5 p. m.
time limit given me in the
court’s order.

I strongly protest against
this action of the said Sergent
Major as it amounts to direct
defiance of the Court of
Appeal. While | shall pursue

the available remedies through: -

~the Court, | shall also request:

you to inquire into this matter
and take appropriate action.

| was finally able to inter-
view Mr. Davidon 23rd April
1983 and | learnt that while
| was kept waiting with the
copy of the Court of Appeal’s
Order the previous day,Police
Officers had been assaulting
and intimidating Mr. David
into making a false confession
to an Assistant Superintendent
of Police Mr. Punya de Siiva.
and into signing it.

indiscipline

A meeting of the Civil
Rights Movement of Sri Lanka
held on 15 April 1983, pre-
sided over by its Chairman
the Rt. Reverend Lakshman
Wickremesinghe, adopted

con-

CRM express grave
cern at the growing indications
of police indiscipline and at
the recent spate of complaints
of police assault both in pub-
lic and at the police station,
in particular recent repores of:

assaults against journa-
lists at Kotamale; assauit
and uniawful detention of a

17 year old boy at the
Kandy police station;
assauits agains® woman
strikers at Ekala; ass-

ault againsts students at
Jayawardenepura; death of
a suspect held in police
custody at Matale; assaults
against pavement hawkers

in Colombo; assauli against

the following resolution. .

C.R.M. concern over
growing Police

former M.P. Mrs. Vivinne
Goonewardene in  the
Koliupitiya police statiom;
assault by police officers
arising out of private dis-
putes between individuals.
one side.

CRM re-iterates once again
its demand, made repeatedly
ever since CRM’s inception im
1971, and recommended by
the Basnayake Reportin 1970,
for the introduction of effec-
tive and independent machi-
nery to investigate allegations
against the police.

Kantha Sakthi
call for
repeal

of 1 ITA.

The Action Committee of
the Kantha Sakthi Organisa-
tion passed the following re-
solution recently:-

‘““We condemn totally the:
action taken by the UNP
Government in using the Police
force to prevent the peacelui
long march in laffna recently.
It is our view that this is 2

“gross violation of the democ-

ratic rights of our people.
The Police @assault on the-
women delegation returning

from the U.§. Embassy on the
9th of March ( International
Womens Day) was an unhealthy
parallel action to the evenrs
that took place in Jaffna. We-
alto call for the immediate
repeal of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act.”

Yours faithfully,

Rohini Deap Weerasinghe:
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Come May 18 and Sri
Lanka will go through the
farce of more “free ‘and
fair” elections! I am not
referring to the elections
to the 50 local bodies,
which are due anyway, but
to the 18 parliamentary by-
elections, which are utterly
uncalled for and will be a
sheer waste of time and
money.

The Government’s justi-
fication is that the majority
of the people in these con-
stituencies  had indicated
their preference for elec-
tions by saying NO at the
December Referendum to
its proposal to extend the
life of Parliament by an-
other six years. On that
premise, and if thesGovern-
ment so “‘democratic-mind-
ed”, -as claimed by its
leaders, then = by-elections
should have been ordered
in many more constitu-
encies, not only in the
South but also in the North
where also  the people’s
verdict was similar.

In fact, the people of the
North will have no part
at all in the by-elections.

The | Government’s real
objective is to blunt the
demand for a general elec-
tion at the end of Parlia-
ment’s six-year term in
August. There can be no
hiding of this fact. But
if, as the opposition said,
the Referendum . was,_ .
substitute for
election, how could by-
elections in only 18 of 168
constituencies be?

Even if the opposition
makes a clean sweep of
all the seats at stake, it is
not going to  affect the
power structure in the
country. The Government
has made sure of that, for
its more than two-thirds
parliamentary majority will
* remain intact whatever the
result at the by-elections.
If .more opposition mem-
bers are elected, it would
only serve to make Parlia-
ment a bit more noisier
than now.

The opposition could have
achieved more by keeping
off the by-elections alto-
gether, that is, by refusing
to get involved in the fun
and games devised by the
UNP high command, and

a general

Political Causerie

by

Gamini Navaraine

continming to insist /on a
general election. Such a
boycott could have exposed
to the world the mockery
that is going to be perpetr-

ated in the name of de-
mocracy.
Once the  opposition

parties decided to fall into
the UNP trap with their
eyes open, they should
have remembered that, di-

This mockery

election, while the JVP
should have been satisfied
with two seats. No,  both
wanted to contest more
seats, and Mrs. Bandara-
naike said NO, and that
was the end of the no-
contest pact.

The JVP’s  go-it-alone
policy is going to make a
big difference in the five
constituencies it has fielded

i s ——

Though some political
analysts have said that the
dissension within Sri Lanka's
biggest opposition party is
based on ideology—a clash
between the “moderates’
and the “radicals”—it has
much to do with personal-
ities as “well.

The 1981 split in the
SLFP occurred  because
Mrs. Bandaranaike suspect-

in the name of

ing party. Are the memor-
ies of opposition leaders so
short as not to remember
what happened at elections
in the recent past? Or are
they being influenced by

eXtraneous pressures, even
foreign  pressures? The
CLA . "K:G.B., etc.: ‘are

supposed to be very active
in Sri Lanka!

All wanted

more seats

Whatever it is, the fact
remains that the brief unity
achieved by seven opposi-
tion parties to face the com-
ing elections together has
been shattered. All over
the division of the spoils.

The LSSP  could not
have asked for more than
one seat  after its poor
showing at the Presidential

chaﬁce of worsting the rul-

Democracy !

members of this group in-
dulged in was very active
campaigning for the SLFP
at the Presidential poll
while some of the “moder-
ates” were inactive or even
helped the UNP cause!

They  belong to
younger elements
party, the elements that
give dynamism to any
party.  Mr. Jayewardene
realised what a threat they
could be to him at the
referendum that he con-
veniently had a number of
them put behind bars until
it was all over.

the
of the

Mrs. Bandaranaike would
do well to give these ele-
ments  greater representa-
tion in the party machinery
and go on to build a strong
party, that is, if she still
entertains an idea of form-
ing a third government.
For if the SLFP is to have
any future in the country
it cannot afford to be a
“moderate party”, or the
“alternate capitalist party”.
It has to build a true social-
ist image and bring to-
gether all the progressive
forces in the country, in
both the South and the
North, in a grand alliance
against the capitalist UNP,

GOVERNMENT’S
ANSWER

S5

undoubtedly will be the

UNP. The entry of a
number of ex-SLFPers as
independents  could also
make the UNP’s task easier.

The voters could show
their disapprobation of the
Government’s subterfuge
and the antics of the op—
position parties by staying
at home on May 18. What
special benefit would they
get by exercising the special
privilege  afforded them?

DIVIDED AGAINST IT-
SELF

It must now be clear to
everyone that effective op-
position unity cannot be
achieved until and unless
the SLFP puts its own
house in order. This ap-
pears to be an even more
arduous task than bringing
all the opposition parties
together.

T T RIS L S i) P PSSR RE 0L s e B Y
Polls participation fatal, says C. M. U.

“To participate in the by
elections would be tanta-
mount to falling in with
President Jayawardene’s

purpose in holding them’"

states the General Secretary
of the Ceylon Mercantile
Union, Bala Tampoe in a
press release.

The CMU statement
points out  that “those
candidates of parties that

may oppose the UNP and
be elected on 18 May
would become Members of
a Parliament which will
continue to have an arti-
ficially preserved majority
of members of the UNP,
and which will have no
democratic right to con-
tinue to be in eXistence
beyond the end of the term

for which it was elected
i.e. beyond  August this
year. :

“President Jayawardene’s
latest move in relation to
Parliament is obviously

designed to renew  mass:
interest in.  the  present
Parliament, while testing

out 'mass opinion in the
electorates he has selected,
without holding a General
Election, and  without
endangering his supremacy
over the present Parliamcnt
in any way.”

CUMNAT 4 eroup within 1+
was plotting to oust her
from leadership after her
civic disqualification. It
was certainly no ideological
struggle. Some key mem-
bers of that group are now
out of the party.

Mrs. - Bandaranaike ap-
pears to have formed a
similar  suspicion after a
powerful group within the
party succeeded in putting
forward Mr. Hector Kob-
bekaduwe as the presi-
dential candidate. As a
consequence, much of her
energies since then has been
spent on clipping the wings
of this group.

Mr. Anura Bandaranaike
who had forfeited his party

position after his 1981
defection, has = now been
rehabilitated  within  the

SLFP’s central committee
as an observer by his
mother, while Mr. Vijaya

Kumaranatunga finds that -

he cannot have things very
much his own way. His
bid to contest Habaraduwa
was countered  with the
offer of Mahara! Little is
now heard of Mr. Kob-
bekaduwe.

The group with which
Mrs. Bandaranaike is not
much enamoured of cor-
responds to that described
by President Jayewardene
after the Presidential elec-
tion as “anarchists” and
“Naxalites”.

All the ‘“‘anarchy” that

’ - - - -mah
Ministerial committee is to
be appointed shortly to

probe Northern terrorism
and submit a report. The
committee would assess and
review all dimensions of the
terrorist phenomenon and
recommend solutions to
eradicate it. The committee
would go into the factors
which help to motivate and
sustain terrorism,  with
particular emphasis on dis-
covering permanent solu-
tions. .

The three
wise men

I would suggest that the
Minister of Industries, Mr.
Cyril Mathew, the Minister
of Lands and Mahaweli
Development, Mr. Gamini
Dissanayake, both of whom
have first-hand experience
of “Northern terrorism”
they were present in Jaffna
during the district council
elections in June 1981—and
the Minister of Home Af-

fairs, Mr. K. W. Deva-
nayagam, Wwho sees the
terrorists’ hand in  the

Gandhiyam movement, be

appointed to the committee.

The CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT OF SRI
LANKA has called for

“the holding of a fair and
free general election in
1983, stating that ‘‘the
government’s  decision to
hold by-elections in just 18
out of the 168 seats is no
remedy.”

It has been reported that
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ot dead

Three supporters of the
ruling  United = National
Party— two of them heading
the party’s list of candidates
for next month’s local polls,
the other a bodyguard of the
UNP’s Jaffna Organiser—
were shot dead on Friday
(29th April) at Pt. Pedro,
Valvettiturai and Chavaka—
chcheri. This brings  the
tally of UNP supporters in
the North shot dead within
the last five months up to
five.

K. V. Ratnasingham—
the UNP’s No. 1 candidate
at Pt. Pedro—was  shot
dead at noon on Friday
almost opposite the Magis-
trate’s Bungalow at Beach

same afternoon

Road, Pt.Pedro while he
was cycling home. A card
bearing the insignia of the
Tamil Eelam  Liberation
Tigers was found beside his
body. One side of the card
bore this inscription:‘“This
is the death sentence for
being the mercenary of a
State that has unleashed
terrorism.”” It was signed
by the Central Committee
of the Liberation Tigers.

Ratnasingham (43) was
the Chief Clerk of the Pt.

Detenu who

__(Continued. frop: page 1)

If I had held the post
mortem  eXamination on
the 10th of April, some of
these  injuries probably
might have been caused on
the 27th or 28th of March.
Blows could have caused
contusions on the lungs.
.One contusion on the lung
had a corresponding ex-
ternal injury/

Difficulty in breathing
described by Dr. Abraham
could have been caused by
the contusion on the lungs.
He had lost roughly 2
pints of blood as a result
of internal bleeding. That
loss of blood also could
have caused internal bleed-
ing, especially in the arm.

Manacles could have
caused the injury on the
arms. I have carried out a
microscopic examination of
the liver and there was no
evidence to suggest that he
had taken food for 72 hours,

and this might have been

died in....

- due to his illness. He could

have refused as he was sick.

In my opinion adequate
treatment from an Institu-
tion could have saved his
life.

I have sent certain internal
organs to the Government
Analyst for examination and
report, for the purpose ‘of
detecting poison.

The report of the Govt.
Analyst has not come yet,
normally it takes 3 to 4
months for the report to
come.”

Dr. Saravanabavananthan
in reply to a question from
the Magistrate said that he
had done 5000 postmortems
in the course of his career.
He had qualified abroad
in Forensic Medicine and
also published a book on
the subject. Dr. Saravana-
bavananthan is also Profes-
sor of Forensic Medicine at
the University of Jaffna.

Jaffna Medical Assocn.

2-day sessions

The @ Annual Scientific
Sessions of the Jaffna
Medical  Association will
be held on the 7th and 8th
of May, in the Nurses
Training - School, Jaffna.
Prof. - R. Kanagasundaram,

Dean, Faculty of Medicine,
will open the sessions by
lighting the traditional oil
lamp at 9.15 a.m., on the
7th, following a ceremonial
procession.
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! demands that

Pedro MPCS, the branch
President of the UNP’s
trade union organisation,
Jatika Sevaka Sangamaya,
and its Northern Organiser.

Murugesu  Pararajasing-
ham (31) who was injured
during the shooting was ad-
mitted to the General Hosp-
ital, Jaffna, = where = an
emergency operation  was
performed on him.

S. S. Rajaratnam, a long
time UNP supporter and

bodyguard of the UNP’s
Jaffna Organiser K. Gane-
shalingam, was shot dead
at Valvettiturai on Friday
afternoon. The van in
which he was travelling was
stopped by unidentified
youths on cycles; they pul-
led him out of the van and
shot him dead on the spot.

At Chavakachcheri, the
UNP’s leading candidate
Samuel Seevaratnam Mut-
tiah (65) was shot dead

e  ——— 2 e 5 e o

Left Unity vital- G. C.S. U.

_ “The working class of
this_country . goes through
this May Day at a time
when the capitalist class is
faced with the most severe
economic crisis while -the
working class itself is also
divided and  dispersed”
states a Government Clerical
Service Union press release
signed by its General Sec-
retary, Gunasena Mahana-
ma.

The press release calls
for the unity of the working
class on an anti-capitalist
base and the ‘“liberation of
the working class from the
capitalist class  with the
aspirations . of forming a
left power bloc™.

- It concludes
will cIfOrticssty
with the bringing about of
unity among the working
class. And such Left Unity
will not only pave the way
for the destruction of the
UNP Government but also
of the entire capitalist
structure.”

“Left Unity | oo,
| dead on

round about 4.45 p.m. on
Friday. He had dropped
in for a chat at his next-
door neighbour’s  house,
a pastor, when 3 youths
cycled up, pulled out re-
Volvers and pumped a few
bullets into him. They left
behind a  letter  before
Cycling away.

These three deaths bring
up to five the number of
UNP supporters shot dead
since November 1982. Last
year V. Thambapillai of
Punnalakadduvan was shot
dead in his house on 20
November. This year K. T.
Pulqndran, the UNP’s Va-
mniva. Oroaniser.  wai. cheo
9 January while
he was watching a TV movie
at home.

A. Thiagarajah, ex-MP
for Vaddukoddai and the
UNP’s No. 1 Jaffna DDC
candidate, was shot dead
after an election meetin
in May 198]. ;

Chelva Memorial Lectures

now available in print

The Chelvanayakam
Memorial  Lectures  of
1981 and 1982  delivered
by Prof. A. Jeyaratnam
Wilson and Prof.  Sin-
nappa Arasaratnam res-

30 Trade Unions

want P. T, A repealed

The repeal of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act and

all Acts ‘passed to sup-_

press the Tamil speaking
people’ are two of the 11
have been
put forward by 30 trade

unions in Sri Lanka, in-
cluding the GOVT.
CLERICAL SERVICE
UNION.

The unions have demand-
ed that the “Prevention of
Terrorism Act should be
withdrawn,  penalties im-
posed under that Act
should be set aside and
particularly all  political
prisoners serving jail sent-

ence and those on remand
should be set free” and
that “All those Acts passed
to suppress the Tamil
speaking people should be
withdrawn and their self
determination rights should
be recognised.” »

The other demands re-
late to the reinstatement of
the July 1980 strikers, the
reduction of prices of es-
sential = commodities, the
repeal of legislation sup-
pressing the working class
and trade union organisa-
tions and the restoration
of the citizenship rights of
all estate workers.

pectively
brought out
form by
CHELVA

have been
in booklet ,
‘THANTHALI
; MEMORIAL
TRUST’, Jaffna.  Prof
Wilson’s  lecture titled
“A STUDY IN CRISIS
LEADERSHIP BASED
ON A PORTRAIT
FROM MEMORY” is

also available in Tamil
rendering.  Prof.  Arasa-
ratnam’s lecture was on
“HISTORICAL FOUN-

DATION OF THE ECO-
NOMY  OF THE TA-
MILS OF SRI LANKA”.
Distributors for both the

publications are:  “Kan-
thalakam”, 213, . K.K.S.
Road, - Jaffna  (Phone:

22156) and Poopalasingham
Book Depot, Hospital Road
Jaffna (Phone 23631).

%,

Prof. Wilson’s English
Text is priced at Rs. 3/-
(US.$.1) and the Tamil
text at Rs. 5/-.Prof. Arasa-
ratnam’s text is priced at
Rs. 7/50 (India Rs. 5/-)
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