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The pace of political eve-
ats in the Northand East is
hectic:

Even as we write, we are
not sure we will not be over -
taken by events and become
outdated.

The Interim Administration
and who should be Co-ordi-
nator seems to have been
problematic.

We were first told that Ja-
ffna’s Municipal Commissioner,
Mr. C. V. K. Sivagnanam is
going to be the Chief Admi-
nistrator.

Twenty four hours later
the papers said that the LTTE
was insisting on the appoint-
ment of Mr.

-

ment Agent of Trincomalee,
as the Chief Administrator.

As we go to press, weare
not quite clear what shape
the Interim Administration is
going to take or who will
head it or its powers.

One thing is clear-INTER-
IM IS INTERIM.,

e
- The [LTTE have_indicated
that unless their nominees get
a place in the Interim Ad-
ministration, they will with-
draw from it.

] K. Pathmana-

The Eelam Revolutionary
Organisation of Students (ER-
OS) has announced that it
will not participate in the
Interim Administration - thou-
gh they will not obstruct it.

 While the wrangle goes on,
some political observers think
that the ultimate winners will
be the TULF headed by the
Ex-opposition Leader and Se-
cretary-General, Mr. A. Amir-
thalingam.

They seem to have India’s
backing.

But let ne one underesti-
mate the Tigers.

They have shown they are
no push-overs.

Either militaribly or politi-
cally.

Indian High Commissioner,
Mr. J. N. Dixit had more
than 15 hours of talks with
the LTTE and reportedly the-
re was a very, very frank ex-
change of views.

The SATURDAY REVIEW
reliably understands that the
Indian High Commissioner,
Mr. Dixit, and the Tigers had
some rounds of talks, lasting
several hours, where there was
an acrimonious exchange of
views.

Seme of the points discus-
sed were about the personnel
of the Interim Admivistrati-

I Off With 6th
g Amendment—~ TULF
d

The Tamil United Liberation- Front
continue to press that the 6th Amendment which de-
barred its members from sitting in Parliament should

be rescinded.

f
g A former TULF MP said .
g have to be made to the Constitution to solve certain
é
#
#

problems.

As we go to press, the T UL F has not taken a

final decision on the matter.

WIN’

on, colonisation, and the open-
ing up of Police Stations in
the North and East.

The SR understands that on
these points there was sharp
disagreement.

The exact details of what
was said and what was agr-
eed npon at the discussions
have not been OFFICIALLY
released to the press by eit-
her side.

What’s going to happen is
anyone’s guess,

Your guess is as good as
ours.

will it seems

certain amendments
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Tamilnadu's
Reaction

Mr. Nedumaran, leader of
the Kamraj Congress at a
Press Conference on 29th
September where Maha ttaya,
Thilakar and others of the
LTTE High Command were
associated, stated that a mass
demonstration had been or-

ganised in Tamil Nadu in
support of the Ahimsa strug-
gle of the Tamil speaking
people in the North and
East. As a result of this
demonstration about 15,000
Tamils were arrested and
later released. Many news-
papers played down this de-
monstration. He stated that
his visit here was to study
the situation in the North
and East for himself. He
stated that Thileepan’s death
fast had gone to a great
extent to spotlight the de-
mands of the Tamils to India
and the world at large and
place ‘the events in the North
and East in the correct pers-
pective.

Text of a statement bygV.
Pirapakaran,

President J.R. Jayewardene
is trying to foster regional
differences and bring about
the split among the Tamil
speaking people of the North
and East. President J.R. is
trying to alienate the Tigers
from Eastern Province. This

is the gist of a statement
released oy the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE).

Mr. Pirapakaran statement
goes on to say: The Indian
Government which has not
understood the cunning mac-
hinations of J.R. has un-
leashed baseless and false
propaganda campaign against
the Tigers.

Thileepan — The Last Respects

India’s stance which favours
the Jayewardene Government
has cost us very great con.
cern and disappointment.

We wish to emphasise that
the Indian stance is against
the interests of the Tamil

speaking people.

The Indian  Government
has charged the LTTE with
the betrayal of India by its
stand on the appoinimsnt of
the Chief Administrator in
the Interim Government, But
the real position is that the
betrayal is by India itself.

We have not accepted the
Indo Sri-Lankan Accord.

We have not recognise the
govereignty and the territorial
integrity of Sri-Lanka.

If this_ Accord takes into
account the interest of the
Tamil Speaking people, if it
will lead to safeguarding the
security of the lives of the
Tamil Speaking people, if it
can paved the way to the
welfare of the Tamil Speak-
ing people, we are prepared
to cooperate:

This is all we told India.

We took this stand for the
following reasons;- on one

side we werc compelled, on
the other we have to main-
tain our friendly relations
with India.

Lastly the Indian Prime
Minister personally gave me
certain assurances. Believing
these assurance and trusting
India to fulfil these prom-
ises we agreed to co-operate.

The Indian Premier assured
me that once the accord was
signed there will be an imme-
diate merger of the North
and East and alion’s share
of representation and admi-
nistration, including Police
functions will be handed over
to the Interim Administration.

Two months have passed
since Indo-Lanka peace
Accord was signed.

There aré po signs of the
setting up of the Interim Ad-
minijstration.

President Jayewardene try
to set up his administrative
control in the North and East
obivious of his assurances
about the Interim Admninis-
tration that had to be set up

in the Tamil Speaking Pro-
vinces,

(Continued on page 8)
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His Vision Was Clear

It started out quite simply
as complex things often do,
to fight against .. set of
all too transparent breaches
of the Indo-Sri Lanka Ac-
cord which India was pre-
tending not to see through.

How many deatis

Will Gandhi demand
Just to keep faith

With his own accord?

When: Mahatma Gandhi
was assassinated, Nehru de-
clared, ‘the light has gone
out of our lives’; In the
darkness that ensued other
men calling themselves Giandhi
have emerged and assassinat-
ed the spirit of the Mahat-
ma -~ it seems.

Thileepan has not died in
vain, His death has welded
all the Tamil speaking peo-
ple of the North and East
into a united front for libera-
tion from oppression. A thous-
and Thileepans have arisen-
to take his place on fasting
daises in the temples of
Mullaitivu, Trincomalee, and
Batticaloa. The repercussions
of his matyrdom have shown

to India and the rest of
the world in no uncertain

language that the Tamil speak-
ing people are equally good
in the use of arms as well
as in the use of non-violent
weapons in-their singlemind-
ed and titanic determina-
tion to’ achieve liberation
from oppression at any cost.

As a witness to the ex-
cruciating pain that he went
through, I write on the
first two days of the fast Thi-
leepan was seen bent down on
eelding and writing but, his
face ebullient as usual. The
third day saw him  wane
and pale, tossing this way
and that in pain. He had
refused to brush his teeth in
the morning for fear that
water may enter his bowels:
Gradually his words became
inaudible, his vision blurred
and his movements pains-
takingly slow and difficult.
But his ambition, his vision
was clear. Not for a mo-
ment did he falter. He was
a man of gigantic will power
A fire no one dared to get
close to. His words and his
actions always went hand in
hand.

On the fourth day his last
public speech made the

A NEW PRINCHPAL

Johnians, past and present,
are jubilant that their School
will have a new Principal i
October. The mew Principal,
Dr.E.S. Thevasagayam, M.A-
M.Sc, Ph. D. is not new to
St. John’s. His father Mr.
Eliathamby was Headmaster
of the Church Primary
School. Thevasagayam, after
completing his primary edu.
cation, joined St. John’s Col-
lege in 1933.

Academically, he had an
enviable career: he won the
Scripture and Class Prizes in
seven out of the eight years
at St.John’s, and was first
in the School atthe London
Matriculation Examination in
1941. He was College Pre-
fect and Secretary of the S,
C. M., and of theJ.I. CCF.

REGIONAL TAXPAYERS’
ASSOCIATION
(NORTH & EAST)

All Taxpayers who have
suffered losses to their busi-
ness or private property are
requested to furnish the de-
tails of such losses in the
prescribed form available at
our office in order to seek
financial assistance and tax
relief through our Associ-
ation.

55 1/2, Kannathiddy,
Jaffna.

At Madras Christian College
he passed the B.Sc (Zoology
Honours) Examination in the
Second Class, and was first
in the College and second in
the University (1947). At the
University of California Ber-
kley U.S.A. he got his M.Sc,
in Parasitology, obtaining st-
raight A’s in all tae 13 cour-
ses (1956). He obtained his
Ph.D for his work in Medi-
cal Entomology (1967), from
Woosok Unlversity, Korea.

As teacher at St. John’s
(1947—1951), he taught Zoo-
logy and Biology in the Up-

He joined the Department
of " Health as -entomologist
and worked at the Medical
Research Institute. He was
later entomologist in the De.
partment of Agriculture, and
in 1962, joined the World
Health Organisation as Con-
sultant, from which pest he
has retired. As Consultant
Entomologist he worked in
Sarawak, Malaysia, other
parts of Asia, and Africa.
During his work in the W,
H. O., he trained teachers
and trainers of teachers in
health work.

He is a committed Chris-
tian and- has involved him-
self in Christian work. At

by J.

M. Sabaratnam

per School, (HS.C., G. C.E.
A L) and London Inter Sci-
ence) and helped to build
up the Biology Department.
His versatility is shown by
the fact that before he com-
pleted five years, he was
Senior Science Master, (in
charge of Laboratories), Se-
nior House Master, Prefect
of Games, Master-in-Charge
of the College Sunday School
and Secretary of the Brother-
hood (a fellowship of Chris-
tian teachers). Outside School
he was a Director of the
Y.M.C.A., Member of the
Parish Church Couucil, and
Secretary of the Jaffna Foot-
ball Referees Association.

Madras Christian College,
he was Secretary of the S.
C. M3 and attended the Tri-
ennial Conference of the India
Burma-Ceylon S.C. M. He
was selected to attend the
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence for the All-India SCM.
At various times and places
he was member of the Parish
Councils, Vicar’s Warden,
People’s Warden, Synod Re.
presentative and Lay Reader.
He was also a member of
the Board of Directors . of
the St. Gabriel’s School, Ku-
ala Lumpur, as the Bishop’s
representative,

Thus to his task at St.
John’s he brings ability, ver-
satility, wide experience in
various fields including tea-
ching, and he comes with
the resolve to- dohis best.

‘thousands gathered

aroundt
him weep unconsolably. One
of the speakers implored him
to take water amidst an
uproar of cheer from the
crowds, It was then that he
said that even though he was
unable to speak he had to do
so, as one of the speakers
had spoken in a  manner
that was derogatory to his
mode of satyagraha. He said
that asking him to  drink
water was like disrespecting
his satyagraha, and that it

was not for this purpose
that he had come there.
He added, “1 am certain

about my end. along with
my 650 comrades- I will
watch you making an inde-
pendent Tamil Nation a reality
from the skies”. Again and
again he said that a people’s

revolution must break out
soon and that it was for
this purpose that he  was
dying: No army can fight

against the people’s might.
Mother Nature too  wept

openly for him on that day.
On the sixth day when I

saw him again his pain and
restlessness were obvious, the
agony of each passing hour
was assuaged by his dreams
materializing before him; the
dream - a people’s struggle.
A roaring lion had lain down
to fortify the peoples moral
might. The dam that had

twenty years ago in the vil-
age of Urelu he went to
school like any other, but
his strong determination sin-
gled him out from the rest.
He would go to temple fes-
tivals when he was smail and
throw 'away the prasatha off-
ered after poojas, swearing
never to taste it before the
tasted freedom. A chess ch-
ampion at his Alma-mater
Jaggna Hindu College, he
uscd his calm resolute: mo-
ves later on in the political
arena. On one occasion when
he was yet in his first year
at the medical faculty, he was
surrounded by the Sri Lan-
kan armed forces and asked
to draw the face of a tiger
whereupon he promptly drew
that of a cow. When ques-
tioned about the obvious
blunder he answered that it
was only a sketch of those
he saw before him. He soon
left to join the armed st-
ruggle. Once his guts
were blown apart and had to
be fetched in a polythens
bag. No sooner had he been
assembled in one piece than
he became even more per-
severing and hard-working,
working late into the night
with hardly three hours of
sleeP a d y, a machine that
never tired, a. machine that
never gave up, a machine

by

Gitanjali

Asirwatham

kept his own emotions from

overflowing had now river-
ted the waters of the people’s
emotions in it’s own direct-
jom, Thousands of people
from all walks of life gazed
mutely and turned away to
wipe out the tears from the
corners of their eyes. Such
a human spectacle of suffer-
ing had never before distur-
bed their minds to such an
extent. The experiences of
bombings, shellings and heli-
copter strafings were all ac-
ceptable it (seemed, but not
this- (One hour slipped into,
another and one man’s thou-
ghts were as aloud as ano-
thers. What news from India,
On the fourth day in res-
ponse to all our tears India
asked the L.T T.E. to surren.
der any of their arms not
yet surrendered and to re-
lease all the Sinhalese pri-
soners captured unfil then.
Pirabakaran issued an appeal
to all people that there sho-
uld be no acts of violence
during this fast, It was
Gandhi who taught them

this.

.Who is this Thileepan,?
Parthipan was the name given
to him at birth, His mother
died ere he learnt to walk.
Born just over four and

that ate,slept and dreamt only
one thing and that was a
Jland where he could be free
from any form of subjuga-
tion. He may not have poss-
essed the cunningofa Ma-
chiavelli or the political wis-
dom of a Chanakya, but he
certainly knew how to orga-
nise a people’s revolution,

On the day before his
final exit from his body,
he murmered in a state of
unconsciousness  ‘‘water,wa-
ter”’. But that too he re-
fused to take, for the thirst
for freedom far  surpassed
the thirst for life. He beat
against his once shell - pierced
stomach, but his hunger
could only be appeased by
giving him his freedom.

It is said that Gandhi
has become a statue but, has
Ghandiam too become a
statue we ask Mr. Neduma-
ran hailed Thileepan as the
greatest ~satyagrahi that he
had ever seen. The memory
of this great freedom fighter
will not be erased from
this land as long as
Tamil people inhabit the ear-
th. He said that he was
deeply grieved that India had
delayed taking action for 12
long days. Had she taken
the measures that she had
now one week ago, Thilee-
pan would have lived. India
no other, was solely respon-
sible for his death, he said
Mahatma Gandhi was a le.
ader of a great popular up-
rising in defence of Trath.
Here was such a man,
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There is a general feeling
among the people that this
Agreement was imposed by
India on the Government of
Sri Lanka and the Tamil
groups. It is not my inten-
tion in this article to go
into all the circumstances
that led to the signing of
the Agreement, how and why
it appeared so suddenly like
a meteor on the  horizon,
My aim is only to discuss
a few matters which are of
paramount importance to
the future welfare of  the
Tamil people of this country.
They are as follows:~

1. REFERENDUM

According to the Agree-
ment a referendum will be
held on or before 31st Dece~
mber, 1988 to enable the
people of the Eastern pro-
vince to decide whether the
Eastern province should re-
main linked with the North-
ern province, or whether it
should constitute a separate
administrative unit. The Pre-
sident, in his discretion, can
postpone such a referendum.
The referendum when held
will be monitored by a local

wards. This speech was widely
reported in the local press.
It only shows that even be-

fore the trial has  started,
death sentence has already
been passed by no less a-
person than the President

himself. A few days later
in a message to the people
his Excellency had said that
he and members of his Go-
vernment would campaign
against the merger.

-Mr. M.H.Mohamed, Trans-
port Minister, addressing a
press conference in Madras
on August 29, 1987 had ex-
pressed himself against the
merger of the two provinces.
He had said that the Mus-
lims and even the Tamils in
the Eastern province would
vote against the merger. A
referendum is a must, It could
only be postponed and can-
not be cancelled. So thinks
Mr. M-H. Mohamed and also
he thinks that there is a
movement in the East against
the domination of  Tamils
from the North and that it
itself would work against the
merger. (Vide the Hindu of
30th August 1987). The mem-

|

will be fair to all parties
concerned, should be found.
According to the proposals
of 19th December 1986 it was
agreed to have Amparai Dis-
trict detached from the rest
of the Eastern province. If
this disti.ct is detached, the
Eastern province will become
an overwhelmingly Tamil-sp-
eaking province and there
cannot be any valid object-
ion to the merger of the two
Tamil - speaking contiguous
provinces: further, this will
not in any way harm the
Sinhalese. A referendum be-
comes unnecessary. In my
view Amparai Electorate and
not the District may be de-
tached from the rest of the
present Eastern province. If
it becomes necessary and if
the Tamils and Muslims re-
siding in the Electorate so
desire, they can be settled in
the other pars of the East-
ern Province. There may be
opposition from some Tamil
and Muslims groups to this
proposal, but they have to
be convinced of the dangers
lurking in the referendum
proposal.

signing this Agreement”. It
was reported in the Indian
newspaper, the Hindu, that
the Prime Minister of India
at a public meeting held in
Madras on August2, 1987
had said, ’under this Agree-
ment approximately one-third
of Sri Lankan territory will
be made a single province,
where the Tamils will have
a clear majority, They will
have regional autonomy, com-
parable to the State Gover-
nments of India, This repre-
sents an immense advaace on
what has been asked for by
the Tamils in Annpexure C
in 1983. It represents major
concessions made by the Sri
Lankan Gevernments’’.

If this is going to be the
position, if there is going
to be regional autonomy and
full-blooded devolution of
power with division of pow-
ers between the Centre and
the Provinces, this important
change in the political stru-
cture will inevitably necessi-
tate certain fundamental am-
endments to the present con-
stitution of Sri Lanka. Accor.

ding to some constitutionaj

Vﬂﬂ-L'NKA 1 |
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committee and observed by
a representative of the Elec-
tion Commissioner of India.
This element has been intro-
duced into the Agreement
probably because of the not-
oriety the last referendum
has acquired. Now there are
books and reports on the
jast referendum so that it
may not be erased from the
minds of the people and
they can always go ‘to them
to refresh their memory and
learn lessons as to how a
referendum should not be
held. There may not be a
repetition of such practices
at the proposed referendum,
but there are other factors
which should be considered
carefully when anybody dis-
cusses this question of refer-
endum.

(a) His Excellency the Pre-
sident in his address to the
National Bxecutive Committee
meeting of the U.N.P. held
on July 25, 1987 had stated
that some of the Tamil and
Muslim ministers from the
Eastern Province had assured
him that their people would
never vote in favour of a
merger of the North and
East which would be oa trial
for one year. Hence the re-
ferendum would show that
the majority of the people
in the Eastern province re-
ject the merger. That ques-
tion then would be a thing
of the past from that time on

bers of this Government are
at the old game of the im-
perialists of divide et impera,
divide and rule, divide the
Tamils of the East from
those of the North, ‘divide
the Muslims from the Tamils’.
There is no doubt that the
Government in order to wreck
the merger will resort to all
sorts of shady tactics and
devices, machinations and
manipulations which have be-
come notorious, It will em-
ploy all the resources at its
command to achieve its end:
It had made it plain that

it is totally against the mer-
ger.

(b: The President of Sri
Lanka, unlike the President
of India, is anactive party-
man and is permitted by law
and the constitution to par-
ticipate actively and canvass
openly in any election cam-
paign. The present Constitu
tion renders the President im.
mune from legal proceedings,
both in his official and pri-
vate capacity while he holds
office (Articlc 135 (1) ). This-
factor of the Head of the
State campaigning in the re-
ferendum is a serious matter
-and the Tamil people of this
country should pay serious
attention to this aspect.

(c) In view of these rea-
sons | suggest that, without
resorting to the device of a
referendum, a solution that

Although Mr. M. H. Mo-
hamed has said that a refere-
nduvm is a must, it is not
so. According to the Agree-
ment it is not mandatory.
If my suggestion is accep-
ted and implemented, it will
help solve a serious problem
and prevent many and ugly
and unnecessary controversy
that may arise after the re-
ferendum whatever its resul-
ts may be. It is my sugge-
stion the referendum should
be avoided and a way shou-
Id be found to avoid it. 1
have suggested one way that
will be fair by all concer-
ned, a compromise solution,
and compromise is the ess-
ence of politics. It is now
left to the Tamil people to
consider carefully, the rea-
sons I have urged against re-
ferendum.

2. DEVOLUTION
POWER

OF

The next important matter
to be considered is the na-
ture of the powers that will
be granted to the Provinci-
al Councils. The Agreement
states that ¢These proposals
are conditional to an acce-
ptance of the proposals, ne-
gotiated from 4th May 1986
to 19th December 1986. Re-
sidual matters not finalised
during the above negotiations
shall be resolved between
India and Sri Lanka within
a period of six weeks of

amend if it became mnecess-
ary, the changes which they
intended bringing to solve
the ethnic problem. They
would not say the same now
after the signing of  the
Agreement. Yet the possibi-
lity is there that two or
more Sinhala - dominated
political parties can get to-
gether and change, at some
future time, the entire
political and constitutional
structure so as to nullify an
essential part of the Agree-
ment, the devolution of
power. Here again. can the
Indian Constitutional experts
devise some clause to be
included in the constitution
which will serve as an im=~
penetrable shield so as to
prevent such attempts? or,
is it going to be that the
guarantor, the Government
of India, will serve as the
impenetrable shield? Time
along will provide the
answer.

4. REHABILITATION OF
TAMIL YOUTH

The Agreement
“The Government

states,

of Sr:

[ENT:

T. Subramaniam

Weeramantry, the present
constitution cannot be amen-
ded to bring about such far-
reaching changes. Only a new
constitution can embody the
new proposals.

The main question to be
asked and answered is : With-
in a unitary Constitution can
such changes as will satisfy
the aspirations of the Tamil
people be embodied? Can
the Indian constitutional ex-
perts find ways and means by
a preamble to the Constitu-
tion or by some other effe-
ctive means to overcome the
legal and constitutional im-
pediments so that the aspi-
rations of the Tamil people
can be met? Dr. Colvin R, D.
Silva is reported to have
said: India is described by
constititutional experts as a
federal state which is unitary
in spirit. Perhaps the devo-

Jution of power in Sri Lanka -

would be described by them
as a unitary state that is
federal in spirit”’. It is left
to the Indian Constitutiona]
experts to accomplish this
task. But let us hope that
it will be full-blooded devo-
lution and not a more sham
or semblance.

3. ENTRENCHED CLAUSES

In the past powerful
Sinhala politicians went about
saying that at any future
time they could alter or

Lanka will make special ef-
forts to rchabilitate militant
youth with a view to bring-
ing them back to the
mainstream of national life.
India will co-operate in the
process®’, It is a laudable
objective and we shall ever
be grateful to India for all
the assistance it will give
towards the attainment of
this objective. But besides
the militant youth, there
are thousands of Tamil
youth, wandering as refugees,
like the ancient wa dering
Jews, in the capitals of
the world. It is dis-
graceful for any civilized
country to have allowed
such a situation to take
place. They should be
brought back and settled
in the Tamil region. It will
be the duty of the Regional
aml Central Government to
do this. India’s advice, co-
operation and assistance in
this matter too would  be
welcome.

It is the fond hope of many
that the agreement can be
repudiated or abrogated by
revolts and protests, agita-
tion and violence. The
Government of India is not

an individual like the late

Mr. 8.J.V. Chelvanayakam,

The Agreement cannot be
(Continued on page T)
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Geographically the Vada-
maradchy East is a distinct
region in the Jaffna Penin-
sula. It is a narrow sandy
strip extending from  Valli-
puram in the North and
Chundikulam to the South.
The length of the sandy
strip is nearly 75 k.m. and
the breadth is 5 k m. in the
North and less than 3 k.m.
in the South. The Vadama-
radchy lagoon separates this
region from Pachchillaipallai.
Sand dunes and long sandy

beach are the main physi-

cal features of the .region.
Nallathanithoduwai is th'c
Southern boundary of this

region and separates the Jaffna
District from the  Mullai-
tivu District,

Prior o 1940  twe
Maniyakar divisionas we:? in
existence in Vadamaradchy.

They were named as Vada-
maradchy East and Vada-
maradchy West. They Vada-
maradchy West consisted of
Uduppiddy,Valvettiturai,Kad-
daiveli, Puloly and Point
Pedro. Chief Village Head-
men Divisions (Udayar divi-
sions). The Vadamaradchy
East Maniyakar  Division
consisted of the Kudathanai
and the Chempiyanpattu divi-
sions. In I950°s these = two
administrative divisions were
amalgamated into a single
DRO division namely Vada-
maradchy. In the late 1950’s
Chempiyanpattu (G S. divi-
sions 147 & 148) was
amalgamated with Pachchil.
laipallai. In 1960 Vadama-
radchy was divided into two
electoral districts  namely
Point-Pedro. and Uduppiddy.
Based on electoral division,
Vadamaradchy was divided
into twoDRO divisions known
as Vadamaradchy North and
East and Vadamaradchy South
and West. The boundaries
of the DRO divisions were
identical with that of the
electoral districts of  Point
Pedro and Uduppiddy unti
1977. The boundaries of these
electoral districts were chang-
ed in 1977 but boundaries
of the AGA divisions were
not changed. After the car-
vingout of 1he Kilinochchj
district the four G.S.DD of
the Pachchilapaliai AGA’s
divisior which fall under
Point Pedro electoral district
remained within the Jaffna
district. These G.S. divisions
Chempiyanpattu, Maruthan-

kerny, Mulliyan and Chundi-
kulam were annexed to the
Vadamaradchy  North and
East AGA division.

The region had a papula-
tion- of 10,678 persons in
1971 and 13,673 persons in
1981. The present popula-
tion is around 15,000. The
intercensal growth between
1971 to 1981 was 21.9 per-
cent. The region had a low
density of population and
the density of population in
1981 was 75 persons per sq.
k.m. The following Table

shows the density of popula-
tion by G. S. divisions.

to Aliyawalai. From Aliya-
walai to Chundikulam there
is only a cart track avail-
able for transport: There is
paucity of educational and
health institutions. Most of
the schools are under staffed
and educational standard of
the schools are very poor.

The majority of the gain-
fully employed population of
the region is engaged in
fishing. Nearly four thous-
and persons are working in
Karavalai fishing. Karaivalai
(Beach seine) is the popular
method of fishing in this
region during the South West

G.S. division Area Population Density
(sq. km) (9. k)
Kuda - Karaiyoor 1217 1494 123
Ampan 23.75 1330 56
Nagarkovil 30.00 1935 64
Chempiyanpattu 18.02 1947 108
Maruthankerni 19.56 4484 229
Mulliyan 63.40 2274 36
Chundikulam 14.29 204 14
Total 181.48 13673 75
The Maruthankerni G.S. Monsoon, Fishing activities
division had a moderate are relatively low during the
density of population and the North East monsoon per-
this division ircludes the jod. During the North East

village of Aliyawalai, Udu-
thurai,.  Vatharayan
Maruthankerni. Frirther,it had
nearly one third of the po-
pulation of the region.

The distribution population
in the region is mainly cluster-
ed in coastal fisuing settle-
ments. Kudathanaikaraiyoor,
Manalkadu, Koddodai, Kuda-
rappu, Chempiyanpattu, Ma-
munai, Thalaiyady, Uduthurai
Alliyawalai, ‘Vatharaiyan.
Vettilaikerni and Kaddai-
kadu are the main fishing

- settlements. Agriculture and

fishing are important in
Kudathanai, Ampan, Nagar-
kovil, Pokkaruppu aod Mul-
iyan. In Chundikulam there
arc no permenant seftlements
e;?cept for migrant fisher-
men. Wadis. Nearly sixty
percent of the population
is Roman Catholics and the
balance is Hindus.

The settlements lack mo-
dern facilities and ameaities
Almost the entire region is
not provided with electrici-
ly or pipe borne water sup-
ply. The road network and
transport facilities are very
poor. There is oaly a mo-
torable road from Point Pedro

and

monsoon rainy season prawn
fishing is important in the
Elephant Pass lagoon (East-
éra part) and fishermen from
other areas also migrate to
Chundikulam area for prawn
fishing. Agriculture activity
iS inisignificant. Small scale
paddy cultivation and market
gardening are found along
the Point Pedro - Aliyawalai
Road. Coconuts are grown
mainly as a homestead crop
but there are few estates at
Mulliyan, Maruthankerni and
Chempiyanpattu.

This is one of the regions
which has untapped natural
resources. Land, sand, water
lagoon, long sandy beach and
continental shelf are some of
them. The land area of this

region is nearly 185 sq,
kilo meters and the major
portion of this region s

uninhabited and unutilized.
The land available here could
be utilized for several pur-
poses especially for cashew,
coconut, casurina, ipil ipil and
Jjoyoba cultivation, In Mana-
lkadu casurina planting has
proved a successful venture
and this could be developed
in other areas too. The sou-
thern part can be  utilized

VADAMARADCHY'S
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for coconut cultivation ex-
tension programme. Besides
agriculture the land  could
be utilized for land settle-
ments purpose.

Sand available at Nagar-

kovil area is popular for
building construction. The
quality and the grain size
of this sand is superior to

the sands available in other
parts of the Jaffna peninsula.
Sand dunes of Manalkadu
could be utilized for con-
struction purposes provided
adequate conservation me-
thods are taken to maintain
the ecological balance. Go-
vernment and Local authori-
ties as well as individual
property owners of the re-
gion could earn sizeable re-
venue from the sale of sand.
Feasibility to set up a glass

factory in Nagarkovil in
the air for a long time.
Close attention should be

paid for the establishment
of a glass factory using Na-
garkovil sand.

Research study revealed
that Manalkadu and Nagar—
kovil regions have good un-
derground water resource.
Based on the Manalkadu
water resource a  market
town water supply scheme
was initiated to supply water
to Chavakachcheri, Point
Pedro and Valvettiturai towns
under a U.S.Aid Programme.
The construction work has
commenced but could not be
completed due to the unset-
tled conditions prevailing in
the Jaffna district. Since the
situation has now improv-
ed the work could be re-
commenced.

studies and proposals availa.
ble for the development of
the Vadamaradchy lagoon

due consideration should be
paid now for this scheme
while accommodating the in.
terest of the fishing comm-
unity and other communities.

The region has good sandy
beachcs and scenic places
which could be utilized
towards thc development of a
tourist industry. Places such
as  Manalkadu, Vallipuram
and Nagarkovil can form as
centres of attraction for tou-
rist. The entire coastal stretch
from Vallipuram to Chundi-
kulam has a prospective future
for tourist industry. This area
can be compared with Koy
alam and Marina beaches of
the South India,

The coastline of the region
covers a leagth of 75 km.
The fisheries resources in the
coastal fishing area and deep
sea fishing area are still not
effectively  exploited. The
region has a vast potential for
the development of fisheries
industry. There was a proposal
to build a Fisheries harbour
at Nagarkovil and this project
may be givendue considera--
tion, Further fisheries based
settlements could be developed
along the coast. Point Pedro
rehabilitation committee has
also put forward proposal to
build fisheries settlements in
the region to accommodate
5000 fisher families. The
project for rehabilitation of
Karaveddy fishermen gt
Chundikulam  which  was
planned earlier could be taken
up for implementation,

Low density road net-
work and poor transport
facility impede the progress
of this region. Though this
region is close to the Jaffna

by

Prof. P. Balasundarampillaj

Department of Geography, University of Jaffna

The Eastern part of the
Elephant Pass lagoon has
now been converted into a
fresh water lake but it dries
up in summer (June to Sep-
tember). Kangarayan Aru and
other streams of the main
land discharge water in this

lagoon. Water from thig
lagoon is being carried to
Vadamardchy by Mandalaj

Canal. Mandalai Canal is not
in a proper condition at pre-
sent to divert water from the
Elephant Pass. Lagoon to the
Vadamaradchy Lagoon. Once
the canal is properly rebuilt
it will increase the flow of
water into the Vadamaradchy
lagoon and it will in turn
help the desalination and
reclamation processes in the
neighbouring areas of the
Vadamaradchy lagoon. Land
nearly 10,000 acres in extent
could be reclaimed along the
Vadamaradchy lagoon for
cultivation and pasture deve-
lopment. In view of many

Kand trunk road. It has not
been linked properly with
Thenmaradchy and Pachilai-
palli. This region is linked
with Pachilaipalli only by the
Soranpattu.  Maruthankern;
Road. In order to improve the
transport facility of the region
the following roads have to
be developed: 1. Nagarkovil
Eluthumadduwal 2, Varani-
Kudathanai 3. Iyakkachchi-
Mandalai Kovilvaiyal Chundi-
kulam Road 4. Aliyawalai-
Chundikulam Road >
Kudathanai-Manalkadu Road
6.Minor Fisheries Roads in the

region. \

Point Pedro - Chudikulam
Road may be taken up for
development as part of the
Eastern costal highway. Con-
verting the above roads in-
to all whether roads will
generate more economic actj-
_vities to this rcgion aad

(Continued on page 5)
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IULE RECOGNISEN  MUSLIMY
- SEPARATE  IDENTITY

Text of a statement by
the Tamil United Liberat-
ion Front.

The Northern and Eastern
Provinces have been recognis-
ed by the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement as ‘“areas of hist-
orical habitation of Sri Lan-
kan Tamil speaking peoples’.
The T.U.L.F. recognises the
separate identity of the Mus-
lims.

The Muslims are a mino-
rity in the whole country
as well as in the North-Eas-
tern Province. In recognition
of the above the T.U.L.F.
suggest the following :-

(1) The creation of Mus-
lim majority A.G.A. divisions
in Kattankudi, Eravur, Ot-
tamavadi / Valaichenai, Kin-
niya, Muthur, Thampalaga-
mam (Mullipotanai), Eruka-
lampitti and Musali., The
areas to be included in each
of the divisions to be dis-
cussed and finalised taking
in consideration historical,
habitations, land, and reso-
urces.

(2) Establishment of a
Municipal Conncil at Kalmu-
nai and Urban Council at

Sammanthurai,Kattankudiand
Kinniya. The territorial li~
mits of these bodies to be
discussed and finalised.

€3): The"F.U.LF. ‘inits
proposals had suggested that
members to the Provincial
Council be glected from ter-
ritorial constituencies in order
to ensuré adequate represen-
tation to the Muslims. We
also suggested that the cri-
teria for fixing the number
of members for Provinecial
Council be one member for
every (one thousand) 1000 Sq.
km.and one member for every

30,000 population. The Go-
vernment’s proposal is foT
electing members on the

basis of proportional repre-
sentation with the adminis-
trative district as the elect-
orate electing one wmember

for 40,000 population in ad-

VADAMARADCHY’S...

(Continued from page 4)

also to the neighbouring
especially
wal. Eluthumadduwal was
once a prosperous market
town, but it has lost its
importance  now. Const-
ruction of Nagarkovil-Eluthu-
madduwal Road will help to
change the economic land=
scape of the Eastern Vada-
maradchy and Eastern Then-

maradchy.

A new A.G.A. division
should be created covering
the areas from Kudathanai
to (hundikulam. The pro-
posed division may include
the following divisions Kudai-
thanaikaraiyoor, Ampan
Kudathanai, Nagarkovil
North, Nagarkovil South,
Chempiyanpattu, Maruothan-
kerni, Uduthurai, Mullian,
Pokkaruppu and Chundiku-
lam. The proposed A.G.A’
division will slightly differ
from the traditional Vada-
maradchy East area. Mulli-
yan, Pokkaruppu and Chundi-
kulam G.S. divisions of Mul-
lipattu of Pachilaipalli form
part of the proposed A.G.A.’s
divisicn.  Formation of a
new ‘A G.A.’s division has
been a long felt need of
the people of this region.
Further a new Pradheesiya
Sabha may be created for
this region in order to get
the people’s  participation
in the development of this
area.

This region needs a wel]
developed small service cen-
tre (small town) Either Maru-
thankerni or Nagarkovil may
be chosen for the develop-
ment. Maruthankerni is Jocat-
ed midway between Kuda-
thanai and Chundikulam

to Eluthumaddu-

and has more than one
third of - the population
of the Vadamaradchy
East. Maruthankerni is
located one junction which
has transport access to
Jaffna, Point Pedro and
Kilinochchi. Few service in-
sititution are already in' exis-
tence at. Maruthankerni. De-
velopment of Maruthankerni
as an important service centre
will help to improve the
educational and heaith ser-
vices in the region aud faci-
litate the development of re-
latively undeveloped Southern
part of the Vadamaradchy
East such as Nithayaveddai,
Vettilaikerni, Kaddaikadu
and Chundikulam. Nagar-
kovil may be developed as
the second important service
centre of this area which
will assist the development
of the Northern part of the
Eastern Vadamaradchy:

"In order to give effect to
this suggestion special ar-
rangements have to be made
at district and national level.

i, The district administ-
ration should treat this
region as the most under
developed region in the
Jaffna District and give
priority in  allocating
funds for development
disregarding the size of
the pop lation,

To man various social
and educational insti-
tutions adequate number

of personnel may be re-
cruited with special ser-

vice conditions suited
to an under developed
region,

IL.

III. When siting economic

and service institution
preference may be given
to this region.

IV. The plight of this region
may be brought to the
notice of national and
International organiz-
ations  which involved
in socio - economic up-
liftment of the rural
community, 1.6.
SIDA NORAD, Red-
bana, Sarvodayam etc.

V. Create awareness among
the people of Jaffna
about the problems and
potentiality of the region.

The Vadamaradchy East

region with small population
endowed with potential re-
sources. These resources
have not been properly uti-
lized upto now. If proper

attention is” given to the

development of this region,
the people of the region as
well as the Jaffna district
will benefit immensely. There
is evidence show that the
Vadamaradchy East region
and Pachchilaipalli division
bad a large population and
relatively  better economy
earlier than at present:

In the process of deve-
lopment particular attention
should be paid for the cop-
servation measures relating
to removal of sand and ex-
trations of under ground wa-
ter for market towns water
supply scheme. Removal of
mangrove vegetation cover
in the Vadamaradchy lagoon
area has created a disequili-
brium * in the - ecologica]
balance and this situation
should be arrested without
delay., The development of
this region should be under-
taken with proper consider-
vation for conservation meas-
ures of notural resources.

CIDA

dition to the area. On this
basis the North-Eastern Pro-
vince will have 71 members
ie 36 from the Northern
Province and 35 from the
Eastern Province. The Mus-

lims are 32.27¢/. in the Eas~

tern Province 4.73¢/. in the
Northern Province. The T.U.
L.F. after full discussion
with the Muslim Dclegation
agrees that legal provision
should be made to ensure the
return of not less than twel-
ve Muslim members from the
East and five Muslim mem-
bers from the Worth.

(4) Legal provision shall
be made to ensure that the
Deputy Chief Minister of the
North-Eastern Province shall
be a Muslim wunless Chief
Minister duly appointed is a
Muslim.Provision shall also be
made to ensure that not less
than 25°'/. of the Council of
Minister inclusive of a Mi-
nister for Muslim Affairs
shall be Muslims.

(5) Batitlement for State
land for Muslims in future
land alienation shall not be
less tham 35/. in the Eas-
tern Province, 30:/. in the
Mannar district and 10‘/. in
the rest of the Northern
Province.

(6) Muslim entitlement for
employment in the public
sector shall not be less than
their ratio in each district
in  the North - Eastern
Province. ;

(7) Separate educational
facilities -~ upto  University
level shall be Provided for
the Muslims. Educationally
backward groups, areas and
schools shall be given special

consideration in admission
to - Universities.
(8) No statutes which

would impinge on the rights
and interests of Muslims
shall be passed by the North-
Eastern Provincial Council
unless a majority of the
Muslim members vote for it.

(9) We have expressed
our views on other Matters
raised in the memorandum
of the Muslim Council and
these matters nzed to be Con-
sidered further by both sides.

REGIONAL TAXPAYERS
ASSOCIATION  FORMED

At the inaugural meeting
of the REGIONAL TAX-
PAYERS® ASSOCIATION
(NORTH & EAST) held re-
cently at Hotel Gnanams,
a large number of leading
industrialists, businessmen,
Doctors, Engineers, Hoteliers

and Contractors assembled
and discussed the various
ways in which they were

affected during the last 4

years of conflict.

In order to overcome the
hardships they have suffered,
they unanimously agreed to
make financial assistance by
way of interest free loans
through the Banking system
and suitable statutory amend-
ments to the Inland Revenue
Act allowing the large capi-
tal losses suffered due to
reasons beyond their control
during the last 4 years, to
be treated as revenue losses
which could be set off

‘against future profits. A sub-

committee was also appoin-
ted to go into the - details
of other “losses suffered
by the  taxpayers and
to seek appropriate  re-
medies from the authorities
concerned. In order to collect

relevant information of the
losses incurred  necessary
forms were issued to all

those present.

Mr, N. Karupai Ananthan,
who was elected President
explained the important con.
tribution made by the tax-
payers in every country and
emphasised  the need for
such an organisation in order

to voice their common grie-
vances. He hoped that the
Mirdister of Finance who
has been very understanding
and sympathetic towards those
affected regions will be de-
finitely helpful and respond
favourably to the requests
of the Association.

Other office bearers who
were elected at the meeting
are : Vice President — R. J.
Gunaratnam; Joint Secret-
aries = R. Balasubramaniam,
S. Selvendra; Joint Treasur-
ers: S. Mahendran, T. Shan-
mugalingam. A Committee
of 9 representing each pro-
fession and business was al-
so elected; A fair number
of places were allocated to
the taxpayers from the East-
ern Province.

Guerilla Attack
in the South

According to Police sour-
ces quoted by the SLBC
stated that a group of about
70 attacked a mini camp at
Kosgoda, Galle in the early
bours of 28th  September:
The attack was  meant to
collect arms for the proscrib-
ed JVP grenades, revolvers
were used in the attack. A
sentry, Private Jayantha was
knifed to death, while Cor-
poral H.P.S.Senanayake was
seriously injured, One guerilla
identified as S A.Ajit was
captured and is in Policc
custody at the Galle Hospi-
tal. Early reports indicate
that about six sub machine
guns had been taken by the
guerillas and the raiders had
left behind 2  unexploded
grenades and 2 home made
revolvers. Police  inquiries
were reportedly proceeding.
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<NO REAL OR UNREAL SUPREME
COUNCIL IN ENDLF

gditor
SATUPDAY REVIEW

tis is with reference 10
the news publisheu in the
SATURDAY REVIEW (5th
September).

The news regarding the
Supreme Council of the
ENDLF was totally wrong,
and ill-aimed, It is true that
Mr. Douglas and others
of the
ENDLF. But Messrs. Doug-
las, Eswaran, Ashok, Selvam,
Ramesh and Thangarajah
were suspended on 7-1-87
for their anti-party activities

and for the propaganda
they did against some of
our committee members.

There is no ‘“‘real” or un-
real’’ supreme council in tt_xe
ENDLF, Had they, a8 said
in the news item, been the
leaders of the ENDLF they
would have been invited for
the Delhi Talks. But com-
rades Rajan and Kanaga-
rajan represented the ENDLF
in New Delhi. They discussed
with the Indian officials
there and also met the Indi-
an Prime Minister Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi before he left for
Colombo to sign the Peace

Accord,

! Now-=the Douglasz, faction
had been expelled from the
ENDLF on 14-7-87. They
do not have any right to
claim anything in the ENDLF.

Hence we Tequest your
goodself not to give anmy
publicity to such claimr: as
it might confuse 2nd mis-
guide the people.

Kilinochchi S. Robert

Pensions

Edtior
SATURDAY REVIEW

The pensioners are grateful
to the Government and to
the energetic, sympathetic,
and understanding Director
of Pensions for having ex*
peditiously responded to the

Pensioners’ grievances  and
grouses voiced through the
courtesy of a  benign and

public spirited press. It is
a matter for congratulation,
since, the Govenment faced
with numerous economic,
social and political problems
decided boldly and humanely
to adjust the errors and
anomalies in pension pay-
ments even before wrapping
up the recent and long
yearned and prayed for peace
accord.

1 would like to urge the
following points for conside-
ration:

(1) The recent pension re-
vision is purely by way of

adjustment of errors and
anomalies. On the whole,
bulk of the pre 1985 pen:
sioners seem to have receiv-
ed a fair deal, excepta few
stray cases according to someé
press reports which can be
looked into by tre D/P on
individual representations
being made by the aggrieved
pensioners. The cterling pen-
sioners also have had a
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square deal although some
of them feel they  have
not received full iustice since
they have not been paid at
the correct curreat rate of
exchange, It is clear that
Government for some reason
on other does not want to
commit itself to altering the
hitherto adopted rate of
Rs. 15/- to the Pounds. But
it has given the sterling

pensioners some worthwhile
relief by revising the basic
sterling pension.

(I1) It has been the prac®

tice in this country and
possibly in  some other
countries also, to  revise

suitably pensions whenever

salaried officers are given
a pay - hike. In fact pen-
sions are conceptually

deemed as deferred payment
of salaries. This considera-
tion apart, pensions are
based on salaries. Therefore
pensioners can legitimately
hope for some appropriate
relief when public servants
in service get a pay - hike
from January 1988. It
should not be forgotten that

peasioners too gave  of
their best while  in active
service.

Will the Finance Minister
be graciously pleased to make

a pronouncement on this
issue at the appropriate
time ?

Colombo Dr.K.Subramaniam

No Magic
Cure - All

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

A proverb for the wise
says: ‘It is honourable for a
man to stop striving since
any fool can starta quarrel’.
Most important of all, what’s
needed is a change in human
hearts and attitudes. Will
Sri Lanka be united in the
forseeable future? The charms
that divide the island are so
deep and wide it would years
before there is no hope of
reconciliation. The dream of
a peaceful unification must
be seen as impossible as long
as both the Sinhalese and
Tamils have their human
nature dominated by sectarian
hatred, hostility, mistrust and

:I_{mef erendum Not Advisable’

Text of a statement by the
Eelam National Democratic
Liberation Front (ENDLF)
Eelam People’s Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPRLF)
People’s Liberation Organisa-
tion of [amil Eelam (PLOT),
Tamil Eelam Liberation Or-

ganisation (TELO).
1. The proposed refer-
andum to be held in - the

Eastern Province is not ad-
visable as (a) it militates
against the concept of a
Tamil Homeland or the re-
cognition of, both, northern
and eastern provinces as ‘“the
habitual habitation of the
Tamil-speaking people”; (b)
it is fraught w'th the im-
minent danger of jeopardis-
ing the concede! concept of
one Tamil linguis:ic province;

2. The question of state-
lessness and absence of civic
rights of more than 2.5
lakhs of the Upcountry or
the Plantation Tamils of Sri
Lanka has been excluded from
the Dratt agree:nent. It is
our considered opinion and
political position that all
stateless Upcountry Tamils
should be granted Sri Lankan
citizenship.

3. In regard io the ques-
tion of disarmament of the
Tamil militants, a peace -
keeping force from India
may supervise this process.
We have no objections to
surrendering  our arms

to this peace-keeping force.

4, The withdrawal of the
armed forces, as a recipro-
cal measure, should, as  a
first step, assume positions
prior to December 19, 1986,
for it is only after agreeing

to a political solution on
that date, that the Sri Lan-
kan Government resorted to
major military  offensives,
leading to the present ground
situation in “the . Northern
and Eastern provinces;

5. The dismantling of the
military camps and  bases,
other than those in existence
prior to June 1981 (ie at the
time of the District Develop-
ment Council elections) is
essential and may comme-
nce simultaneously with the
surrendering of arms.

6. The proposed General
Amnesty shall be granted
immediately with the signing
of the accord should include
all those Simmhala  political
prisoners incarcerated on al-
legations of sympathy with
the just and democratic de-
mands of the Tamil-speak-
ing Peoples; -

7. Rehabilitation of the
victims of the genocidal at-
tacks by the Sri Lankan
armed forces and the recon-
struction of areas devastated,
is of crucial importance in
creating the conditions for
the holding of elections, as
well as on humanitarian and
economic grounds.

8. In regard to the de-
volution of power under the
proposed accord further ne-
gotiations should include (a)
The scope and extent of
devolution (b) and matters
pertaining to (i) land distri—

bution (ii) national police
force (iii) provincial  force
(iv) Trincomalee  Harbour

(v) Education etc,

9. Necessary provisions
should be made for an ia-
terim administration during
the “interim period’’, so as
to ensure free and fair elec-
tions to the provincial as-
sembly; We suggest that a
Board or a Commission be
appointed,  for the purpose
of carrying out administra-
tive functions during the in.
terim period as well as for
the purpose of ensuring free
and fair elections. Its mem-
bers should include those ac-
ceptable to the Tamil politi-
cal organizations associated

with the on -going peace
process.
10. In the event of pro-

viding representations to
Tamils in such administra-
tion, it should be broad-based

and encompassing the above
Tamil political organizations.

What we have mentioned
above are some of our ap-
prehensions and suggestions.
We once again pledge our
support to the Government
of India in its sincere pur-
suit in creating the condi-
tions where our People can

live in peace that is hon-
ourable and equitable.
Trincomalee

Erupts Again

Sivasothinathan (47) father-
of 5 children and Moorthy (48)
father of children were bru-
tally murdered by a group of
Sinhalese wielding swords and
knives in Trincomalee on 29th
September. Arumuganathan,
father of 6 children was
grievously hurt in the same
incident. A
thrown at Vigneswara School
on the morning of 30th
September while the school
was in session but no one
was injured.

grenade Wwas -

anger. Reunification is not
a magic cure-all that will
automatically bring peace
The problem is how to share
an island in conditions of
peace and reasonable fair-
ness how people of differenta
ethnic religions and political
views can live together with
toleration towards one ano-
ther.

No peaceful solution appe-
ars to be on the horizon
because the way to peace is
not practised the way of
peace they not known. Yet
there will come a peaceful
world tomorrow. The way of
righteousness will be peace
and effect of righteousness,
quietness and assurance, For
ever Tamil people will dwell
in a peaceful habitation, in
secure dwellings and in quiet
resting places. That truly
will be the day when Tamils®
eyes are smiling, when Tamils?
bearts are happy. “Unfree
shall never be at Peace”.

Miss. Tndu Thalayasingham
Sandilipay

Headless
Headlines

Editor
SATURDAY REVIEW

Your paper continues to
bristle with not only spell-
ing and grammatical mistakes
but also with errors that
contradict facts and mislead
and confuse the reader,

Please refer to Pirapa-kar-
an’s statement “Freedom
more precious than life”, in
your special supplement of
28th September, 1987. The
passage ‘“‘Twenty four hours
before Thileepan died after
refusing to take a drop of
water etc.”’ is nonsense.

In the same statement, the
sentence “Then, I said, we
would give up the fast” is
torn from the preceding sen.

tence to give a distorted
meaning. It should have
followed the preceding sen-
tence thus: “Only then we
would give up the fast”.

Apropos the above, I refer
you to the news headed”
sAgreement Acceptable-Pra-
bha”, on page 8 of issue
No.29 of 8th August, 1987.
But in the second para of
the news ¢‘Prabhakaran re-
plied that the agreement will
have to be considered ag
unacceptable to them.” Is
not the heading contradict-
ory? I think the vast majo-
rity of the Tamils consider
the agreement unacceptable.

T. S.
Jaffna;

Note by Editor: We have
noted your spelling of names
in keeping with Tamil pro-
nunciation.
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DEVILS AT WORK

The Indo-Sri Lanka peace
Accord involves the Muslim
community as much as the
other two ethnic groupsliv-
ing in the country. The
clashes that took  place
during the past few years
involved the Muslims living
in the Eastern province too.
Therefore their reactions to
the Accord is of the utmost

importance.

From the statements made
by President Jayewardene
after the Accord was signed
it is clear that he had agreed
to the merger of the North
and East only asa temporary
measure, and he as well as
the rest of the Government
fully expect the people of
the Eastern province to opt
for separation when a
Referendum takes place.

Muslim leaders like M.H.
Mohamed have also express-
ed their determination to
see that Muslims do not
agree to a merger of the
North and East. It would
not be therefore wrong
to presume that all the re-
sources of the Government
and its Muslim supporters
will be exerted to prevent
the merger from  being
permanent.

Some of the happenings in

now particularly in the Mutur
and Amparai areas indicate
that certain forces are already
at work trying to set the
Muslims against the Tamils.

Everyone knows that after
the failure of the talks at
Thimpu, gangs of thugs
were assembled in Colombo
and elsewhere and despatch-
ed to the East in vans and
buses to destroy and pillage
Tamil villages with the assis-
tance of the so-called home
guards, as well as certain
sections of the Armed Forces.
That these. same  forces
will. try the same  tactics
again is more than likely.

Indo-Lanka

(Continued from. page3)
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called J.R. Rajiv pact. It
is a solemn Agreement
signed by two Heads of
Governments. It is an instru-
ment recognised by Inter-
national Law. Abrogation
- will have its consequences.
It is our hope and prayer
that both parties to the
Agreement will implement
it in the letter and spirit.

I have discussed only
those aspects of the Agree-
ment that affect the Tamil
people vitally as  other
matters of the Agreement
are not of immediate con-
cern to us.

Only the Indian Peace .
Keeping Force stands in
their way.

The  reactions of the
Muslims inn  the  Eastern
Province as distinct from
the Muslims in the South
should be studied very
carefully. For a long time

the Muslim business commu-
nity centerd mainly in
Colombo and its environs
have exercised leadership
over all the Muslims.
This is because the
Muslims are an interpersed
minority and the tendency
is always ta back up any
group that is capable of
leadership. This of  course
cannot last for ever, because
Muslims like all others are
divided into different groups
and strata  where interests
are not the same. The
under - privileged  sections
sooner or later begin to
look for different leader.
ship.

We believe- that this is al-

ready taking place in  the
Eastern Province, because
the way of life of the

Muslims living in these parts
is quite different from the
life-style of the Markan
Markars, M. M. Mohameds
and A.C.S Hameeds of the
South, As they realise this,
various groups in the East-
ern Province are emerging,
searching for ways to ac-
commodate themselves in the
new situation, The future will
largely depend on what direc-
tions these new groups will
take. Will they agree for the
continuation of the merger
or will they be lured by the
blandishments of Jayewardene,
Mohamed and company? The
answer to this will depend
on the way the Tamil groups
—militants and other smal-
ler groups will respond the
aspirations of the Muslims
during this interim period.

What exactly are the as-
pirations of the Muslims? Ap-

art from such matters as op-
portunity of employment, land
alienation and subjects which
are common to all, the main
aspirations of the Muslims

is to get the other groups
and in particular the Tamils
—to accept the fact that the
Muslims are a separate group
with a distinct identity  of
their own which they would
like to preserve at all costs.
They resent very much the
suggestion that because they
speak the Tamil language,
they are part and parcel of
the Tamil section

Time and again Tamil
leaders from the North have
tried to woo the Muslims,

by telling them that they
(Muslims) and Tamils are
one. Muslims have never

been swayed by these over-
tures. New Tamil leader-
ship must recognise these
mistakes of the past, and
try to win over the Muslims
by accepting their aspirations

to be treated as a  group
with a separate identity.
People who speak the same
language do not always con-
stitute a homogeneous group.
For example. Tamil Christi.
ans do not consider them-
selves to be a separate group.
They think that they are all
Tamils. The same applies to
Sinhala Christians. But the

_yardstick cannot be applied

to Muslims who have his-
torically evolved themselves
into a separate group.

The greater part of the
American Continent is inha-~
bited by people all of whom
speak one language and share
a common culture but they
have evolved into separate
nations and nothing will in-
duce them to merge even
though they live in contingu=-
ous areas. The same applies
to Arab nations living in
North Africa. Unless Tamil
1 eaders realise this basic truth,
aljl their overtures to. the
Muslims will be in  vain.
This also will allay the fears
of the Muslims. If this is
not done, Tamil leaders will
play into the hands of Jaye-
wardene, Mohamed and
others.

e
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Normalcy
ReturnsToJaffna

After a break of nearly a
fortnight all  Government
Departments, business esta-
blishments and Schools were
open and back at work. The
death fast of Thileepan .in
“support of the 5 demands
of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam and his cons-
equent death triggered off
sit-in strikes and closure of
Government and Commercial
establishments.

Economic Snags
In Lankan
Performance

The World Bank Report of
1987 whilst lauding the Iiber-
alisation of the economy, has
identified public sector enter-
prises which contribute 30/.
of the gross domestic product
as behind high tariff walls
which only encouraged dom-
estic market. It advocates
reduced tariff protection and
supports exports incentives
and increased efficiency of
public sector enterprises.

Funds on Tap

Ministry of Rehabilitation
is to allocate 32 million
rupees for immediate reha-
bilitation work in the North
and East. According to these
sources, Jaffna is to get 9.7

million, Trincomalee 8.5
million, Batticaloa 3.3,
Vavuniya 4 million and
Kilinochchchi 1.3 million.

Within the next 3 months.

These funds are to be chan-
nelled to 21,000 families and
te activate schools, roads, tra-
nsport, ferry service and
other immediate needs.

Kilinochchi
Quiet

The disturbances of recent
days in Kilinochchi which
led to the closure of private
and public institutions have
abated and conditions are fast
returning to normal. Public
Servants who could not
attend office, are trickling
back to work. Schools have
re-opened, market activities
were in full swing and people
went about their normal
business.

Seeds Of Peace

Rev. Ambrose De Paoli,
Papal Nuncio who was the
Chief Guest at St. Marys
College Trincomalee  School
Day Celebrations, stated that
the seeds of peace had been
sown and it required a fertile
soil to grow and bear fruit.

No Spoke InThe
Wheel

V. Balakumar, leader of
the Eelam  Revolutionary
Organisation of Students
(EROS) has stated that his
group does not wish to be
in the interim administration
but it will not in any way
be a spoke in the wheel for

the smooth running of the
administration.

Normal Train
Service Soon

The <¢Yarl Devi’ the
operation of which was cur-
tailed for sometime, is to re-
sume its normal services next
week., The train which was
extended up to Kilinochchi
on the 30th, will be run up

to Jaffna as usual in few
days’ time according to rail-
way sources.

A Day Of
Mourning

29th September was obs-
erved as a day of mourning

in the Jaffna Peninsula. Ships .

and business establishments

were closed and vehicular
traffic was few and far bet-

ween.

Vavuniya
Observes Hartal

At Vavuniya many Sinha-
lese reportedly joined in the

Hartal to mourn the
death of Thileepan, the
leader of the Political

wing of the LTTE. Shops
and business establishments
were reported closed on 28th
September.,

Gift Packages

Colombo was raided by
by Indian Air Force planes
on 29th September but with
the blessings of the Sri-
Lankan Government. Canvas
tents in neat packs  were
air-dropped~for the usé™ Of
nearly 5,000 Sri Lankan
soldiers im the South. This
gesture was wade at the
request of the Sri Lankan
Government.

Curfew in
Trincomalee

A curfew was declared
at Trincomalee after a clash
on 1st October. 1he curfew
will be for 48 hours and
is expected to be lifted to-
day, Saturday. Three civili-
ans were reported  injured
in the clash and admitted
to Hospital.

MadrasChristian
College
Tambaram

The Alumni of Madras
Christian College are kindly
requested to send in their
names and addresses to the
undersigned at your earliest
in order toiurevive the M.C.
C. Alumni Association in
Jaffna., and to celebrate the
150th Anniversary of the Co-

llege in a suitable way.
Thank you.

A. KADIRGAMAR -

Principal ’

Jaffna College,

Vaddukoddai
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Tiger Stance

“We are of the view that
Mr. Pathmanathan should be
made the Chief Administra-
tor of the Interim Counci]
for the amalgamation of the
Provinces of the North and
East. If this suggestion does

‘DON'T FORGET
SUPREME SACRIFICE’

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) led
by Mr.V. Pirapakaran met
Major General Hakirtheer
Singh on Ist October to
discuss the composition of
the Interim  Administrative
Council for the North and
East and allied matters.

The  discussions centred
around the directives sent by
Mr. J,N. Dixit, High Com-
missioner for India in ‘Sri
Lanka from India.

The others present at the
‘conference were the Deputy
Leader of the LEFR:
Mr. Mathaya and Dr.
Anton Balasingam.

In an interview to the
press soon after the con-
ference, Dr. Anton Bala-
singham explained as follows:
As President Jayewardene has
declined to appoint Mr.
Pathmanathan,  Additional
Government Agent, Trinco-
malee, as the Administrator
in Council, it was suggested
that the Tigers should sug-
gest three other names for
the post. However Mr. Pira-
pakakaran is equally ada-
raant that Mr. Pathmanath-
an should be appointed and
none other.

The reason for the Presi-
dent’s refusal was given as
that he believed that Mr. Pa-
thmanathan had neither the
experience nor the aptitude
to hold that post to which
Mr. Pirapakaran replied that
within a sbort interval Mr;
Pathmanathan had nor only
earned the respect of the
people under his charge byt

also” familiarised himself th-
oroughly with the problem
of forced colonisation and
other important matters un-
der his jurisdiction < Why’
asked Mr. Pirpakaran “is the
president different about no-
minating him as administr-
ator? He refused to accept
the position of the Presid-
ent.

The General
forward a report

agreed to
of the

proceedings to New Delhi,

' When asked by a corres-
‘pondent what would be the
next step by the Tigers, Dr.
Balasingham replied that no
one should forget the supr-
eme sacrifice made by Thi-
leepan in favour of their
five demands and added they
would inform ,the people
shortly  what they pro-
pose to do, if their de.
mands were not met.

not find acceptance with the
Government, we will not
participate in the Interimt
Administration’’, This was the
text of a telex message sent
by V. Pirapakaran to Pre-
sident Jayewardene. So said
Dr. Anton Balasingham, the
political spokesman of the
LTTE at a Press Conferenee
held on the night of 30th
September. Associated at this
Conference was the Deputy
Leader of the LTTE, Mr.
Mahattaya and Mr. Yogi,
the head of the Political Wing
of the LTTE.

Dr. Balasingham further
stated that the Government
did not form the Interim
Council on the nominees syb-
mitted by them and instead
the Government had made
their own nominees to the
Council. “If the Government
is showing so much appre-

hension in the formation of

Who’s the...

(Continued from page 1)

Moreover Sinhala colonis--
ations is being hurriedly car-
ried out on a massive scale.

It is under tkese circum-
stances that we put forward
five minimum demands and
started a death fast in ac-
cordance with the Satyagraha
mode of struggle.

The Indian Government
which realised what the Ta.
mil masses in the North and
East were prepared to do if
Thileepan who had started
the death fast, died, panick-
approached us for peace
talks,

The Indian High Commi-
ssioner Mr. Dixi* was inter-
csted in saving he life of
Thileepan.

Instead he tricd to bar-
gain with us by giving us
baseless assurances,

It is because of our pri-
ncipled and firm stand that

ultimately a decision was
taken to set up an Interim
Administration.

This “Tug-Boat diplomacy”
let to Thileepan death.

Despite these assurances
given to us by India, up to
now the Interim Administra-
tion has not been set up.
The President is not prepared
to appoint as the Chiet Ad-
ministrator the person whom
we nominated.

Our movement wants to
give greater representation
to the Eastern Province.

The President fears th.t
this will lead to more sup-
port for us in the Eastern
Province.

This is the actual position
today.

Sinhala chauvinism does
not want either the merger
or the unity of the Tamil
Speaking People in the Nosth
and, East.

It is because, of this that
President Jayewardene ad-
amantly refuses to appion!

Mr. K. Pathmanathan, our
nominee,

We have made very clear
to the Indian Government,
on more than one occassion
about the ulterior motives of
President Jayewardene,

Instead of pressurising this
Government, india is ‘Armed
Twisting’ us arnd threatening
us,

The Indian Government
has also unleashed a fajse
and lying propaganda camp-
aign to paint us gs traitorsa

This approach, this strategy
will certainly not safeguard
the interest of the Tamil
Speaking People,

If India is unable to ob-
tain even this small conces-
sion from President J.R, Jaye-
wardene, can any one blame
us for doubting that |India
cannot safe the lamil Speak-
ing People from the grave
crises facing us,

MEETING
A "‘meeting of the members
of the displaced employees
will be held on 4th Sunday
9-00 a. m. atg§Hindu Ludge,
Nallur, = :
Hur =a

Mahathaya, Deputy Head of the Libsration Tigers of T amil
Eelam, hands over Thilecpan’s body to the Medaical Faculty

of the University of Jaffna.

Youth Mourn Thileepan

an Interim = Council, how
could the Government be ex_
pected to redress our grieva.
nces and demands?’’

Dr. Balasingam reiterated
the LTTE stance that unless
Mr. Pathmanathan is appoint-
ed as Chief Administrator,
it will not participate in the
Interim Administration and
re-commence our Ahimsa
Struggle”. <*Our first prefer-
ence for the post of Chief
Administrator was Mr.Path-
manathan, he pointed - out.
The other nominess to the
Interim Council were Siva-
nanada Ruben, Romesh and
Muslims Al Haj Adam Lebbe
and Seyadu Mohamed and
Mr. Kasiananthan, the poet.

At the request of the Go-
vernment, besides the name
of Mr. Pathmanathan, our
second preference was Mr.
Sivanandasundram and the
third preference was Mr.
C.V.K. Sivagnanam but Pre-
sident Jayewardene chose to
appoint our third preference,
Mr. Sivagnanam - who  has
now declined acceptance of
the offer.

In this  connection Mr.
Dixit was contacted by us
on the telephone on the morn-
ing of 30th September and
he assured us that he would
contact the President and
keep us informed: Later
when Mr. Dixit was contact=
ed by telephone he inform-
ed us ‘that the President
would accept the names of
M/S Sivanandasundaram and
Romesh but not that of
Mr. Pathmanathan, As for
Mr. Kasiananthan, Mr, Dixit
earlier stated that he had
associated himself in antj -
Indian protest meetings and
that at they would not, there-
fore, like his nomination.

Regarding Mr,Tissa Jaya-
kody, i1t was pointed out
he was at one time ‘the
Deputy High Commissioner
tor Sri Lanka in Indja and
had been making investiga-
tions in regard to the LT1E
and had connection with a
bomb throwing incident and
was torced to leave Sy
Lanka on protests launched
by Mr. Veeramani of  the
DMK, and he had been ap-
pointed to thelnterim Counci]
inspite ofthis  accord,

“As far_the Eastern Provi-
nce is concerned, we will not-
commit the mistakes made
by the TULF. Mr. Pathma-
nathan is considered most
acceptable for the - Eastern
Province' because he was
born in Batticaloa and was
Additional Government
Agent, Trincomalee who had
vehemently stood out against
Sinhala colonistajion in the
Trincomalee district.”’

“Up to the time of going
to the Press no reply had
been received = by Pirapa-
karan from President Jaye-
wardene’’.
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