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INTRODUCTION.

The Panel for Tamil Drama of the Arts Council of Ceylon
took up the publication of Folk lore in various parts of the country
a few years ago. The Folk lore in the form of lyrics and ballads were
taken up first and the First Volume was published in 1960, being
a selected anthology of the Folk Poems of Batticaloa. The book
sold out faster than was expected and the zecond edition of that book
is in print now.

The present. work ‘Alankara Rupan Natakam’ is one of the
many popular Koothus in the ‘Thenmodi’ style prevalent in the Eastern
Province and is perhaps the oldest extant Koothu written in Ceylon.

The name of the author is not mentioned in any of the manuser-
ipts available to us. Few scholars like Arnold Sathasivampillai and
Ganesha Iyer are of opinion that the author of this dramatic work
is one Kanapathi Iyer from Vaddukkoddai. The Batticaloa folk tradi-
tion is that it was written by an Annavi from Batticaloa. At the
present stage of Folk lore research in Tamil it is not possible to
identify, with certainty, the author, who is doubtless a talented
Ceylonese dramatist. Annonymity being one of chief characteristics
of Folk Iliterature, this problem recurrs in the editing and publish-
ing of similar works.

The present edition is mainly based on a manuscript belong-
ing to Mr. Vairamuthu Kailayapillai Kappukanar of Karaitivu, Batti-
caloa. A few other manuscripts have also been used to prepare this
edition. My thanks are due to Pandit V.S. Kandiah who helped in
the transcription of the copy from the manuscript and in studying
the variations and correcting the proofs. Others who helped me in
various ways are Messers V. Thambirajah and S. E. Kanapathipillai.
I am thankful to them and also to the Catholic Press, Batticaloa
for their co-oreration in bringing out this book within a short time.

- S. Vithiananthan
University of Ceylon,

Peradeniya
20th October 1962.
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