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CENSORED

Lanka.”

All news and views appearing in the SATURDAY
REVIEW have been subjected to censorship by the
Government Agent of Jaffoa, Mr. D. Nesiah, who has
been appointed Competent Authority for this purpose
by the Secretary to the Ministry of State, Mr. Douglas
Liyanage, acting under Fmergency regulations.

In addition to the constraints imposed by the
censorship, the Sixth Amendment to the Constitution,
approved by Parliament on 6th August 1983, states
under Article 157 A (1): “No person shall, directly or
indirectly, in or outside Sri Lanka. support, espouse,
promote, finance, encourage or advocate the establish-
ment of a Separate State within the territory of Sri
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Seven years ago, Prima Limited of Singapore was
permitted to establish itself in Trincomalee despite protests
by concerned citizens of this country.

Today, Prima, which is the largest flour miller in
Singapore, is the only miller in Sri Lanka. The Company
boasts of significant contributions to its profitability from jts

investments in Sri Lanka.

: The success of its operations in Sri Lanka also renders
the Company attractive for medium and long-term invest-
ment. Prima prospers as Sri Lanka bleeds.

The success story of Prima
and its operations in Sri
Lanka was featured in the
Singapore Moniter of 25th
. February 1984. 'We publish

B 0

leaders.

“PRIMA LTD., currently
the largest flour-miller in
Singapore, is an attractive
investment for medium to
long-term. It is cash rich, un-
geared and strong in reser-
ves. Its sizeable investment
portfolio is estimated to be
more than $. 30 million at
current market prices. A
consistently high dividend
payout is also assured for
the investors who, at curre-
nt prices, will enjoy a rea-
sonably attractive dividend
yield of 4 per cent.

“For financial year 1983,
we estimate a group pre—
tax profit of §.30 m, the
bulk coming from invest-
ment income and Prima
Ceylon. For 1984 and 1985
a further increase to $.33
million and $. 37.5 million,
respectively, in pre-tax pro-
fits is expected, based on

readers and the ctry's

from the Ceylon Grain Ele-
vators and Lorong How Sun
project. At current prices,
prospective net profit/equity
ratio

“We recommend the pur-

chase of Prima Ltd. stocks
for its appeal as an attractive
medium to long - term in-
Vestment.

“In a move to diversify
and widen its earnings base
further, Prima Ltd recently
undertook the following:

“(i) 40 per cent equity
participation in Ceylon Gra-
in Elevators Ltd., whose
principle activities include
granary, feed-milling, trad-
ing and animal husbandry
operations in Sri Lanka.
With generous tax-free con-
cessions and full Government
support, itis in a leading
position to benefit from a
growing animal husbandry
industry with increasing de-
velopment of Sri Lanka.
From 1985 onwards this
venture is expected to con-
tribute singificantly to the
group’s profitability when it
commences production in

additional contributions September/October 1984... .
TABLE.
Pre—Tax Profits.
1983 1984 1985
Profit Centre $m. 2 liaSa Y $oii L
Prima Singapore 4 .18 i 12 4 11
Investment Income E5 .50 il 49 17 46
Prima Ceylon Ll 37 cae g [%:i90
Super Pte Ltd. —_ - 1 3 35 9
Ceylon Grain Elevator — — 1 3 ALy
30 100 33 100 37.5 100

IS a very attractive 9

“The bulk of the profits
will continue to be derived
from investment income.
Contributions for the Sri
Lankan operations are also
significant, given the favo-
urable terms and conditions
under which Prima in opera-
ting. Contributions from
property development will

' give an added boost to earn-
ings in 1985, although this
source is not recurrent.

“With the closure of the
ri Lanka Govern-

has taken over the entire
flour-milling operations of the
country as a result of which
both turnover and profits for
1983 are expected tobe much
better than 19582. Since the

end of 1982, Prima Ceylon .

has been operating at 70 per
cent to 100 per cent capa-
city as it provides millings
for the whole country’s flour
requirements. This is 40 per
cent more than that of 1982,
when 450,000 tonnes of
flour per year were produced.

“Demand for flour is
likely to remain strong as
rising rice prices have made
flour an attractively chea-
per staple food substitut:.
From 1983, contribution
from Prima Ceylon is expe-
cted to increase with expans-
ion of flour milling capacity
to $. 11m.

“Contributions from Cey-
lon Grain Elevators can also
be expected in the last quar-
ter of 1984, when it com-
mences operations. It will
have a feed-milling capacity
of 30 tonnes per hour and
will be catering mainly to
the domestic market. Demand
for grainsin the long-term is
expected to intrease with
general economic develop-
ment and higher living stan-
dardsin Sri Lanka. We be-
lieve Ceylon Grain Elevators
will be a significant contrj-

e aep of December 1982.....
ember 194 jmu{mujmmsekxzﬁ:; i

butor to the group’s future
earnings when it runs to full
milling capacity of 175,000
tonnes of feed per year with-
in the next 5 years.

“Prima enjoys strong fi-
nancials. It is cash-rich (with
$. 87. 4m in fixed deposit
and cash and current ratio
of 5.06) and almost debt—
free, with strong reserves to-
talling §. 111m against a
paid-up capital of §. 30m as

“The investment in Prima
Ceylon, which costs $.13.9m
for equity participation, re-
corded a profit of S $.6m in
1982. This gives a profit/
equity ratio of over two

—

fication

. stan

times indicating that the
investment is under-valued...

“To widen its earnings
base and reduce the depen-
dence of flour millings acti-
vities, recent diversificaiion
into agriculture- related acti-
vites and property deversi-

has been under-
taken. In particular, the

maturing Ceylon Grain Ele- -
vators and Lorong How
Sun condomium project are
expected to provide a sub-
tial_stream. of income

ma al

(See also P. 12. for refere-
nce to Prima in Parliament)
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DIOGEAL

Two days ago therc?iwas
a surprise announcement
that Diogenes was to appe-
ar on ftelevision last mght
when theyVi: AW
and hear b

m?inyv who

would never ‘ﬁad ‘met him’
on the ~streets.~.or .on..the..

Galle Face Green. 'The

- powerful ones, the elite, the

old rich, the new rich, the
upstarts  the contractors,
the clerical hierachy, the
society butterflies, the flai-
terers, the flunkeys, the trou-
ble-shooters, thc tongue-
twisters, the turncoats, the
butchers, the lawyers, the
doctors, the hoteliers and
the very, very important
people had all gathered
round their TVs to see a
street philosopher make a
fo~l of himselfon the screen.
Diogenes, however, rose to
the occasion. He came on
the TV at 8. 30 p. m. last
night. He was less slovenly
dressed than usual e wore
a slightly oversized khaki
bush-shirt loaned to him by
a friend and a pair of Bata
slippers which was presen-
ted tohim by a young enter-
prising sales representative
for advertisement purposes.

- Good evening. listeners’,
piped a pleasant and melo-

&

Breakfast with Diogenes

One morning last week,

sometime after daybreak, I
was making my accustomed
way towards ‘Saraswathie
Lodge’ for my breakfast. |
was surprised to encounter
the great philosopher, Dioge-
nes, my good old friend and
Master, walking towards me
on the pave nent. | had not
met him for many years

since we uesd to break
bread together at ‘Lion
House’ in happier times,

and “tire the sun with talk-
ing down the sky'’. He was
clad in rather shabby clothes,
his straggly beard unkempt,
and the few white hairs
around his noble brow
blowing about in the fresh
brecze - from the sea. But
his piercing eyes, serene
visage, and confident perso-
nality struck me at once. Of
course, he needed no grand
limousine or spotless white
national dress fo enhance
his image. He was, and also
looked, a "“'AN among
pygmies.

[ hailed him respectfully
and asked hm whether he
had already taken his break-
fast, and | was happy when
he replied: “I am on my
way to take breakfast’'. On
inquiry as to where he was
going for his breakfast the
Great One responded, indi-
cating a dustbin in the
vicinity: “I take my break-
fast wusually from that
dustbin’’.

I expressed surprise and
invited him to' join me for
breakfast at ‘Saraswathie
Lodge'. The Master acepted
my invitation, remarking:
“This is most unusual for
me and [ hope the meal
will not upset my stomach.
Anyway. it gives me pleasure
to meet you after so long.’’

At table 1 remarked:
““Master, this plice was also
damaged in July last year
and it was re-opened only
a few weeks ago”. Whereat
Diogenes exclaimed : ‘It is
a shame thatthe mob picked
on eating places within the
poor man’s reach while
sparing the hotels where the
rich men feast. But I am
happy the dustbins were
spared in those days, and 1
had a choice of dustbins on
diffcrent  streets’’.

I ordered some vaddais
and coffee for both of us.
Diogenese, abstemious as
always. ate like a bizd, pick-
ing delicately at his food.
“Since I mostly lunch and
dine at dusttins I have had
to learn to be discriminating
in my tastes, and fastidious
in my appetite,” he said,
“It is a strenuous discipline,
and assists in strengthening
the Critical faculty in timss
like this when most of us
a] pear to live ouly to eat”

“Master’’,I timidly inqui-
red, “Why is it that when
there is so much talk of
development and seeming

prosperity in the last many .
" years. the numbers of po érty

~stricken aid  powerless
people have increased, hun-
ger, malnutrition and un-
employment are on the ri e,
and our cities have become
unendurable except for a
privileged minority?”’.

Diogenes heaved a long
sigh before he answered:
“The problem of food has
many diemensions, and I
have no time to tell you of
them all. But I shall leave

_ these few thoughts on hun-

ger for you to think about.
There is enough food for
us all. Those who have
money eat, those who have
no money go hungry. A
pinched stomach or a protein
-starved child result from
an msufficient income, not a
shortage of food. The deve-
lopment you speak of has
only fattened the rich and
mesmerised the poor with
loaded shopwindows. It is.a
development which seeks to
create unlimited desires and
not to satisfy the basic needs
of the many. It -maXimises
theneeds ofa small minority
in our land. while the mini-
mum needs of the majority
are ignored. In this situation,
there over-consumption at
the top and near-starvation
at the bottom.

“What is worse, those
who actually grow our food
no longer have control over

(Continued on page 12)

female voice
now have great pleasure .in
presenting to you Diogenes,

dious “we,

our street philosopher. We

apologxse to our listeners

“that we are unable to pre-
sent to you, your favourite
pop singer this evening as
he has been detained by
the Customs at the Airport
on a charge of smuggling
heroin into Sri Lanka. Dio-
genes commenced his speech
absolutely relaxed and unru-
ffled, as though he was to
the manner born. His per-
sonality was terrific and he
kept his audience spell—
bound. His personality, by
far, excelled that of the high-
est in the land.

“Dear friends’’, he said,
* Idid not know that 1 was
to be a stop-gap for your
favourite pop singer. Any-
way, | am glad to enter
‘your drawing rooms. This
by no means satisfies me.
I must enter your hearts,
yes, right into your hearts.
Let us get togetherr Let us
think together. Take stock
of yourselves. Think how
quickly and how rich you
have become these seven
years and how progressively
the people and the country
have become poorer despite

. the skill and industry of the

people and the rich natural
resources of our land.

¢ There is acrisis, or rather
a complete breakdown of
c1v1hsatlon noththstandmg

our rehglouc and our hteracy

rate Why is there so much .

bloodshed in the home of
the Dharma? Why is there
poverty in the midst of
Nature’s bounty ? Why are
we one of the poorest coun-
tries with more than half
our people living below
starvation level? How is it
that you have become rich
as never before while the
people have become poor as
never before ? We have more
cars than cattle in this
country? No doubt you will
become richer and richer arid
the people will become
poorer and poorer.

Do you think you are
doing theright thing by your
children? You are making
them good for nothing.
They will revolt against you.
They will despise you. They
will find you out. They will
lose faith in- their relegions
when they find that religions
have mant nothing to you
but a pretence to deceive
the people. Do not flaunt
your piety to your children.
They know you are hypo-
crites. Presrve the religions
for your children. Do not
destroy them by your pre-
tensions and hypocrisy. Do
notmake religion a mockery
and a vehicle to achieve
power.

““What does the Dhamma
teach you? Do you practise
it? What does the Vedanta

philosophy teach you? Do.

you practise it? Do you
understand and practise the
message of Christ or the
Message of the Prophet?

What is the example you -
set-- your - children? - They

- will have no use for all the

wealth youacquire for them.
They will find their happi-
ness in drugs. You are heap-
ing the curses of the people
on them.

“You society butterflies,
who flit about round men of
position and power, what do
you give society in return
for the good things you
enjoy?

“The free-market policies
are keeping you happy. You
have never had it so good.
You run about in posh
limousines which have been
‘bought and maintained by
the State. They have not
cost you a cent from your
dowry or your husband’s
earni: gs if he had any at
any time.

“Think of the words of the
Master: “Take a lesson
from the bee. It culls only
that much which it needs
for 1ts sustenance without
damaging the flowers'’ .You
damage society by your
acquisitiveness. You haven't
that wisdom of the Bee,

“You are not thinking
even of your children when
you damage society. Do you
think you can deceive people
by advertising your piety in

.front of temples 2 Do you

think you are Royalty when
you travel in limousines ?
You look like living corpses
in a hearse. You are objects
of ridicule. Whom are you
trying to impress—not the
people? you are competing
with the stupid idle rich
who are eternal parasi-tes
in our society.

“When the country and
the people are in rack and
ruin, without peace, law and
order, when the people are
suffering with the high cost

of living, when children are
dying of malnutrition, when
our Country and the future
generations have been mo-
rtgaged to foreigners, when
we have taken huge loans,
how can you say your chil-
dren are going to be happy,
in this country?

“Even if the people are
able to control their hunger,
you are unable to control
your greed and ambitions.
Our rupee has been devalued,
our people have been deval-
ued, our pre-tige has been
destroyed, our tabour has
been devalued, and our val-
ues have been lost. —

‘What have you all been
doing? Who can save this
country ? Who can unify the
people ? Who has destroyed
the country? What can save
the country? Only repent-
ance truth and honesty.

(Contirued on Page 12)




10th March 84

The Gre

“‘Be careful’”’, my Sinha-
lese, Tamil, Muslim and even
Burgher friends in Colombo
said when they heard that
I was heading North to
accept an editorial  assign-
ment, even though tempor-
arily.

Be careful of ~what or
whom, they were unable—or
unwilling? — to specify.

After all, Srilanka s
still a unitary state¢ and the
Constitution assures that a
citizen could iive and work
in any part of the island.

“Be careful’’, my friends
in lJaffna said when they
met me.

They, too, were unable—

or unwilling? — to say from
which quarter any ~ danger
could come.

But if everyone of us
tries to be careful, that
is, play safe, then no one
wiil be safe.

Sad to say, it is the
intellectual community in
Sri Lanka that is trying
to 'play very, very safe,
‘unlike in  most other
-countries, including the

Saturday Review

t Betrayal

Soviet Union, when they
are in the vanguard of
the struggle to preserve
the basic human and fun-

damental rights of their
people.
Perhaps, the pummelling

Prof. Ediriweera Saratchandra
received two years ago /rom
a mob of United National
Party supporters has cowed
our intellectuals.

Or is it the grant, or
the promise, of office that
has made most of our in-
tellectuals act like the three
wise monkeys, who saw no
evil, heard no evil and
spoke no evil?

In Jaffna especially, | find

by

Gamini Navaratne

the intellectual atmosphere
right now quite stifling.

There is some excuse, af-
ter the harrowing experi-
ences of July 1983. But
that is history. There is a
future to be made and lived.
Especially there are the child-
dren to think of. In such a
situation, it is more than
disheartening to find not only
the Northern political leaders
—since July last year most
of the Tamil United Libera-

‘The Buddh

o s e

The followmg are the
views of the Supreme
Sanga Council of Sri Lanka
on ‘‘Causes of Terrorism.’

First of all we must ad-
mit that during the past
few years terrorist activi-

‘ties prevailed in various parts

~of Sri Lanka and that the
dark clouds eof violence still
foom large over the country.
We strongly condemn any
form of violence not only
in the North and the East
but in any place as well.
Our stand is that commu-
nal or political rights of
citizens ought to be won

APOLOGY TO
READERS

My profuse apologies to
our readers in generel and to
the Rev. Fr. Tissa Balasuriya
and our contributor,
T. Subramaniam in particular
‘for the mix-up in the last issue
-of the SATURDAY REVIEW.

It appears that more than
the journalists’ pet, the Prin-
ter’s Devil, had been at work
while | was away in Colombo!

Matter meant to be pub-
lished on page 10 under the
theadline **Fr. Tissa Bala-
suriya’s affidavit”’ had some-
how crept into the article
on page 3 written by Mr.
Subramaniam while a continu-
ation of his article appeared
under the wrong headline.

Sorry, again.

—Editor.

T

solely by peaceful and de-
mocratic means.

We understand that ter-
rorist activities rampant ‘in
the North and in the East
constitute a challenge to the
Government of this country
which is a Unitary State.
It is obvious that those who

engage themselves in  such
activities  are misguided
youths in the North and

the East.

The acts of violence in-
cite hostile feelings between
the Sinhala and Tamil com-
munities and greatly impede
the economic development of
the country.

If violence is resorted to
with the aim of rectifying
any injustices and regaining
any lost rights, such matters
shouid be examined impar-
tially and sympathetically.

If there is discrimination
against any community and
if any community has any
grievances, steps should be
taken to remedy them.
‘The Solution’

We wish to put forward
the following to prevent
terrorism from breaking out
in the future;

(i) -The solution of the
problem of the stateless In-
dians without delay. This
solution is presented by the
Supreme Council of the Maha
Sangha (Buddhist clergy) Con-

ist Monks
" have their say ,

those
reside

ferring citizenship on
who “are willing to
in Sri Lanka.

(i) Providing land to the
squatters in state land. Set-
tling the landless in the state
lands should be done in pro-
portion the population of
various provinces.

(iii) Strengthening of secu-
rity measures along the co-
asts and territorial waters
especially where there are
frequent acts of violence.

(iv) If there are foreign
powers or organisations which

support the terrorist, they
should be looked into and
steps should be taken at

both national and internation-

al levels to check such ac-
tivities.

(v) Establishing  military
rule under the guidance of
a sober-minded and efficient
army Chief In the areas
where terrorist activities are
rampant until such activities
are wiped out. :

(vi) Formation of an in-
telligence service unit under
the Ministry of Defence in
order to gather the neces-
sary data which would help
to eliminate terrorist ma-
vements.

tion Front Leaders have been
abroad for most of the
time!l——but also the intel-
lectual leaders  wrapping
themselves up in the “play
safe’” cocoon.

After seven years of
UNP rule, our country is
in a sad state in most re-
spects, from the state of
our roads to the state of
our economy.

In Jaffna, especially, the
situation is very tricky.
The persons who should

- on

3

give the lead to the people,
both in the Seuth and the
North, that is, the inteliec-
tuals, have taken a backseat.

But can we allow the po-
liticians alone to rule-and
even ruin—our lives and™ the
lives of generations to ceme?

Decisions affecting the life
of the entire nation are ta-
ken by politicians in cloiste-
red chambers, decisions many
of which have proved to be
wrong or unwise, decisions
some of which have even
had to be ravised or rever-

.. sed.

And yet many of our in-
tellectuals are unwilling o
at least write a letter to
the newspapers pointing out
the follies of our politici-
ans!

The people get the Go-
vernment they deserve, it
has been said. We have got
the Government we deserved!

The blame for it must be
laid squarely at the feet of

our intellectual community.
| repeat, if everyone
tries to play safe, no,

no one—will be
safe in the end.
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“Thesawalamai and Racial Harmony

1984

The Editer,
SATURDAY REVIEW,

On 1lth December 1983
the Weekend carried an ar-
ticle by Arjuna Udawatta en
the above subject.
| addressed the annexed
contribution in reply, but it

never appeared in print.
Therefore, could you kindly
publish it in your columns?

Surely, Sir, in a democ=
racy the free Press should
endeavour to present both
sides of the case?

Wishing the Saturday
Review long life!

N. Deva Rajan
Arasady Road,
Jaffna.

Arjuna Udawatta in the
Weekend of |ith December
concedes that the laws of
of Thesawalamai prevail In
North Ceylen for several cen-
turies and are customary.
These laws are born out of
experience. While some of
them have been repealed and
a few others are obsolete
and ineffective, those that
remain have withstood the
_passage of time.

Arjuna Udawatta’s maia
grouse about Thesawalamai
laws is best answered by
the following, which | quote
from a report published re-
cently by The Committee
for Rational Development
whose members include Sin-
halese, Tamils, Burghers and
Muslims of different politi-
cal persuasions.

Q: Is it true that Sinha-
lese cannot buy land in Jaffna?
~ A: Muslims, Burghers and
Sinhalese have in fact bought
land in Jaffna.

Q: Then why is there a
popular perception that Sin-

halese cannot buy land in
Jaffna?
A: Under the Thesawa-

lamai, there is a concept of
pre-emption under which co
owners, co-heirs and adjacent
landewners=——who have a mor-
tgage over property located
in the Northern Province
have the first option of
purchase. It is not racial
exclusion but an exclusion
peculiar to the nature of
an agricultural community.
Today, in fact, the owner
only need give notice before
selling in the open market.

Q: Why are there so few
Sinhalese settled in the Nor-
thern Province in recent
years?

A: Migratory patterns in
Sri Lanka have pushed mem-
bers of all communities who
wish to better their pro-
spects into the cities, such
as Colombo and its vicinity.
Besides, land in Jaffna is re-
latively infertile and would
not have attracted migrants
interested in an agricultural
livelihood, it could be argued
that the paucity of Sinhalese
settiers in the Northern Pro-
vince exists for the same
reason why there is perhaps

a paucity of Tamil settlers
in Hambantota....”’

Only a very, very low
percentage of Jaffna proper-
ties are co-owned or under
mortgage. Only such proper-
ties are subject to pre-empt-
ion. Every other land for
sale, surely, weuld go to
the highest bidder? We have
the English Law, Kandyan
Law, Muslim Law, Thesawa-
lamai, etc.

By singling out Thesawa-
lamai for abolition, one can-
not hope to achieve ETHNIC

AMITY. It will be a matter
of rubbing chillies to an
already festering sore!
BIRTHDAY TRIBUTE
The Editor,
Saturday Review.

| must thank you for

publishing the birthday tribute
to Mr. S. Nadesan, Q. C.,
by the acting Editor of the
Daily News, Mr. George
Mason. You have mentioned
in your note that this article
was published in the Pro-
vincial edition of the Daily
News but had been pulled
out from the other editions

| cannot see, after read-
ing the tribute any reason
why it should have been
pulled out from the other
editions.

There was nothing in it
to create any dissension am=
ong the citizens of our coun-
try or to incite any person
or persons against the State!

Is the first-hand information
of Mr. Nadesan’s generosity
and his prowess in the  legal
field by a person who had
known him intimately for
nearly nineteen years so dan-
gerous to the security of
our country?

May 1 take this
tunity to express a wish
which | have been having
for a very long time? A
biography of Senator
Nadesan, as he is still known,
should be published. His
biography would be a part
of. the recent political and
legal history of our country.
Will some person or body
undertake this useful task?

Arul

oppor-

Colombo - 13

The Editor,
Saturday Review.

Sir,
Please publish this letter in
your esteemed journal.

The establishment of

a permanent Labour Tribunal

at  Jaffna
relief to a

was a great
large number

of workers in the North. The"
bulk of the workers in the

North constitute employees
of one - man own establish=
ment. Orgnised labour in large
establishments negotiating for
themselves with their employ-
ers is a phenomenon almost in
Jaffna due to the lack of any
large scale industry. In this

situation 2 permanent Labour
Tribunal giving relief to work-
ers is greatly welcomed by
all.

In fact during the two
years of existence in the Nor-
th it can be said that La-
bour Tribunal has given relief
to a large number of workers
who but for it might have
got nothing in spite of the

law.

However, it is sad to say
that the only category of
workers in substantial num-
bers in the North who are
employees of Government
backed Corporations are not
always the recipients of this
benefit due to the bad la-
bour practices indulged in by
these Corporations.

The Northern Region Trans-
port Board for example is a
corporation in the North
where substantial number of
workers are employed. It
has been found at least in
five cases that the North-
ern Region Transport Board
appealed to the Court of
Appeal aginst the Labour
Tribupal Order reinstating
dismissed workers in employ-
ment with back wages. There
is nothing wrong with that
but the Northern Region
Transport Board after appeal-
ing aginst these Orders have
re-employed the workers but
without back wages.

by circuitious and immorzl
activities of other Government
or Government backed esta-
blishments.

The foliowing are cases
the Northern Region Trans-
port Board appealed against
ordes for reinstatement with
back wages and later re-em
ployed the workers without
back wages: 20/1/94/80-
S. Theivendran, 95/80- S. Ga-
nesalingam, 96/80- E. Siva-
pathalingam, 97/80, K. Uru-
thirasundaram and 98/80-
S. Mahalingam.

Bad labour practice must
first stop in the Government
sector because the Govern-
meat is looked upon as a
model employer.

S. Vijayananthan,
District Secretary,

Ceylon. Federation of Trade
Unions,

Hospital Road, Jaffna.

GOOD WISHES
Editor,
Saturday Review,

Dear Mr. Navaratne,

| am happy to see that
the Saturday Review has
resumed publication.

Pleasa accept my hearty
congratulations and  good

wishes. With warm regards.
Yours sincerely,

S. Venkat Narayan

Senior Editor, India Today,
_New Dehi.

It is to be noted that
these workers are without
earnings. An Appeal necess-
arily’ involves delay, and long
periods of unemployment with-
out earnings drive these work-
ers to the brink of starvat-
fon. It is in these circums-
tances that the  workers
accept re-employment with-
out back wages even though
the Labour Tribunal Order
Is in their favour. |If the
Northern Region Transport
Board felt that their case
was right as the appeal indi-
cate they should never offer
re-employment. The fact they
do so after preferring. an
appeal clearly indicates that
they are bent on making
use of the plight of the work-
ers who cannot. stand the
strain of long periods of un-
employment. To say that
least this is badfabour pract-
ice.

The Hon. Minister of La-
bour who is charged with the
function of implementing the
Industrial Disputes Act must
ensure through his Ministerial
colleagues that the full imple-
mentation of the Industrial
Disputes Act are not thwarted

JUST ANOTHER
MARXIST PAPER!

The SATURDAY REVIEW
claims to be an unbiased
and fair newspaper dedicated

to fight for justice and de-
mocracy. However, it would
be very

who has

obvious to anyone
read a copy of it
that it is nothing more than
just another marxist paper.
lts articles are nothing more
than an anti-government and
anti-Western propaganda.

If Sri Lanka, under the
rule of Mr. J. R, Jayewardene
is a dictatorship, your
paper then
your paper would never have

as

always claims,

been allowed to be published
at all.
The fact that will

not publish this letter shows

you

how hypocritical your claims
are.

W. R. Kelaart
Colombo = 3

~ explained

SOME HOME
TRUTHS

The heavy rains, now be-

ing experienced,  have expo-
sed the woeful inadequacy
of the storm-water drainage

system in Jaffra’s urban
areas.
Come to think " of i,

there is no drainage system
whatever to carry away the
storm water floods. It would
appear that whatever drains
that exist to-day are lega-
cies of the accursed colonial
era. Perhaps, the engineers
in the Local Government and
the Water Supply and Dr-
ainage Board in Jaffna would
condescend to explain to the
people of
or otherwise of this
tion.

The inadequate drainage
system is further compli-
cated by indiscriminate and
unplanned buildings and land
use patterns. The upshot of
all this is stagnant floods,
heavily damaged roads and
hazards. to the health of the
people. Do the authorities
concerned have any pians for
an urban drainage system?
If so, will they bare them
to the people?

posi-

The problem of floods is
only one among the meny
mundane travails. The threat

- of contamination of our gro-.

und water reserves by che-
mical fertilisers has never
been publicised nor has any

- plan of action to deal with

such an eventuality ever been
to the
The pollution emanating from
the plethora of septic tank-
each one of which is said te
be built at the minimum
safe distance from one’s own
well but at dangerous pro-
ximity to the neighbour’s well-
deserves the concern of the

authorities in Jaffna and its
people.
On top of these sub-

surface predicaments one is
confronted by the egregious
blunder of some authorities
who permit and / or order the
felling of trees for the sale
of timber in some instances
or to pull an overhead
electric cable in others. Any-
one except an ignoramus wilf
know how trees in the pen-
insula were cherished in the
past, how censuses of trees
were periodically taken and
how jealously they were pro-
tected and preserved. If
our authorities cannot orga-
nise the growing of trees, the

least that they could do is

to refrain from destroying
the trees planted by
our forefachers. Alter-
natives (iike  underground
cables, etc.) should be
worked out, If inevitable,
for every tree uprooted at
least two new trees should
be planted in the vicinity.
This is the minimum that can
(Continued ' on page 10)

Jaffna the truth.

people.
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‘National Question

‘By the national question
in Sri Lanka, we refer to
‘the problem of the national
‘minorities. Sri Lanka has many
national minorities such as the
‘Tamils, the Muslims, the Bur-
_ghers, Malays etc. Of these
the Tamils form the principal
'minority consisting of nearly
18.2 percent of the total
population ef 14.85 millions.
This is according to the
Census of population comp-
‘Jeted in 198I.

The Tamils themselves are
sub divided into Two groups
the Sri Lankan Tamils (12.6
percent) and the Indian Tamils
(5.6 percent) The Sri Lankan
Tamils are those indigenous
Tamils who claim to Hhave
co—existed with the Sinhalese
from ancient times. We shall
not here go ihto the con-
troversy as to who were
the original inhabitants of
SriLanka because it has no re-
levance to the present dis-
.cussion. The SriLankan Tamils
seem to have occupied the
‘northern and eastern parts of
Sri Lanka before the European
invasions. Since the British
«conquest of Sri Lanka in 1815
and the consequent unificat-

jion of .the country under
British rule as well as the
‘beginning of the plantation

economy, a large number of
these Tamils, numbering nearly
‘half, have today migrated to
the south in search of em-
ployment — either in govern-
ment service, the professions
or Trade and business or the
.plantations. They today live

among the Sinhalese as in-
terspersed minority.
On the other hand, the

Indian Tamils are composed
mainly of the plantation
workers of Indian Tamil or-
igin, brought during the last
century by the British colon-
jalists to slave in their plan-
tations, first to cut down the
forests and, then, to prepare
and work the plantations of,
first, coffee and, then Tea
and Rubber. Along with them
.came the usual accompani-
ment of traders and business
men. Apart from a fair sect-
ion of the traders who lived and
carried on their business in
Colombo, the rest of the
Indian Tamils live in the up-
country among the Sinhalese.
But in the case of the plan-
tation workers, they are is-
olated from the Sinhalese by
being segregated inside the
plantations.

While there was never any
question about the Srilagkan
Tamils being the citizens of
this country, such was not
the case with the Indian
Tamils. Under colonial rule,
everyone—Sinhalese and Tamil
were British citizens. But
even then the Indian Tamils
were barred from voting at
the viliage committee elect-
fons. When the question of

citizenship had to be decided
after British citizenship ceased
in 1948, D. S. Senanayake
brought forward the notor-
jous Indian and Pakistani
Citizenship Acts of 1948.
These acts virtually deprived
the overwhelming sections of
Indian Tamils of their citizen-
ship and consequently the
right to vote. This was ac-
complished by the simple
tactic of imposing harsh con-

‘ditions for citizenship of Sri-

lanka which most Indian Tamils
could not fulfill.- This anti
indian attitude of Senanayake
was not only because of
national prejudice but also
because he understood from
the interest of the capitalist
class that the greater part

of S

of the Indian Tamils were
workers and would/oppose
him and his party from their
class interests. It was proved
true by the first Parliamen-
tary elections in 1947 when
these = workers not only
elected 7 members to par-
liament from their own or-

ganisation, the Ceylon Indian

Congress who remained in
the anti—-U N P opposition in
parliament but also helped
in the election of left anti
U NP candidates in at least
14 electorates.

| mention these facts at
the very beginning in order
to demonstrate the difference

in the problems faced by
these different sections of
the Tamils. Although there

are other minorities as stated
above, | am only dealing with
the problem of the Tamil
minority. It must also be
stated at the very beginning
that the national problem of
Srilanka has no parallel in
any part of the world of
which | know. But before
I go into these questions |
wish to deal with some
general problems.

A nation has been des-
cribed by J.V. Stalin in his
famous article ‘‘Marxism and
the National question’™ as
¢a natiop is a historically
constituted stable community
of people, formed on the
basis of a common language,
territory economic life, and
psychological make up mani-
fested in 2 common culture.”’

Nation states came into
existence only after the
elimination of feudalism and

the development of capitalism.
Therefore it is sheer non-
sense to talk of Sinhalese
or Tamils being a nation dur-
ing ancient times, as is now
claimed in order to promote
chauvinistic aims. Such a thing
as a nation did not exist
during ancient times. For
example, the leaders of the
Chera (Kerala), Chola, Pan-
diyan or the Sinhalese were
feudal princes who belonged
to the same dynasty and
were often related to each
other. The wars and disputes
between these princes were
not those between country
and country or nation and
nation. There were, like the
Hundred years War between
the French and English feudal

ri La

nobles, inter-feudal wars and
not national wars.

Thus it was the epoch of
developing capitalism that the
first national states were
formed in western Europe in
countries like Britain, France,
Germany, Italy etc. Things
were a little different in
Eastern Europe. While the
nations of the west deve-
loped in independant states,
multinational states consisting
of several nationalities came
into existence in the East.
Examples were: Austria—Hun-
gary and Russia. One reason

for this was that feudalism .

had not yet been eliminated
and that capitalism was only
weakly developed. Another
reason was fear of foreign

invasions e.g. by the Turks
and Mongols. The indepen-

~dant national states of Wes-

tern Europe later developed
into imperialisms which con-
quered and occupied colonies
ali over the werld, especi-
ally in Asia, Afrca and South
America. In the East, Russia
became in the words of Lenin,
a prision house of nations.
The same was true of the
Austro—Hungarian empire.

such a development in Europe
was the Irish struggle for
independence from Britain.
Inside  Tsarist Russia and
Austria — Hungary, the var-
ious nationalities that in-
habited these multinational
states, like the Poles, €zechs,
the Croats, the Letts, the
Lithuanians, the Ukrainians,
the Georgians [ the Armen-
ians began struggling against
national oppression and for

independence as  separate
states.

But it has been proved
by history that just as the
colonial countries ruled by
imperialism cannot achieve their
independence  and separate
statehood without the over-

throw of the

imperialism,
multi-national bourgeois stat-
es cannot resolve their pro-

blems of nationai minori-
ties while preserving private
property and class inequality.
Every attempt only further
aggravated the national con-
flicts. is .

J. V. Stalin who wrote the

famous article on Marxism

- and the National question in

1913 Is 2 recognised aut-
hority on this question. Lenin
praised this article highly and,
in writing to Maxim Gorky
in February 1913, he said,
‘“‘we have a wonderfui Geor-
gian here who has sat down
to write a big articie for
Prosveshcheniye  (enlighten-

ra

ment) after collecting a!l the
Austrian and other material’’
Learning that it was proposed
to print the article with the
reservation that it was for
discussion only. Lenin vigo-
rously objected and wrote;
““of course, we are absolu-
tely against this. [t is a
very good article, the quest-
ion is a burning issue, and
we shall not yield one jot
of principle to the Bundist

by N. Sanmugathasan

The colonial countries con-
quered by Western imperi-
alist powers developed strug-
gles for national independence
against the variows imperi-
alisms. The only example of

scum’’. (Archives of the Marx
Engels — Lenin Institute)
Stalin has said in his re-
port on ‘‘the immediate tasks
of Party on the national
question to the [0th. con-

gress of the Bolshevik Party*’
which was held on Mareh
816, 19215 it scarcely
needs proof that under the
rule of capital, with private
‘ownership of the means of
production and existence of
classes, equal rights fer nat-
ions cannot be guaranteed;
that as long as the struggle for
the pessession of the means of
production goes on, there
can be no equal rights for
nations, just as there can be
no cooperation between the
labouring masses of the diffe-
rent nations, History tells us
that the only way to abolish
nationgl inequality, the eonty,
way to establish a regime of
fraternal cooparation between
the labouring masses of the
oppressed and non-oppressed
nations, is to abolish capi-
talism and establish the So-
viet system’’.

In the same report he
has also said, ‘‘Where as
private property and capit-
al inevitably disunite people,
forment national strife and
intensify national oppression,
collective property and lab-
our just as inevitably unite
people, strike at the root
of national strife and abo-
lish national oppression. The
existence of capitalism with-

~out national oppression is

just as inconcievable as the
existence of socialism with-
out the liberation of the
oppressed nations  without
national freedom. Chauvin-
ism and national strife are
incvitable, unavoidable, so
fong as the peasantry and
the petty-bourgeoise in
general, full of nationalist
prejudice follows the bour-
geoise; on the contrary na-

tional peace and national
freedom can be regarded as
ensured if the peasantry
follows the proletariat i.e.
if the proletarian dictator-
ship is ensured. Hence, the
victory of the Soviets and
establishment of the prolet-
arian dictatorship are funda=
mental conditions for abolish-
ing national oppression, esta-
blishing national equality and
guaranteeing the rights of
national minorities.

in his report to the 7th
congress of the Bokhevik
Party in April, 1917, Stal-
in defined the views of the
party on the national quese
tion in terms of following
propositions:
(2) Recognition of the right

of nations to Secession;
(b) Regional autonomy for

(Continued on page 8)
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Assimilationist Ambitions

of Sinhalese Nationalism

Lasterly, however, it had
been drawn into the vortex
of eommunal politics and the
Tamils saw in it a slow
penetration of an alien Sin-
halese people into ‘their tra-
ditional home-lands. It has
undoubtedly had this effect.
Over the past twenty-five
years, everwhelmingly Tamil
districts, such as Trincomalee,
Vavuniya and Batticaloa, have
resorded drastic increases in
the Sinhalese content of the
population, enabling the crea-
tion of new electorates with
majority Sinhalese represen-
tation in traditonally Tamil
areas.

The practical advantages
of this division of the island
inte two ethno-linguistic areas
was poignantly demonstrated
in the communal rists of
1958. The safest and most
peaceful areas were those
with uamixed populations,
while the place of the worst
excesses ware those racialiy
mixed cities like Colombo
and the newly colonised lands
of north-cemtral and eastern
Sri Lanka. A massive shift of
population, almost like an
exchange of hostages and
prisoners in a regular war,
took place, with each racial
group gratefully returning to
the bosom of its own pa-
trimony. This is a pheno-

menon that contrasts with
the Chinese and Indian pro-
blem in Malaysia.

- With a far better popu-
lation ratio (40 %) and 10 9
respectiveiy of the total
population, the Chinese and
Indians are unable to take
a firm stand for language
and other ethnic rights againt
the Malays, largely because
they do not hold a part of
the country where they czn
establish their own cultural
institutions. The Tamils of
Sri Lanka demonstrated in
the course of their agitation
over the years [956-1964
that whatever the language
Act threughout the couatry,
this writ cannot be enfor-
ced in their parts. The be-
lated recognition of Tamil
as a regional language is as
mush a result of the con-
sciousness of this practical
difficulty as an attempt at
political appeasement.
Latest tactic

The most recent tactic of
the Government is to try and
penetrate the very heartiand

of the Tamil country by
utilising fissions in Tamil
society. The caste system

came readily to hand and
some minority depressed caste
leaders among Hindus offered
themselves as agents and
supporters of the Sinhalese.
A movement is on foot to

convert them to Buddhism,
educate them in Sinhalese,
and thus draw them a way
from the main-stream Tamil
life.

These attempts are similar

to what happend among the
unteuchables in India, where
they had a longer history,
with no lasting or substan-
tial success. In Sri Lanka,
the Tamils will be very vul-
nerable if this is even mar
ginally successful, for it will
break up the Tamil identity
that may well bring in a
general process of assimila-
tion. Already a numerically
small minority, their further
fragmentation will reduce
whatever  political leverage
they have and, more impor-
‘tant, break up the territorial
solidarity they have so far
enjoyed in the northern third
of the island.

This is another example
of the assimilationist ambi-
tions of Sinhalese nationalism,
an aim attempted also with
the Tamils in the plantations
where efforts were made to
abolish Tamil schools and
educate them in Sinhalese.
This was a disastrous faiiure

being recent  immigrants,
were deeply attached to their
language, culture and social
and religious Institutions and
were even more distinct
culturally from the Sinhalese
making assimilation a
well-nigh  impossible  task.

Tamil ethnic nationalism
has, thus, developed as a
phenomenon to be taken into

account in Ceylonese politics

and national integration. It
has two sources of fertilisa-

tion and enrichment. it is.

founded on the one hand in
the undisputed antiquity of
the Tamil cultural tradition
which has always been a
source of pride to Tamils
even when they have migra-
ted for centuries from their
South Indian homeland. The
extant artifacts of the cul-
tural achievements of history
are constantly paraded be-
fore the public eye, in a
scarcely concealed feeling of
membership of a superior
culture. This is an attitude
all Dravidian people have
cultivated because of the
necessity to defend the inte-
grity and autonomy of their
culture in the face of Indo-
Aryan claims of the Aryani-
satlon of all India.

Ancient Home

A ‘second source of Cey-
lon Tamil nationalism is the
emphatic assertion of Sri Lanka
as a legitimate and ancient
home of the Tamils and of
Tamil institutions, Nothing

annoys the Tamils of Sri Lanka

more than the argument,
used by Sinhalese to placate
Tamil opinion, that their

culture and language are pre-
served adequately and are
flourishing in South India and
there was, therefore no meed
to make a special provision
in Sri Lanka.

The Tamils react to this
by emphasising their separa-
teness from India, the longevity
of the Tamil tradition in
Sri Lanka and by asserting,
with dubious historical argu-
ments, their contemporaneity
with Sinhalese settlements in
Sri Lanka. Much to the an-
noyance of the Sinhalese,
they claim a Tamil origin
to many elements of tradi-
tion and contemporary Sin-
halese culture and exagge-
rate some established facts
concerning the influence exer-
ted by the Tamils on the
development of Sinhalese lan-
guage and institutions.

Constituent Assembly that sat
in 1971-72, they presented
their proposals for a model
constitution.. Needles to say,
this was rejected by the
Committee and the Federal
Party together with
Tamil representatives boy-
cotted the formal Inaugura-
tion of the Republic of Sri
Lanka in May 1972.

Cultural Revivalism

Even more significant than
the policical movement s
the cultural revivalism and
the steps towards economic
re-orientation. Culturally,
when the status of the lan-
guage was threatened by the
Official Language Act and by
subsequent legislation, there
was an upsurge of emotion
that united all classes of the
population. The lead was taken
in this by the English-edu-
cated intelligentsia which con-
tinues te direct the cultural
and the political movement.

Further excerpts from chapter XIV of the
book entitled < Nationalism on Sri Lanka and

o of ; ; i
S HEEiiESNesplantitionF mrthe Tamlls = Th].s,.,w partncgl_ar chapter is by
Dr. Arasaratnam, Professor of History, Uni-

versity of New England, Arundale, Australia.

There is thus a dualism
in current Tamil attitudes,
one facet of which encourages
the identity with Tamils across
the Palk Straits, the other
emphasising the naturalisation
of the Tamils in the island
and demanding equality with
the Sinhalese as co-settlers
and co-founders of its civi-
lisation.

A conscious and deliberate
policy of assimilation gener-
ally brings about an opposite
reaction. From 1956 there
has taken place a
together of ranks among all
segments of Tamil society.
Politically this led to the
ascendency of the Federal
Party from the general elec-
tions of 1956, since when
it has emerged as the most
popular  representative of
Tamil opinion. It
solution to the problem of
the resurgence of Sinhala na-
tionalism in altering the con-
stitution from a unitary to a
federal structure. The Tamil
areas would form a state
in the federation and would
then have considerable auto-
nomy. The centre would have
power over a given list of
subjects and all residuary
authority would accrue to
the states.

In their submission to the

Steering Committee of the

drawing -

sought a -

The English-educated intel-
lectuals were active from the
1950’s writing on the his-
tory and culture of the
Tamils and unearthing evi-
dence for the longevity of
the Tamil presence in the
island. They have been re-
sponsible for marshalling a
valid body of evidence for
the integrity and perman-
ence of Tamil culture in Sri
Lanka. This evidence had
been utilised not only to
prop up the sagging morale
of the Tamils but also to
propagate the Tamil cause in-
ternationally, in petitioas to the
United Natiens Fluman Rights
Commission, the International
Commission of Jurists, Queen
Elizabeth 11 as head of the
Commonwealth and other
forums of more propagan-
dist than practical value.

Within the Tamil regions
there has been 2 resurgence
of cultural and linguistic
activity. The change in the
medium of education from
English to Tamil went a
great way to help in this
development. Then there was
the irresistable impact of the

Sinhalese cultural renaissance,

which benefitted
by state subvention.

immensely
There

other

| hindered co-operation

was also the significant influ-
ence of the more dynamic
cultural revival in South In-
dia. Jaffna and  Batticaloa
emerged during these years
as the cultural capitals of
the Tamils in Sri Lanka.
The cultural links with Tamif
Nadu in South india were
significant. They were not
pronounced before the 1950’s
because of the insularity of
the Ceylon Tamils and the
concerr with English educa-
tion and acquisition of learn-
ing in that language. Indeed
there was a conscious effort
to cut themselves away from
South India, a factor that
] with
the recently migrated Tamils
in the plantations. The for-
ging of cultural links with
Tamil Nadu strengthened the
roots of Tamil culture in
Sri Lanka. It also had the
effect of further exciting
the latent fears of the
Sinhalese.

Growing Link

The Tamil culturs! revival
contributed more then any-
thing else to forging unity-

~on the basis of a language

cultural unit. Thus we find
a Hindu majority working-
hand-in-hand with 2 Muslim

and Christlan minority. These
minority groups, particularly
Christians,
ferous in

are most voci-
identifying with
nationalism

Tamil linguistic

and have provided organisa-
tional leadership and  vocal

propagandist talent.

that
a growing forged’
with the Tamils in the plan-

It is on this basis
link is

tations of centrai Sri Lanka,
between whom and the Tamils:
of the north and east there
has been a long history of
isolation and even suspicion.
The plantation Tamils, who-
have no direct interests in.
the official language contro-
versy, have begun to support

the others on this and other

issues. And the Tamils of
the north and east, who
had collaborated in' the de-

privation of citizenship of
the plantation Tamils, have
up their
for citizenship and political

now taken case

rights.

" (To be Continued)
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In the last issue we dealt
with the importance of the
preliminary objection raised
on behalf of the Attorney
General that the Executive
or the Administrative acts
of the President cannot be
questioned or scrutinised by
the Supreme Court. We also
expressed the hope that the
Supreme Court had made a
firm decision on this issue
so that this objection will
never be raised again. It
militates against the concept
of the Rule of Law, it de-
stroys the spirit of a Re-
publican Constitution, it em-
asculates the highest judiciary
and threatens the dignities,
rights and liberties of a
Republican citizen.

Mr. Nadesan has made his
invaluable contribution to our
Republican Constitution, to
the Judiciary and to the
citizen of the Democratic and
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.
The Supreme Court has a
crucial and a compelling role
to play in the evolution of
our Republic and for the
greater understanding of the
essential philosophy behind
our Constitution. Our Con-
stitution is  entrusted to
the Judiciary and to
no other for the growth of
that Republic Spirit and for
its interpretation, as the
steadfast guardian of the liber-
ties and rights of the citizen.

We deal now with the
opinion of the Attorney Ge-
neral *‘an off—the-cuff opin-
ion’> as Mr. Nadesan put it,
a bona fide opinion expressed
to a bona fide request by
the President as to whether
the judges were within the
time limit of one month for
him to administer the oath.
The Attorney - General's view
was, as we had already stated,
that on the midnight of 7th
September 1983 the judges
had ceased to hold office
and he was prepared, on 2
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liberal interpretation, to ex-
tend it to the midnight of
8th September but 9th never
and not at all. It was Mr.
Nadesan's submission that
the President, and the At-
torney = General, despite all
not
have held Court, so to speak,
and ex parte arrive at a
decision that the Judges of
the Superior Courts had
ceased to hold office on the
midnight of 7th September.
It is regrettable that there
was a communication gap
between the President and
the Chief Justice.

At that stage, it was the
unanimous -view of the jud-

ges that the iast day was

9th September, which was
‘“‘within one month” of 8th

August, on which day the
6th Amendment was certi-
fied by the Speaker. This

conflict of views was argued
at length and it is unfor-
tunate that only four of
our nine judges
their views on

expressed
ques-

this

Saturday Review

y

tion while the other
thought it was not neces-
sary to express any views
on this matter. As seven of
them had arrived at a de-
cision that thc anti—separa-
tist oath had been taken be-
fore each other on 4th Se-
ptember 1983, and that
oath was duly taken, and
it was not necessary in effect
to take it all over again,
though they did take the
oath before the President on
1 5th September on fresh let-
ters of appointment.
Normally, the writer
would not have involved
himself in a digital exercise

five

~on this question. But since

Mr. Nadesan’s argument has
not found a place in the
judgment, he proposes to
set it down here for future
guidance. The Act  says
“Within a month’’ of the
Act being certified by the
Speaker. This was 8th Au-
gust. “A month’ in terms
of our Interpretation Ordin-
ance means a calendar month,

that is to say, corresponding
date of the foilowing month.
The question is, therefore,
which are the corresponding
dates? Do we count  from
8th August and say that the
other terminal corresponding
date is 8th September or do
we count from 9th August
and say that the other ter-
minal corresponding date is
9th September.

Under Section 14A of the
!nterpretation Ordinance, for
the purpose of excluding the
first day in any period of
time, it shall be deemed to
be sufficient to use the word
“from™.  The Courts have

‘held the words “‘of” and

‘‘after’’ have the same effect
as the word “from’ which
means that in all cases where
the Act says within one
month ‘‘from’’ or within one
month ‘“‘of”” and within one
month ‘“‘after’ the first day
must be excluded.

It was submitted that
when our law is clear on
this point it was unneces-

sary to ge to the English
Ceurts which were interpret-
ing the common laws of
England. It was Mr. Nade-
san’s submission that in the
state of our law, since the
Act came into operation on
8th August, the first day
must be excluded and that
means that the correspond-
ing dates must be 9th Sep-
tember.

This digital exercise re-
minds the writer how a
Divisional Bench of five jud-

ges in South Africa, after
much agitation and  study
of authorities held that a

workman whe had fractured
his spine was out of time
and out of the Workmen’s
Compensation Tribunal since
he had not filed his applica-
tion within three months of
his  sustaining his serious in-
jury. He had been injured
on Ist January and had filed
his  application April
Fool's Day, which was held
There
were contrary views on the

on
to be out of time.

computation of time both in
England. and South Africa
and the learned judges took
a view which unfortunately
deprived a crippled work-
man of his cempensation!
The writer will conclude
this instalment with the words
of a very distinguished and

learned judge:

““How can the law be an ASS
If the judges be wise?

Hew can the judges be wise
If the Law be an ASS?"

- CIVIS

Book Review

in the spiritual pursuit
of yoga, the role of the
asanas and pranayama is
to purify the body and
render it suitable for the
inner awakening.

When you go to a gy-
nasiyum for body—building ex-

ercises you are instructed
to stand in front of a
mirror while you handle

dumb bells or lift weights.

In this way you are able
to watch your muscles be-
ing flexed with each move-
ment and keep thinking ab-
out it. The mental con-
centration enables the body
to direct the flow of extra
blood to these muscles and
speeds up the process of
body building.

In the yogic process also,

the contribution of this
mental concentration is very
essential. Mirrors are not
required here because the

stretching and counter-balan-

TO EACH HIS ASANA

“HEAL

cing are inner functions and
are not visible. Hence the
need for understamding the
subtle internal proeess which
helps to tone up your vital
organs and metabolic func-
tions.

So far, many books have
been published on how to
perform each asana correctly.
Many books describe the
good effects of the asanas.
There is also a prolifera-
tion of yoga classes and
teachers. Yet, there are only
a few books or teachers,
who are able to understand
and interpret the medical
significance of each ailment
and then explain how each
asana brings a healing touch
and relief to the suffering.

One such seeker is E. R.
Ram Kumar, who has in

YOURSELF WITH
(TARAPOREVALA, BOMBAY. RS. 47)

YOGA4”

his book, described the na-
ture of each ailment in de-
tail. His treatment of ail-
ments, however, is through
a number of yoga asanas,
mudras and pranayama. What

is more, his language and
his choice of words are
closer' to the practice of

modern medicine and diag-
nostic symptoms.

Wherever it is necessary
to use yoga jargon, it is
properly explained. It is this
aspect of the book that
may help doctors to recom-
mend yoga therapy in addi-
tion to medicines, in order
to assist the process of
healing. For those who are
undergoing yoga therapy, the
detailed explanations of the
diseases as well as the inner
effects of yoga practices may

BY E.R.RAM KUMAR

help them their
mental concentration — which
Is se essential te effective

treatment.

improve

A lifetime of work is
too short for working out
details of yoga therapy ba-
sed on personal experience.b
The author has succeeded in
this area by being able to
explain some’ hereditary, ch-

ronic ailments. The book

deals with about sixteen im-
portant asanas
a few mudras and pranayama

along with

techniques.

The author has stated in
the preface that he is ‘‘not

a peddler of spiritualism’.
This is quite obvious from
the content of the book.
Yet, if you see his picture
in the lotus posture and.
combine it with the fact
that his royalty for the
book is being earmarked for
charity, you may conclude
that he is well on his way
to the spiritusl quest.

In the  spiritual pursuit
of yoga, the role of the asanas
and pranayama is to purify the
body and render it suitable for
the inner, divine awakening.
This by itself is an achieve-
ment.

This book\provides inte-
resting material for the yoga
therapist as well as the se-
rious seeker. A book on yoga
which is quite different from
the rug—of—the-mill boeks
which try to combine phy-

sical culture with spiritual’
jargon.
(COURTESY: THE TIMES OF
INDIA.)
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(Continued from page S)

nations remaining within the
given state;

(c) Special legisiation guar-
anteeing freedom of develop-
ment for national minorities;
(d) A single, indivisible pro-
letarian collective, a single
Party for the proletarians of
all natoinalities of the given
state.

The principal of recognition
of the right of nations to se-
cession follows from the recog-
nition of the rights of nations
for self determination. The
latter right would be meaning
less without the earlier one.
But it does not follow that
every nation that exercises
the right of self determi=
nation  should necessarily
also  exercise the  right
to secede.

This is how Stalin has
framed the issue: ‘‘lt would
be impermissible to confuse
the question of the right
of nations freely to secede
with the question of whether
a nation must necessarily
secede at any given moment.
. This latter question must be
settled quite separately by the
party of the proletariat in each

particular case. according” to

the circumstances. VWhen we
recognise the right of op-
pressed peoples to secede,
the right to decide their
political destiny, we do
not thereby settle the ques-

tion whether particular na-
tions should secede from
the Russian state at the

given moment. | may recog-
nise the right of a nation

to secede, but that does
not mean that | oblige it
to do so. A people has

_the right to secede, but it
may or may DNot exercise
that right, according to the
circumstances. Thus we are
at liberty to agitate for or
against secession in accord-
ance with the interests of
the proletariat, of the pro-
letarian revolution.

Lenin expressed the same
sentiment when he said that
the right to divorce does
not mean that all couples
are obliged to divorce. It

depended on the circumst-
ances. For instance, at the
time of the first world

war, the right of India or
Egypt to secede from the
British Empire was a cor-
rect progressive slogan. But

after the October Revolu-
tion, the right of the na-
tionalities on the border

regicns of Russia to secede
from the Russian Federation
was an incorrect and reac-
tionary demand. The first
demand weakens imperialism
whereas ths second one helps
it.

Stalin expressed the point
in this way: ‘‘The demand
for the secession of the bor-
der regions from Russia as
the form of relations bet-
ween the centre and border

regions must be rejected
not only because It runs
counter to the very for-

mulation of the question of
establishing a union between
the centre and the border
regions, but primarily because
it runs fundamentally counter
to the interests of the mass
of the people in both the
centre and the border re-
gions. Apart from the fact
that the secession of the
border regions would under-
mine revolutionary might of
Central Russia, which is sti-
mulating the movements for

emancipation in the West
and the East, the seceded
border regions themselves

would inevitably fall into the
bondage of international -im-
perialism.

He goes on to say, ‘“‘And
the interest of the masses
render the demand for the
secession of the border re-
gions at the present stage
of the revolution a profo-
undly counter revolutionary

one"" = Onw-shve:-‘a.o ther—:. hfanrd«n*

‘“At the present
when the
is flar-
that

he says,
time, however,
liberation movement
ing up in the colonies,

is for us a revolutionary
slogan.”’
Stalin has  pointed out

that Leninism has broadened
the conception of self de-
termination, interpreting it
as the right of the oppressed

peoples of the dependent
countries and colonies to
complete  secession, as the

right of nations to indepen-
dent existence as states.

He, therefore, stressed
‘“‘the necessity for the pro-
letariat of the dominant na-
tions to support—resolutely
and absolutely to support—the
national liberation movement
of the oppressed and de-
pendent peoples’’. He points
out that'’ uthe .interests of
the proletarianrmovement in
developed counvries and of
the national liberation mo-
vement in the colonies «call
for the union of these two
forms of the revolutionary
movement into a common
front against the common
enemy, against imperialism.”’
The formation of such a
common revolutionary front
is impossible unless the pro-
letariat of the oppressor na-
tion renders direct and de-
termined support to the
liberation movement of the
oppressed people against the
imperialists of its. ‘‘Own
country’’, for

‘‘no nation
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can be free if it oppresses
other nations’ (Engels).

He quotes Lenin as say-
ing; “‘The weight of emph-
asis in the internationalist
education of the workers in
the oppressing countries must
necessarily consist in  their
advocating and upholding free-
dom of secession for . op-
pressed countries. Without
this there can be no inter-
nationalism, It is our right
and duty to treat every
Social Democrat of an op-
pressing nation who fails to
conduct such propaganda as
an imperialist and a scoundrel.
This is an absolute demand,
even if the chance of seces-
sion being possible and ‘feasi-
ble’ before the introduction
of socialism be only one in
a thousand...

“‘On the other hand, a
Social Democrat belonging to
a small nation must emph-
asise in his agitation the
second word of our generaj
formula: ‘‘voluntary union of

nations. He may without
violating his duties as an in-
ternationalist be in favour

of either the political inde-
pendence of his nation or
its inclusion in  a neighbour-
ing state X, Y, Z, etc. But
fight
against small nation narrow—
mindedness, isolationism and
aloofness, he must fight for
the recognition of the whole
and the general, for the
subordination of the interests
of the particular to the
the general.”

in all cases he must

interests of

But Stalin has said: “‘This
course
must

does not mean, of
that the
support every national mo-
and

proletariat
vement, everywhere
always, in every individual
concrete case. [t means sup-
port must be given to such
national movements as tend to
weaken, to overthrow imperi-
alism, and not to strengthen
and prevent it. Cases occur
when the national movement
in certain oppressed countries
come into conflict with the in-
terests of the proletarian mo-
vement. In such cases, support
is, of course, entirely out of
the question. The question of
the

an lsolated,

rights of nations is not
self—sufficient
question; it is a part of
the general problem of the
proletarian  revolution, sub-
ordinate to the whole, and
must be considered from the
point of view of the whole.”

(To be continued)
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Tamil nationalism is a fact
of life in the political evo-

lution of Sri Lanka. It can-
not be whisked away or ex-
purgated by military meas-
ures.

Some home-truths about
minority nationalisms illus-

trated by Mr. S. Nadesan
Q. C., in October 1955 in
a series of four articles pu-

Kblished by the Ceylon Daily
{MNews, ring as true today as

they did three decades ago.

I. ““If in a multi-national
State, the principle of majo-
rity rule is made applicable
to questions imvolving the
rights of national minorities,
the minorities will be denied
their ordinary human rights
of self - expression and seli-
determination and will be
subject to the tyranny of an
impersonal majority’’. The
most cherished rights of
minorities are the right to
use their language, develop
their culture and regulate
their economic and social
life. ’

2. *“The problem of lan-
guage is closely bound up
with human feelings and senti-
ments. It is very easy to
rouse the people into taking
a step in the wrong direct-
ion’’. True to the prognos-
tication, the majority com-
munity was roused, or rather
it roused iuselt since 1956,
to the call of a communal
slogan, to deny the language
rights of national minorities.
Since then there have been
two nations, segregated in
schools with mutual hatred
instilled in all walks of public
life especially via the media
and now separated by a vir-
tual apartheid in universities
through violence. All atcempts
here so far to undo one jot
or title of the national by
bifurcation of 1956 by legal
and Constitutional means have
proved futile.  Continued
Nadesan in the 1955 series
of articles;

3. (We find that coun-
tries which had to deal with
only two languages like Fin-
land, Belgium, South Africa,
Canada and lreland have
adopted both languages as
official languages.) Countries
which have a multiplicity of
languages, like Indonesia, India,
the U.S.S.R."and Switzerland
have in the interest of na-
tional unity either three or
more languages as official
languages or when they were
too many, they have preserved
their national unity by adopt-

ing federal structures of na-
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“tional governments which gua-

ranteed the languages the
culture and the regional au-
tonomy of all minorities. He
proceeds to state that where
such compromises and social
contacts were not voluntarily
forged in a spirit of live
and let live, as in the case
of Australia, Hungary, Eas-
tern Eurepe and the Balkans,
the interactible power of
national  minorities  broke
them up, (Balkanised them),
into small separate States.
The minorities’ treaties im=
posed by the Allied Powers
after the world war could
not hold them together.

4. (As the Tamil-speaking
minorities cannot be sup-
pressed or ignored) he said,
(one has to consider other
methods of solving the pro-
blem). There are only two
known methods (one is the
method of bilinguation and
other that of federalism). The
former alternative is no lan-
ger available. All the ad hoc
pre - election pacts and the
various legislative enactments
since 1958 are dead letters,
in the face of dominant Sinhala
nationalism. [n the meantime
Tamil nationalisation has been
spurred and prodded by many
other circumstances, frequent
communal helocausts, inequa-
lity of rights and opportu-
nities in regard to employ-
ment, regional development,
higher education, land settle-
ment, economic and cultural
development, so much so that
Tamil nationalism is in con-
frontation with Sinhalese na-
ticnalism.

Empires break up because
Emperors give too little,
too late what began as a
minority grievances in 1956
has by neglect has grown
into a national crisis. After
denying Tamil language rights,
the logical alternative of a
plea for a federal structure
of political power was ridi-
culed and misrepresented as
a partition cry by pelitic-
ians and -especially the mass
media to an otherwise rea-
sonable and highly cultured
Sinhalese people of the im-
mediate post independence
generation cry. Therefore the
main national minorities came
to be increasingly regarded
by them asa thorn in their
flesh. The idea of sharing
pewer gradually became an-

athema. So did their con-
cept of a social contract
among all nationalities in the

(Continued on page 9)




(Continued from last
week)

Unemployment in the re-
gion,” which is the result of
its underdevelopment, was
identified Iin the previous
articles as the most press-
ing problem, and the quest-
ion was pesed, what are the
feasible strategies of rapid
development of production,
consumption, investment and
employment in the region?

As regards production, the
principal constraint is the
market. In a market econemy,
production is primarily orie-
nted to exchange in the
market and the first principle,
as stated by all economists
from Adam Smith down ' is
that production is determined
by the market and not vice
versa, subject of course to
the possibility that markets
could be manipulated once
production has commenced.
Market research is then the
first step in the production
process.

What then are the markets
which are politically secure
and accessible or could be
penetrated by commodities
which are and could be pro-
duced in the regicn? They
are (1) the market within
the region itself, which s

too small a base to stimu-

late econcmic growth and
(2) foreign markets which
have not erected impenetrable
tariff and non = tariff barriers,
namely the Commonwealth,
the United States of America,
the European Economic Com-
munity, West Asia, Eastern
Europe, South Asia, South
East Asia, and to a lesser
extent because of severe
competition, Japan and the
Pacific region comprising Tai-
wan, South Korea, the Philip-
pines, Hongkong and China.

Tamil

° .
Nationalism
(Continued from page 8)
Constitution - making process
which s historicaily and poli=
tically the only sure foun-
dation of a national - nation
State. Ultimately the only
determinant of power became
the policies of members and
the only solution of minori-
ties as of other problems is
perceived to be mass - power
and military solution.

Even now, hopefully it is
not too late to return to
the path of conventional poli-
tical wisdom and to accom-
modate the political reality

of Tamil nationalism within
a federal structure of a
United Sri Lanka instead of

determining minority nation-
alism rights by a referen-
dum er other form of majo-
rity rule, as urged by Mr.
S. Nadesan in 1955.

1iona

- annually. They are,

The region’s traditional
market, Sri Lanka itself, for
agricultural produee and cot-
tage industry’s products s
fast becoming out of bounds
due to (a) political insecurity
and inaccessibility, (b) un-
restricted imports and (c)
increasing production of the
same commodities in other
distriess.

The region has therefore
few options other than to
look outward to foreign
markets, although export trade
is vulnerable to external shocks
like protectiopism, recession,
competition.  unequal  ex-
change, falling terms of trade
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lopment of light industries.
The type of heavy industry
suited to a surplus - labour
region is the labour inten-
sive type like ship - building,
but passenger and cargo tran-
sport by sea is an industry
severely hit by recession.
However, ship-building for
deep-sea fishing and mining
of the ocean-bed hold out
bright prospects. The northern
and eastern sea board are
favourably situated for the
exploitation of the resources
of the ocean.

Capital and technology for
the establishment of such in-
dustries are no problem in

Essential

as: .
1) modern transportation,
power-supply and water re-
sources within the region.

2) the emergence of a
high - level  entrepreneurial
class to pioneer the
industrial thrust and develop
the capability to attract and
collaborate with foreign in-
vestors,

3) the development of
local capital to match foreign
capital,

4) the development of
manpower tosuit the demands
of industrial development and

5) the establishment of
an export processing zone

or

and instability in the longer
term. The alternative of an
inward - looking economy is
even worse because the scope
for growth in a small local
maket is severely restricted.
The economy of the region
is stagnant because of this
parochial strategy.

Given these constraints,
what are the primary com-
modities, manufactures and
services, which could be ex-
ported? On a static view of
the markets mentioned, the
potential exports could be
identified from the Customs
Returns or more easily from
the Central Bank’s Economic
Reviews which are put out
for  ex-
ample, garments, handloom

textiles, batiks, manufactured
or semi = manufactured rub-
ber and leather products,
paper board, umbrellas, mats,
baskets, arecanut, betel lzaf,
etc.

The first three items, na-

mely garments, handloom tex-

tiles and batiks, have the
greatest export potential be*

i cause the industrialised coun-

tries have either given Sri
Lanka generous quotas or
waived quotz restrictions to
the least developed countries
of the third world.
Rubber and leather semi
manufactures also have good
export prospects but the
manufacture of finished pro-
ducts would need foreign
collaboration in technology and
investment capital.

The other manufactures and
primary products are within
the technical and financial com-
petence of local entrepreneurs
to preduce and export. Heavy
industry is a necessary base
for rapid economic growth,
quite apar:t from its poten-
tial for stimulating the deve-

-

is burdened
with ‘excessive capital stock
and monetary capital, exces-

a world which

sive installed capacities for
steel and other metal pro-
duction and a technology
which is too advanced for
traditional industry.
Prospective investors are

scouting the third world for
investment opportunities be-
cause the marginal efficiency
of capital in the traditional
industries of developed coun-
tries Is declining and rates

~of profits are falling.  The

electronics industry, energy
industry and ocean bed min-
ing industry are the indus-
tries of tomorrow. A deve-
loping country should boldly
plunge into modern industry

and should not be cramped
by traditional industries or

intermediate technologies.
Other heavy and labour-in:
tensive industries suited to
the region are railway car-
riage building for  export,
ship-repair and ship-breaking.
The problem is to create
the most favourable invest-
ment climate compared to
what  other third world
countries could offer.

The foreign investment
climate as regards constitu-
tional guarantees of capital

repatriation and profit re-
mittance, liberal fiscal poli-
cies, tax concessions, low

tariffs, import liberalisation,
expatriate facilities, insurance,
banking, capital and money
markets, shipping, aviation
and other economic infras-
tructures and institutional sup-
ports created by the Central
Government are indeed su-
perb and they are probably
unsurpassed in South Asia.

Regional development calls
for supplementary infrastru-
ctures and institutions, such

which could provide the in-
itial attraction to foreign
investors.

Foreign investors are at-
tracted not by prospects and
promises of infrastructure
development but by what is
already on the ground even
if it be only its rudimentary
beginnings. The authorities
concerned, central or regional,
should make a start and give
the initial impetus. A large
pool of skilled, semi-skilled
and educated unskilled man-
power at competitive wage
rates usualiy provide the pri-
me attraction.

The educational and train-
ing system of the region will
therefore have to change ra-
dically with the changed econ-

omic circumstances. The dem-
and for academic education
and the liberal arts ac the
university level was a feature
of education. suited to a by
gone era. The development

Human

ted to the UN Human Ri-
ghts Sub—Committee by India,
Yugoslavia and Cyprus urging

that an immediate solution

be found to the national

question in Sri Lanka.
Delegates from  several

other countries spoke in sup-

port of the resolution.

initial -

needs of the region are man-
power resources at all stages
of scientific and technological
education. The examples of
South Korea and Taiwan are
worth emulating where the
great bulk of educational
resources, over 50 per cent
of the education budget, are
channelled into technical ed-
ucation and training program-
mes.

by S.R.
Asirwatham

The share of science and
technology in the educational
budget of Sri Lanka and' of
the region is about !0 per

cent which is the main cause
of educational waste, the
break-neck rat-race of stu-

dents for university educate
ion, their frustration when
university admissiens are cur-
tailed and their psychological
parancia and eventual resort
to militant anti-state activity.

There is no dearth of high
level entrepreneurs in the
region. Their capabilities are
bsing wasted after their in-
dustried in Colombo were
destroyed in July 1983. Nor
is there a dearth of capital

‘or ~technology, for it is well

within the competence of
expatriates to provide both.
What is lacking is a re-

gional administration which
can create the investment
climate, provide the econ-

omic and social infrastruc-
tures and co-ordinate the
investment production and
marketing activities of en-
trapreneurs and investors in

the region.

Rights
Case Before UN

A resolution was submit-

India’s former minister of
state Mr. S. Bandh submitted

the resolution.

Mr. V.N. Navaratnam, for-
mer M.P. for Chavakacheri'
S.Chandrahasan, Mr.N.Xavier
attorney—at—law were present
in Geneva in connection . with

the conference.
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Sports

by Victor Kiruparaj

Rain Proves

A Spoiler

Persistent rain, very un-
usual during this month when
fiery Pheobus should blazea
golden trail over the Jaffna
sky, proved to be a ‘dampen-
er’, in the Iinter-schools cri-
cket matches played last week-
end.

Though play was restricted
to a few hours play due to
the inclement weather, Jaffna
Central taking on Hartley at
Point Pedro, drew the game
in a rather low-scoring affair.

Jaffna Central, batting on
a rain-soaked pitch, could but
muster |16 of which skipper
V. Sutharshanan top scored
with an elegant 38. Others
who entered doable figures
were S. Jeykumar 17, A. Raja-
sekar 16, C. Mancjkumar {3
and P. Raviraj |3.

S Kathirchelvan

B-valmg:
3 for 22,  N. Mailvaganam
| for 13, B. Nandakumar

3 for 29 and R. Shantharan
3 for 24 shared the spoils for
Hartley.

Hartley in reply fared worse
to collect 93, S. Sutharshanan
being top scorer with 28.
Others who contributed their
mite were P. Nareshkumar
19 and  A. Richard 13.

Bowling P. Raviraj 5 for 26,
and Sutharshanan 3 for 34.

laffna Central golng in a
second time registered 57
for 4 wickets at close. Suthar-
shanan top scored again with
a quick 25.

MATCH DRAW

The Kokuvil Hindu - Jaffna
match played on wednesday
last week ended in a draw

“TAMILARAM”

A Volume of tributes
and reminiscences dedi-
cated to the memory
of FATHER THANI-
NAYAGAM.

Rs. 50/- per copy.

Available at:

SATURDAY

OFFICE,

i 18, 4th eross street

JAFFNA.
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when persistant rain curtailed
the hours of play.

Jaffna Central (lIst Inn-
ings) 175 for 7 wickets.

P. Raviraj 45, V. Suthar-
shanan 27, A. F. Gratiean
25, K. Karunaraj 16} and
C. Manojkumar | |, Terry Ma-
han Ganeshalingam 10, A. Ra-
jasekar 24.

Mathitharan 2 Hfor 51,
S. Vijeyanathan Lisfor IS
S* Sasitharan | for 18.

Kokuvil Hindu (Ist Inn-
ings) 100 for 7 wkts.
Ketheeswaran 28.
anathan 21, Satheeskumar 2 1.

Bowling: V. Sutharshanan
6 for 38, T. Raviraj | for
27, J.C.C. (2nd innings)

I for no loss.

BAD LIGHT

Not a ball was bowlter on
second day of the Johnian
Patrician  annual encounter,
dampening the enthusiasm of
the cricket fans here. In the
two hours of play on the

first day.

St. John’s taking strike first,
struggled on to 74 for 5 wic-
kets. Nishanthan had made 30
and consistant bat V. Muralee-
daran had collected an un-
beaten 25 when bad light
caused an early closure.

RAIN PREVENTED
FURTHER PLAY

The Kokuvil Hindu-Skanda.
varodaya match, too, ended
on a disgustieg
heavy rains on the second day
prevented any further play,
Nevertheless  Kokuvil Hindu
registered 175 for 5 on the
first day. S. Sasitharan wiel-
ded the willow with gay abar-
don hit up:64.: S. Sathees-
kumar and Vijeyanathan were
both unbeaten on 33 and 42
respectively.

JAFFNA COLLEGE
BEAT BY AN INNING

Jaffna College beat Mani-
pay Hindu by an innings.

Jaffna College (Ist Innings)
189 for 5 declared K. Sankar
57 N. O. Jeyaseelan 3 for 71.

Manipay Hindu (Ist innings)
B2

S. Paramalingam 7 for 22.

Manipay Hindu (2nd !lnn-
ings) 101.

S. Paramalingam 3 for 26.

Vijey-

note when .

Saturday

Review

Mentioned

in house

In Parliament on 7th Mar-
ch, Mr. Sarath Muthettuwe-
gama, M.P. for Kalawana as-
ked why of all the news-
papers in Sri Lanka, censorship
was being applied only to
the Saturday Review.

Woas it because the news-
paper came from the North?
He asked.

He said the Editor of the
SATURDAY REVIEW was a
Sinhalese.

(Continued from page 4)

be expected of our authori-
ties. If they fail in this,
well, they would qualify for
the wrath of God.

Contracts, especially build-
ing contracts, are always a
touchy subject But people
cannot be blamed when they
see for themselves the pa-

thetic progress In works
that has been the feature
of most buildings, including

the University and other pu-
blic buildings, not to mention
the architectural abortions
that some of them perso-
nify. People are entitled to
question whether the terms
of contracts relating to these
buildings are devoid of the
usual penalty clauses which
are normally effective enough
to force the contractor to
conform to the time-sche-
dules. Or have the penalty
provisions been pushed into
cold storage! Or is there
a paucity of funds? The
people ought to be informed
by the authorities concer-
ned.

The alleged stoppage of
construction work on the
Cement Corporation Harbour
at Kankesanturai is another
matter which deserves pu-
blic comment and a possi-
ble explanation by the aut-
horities.

The above home ctruths
might sound humdrum in the
charged stacatto atmosphere
of contemporary lsffna. For
fiftty years the people of
Jaffnra have been fed on
political rhetoric The people
today hear no rhetoric,
they hear something else.
But the civilian authorities,

whoever is left of them,
have a duty te work for
the  [ong-term interests

and needs of the land and
its people.

R. Mano Mohan.

Jaffna.

|

‘Milit:

ary

Tactics ,
no Answer’

(Extract from DON BOS-
CO’S MADONNA, Novem-
ber 1983,
the Don Bosco Institution,
Bombay.)

What is terrorism?
We would say it is a

{method of political struggle

that uses . terror to punish,

confuse and destroy enemies

and opposition.

We distinguish two classes
of terrorism; the first is used
by those *‘at the top’’ to

retain and re-inforce their
power; the second is used
by those ‘‘at the bottom’’

to seize power and we read
about this everyday.

But the objectives are diffe-
rent; in some places terro-
rism is used to obtain na-
tionalistic ciaims; in other
places there are racial claims;
still others mix their claims
with religion; in Latin Ame-
rica, there is a strong “liber-
ation’ motive; in other coun-
tries there .
with bleak

sons.

terrorists
idealogical

are
rea=

Much of the present ter-
rorism is a movement to
bring down the bourgeosie
(called” imperialists), the go-
vernment or state that pro-
tects them, and the multi-
national companies that sup-

port them,

PR

published by

The Holy Father
us to pray so that
prevails over the violence of
terrorism. Governments must
have the means to meet the
situation, but within - the
framework of a deeply hu-
man ethics, hopefully without
recourse to martial law, mili-

tary tactics the death
penalty.

invites

or

The remedy must go deeper

still; this phenomenon is a
profound dissatisfaction

most

for
young people. Theif
reasons should be carefully
studied. They will not be
satisfied with orders from on
high.

use

It will be necessary to

educational
means in schools and univer-

responsible

sities, paying special -ttent-

ion to the influence of the

mass media.

Ic will be ne-

- cessary to take seriously the
““political, economical,

and so-
cial injustices and renew many

institutions criticised for good
reasons.

PEOPLE

Mr. I. T. Sampanthan a
well known trade unionist
is in the intensive care unit
at the General Hospital,
Jaffna. after a heart attacke

MY ENLIGHTENMENT

by

G. G. Lakshmi Narayanan
Swamigi

Universal
of ills and incurables
Vainava Atheenam (mebile)

“I received complete emancnpatmn

N
from cankers (delusion)...”
For details contact:
G. G. Lakshmi Narayanan Swamigi
174, Navalar Road — Jaffna.
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THE PAINFUL DEPARTURE FROM SRI LANKA

fContmued from last
issue)

As soon asone is informed
that his application is accep-
ted and a passp-rt is issued,
a “quitnotice’ is sent to him
byrthe Sri LankaGovernment.
He is permittedto stay for a
period extending from siX
months to one year during
which period he must settle
his provident fund account,
gratuity and other benefits
and arrange for the transfer
of assets to Indian and also
make travel prepartions.
Overstaying in the earlier
years meant arrest and for-
cible deportation to India.
There had been considerable
delays in the settlement of
gratuity and provident fund
and the workers have been
put to considerable hard-
ships. His Excellency Tho-
mas Abraham former Indian
High Commissioner in Sri
Lanka, has mentioned that
the High Commission had
to take up many such cases
with the Sri Lanka Govern-
ment for speedy settlement
of all dues. The Estimates
Committee has also pointed
out that Indians awaiting
repatriation are often held
up in Sri Lanka because of
delays is payment of their
provident fund, gratuity, etc.

“Even in a world where
there has been so much
else to hit_the headlines,

it is surprising that the

Agreements, which heral-
ded the largest organised

worker migration of the
20thcentury, have gone so
largely unnoticed.”

The irony of the situation
can be understood from the
factthat in Tamilnadu today
these hapless people are
generally referred to as *“Sri
Lankan Tamils”, a position
which they never got in Sri
Lanka even after many
years of residence in that
island.

The process of repatriat-
ion had been exceedingly
slow. It was expected to
commence in 1965, but the
Sri Lanka Government in-
troduced the enabling legi-
slation only in 1967. As a
result, the repatriation com-
menced only in 1968 and
moved slowly through the
1970’s. The whole eXercise
was callous, brutal and de-
humanising. No principle
was enunciated either for the
granting of citizenship or
for being subjected to num-
bers. As. Roy Muthaya
points out, the iniquitous
nature of the Agreement was
clearly demonstrated by the
fact that A becoming a citi-
zen of Sri Lanka was con-
ditional on B leaving the
shores of Sri Lanka. Both A
and B may be of identical
status ‘'or B may have better
claims for Sri Lankan citi-
zenship than A or what is
still worse A and B may be

members of the same family,

but B must go for A to
become a citizen of the co-
untry. According to the law
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of the land, those who opt
for Indian citizenship or are
denied Sri Lankan citizenship
had to apply to the Indian
High Commission with do-
cumentary evidence to prove
that they are “stateless’. As
soon as one is informed
that his appliciation is ac-
cepted and a passport is is-
sued, a “‘quit notice”’ is sent
to him by the Sri Lankan
Government. He is permit-
ted to stay for a period ex-
tending from six months to
one year during which peri-
od he must settle his provi-
dent fund account, gratuity
and other benefits and arra-
nge for the transfer of assets
to India and also make tra-
vel preparations. Overstay-
ing in the earlier years me-
ant arrest and forcible de-
portation to India. There
had been considerable delays
in the settlement of gratuity

patriates are driven from
pillar to post and languish
in different parts of Tamil-
nadu.

Rahabilitation is planned
on a family basis. As soon
as the passport is obtained,
the repatriates are required
to apply to the Indian High
Commission for a family
card. The family card is the
most important document in
the process of rehabilitation.
It gives details of the family,
the type of occupation to
which they are assigned,
amount of grants and loans
to which they are entitled,
their place of employment
in India, etc. Unfortunately,
the illiterate and ignorant
repatriates do not realise
that their fate in India
would be determined by the
entries in the family card.
The repatriates, accustomed
to a sheltered and insular life
in the plantations, are in-

By

V. Suryanarayanan

and provident fund and the
workers have been put to
considerabl ehardships. Mr.
Thomas Abraham, former
Indian High Commissioner
in Sri Lanka, has mentioned
that the High Commission

had to take up many such
cases with the Sri Lanka
Government for  speedy

settlement of all dues. The
Estimates Committee has
also pointed out that indians
awaiting repatriation are of-
ten held up in Sri Lanka
because of delays in payment
of their provident fund
gratuity, etc.

Immediately after the sig-
ning of the Sirimavo-Sastri
Pact, the Indian High Com-
mission launched a publicity
campaign among the Indian
Tamils. Attractive,illustrated
booklets in English and Ta-
mil were widely distributed
in the plantations which he-
Id forth the promise of a
secure and decent life in
India. The rehabilitation as-
sistance mentioned in the
booklets included (A) Em-
ployment in Government-
sponsored tea, rubber and
cinchona plantations and st-
ate farm corporations; (B)
Perferential employment . in
factories, sugar mills, spinn-
ing mills and transport co-
rporations; (C) Settlement in
land colonies and allotment
of land for cultivations; (D)
Loans for the purchase of
cultivable land; (E) Business
loans for self - employrsent
(F)Financial aid for housing;
(G) Educational facilities for
children and (H) Customs
and travel concessions. But
these hopes were soon  shat-
tered. Most of the grandiose
schemes failed due to bure-
aucratic bungling and red-
tapism. For the repatriates it
was a bitter home-coming.
Unwanted in Sri Lanka and
unwelcome in India, the re-

capable of juding which am-
ong the repatriation schemes
would best suit ‘them. Nor
has the Indian High Com-
mission started any mean-
ingful counselling regarding
the facilities available in
India. With neither the
knowlege nor proper guid-
ance, the repatriates fall an
easy prey to the touts and
come to grief when they co-
me to India. It must also be
mentioned in this connection
that the family card makes
no mention of the caste/
community to which the re-
patriates belong. Most of
the repatriates are from the
lower rungs of the Hindu
society and belong either to

the Scheduled Castes or Ba-
ckward Classes. In Tamil-
nudu, people belonging to
S. C./B. C. are entitled to a
large number of benefits. In
many cases, the repatriates
are deprived of these bene-
fits because the family card
does not contain this vital
information.
(To be continued)
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THE SUN

The Sun, published by
Independent Newspapers
Ltd., has done us a big dis-
service by publishing a news
jtem in its issue of 28th

MILITARY RULE IN

.. Co-ordinating officer
is to be appointed for the
Jaffna district to look
after not only the security
aspects but the civilian
administration zs well.

Brigadier Nalin Sene-
viratne is tipped for the
post. The civilian ad-
ministratior. will function
under him.

~t the same time, the

JAFFNA?

Covernment Agent, Mr.
D. Nesiah is to be re-
placed by Mr. Camilus
Fernando, the Govern-
ment Agent of Trinco-
malee. (SUN, 3rd March.)

PRIMA : QUERY IN HOUSE

in Parliament on .8th
March 1983, Mr.Lakshman
ayakoddy. uri Lanka
i reedom Party . P for
Attanagala, askedthefol-
lowina qu stion from the
Minister of Food and
Co-operatives!

‘a) Is he aware that after
the Prima Flour Mill was
set up flour produced there
was given over to the Food
Commissioner.

(b) Will he states sepa-
rately the quantity of flour
so purchased each month.

¢c) 's he aware that after .

the production of flour was
commissioned at the Prima
Flour Mill the Food Com-
missioner has imported flour
for consumption?

(d) Will he state separate-
ly the quantity of flour im-
ported in each month, its
value and the country from
which 'he flour was impor-
ted during the relevant
period?

(e) Will he state the rea-
son why flour had to be
imported after flour pro-
duction began at Prima
Flour Mill?

Mr. M. Vincent Perera,
Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs: 1 table the answer,
on behalf of the Minister of
Food and Co-operatives.

Answer tabled: (a) Yes.
(b) Wheat flour is not pur-
chased from the Prima FI-
our Mill Wheat grain is im-
ported and supplied to the
Prima Mill for milling into

wheat flour, The quantities
of wheat flour delivered
monthly to the Food Com-
missioner from October
1980 when the mill went in-
to production was as fol-
lows:

1980 1981 1982 1983

(M.T) M.T) (M.T) M.T)
January 19,615 23215 41693
February 16,310 28,529 39,293
March 28,146 34,734
April 10,895 29911
May - 25096 33534
June 19,355 24,800
July 33,683 33,041
August 33,453 & 3 o 197
4 LD = R 35. %ﬂ!y&%@mz U
October 30,791 25,115
November 29.878 36,341 29,109
December 20,261 34341 43,207

(c) Yes. Only one cargo of wheat flour was imported

by the Food Commissioner
sioned.

after the mill was commis-

(d, (i) 5,000 metric tons imported in March 1983. (ii)
Total C & F value US §. 1,355,310.00. (iii) Country of

origin Singapore.

(e) This cargo of flour wss imported to avert a pos-
sible shortage that could have arisen in stocks of wheat
flour, due to the delay in the arrival of two wheat ship-

ments.

Mr. Lakshman Jayakody:
Will he give an assurance
that.he would table in this
House. through the proper
Ministry, the contract that
we have between the Prima
Flour Mills organization

and the Government of Sri
Lanka whereby they gave a

definite undertaking that we-

will not run short of flour?

Mr. M. Vincent Perera:
I will bring it to the notice
of the Minister concerned.

Breakfast ...

‘Continued From Page 2)

what they wish to produce
or even over the fruit of
their toil. They are also
required to serve the tables
of the richin this country
and abroad. You will see
that the primary object of
food, therefore, is no longer
the feeding of hungry people,
but of securing a profitable
return on an investment.
The alleviation of hunger
cannot be left in the hands
of the rich, who have only

known gluttony, avarice
and a full stomach. They,
who have never known a
day’s hunger, must be
schooled in the ways of
hunger. They must alsolearn
what it is to survive by
dependeuce on dustbins.
There are enough dustbins
in the five-star democracy’.

And with this the Master
rose and disappeared into
the “bustling crowd in the
morning sunshine. leaving
me marvelling at thisembodi-
ment of plain living and high
thinking.

H. A. L. G.

"Notice to

'Subscribers and

Agents

subscribers and
who have changed

Those
agents

: 1983 are kindly
to intimate their present ad-

after June
requested

their address

dress immediately to:

The Circulation Manager,

i SATURDAY REVIEW,
P. O. Box 122,
JAFFNA.

Lo ey e TR P T 77

February 1984 without pla-
cing it in its proper context.

After the closure of the
SATURDAY REVIEW by
the Jayewardene Govern-
ment on st July 1983, using
Emergency powers, we have
been repeatedly challenging
the order issued by the
Competent Authority, Mr
Douglas Liyanage, Secretary
to the Ministry of State, in
the Supreme Courtunder the
fundamental rights provisi-
ons of the Constitution

The Supreme Court, in its
wisdom, dismissed our first
and second applications for
leave to proceed with our
petitions. But the third and
fourth applications for leave
to proceed have been allow-
ed, as reported in the SAT-
URDAY REVIEW on 25th
February.

This order was made on
20th February-beforethe or-
der on the second applica-
tion was delivered, as the
Court had reserved its order
in the earlier case.

It is to this order that the
SUN gave Page 1 publicity
on 28th February, under the
headline “SATURDAY RE-
VIEW CASE — PETITIO-
NERS REFUSED LEAVE
TO PROCEED”.

But the SUN did not give
the same publicity to the
order on the third and four-
th applications (which were

tken up for hearlng Josgs

Unused Record of
Beatles, Dr. Hook, Smokie
Hot Chocolate, and others

i 50’ L. P’s & 60 single’s

| ata reasonable prices

Y0(22),Kachcheri—Nallur Road,
Chundikuli.

" Samuyel

TN g

up

10th "vIa_rch_ 1934

T SRR I

IT AGAIN!

ther)—and which was favou-
rable to us. Why?

The SUN cannot plead
ignorance. because its repor-
ter visited the Court while
proceedings were on.

The upshot was that many
of our readers began to
wonder whetherthe SATUR-
DAY REVIEW had been
allowed to resume publi-
cation at all or whether it
had been closed again!

Earlier, the SUN reported
that the ban on the SATUR-
DAY REVIEW had been
{ifted but did not say that
it was under certain stiff
conditions.

I regret to state that the
newspaper I helped to found
as its first Chief Sub-Editor
in 1964 and with which 1
was associated later on as
a freelance writer has fallen
from its former high profes-
sional standards.

— EDITOR.

A Moment ...

(Continued From Page 2)

“Hold your heads high
among the Nations of the
world. Make Development
meaningful to the people.
MakeDemocarcy meaningful
to the people. If you con-
sider our Democracy a Five-
Star Democracy, I can only
say that like Five-Star Hotels
they are not for our people

with his two friends and dis-
appeared into the darkness
of the night. “Master”, said
his friends, “your prophec-
ies have always come true’’.
‘“Yes, but I hope my pro-
phecies will not come true.
There is still hope if these
chaps see themselves as
others see them.'’
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