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Thescramble

Among the many strange
things connected with the
Tecent racist atrocities on
Tamils in July-August, 1983,
“.one was what might be called

“the seramble for “truth’’.. But whe
After everyone of the racist e

.assaults on the minorities that
has now become a noticeable
featurs of the Sri Lankan poli-
tical sceme, attempts have
been made to search for the
<<truth’” behind the evil that
had surfaced with frightening
regularity.
Riots of 1915

After the Sinhalese-Muslim
riots of 1915, a persistent
campaign was launched by
popular leaders led by Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan
to demand a Commission
appointed to investigate the
true facts behind the tragedy.
it was opposed by the Sinha-
lese Member of the Legislative
Council, Mr. Obeyasekera,
who characterised what had
thappened as the result of

Premier
readily agreed with the prope-
sal of the Tamil Leader of the
Opposition to have a Commis-
smn of Inqmry appomted

Jayewardene as

of

Supreme Court who was app-
ointed as sole “Commissioner,
finally submitied his report
in 1980,

ment nor
appear to have been interested
to have it tabled in Parliament
and discussed.  Apparently
there were some truths in it
which were unpalatable to one
side or the other - to the
government and ‘the opposit-
ion. Nothing was done and
no meaningful steps were
taken to implement the propo-
sals Mr. Sansoni had embodied
in his Report, particularly his
recommendations that the
victims (the great majority of
whom were Tamils) should
be compensated fully. On the
other hand, the Government

Underwood Manivasagan

<«nobodies trying to become

somebodies’’. The Govern-
ment refused to appoint a
a Commission, ‘but, at least,
it ordered payment . of
«compensation by the villages
wherever atrocities. had been
perpetrated.

That was under the Brmsh
Buat it seemsstrange that, even
after independencs, the ugly
events of the Language Riots
of 1956 and. the widespread
assaults-on Tamils in the race
Riots of 1958 went without
any official attempt to disco-
ver the truth. There was no
Commission or even Commi-
ttee of Inquiry.

20 vears later

'When 20 years later, racist
assaults took place again on
an even larger scale. the
government under Mr. J. R.

Ceylon

implemented what Mr.Sansoni
advised the T. U. L.F. to do
i.e. to give up the demand
for a separate state. The
Government went one step
further and in fact outlawed
the demand but did not think
it fit to carry out the recom-

mendation of the Commission:

to the government itself to
grant full compensation to the
v igtims.

Indian Tamils
Attacked

However unpleasant the find-
ings of investigatory Commis-
sions may be in certain quart-
ers they throw up at least some
truth which would otherwise
have lain hidden or been
conveniently forgotten. In
August 1981 just four years
later when racists went berserk

neither the Govern-"
the Opposition -

_democratic or dictatorial,

again and attacked mainly
Indian Tamils, therewas only
talk but po appointment of
any Commission of Inquiry.

_E the (‘ommxgswn _under. |

~ATles, cx-judge “of the |
Supreme Court, to inquire in-

~to the limited conflict between
~the Sinhalese and Muslims in

Galle in 1982 and its report
have been brushed aside into
the region of limbo, and what-
ever truths may be embodied
in the findings of that inquiry
have not been made known
either to Parliament or the
public. :
But to discover the truth
behind by far the ugliest and
the most calculated and dest-
ructive of attacks on the Tamil
minorities in July - August,
1983, nothing has been done
so far in spite of demands for
an impartial Commission of
Inquiry, preferably an Inter-
national Commission. Instead
of the findings of an impartial
body, what we are getting
now is pamphlets embodying
what is claimed as ¢ ‘Truth”’
and ‘‘Facts’’.
But whatever the - attitude
Governments, whether
all
over the world, they are keen
that the people should learn
or appreciate the official ver-
sion of what they wanted the
people to beleve which they
equate to the truth. The
trouble isas an English writer
Whately., once said ‘‘Every

of

* one wishes to have the truth

on his side, but it is not every
one that sincerely wishes to be
on the side of truth*’.
Myth of
Aryan Supremacy

The notorious Goebbels of
Nazi Germany believed that
you have only got-to repeata
lie over and over again to have
it believed as the truth by the
people. That was how they
built up the myth of Aryan
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Some
Thoughts

on

Appapillai

Amirthalingam

Until the eventful week in
July 1983 changed the com-

‘| plexion of Sri Lankan politics,

Appapillai Amirthalingam
was the Member of Parlia:
ment for Kankesanthurai and
Leader of the Opposition.
Now  he is out of Parliament.
He is also out of the country.
But he is still the Secretary
General of Tamil United Libe-

Iration Front. He still re-
mains in fact the leader of
the Sri Lankan Tamils, no

matter what laws parliament
may pass.

Sacrificing his legal career,
Mr, Amirthalingam devoted
himself to the cause of the

30 years. For the greater
part of this period, he ad-
vocated 2 Federal solution
for the Tamil problem and
 opposed  any demand for a
‘separate state. But the way
the two governing parties,
S.L.F.P. and the U.N P. hand-
led the Tamil problem, drove
him to espouse a separatist
cause, after Sinhala as the
only official language and Budd-

hism as the State religion
were enshrined in the new

supremacy. Though that myth
was shattered, lesser men are
now trying to promote it by
measuring noses.

The truth can sometimes be
very embarrassing both to
governments and to politicians
alike. In Britain  where,
being a democratic country,
truth gets mere easily disco-
vered, the Mercurial Labour
Leader, Aneuran Bevan, once
silenced his political opponents
who had complained of his
forceful criticisms by saying;
‘?Let us do a deal. You stop
telling lies about ws and we
will stop telline the truth about
you’“. Some similar arrange-
ment might be considered be-
tween the Governing Party
and the Opposition.

But the way the world
reacted to the events of July-
August, 198 , in Sri Lanka,
drove the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment and many Sinhalese
Buddhist groups, to starta
well organised campaign to
«‘tell the world the truth’’ be-
cause they felt that the im-
age of Sri Lanka had been
tarnished. Nebody seems to
have examined closely exactly
what it was that is alleged
to have tarnished the image.
It is always good to tell

the truth for ultimately troth
(Continued on page 2)

“and Tamil

Tamils of Sri Lanka for nearly -

republican  constitution of
1972. :

At the General Elections
of lJuly, 1977, the T.U.L.F.
under Mr. Amirthalingam’s
leadership achieved what no
other. Tamil party or leader
had done since Independence
in 1948.. They .won every
seat in the Northern Pro-
vince and four more in the
Eastern Province making the
T.U.L.F. the largest party
outsibe the Government and
enabling Mr. Amirthaiingam to
become Leader of the OPpo-
sition.

One wouid have expected
the T.U.L.F. to settle down
immediately to prepare them-
selves to ‘‘achleve liberation™
as promised in thelr election
manifesto or equip them-
selves to solve the problems
ol the Tamils. Instead Mr.
Amirthalingam and his T.U.L.F.
cohorts in parilament indulged

in the iuxury of ‘‘Victory
Celebartions’’ or ‘‘Vettivila”
at Ramakrishna Hall, Wella-

watte and elsewhere. [t is
difficuit to appreciate their
view if the victory they
chose . to celebrate or to un-
derstand over ‘whom they
thought they had scored the
victory. Within = weeks of
the victory celebrations, the
Tamil people were reeling
under the most ferocious
raclst attacks on them since
1958. The tragedy of August

1977 was repeated with
smaller intervals in August
1981 and finally in luly

August,. 1983 when the kill-
ings were swift and destruce
ion’ complete

In the face of three rice
riots in six years zgainst
Tamils in Sri Lenka Mr. Amir-
thalingam and his T.U.L.F.
band of MPs shcwed incress
sing helplessness until in
July/August 1983 they were

not even present in Sri
Lanka to attend to the
victims of the  tragedy.
India  reacced to the
horror this time. Indira
Gandhi took a hand and the

T.U.L.F. becane active again.
Mr. Amirthalingam is still
the leader of the Tamils in
Sri Lanka - the Sixth Amend-
ment notw.thstanding.
This is not the time to

(Continued on page 12)
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Dr. HUDSON SILVA -

A MAN

SRI LANK

AN

YOUTH COULD

EMULATE

In a mestage dated [0th
August, 1973, to the Sri
Lanka Eye Dcn?;.icn Society
from Mr. l. R. Jayewardene,
then Leader of the Opposit-
ion in Parliament, Mr. Jaye-
wardene stated that ‘‘Akshi-
dana’” (eye donation) had
become a2 household word
and that the Eye Donation
Society had succeeded in
making ‘“‘eye donation’ a
national habit.

In the same year, 1973,
in another message Swami
Premath mananda of the
Ramakrishna Mission, holding
that vision is the greatest
gift of God to man, said
that the gift of eyes was
second only to the gift of
life and that ‘‘donating one’s
eyes to a sightless person is

_a_two—edged virtue for it

takes the donor = one step
spiritual  vision
and equips the receiver to
marvel at the wenderous
creation of God'’. All that
was in 1973, 12 years after
Dr. Hudson Silva founded.the
Ceylon Eye Donation Society
in 1961.
Household Name

Today the Sri Lanka Eye
Donation Society is probably
the most successful volun-
tary organisation in Sri Lanka,
with branches all over Sri
Lanka, from Matara in the
South to Jaffna in the North.
In the 10 years after 1973,
Dr. Hudson Silva has become
a household name and his
werk in the field of eye
donation has made him and
the Sri Lanka Eye Deonation
Society recognised all over
the world for the unique
achievement in having sup-
plied over [1,000 eyes to
112 cities in 41 countries.
1,000 of these eyes have
been gifted to various in-
stitutes all over India — Mad-
ras, Delhi, Bombay, Hydra-
bad, Bangalore, Vedlore, Thi-

| CORRECTION

The caption to the article |
at the br°tom of Page 8
- yeen stated as

| Insecure’’.
ad  instead
“"ave fears,

uture  n

Editor

ruchirapalli, Coimbatore, Tiru-
vandram and Udaipur.

The high esteem in which
Dr. Hudson Silva was held
abroad for his eye donation
work is reflected in the In-
ternational Honours that came
pouring in a flood over the
last five years.
International
Aw ards

In 1978 the Health Min-
istry of Japan awarded him
a Certificate of Appreciation.
In 1979, he received the
Melvin Jones Fellowship. In
1980, Mr. Silva received the
Social Service Medal of Govt
of Taiwan, the Social Ser-
vice Medal from King Hus-
sein of Jordan and the Kai-

ghthood of Terpar Riddar
Order of Sweden. In 1981
he recaived the Prakash

Award of Tamil Nadu (India),
the First Class Award of the
Govt. of Indonesia and the
Dag Hammarskjold Award for
Science from Beligium. The
Order of the Sacred Trea-

surer (SUIH® — ASHE) was
conferred on him by Govt.
Japan in 1982. In 1983,

he was awarded the star of
Distinctien  (SITARAE — IN-
TIAZ) by President of Paki-
stan.

AW these after 25 years
of continued and devoted-
social serviee which began
with an article on eye-don-
ation in the ‘Sunday Lanka
Deepa’ of 19-1-1958. But
it was not merely honours
that came from abroad. Both

Heads of Governments and
private  organisations vied
with each other te grant

material help and ' donations
in money which enabled
Dr. Hudson Silva to put up
a massive structure of about
40 rooms in a four-storied
building which is nearing com-
pletion in an area within a
few hundred yards of the
B.M.I.C.H. and within a
stone’s throw of the Sin-
halese Sports Club This s
to be used for running of
an International Eye Hospital.

In the faceof
obstructions

All this was aunigue achi-
evement for a man who
worlked tirelessly in the face
of obstruction and attempts
to humiliate kim. What he
built up was purely a volunt-
ary organisation. The nature
of the work is little known to
those who have not partici-

pated in it. The Daiiy News
In its editorial of 31Ist Janu-
ary, 1973 stated: “‘In . this

country where any voluntary

endeavour is faced with an

obstacle race devised by the
all-powerful bureaucracy, the
Eye Donation Society has come
up against more than its meri-
ted share of harassment’’.

Dr. Hudson Silva’s work
involved 'setting up at any
time of the day or night, rush-
to remove the eys of some-
one who had just died and
keeping them carefully stored
in specially made boxes and
taking them to the Interxnat-
ional Airport to rush them to
whichever part of the world

they were needed. It isnot
generally known that Dr.
Hudson Silva himself, fairly

early in his medical career
faced a Disciplinary Inquiry by
the Public Service Commission
for ‘‘teling the truth’’ about
what  was  happening at
the Eye Hospital, Colombo.
He was interdicted for publ-

shing an article in the News-
paper after his patience had
worn .out writing nearly a
hundred. letters. pointing out
the shortcoming at that insti-
tution like the use of stale
drugs etc. When he received
on response he finally decided
to write to the papers. The
result was a Public Service
Commission Inquiry and Inter
diction. = It was to tha credit
of the Public Service Commi-
ssion that they added a rider
that this did not debar him
from being employed again in
Government  Service. This
enabled Dr. Hudson Silva to
become a Medical Registrar of
Birth & Deaths for Maradana,

which he calculated would
help him in his Eye Donation
work.

The story of Dr. Hudson
Silva and his Eye Donation
work has also been told in an
article in the prestigious Rea-
ders Digest which sent out, as
it normally. does, a special
staff to check on its story
before deciding to publish it.

The struggle to achieve
what he finally did for the
cause of eye donation, om
which he had set his heart is
a lesson for our youths for
here is a man who faced diffi-
culties of every sort and
overcame them while at the
same time without official
or other help, oconferring
the blessing of sight on
hundereds of man women
and chlldren all over the
world. and in Sri Lanka. The
story of how he did this
will be told in another
issue of this journal.

The Scramble...

(Continued from page 1)

has a habbit of getting known.
But if the attempt is really
to play down what the Tamils
had suffered in these race riots,

it reminds one of the mother-
in-law’s approach who wanted
her daughter-in-law net to
scream too leud when brut-
ally assaulted by her husb-
and because the mother feased
that her son”s reputatioa with
the neighbours might be
tarnished.

Even after a Commission
of Inquwiry, many matters
which shoeuld have been mere
properly investigated remsain
a mystery. There were se-
veral such mysteries which
Mr. Sansoni himself could not
unravel though the sitting of
his Gommission wemt ea fer
mearly 2 yars. Oae such my-
stery was the way in which

the high frequeney radio of

the Jaffna Police Station was
used to transmit messages
calculated te inflame the com-
munal passiens of the Sinha-
lese. Mr. Sansenifonnd this
broadcast message to be com-
pletely false but he was urable
to discover the truth as te who
was really respomsible.
Whether is is the truth
that #s being disseminated or
not, the importance of what
the people believed in or
come to know has led all
modern government to seck
to contrel the media, par-
ticularly in countries whicn
are openly dictatorial or only
pay lip-sevice to democracy.
The taking over of the press,
sealing the press amd censor-

ship are all attempts to con-
‘trol the people’s knowledge
of the trame faets, though in
times of grave emergency
the regulated withholding of
information migh:t be neces-
sary. Yet the withholding of
troth is somtimes a weorse de-
ception tham a discect mis-
statement. Knowledge of the
real truth should strengthen
a democratic (Government.
Above all. it is important
that she Govermment itself
should be equipped with he
true facts ¥ it isto functiem
properly as a Gevernment.

But the scramble for truth
is still on and apart from
government machinery and
men, many other greups
have joined in the elim for
a2 monopeky of the truth.
As Ruskin said “Witheut
seeking. truth eamnot be
kmown atall. It can neither
be declared from puepits, nor
set down in articles, norin
any wise prepared and seld
in packages ready for use’’.
We might also remember
Meterlinck’s comment : ‘<A
truth that dishearters because
it is true is of far mor-
valwe than the most stimulate
ing falsehood’’.

But one can understand
the embarssment of politic ans
i power when faced with the
reality of truth. The disiaste
of pol#icians for truth is well
known.
G-Bernard Shaw resorted to
his technigue: ¢‘My way of
joking is to tell the truth.
It’s the funniest joke in the
world’’.

]
!

Perhaps that is why -
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Would be
Mujibur
Rahmans

of
Sri Lanka

Commenting on the num- -
ber of Tamils from Sri Lanka
who claim to speak for the
Tamil community in the Island,
a veteran Indian Statesman
is reported to have made
the remark that when the
Pakistani massaores in Bang-
ladesh oreated a problem for
India with the influx of
fleeing Bengalese, the Indian
Premier, Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
had to deal with the views
of only Mr. Mujibur Rahman
as representing the Bengalese
natien. In the case of the
Tamil minority of a smalk
country like Sri Lanka, how-
ever, they have had to listen
to a dozen Mujibur Rahmans
each one ef them claiming
to represent Tamil opinion
in this ceuntry.

It is high time that the
accredited leaders of the
Tamil people-namely those
elected by the people at the
General Elections of 1977
should learn to speak with
one voice. Whilst taking intc
aecount the thinking of those
who are knowsm .to be de-
voted to the cause of the
Tamils, Tamil leaders should:
be able to speak with au-
thority as to what their
people really want — instead
of confusing and rendering
more difficult the role of
all those who are trying to
help in the process of finding
a solution to the Tamil pro-
blem in Sri Lanka.
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Never at any time since independence in 1948 has
the Tamil community in Sri Lapka been so helpless and
so very much without a voice in the country.

After winning every one of the ' 14 parliamentary

seats in the Northern Provinoce, where one ﬁpdg 'thc
greatest concentration of Ceylon Tamils, the Tamil United
Liberation Front (T.U.L.F.) which had also annexed

the Kastern Province in the 1977

4 more seats in i ;
elestinns to the eighth Parliament, now finds itself com-

pletely out of the legislature. There 1s hardly any,

T $

liamentary
Tamils. _ :

The nearly million strong ‘Indian’ Tamils, mostly
of the plantation areas outside the Nﬁortbern and KEas-
tern provinces, are represented by only on€ member,
ocabinet Minister S. Thondaman, Second member for
Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya. The ‘Indian’ Tamil elected
repersentatives had -disappeared from parliament 25 yeams
ago after post-Independence laws deprived that section
of the Tamil community of the vote they had enjoyed
since grant of Universal Adult Franchise to Ceylon in
1931. : '

Apart from their absence in the Legislature, not
a single eleeted Sri Lankan representative of the quthern
Province is in the Cabinet, nor has there been onein any
Cabinet since 1956. The much advertised District Deve-
lopment Councils hardly function in the North and East.
There are of course 4 Members of the Tamil community
in Parliament; yet only one of them (Mr. K. W. De-
wanayagam (Kalkudah), could be said to be properly
elected. One (Mr. Rajadurai - Batticaloa) 1s a renegade
who crossed over from the T.U.L.F. to the party in
in power. Another (Mrs. Pathmanathan) 1s a mere no-
minee of the party in power, as Successor to a re_negade
(the late Mr. M. Kanagaratnam - Pottuvil) who, like M;.
Rajadurai of Batticaloa, crossed over to the party in
power from the T.U.L.F. The fourth (Mr.S. Thon-
daman - Nuwara Eliya - Maskeliya) represents not the Sri
Lankan Tamils but mainly the Tamil plantation workers
of the central and adjacent provinces. It is also true
that three of them are in ths cabinet but they do mot
represent the community that is hardly able to raise its
voice even through the media. :

‘The media itself is almost entirely controlled either
by the Government authorities or by those who belong
to and promote the interests of the majority community.
Amazing as it may appear, Sri Lankan ’}‘amlls do not
cun or control a simgle ¢‘national’’ daily newspaper,
either in English, Sinhalese or even 1n Tamil. There
is only one ¢National Daily’ and that too only in the
Tamil language (the Virakesari), not controlled by the
majority community. Here too the proprietors are not
Sri Lankan Tamils. The paper which could be said, in
recent years (since January 1982) to articulate the gri-
evances and demands ofithe Sri Lankan Tamils was the
weekly Saturday Review which, however, has been sealed
since 1st July, 1983, and its voice stifled almost as if in
expectation of the role it might bhave played to Yentllate
the grievances of the community at the time of its grea-
test suffering since Independence. Thc? tabloid in Tamil,
known as Kelanadu, is mainly 2 regional paper. con-

1ostly to the North.

ﬁnedTén :dey to the tragedy the Tamil elected represen-
tatives are not even in the country, are now In almost
self imposed exile in India.
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Unrepresented in the legislature, without any re-
presentative in the Cabinet, with all its better known
leaders absent from home, and without even a proper
newspaper to articulate their views, with Government in
control of much of the media (including breadcasting
and television), this pathetic condition of the Sri Lankan
Tamil communiiy by its very helplessness creates a serious
problem.

It is in the interests of good Government that the
grievances of any section of the people should be
made known for awareness of a- problem is a pre-
requisite for satisfactory remedial action by Government.
To stifle the voice of a people has at all times, in all
countries, been productive of only more trouble sooner
or later. This is why it is important that newspapers
and journalism should be permitted to express them-
selves fearlessly within the limits of the law so that the
Government may not be out of step with reality.

In the context of the campaign for national
upity that it is sought to promote both through
the constitution and otherwise, it is imperative that
the voice of all sections of the people should

be heard fully both in the Legislature and outside and
through the press. This is particularly the need of
the section like the Sri Lankan Tamils who in the very
language of the U.N.P. manifesto have been driven
by unremedied grievances to demand a separate state.
It is in’ the national interest that their problems and
difficulties are articulated in Parliament and reflected in
the media. The sooner this is done the better are the
chances of good and effective Government, and the more
solid the foundation of national unity.

That the voice of a people should be heard is not
only a pre-requistie to the health and happiness of that
people but is also important for the continued existence
in power and authority of the ruler, whether he be a
democratic President or a despot. It is this which
enables the rulers to know the problems and difficul-
ties of a people and their feelings and attitudes. We
have had instances in the past of Kings and Princes
even going out disguised among their people to know
their problems and listen to what they were saying. It
is, of course, possible for a strong ruler like Louis
XIV of France, to feel as he did when he said <*‘I
am the state’’, and rule as an absolute monarch with-
out the coritrols of a Parliament (‘State’s General’).

__What he actually suceeeded in doing was to prepare

itself the way for the French Revolution that ultima-
tely removed the Boubon monarachy.

Since July 1983, thc voice of the Tamil people is
bardly heard in any sphere within Sri Lanka. All that
we hear now is an echo of the declarations and
statements made by a handful of ome time T.U.L.F.
Parliamentarians who fled the country fearing for their
safety, and are now in almost self-imposed exile abroad.
mostly in India. The Sri Lankan Tamils here remain
without a voice and without any proper leader. Per-
haps, it was a recognition of this that led to one time
Leader of the Opposition and General Secretary of the
T.U.L.F., Mr. A. Amirthalingam, to make a requestto
Cabinet Minister, Mr. S. Thondaman, of the Ceylon Wor-
kers’ Congress and the sole representative in Parlia-
ment of ‘*Indian Tamils”, to ‘‘look after the interests
of the Tamil community in Parliament’’.

The tragedy is that the T.U.L.F. leaders had left
neither Party machinery nor men behind to ‘‘look after
Tamil interests’’ even outside Parliament, parlicularly
having regard to the many heart-rending problems that
have emerged in the wake of the most vicious racist
attacks that the community has faced in its entire
history.

What makes the plight of the Tamil community
even mere serious is that the Hindu religion to which
the great majority of the Tamils beloing, and the orga-
nisational structure of their religious institutions, does
not lend itself to the existence of a ‘‘Hindu clergy’’
comparable to that of the Catholic or Buddhist clergy
who, in Sri Lanka, have never failed to voice the as-
pirations of their people and have played such a pro-
minent part ia lookimg after mot only the religious or
spiritual but also material interests of their adherents.
It is significant that the Christian clergy alone have
raised their voice, particularly since independence when-
ever they felt that the minorities have been subject to
unjust or or oppressive measures, but Hindu religious
leaders in Sri Lanka on the other hand, been the most
ineffectual group of men when it came looking after the
interests of Hindu Tamils or voicing their grievances. They
do not stand comparison in any way either te the well
organised. constitutionally privileged Buddhist Sangha or
the highly educated and closely knit Christian clergy.

It is this absence of a Sri Lankan Tamil voice at
so many levels of national life in the Government, in
the legislature, and in the media or in other spheres
which Sri Lankan Tamils find most humiliating and gives
them a feeling of great insecurity. All that tend to make
a people desperate.

This -is why while looking for a solution without
further delay the Government should restore the voice
of the Tamil people at all the levels from which they
have almost disappeared-viz. the Government, the legis-
lature and the media. :

i s S

About

CINTA

In the nineteen sixties
at a time of political tur-
moil following the so-called
Social Revolution of 1956,
when the main Tamil po-
litical. Party, the Federal
Party (F.P.) was demand-
ing a Federal state but re-
peatedly proclaiming that it
was their “*firm conviction
that the division of the
country in any form would
be beneficial neither to the
country nor ~the Tamil-
speaking people’”, a group
of Tamils got together in a
strictly non-political orga-
nisation called the Ceylon
Institute for National and
Tamil Affairs (¢<CINTA?’),
CINTA has never aspired
to being an alternative to
any party.

It was felt that Tamil
political leaders tended to
concentrate on constita-
tional and parliamentary
affairs while the very real
problems of the Tamils we-
re being adequately atten—
ded to or placed before the
Government ard the na-

tion at large. This expla-

ins the main objects of

CINTA as set out in. its

Constitution. These are -

(a) ‘The maintenance of
karmony and good-will
between the various
communities in Ceylon
and promotion of na-
tional unity.

(b) The preservation and
development of the Ta-
mil language, culture,
art and crafts.

(c) Fostering the social,
Educational, Ecenomic
and general well-being
of Sri lanka as a
whole’’.

For the greater part of
its existence the activities
of this Institute have been
under the guiding influence
of Mr. V. Manicavasagar,
who continues as the pre-
sent President and is no
mere figurebead. Heis an
ex-Justice of the Supreme
Court and is also the ch-
ancellor of the University
of Jaffna.

Another active member
was the late Mr. C. Ren-
ganathan, Q.C., while Mr.
J. K. Ratnanandam as
Hony. Secretary devoted
much time and energy to
the affairs of the institute
till he found himself com-
pelled to leave the isand
as a result of the recenmt
riots. Others who cem-
tributed to shape the aff-
airs of the instrtute were
the late Mr. S. Somasun-
deram, the late Mr. C. Lo-
_ganathan, Mr. S. Sivasub-
ramamam, Mr. K. C Th-
angarajah, Mr. M. S.Kan-

diah, Mr. I. Nagarajah,
Mr C. Carthigesan, Mr.
Rajah Asirwatham, Mr.

V. Kanapathipillai. Mr. G.
A. Gnanamuttu, Dr. Bert-
ram Basthiampillai, Mr.A.
C-Nadarajah, Mr. S.Thi-
runavukkarasu .and Mr.R.
L. D. Selvaratnam.
Among the chief efforts
of the institute were the
preparatien of papers and

(Continued on page 12)
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POSITIVE
PROPOSALS

Unity&Harn

Since the outbreak of the
ugly racial incidents of July,
1983, there has been a spate
of Proposals, Seminars, Dis-
cussions, Formations of Com-
mittees (for peace or justice
or both or for harmony)
in a search for a solution
to the ethnic problems that
have bedevilled the Sri Lankan
scene for more than quar-
ter of a century since 1956.
But one month before the
tragedy, the Bishop of Jaffna,
Rt. Rev. Dr. B. Deogupillai
had felt that the situation
called for an attempt to
solve the Tamil problems

without delay. He, therefore,

addressed a letter to the
Prime Minister, Rt. Hon.
R. Premadasa, setting out

what he called *“‘SOME POSI-
TIVE PROPOSALS FOR A
SUITABLE SOLUTION TO
THE PROBLEM OF THE
TAMILS IN SRI LANKA".

The text of the letter
is as follows:-

*“l wish to present to you
for your consideration some
positive proposals for a sui-
table solution to the pro-
blem of the Tamils in Sri
Lanka.

That the Tamil peopie had

W S sk /'/'/‘/’M/’/'/’/‘/O/’, I I AT DT T
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clearly
accepted by the United Nat-

real grievances was

ional Party’s 1977 Election
Manifesto, where it was
stated: ‘‘There are numerous
problems confronting the
Tamil — speaking people. The
lack of a solution of their
problems has made the
Tamil-speaking peopie to sup-
port even a movement for
the creation of a separate
state. In the interest of
national integration and unity,
so- very necessary for the
economic development of the

whole country, the Party
feels such problems should
S e e -
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be solved without the loss
of time and the Party when
it comes to power will take
all possible steps to remedy
their grievances in such fields
as education, colonisation, use
of the Tamil Language, and
employment in the public
and semi-public Corporat-
ions”’. An All-Party Con-
ference was promised to
“solve these problems and
implement its decisions’’.

When the people voted
overwhelmingly the UNP to
power, they also gave it the
mandate to implement this
promise, which was given
added credence through in-
corporaticn into the Govern-
ment’s first Statement of
Policy in Parliament. But this
promise, like so many other
promises, has remained un-
fulfilled.

Learning from the exper-
ience of other countries, the
Government should, even at
this very late hour, attempt
to seek a settlement with
the Tamils. This to say: Give
in to the legitimate demands
of the Tamil people, and
give up the idea that force
alone could prevent the di-
vision of the Country. Up-
to—date the Government has
nct taken any positive steps
to solve the problem of the
Tamil people.

Now, { present a few
positive steps that could be
taken to solve the Tamil
probiems:

t. As a first step, let the
draconian Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act be repealed for-
thwith. This would create a
better political climate for
discussions.

2. The Tamils in the North
and East are asking for their
right of political self deter-
mination, because before the
advent of the Portuguese in
the [6th Century A. D.,
they had an independent Tamil
Kingdom with the Capital
in Jaffna. Therefore, the
Sinhalese have no right to
rule over them now. Once
this right is recognised, the
Tamils of the North and East
would be willing to live with
the Sinhalese and co—operate
with them on terms of equ-
ality and justice. They would
be willing to accept a Fe-
deral type of Government
with a Central Government
at the top.

3. What the Tamils are
asking is nothing but justice
and equality before the law
and the 'use of their lan-
guage fcr all purposes, equ-
ality of opportunity in edu-
cation. employment and in the
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political administration of the
country. But, before the
Sinhala Only Official Language
Law, the Tamils are not equal
to the Sinhalese. They have
been reduced to the status
of second—class citizens in
Sri Lanka. Therefore, Tamil
also must be made an Official
Language of the country.
The Bishops’ Conference
of Sri Lanka issued a state-
ment to this effect in
December 1981 suggesting
also that English could be
made a link language. A copy
of this statement was sent
to the President of the Repu-
blic and to the Hon. Minis-
ters of the Government.
4. This year, the Govern-
ment in its Statement of
Policy read In Parliament
announced that English also
would be made a National
Language. (At present, English
has absolutely no recognition
in the Constitution of Sri
Larka), Early action must be
taken to implement this good
proposal.
5. The so-called Indian
Tamils must be given full citi-
zenship.
6. In order to make the
people participate fully in the
political administration of the
country let the old Sinhala
Ratas be revived: Raja Rata,
Uda Rata, Ruhuna Rata and
Maya Rata. Add to these a
Northerr Rata and an Eastern

Rata. Let the Police Force
come completely under the
control of the Ratas. (The

present D. D. Councils are
of little use. They are only
local Government bodies fully
controlled by the President
of the Republic and without
any real power. They have-
been used by the President
to divide the Tamik)

7. Finally, the Army of
occupation must be removed
from the North and the
East. The Tamils of the Nor-
thern and Eastern Provinces
are neither a subject race
nor a conquered race.

Mr. A. Amirthalingam, Sec-
retary of the TULF has
publicly announced that the
M. Ps of his Party would
be willing to resign their
seats  in Parliament and re-
contest them calling upon
the people to give them a
mandate to endorse ‘‘any
reasonable solution’”  that
could be reached with the
Government in respect of
the problems of the Tamils.
This he has done inspite
of the real danger from the
militant youth. He is quite
confident that 90 percent of
the people would support
the TULF's new move.

This. seems to be the
best opportunity to take
action to recreate the unity
and harmeny that existed
among the (diffierent ethnic
communities of Sri Lanka.”
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on Tamil Problem:

With the country reco-
vering from the most savage
race riots of the century,

with fear and uncertainty
still in the air, President
J. R. lJayewardene has taken

up the firm decision that
+his Government will not enter
into negotiations or even a
dialogue with anybody unless
they first declare that they
are against a separate state
in Sri Lanka. This stand by
the President has been
affirmed recently when he
returned to the island after
his talks with Prime Minister
of India Mrs Indira Gandbi.

This political pesture that
emerges directly from Parlia-
ment adopting the Sixth
Amendment to the Consti-
tution which became law on
8th  August, 1983. The
preamble to this Act states
that the purpose of the
Sixth Amendment was to
safeguard the independence,
sovereignty, unity and the
territorial integrity ‘of Sri
Lanka. The main provisions
of the Sixth Amendment
consisted of an insertion after
Article 157 of the Cons-
titution of a new Article
157(a).

Sixth
Amendment

Clauses (1), (2) and (3)
of Article 157 (a) read
as follows:

). No person shall, dir-

ectly or indirectly in or
outside Sri Lanka, support,
espouse, promote, finance,
encourage or advocate the
-establishment of a separate
state within the territory
of Sri Lanka.

2) No political party or
other association or organi-
-zation shall have as one of
jts aims or objects the esta-

blishment of a separate State -

within the territory of Sri
dLanka.

3) Any person who acts
in contravention of the pro-
visions of paragraph (1) shall,
oa conviction by the Court
of Appeal, after trial on
indictment and according to
such procedure as may be
prescribed by law, (a) be
-subject to civic disability for
such period not exceeding
seven years as may be de-
termined by such Court; (b)
forfeit his movakle and im-
movable propert; other than
-such property as is deter-
‘mined by an order of such

‘Court as being necessary for

the sustenance of such person
and his ‘amily; (c) not be
entitled to civic rights for
such pzriod not exceeding
seven years as may be deter-
mined by such Court; and
{d) if he is a Member of
Farliamert or a person in

such service or holding such
office as is referredtto in
paragraph (1) of Article
165, cease to be such
Member or to be in such

service or to hold such
office.

And also Clauses (7),
(8) and (12) which read

as follows:

7) Every officer or per-
son who was or is required
by, Article 32 or Article
53, Article 61 or Article

107 or Article 165 or
Article 169 (12), to take
and subscribe or to make

and subscribe an oath or
affirmation, every member of,
or person in the service of,
a local authority, Develop-
ment Council, Pradeshiya Man-
dalaya, Gramodaya Mandalaya
or public corporation and
every attorney-at—law shall-
(a) if such officer or person
is holding office on the date
of coming into force of this
Article, make and subscribe,
or take and subscribe, an
oath or affirmation in the

form set out in the Seventh
Schedule, before such person

or body, if any, as is re-
ferred to In that Article,
within one meonth of the

date on which the Article
comes into force; (b) If such
person or officer is appointed
to such office after the com-
ing into force of this Article,
make and subscribe or take
and subscribe, an oath or
affirmation, in the form set
out in the Seventh Schedule,
before such person or body,
if any, as is referred toin
that Article, within one month
of his appointment to such
office.

The provisions of Article
165 and Article 169 (12)
shall, mutatis mutandis, apply
to, and in relation to, any
person or officer who fails
to take and subscribe, or
make and subscribe, an. oath
or affirmation as required by
this paragraph.

8) (a) Every person who is
2 Member of Parliament on
the coming into force of
this Article shall not be-
sntitled to sit and vote in
Parliament unless he takes
and subscribes or makes and
subscribes an oath or affir-
mation in the form set eut
in the Seventh Schedule. (b)

Every person who is elected
or nominated as a Member
of Parliament on or after
the coming into force of this
Article shall not be entitled
to sit and vote in Parlia-
ment unless he takes and
subscribes or makes and sub-
scribes an oath or affirmat-
ion in the form set out in
the Seventh Schedule.

12) In this Article, *“‘civic
rights”” means— (a) the right

to obtain a passport; (b)
the right to sit for any
public examination; (c) the

right to own any immovable
property; (d) the right to
engage in any trade or pro-
fession which requires a
licence, registration or other
authorization, by or under
any written law.

Legal Sanction
Against Eelam

The Sixth Amendment to
the Constitution therefore
made unlawful and illegal

straight away any activity or

organization or politicel party
which was in any way, dir-
ectly or indirectly, involved
in the establishment of or
in the demand for a sepa-
rate state in Sri Lanka. [t
imposed adequate Jegal sanc-
tions against making such
demands.

The Sixth Amendment cr-
eated a problem immediately
for the T.U.L.F. or Tamil
United Liberation Front with
its 16 members, the largest
political party in the Op-
position, with its Secretary
General, Mr. Appapillai Amir-
thalingam as the Leader of
the Opposition.

At the time of the out-
break of the race riots of July,
1983, none of the T.U.L.F.
Members were in Colombo; all

of them were at the Annual

T.U.L F. Convention at Man-
nar.
spread killings of Tamils and
the indiscriminate and unbe-
lievable attacks on persons,
destruction of  property all
over the country, all the
T.U.L.F. leaders and almost all
the well-known Parliamentar-
ians soon fled the country and
took refuge in neighbouring
India. None of them attended
a single sitting of Parlia-
ment since the attacks on the

In the face. of wide
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« . The U.N. P. too.. showed
understanding of the TULF de-
mand for a separate state Dy
explicitly stating that the failure to

redress the grievances

of - the

Tamils... had driven them even
to demand a separate state...”

Tamils commenced, None of
theT.U.L.F. M.Ps of the North
or East could therefore be
present when Government
was stampeded into intro-
ducing the Sixth Amendment.

" President Jayewardene's ex-

planation for precipitating
this important piece of legis-
lation was that ‘‘the Sinhalese
people had reacted and he
had to accede to their wis-
hes”’. That such a vital change
to the Constitituion should
have been introduced in the

absence of the elected re-
presentatives of the Tamil
people who were in the
Opposition, is a sad com-
mentary on the type of
democratic Government Sri
Lanka could boast of. The

Government's offer to pro-
vide protection for the M.Ps
if they chose to be present
looked strange in the face
of its widespread failure to

the

provide security for
Tamils in general and for
its unpardonable lapse in

permitting the repeated kill-
ings intwo waves of political
prisoners In custody on the
25th and 2/th July 1983
in the Welikade Prison.

Urgency for
A Dialogue

But the strangest develop-
ment of all was that, in the
urgent search for political

demand
That

had decided on a
for a separate state.

is the chief object of the
Party in its Vaddukoddai
Resolution of 14th May,

1976. The main constituent
element in the T.U.L.F. was
the Federal Party which only
a few years before in its
General Election Manifesto of
1970, and even in its ear-
lier Manifesto of 1960, had
‘“‘appealed to the Tamil-
speaking people not to lead
their support to any politi-
cal movement aduocating the
bifurcation of the country''.

When the T.U.L.F. under
the Federal Party Leaders
embodied the demand for 2
separate state of Tamil ‘Eelam’
in their Manifesto at the
General Election of July 1977,
the S. L. F. P. Government,
whose measures had driven
the Tamil parties to this
demand, accepted the T.ULF

Party
and enabled it to campaign
for a separate state as a
lawful demand.

as a recognized legal

All - Party
Parley

While the S.L.F.P. per-
mitted the T.U.L.F. to carry
on its election campaign: be-
fore the Tamils asking them
to support its demand for
a separate state, this was
treated as quite a lawful de-

by A Special

Correspondent

solution to the Tamil pro-
blem by dialogue znd deli-

cite negotiations, to prevent ‘

the further escalation of a
serious situation, President
Jayewardene should find it
necessary to Insist on the
prior condition of disavow-
ing any support or claim
for a separate state before
negotiations could begin,

This was a morally un
justifiable ard politically in
defensible stand  for 'the
U.N.P. leader to take. The
T.U.L.LF. at its inavgural
meeting, even before the
U.N.P. c2me into power,

mand. The U.N.P. tco, then
in the Opposition, in s
own Election Manifesto of
[977, did not attack the
T.U.L.FF. claim for a sepa-
rate state but in fact showed
understanding of the T.U.LF.
demand by explicitly stating
that the failure to redress
the grievances of the Tamils
in various fields like edu-
cation, employment and colc-
nization, had driven them
even to demand a separate
state.

To me:t this situation,
however, the U.N.P. in its
(Continued on page 8)



One of the most dist-
urbing events of the period
following the lJuly - August,
1983 Race Riots, was the
invasion of a porticn of the
Maduru Oya Scheme 'in -the
Kalkuda Electorate by sever-
2l thousand squatters led by
a Buddhist Monk
have the support of
of Cabinet Ministers. This
was an action taken
face of official Government
disapproval and active opposi-
tion of no less a person than
Mr. K. W, Dewanayagam, Min-
ister of Home Affairs.

The significance  of Mr.
Dewanayagam's opposition
must. not be lost sight of.
He is the only Sri Lankan
Tamil, who is a Cabinet Min-
ister in his own right. What-
ever may be said of his
stand with regard to the
various Tamil parties, or his
position with regard to Tamil
problems, he, at least, had
the courage to fight the elec-
tions ina predominantly Tamii

area —on- the Uniteg‘lj}l%;jgn;,

e

al Party ticket. He won.

Of the other two Tamil
Members of the Cabinet, one
represents the *‘Indian Tamils”
of the Ceylon Workers’ Con-
gress (Mr. Thondaman)  and
the other is a renegade who
after quarter of a century
in the Federal Partyand the
Tamil United LiberationFront,
crossed over to join the
United National Party and be-
come a Minister in the Cabi-
net.

‘Dewa’ in a

Dilemma

Mr. Dewanayagam, with
all the weight that he must
have commanded as a long-
time Member of the U.N.P.
and a loyal supporter of the
Government and the President,
appears to have been helpless
in resisting the encroachment in
an area close to where the
Tamils were settled and in
an area within his electoral

influence.. . :
Mr. Dewanayagam is, of-
course, an inveterate enemy

of the T, U.L.F. for their
separatist stand. He is also
known not to deal with any
Tamil problem in such a man-
ner as to cause embarrass-
ment to the Government. Yet
he has not hesitated to take
a strong stand on this illegal
encroachment  of land within
his district.

President J. R. Jayewar-
dene has found it necessary
to speak out on this matter
in a statement issued on No-
vember 8, 1983, by the Office
of the Chief Government

Whip, which said.
“President J. R. Jaye-
wardene addressing the
Government Parliamentary
Group Meeting today explai-
ned the position regarding
the problem of illegal set-
tlers especially on land
coming under ti }

who may
to the area to
back saying that nc one
any right to allocate
in this manner; it
function of the Government,
adding: “‘The President said
that foreign countries which
had assisted in the Maduru
Oya project had questioned
whether lands were to be
distributed in this manner’’.

The President also war-
ned: ‘““No one, he said, would
be above the law and they
would have to deal with off-
enders on an equal footing
whatever position they held.”
"~ Butin spite of all this
official declaration, the mat-
ter still remains unsolved.
The ‘Lanka Guardian’ of No-
vember, 1, 1983, dealing with
this matter had this to say:
“The problem of ‘settlers’
or ‘illegal encroachments’ on

lands
is the
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Mr. Perera withdrew hurriedly
from the argument but not be-
fore he claimed that these squ-
atters consisted of L.R.C's,
J.V.P’ers and kassippu dealers.
Mr. Dewanayagam one of the
J.N.P's Tamil leaders claims
that the entire lot are Sinhale
and Chief Incumbent is 1
responsible for their

1

which changes the e

} his area.
bulagala Monk. says
has helped settle Sinhalese,

nd Muslims, and 80 9
U.N.P. suppor-

ill

It augurs for every-
body when the Government
shows helplessness in the face

of open lawlessness merely
because they happen to be
members of the majority

community or are supporters
of the governing Perty.
The *““WEEKEND" Sunday
issue of October 30, 1983,
sets out the text of a letter
sent by Minister Dewanaya-
gam to the Weekend in con-
nection with the Dimbulagala
Monk and his role in the
illegal encroachment of land in

“He always appears

on the scene after

there is a communal

disturbance; he did so

in 1971 and 1977 alike

Now...”

the banks of the Maduru Oya
touches the Mahaveli project,
the great white hope of Sri
Lanka’s economic planners.

Encroachers:
Entirely Sinhalese

The new issue of several
thousand ‘squatters’ has al-
ready resulted in the extraor-
dinary action of Home
Minister Dewanayagam, in sum-
moning a press conference in
which he openly criticised the
Lands Minister, his colleague
who is in charge of the
Mahaveli Ministry.
ced 2 clash of words bet-
ween the newly appointed
Polonnaruwa District Minister,
Mr. Paul Perera and the Chief

Incumbent of the Dimbulzgala

Temple who threatened to
crown the District Minister
with his personal umbrella

It produ-

the Wadamunai Area. It would
appear from the text of the
letter as published that Mr.
Dewanayagam had for more
than a decade been fighting
for the rights of an oppres-
sed minority in this area,
While he had apparently been
successful in this and able to
bring Mr. Felix Dias Bandar-
anaike down into a Pact with
him during the S.L.F.P. re-
gime, now as Minister he
appears to be comparatively
helpless.

The full text of the let-
ter, which reveals a state of

affairs not generally known"

to the public, is as follows;-

“The Dimbulagala monk has
spoken out on the encroach-
ment saying that he has set-
tled Tamils and Muslims among
Sinhalese. | believe  when
he says this, just as the
Catholics believe when the

Pope speaks ex cathedra be-
cause it is the truth, so also
the venerable Priest thinks
that ‘when he says anything

it is the truth. This is not
true. The whole of that
encroachment is marke

the names of the places fi

they came so as to

eserve their identity, there
is not a single Mus
Tamil name. | went

R

A St

incidents on July 24 and the-
reafter that the Tamils will
opt to live slde by side
as a community when they
are still fearing to come
back to their own homes
in the affected areas where
they have lived for years in

amity and now they fear
them as thelr bitterest en-
emies’?

Falsehoods and
Provocations

“‘Apart from this there are
a number of falsehoods. | do
not wish to enter into a
controversy over this matter,
but | cannot allow statements
to go uncontradicted. - This
is not the first time he
had tried to encroach into
this area. He brought a
number of people in 1972
and, | did not allow him.

- He again tried in 1977; then

also | did not zllow him,
This was during the S.L.F.P.
regime. This is his third
attempt.

“‘He talks of the acting
District Minister indulging in an
anti-national exercise. | think
the acting District Minister sho-
uld have taken up the challenge
and seen whether his um-
brella will break or the Act.
ing Distriet Minister’s head
will break. | cannot under-
stand a Buddhist monk who

should preach the precepts
of the holy one induiging
in the illegal acts such as

these. He is positively en-
gaging in anti-Government
activities, and is a positive
danger to the security of

the nation.

*‘His present action is be-
ing watched by the whole
world, and this is an act
which has been included and
pcinted out by the enemies
cf the Government as con-
tinuing anti—Tamil atrocities,

a;f f W"F
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specially for this priest to
start this just after the July
24

holocaust ‘on  Temil min=

alwa

sovereignty of the country;

RO
L]

iter
what is he talking of a united
Lanka when he marehes in-
to my elactorate. | who
am part of the Government
of united Lanka he speaks
of, who for the last 20 years

fought the T.U.L.F. at every
stage against all its policies

and | who am keeping the
people of my district with
me; pecple of whom 48 000
voted for the President in
this election, much mere
than the whole of Jaffna
district.

“It is thls priest who is
now an ally of the anti—
Government forces ur d:r the
phraseology he mouths of
protecting the soveriegnty.
He is a law—breaker and
should have been dealt with
like any other law—brezkers.

“His vague statements
lead the people to believe
that there are large numbers
of Indians settled in the
Batticaloa district. The 1971
census gives the number of
persons of Indian origin as
7,925. The 1981 census
gives the number of persons

of Indian origin as 3,868.
*‘The reduction is due to
the repatriation. Of this

total number 60 per cent are
stateless persons, others are
citizens. The Indian Tamils
form only 1.2 per cent of
the population of the Batti-
caloa district. The percentage
is very much less than the
Mannar — Mullaitivu area
where it is |3 per cent.
These persons were settled
in the foliowing areas. In
the 1971 communa} distur-
bances the people who were:
drawn from upcountry came
and settled down in Punanai.

Plight of
“Indian Tamils”

‘ .
‘Let us examine the re=

(Continued on page 7)
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‘Dewa’ Reacts!

(Continued from page 6)
why they eame. They
driven ocut from the
where they lived and
the place thzir homes.
came and settled on

asons

there are no irrigation facili-
not even drinking

where there were

ties and
and

‘\"v’l T"f'v‘

of de-

people
were driven away they came
to places where they thought
they will have security of
person znd property and
elementary human rights whi-
ch any human being is enti-
tled to. The last Govern-
ment tried to evict them
through its forest officers.
They burnt their huts and
prosecuted them in the Bat-
ticaloa courts. | appeared

and defended them. | in
turn filed action for arson
against their officers, some
of whom were Assistant Con-
servators of Forest. The

_officers appeared before the

R B Ry |
Magistrate and

for a conference

to
this questicn. In the
ference we discussed the
iliegality and otherwise of
these people of Indian origin
settling on Crown land; when
a person of Indizn orgin ir-
respective of the fact that
he is an Indian, if heis a
citizen, why cannot he have
the same rights and privileges
like any other citizens. It
was decided that people of
Indian origin can settle on

state land or any irrigation
scheme and for the first time
people of Indian origin were
given L.D.O. permits in the
Wadamunai scheme.  There
is 2 pact or agreement drawn
up between me and Mr. Felix
Dias Bandaranaike calied the
Bandaranaike — Dewanayagam
pact, with various conditions
of which one was the right
to obtain land for Indians.
The other was to withdraw
e cases against those officers,
and those who could not be
settled to go back to the
places from where they came.
The cases were accordingly
discharged on sides.
“‘Unlike the Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayzkam Pact, the terms
of this pact. were fulfilled.
I have in the course of a
debate referred to it and
produced it in Parliament
and is part of the Hansard.
| still have the original with
me, So you will see what
there was about these en-
croachments. They were taken
note of and were regulari-
zed by the last Government.
“The settlers are scattered
in various places at differ-

L
rhe
the

both

ent times because they came
whenever there was a dis-
turbance and were driven
away, unlike the peaceful
deliberate encroaechment for
pastures  new. In 1977
when the Hon. Gamini Dis-
sanayake came to my elec-
torate he spoke to some of
these Indian settlers whe had
come from Nuwara Eliya Dis-
trict and he knew them.
They gave him a reception
and he promised to help
them. Some of them were
sent from the Hambantota
district and from Kataragama
to be settled there. What
a  tragedy, foxes have holes

and the birds of the air
have nests to rest, but
man has no place in this

country to rest his head be-
cause he is of Indian orig-
in.

To pui the

Record straight

“It is time we revised
our sense of values. | am
interested in trying to put the
record straight, because this

priest is trying to take shel-
ter for his law — breaking
exercise by drawing a red her-
ring of purposeful settle-
ment with a sinister motive
of creating 2 separate Tamil
area. It is factually correct
that every time there was a
settlement of Indian origin in
my district, it was occasio-
ned by communal violence
in the Sinhalese areas where

these people

ivarl
lived.

who lived in Polonnaruwa
and driven out in 1960.
So let not this Ppriest znd

his ilk blame anyone for the
Indians  seeking to run away
from their areas.  This kind
of person and his pseudo-
nationalism is an anachronism
in the present day democra-
tic set up of His Excell-
ency J. R. Jayewardene’s Go-
vernment where every com-
munity, minority and major-
ity, has an equal place in
this Government.’’

NATIONAL-UNITY & JAFFNA TRAIN

The 1980 Statistical Poc-
ket Book, publihed by the

Department of Census and
Statistices, recommending
places of interest in Sri

Lanka to Tourists, refers to
“The Jaffna Peninsula 386
kilometers from Colombo;
this traditional home of the
Tamils"’ and concludes with
a one line paragraph ‘‘Four
trains also operate daily be-
tween Colombo and Jaffna”.
That was in 1980. We
have a different tale now in
the closing months of 1983.
At present we hardly have
one train every other day
either up or down.

One of the factors mo-
dernising and unifying the
modern Nation State was the
steady improvement in the
communication net  work.
Every road that was built
and every railway line that
was laid helped to moder-
nise the State and unify the
Nation.

It is in this context that
the establshment of the rail-
way lines, emanating from
Colombo and extending in all
directions, helped to bring
the country and its people
together. Particularly, in the
case of distant Jaffna, where
one finds the greatest con-
centration of Srilanka Tamils,
the railway line to Kankes-
naturai completed in 1903
played no small part in br-
inging the Tamil into regu-
lar and constant contact with

the rest of the country and
the other communities in the
South. In fact, as Srilanka
Tamils from the North be-
gan to move out into the
rest of the country, epeci-
ally to Colombo, there was
a constant flow of Tamils
moving up and down from
the North to the rest of
the country. These are the
unseen chains that band a
nation together and promote
national unity.

It is against this backgro-
und that one has to view
the discontinuance of the
entire train service to Jaffna
by the Government, with
Transport Minister Mohamed
giving as an excuse the burn-
ing of the coaches of the
Yal Devi at Kondavil on 2nd
July 1983. This was one
of four passenger trains run-
ning between Kankesanturai
and Colombo, apart from the
goods trains. The railway
lines remain free and were
technically In a condition to
operate trains from Colombo
to Jaffna and back. What
was burnt was only one of
several trains to and from
Jaffna. Yet right up to the
race riots of luly - August
1983, there was no passen-
ger train service from Co-
lombo to Jaffna, causing im-
mense hardships to the vast
number of Tamils in Colombo,
Jaffna and the rest of the
country, whose families were
stranded at one or another.

. The situation became far
more serious when with the
outbreak of the race riots
of July on the 24th, 1983,
hundreds and thousands of
Tamils from all over fled or
tried to flee in the direc-
tion of lJaffna. It required
much protest and a good
deal of persuasion from Tamil
forces for the Government,
and the Minister of Transport
Mohamed to decide to send
even a few trains to carry
refugees with armed escort.

Even after things had come
back to normai, as calmed
by the Government, and
passenger buses began plying
to laffna, Minister Mohamed
decided to run ONLY one
train and that too originally
leaving at 7 a.m-: in the morn-
ing on alternate days frem
either end, so that Tamil
passengers could travel in the
safety of daylight at reasona-
ble hours at a time when
they still lived in fear and
insecurity. For some reason
known only to the Minister
and his bureaucrats, the time
of departure from Jaffna was
changed to about 2 p.m. in
the afternoon, with the train
then arriving in Colombo
after 1o p.m. round about
midnight. The panic this cau-
sed in the aftermath of the
racist attacks that the Tamil
people had already been thr-
ough, prompted many people
to refrain from travelling
for fear of what eould hap-

pen after night fall. There
were many protests including
a letter tothe Minister from
the President of CINTA, but
it appears to have had no
effect on the Minister.

Further, the Minister’s
public excuse that he could
not find coaches to provide
the service to Jaffna, is such
a lame one that it is obvious
that the withholding of the
normal railway servic to the
people of the North, was
meant to be a punitive mea-
sure. Before the burning of
the train at Kondavil, and
for years before that, there
had been, at least, four trains
daily to Jaffna, one in the
early morning, one In the
afernoon and one, known as
the Maii train, at night, in
addition to the State Express
early in- the morning. Now,
there still is only one train
and that too on every alter-
nate day.

Minister Mohamed may
think that he has the appro-
val of some elements in this
display of withholding 2 ne-
cessary service for the Tamils.
In fact, earlier in the year,
the M. P. for Polgahawella
had demanded in Parliament:
“Teach the Jaffna people a
lesson. Withdraw buses from
Jaffna and send them to Polga-
hawella’. But the Minister
must realise that the ordinary
Sinhalese in this country are
cultured and decent people
who would not approve of

such Ministerial action which
adds to the hardships of the
Tamil people who had already
suffered much. The real da-
mage Minister Mohamed has
done and is still doing is to
national unity. The curtail-
ment of free movement all
over the country hinders the
normal communication and
coming together of the peo-
ple which is in the interest
ef national unity.

It is time that President
Jayewardene took over the
matter and decided the que-
stion of the train service
to the North in the greater
interest of national ‘ unity
which now more then ever
has, according to the Go-
vernment, become so im-
portant in the history of our
country. Right from his tak-
ing office as Prime Minister
in 1977, Mr. ). R. Jayewar-
dene has repeatedly stressed
the need for national unity
and a harmonious relation-
ship between the varlous
communities.

In any event, the answer
to any damadge to trains in
the Jaffna District or attacks
on train passengers in=Anu-
radhapura, Kurunegala, Polga-
hawella, Ragama or Cclombo
areas, is not to discontinue
the train service but to
provide adequate security for
the pecple whoever they
may be and that is the pri-
mary function of Government
which it cannot shirk,
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The writting on the wall?

The incidents of the last
week of July 1983 shook
Sri Lanka and startled the
world. But a glance at the
chronlogical table of events
in Sri Lanka for 1983 will
show that ethnic violence and
violence and indiscipline in
general at various levels of
national life had been not-
jceable almost continuously
for more than two months
before especially since the
mini election of mid - may,
1983.

The events as reflected by
reports in the daily News-
papers and other media
showed a steady and rapid
escalation of violence over
several months with the shoot-
ing of two members of the
armed  services near the
polling booth and the army
running amok at Kandarma-
dam in Jaffna on the 18th
of May, 1983. But the vio-
lence was not confined to
Jaffna. There were also vio-
lent incidents with ethnic
undertones in Vavuniya, Man-
nar, Batticaloa, the Perade-
niya University Campus and
above all in Trincomalee; al-
most daily from the beginn-
ing of June for more than
a month there was some
incident in the Trincomalee
District
Tamil was killed or a Tamil
house or shop set on fire.

AR
Disposing dead bodies
without inquest

In July the situation had
become so bad that, apart
from the emergency that was
declared from May [8th,
1983, there was an Emer-
gency Regulation introduced
in early June providing for
the disposal of dead bodies
without an inquest; there

in which either a-

~ Secretary,

was a Press Censorship for
University news from the
19th of July, 1983, and 2
general Censorship of news
relating to violence and ter-
rorism from 21st July, 1983,
just two days Dbefore the
racial attacks on Tamils be-
gan on a major scale.
That the Government it-
self was aware of the dan-
gerous situation that had
built up is reflected in its
belated and restricted at-
tempt to summon an All-
Party Conference for the 20th
of July. The manner in which
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
reacted to this call for round
table talks is significant. The
S.L.F.P. thinking has been
referred to in the issue of
the SUN of 20th July, 1983,
in its front page as follows:
The Sri Lanka Freedom
Party, the country's major
opposition political grouping
will not take part in today’s
all party summit to discuss
the problems of terrorism.

S L F P Charges

In a statement issued yes-
terday, the S L.F.P. levelled
twelve charges against the
government for what it called

““an ignominous record of en-

couraging terrorism in all its
forms in this country’.

Even the Communist Party
of Sri Lanka in a letter to
the President by its General
K. P. Silva, in-
forming the President of the
Party’s decision to keep
away from the conference
made the following points
as reported in the ‘Island’
of 2lIst July, 1983:

“A fruitful discussion of
the proble ns of the Tamil
people could only take place
if there wis participation of

all  recognised  politica'
parties as well as other
organisations of Tamil peo-
pie in Sri Lanka.

Even such a discussion
could be successfui only if
an atmosphere conducive to
it prevails inthe Northern
and Eastern provinces.

The responsibility to
create such an atmosphere
and the ability to bring it
about rested mainly on the
government.”’

Neighbouring countries
Concerned

From abroad concern for
what was happening in Sri Lan-
ka indicates that neighbouring
countries were alarmed about
events in the island even before
the kiliing of the |3 soldiers
on July 23rd, and the large
scale ethnic violence that follo-
wed. Even before this incident
India is reported to . have
expressed its deep concern
over developments in the
North with specific reference
made to Emergency Regulations
enacted in June especially
regarding the disposal of dead
bedies. This was given front
page treatment in the Istand
of-2 1st July, 1983, under the
title: *‘INDIA FLEXES MUSC-
LES OVER NORTHERN
[SSUE”" —

On the every same page
there was another Headline:
“pPRESS CURB ON NEWS
RELATING TO VIOLENCE &
TERRORISM.”" Even then very
few suspected that the biggest
of all post-Independence race
riots was only three days away,
and was to rock an unsuspect-
ing nation on the 24th of July
1983.

The above is, in fact, the
title of the Editorial Com-
ment of “THE DAWN”, a
fortnightly Publication of the
Muslim League Youth Fronts,
Volume | No. 1 Friday 28th
October to |1th November
1983. ;

This is not surprising.
Mr. Halim Ishak, Member of
Parliament for Colombo Cen-
tral, has also recently stated
in Parliament that the Mus-
lims feel insecure. The Muslim
population is now just over
| million. The great majority
of them are Tamil-speaking.
The front page of this issue

of the “Dawn’ sets out the
text of a Resolution un mi-
mously adopted by the work-
ing Committee of the Al
Ceylon Muslim League, which

‘was sent to the President,

His Excellency J. R. fayewar-
dene, the Prime WMinister,
Honcurable R. Premadasa ard
Mr. N D. T. Pandi:heratne,
President of the United
National Party, by its joint

Secretary, Mr. A. L. M.
Hashim.

The twet of the Resofution,
which indicates the fears,

anxieties and urgent problems
facing Muslims, is as follows:

APPRECIATING (a) the
declaration made by H. E.
The President that the U N.P.
was formed to unite all races,
communities and religions un-
der one banner, that the
U.N.P. was free of racial or
religious discriminantion and
that anybody thinking en
communal snd caste lines had
no place in the Party, and
{b) the assurance given by
H.E. that all citizens of the

country regardless of race or.

religion will, be protected.
{(HE. The President at the
U.N.P. Executive Committee
Meeting of 25-9-1983).

REMEMBERING that the
Muslim Community through-
out rhe island, led by the
All Ceylon Muslim League,
as resolved at its Annual
Sessions in  Malwana (with
the then Leader of the Op-
position, Mr. J. R Jayawar-
dene, as Chief! Guest) sup-
ported the UNP at the 1977
(Continued on page 9)

formance of the race
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The

(Continued from page 3)
Manifesto promised to sum=
mon an All-Party Conference.
After its overwhelming vic-
tory of 23rd July, 1977,
the U.N.P. Government in
its first Statement of Policy
neither summoned an All-
Party Conference nor did it
make any attempt or even
suggest that the demand for
a separate state would be
treated as unlawful. Both the
Tamil people and the Tamil
leaders were therefore left
with the impression that the
demand was quite a lawful
one and that if they could
persuade their Sinhalese bro-
thers that the right of self
determination was a just one
then, they could achieve
what they wanted.

When the General Elect-
ions of July, 1977, was
followed by the race riots
of August, 1977, certain
quarters attributed the cala-
mity to a demand for a
separate state, but no move
was still made to treat se-
paratist activities as unlawful.
In fact Prime Minister J. R-
Jeyewardene speaking in Par.
fament on [8th August,
1977, in dealing with the
communal disturbances stated
that he was not asking the
T.ULF. to give iup their
demands for a separate state
(Tamil Eelam) but that he
would only caution the leaders
to be more -careful about
what they say. This was part
of the speech which has now

icome to be well-known zs

“Peace or War'' cpeech
{(vide Hansard of August |8th,
1977).

After all this and the ugly
spectacle of a repeat per-
riots
in August 1981, the Govern-
ment entered into a dialogue
with the T.U.LF. on the
question of finding a2 solution
through District  Develop-
ment Councils. Even then,
it was never a prior condi-
tion that the T.U.L.F. Leader
should first give up his de-
mand for a separate State.

On the other hand, in the
Presidential Elections of Oc-
tober, 1982 and the cam-
paign that preceded it, and
also in the campaign in con-
nection with the Referendum
of December, 1982 the

estion
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Government never took up
the position that the demand
for a separate state was-
unlawful, or that the T.U.L.F.
was illegal by virtue of such
a demand. The Government
in fact provided facilities for
championing the demand for
aseparate State in permitt-
ing the Tamil Congress Can-
didate, Mr. G. G. Ponnam-
balam (Ir.) to appear on
television and over the radio
to campaign for a separate
state as the main plank of
his Presidential election cam=
paign-thus continuing to give
the Tamil people and the
entire world that the demand
for a separate state by the
Tamils was being treated as
quite a lawful and permissible
demand.

After permitting the Tamil
people and its leaders to
base their thinking and their
action on a demand
separate state as quite a
lawful matter for almost a
decade, it is neither fair nor
just nor politically wise for
the President or the Govern-
ment to suddenly turn round
and insist on the giving up
of the demand for a separate
State as a prior condition
for any dialogue or negoti-
ations or coference with the
Tamil leaders.

Whatever rsason or ex-
cuse there may be for the
sudden outlawing of the se-
paratist demand, there
be no
ever for insisting on any ex-
press giving up of the de-
mand as a prior condition
before agreeing to sit with

for a

can

Tamil leaders at the con-
ference tabie. One finds it
difficult to understand that

such a condition should have
come from a s awesman of
repute like President J. R.
Jayewardene. Even <x-Prime
Minister Mrs. Srimavo Ban-
daranaike who would nor-
mally have been expected
to exploit the difficulties of
the U.N.P. in power ap-
pealed to him to get on with
the work of negotiations and
dialogue with the Tamils
without such a prior condi-
tion. As reported in ‘‘The
Island” of 10th October,
1983, in the front page,
Mrs. Bandaranike’s position

was clearly stated as follows:

justification whatsor..
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Article 26 of the Univer-
sal Declaration on Human
Rights adopted and proclai-
med by the General Assem-
bly of the United Nations
on December 10, 1948, sets
out the Human Rights with
regard to Education and Hig-
her Education as follows:
“‘l. Everyone has the right

to education. Education
shall be free, at least in
the elementary and funda-
mentzl stages. Elementary
education shall be com-
pulsory. Technical and pro-
fessional education shall be
made generally available and
higher education shall be
equally accessible to all on
the basis of merit.

2. Education shall be directed
to the full development
of the human personality
and te the strengthening
of respect for human rig-
hts and fundamental free-
doms. [t shall promote
understanding, tolerance and
friendship among all nations,
racial or religious groups
and shzll furcther the acti-
vities of the United Na-
tions for the maintenance

of peacs.

3. Parents have a prior right
to choose the kind of
education that shall be
given to their children.”

International

‘Covenants
Article 13 of th nterna-.

tional Covenant on Econo-

mic, Social and Cultural

Rights sets out:

““1. The State Parties to the
present Covenant recog-
nize the right of everyone
to education. They agree
that education shall be
directed to the full deve-
lopment of the human per-
sonality and the sense of
its dignity, and shall st-
rengthen the respect for
‘human rights and funda-
mental -freedoms.  They
further agree that educa-
tion shall enable all per-
"sons to participate effecti-
vely in a free society,
promaote understanding, to-
derancz and friendship among
all nations and all racial,
ethnic or religious groups,
and further the activities
of the United Nations for

B T e ey

Muslims

(Continued from page 8)

General Elections and ensured
the victory of the Party with
an  overwhelming  majority;

COMMENDING the steps
taken by the government to

promote the religious and
cultural advancement of the
Muslim Community and to

appoint Muslims to high posit-
ions like Speakar of Parlia-
ment, Cabinet Ministers, Dis-
tricc. Ministers, Deputy
Ministers, Chairman of Cor-
poraftions e:c. in recoznition
the support extended to
Party by the ™uslims;

of
i

tha

Feel...
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University
Admissions

usly improved.
3. The States Parties to the

the maintence of peace.

2. The States Parties to the
present Covenant recognize
that, with a view to ac-
hieving the full realiza-
tion of this right;

(a) Primary education shall
be compulsory and zvai-
lable free to all;

(b) Secondary education in
its different forms in-
cluding technical and vo-
cational secondary edu-
cation, shall be made
generally available and
accessible to all by ev-
ery appropriate means
and in particular by the
progressive introduction

__of free education; -

c) Higher education shall
be made equally acces-
sible to all, on the basis
of capacity, by every
appropriate means and
in particular by the pro-
gressive Introduction of
free education;

(d) Fundamental
shall be encouraged or
intensified as far as pos-
sible for those persons
who have not received
or completed the whole
period of their primary
education;

(¢) The development of a
system of schools at all
levels shall be actively

_ pursued, adequate fellow-
ship system shall be
establised, and the ma-
terial conditions of tea-
ching staff be continuo-

CONSIDERING the massive
financial aid and employment
opportunities provided to Srj

Lanka by governmants, or-
ganizations  and- individuals
in  Muslim countries due

mainly to the honoured place
given to the Muslim com-
munity by UNP government
in Sri Lanka; :

RECALLING
support given
community for the victory
of the UNP at the DDC
Elections, Presidential Flact-
ions, Referendum, Local Go-
vernm:nt Elections 2nd the

the unstinted
by the Mustim

education

present Covenant under-
take to have respect for
the liberty of parents and
when applicable, legal guar-
diance to choose for their
children schools, other than
those established by the
public authorities, which
conform to such minlmum
educational standards as may
be laid down or approved
by the State and to en-
sure the religious and
moral education of their
children in conformity with
their own convicitons.

by Scrutator

4. No part of this article shall
be construed so as to
interfere with the liberty
of individuals and bodies to
establish and direct edy-
cational institutions, sub-
ject always to the obser-
vance of the principles set
forth in paragaph 1 of this
article and to the requi-
rement that the education
given in such institutions
shall conform to such mini-
mum standards as may be
laid down by the State.”

Responsibility
to protect
Rights

Sri Lanka has ratified both
the International Covznant on
Economic, Social and Culturaij

by—Elections;
RECOGNIZING that Sri
Lanka should continue to be
a Unitary State, the Muslim
Community having expressed
in unequivocal terms their
Opposition to the demands
of the ‘Separatists’,” have
given their fullast suppovrt
to the government in the
emergency situation created
the recent communal dis-
turbances although Muslims
too became the vicrirs of
violence in many pl ces;
REGRETTING  that cince of
late the Muslim comrmunity
appears to be discriminated
against by having to lose some
of the rights and privileges

by

Rights and the Internrtional
Covenant on clvil and political
Rights.

In dealing with these Dec-
larations and Covenants on
various Human Rights, one
may well keep in mind *“‘THE
STRUGGLE FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS" as set out hy Mar-
tin Ennals in a preface to
the International Bill of Huy.
man Rlghts-an Amnesty [n-
ternational publication of July,
1978:

“All of us belong to one
family: mankind. Every mem-
ber of our family has the
same fundamental and equal
rights. Each of us s enti-
tled to have these rights
respected and each of us
has a responisbility to pro-
tect those rights for all
others.

Differences of race, sex,
language and colour do not
change these rights. Nor do
differences of property, social
origin, political ideas or re-
ligious beliefs. Everyone, re-
gardless of who they are and
what they do or think, is
born with human rights.

Yet every day, in country
after country, these rights
are being violated. People
have the right to food: hund-
reds of thousands are stary-
ing. People have the right
to work; millions are unem-
ployed. Please have the rig-
ht to freedom of thought;
tens of thousands are im-
prisoned and tortured for

enjoyed by them as well as
important positions of honcur,
trust and responsibility hither
to held by them on merit

as a matter of right or
reward for their loyalty,
competency and dedication:

THE ALL CEYLON MUS-
LIM LEAGUE, while express-
ing its deep concern, dis-
may and frustration over the
circamstances in which Hon.
M.A. Bakeer Markar ha2d to
the of

resign from office

Speaker of Parliament, Hon.
M.A.M. Abdul Mijeed
Hon. M.L.M. Aboosally had to
resign from the offices they

and

_and dignity of

9

their beliefs. People have
the right to be free from
discrimination; everywhere
racial prejudice is rampant;
the poor are victimised, mino-

rities are denied access to
equal rights.

Each violation of human
rights, wherever it occurs,

is a threat to the welfare
the entire
human family. The protec-
tion of human rights there-
fore is a worldwide respon-
sibility which transcends al
racial, ideological and geo-
graphical boundaries.  This
is the fundamental beljef
which has given birth to the
international struggle for
human rights,

The most widely recogs
nised statement of human
rights is the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Hy-
man Rights. This was adopted
by the United Nations Gene-
ral Assembly on 10 December
1948 ““as a common standard
of achievement for all peoples
and all nations.”’

The declaration has had an
immense impact throughout
the world. Many nations have
enshrined the various articles
of the declaration in their
constitutions and laws. The
declaration is a statement of
principles with an appeal to
‘“‘every individual and every
social organization'’ to pro-
mote and guarantee respect
for the freedoms and rights it
dafines. Member states of
the United Nations had already
pledged themselves to observe
and respect human rights by
adhering to the Charter of
the United Nations.

To give
Legal form

To give legal form to the
Provisions of the declaration,
the United Nations have ado-
pted two international coven-
ants which are lagally binding
upon every pation which be-
comes a party to them.

These are: (a) The Inter-
national Covenant on economic,
sccial and  cultural rights.
(b) The International Covenant
on civil and political rights.

The covenant on civil and
political rights is completed

(Continued on page 11)

held as District Ministers for
Bacticaloa zmd Ratnapura re-
spectively;

RESOLVES to take stock
of the present political situ -
fion ‘in Sri Larkay as it con-
cerns the Muslims and to
appraise H.E. The President -
of the fears entertained by
the Muslims as to what their

future is going to be s,
that the present trend 1o
reduce the Muslim Cem

.munity to the positions of

being mere hewers of wood
and drawers of water may
be arrested,
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The Question ...

(Continued from page 8)
was clearly stated as follows:

““In reply to the question
as to where she disagreeed
with the UNP’s position that
the TULF .must renounce se-
paratism before any talks are
held, Mrs. Bandaranaike said:

Srimavo
Speaks &l

“The TULF must finally re-
nounce separatism but that
need not be before negotia-
tion. Mr. Amirthalingam  ex-
plained his problem and |
_must say that the problem was
found tha position was un=
derstandable. Rightly or wron-
gly, - .though we do not
endorse their views the peo-
ple of the North voted for
a separate state, Qf course
it was good election slogan
for the T.U.LF. But that
is the TULF’s mandate as
he told me. If he were to
turn back on that mandate,
he must get the approval
of at least his party at 2a
conference. But what are
they to tell the conference?
If they get some concrete
offers some practical alterna-
tive proposals, then they can
tell their people, let's con=
sider this, let’s discuss, this
is what is
are going to have an all-
party conference with all
the major parties, UNP, SEEP
etc. and let us at least ne-
gotiate. The TULF can try
to persuade their people.
If you are interested in ne-
gotiations, you . cannot ask
one party to come to the
table after giving up their
main demand.... that’s not
the way to open talks, if
you are serious. We are
all intersted in a political
solution and settlement... not
for the sake of tha Tamils
but for the sake of the
Sinhalese and the Tamils and
the whole country. If you
accept that attitude, they
you must approach in 2 diffe-
rent spirit. This Is a serious
crisis and those who lead
the people must think very,
very seriously and act with
courage and sincerity, you
must be bold and take the
people, the whole country,
into your confidence.  The
Government’s recent conduct
has not inspired any confi-
dence among the Sinhalese
or Tamils".

In an effort to
Promote dialogue

The Citizenship Committee
for National Harmony under
the leadership of Ven. Rat-
nasara, Rev. Fr. Tissa Balasu-
riya of the Centre for Reli-
gion znd Society, and Mr.
Godfr iy Gunatileke of he
Marga Institute, in the re-
commendations to the Go-
vernment published in all
the National Daily Newspa-
pers, referred to this need
for negotiations without prior

offered.... -~ we.

conditions in their year first
recommendation as follows:
(1) The trends towards con-
frontation should be rever-
sed by political dialogue and
negotiations between the
two communities. But the
Government and the TULF,
mindful of their present
constraints, should -argree
to begin negotiations for
a modus vivendi in 2 wni-
ted Sri Lanka = without
insistence on categorical
positions on the part of
either.” ;
Rev. Somasiri Perera, Presi-
dent - of the Sri Lanka Met-
hodist Church, and presently
spokesman. for the National
Christian Council echoed the
same urgent need, in his address

to the Annual Conference
of the. Church as reported
in “The Island” of 22nd

October, 1983. It states:
“The Methodist Presi-
dent noted the cry for sep-
aration ‘is a recent cry’ and
‘is the result of our failure
to find a just solution’. The
only answer to terrorism,
violence and the cry for
separatlon was a just and
fair solution through pea=
ceful negotiation and dia-
logue -and this has to be
done immediately’, he
osaid’.

The Government must™ get-

on with the negotiations and
succeed this time. The coun-
try cannot afford a failure.

Aftermath of
Delhi talks

The latest press report
from Delhi still reflected an
unfortunate state of affairs.
Both the President who s
attending the Commonwealth
Conference, and the T.U.L.F.
leaders who are flying be-
tween Delhi and Madras, ap-
pear to be Issuing statements
which indicate that each side
is fighting shy of meeting the
other although they are na-
tionals of the same country.
The. people of this country,
Sri Lanka, are bound to con-
sider it a crying shame that
while each of the two par-
ties concerned have no hesita-
tion in welcoming the good
offices of a foreign’ though
friendly neighbour, each does-
not find it feasible or com-
fortable to deal with teach
other directly.

Reduced to a formula, if
Mr. J.R. Jayewardene can have
dialogue with Mr, Parthasara-
thy or Mrs. Indira Gandhi
without any prior conditions,
and if Mr. Amirthaingam can
talk to Mr. Parthasarathy or
Mrs. Gandhi, also without any
prior conditions, why cannot
Mr. J. R. Jayewardene and
Mr. Amirthalingam talk
each other without any prior
conditions? To do other-
wise would be leading the
dialogue into a reductio ad
absurdum as far as prior
cnaditions are concernrd.

t.O‘

Mr. S. Nadesan Q. C.:

The inner cover page of
a Civll Rights Movement pub-
lication of October 1981,
under the title THE FRAN-
CHISE, in connection with the
Golden Jubilee of Universal
Franchise — 1931 to 1981,
contains the following state-
ment on the role played by
Mt. S. Nadesan, Q. C., asa
defender of Human Rights.
This brief passage runs as
follows:-

““This year marks yet ano-
ther golden jubilee. On 7th
October 1981 S. Nadesan Q.
C., founder member of CRM,
completes fifty years of pract
ice at the Bar.

CRM rejoices in S. Nade-
san’s extraordinary record of
half a century of vigorous
defence of human rights both
before the courts and tribu-
nals of our country and in
other ways such as in the
Senate, in the Bar Council,
and through his writings and
publications. It places on
record its appreciation of his
unique and continuing contri-
bution.”

effective, the need does arise
of safeguarding not only the
interests of other citizens in
so far as their right to reput-
ation is concerned but also of
ensuring that the freedom of
speech shall not be used for
the purpose of subverting the
organised civil government of
the day.

In" the case of american
Communication  Associations
Vs. Dodds (1950) 339 V. S.
382, 94 Law Edition 925 to
927, the Supreme Court of
America has observed:

‘*“Freedom of Speech, press-
and assembly are dependent
upon the power of Constitu-
tional Government to survive.
If it is to survive it must have
power to protect itself against
unlawful conduct and under
certain circumstances against
incitements to commit unlawful
acts. Freedom of speech
does not comprehend the right
to speak on any subject at any
time."”’

Mr. Nadesan also quoted
the following passages from
the paragraphs of written

CHAMPION

OF HUMAN

RIGHTS

Mr. S. Nadesan is presently
engaged in fighting a case over
the closure of 2 press in the
North.

Mr. S. Nadesan

on Freedom of Speech
and Freedom of the
Press.

in the written submissions
by Mr. Nadesan, Q.C., to the
Supreme Court in 2a recent
press closure case the follow-
ing extracts on the Freedom
of Speech and the Press Is
worth noting:

“The freedom of speech
and expression is an essential
pre-requisite for the purpose
of successfully working demo-
cratic institutions. If demo-
cracy refers to a form of
government which is to be
conducted by means of an
organised pubiic opinion, any
clog or fetter that may be
imposed on the citizen’s right
to express themselves on
public  questions, virtually
would amount to preventing
effectively the formation of
that very opinion which is the
admitted basis for the working
of 2 democratic government.
But although the freedom to
express oneself ought to be
freely granted, care has also
to be taken to see that the
freedom is not abused. In this
modern age of ours when the
means available for the disse-
mination of information and
opinion are so widespread and

snbmissions on behelf of Mr.
J. R. Jayewardene himself in
the course of the Supreme
Court Press Bill case when
Mr. Jayewardene was Leader
of the Opposition. Mr. Nade-
san submitted that these pass-
ages set out correctly the
legal principles regarding free-
dom of expression and publi-
cation including freedom of
the press as inuntiated in seve-
ral important cases:
(a) The freedom of the press
is the essence of liberty
and this is the source of all
other liberties. If this free-
dom is suppressed, restrained
or controlled, then the foun-
dation for autocracy is laid,
(b) There are two priorities
involved in the concept of
freedom of speech namely.
(i) the source from which
the communication issues
and (ii) perhapsthemore
important are the recipi-
ent of the communication.
The freedom to express
one’s thoughts is confined toa
few compared to the wider
circle to which the freedom of
expression is extended in so
far as the recipient is concer-
ned, namely, the community.
(c) Itisin the freedom of

the recipient that bublic
opinion has its birth. The
press provides the data by
which such opinions find their
fuliest expression= Therefore
it is man’s right as the ricipi-
ent of information to look to

as many sources of information
as he likes; and it is equally
the duty of the press which
provides the information to
seek it from as many sources
as possible. If however the
sources of informaticn become
concentrated in one or restric-
ted to a few bodies, then the
formation of ideas is limited.
It is in such ' circumstances
only proper that the source .of
information available to ‘the
public = should be eniarged
rather than restricted; there-
fore there can beno justificat-
ion for interference with the
freedom of the press.
(d) In._a free society, the
victory of per uasion
over force could be ensured
and achieved only by permitt-
ing public . discussion.
Mr. H. W. Jayewardene
Q. C., on Freedom
of the Press

Two other eminent Counsel,
Mr. H. W. Jayewardene, Q C.
and Mr. H. L. de Silva, Senior
Attorney-at-law, have in the
submissions they made to the
Constitutional Court, on the
Press Council Bill, 1973,
drawn pointed attention to-
certain aspects of Freedom of
the Press. Mr. Jayewardene,
Q. C., submitted:

““It is submitted that ina

wSystem of government based

on universal suffrage bot
issuer and recipient of infor-
mation express themselves.
through the ballot. In such
a system there is always a
tendency on the part of those
in power who wish to main-
tain their positicn of power, te
control the publication of data
and opinion. because it might
ultimately affect their tenure.
Therefore, it is not uncom-
mon to see those in power
hedging themselves in with
restrictlons on the publication
of data which would be the
bssis for the formation
of public opinion."”

Mr. H, L. de Silva, Senior
Attorney-at-Law, in his sub-
missions referred to the diffi-
culties that Newspapers face:
on deciding what is ‘‘the
truth”’.

“‘Philosophers and poets;.
publicists and propagandists,
and even politicians, have
through the ages expounded
what in their view is the
truth or what is proper and:
seemly or moral. But each
has taught and advocated
his own view of what is the
truth. Each has'had his own
conception of the moral ex-
cellence that satisfies stan=
dards of good conduct. If
freedom of expression s

guaranteed by the Consti-
tution, how can the Press
Council decide for the news-

paper what is the ‘“‘truth’”
‘““proper’’?

or what is

o,
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OF JUDICIAL

INDEPENDENCE

at
BMICH
by acting Chief Justice
S. SHARVANANDA

and Judge
Just next door to the Court, and Magistrate Court reminder to all concerned WIMAL :
Cathedral of Christ the Liv- Judges. Present also were that our judges are no crea- WICKREMASOO ;
RIA

ing Saviour, where less than
two months ago eloquent
tributes were paid to that
dauntless fighter for human
rights, the late Bishop Laks-
hman Wickremasinghe, there
~gathered together a3t the
BMICH, men, who, by virtue
of their position, could con-
tribute much to make Sri
Lanka a. place really worth
living in. They are the men
who dispense justice in this
country.

The year end Annual Con-
ference of the Judicial Ser-
vices Association has always
been 2 notable event. This

year the Conference held on
Friday 9th December, 1983
was particularly important,

by reason of the open declara-
tion of ludicial Independence
by acting Chief Justice S. Shar-
vanznda who gave the keynote
address and by the President
of the Association Mr. Wimal
Wickremasuriya, who made a
fighting speech in his welcome

Present on the

were Supreme Court, Appeal
Court, High Court, District

‘The condition
upon which God
hatk given
liberty

to man is
eternal
vigilance’

It we have chosen as a
title to this article only
the name  without the
‘Right Reverend’, it is because
the late Lakshman Wickre—
masinghe was much more

then a dignitary of the
Anglican Church. ke was
above all a2 human being

whose humanity never failed
to touch and influence
those he came into contact
with. He was second to
none in championing the cause
of human and civic rights in
Sri Lanka.

Raised his voice

Repatedly
It was the same inborn
response to the suffer-

ings of humanity that made
him raise his voice repea-
tedly whenever he became
aware of oppression or
injustice. This was why few
men particularly from  the
South could be said,

oceasion

. workers in

Mr. Nissanka Wijeratne, the
Minister of Justice and Mr.
Shelton Ranaraja Deputy Min-
ister.

Question of
Judicial Independence

Certain developments in
recent years induding the
emergence of a powerful

Presidential Executive, anb the
existence of an overwhelm-
ing majority of the govern-
ing party in the legislature
have tended to bring the
question of judicial indepen-
dence to the forefront of
public attention-

It is to thecredit of the
legal profession that at the
first hint of iatimidation of
Judges, the Bar Association
led by its President Mr. Her-
man J.C. Perera rallied to the
defence of the Judiciary in
no uncertain manner. The
statement of Acting Chief
Justice S. Sharvananda and the

Servige Association, President
Mr. Wimal Wickremasuriya
therefore constitute a timely

to command both the respect
and affection of the Tamil
people whom he never fai-
led to regularly visit apd
console during the days of
their greatest tribulations.
Yet, though he raised his
voiee repeatedly to protest
against the violence meted
out to the Tamils in the
Race Riots of 1977, 1981
and 1983, he never failed
at the same time to direet

tures either of the Execu-
tive or of Parliament aud that
they intend to dispense Jus
tive without fear or favour.
This has also been the theme
of comments made by Justice
Ratwatte before retirement
and the thrust of Chief
Justice Neville Samarakone’s
speeches on several occasions.

Yet one might keep in
mind the favourite quotation
of Bishop Lakshman Wickre-
masinghe with which Civil
Rights lawyer Mr. Desmond
Fernando concluded his funer-
al oration on 25th October,
1983.

““The condition upon
which God hath given liber-
ty to man is eternal vigi-
lence.”’

Slave to only our
Conscience

Addressing the Conference
Mr. Wickremasuriya, the

Services Association

Judicial
upholds the indepndence of
the Judiciary and said:

of Tamil plantation workers.
Only the ‘Catholic Messenger’
had the courage to publish it
in its issue of Sunday, 3rd
July, 1977, under . the
caption ‘‘Mste out Justice
to Plantation =~ Workers™'.
The signatories  included,
besides the Right Rev. C.

Lakshman  Wickremasinghe,
Bishop of Kurunegala, five
other Bishops of various

denominations.

.declared that the-

‘‘The talking point today
appears to be the indepen-
dence of the judiciary and
the President of  this
Association, | have the
authority of and 1 cleim to
voice the sentiments of the
members of the entire
association,

“For myself and among
us members, there has not
been for a moment any
intention to abdicate our
independent way of thinking
and judging to extraneous
influence.

“We shall and we wilI
continue to be slave to
only our consicence and act
in terms of its dictates.
This is how it is, how it
should be, and how it
will be.”

(The text of Acting
Chief Justice Sharvananda’s
keynote address to the

" Judicial Services Associa-
tion will appear in our
nxet issue,)

in August, 1977, within 2
month of the change of
Government.

Bishop Lakshanan Wickre-
masinghe’s reaction to the
‘Race Riots’ of 1977, 1981
and 1983 will be serialised
in subsequent isswes of ‘THE
CINTA JOURNAL’.

Mr. Desmond Fernando
was elected Secretary of the
C.RM. the same day Bishop
Wickremasinghe was elected

LAKSHMAN

WICKREMASINGHE

his thought, speech and
action towards peace and
communal harmeny. Perhaps,
that was why he was able
to command a hearlng any-
where in Sri Lanka or for that
matter anywhere abroad.

It was the same huma-
nity that led him in asso-
ciation with  five other
Bishops of  the National
Christian Courcil, to submit
a Memorandum to the Prime
Minister, ' Mrs.  Srimavo
Bandaranaike, early in 1977,
on the plight of Tamil
the plantation
sector-resulting from  the
way in which the land alien-
ation process and  the
rationalisation of  estates
was displacing farge numbers

They cautioned with pro-
phetic foresight: ‘““The recent
shooting of werkers on
Devon Estate folowed by the
bootlng, arson and  physical

violence at Sanquhar anmd
Delta Estate indicate the
insecurity and fear which

vhese Tamil estate workers
face. A pattern of commue
naly motivated terrerism in
certain areas appears to be
evident. We  cannet but
condemn such acts of ter-
rorism. If corrective meas-
ures are not taken soon,
the resultant sufferings and
destruction will have one
consequence on the nation’
What they fearad unfor-
tunately proved true in the
tragedy that Sri Lanka faced

Chairman in 1978 and they
had worked together since
then. '
What we publish below is
am extract of .a fitting tri-
bute to him by the Secre-
tary of the Civil Rights Move-

memt of Sri Lanka. Mr.:
Desmond Fernando on
25th October, 1983 at the
prayer service held at the

Cathedral of Christ the Living
Saviour prior to the funeral:

‘“To the office of Chair-
man of CRM he brought those
qualities of personality for
which he is well known—moral
and spiritual courage; per-
sonal honour, intellectual in-
tegrity and a deep and abid-
ing concern for human suf-

(Continued on page 12)

Right to..,

(Continued from page 9)

by an Optional Protocol which
provides individuals with the
possibility for making compla-
ints if they believe these
rights have been violated.

The two covenants and the
optional protocol eame into
force in early 1976. By early
1978, almost 50 natlons had
become parties to‘them. The
General Assembly of the Wni-
ted Nations has repeatedly
encouraged all its member
states to do likewise.

All governments should try
progressively to improve the
living conditions of their
citizens. For example, they
should try to guarantee the
right to work, the protection
of the family and the right to
social security, education and
health care, They should do
this without discrimination of
any kind. The states which
ratify the covenant on econo-
mic, social and cultural rights
agree to implement these rights
and to submit progress reports

regularly to  the United
Nations.
Fair trial
tor all

All - goveraments . should
protect the life, liberty and
security of their citizems.

They should guarantee that no
one is enslaved and that no
one is subjected to arbitrary
arrest and detention or to
torture. Everyone is to be

lglven a fair trial. The right

to freedom of thought, cons-
cience and religion and to
freedom of expression is to
be protected.

The covenant on civil and
political rights establishes an
18 Member Human Rights
Committee which receives
compulsory reports from all
states bound by the covenant.
Complaints about states viola-
ting the covenant may be
submitted to the committee
by other states where the
complaining state and the state
complained against have decla-
red their willingness to accept

this procedure. Individuals
may make complaints if their
nation is a party to the

Optional Protocol,

In this way, individual
governments  volunteer to
become accountable to an
international body for protec-
ting the human rights of their
own citizens. This is a princi-
ple which needs to be extended
in practice until it embraces
the entire world. :

Nowhere in the community
of nations should there be a
place woere human rights can
be denied to anyone. No-
where in the human family
should there be anyone who is
ignorant of those rights.
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Parthasarathy’s

Role in

Sri Lankan Politics

The part played by India
and its Special Envoy, - Mr. G.
Parthasarathy, since the out-
brake of the anti-Tamil July/
August, 1983. Riots,' has
been the subject of public
statmants and private comme-
nts at almost ali levels in Sri
Lanka.

One look at the Map of the
Indian Ocean littoral explains
why the geo-politcs of the
region  practically compels
india to take a greater inter-
est in Sri Lanka than is done
by any other country. Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister
of india, put the whole indian
approach to Sri Lankain a
nutshell when shesaid ‘‘India
is not just nny country’’.

Neverthless there is no
sadder commentary on the
political bankruptcy of both
Sinhaiese and Tamil leaders
than that they should have
found it necessary to have
the good officies of an Envoy,
no matter how distinguished,
af any country however frien-
dly it may be, to help in sett-
ling the problems between the
two communities who have
been living for centuries in Sri
Lanka itself.

The Sinhalese-Tamil ethnic
conflict had become a major
problem more than a quarter
century ago. But, instead of

sustained effort to deal with
the problem, what we have
had were hurriedly made
pacts promoted by one party
in power and soon broken
in the face of protest by the
other predominently Sinhalese
based party in oppostion.

It was only after the
Tamils. driven by three
decedes of dilly-dallying, were
pushed by unremedied grievan-
ces into demanding a separate
state, that the United Natio-
nal Party, led by Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene, saw the reality
of the problem, recognised
what was behind the Eelam
demand in his Eiection Mani-
fasto of 1976, and indicated
the U. N. P.’s intention of
calling an all-party conference
if returned to power.

It was a pity that while the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party regi-
me, from 1970 to {977,
carried on as if the Tamil pro-
blem did not exist, and drove
the Tamils to demand a sepa-
ra.e state the U.N.P Govern-
ment since 1977 made a show
of Commissions, Committees,
Dialogues and only after three
race riots accepted the afl-party
conference approach to deal
with Tamil problems.

And now we are faced with
an unconcealed interest in the
problem from fhe big brother

Some...

(Continped fron page 1)

indulge in recriminations or
in unnecessary criticism.

Mr. Amirthalingam and his
colleague, Mr. Sivasithampa-
ram (Nallur MP) are two of
the ablest debators in parlia-
ment. But debating skill
alone is far from adequate
either to achieve liberation
or to solve any political
problem of a minority in a
reasonable way.

Fortunately Mr. Amirthalin-
gam is also the most know-
ledgeable politician in  Sri
Lanka as regards the pro-
blems and difficulties of Sri
Lankan Tamils. He can and
must play an important role
in any negotiated settlement
of the Tamil problem that
is being urged by almost all
political parties today.

Mr. Amirthalingam’s  own
knowledge and experience
should stand him in good

stead but he will need the
support of the Tamil com-
munity to strengthen him
in negotiations. What s

wanted on both sides of the
negotiation table is not go-
betweens or constitutional ex-
perts but an honest desire
to settie a problem which
has been neglected for far
too long and which succes-
sive governments have been
dilly dallying with.

Mr. Amiralingam must know
by now what is the real
interests of the people who
placed their faith in him in July
1977. Al that is needed
is true courage to make
decisions, he really believes
is .best for the people. In
other words, he must func-
tion as a real [eader. It
may be necessary to consult
those who are rightly and
genuinely concerned about
the Tamils. It is unneces-
sary and disastrous to per-
mit private family conside-
rations or mudalali influence
to determine political moves
and attitudes.

The Tamil
Sri Lanka has suffered enough.
Let no Tamil contribute to
that suffering any = more.

Printed at Kalanilaya Atchaham 303, K. K. S. Read, Joffna

for the qulishers- Ceylon Institute of Naticnal
Affairs, 78/1, Ward Place, Colombo 7 on Decembsr éth {983, !

and Tamij

cammunity - in -

across Palk Strait, This was
inevitable. Fortunately, almost
everyone of the major pariies,
including the S. L. F. P., C. P.
and the L. S. S.P. have all
adopted a very responsible

and realistic attitude welcom-
ing the friendly good offices
of India in helping to bring
the two parties within Sri Lan-
ka together to solve the Tamil
problem.

The question of relief and
rehabilitation of thousands
of victims of the fourth and

worst ‘‘Race riots’” since
Independence is one that requi
res the continuous and
honest attention ofall those
concerned above all the
! Gevernment, which _ today
in Sri Lanka as in most

other countries controls al-
most ' every aspect of a
man’s life. Piece-meal mea-
sures are not going to be
of much help. What is wan
ted is a well thought
policy worked out by those
who look upon the victims
as their own people (and
not as foreign enemies) and
carried out by officials who
are really interested in wor-
king the measures decided
on.

Relief and rehabilitation
will naturally depend on the
category of persons to which
the victims belong.

The problems of the
various categories of victims

will be dealt with In our
nexr issue.
The case of employees

of the Government, Corpo-
rations and Mercantile
sector is being handled by
the Co-ordinating Commi-
ttee for Displaced Emplo-

{yees (Refugees)

President: Mr. K. Rajasing
ham

Secretary: Mr. I. T. Sam
bandan
The Committee . has

drawn the attention of the
Government and Mr. Brad-
man Weerakoon to certain
aspects of their problems

larising out of their unfor-

{ tunate experiences, fears of
insecurity, attempts to inti-
{midate, lack of  housing

and lodging facilities.

The Committee asked
1) tha: employees com-

~ VICTIMS
OF RACIAL
VIOLENCE

It is a pity that Sinha-
fese and Tamil leaders co-
uld not get together
to solve a domestic prob-
lem without any outside
help. In fact, it reflects
the extent of the tragedy
that leaders on both sides
should have gone to India
and made open declarations
that they have no inten-

- tion of meeting each other

there as if it was desira-
ble that they should avoid
each other.

It is time that both
sides, and particularly the
Government put aside all

put aside all finsistence on
formalities and couragously
took what false prestige
to deal directly with the repre-
sentatives of the Tamil people
and settle what has long been
calling for a solution.

pleting 20 years of service
be permitted to retire if
over 45 years of age

2) transfers to  the

North and the East.

The Committee felt that
Mr. Bradman Weerakoon
was appreciative of  [their
difficulties and Problems
theseproposals are now be-
fore the Cabinet for consi-
deration but the matter
remains unsettled.

Laksman...

(Continued from pagell)

ferings and human dignity.
“His commitment was deep
and passionate, but his jud-
gement was never clouded
by emotion. Every issue was
subjected to his rigorous
intellectual scrutiny. He was
meticulous in his search for
truth and in his search for
a clear and moderate man-
ner of expressing that truth.
“It . was Bishop Lakshman’s
fate to hold the office of
Chairman of CRM during
the greatest assault on the
freedom and dignity of the
human person in"" recent
history. Bishop - Lakshman
was a great  patriot and
recent events brought him
deep grief. His anguished
concern for the tragedy
that befell our country in
July and August, at which
time he was abroad, moved
him to visit Jaffna as soon
as he returned to Sri Lanka,

an experience which took
great toll on him.
Mr. Desmond  Fernando

conciuded the tribute with
one of Bishop Lakshman's
favourite quotations.

““The condition upon which
God hath given liberty to
man is eternal vigilence.”

About
CINTA
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memoranda on matters
affecting the nation and
the Tamils as for example-

The plight of planta-
tions and Land Refor-|
ms;

The question of Uni-
versity Admission and
standardisation;

Proposals for Consti~
tutional Changes;

District Development
Councils;

Representations to the
Commission of Inquiry
into the August 1977 in-
cidents;

Problems - of the July
1980 strikers;

Memoranda to orga-
nizations like the Inter-
national Commission of
Jurists and the Common-
wealth Conference;

The Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act:

The Institute also asso-
ciates itself with other or-
ganizations like-

The Marga Institute;

The Centre for Reli-
gion and Society and
Citizens’ Committee for
__national harmony;

’ Sarvodaya_ -

to promote matters of
common interest. In all
these matters CINTA ac-
ted as an opi-
nion maker, ventilating
grievances and to ensure
justice being done.

One serious limitation
the Institute has had is that
most of its members have
been and are men busy in
their own fields of work,
while the affairs of CINTA
require time and sustained
effort.

Though the Institute had
during its existence put
out several valuable pa-

pers and memoranda,
a number of members
including the President

have felt the need for a
regular Periodical, Jeurnal
or Bulletin to deal with
Nationaliand Tamil Affairs,
especially on matters which
tend to be overlooked by
the ordinary national daily
newspapers.

At a recent meeting of
the Board of Management
of CINTA with the Pre-
sident Mr. V. Manicavasa-
gar in the chair, it was un-
animously resloved to au-
thorise Mr. Underwood|
Manivasagan to bring out
a CINTA Journal... hav-
ing regard to (a} the ob-
jects of CINTA as stated
in its Constitution; (b)
the Laws of the country
in particular the recent
6th Amendment and any
Censorship Regulations
that may be in force; (c)
the assistance from ~ any
soutce (whether. organizat-
ion or person) which will
enable him to carry out
the project. oLl
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