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iolence

Few will question the fact
that ethnic violence which
first burst on Independent
Ceylon shortly after the
change of Government in
1956, steadily worsened race
__relation in this Island there-

after. Under the United Na-

‘tional  Party administration,
in spite of the Dharmista po-
licies of President J R.Jaye-
wardene, ethnic violence rea-
ched a crescendo in the peak’
years of 1977. 1981 and
1983 July saw racist attacks
on the Tamils at its worst.

YOUTH VIOLENCE

it is true that chere has
also been the violence asso-
ciated ~with the group known
as ‘‘terrorists’’. Their vio-
fence has been directed since
1977 against Government
Security Forces and Police and
lpﬁbli: property selecting their
victims without any regard
to race. In this respect it
might be useful to remem-
ber the statement of the
Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr. Runcie recently when he
quoted the late Martin Lu-
ther King to say: .

‘“Behind almost every act
of terrorism lies some unre-
medied grievance’’.

This probably also expiains
why Cabinet Minister Mr. S.
Thondaman found that in In-
diaj particularly Tamil Nadu,
.people tended to  look on
the persons Sri Lanka treats
as terrorists ‘‘as men fight-
ing oppressicn’”’  (Interview
with Mr. Mervyn de Silva of
the Lanka Guardian® Ist No-
vember, [983).

More recently Father Tissa
‘Balasooriya also echoed similar

“Ceylon
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sentiments at a two-—day Se-

- minar held at the Marga In-

stitute on 29-30th Novem-
ber, 1983. He said that it
would be foolish to dismiss
youth violence as mere mad-
ness. Making the point that

while violence had to be de-

plored and condemned, when
for a period of about 10
years, a number of youths
were willing to sacrifice their
lives and bid good-bye to
the pursuit of a career and
to normal life with their
dear ones at home, he held
the view that this showed
that there was something
wrong with society and the
causes had to be examined.

Violence already at work
early in 1983, especially at
Trincomalee, soon escalated
into the ethnic explosion of
July, 1983. The vioience of
July=August, 1983, was diffe-
rent in several ways from
those in earlier years. It
rocked Sri Lanka as communal
disturbances had never done
before and the reverbera-
tions shook neighbouring India
too. Never before had assa-
ults on Tamils the appearance
of such careful and systematic
planing where there the kill-
ings were swift and the de-
struction of property com-
plete.

A number of features con-
formed to the same pattern
as in the previous anti-Tamil
riots of * 1981, 1977 and
even [958.

Special Features of July
1983 Ethnic Violence.

What was also new this
time was the nature of the
reactions of various Govern=

Institute for

ment authorities and even some
Cabinet Minister who did
not hesitate to look like the
really aggrieved parties. The
1983 racist hurricane was
strong enough to blow the
entire group of Tamil Par-

liamentarians in the Opposi-

tion clean out of Parliament

landing many of them across
Palk Strait in India itself.

The hot wind that con-
tinued to blow also produced
constitutional changes of the
utmost importance, especially
the 6th Amendment. It also
changed the fortunes of a
number of political parties.

The Sri Lanka Freedom
Party with only 8 seats in
Parliament but . backed by
nearly 40 9/ of the country’s
popular vote finally provided
anew Leader of Opposition
in young Anura Bandaranaike,
the son of two Prime Min-
siters and the youngest to
hold that office. :

it saw the outlawing in
effect of the main political
Party in the Opposition In
Parliament, namely, the Tamil
United Liberation Front, which
was the only Party of the
Sri Lankan Tamils in the
legislature. The July 1983
events also let to the pro-
scription of two parties which,
though small in numbers,
were very active in the
political field and wielded
strong influence among youths
in the country; they were
the lanatha Vimukthi Pera-
muna or the J.V.P. of Ro-
hana Wijeweera, and Nava
Lanka Sama Samaja Party or

_ (Continued on page 2)

National

Anura

lashes out at

Rajadurai

The publicised request of

the T.U.L.F. Leader, Mr.
Amirthalingam, to C.W.C.
Chief, Minister Thondaman

(3rd Member of Parliament
for Nuwara Eliya—Maskeliya),
to look after the interest
of Tamils in Parliament ap-
pears to have had its effect
on the new 2nd Member of
Parliament for Nuwara Eliya
Maskeliya. In his new role
as the Leader of the Op-
position he was able in the
course of the Budget debate
to intervene in respect of
the Tamil problem and he
did so effectively.

®

in the S.L.F.P., Mr. Lakshman

words in Parliament on Mr.
Rajadurai’s conspicuous failure
to do anything meaningful in
respect of several matters
of importance to the Tamils.
They chargedfhim with there-
by contributing to the wor-
sening of the Tamil problem.

Minister Rajadurai had been
the silver —tongued Tamil
orator of the Federal Party
who entered Parliament in
1956 and has remained there
for more than quarter of a
century campaigning first for
a Federal State and later for
a Separate State of Tamil
Eelam., He entered the pre-
sent Parliament as first mem-
ber for Batticaloa on the
T.U.L.F. ticket, though the
T.U.L.F. boss, Mr. Amirtha-
lingam in a strange move
fielded another candidate, the

poet Kasi Ananthan, under
the Federal Party label for
double
Constituency.

the same member

This move was unsuccess-
ful but it no doubt ‘helped
to alienate Mr. Rajadurai from
the T.U.L.F. It did not take-
him long to leave the T.U.L.F.

k

‘and AiI

Both he and his colleague

Jayakody, did not mince their,

‘cause is

When a politician resigns
from his political ‘party it
does not necessarily involve
his abandoning the principles,
policies or programmes 'which
he had espoused at the time
he contested the elections.
But when the successful mem-
ber of Parliament resigns from
his ‘party and, in fact, joins
another party whose princis
ples or programmes are dia-
metrically opposed’ to the
one he left, one would have
expected the member con-
cerned to resign his seat and
if possible re-contest on the
new party label. Vhat Mr.
Rajadurai did was to cross
over tou the U.N.P., the
governing party, and accept
a Ministerial post.

The most charitable way
of looking at his performance
is to think that Mr. Raja-
durai joined the U.N.P. and
accepted a Cabinet Post in
order to advance the cause
of the Separate State of
Tamil” Eelam  which he had
earlier espoused so eloquently
by pursuading both President
Jayawardene and his U.N.P.
followers with his Tamil or-
atory. We do not know how
long that hope survived but
it must certainly have ended
with  the 6th Amendment.
There is 2 well known saying
about Prophet Mohammed and
the Mountain. Mr. Rajadurai’s
achievement has been in the
reverse direction. If Mr.
Rajadurai showed a reluctance
to go to the Palmyrah North,
at least he has been able
to take the Palmyrah to the
South. That is what he is
doing at Hambantota.

Mr. Rajadurai’s political
career Is one more example
that = mere silver—tongued or-
atory is inadequate to bring
relief to the people whose
being championed
though it might bring bene-

fits to the orator himself.
!
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THE EVELYN RUINAM "
INSTITUTE FOR

INTER - CULTURAL STUDIES

As you cross the rail-
way line close to the Koku-
vil Station, moving away
from Balasingham Hall of
the Jaffna University Cam-
pus, and turn to the right
down University Lane, you
will come face to face with
a tall majestic building. It
is circled by imposing, rou-
nded columns that remind
you of ancient Greece and
Rome or of the Asokan Pil-
lar. This building houses
the Evelyn Rutnam Institute
for Inter-Cultural Studies,
Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

In Memory
of Evelyn

The Institute was foun-
ded by Dr. James T. Rut-
nam a *Sri Lankan” Tamil
and a native of Manipay
(Jaffna) in memory of his
beloved wife, Evelyn nee
Wijayaratne, a Sinhalese
lady of Colombo, for the
promotion of cultural ~stu—
dies. It was made possible
by the personal interest and
financial help of their child-
ren, Rajah, Indrani, Chandran,
Jayam, Eeswary, Denis, Pad-
mini and George. It cost
Dr. James T. Rutnam and
his family around 2 million
rupees to build and house
this Institute here at a
time when voluntary asso-
ciations . and individual cont-

“.all met on a

always felt when he was
surreunded by books thro-
wing light on varions. matt—
ers which occupied his tho-
ught and led him to write

on. This had earned him
a Doctorate from  the
University of Jaffna. Apart

from many monographs ' and

Articles to his credit, Dr.
James T. Rutnam has  just
completed a  monumental

work on the life of Alexan—
der lJohnston, the third
Chief Justice of Ceylon. It
took him many years of

assiduous research to pro-
duce this.

The Evelyn Rutnam ins—
titute is ‘‘a non-profit ma-
king Institution and its
object is to provide faci-
lities for the study “‘of
inter-cultural relations to—

wards the promotion of un-
derstanding - and fellowship.
The insitute is particularly
interested in the study of
past and present  cultures
and in the promotion of
exchange of knowledge rela-
ting to such cultures.”
The key to the under-
standing of this —object ~of
the Institute is to be found
in 2 statement in Dr. Rutman’s

Presidential address to the
HUMANIST SOCIETY OF
SRI LANKA on the |6th of

December, 1969, when he

said:

footing

of equality and

broke

bread together.”

ributions to promote social
cultural and  educational,
progress in the North, leave
much to be desired.

The project was concei-
ved by Dr. Rutnam on the
death of his wife, Evelyn
in 1964. The foundation
stone of the Institute’s
building was laid on 28th
October, 1979, by Profe—
ssor Howard Wriggins, the
Ambassador of the U.S. A,
in Sri Lanka. It was forma-
lly inaugurated by his suc-
cessor on |0th May [981.

Truth and Love—
The Motto

The Motto of the Institute
in Tamil is “UNMAYUM
ANBUM'  which  transla—
ced in to English mean
“TRUTH and’LOVE". What
moved Dr. James T. Rut-
nam into this achievement
was not only the loving
memory of his wife who
passed away in 1964, but
also his love of learning
and the deep’satisfiction he

‘*We believe in the evolu=
tion and the progressive
amalgamation of the cultural
heritage of Man, which we
maintain " does not exclusively

" belong to any single group

or sect. indeed, we claim
that we are the heirs of
all the Ages’.
Heirs to the
R R T R S
National Legacy

Mr. Sansoni in his Report
on the Presidential Commis-
sion of Inquiry into the
August — September, 977

incidents referred to what
Dr. James T. Rutnam had to
say. Referring to Dr. Paul
Caspersz and Dr. James T.
Rutnam, two historians who
‘*have also spoked of the affi-
nity which had long existed
between .the ancient religions
and races of Sri Lanka,”’ he
concluded with what Dr. Jlames
T. Rutnam had recently said:

*“We are all heirs to the
national legacy of Sri Lanka.
We find Buddhist monuments
in Jaffna; we also find Hindu

shrines and temples through-
out the island. Some of the
greatest  Buddhists were
Tamils.”

| - Nesan

The membership of the
Institute is open to scholars
of all nationalities interested
in its aims. It has a grow=
ing Library which includes
very valuable and rare publi-
cations as well as unpublished
manuscripts, mainly relating
to Sri Lankan studies. The
facilities available at the In-
stitute include a Guest Room

for visiting scholars. It also
has a Seminar Room.

Broke Bread
Together’

The Institute is adminis.
tered by a Director guided
by a Board of Trustees. Dr-
K. Indrapala, Professor of
History at the University of
Jaffna, is the Director. The
Board of Trustees has for
its Chairman, Mr. V. Mani-
cavasagar, Chancellor of the
University of Jaffna, who is
also the President of CINTA
(Sri Lanka Institute of Nation-
al and Tamil Affairs). Among
those on the Board are Pro-

(Continued on page 11)
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the N.L.S.S.P. of Vasudeva
Nanayakkara.

Foreign Media and
Tarnished Image’

News of -the ethnic - vio-
lence of 1983 was accom-
panied by local press re-
ports of the unusual manner
in which the foreign media
of the normally friendly We-
stern democracies, and par-
ticularly of neighbouring India,
reported and  commented
upon the July—-August, 1983,
incidents in Sri Lanka.

This greatly disturbed both

the Government and many
Sinhala Buddhist Organiza-
tions as having seriously

‘‘tarnished the image of Sri
Lanka’’. It in fact moved the
Ministry of State into a
series of easy to read pu-
blications in an atttempt to
undo the damage.

The Tamil victims of ethaic
violence this time also reacted
to the 3rauma somewhat
differently than they had done
before. After the race riots
of 1958 a veteran journalist,

Tarzie Vitatchi, had in his
Emergency ‘58 posed the
question whether this was

the parting of the ways bet-
ween the Sinhalese and the
Tamils of Sri Lanka.

The ugly memories of that
year had begun fade some-
what in the 1960’s and the
early 1970's until it hap-
pened again in 1977. A re-
tired District Judge, Mr. S.
Thambithurai, who gave sworn
evidence before Sansoni Com=
mission, in answer to a ques-
tion from Mr. Sansoni, ex=
claimed in sorrow:

“From 1958 to August
1977 most of us have been

Year...

llving in high hopes that
the parting of ways would
not come. | had hoped that

we could live in contented
unity as one nation. The
events of 1977 has driven

me to think that what was
apprehended by Mr. Tarzie
Vitatchi in - 1958 has be-
come an accomplished fact'’.

He concluded in  grief:
“It would be advantageous
to the Sinhalese if they
leave us severely alone. That
is is my suggestion’’. That
was what he said in 1978.
After 1983 lJuly few Tamils
lived in hope. Most of them
had  begun to despair.

You could see this not only
in the lives they now lead in
places like Colombo in the
South. You could see it even
more in the anxieties, fears
and uncertainties with which
many of them now live even
in their home areas in the
Nerth and East.  Almost
everybody who could afford
it and could manage left or
prepared to leave the country,
even if only temporarily.

Reaction of
India

But perhaps the most
important difference for Sri
Lanka, arising out of the race
violence of July, 1983, was
the clear and prompt manner
in which India reacted. Almost
every member who rose to
his feet in the Indian Parlia-
ment, whether he was from
the North, South, East or
West of the country, expres-
sed in no uncertain terms,
their condemnation of what
they said was going on in Sri
Lanka.

Prime Minister, Indira Gan-
dhi, herself though not seek-
ing to intervene in the Internal

affairs of a friendly neighbour,
and discouraging any attempt
to divide the country by the
creation of a separate state,
also made it clear that Indiz
was greatly concerned about
what was happening  to the:
Tamils in Sri_Lanka. She h

that Sri Lanka woutd—soon
solve her ethnic problems by
a negotiated settlement for-
which she was willing to offer-
India’'s good offices. The
resuit was Parthasarathy as.

special envoy to Sri Lanka.
India, Mrs. Indira Gandhi
explained, was ‘‘not just

another country’’ to Sri Lanka.
She was right-both geographi-
cally and historically. The-
situation has in turn some-
what complicated politics in:
Sri Lanka, but it is hoped
that the Round Table Confe--
rence would help to iron:
matters out.

It must have been some-
comfort to the Government,.
that when the President sent.
his brother, eminent - lawyer-
H. W. Jayewardene, on a tour
of 9 Aslan countries. he was.
given the political “I love
you''—viz. We stand for the-
independence sovereignity and
unity of Sri Lanka'’, Most
Sri Lankans do. It is in the:
Constitution - the very first
Article.

Ethnic Innocence and
Ethnic Conflict

One thing is clear: that the:
ETHNIC INNOCENCE first
noticeable in the legend of
Vijaya and his followers who.
had obtained damsels as welb
as artisans and their families
from the Tamil Kingdom across
Palk Street, was clearly nc
more. Yet this ethnic inno-

(Continued jon page 12)
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Finding
Lasting
olution

When the famous constitutional expert of the French

Revolution, Abbe Sieyes, submitted a draft of the
‘Constitution he had been asked to prepare, Napoleon .

Bonaparte complained that Sieyes had put shadows every-
'‘where. Napoleon decided to put in the *‘substance’”
concentrating all powerin the hands of the First Counsul
‘which meant himself. This was what Napoleon need-
ed and wanted to have to enable him to become the real
Dictator of France under the First Consulate soon
converted into the First Empire.

In looking for a lasting solution to the present ethnic
problems of Sri Lanka, what one really needs is not so
much the exercise of Constitutional pundits putting sha-
«dows as they did in the District Development Council Bill

-and Law. What is wanted is a genuine desire and

meaningful effort to arrive at a negotiated settlement by
all parties truly representative of the various communities
‘who live in this Island. More formalities and false prestige
-should not be permitted to stand in the way of getting the
All-Party Conference really going.

Since negotiations have tended to concentrate on the
nature and extent of the devolution of power on a regional
basis, there must be a determined effort to irom out
‘the difficulties instead of sticking to past postures and
‘positions.

Ex-Chief Justice Mr. M.C.Sansoni in dealing with ethnic
conflict in Sri Lanka, remembered the appeal and advice
of two great Americans in years of trouble. Near the
end of the troubled year 1786 in America, George Wash-
dngton, soon to become the first President, made this
appeal; ,

““Let us cast aside the remembrance of past wrongs,
of past grievances and of past differences. Let previous,
unreasonable jealousies and local interests yield...to rescue
the political machine from the impending storm.’*

Mr. Sansoni also referred to Benjamin Franklin who
‘had taught Americans the art of conciliation needed to
make the Constitution work and ‘‘how to make a princi-
pled concession of principles’’ to save
‘the Government from break down, -

A truly All-Party conference taking: meaningful steps

to arrive at a negotiated settlement must be fully sapported
by every man, every party and every eommunity in. the .

“gountry.

the country and

1

The Bomb Blast

settlements are surfacing again vociferouily .

The CINTA Journal

'The country cannot afford to fail in this attempt. Never-
theless, while all must hope and work forthe best, the
President, the Govenment and all concerned must not
be blind to the forces at work which have opposed and
ruined two important negotiated settlements in the previ-
ous decades in the 1950*s and 1960°s.

Commenting on the failure of the earlier attempts
to resolve the ethnic problem, the Sansopi Commission
Report, which seems to be very much in fashion with
some politicians in the recent months, had this to say:

‘“...I cannot but sympathise with the complaint made
by Mr. Amirthalingam that although the Tamils had tried
to get justice for their community, they found that pacts
were made only to be broken...When the S.L.F.P. Prime
Minister made a pact, the U N.P. defeated any attempt
to fulfil the promises it contained. When the U. N. P.
Prime Minister later made a pact, the S.L.F.P. adopted
the same obstructive attitude. The pious intentions of every
Prime Minister were thus brought to naught even though
he felt that there were real and genuine grievances which
had to be looked into and corrected.’*

But what is really important is to be alert to the forces
that pushed the leaders of each Party to demand the
undoing of the pact. Such forces must be indentified so
that proper safeguards may be taken and remedies found
to prevent them doing the same thing to any negotiated
settlement now.

Let us hope that our leaders will have the courage
to do this.

There is another factor operating. The ordinary law
of the land demands that every person should keep in mind
that he has a neighbour, when he does or omits to do
something. Political wisdom requires that those who rule
the country should also take into aceount the existence of
our neighbours. ' ‘

Recently Mauno Koivisto, ‘the President of Finland
since 1982, was asked at a« Newsweek Press Interview about
Finland’s reaction to the American description of the
‘‘threat of Soviet domination of Europe.’’> President
Koivisto, in his reply quoting Machiavelli,” said- ‘A
small country is wise to find its friends close by and its
enemies far away. The Soviet Union isa good neighbour
tous and we want to be a good neighbour tothe Soviet
Union...*" >

As for Sri Lanka, for more than a thousand miles in
all directions, our only neighbour, except for the Maldives,
is India. While being a good neighbour, India has

13

expressed_her concern gg% ggx cthnic problems erupting
into violence, and offer €r good Offices to help us to

arrive at a negotiated settlement.

It is in the interest not only. of Sri Lanka herself
but also in the interest of friendly relations with our
most important neighbour that we do not lose. this opport-
unity to find a lasting solution. It is not only India that
is helpful. For the first time, every important party in the
Opposition - the S.L.F.P., the L.S.S.P., the C. P..
M.E.P., the C.W.C., and the D.W.C. - has stressed
or offered to help in the process of working out a lasting
solution through negotiations primarily between the U.N.P.
as the governing Party, ' and the T. U. L. F. as the
party representing the Sri Lankan Tamils.

The President has at last been moved into inviting the
T.U.L.F. It isa pity that it should have taken so long
and much manoeuvering to decide on such an invitation to
a Party that had won every seat in the Northern Province
and four more in the Eastern Province at the last General
Elcctions of July 1977.

It is also only proper that ‘the'two Parties which
were proscribed this year, the N.L.S.S.P.and J.V.P.,
are also invited. 'However small ‘their numbers; they had
been an infiuence to be reckoned with in Sri Lankan
politics. g :

The forces that helped to destroy the earlier negotaited
Itis up to
the President to make it known to the world who is really i
governing this country. i

The bomb explosion at
Harrads occurred in Londan's
most exclusive shopping centre
at a time when the Christ-

which the LR.A.

ganised campaign of violence
has bean
conducting against both the
British Goverpment and the

with ethnic. violence in Sri
Lanka. "
While the British Govern-

several including that of Lord
Louis Mountbatten, an uncle
of Queen Elizabeth I, and

ment and the - authorities the Supreme Allied Com-

mas shoppers were' jam-packed
in the area and in the pre:
mises during the 1983 Fes-
tival season. This bomb blast
reported to be the work of
the Irish Republican Army
{l.R,A.) caused the death of
a number people including
'several Policemen. It also
injured many others.

This is only the [atest of
@ systematic ard highly or-

English people to compel them
to move into accepting Irish

. political demands. The [.R.A.

sympathisers are well known
to be collecting huge funds
from Americans and elsewhere
for their ceuse.

. The reaction of the English
people and the British Go-
vernment towards these acts
of violence is worthy of pon-
dering over by all concerned

both in England and Northern
Ireland have taken the most
stringent measures to deal
with the Irish terrorists, these
measures have been conspi-
cuous by the absence of fea-
tures which amount to a
harassment of the thousands
of Irishmen who live in Bri-
tain.

L.R.A. attack took the lives of

Sometime ago, a simlar,

mander for South-East Asia
during Worid War {1 with
his. Headquarters at Kandy,
and later the last British
Viceroy of India.

On that occasion before
Parliament the British Prime
Minister, Mrs. Margaret That-
cher fwith her voice filled with
grief, described the attackers
as seneless murderes. She

(Continued on page i1)

. Letter to the Editor

Unkindest
Cut of
All!

It is reported that the
Government has decided to
discontinue the grants and
the other kinds of aid it has
been giving to refugee camps.
This terse announcement has
not only been a blow to
those in despair about their
future but raises = several
questions. ; '

Why this. rush to stop
even limited assistance to a
people who, after having ex-
perienced the trauma of racist
assaults fled to the North
from -the plantations merely
to find secure refuge away
from home? These people,
now labelled as ‘camp people’,
had been contributing their
best to our.economy to such
an extent that it is said that
behind every tea bush lies
the bones of 6 or 7 Indian
plantation workers.

This government decision
to stop all assistance does
not seem to be motivated
by problems of finance or
management of these camps.

This decision appears to
have been taken as the re-
sult of lobbying by pressure
groups who oppose the con-
tinued existence of these
refugee camps as they had
become ‘eye-sores’ that ‘tar-
nish-the image’ of the cou-
ntry.  The Government seems
to be set on dismantling
these ‘unrespectable’ camps
and compelling the inmates
to return to their former
stations. To tempt the Indian
Tamil workers to do this a
handsome sum of money is
offerred to induce their ‘home
coming’. In spite of these
inducements, the majority of
the camp inmates show un-
willingness to go back.

The real reason behind
all these moves appears to
be that some elements are
not happy at ali about ‘Indian
Tamils™ residing or settling
in the traditional homelands
of Sri. Lankan Tamils. These
elements seek to delibera-
tely and artificially isolate
‘Indian  Tamils  from = Sri
Lankan Tamils, making the
Tamil community as a whole
lock much smaller than it
actually is, for purposes of
comparison im dealing with
ethnic proportions and ethnic
balances.

Now, ‘the Goverpmen: says
‘no’ to the settling of the
‘camp people’ in the crown
lands of the North while
forcible land encroachments
go on regardless in the East.

They have
already been made to {cel
that they have little to look
forward to. They have been
plainly told that no land will
be made available to them
for settlement or cultivation
by the Gove nment.

Are they nobody’s children?

S. Rajah
Uduvil




The CINTA Journal

akshman
Wickremasinghe

two matters on which Bishop

Chairman, Mr. Reggie Siriwar

U. L. F.. regime,” Mrs, Siri-

In the CINTA Journal of Wickremasinhe  raised his dene, Secretary, and the R:i. mave 6endaranaike.
16 th December, 1983, we voice when he felt that the Rev. Lakshman Wickremasinghe This letter was in respect
published the first instalment  situation demanded it. In the on behalf of the civil Rights of certain Rights and Liber-
of the article on the late first case he was concerned Movement of Ceylon, on the ties suspended under the
Right Rev. Lakshman Wickre- with the Human and Civil 10th December, 1971, Iless Declaration of Emergency. The
masinghe, concluding it with Rights position of the Sinha- than a month after the C.R. first part dealt  with the
a tribute paid by Mr. Des- lese youths detained over M. was founded on the [8th situation generally and it
mond  Fernando,  Secretary, the Insurgency of 1971. of November, 1971. It was was followed by certain spe-
C.R.M. at his funeral. This This was in the form of a addressed to the Prime Mini- cific questions. The opening
is the second instalment. letter addressed among others  ster of the earlier S.L.F.P. paragraphs of the letter are

In this issue we deal with by Mr. E.R. Saratchandra, reproduced below:

tter to Mrs. Sirimavo ther with the restoration BISHOP
Il;:ndar‘anaike dated 10th of order there would have ;hat e . l?elow A" WICKREMASINGHE'S
. : S roadly be divided Into
December, 1971, on been a progressive relegation : fo 8 LETTER IN 1978 TO

isi f f the emergency regulations t ree groups. In the first , o JAYEWARDENE

matters arising out o " S 1% instance, we ask for the

the 1971, State of
Emergency.
Dear Madam,

We address you on beh-
alf of the Civil Rights
Movement, an organisation
committed to the protec-
tion and promotion of the
civil rights and liberties of

the people of Ceylon at
all times. The organisation
regards these  rights and

_liberties as a necessary accom-

paniment to radical, social
and economic change and
the movement towards an
egalitarian society.

As one of its immediate
tasks the organisation has
decided to address this
letter to you in order to
appeal to you and your
Government to restore cer-
tain rights and liberties of
the people that have been
suspended since the declara-
tion of the state of emer=
gency in March this year.

A Democratic
Government’s
Obligations

We recognise the fact
that at the time of the

declaration of the state of
emergency the Government
was faced with an unprece-
dented situation- the threat
of an armed insurrection,
which materialised a few
weeks later in April. We
consider, however, that a
democratic government, even
when its own existence is
imperilled, has certain obliga-

tions which it must respect
in resorting to emergency
powers. It must ensure

that the interference with
normal rights and liberties is
no greater in extent or no

longer in duration than the
exigencies of the situation
actually require. It would

have been reasonable ‘to
expect, therefore, that toge-

affecting civil rights and
liberties. We regret, however
that such a relegation has
not taken place to any
appreciable extent. We wel-
come, indeed, the lifting of
the curfew, as well as the
restoration of civilian rule
in certain districts. Our sati-
sfaction in this latter respect,
however, is much qualified
by the continuance not only
of the powers of mijitary
Co-ordinating  Officers  in
some areas, but also of the
far-reaching powers conferred
on the police and the armed
forces by the emergency regu-
lations thoroughout the island.

Freedom of Expression

and publication

Further, we regret to note
that restrictions on freedom
of expression and  publica-
tion have not only been
maintained but have in cer-
tain respects been extended-
Press censorship has been
intensified by fresh regula-
tions and by directions that
curtail the freedom of in-
formation and of criticism
even on matters that have
nothing to do with the insu-
rgency or with  national
security, We see in these
developments a grave danger
to which any government
that makes use of emergency
powers is exposed when it
prolongs such powers unduly.
From the point of view of
persons in authority emer-
gency powers may come to
appear a convenient, speedy
and efficient instrument in
comparison with the uncer-
tain and dilatory processes
of demoratic government.
In these circumstances emer-
gency rule can be a dange-
rous addiction  which, if
persisted in, may undermine
democratic institutions.

The issues concerning spe-
cific rights and liberties

lifting of certain emergency

regulations that affect the
general civii liberties of
every citizen. Secondly, we
ask for the restoration of

those rights of trade unions
and employees that have
been suspended,

Persons Under Custody

and Detention

Thirdly, we ask that action
be taken to ensure certain
rights of persons in custody
and of any who may be taken
in to custody in the future.
The principles in terms of
which we have approached
the first two groups of
issues have already been
indicated in the previous
paragraph of this letter.
A word of explanation is
perhaps necessary in relation
to the third group. We
consider that just as much
as a democratic government
has certain obligations in
exercising its powers in
relation to the general body
of citizens, it has also cer-
tain obligations even in dea-
ling with persons who have
broken the law or are
alleged to have broken it,
It must guarantee that all
such persons are dealt with
by due processes of law
and in keeping with funda-

mental principles of justice.
has a
that

At the same time it

duty to ensure no
person who has not commi=
tted an offence under the
law is punished by indefinite
detention or by other means.
For otherwise a govérnment
would be flouting the princi-
ples of justice that are vital
to democracy in the very
act of claiming to defend

democratic institutions.’”

ON THE PROPOSAL
TO DEPRIVE

MRS. SRIMAVO
BANDARANAIKE

OF HER CiVIiC
RIGHTS.

It did not matter to
Bishop Lakshman Wickrema-
sighe, whether the Govern-
ment was U-N.P. or S.L.F,P
to whom he addressed himself
when he felt that the need
arose. If in 1971 he had
addressed the S.L.F.P. Prime
Minister over the question
of the Sinhala youth  Insur-
gency, after 1977 he did
not hesitate to address the

U.N.P. President on the
matter of civic disability
that was imposed by Parlia-
ment on Mrs. Sirimavo

Bandaranaike on the recomm-

endations of the Special
Presidential Commission = of
inquiry. In the brief letter

to him net to proceed with
the Resolution that had been
abled in Parliament, and not to
take any further action on the
matter, he stated: 2
*‘In the Bunddhist tradition
the righteous ruler must
govern with both impartiality
and fair-play, in addition to
acting justly. Since you are a
national leader who intends
to build a righteous society
based on Buddhist principles,
the confidence that many
people have placed in you is
at stake on this occasison.”’

Need for an

Effective Opposition

Bishop Wickremasinghe
also pointed out “to deprive
your chief political oppon-
ent who alone is able to
muster an effective opposi-
tion to your party in this
country at the present time
of her right to sit in Parlia-
ment and to contest the next
general elections as leader of
her party or a  coalition of
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parties, is'to undermine one
of the basic foundations of a
vigrant democracy. This foun-
dation Is the presence of’
an effective opposition party-
capable of forming an alter-
native  government. The
people expect that a natio-
nal leader of your  stature
and experience will not so
act as to undermine such a

basic foundation of real
democracy.”’

He also warned that if
the civic disability was

imposed on Mrs. Bandaranaike:
in the way proposed, ‘‘it:
will deepen the divisions.
already existing within the
nation, and especially among
the Sinhala people. The
spirit of bitternessand des-
ire for revenge will be
further aggravated. The kind
of stability you require for
implementing your develop~
ment programme will he
severely undermined. Dissent
and opposition will seek
expression in ways that are-
extra-parliamentary; and the
increasing use of the security
forces will be required to
maintain an outward show
of stability.”

All that has  happened
since then proves the wis-
dom of Bishop Lakshman
Wickremesinghe’s stand in.
the matter.

That be is no more with:
us is a tragic loss for the
nation and for the country.
For the Tamils, at a time
of their greatest tribulation

his was a voice they could

not afford to lose —when
few were left to speak up-
for them.

(Part of the material for
this article was supplied by
Miss Radhika Coomaraswamy.)

TEST OF
ENGLISH
AS A FOREIGN
LANGUAGE -
TOEFL

New Classes
Commence in
January '84

Individual
attention the
key note

- Special Listening
Comprehension
Sessions in
batches of four
for January
Candidates.

for Details Contact:
VICTOR S. KIRUPARAJ
23, 3rd Cross St.,
JAFFNA.
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Non-violence

To Delhi

The message of loving
compassion for all beings
which Lord Buddha preached
in India 2500 years ago, and
the creed of non-violence
that Mahathma Gandhi taught
India not very long ago, have
not been permitted to go
unremembered at the most
recent Assembly of World
Leaders. But the message of
non—violence came this time

not from India; it was in-
stead taken to India and
carried from its Southern

neighbour, Sri Lanka, by no
less a person than President
J. R, Jayewardene, who had
grown up in the teachings
of the Buddha and the poli-
tical creed of Gandhi.

The theme of non-vio-
lence dominated the entire
opening speech of the Sri
Lankan Head of State at
the 24th Summit of the
Commonwealth Heads of Go-
“vernments Conference held
in Delhi during
1983
The series which had begun
in 1944 with five countries
in attendance now had at
Delhi in 1983, 44 countries
including India with a popu-
lation of 700 millions and
Nauru with a population of
just 7,350.

The Conference was chaired
by the Indian Prime Minister,

Mrs. Indira Gandhi President
Jayewardene was addressing
the Conference of Leaders

preoccupied with the Gre-
nadz affair in which the
world’s greatest power in-
vaded a tiny Island 1000

T, g the closing
e or  November,

miles away in the Caribbean
Sea, and established a Go-
vernment of its own liking
there by force. The Sri
Lankan President’s message
was, therefore, a timely one.

It was also timely for
another reason. It would have
helped to improve the tar-
nished image of Sri Lanka
abroad after the widespread
and brutal violence unleashed
on defenceless Tamils just
4 months before.

Mr. Jayewardene persisted
with non—violence theme thr-
oughout the Conference and
even in his interviews with
the Press. He later told
Sri Lankan journalists cover=
ing his visit to Delhi that
““if Sri Lanke practised this
ethics not even a thousand
Indias could conquer us’’.

We do not know how
many of the assembled Heads
of Governments had faith in
non-violence, but as the
Sunday. Observer put it _in
its' issue of  4th December,
1983, the Sri Lankan Leader
is said to have thrown ‘‘new
thinking into the otherwise
routine debates at the Com-
monwealth Summit.”

It is not known to what
extent ‘‘the effective but long
forgotten ethics of non-vio-
lence advocated through the
years by religious leaders of
different faiths and more re-
cently by the Asian great,
Mahathma Gandhi’’ might have
weighed with the Common-
wealth  Leaders, incuding
Mrs. Thatcher fresh from
the Falklard Island victory

and some of the Caribbean
politicians who had encou-
raged the U.S. invasion of
tiny Grenada.

It would appear from re-
ports appearing in our media
that at least to some ex-
tent the message of non-
violence was reflected in the
Goa Declaration on Inter-
national Security agreed on
by the Commonwealth Heads.

The text of President
Jayewardene’s opening add-
ress to the Commonwealth
Summit on this theme of
non—violence as it appeared
in the United National Party
Journal of 2nd December,
1983, the opening para-
graph of which was -

‘“We have been listening
for two days to talks of
armaments, nuclear weapons
and the spread of violence.
| cannot forget that we are
in the land of Mahathma
Gandhi__and = the _
Buddha. - Mahathma  Gandhi
was an apostle of non-vio-
lence. He led his people to
freedom through nen - vio-
lence.”

The President
as follows:

concluded

“Let us train our people

in the gospel of non-violence -

preached by Mahathma Gan-
(Continued on page 8)
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COMPENSATION

Sgautama.

GRENADA and

CYPRUS

Events last month in
Grenada in the South Cari-
bbean drea and in *Cyprus
in the Eastern Mediterranean

region had a profoundly
disturbing effect on Sri Lanka
far away in the Indian
Ocean. This was reflected
by reactions in the Sri
Lankan media as well as

the pronouncements of both
Government spokesmen and
in political circles. That
Sri Lanka should be concer-
ned was an indication that
the world had become
very much one now and
that development in Grenada
and Cyprus were important
enough to dominate the
Comnonwealth Summit at
Delhi. It was chaired by
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, in Nove
mber, 1983, and President
J.R. Jayewardene played a
prominent part. But  what

Cyprus developments.

(2) Internal dissension
providing an ideal condi-
tion for foreign interfer-
ence.

(b) The presence of a
big power close by within
whose immediate area of
national interest' the smaller
state lay. :

(c) The excuse for the
intervention provided by the
presence of some nationals
of the big country in the
smaller one that was being
invaded. §

(d) The failure to reso-
Ive the differences berween

communities with a ' territo-
tial base within the small
country which leads the
agrieved community to
demand a separate state
leading even to the proc-
lamation of a unilateral

Declaration of Independence.

Reactions & Repurcussions

in Sri Lanka

happened in Grenada and
Cyprus was important to
Sri Lanka for other reasons
too.

Semblance of

Ingredients FoRe
Sri Lanka  was facing
within her own frontiers

the problem of ethnic con-
flict which had reached the
stage of a demand for a
separate Tamil State.
Connected with this problem
Sri Lanka has also been
faced in recent months
with the shadow of a pos-
sible Indian intervention in
the affairs of the country.

All these ingredients of
the Sri Lanka problem were
present in some form either

in the Grenada c¢r the

The U.S. military inter-
vention in the tiny island
of Grenada 1000 miles
away or the Unilateral

Declaration of Independence

~“by the Turkish minority in

Cyprus, was condemned by
many nations including Sri -
Lanka,

But the lesson to be
iearnt is not merely for
the T.U.L.F. or the Ela-

mites as the “‘SUN’’ news-

paper, plugging its usual
line, tries to make out.
These are lessons that

must be pondered over by
all concerned in this coun-
try. It might help our
leaders to pursue seriously
the quest for a negotiated
settlement of the Tamil
problem.

OF ETHNIC VIOLENCE

Ex-Chief lJustice of Sri
‘Lanka, Mr. M. C. Sansoni, on
‘the question of compensation
for victims of ethnic violence
of August-September, 1977
incidents, had this to say: in
his Report, sessional paper vil
of 1980.

“On the question of com-
pensation, it has been said
that while it is true that laws
providing compensation to
victims of crime are rare,
‘they are desirable.

““They should be framed
as part of the effort to do
justice, when a crime has
ocurred as a symptom of social
disunity and a further disrupt-
iion of the social order. If we
:are to regard justice after a

M. C. Sansoni

(Ex - Chief Justice of the Supreme Court)

crime as social restoration,
victims should be compensa-
ted. When a community has
been wounded by a crime, the
community has not been made
whole while its living members
who have most grievously
suffered for the crime, are-
uncompensated’’ (Crime and
Justice in America, by Pro-

fessor L. Herold de Wolf
(1975) page 195).
‘““Whatever may be the

rule in this Island under nor-
mai conditions, the incidents
which occurred during the
specified period were of such
an extreme nature and so

widespread, that an excep-
tion should be made as re-
gards the payment of com-
pensation to all those persons
who were adversely affected.
I suggest that full com-
pensation for all losess
sustained should be paid
to all such persons by the
Government. | have reca-
pitulated the evidence given
by witnesses. But there are
also 275 affidavits filed by
affected persons which should
be taken into consideration
when compensation is being
assessed. A great deal of
time was saved by the pro-

duction of these affidavits.
“In some cases the sufferers
have, either in evidence given
by them or by way of affi-
davits, giver their own es-
timates of the damages they
sustained. [t was not possible
for me to examine the cor-
rectness of these estimates
and arrive at accurate find-
ings on the actual damages
sustained. To have attemp-
ted to do so would have
prolonged these proceedings
unduly. 1t will be necessary
to have the claims made by
those who suffered losses
carefully investigated by per-

sons who are coumpetent to .
assess the quantum of com-
pensation which should be
paid in each case.

“There have been many
cases where public servants
and others have been killed
in the prime of life, leav-
ing widows and children.
They could have worked, in
some instances, for many
more years and their heirs
would have received larger
pensions if they had done so.

‘‘Their dependants have
suffered by losing the bread-
winner under such circum-
stances, while if he had en-
joyed the normal life expec-
tancy - they would have been

(Continued on page 11)



VMEORANDUM
OF

THE CEYLON
INSTITUTE OF
NATIONAL AND
TAMIL AFFAIRS

M. C. Sansoni Esq.,
Chairman,
Commission on the August

1977 Disturbances,

Colombo.
Your Honour,

The Ceylon Institute of
National and Tamil Affairs
(CINTA) is a body intere-
sted in the study of

National Affairs and within
the national context,of the
affairs of the Tamii spea-
king people in Sri Lanka.
The members of the Insti-
tute are largely professlonals,
academics and retired Senior

Government Servants; they
also claim to be non-alig
ned politically.

This Memorandum  aims

at exploring ways and means
of removing the causes of
has

communal violence that
periodically broken  out
during the last  quarter

century in our country. The
organisers of the UNESCO
declared that the founda-
tions ‘of peace should be laid
in the hearts and minds of

people. To recover the
lost communal harmony, a
long  programme of re-

education of both the young
and old of Sri Lanka must
be embarked on. If Sri
Lanka is to be one nation, all
citizens, whatever their
race, religion or language,
should have equal rights.

This should be the basis .

of the process of re-edu—
cation. It must be realised
that continued discord will
seriously hamper the nation’s
progress. The President, by
his utterances on several
occasions has given the lead,
and if the other members of
the Government political lea-
ders, members of the clergy,
administrators, educators and
the mass media join in the
effort, success should follow.
In this Memorandum we refer
to some of the fundamental
inter-communal problems.

EQUALITY IN

INDEPENDENT
CEYLON:

In 1948, Ceylon was
held up as a model of a

passing peacefully
from coloinal rule to inde-
pendence, and 2as a
country where the
various communities con-
tinued to live in amity.
Then when the cry of
‘Sinhala only’ was raised
passions  were unleashed
and the country suffered a
serious set-back. These
~ passions have clouded the
ideal of national unity, and
there has grown among many
Sinhalese the idea that the
land belongs to them alone,

country

and that the others are
here on sufference. True
unity can be built . only by

the realisation that, in 2

country composed of people
of different races, langu-
ages and religions, special
efforts must be made by
all to co-—operate for the
mations’ good. ‘‘Magnanimity
in politics is not seldom
the truest wisdom’, was
the ,advice of Edmund Burke
to the English people when
the American colonists asked
for their rights. It may be
sald that on the majority
community devolves the
duty of making the minori-
ties feel secure. A climate
of equality like the one
found in Switzerland
should be created in  Sri
Lanka.

LEADERS;; MASS

MEDIA:
We are of

that the political

The

the opinion
leaders

Probles
the Tamils

CINTA Journal

This article on the Problems
of the Tamils was submitted
on behalf of the Ceylon In-
stitute of Tamil and National
Affairs (CINTA) by Mr, V.
Manicavasagar, its President,
in the form of a Memoran-
dum dated |0th December,
1979, to the Sansoni Com-
mission of Inquiry into the
August — September, 1977, in=
cidents. It has been referred
to by Mr. Sansoni in his Re-
port published as Sessional Paper
No. VIl of 1980. The Pro-
blems as set out here stil|
remain and call for a solution.
in an ethnic climate that has
steadily deteriorated as the
result of continued failure
to find one.

the Tamil
would have parity

confidence that
language
with the Sinhalese language.

After the Official Langu-
age Act declaring Sinhala as
the only Official Language of
the country was passed in
1956, the nation was split,
and the Tamil people felt
that there had been a breach
of faith. The recognition
granted to Tamil in the Con-
stitution of 1978 as a Nat-
ional Language is a forward
step; but Tamil speaking
people continue to suffer.
Letters written in Tamil get
replies in Sinhala, and in public
name—boards, Tamil has yet
to find a place. Until the
implications of a ‘‘National
Language’™” are satisfactorily
worked out and implemented,

by V. MANICAVASAGAR

Ex - Justice of the Supreme Court,

Chanceller of the University of Jaffna

and

President, Ceylon Institute of National

and Tamil Affairs

and Members of Parliament
must avail themselves of
every opportunity to stress
the idea of - unity and
equality and refrain from ma-
king communal speeches, The
clergy of every religion too
should help in this matter,
using the mass media as well.
The press of the country
should realise its responsi-

billty in this task of re-
education- In recent years
some items of news have

been slanted, suppressed or
exaggerated, thus increasing
communal ill-feeling. The
mass media should actively
share in the task of rest-
oring good feelings.

Schools:
The segregation of pupils

by language media in the
same schools has led to
inter-communal rivalry, and
hostile feelings. For the
teaching of  subecjts like
Engllsh, Art and Physical
Education, the pupils of
different communities could

be put together, as is being
done in some schools. We
heartily approve of  the

Government’s plan of making

all pupils learn the two
national languages, besides
English.

School Text Books:

These ought to be writ-
tem with care: If a class
reader used in Sinhalese pri-
mary classes said **Sri Lanka
is the land of the Sinhalese’’,
instead of saying “‘In Sri
Lanka live the Sinhalese, the
Tamils, the Muslims, and the
Malays and the Burghers’,
it is sowing the seeds of
future trouble, and creating
the kind of attitude we de-
plore. Books should avoid
disvorting historical facts and
high—lighting matters which
tend to portray one com-
munity as superior to . the
others.

THE TAMIL
LANGUAGE:

When the Board of Minis-
ters led by the late D. S.
Senanayake asked for inde-
pendence, the representative
of all the communities signed
the petition. When the Tamil
representative  supported the
request, he did so in the

the Tamils will continue to
fee! that faith has not been
kept.

IMBALANCE IN
PUBLIC SERVICE
RECRUITMENT &

UNIVERSITY
ADMISSIONS:

There prevails the idea
that the Tamils hold a dis-

proportionately larger number
of Government jobs and
University places than their
numbers in the country's
population warrant. To un-
derstand the situation aright,
we should remember that,
broadly  speaking, in Sri
Lanka, there are three ge-
ographical regions — the vary
fertile up-country, the well
watered South West, and
North Central areas, and the
arid North and the not-so
arid East. It is obvious that
to make a living, the inha-
bitants of the arid area had
to endure hardship and werk
longer hours than the inha-
bitants of the other areas.
Endurance and hard work
have over the centuries be-
come the traits of these
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people, and these traits have-
naturally been carried over
into other fieids of endeav-
our—studies, business, Govern=
ment Service, etc. In addit-
ion te the positive straits of
endurance and hard work,
there was the motivation
provided by the desire to
escape from toil on the soil
to the comparative comfort
of work in office. On the
other hand, to the people
who lived on the bounty of
the soil, the routine of stud-
ies or of work all round
the year implied in Govern-
ment service, did not hold
the same attraction.

We feel that it is not
just by the Tamil people to
attribute their performance
to favouritism of the colonial
rulers, or to dishonesty on
the part of Tamil Examiners
at University Examinations.
We consider it ‘grossly un-
fair that 2 Cablnet Minister
should have been allowed to
make allegations of disho-
nesty against Tamil Examiners
in the marking of scripts of
Tamil students. The Univer-
sity Teachers’ Association of
Peradeniya chalienged these
aliegations but their protest
was not published. Be it
noted that the President and
the Secretary who signed
this letter were both Sinha-
lese. A similar fate befell
the letter of the University
Teachers’ Associztion of Jaffna_
in which besides stzzistics;
were statements that the
answers of -the J:ffna Uni-
versity candidates were in
English and were marked by
Sinhalese Teachers of other
Universities. The failure to
hold an inquiry, though in-
sisted upon by both th>
University Consand the Tamil
Members of Parliament, has
resulted in fastening upon
the Tamil students and public
servants an undeserved stigma.
A justifiable sense of grie-
vance prevails and has con-
tributed to impairing the
confidence of the Tamil speak-
ing people in the fairness
of the Government.

A word must be said
about the better performance
of the Tamil candidates at
the G.GC.E.(A/L) and Univer-
sity examinations. Allegations
of unfair marking made ear-
lier, in the time of Minister
iriyagolle, led to the appoint-
ment of a Committee eof
Inquiry with Prof. B.A. Abe-
yawickrema, the then Vice
Chancellor, as Chairman. The
report of this Committee
was that the allegation had
no foundation. There is also
the fact that the Govern-
ment in office im 1968 laid
it down that the mother
tongue should become the
medium of instruction in the

A.L. classes too. The first
batch that was taught in
Sinhala and Tamil sat the
examination in Dec. 1969,
and of the 150 students
selected on merit for ad-
mission to the Engineering

(Continued on page 7)
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Faith placed in him

The Daily News of Tues-
day Novemberl5, 1983 carried
a front page report headlined:
‘President - only man who can
solve the problem’. Accord-
ing to this report:

To Find a
Responsible Solution

“‘Rural Industrial Deve=
lopment Minister S. Thonda-
man has told 2 South Indian
Tamil political weekly that
he is continuing in the
cabinet because of his be-
lief that President J. R.
Jayewardene is the only
national leader who could
find a reasonable solution
to the Tamil problem
here’’. More recently a
number of Ven. Mahana-
yake Theros have said
exactly the same thing
about the President being
the only man who can solve
this national problem.
According to the Lanka

Guardian of November I,
1983, on the day after his
return home at Reid Avenue,
in an exclusive interview,
answering 2 question about
his view on a R und Table

s — M ThOndaman

is also reported to have
said:

““The President who was
elected by the people with
such a large majority should
take the initiative’'.

This is not the first time

that Mr. S. Thondaman, the

leader of nearly a million
Tamils of Indian origin,
has reiterated his faith in
President J. R. Jayewardene
through all the years and
months of suffering, agony
and humiliation since 1977.
Faith shared
by many

This faith in the Presi-

dent appears to have been
shared even by the Sri Lankan
Tamil Leader, Mr. A. Amirth-
alingam who through all the
months when the T. U. L. F.
carried on what turped
out to be a sterile dialogue
with the President, is reported
to have said that the Presi-
dent was always sympathetic

but that the bureacrats and
other ferces in the Govern-
ment were obstructing the

implementation even of what
had been agreed on between
the T.U-L.F. leaders and the
President.

faith in  the
to have

This same
President appears

been shared even by a number -

of Indian leaders, though
many people, both in  Sri
Lanka and abroad, were ta-

ken aback at the significance
of the President’s first address
broadcast to the nation dur-
ing the riots on the 28th

July, 1983 when he had
referred - “‘to the Sinhalese
having reacted’’ and that he
had suddenly decided to out-
law Tamil demand for a
separate state because he
and his Government ‘‘could
not see any other way by
which they could appease the
natural desire and request of
the Sinhalese people to prevent
the country being divided”.
Should not lose

opportuanity

The late Rt. Rev. Laksh-
man Wickramsinghe, Bishop of
Kurunegala hailed for long as
a great friend of the op-
pressed, is known to have
told a number of his Tamil
friends in the North that the
T.U.L.F. leaders should not
lose the opportunity to settle
the Tamil problem with the
President when he was still
there as he pointed out
that President J. R. Jayewar-
dene, coming as he did from
the pre-independence era,
could be expected to under-
stand the problems of the
Tamils better than many of
the younger Sinhalese politi-

- cians today.

1 by Ariel }

Even outside the Indian
sub-Continent, there are many

who appear to have the
same confidence in President
J. R. Jayewardene  believing

that with the President at
the head there was still
hope for Sri Lanka inspite
of all the trouble and the
recent terror.

The SAUDI GAZETTE of
Tuesday August 2, 1983,
pubisished an Editorial com-
ment on Sri Lanka under the
caption *ISLAND OF TER-

.ROR”, giving a very brief

account of Sri Lanka and its
ethnic troubles, and referr-
ing to President J. R. Jaye-
wardene as a leader of ex-
ceptional vision and states-
manship, in whose handiing
of the difficult problems Sri
Lanka could have hope.
The Editorial is reproduced
below in full :
Island of terror

in Sri Lanka,
triggered off by the kill-
ing of 13 soldiers in an
ambush by  ‘Tamil Tigers’
have, still after more cthan
a week, not been quelled.

They have already caused
a havoc. More than 200
people have been murdered
and property worth milli—
ons burnt down. Looting
was widespread, and Sinha-
lese youths rampaged through
streets ransacking homes,
offices and shops.  There

“The riots

have been unbelievable
acts of barbarity; motorists

dragged out of «cars and
stoned to death, indivi-
duals drenched in petrol
and set ablaze, prisoners

slain by fellow prisoners.
But the worst loss to
Sri Lanka has been to its
reputation and to  the
relationahip  between its
two main communities, the
majority Buddhist Sinhalese
and the minority Hindu
Tamils.
Reputation in ruins

renowned
peace and
emerald
silvery

Sri Lanka was
as a haven of
tranquility. An
island set in the
Indian ocean, it was - as
celebrated for its beautifui
landscape as for its frien-
dly and peace-loving people.
Now that reputation is in
ruins, the island of tranqu-
illity has become the island
of terror.

The problem of racial
and religious  minorities
have plagued many nations,
but one great test for
any civilised country is
treatment of the ,mlgg;ig

in theery as well as

practice. In this respect
Sri Lanka's record in the
past was nothing to be

ashamed of. The two com-
munities lived in peace,
and though there were points
of conflict iived happily,
The trouble started when
the late S.W.R.D. Bandara-

naike and his  Freedom
party came into power
and made Sinhalese the
sole official language, gave
state support to Buddhism

and fanned Sinhalese passions.
Such chauvinistic  policies
were hardly necessary, bec-
ause the Sinhalese formed
three-fourths of the total
population and the country's
institutions  and customs
were bound to have their
stamp- But they helped to
win votes and President
Junius Jeyawardene’s United
National Party did not lag
behind in appealing to these
parochial sentiments.

Gulf widens

The gulf between the
two communities has  been
widening ever since. The
Sinhalese have failed to
produce a ~leader strong
enough to control the
extremists in the commu-
nity: whiie the  Tamils,
complaining  of  increasing
discrimination against them
in education, jobs  and
business, have listened
more and more to the
extremists in  their own
community, who are now

demanding a separate Tamil
state.

,ﬁi.l of Sinhalese graduate tea-

Faculty in
Tamils.

The explanation for this
disparity is not far to seek.
In a number of schools in
the Sinhalese areas, the tea-
chers of Mathematlcs and
science before 1968 had been
Tamils teaching in English.
In 1968 these teachers could
not continue to teach Sinha-
lese students. They were
sent to the Tamil areas,
to reinforce staffs that were
already adequate as well as
competent. In the Sinhalese
areas there were not enough
teachers to teach mathema-
tics and science in Sinhala:
and of the Sinhala graduates
in the teaching rervice,
many left as they were
appointed to executive staff
jobs in the public and the
private sectors. It was the
A.L. students in the Sinha-
lese areas who suffered be-
cause the Government pushed
up, for poiitical reasons, the
use of Slnhala for instruc-
tion in A. L. Classes before
it was ready with the staff
to teach in Sinhala, The Go-
vernment was forced to ask
Tamll graduates to undergo
crash courses In. Sinhala so
that they could teach mat-
| hematics and science to Sin-
i halese students: The dearth

100 were

ichers alone should satisfac-
torilvy expiain performance of
Sinhalese students: The Tamil
areas on the other hand had
staffs that were adequate and
competent, 2nd in 1968 were
further reinforced. Without
a proper inquiry into the
causes for the differences in
performance among the lan-
guage groups, the Ministry
of Education in 1970, fixed
higher aggregates for the
Tamil candidates, and lower
ones for the others. Later,
media - wise  standardisation
was introduced; a lictle later,
regicnal' quotas were  fixed
and varied from year to
year. All this agitation was
in pursuit of fairness! It is
relevant here to refer to
the observaticn of Prof Du-
dley Seers of the |.1.O. De-
lagation that the Government

was concerned about the
imbalance as between one
language and another, but

not about imbalances as bet-
ween social groups in cthe
same language or ethnic group.
The Government was thinking
communally. To admic to the
University of the public ser-
vice candidates on grounds
other than meric is to wea-
kei incentive to the best
efforc possible, In India, ac-
cording to the Constitution,
mer:it is the eonly criterion
for all forms of recruitment
except for vthe reserved
places for the scheduled cas-
tes; and admissions on the
basis of numbers in a racial,
linguistic group or on an area
basis are prohibited.

The problems...

(Continued from page 6)
1970,

This attitude of fairness
and of making decisions on
merit should extend to alf
areas of Government action.
In development programmes
too, the Tamil areas should
get their share of attention
and funds, excluding what is
spent on cyclone rehabilita-
tion. We commend this mat-
ter to the Government as
one that will give concrete
proof of its will to be fair
and just by ali sections of
the people. :
STATE
SPONSORED
COLONISATION :

In a democracy, its citi-
zens have the right to move
about freely, to reside or
to work where they like.
But this freedom is lost when
the state takes a hand and
induces large numbers of one
ethnic group to settle in
areas already occupied by
another group, thus making
the indigenous population a
minority in the area. Also
delimitation of electorates
is being done in such a way
as to make the Tamil peo*
ple minorities in many elec-
torates. Amparai, Trincoma-'
lee, and now Vavuniya come
to mind. The combination
of state—sponsored colonisa-
tion and purposeful delimilt-
tion of electorates can result
in the indigenous ethinic

““groups losing “their legitima-

te number of representa-
tives in the legilsatures. The
forms of democracy may be
in operation, but the spirit
of democracy will be con-
spicuous by its absence. We
feel that this policy of co-
lonisation wiil be a point of
continuing friction, and st-
rongly urge the Government
to desist from it.

CONCLUDING
REMARKS :

Here we would respect-
fully submit that the Tamil
leaders “‘had, before the sixth
amendment (Editer’s correc-
tion)’’ a right to speak about
Eelam and to canvass opin-
ion. It is on justification of the
violenee that erupted for the
Government to say that the
Tamil leaders were provoca-
tive. To make this defence
is to admit the Government’s
inability to maintain order.
In the USA, about 120 years
ago, when the slave-owning
states spcke of secession from
the American Union, President
-Lincoln did not send a puni-
tive force. In the UK, the
English people have not com-
mitted violence against the
Scots, the  Welsh or the
Irish, because of the utter-
anees of the separatists. .

The fact that in the past,
outbreaks of violence were
allowed to run their course,
had led many people to
doubt the Government's will
to maintain order or to
protect the minorities. The
Police and the Armed Forces

(Continued on page 8)
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The Plight of the Estate Workers |
ad Father Cp

Island of
1983, was

In what the
31Ist October,
pleased to call ‘‘the haunt-
ing words of a Christian
Prelate’’, referring to the last
Pastoral letter to the Diocese
of Kurunegala of the Ilate
Bishop Lakshman Wickrema-

singhe, we find that the
Bishop’s ‘‘deepest sympathy
is for the Tamils whose

ancestors arrived during the
period of the British rule. And
it is especially so, for the
estate labourer who has
contributed so muchto our
income from exports. They
have been innocent victims
who have faced arson, loot,

S

(An

Date of Incorporation:

and death in 1977, 1981,
and 1983 as a result of a
conflict in which they have
no part. Even in 1976,
some of them within the

CINTA Journal

fenceless. | feel deeply as-
hamed for the pain and the
loss they have undergone.
It is a moral injustice that
cries out to heaven’’.

‘... a moral injustice

that cries out to

heaven...’

region covered by our Dio-
cese, faced eviction, arson,
loot and starvation owing to
the activities of thugs with
political patronge. They have
suffered and been humiliated
because they have been de-

'/’/‘/'MO/’/'/’/O/“/' /’/'/&/‘/'/'/’/' >
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To study

their problems

If Bishop Wickremasinghe
and a number of others have
been touched and expressed
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deep concern for the plight
of Indian Tamil workers
in the plantation areas, it
was Father Paul Caspersz who

systematically got down to
working among them, to
study their problems and

conditions and to have them
to seek redress wherever it
was possible. For that pur-
pose he equipped himself
with an efficient organization
called the Co-ordinating Se-
cretariat for the Plantation
Areas.

It was on the result of
the work of this organiza-
tion of Father Paul Casperz
that the five Bishops sent a
memorandum to Prime Min-
ister, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandar-
anaike in early (977 point-
ing out the deteriorating con-
ditions and the pathetic
plight of Indian estate wor-

kers resulting from land
alienation policies and the
nationaiisation of  estates.

Father Paul Caspersz’s organ-
isation was very active dur-
ing the August, 1977 riots
and submitted 2 memorandum
which was the most detailed,
instructive and informative
of all the memoranda that
were presented to the San-
soni Commission of Inquiry.

6-1-84

Blrth of MIRJ E

Father Paul Caspersz him-
self gave evidence before the
Sansoni Commission. Mr. San-
soni in his report (Session-
al Paper No. VII of 1980)
drew much material from the
documents produced by Father
Paul and from his evidence.
Since then, finding the coun-
try plunging towards another
possible communal conflict, he
set up a movement which
has now come to be well-
known — MIRJE or The Move-
ment for Inter Racial Justice
and Equality.

Organization like these per-
form a great function. In
voicing the grievances of any
section of the people or of
individuals who have been
deprived or adversely affec-
ted in the enjoyment of any
of the universally accepted
fundamental rights, they make
both Governments and peo-
ple aware of situations which,
if not attended to, would
lead to trouble both for
Governments and for society.
It is through organisations
like these that Governments
learn well in time howto
adjust themselves to the

needs, sufferings and aspira-
tions of the people, before
it is too

late.

The problems i

(Continued from page 7)

should have been called in
at once to restore order
and stop violence. The Police
cannot claim to have been
unaware of such a general
flare up. The first evidence
of the Government’s will to
maintain  order was the ap-
pointment by President J.R.
Jayawardene of your Honours,
Commission. Another was in
July this year, when timely
action prevented a repetition
1977 holocaust. We

steps

of the
now feel that active
are being taken to stop the
recurrence of violence.

We have confined our
views to what we consider
We look

to your Honour’s

are basic matters.
forward
report and recommendation

and trust that, ere long,
outbreaks of communal vio-
We

pray that communal harmony

ience will be no more.

and the rule of law will be
that all
communities can march [for-

re—established, and

ward to a great future.

(Continued from page 5 )

dhi, preached by the Buddha,
preached by Jesus Christ,
preached by Mohammed and all
the great religious leaders.

Why do we practise non-
violence only 'in the church,
in the mosque, in the temple,
why not at the Summit
commonwealth conference?

At least, let us talk about
it. The President of Guyana,
| think, sald something very
fundamental that goes to the
root of what we are discus-
sing. | hope that what | say
will also. be considered in
some way or another at these

talks’’.

We ourselves in Sri Lanka'
need sermons on non-violence
more than at any other time
in our history. We need
leaders who will give the
ture impression that the non-
violence they sometime talk
about is meant to be prac-
in Sri

tised also at home

Lanka.
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Under - the auspices of the
Students’ Congress Mr. S.
W. R. D. Bandaranaike, B.A.
(Oxon), Barrister — at — Law,
delivered a very interesting
lecture on *“Federation as
the only Solution to our
Political Problems’. Dr. Isaac
Thambyah presided.

Mr. Bandaranaike said that
it was necessary in the first
place to realise the impor-
tance of the present time.
A revision of the consti-
tution was due in 1928. A
satisfactory measure of self
government was expected. It
was therefore necessary to
think very clearly and re-
alise in its entirety the whole
political question. A false step
taken, a false proposal made
now would be very diffi-
cult to retrieve in the fu-
ture. They all wanted self-
government, The question re-
mained what was the measure

of self-government they were

aiming at.

*Nindagama’ and

Headmen Systems

There were briefly two
forms of Government met
with in Ceylon. One form
was the *‘Nindagama’’ system
of land tenure, the other
was the Headmen system of
provincial administration.

The Nindagama system was
a feudal form of Govern-
ment. As long as the feudal
dues were paid (they were
always paid in hand) no notice

‘was taken of “anything—else:~

In the Headmen system, the
village was considered as the
unit. The King had his va-
rious Disawas, Rate Mahat-
mayas etc. The various pro-
vinces were divided and sub-
divided till one came to the
Gansabawa. The Gansabawas
were composed of the head
of each family of all those
in ‘the village irrespective of
wealth. The litigants had the
right to appeal to the King
himself but the Gansabawas’
decision was rarely upset.
All that meant that the
whole land was a loose fe-
deration bound by one com-
mon oath to the King. When
the British came to the is-
land they introduced a cen-
tralised form of Government.
That centralised form of
Government as introduced
had a semblance of a free
institution. Even to the pre-
sent day it was nothing else
but a bureaucratic form of
Government.

Agitation for

Reforms

Tha lecturer then referred
to the course of political
agitation for lirger measure
of reforms. It didn't start
till 1915 when the riots
took place. The lecturer then
referred to the great part
played by Sir P. Ramanathan
then the Educated Ceylonese
Member. Sir P. Arunachalam
started the National Congress.
It was he who fathered the
movement for agitation for
reform. When the Congress

The CINTA Joinnal

S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike

on

A Federal

Solution

e,

It is generally not known
that long before the Federal
Party was formed in 1949
and before any group of Tamil
politicians even thought of a
Federal demand, demands for
a Federal structure was first
submitted as a serious con-
stitutional ~ proposal by the
Kandyan National Convention
to the Donoughmore Commiss-
jon in 1929, but on record
the idea had been first mooted
y no less a person than the

late Mr.S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike
in 1926.

All these proposals, with
documentary evidence supporting
them, were placed before the
Presidential Commission of In-
quiry into the August—Septem-
ber incidents of 1977. A re-
cord of Mr. Bandaranaike's
position expousing a Federal
solution, as it appéared in the
Ceylon Morning Leader of
Saturday, July [7th, 1926,

under the title *‘Federation
as the only solution for our
political problems by S.W.R.
D. Bandaranaike has been
made available to us by Dr.
James T. Rutnam. It was in
the form of a lecture to the
Students’ Congress by Mr.
Bandaranaike at a meeting at
which Dr. Isaac Thambiah
presided. The report as it ap-
peared in the Ceylon Morning
Leader is reproduced here:

b
was started the articles to
which all the members sub-
scribed themselves was that
their aim and goal should
be self-Government within
the Empire. Beyond the se-
curirg of a few more seats
in the Legislative Council

- nothing else was done. Those

who agitated for reform con-
centrated their whole ener-
gies on arguing in two di-
rections on fallacious bases.
The system was not quest-
ioned as to its suitability,
secondly they aimed at copy-
ing the type of Government
as existing in England. The
result was that the Legis-
lative Council at present was
a most mongrel assembly. It
was an assembly of the people
in theory but in reality it
was utterly useless. Various
compromises were made. They
were Government Members
who were not responsible
to any body of voters. The

- territorial principle was ac-

knowledged, the communal
principle acquiesced and when
all was said and done the
assembly had no real power.

Result of
Agitation

The Legislative Council had
a certain measure of con-
trol over the finances, but
that did not amount to much.
The Executive Council was
divorced from the Legislative
Council which looked like a
Schocl Boys Debating Society.
That was the nett result of
the agitation of the last few
years. The price paid for it
was the Sinhalese — Tamil

"split and the Low Country

and the Kandyan Sinhalese
split. The minorities looked
with mistrust one at the
other. It was wrong to think
that the differences were not
fundamental. There were men

who thought that the di-
fferences were created by a
few ambitious persons and

~when those persons died the

differences would disappear.
A hundred years ago there
were no such differences.
They did not appear because

heads of the Tamil, the Low
Country Sinhalese and the
Kandyan Sinhalese.

The moment’ they began
to speak of taking the Govern-

ment in their hands, then
the differences that were
lying dormant  smouldered

forth. If they considered past
history they would see that
the three communities, the
Tamils, the Low Country
Sinhalese and the Kandyan
Sinhalese had lived for over
a thousand years in Ceylon
and had not shown any ten-
dency to merge. They pre-
served their language, their
customs, their religion. He
would be a very rash man
who would pin his faith on
the gradual disappearance of
those differences.

Conflicting
Circumstances

The lecturer then pro-
ceeded to outline the diffi-
cuities that would crop up.
The Legislative Council would
under the anticipated re-
formed Government, elect
their Prime Minister and the
various Ministers. Now there
was a certain proportion of
members to represent the
various communities. [f that
proportion was maintained,

_in the ministry too the com-

munities would demand a
certain proportion.

A centralised form of Go-
vernment assumed homoge-
nous whole. He knew no
part of the world where a
Government was carried on

under such conflicting circu-
mstances as would be ex-
perienced in Ceylon.

Those would be the trou-

bles if a centralised form of
Government was introduced
into countries with large

3 _communal differences.
the English man sat on the =

In" 2 Federal"Government,
each federal unit had com-
plete power over themselves,
Yet they united and had
one or two assemblies to
discuss matters affecting the
whole country. That was the
form of Government in the
United States of America.
All the self—governing do-
minions, Australia, South Af-
rica, Canada had the same
system. Switzerland afforded
a better example for Ceylon.

(The need for a Round
Table Conference and the
nature of the Round Table
Conference that is needed
was set out by Father Paul
Caspersz in 1979 before
the Sansoni Commission of
Inquiry. Ex-Chief Justice
Sansoni thought it fit to
set out this portion of the

ROUND TABLE

It was a small country, but
three races lived there.
French, Germans and Italians.
Yet Switzerland was a cou-

‘ntry where the federal form

of Government was very su-
ccessful. Each canton managed
its own affairs. But quest-
ions of foreign affairs, com-
merce, defence etc., matters
about which differences and
controversies would be at a

‘minimum  were dealt with by

the Federal Assembly. In
Ceylon each Province should
have complete  autonomy.
There should be one or two
assemblies to deal with the
special revenue of the island.

Federal form:
bnly Solution

A thousand and one object-
ions could be raised against
the system but when the
objections were dissipated,
he was convinced that some
form of federal government
would be the only solution.
He had not dealt with the
smaller communities. For such
communities temporary ar-
rangements could be made
for special representation.
Those temporary arrange-
ments would exist till the
fear existed about one com-
munity trying to overlord
the other. He would suge-
gest the same for the
Colombo Tamil seat. The
three main divisions in the
island were the Kandyan
Sinhalese, the Low Country
Sinhalese and the Tamils. It-
was difficult to find a system
that would completely satisfy
everyone. That was in brief
the Federal system. He would
be amply satisfied if it was
recognised that the problem
did " exist. If there were a
better form of plan he hoped
someone would think about
it and place it before the
people.

country lies in the establish-
ment of a genuinely socialist
society. In this society every
man, woman and child will
be given due place not because
one is a Sinhalese, a Tamil, a
Muslim, or a Burgher, not
because one is a Buddhist, 2

. Hindu, 2 Christian, or a Mus-

lim, ~but bacause one is a

Ex - Justice Sansoni quotes Father Caspersz-

evidence on the concluding
page of his Report. The
full paragraph is reprodu-
ced below:)

‘‘Before | end, | wish to
quote a passage which appears
at the end of the evidence
given by Fr. Caspersz. -t is
this: ‘The ultimate solution
of the problem of the inter-

communal relationships in our

human being with inalienable
human rights and human res-
ponsibilities.

The Immediate solution
lies in all the leaders of our
country, the leaders of all
political parties, of all com-
munal and religious group,
getting together to provied
the climate for the rapid socio-

(Continzed on page 11,
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Judicial Independence

" “The question of the
independence of judges arise-
particularly when the govern-
ment is a party to or is
involved in litigation. The
fact that one’s judgment
may affect one way or the
other, the government of
the day should ‘not be a2
factor influencing one’s jud-
gement. )

““|If an.  executive  ac-
tion does not conform to
the law, it has to be conde-
mned however much such
judgements are = unpalatable
to the powers that be. The
merit-of the case is the
sole criterion.

ENSURING
JUDICIAL
INDEPENDENCE

“The architects of the
Constitution were concer-
ned about judicial inde-
pendence and have inscri-
bed provisions therein en-
suring judicial independence.
But as stone walls do not a
prison make npor iron bars a
cage, the constitutional pro-
visions alone will not ge-
nerate independence in a
person. The quality  of
independence is something
personal; it is part of your
character, it reflects ' your
priorities -

“lt is an interesting ph-—
enomenon that  political

parties inthe opposition of-
ten turn out to be champi-
ons of judicial independence,
but when in power they
have reservations about it.
A government while in office
which eroded judicial inde-
pendence cannot reasonably
expect an independent judi-
ciary when it is out of
office. Likewise an opposi-
tion which has sufferred at
the subservient  judiciary
cannot be expected to res-
pect genuine independence
when fortune changes.

“‘Such attitudes on the
part of the governments and
politicians are bound to
destroy judicial independence.
For this situation both the
government and the judges
who succumb to blandish-
ments or threat are equally
responsible.

DIRECT REPOSITORY
OF SOVEREIGN
JUDICIAL
POWER

“*The argument  that
both Parliament and Presi-

dent are - directly elected by
the people does not afford
justification for the judiciary,
whose independence and in-
tegrity is warranted by the
constitution to be  reduced
to the status of an instru-
ment of Parliament. What
is the justification for vest-

In the CINTA Journal of
| 6th December, 1983, Vol. I,
No. I, contgined the first in-
stalment of an article under
the above caption. it was in-
dicated there that the next
instalment setting out the key-
note address of the "acting
Cheif - Justice 'S. Sharvananda
to - the Judicial Service Com-
mission would appear in the
next - issue.

The first instalment ended

with ‘the text of Judge Wimal
Wickremasooriya's address of
welcome ' to  participants at the
Annual Conference of the
Juaicial Service Association. But
if Mr. Wickremasooria as Presi-
dent did not pull his punches
on  the matter of judicial in-
dependence, acting Chief Jus-
tice S. Sharvananda did not
mince his words either. Jus-
tice . S. Sharvananda appears to

-have dwelt a good deal :on

various aspects of judicial. in-
dependence relating them to
matters of - current -interest.
Some: highlights of his address
on the subject are reproduced
here;

ing the judicial power of
the people in the legisla-
ture, when that power can
be exercised  through the

courts and through  the
judiciary only? Even though
such vesting may be concep-
tual and practically not
impair the independent sta-
tus of , courts, why should
the institution of the court
instead of being the direct
repository of the sovereign
judicial _power, be constitu-
ted only an agency through
which Parliament exercises
the judicial = power  vested
in it? No meaningful pur-
pose is served by this
process. This  de-routing
serves only tolend colour
to the assertion that  the
judiciary is subordinate to
the legislature and that
the legislators are superior
to judges. This arrangement
is derogatory to the rulé
of law and the indepen-
dence’ of the judiciary.”
THE RECENT
DEMONSTRATION
AGAINST JUDGES
Justice - Sharvananda also
dealt with the recent de-
monstration  outside the
houses - of some Supreme
Court judges which  had
raised lawyers all over the
country into a series of
organised protests. He said:
‘“lt is depressing that

though the so-called demo-
nstration took place at ||
broad  daylight,

a.me., In

by acting Chief Justice

S. SHARVANANDA

and Judge

WIMAL

WICKREMASOORIA

in the heart of Colombo
the police should have re-
ported that not one of
the 600 demonstrators could
be identified nor the buses
which carried the demonstra-
tors traced.”

“It is a.sad reflection that
such things did happen and
the culprits could have got
away with impunity. | trust
that police  vigilence and
intelligence  will not fail on
the occasion of any future
repetition of such outrage-
ous demonstrations and that
the dignity of the courts
and the inviolablity of
our judges will 'be preser-
ved. Justice can never be
administered in an environ-

ment of fear and intimida-
tion.”
““Judicial independence

postulates that judges should
discharge their duties without
fear or favour, affection, ill-
will or bias. Their “judge- "
ments should be based solely
on the merits of the case,
uninfluenced by any perso-
nal considerations. The con-
scientious and not the pop-
ular judge is the ideal
judge.”

THE PR
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The Peace Walk of over
a 1,000 miles in nearly
four months and covering
the months from December

AR M RN

1983 to April, 1984, was
suddenly called off in one
day after about 5 miles

had been covared and Tiss-

amaharama had been rea-
ched.
The Walk had been plan-

ned and organised over some
months on the initiative of
Sarvodaya's Dr. A. T. Ariya-
ratne, in association with or
with the blessings of various
organisations and individuals
among whom were the Cen-
tre for Society and Religion
with Father Tissa Baiasooriya
taking an active part.

R

To Evoke
Humanity

The Walk had no: politi—
cal objective and in a state-
ment issued by the National
Central Council for Peace
and Harmony, it was catego-
rically stated “It will not
deal with polltical issues or
solutions”’. The  statement

also added that ‘‘the gene-

ration of the spirit of unde-
rstanding and rightecusness
is indispensable for the
success of any political so-
lution.”” The objective of the
walk could be found in one
sentence of the Councils
“We want to evoke this
humanity in others while we
are trying to do .so within

SIDENT
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ourselves

But the fact of the matter
is' 'that - the *~ 'Peace "Walk
also evoked fears and anxie-
ties among the people of the
North.  Apart from the
tragic events of 1983, the
memories of what had happ-
ened in May-June, 1981,
had not faded yet. Every-
body still remembered the
trail’ of  destruction, ° the
burning of the lJaffna Pub-
lic Library and the arson
and destruction that accom-
panied the attack on the
residence of the member of
Parliament for lJaffna by
those  who had come to the
North in connection with
the District’ Development

Council electicns.

Anxieties
in the North

The danger in any move-
ment like the Peace Walk is
that it might provide opp-
ortunities for vicious eleme-

nts to infiltrate and do
their dirty work, The Ta-
mil people had been ' the

victims of three major ex-
plosions of ethnic violence
in six years, in August 1977
August 1981 and July 1983
This apart, they have been
living under continuous ' ten-
sion "in between these riots
particularly when placed
under emergency and other
laws made specially appli-
cable to the laffna district
or to Tamil organisations.

President
Calls off

Yet the sudden cancella-
tion of the Peace Walk by
the President himself soon
after the Walk had just got
under way and when it
had reaceed Tissamaharama,
long in time and distance from
Point and Naga Deepa, took
most  people by surprise.

Since a good deal of publi
city had been given to the
Walk much earlier, it is
obvious that the President
must have had pressing re-
asons for having the Peace
Walk called off. ‘

What is alarming is that
the forces which might have
had a hand in  contributing
to the calling off of the Peace
Walk, might also be-at work

in making it difficult for
the peace process and ne-
gotiations for ‘a settlement
that are on,

In“any event, with only
one train running to che

North on alternate days acco-
mpanied - by postal facilities,
which take four days for a
letter to reach Colombo
from Jaffna, and a person
like Dr. Ariyaratne’s stan-
ding not being able to do
a Peace Walk in the South
what is one to say as to
say as to how normal times
are in Srilanka today? .

- Zaky i
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THE BRAVE WHO B —

RISKED THEIR LIVES

A number of organiza-
tions and preminent persons
have spoken without any
mental reservations of ins-
tances in  which some Sin-
halese risked their lives to
come to the assistance of
the Tamils during periods
of ethnic violence against
them. ‘

The concluding paragraph
of the Memorandum dated
16th January, 1978, of
the Tamil Refugees Rehabi-
litation Organisation (Presi-
dent, K. C.. Nythianantha)
submitted to the Sansoni
Commission of Inquiry into
the August-September, 1977
incidents, had this to say:

‘““One more point. During
all these sickening days,
there was one ray of hope
in this country. Hundreds
of Sinhelese people, men,
women and children risked
their lives and limbs to
save the lives, properties
of their Tamil neighbours
and friends, often with
success. This also should be
put on record with grati-
tude.”

This Memorandum  was
signed by the late, Mr. K.
C. Nythianantha as T.RR O

The Néed..

Continned from page 9)

economic development of our
country. These leaders today
belong to the middle class.
They must realise that com-
munal conflicts which since
1956 have been recurring
periodically, are inimical to
the socio-economic progress
of our country. Indeed, they
are Inimical tc the interests
of the middle class itself.

The leaders of the majority
community and the majority
religious group must realise
that the minorities have their
rights and that the redress of
their grievances needs to be
given full weight. They must
remember that parliamentary
democracy is the rule of the
majority with the consent of
the minorities. The leaders
must start their deliberations
at a round table or else-
where on two inalterable
premises. The first is that
the country should never again
witness events such as those of
August 1977, which are a dis-
grace to a country which
professes to live by the ideals
of Metta, Karuna, Mudita and
Upekha, by tne ideals of
brotherhood and compassion.
The second premise is that
‘‘the country should not fritter
away its time and - its energy
in inter-comunal viofence and
conflict, while the main task
that awaits it is the liberation
of all our people from poverty
unemployment, hunger, igno-
rance, and disease’’.

President.

Father Paul Caspersz of
the Satyodaya and the Co-
ordinating Secretariat for
Plantation Areas, in one of
the papers he submitted to
the Sansoni Commission af-
ter the ethnlc violence of
August-September, E2L7,
reflected similar sentiments
in an article entitled ‘Hope
for a Nation in Anguish’.
Father Paul Caspersz said:

“The full extent and
intensity of the tragedy s
not yet known. We have
seen the refugee camps in
Kandy and Matale, the loo-
ted houses, the burnt homes,
the senselessly broken furn-
iture, the smashed coeking
utensils, the desolate hunted
looks on the faces of hun-
dreds and thousands of Ta-
mil children and their po-

werless parents, their anxi-
ety, their fear, their des-
pair.

“But neither is the full
extent -and intensity of the
heroism of some Sinhala
people yet known. We have
seen some of this in action
too. There was the Sinhala
family in Ampitiya that pro-
tected the aged grandmo-

by
hiding her under 2 bed and
then spent five days walk-
ing the streets ‘‘of Kandy
looking for the grandmoth-
er’s children and  grandch-
ildren. When they finally

seek the pardon of those
they have wounded, retrace
their steps over the blood
they have spilt to that
common humanity which in
their brief hour of madness
they had so tragically forgo-
tten.”

Lastly, Mr. Sansoni him-
self had this to say in his
final observations of his
Report (published as  Sessi-
onal Paper No. VII-1980):

“Another lesson is that
there live in this island a
solid, incorruptible core of
decent, law-abiding citizens
of all races and religions,
of which any country can
be proud. In many instan-
ces that have been spoken
to, men and women sponta-
neously risked their lives to

play a heroic role. These
splendid  persons proved
that courage and charity

can survive under all circu~
mstances, and when most
needed. Some have been
mentioned by name, while
the others are nameless.
They understood and pract-
ised the duty of obedience
to the unenforceable, which
is the test of civilisation in

law which compels a person
to rescue a drowning man,
or to defy ahowling mob,
or to hide a neigbbour or
even an unknown man flee-

“... These splendid persons

proved that courage
and charity can

survive under

circumstances...

all

found them, they learnt that
the father had been killed
and - broke down in tears.
There was the estate superi-
ntendent who sent a group
of Tamil workers and their
children into the rooms of
his house and kept an all-
night vigil himself alone on

his verandah, determined
that if any life was to be
lost, the first would be
his own...”

He also added in the
same Paper:

‘‘But Satyodaya is fully
committed to yet another

task; recreating the hope
of their own humanity in
those who have done their
utmost to stifle it in othe-

rs. We have to. do alj
that we 'can to recall the
killers, the looters, the

purveyors of communal hate
to their senses. We have
to rekindle in them tco the
hope that all is not lost
even in themselves, that
they can still come back,

ing like some poor animai
from a crowd bent on
killing him’’

The ex- ehief Justice also
added: j

“One can contrast with
those shining examples of
bravery given by ordinary

men and women, the crowds
of men, women and even
children who comprised the
mobs that roamed the streeis
of towns and villages. They
shared ‘‘a wunity of purpose
passion and hatred ‘which
gmerges the many minds of
a crowd into the mindless-
ness of a mob. No mob
has ever protected any
liberty, even its own but
if not put down it aiways
wind up in an orgy of law-
lessness which respects no
liberties. The crowd mind is
never tolerant of any opi-
nion which does not conform
to its herd opinion. Brave
with the courage of pum-
bers, mobs endanger liberty
as well as order.”” Thus has

any country. There 1§~ ™

(Continued from page 5)

in a much more favourable
situation. Such cases should
be suitably dealt with, and
an enhanced pension paid to
the heire.

*“l recommend that all
persons who suffered dam-
ages arising out of the in-
cidents which occurred dur-
ing the period 13th August,
1977 to 15th September,
1977, be paid full com-
pensation to the extent
of such damages. Any sums
already received from the
Goverrment, or payable by
reason of insurance policies
in their favour, should of
course be deducted.’

Mr. Thondaman (C.W.C.)
on compensation and
rehabiltation:

Mr. Thodaman, in 2 memor-
andum submitted by the
C.W.C. to the Sansoni
Commission, pointed out an
important aspect of com-
pensation and deait with the
question of rehabilitatien and
assistance to persons affected
by the August - September,
1977, incidents, as follows:

“Item 3 (a) of the Terms
of Reference calls upon the
commission to recommend
such measures as may be
necessary, inter alia, to assist
.In_any manner the persons
affected by such acts. The
Congress will be leading evi-
dence of a selected instances
to establish the extent of
the loss and damage suffered.
In some instances, the family
breadwinner has been killed.
In several others, persons
have lost their life - savings
or the roof over their heads,
or their means of livelihood.
The Government should
take full responsibility to
make good all these losses
and compensate the victims
in full for actual loss suffe-
red. In instances such as loss
of the bread- winner in the
family or permanent -injury.
prospective loss and hardship
must also be adequately com-
pensated. The Congress will
be making representations on
the extent of the compensa-.
tion the Commission should
recommend.

:'Speedy and adequate

Mr. Justice Jackson of the
U.S. Supreme Court spoken
of the danger of tolera-
ting mob rule.”

But, it needs even bra-
ver men and takes genuine
courage to have seen to-
that not a single man, wo-
man or child of the Sinhala
community in the Jaffna Pe-
ninsula was killed or raped.
The Sinhalese were a smell
minority in the North, but
they were amply protected
by their Tamil brotheren in
the Peninsulsa where you find
the greatest concentration
of Sri Lankan Tamils.

Compensation..

compensation will also be
a dampner against recur-
rence of such incidents,
since it will bring home
to the perpetrators that
their objective of destruc-
tion and deprivation is
but shortlived. '

An important aspect of
ltem (3) (a) of the Terms
of Reference of this Com-
mission is to  recommend
such measure as are neces-
sary to rehabilitate per-
sons affected by the dis-
turbances. In

our view,
this is of extreme impors
tance. The impact of the

violence in terms of human
misery, mental agony and
concomitant  insecurity s
immeasurable. The instabi=
lity and insecurity created
by the disturbances should
be put right by meaning-
ful measures to be recom-
mended by the Commission.
Large numbers of persons
and families were displa-
ced. What steps should be
taken to rehabilitate them
is important, They cannat be
allowed to remain wanderers.
They are too frightened and
disillusioned to return. The
choice of places of re-sett-
lement irrespective of their
citizenship  stetus, if re-

_settlement is not desired by

those affected. what steps
should be taken towards
rehabilitation will also have
to be considered. As stated
earlier in this Memorandum,

(Continued on page 12)

The Bomb..

(Continued from page3)

did not say a word against
the Irish. Neither she, not
her Ministers, nor any Member
of the British Parliament sald
one word against the Irish
residents in London or Brie
tain.

Even more significant is the
fact that —

(2) the Members of British
Police Force and the per-
sonnel Army, many of whom
were frequent victims of the
LR.A,. never took it out of
the thousands of Irish living
in London and elsewhere in
Brithain, either by attacks
on their person, or pro-
perty or even by harassing
them.

(b) The English people never
at any time acted with either
violence or hostility against
the Irish living among them.
() The thousands of Irish
men, women and children at
no time felt any sense of
insecurity as a result of any
reactions following frem the
frequent acts of horrible vio-
lence perpetrated by the Irish
Republican Army.

A glance at the situation
in present Sri Lanka will
show what a sorry contrast
we have here.
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A pirate radio station
listened to in both Sri Lanka

and India’s southern Tamil
Nadu state, has fallen silent
after announcing it was volun-
tarily suspending its militant
Tamil propaganda pending the
outcome of the all-party ro-
und table conference called by
Sri Lankan President lunius
Jayewardene to try to solve
the country’s simmering ethnic
problem.

The silence of the radio
station, believed to be operat-

Compen...
(Continued from page 11)

the problem is one of Inte-
gration, and has to be reso-
lved by providing and guara-
nteeing a proper  environy
ment of  stability, securit-
and the peaceful and unint+
errupted pursuit of the
vocations of the members of
the Tami| community. Achi-
evement of this can be possi-
ble only by re-thinking and
political policies and actions
for the Indian Tamil commu-
nity.””

In spite of the talk about
compensation by Government
spokesmen, the Government
has not yet been able to
take any meaningful steps

either to implement the

recommendations of ex-Chief:

Justice Mr. Sansoni in his
Report for the victims of
ethnic violence of August-
September, 1977. What the
Government proposes to do
about the countless victims
of the later explosions of
ethnic violence of 1981
August, and 1983 July-
August is anybody’s guess.

The Evelyn

(Continued from page 2)

fessor K. M. de Silva of the
University of Peradeniya, and
Mr. Roland Rilva, Commission-
er Archeology.

Of Evelyn Rutnam (nee
Wijayaratne), whose name
the ¢ Institute bears, some re-
member her interest in
human rights affairs. She
was a member and on the
Committee of the United
Nations Organisation Associa-
of -Sri Lanka.

Probably the best tribute
paid to Evelyn Rutnam was
by Mr. S. P. Amarasingam on
19th September, 1964 in
the Tribune:

“‘Evelyn Rutnam who moved
unobtrusively, in every circle,
never losing the common
touch, presided at a homein
Cinnamon Gardens, Colombo,
which was known to her
friends as Freedom Hall where
the white and the black, the
brown and the yellow, the
gay and the reserve, the
loyalist and the rebel, all
met on a footing of equality
and broke bread together.”

The CINTA Journal

\ Helpful Move

n the Air

ing from a ship some 20 kms
off the Indian coast, Is almost
symbolic of the way that
most of the parties involved—
both in Sri Lanka and India—
are holding their breath, hop-
ing against hope for a solu-
tion to the potentially ex-
plosive problem of Sri Lanka’s
minority Tamil population.
Although differing sharply
in their evaluation of J. R.
Jayewardene's intentions, po-
litical sources in Tamil Nadu
profess a unanimous belief
that grave repercussions will
follow in both India’s and
Sri Lanka's domestic politics
if the Colombo conference,
due sometime this month,
fails to find a solution.

The wait—and-see attitude
only partly conceals appre-
hension about yet another
outburst. of anti-Tamil riots
in Srilanka in the coming
weeks. This fear stems from a
focally perceived possibility

This article by Salamat All
reproduced in parts from the
Far Eastern Economic Rev-
iew of December 22, 1983,
show show even a Tamil
pirate radio has made a helpful
move in the air not to ob-
struct the peace process of
looking for a negotiated sett-
lement which, it is hoped,
will be the outcome of the
All-Party roundtable confe-
rence called by President
J. R. Jayewardene to solve
“Sri Lanka’s simmering ethnic
problem’’.

of the extremists among the
majority Sinhala community
in Sri Lanka reacting adver-
sely to the demand for a
secure and unified home ter-
ritory for Tamils comprising
the island’s northern and
eastern provinces, where the
Tamil population  predom-
inates.

Asked what repercussions

|
!

Plight of

Displaced Tamil

Varsity Students

It is a matter for deep
regret, that the plight of
nearly 1800 Tamil students
from the various Campuses
of the Peradeniya, Moratuwa
and  Colombo  Universities,

who had fled to the North .

following ethnic violence ag-
ainst them both before and
during the July—August, 1983
incidents, has not yet been
satisfactorily attended to.

. There can be no _ quest-
ioning the intensity of the
trauma they had expereinced,
not once but for many of
them a second contact with
vicious racist elements within
the Universities when they
returned.

All these are fagts which
have been,placed before the
authorities.in «charge of higher
education in :this country, it
is idle talking about national
unity, ethnic peace and re-
conciliation when the very

| flower of the Tamil youths

are driven to despair and
desperate measures in the
heart—rending = attempts to

struggle through University
education. ;

It is an excuse to say tha
the absence of facilities or
shortage of funds prevents
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the University Authorities
from looking into the real
grievances of these students.
Whatever the financial cost,
a remedy must be found or
otherwise the damage to the
cause of national reconciliat-
ion, ethnic peace and nat-
ional unity would far out-
weigh any saving moneywise.

The Weekend of January
Ist, 1984 in its front page
news item under the Caption
“Death Fast by Campus Stu-
dents’’. The news item stated
that ‘‘about 50 boys and
girls of displaced undergra-
duates seeking entrance to
Jaffna ard  Batticaloa Univer-
sities nad staged a fast to
death campaign inside the
Jaffna Campus Temple pre-
mises yesterday’’. It also said
that ‘‘They are requesting
the Government to permit
them to study in Universities

of laffna and Batticaloa and,

to provide additional facult-
ies in them’’.

In dealing with this de-
velopment the  authorities
should take into account the
fact that these are ordinary
University students embarking
on a peaceful method of
protest. The matter must
not be dismissed as the act-
ion of trouble—makers against
whom the charge of violence
as a means of winning a
demand can be made.

s ethnic

might follow in Tamil Nadu
should there be another flare-
up of racist violence in Sri
Lanka, the speaker of the
state legislative assembly,
K. Rajaram told the REVIEW:
‘In such a situation, if New
Delhi were to fail to react
to the satisfaction of the
people of Tamil Nadu, it
will signal the beginning of
India’s Balkanisatlon’.

This intertwining of Indian

AT e
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cence had continued for cent-
uries without number. It was
there when Elara, called a just
King, ruled from Anuradha-
pura for over 40 years. It
was stiil there when Dutuge-
munu, having conquered him,
bullt 2 monument to him and
ordnined respectful worship
at Elara‘s tomb for ail his sub-
jects. It was there even siX
centuries or more after that
when the writer of the Maha-
vamsa, indicated in that preci-
ous ancient record that the
custom was still being obser-
ved during his time.

According to Minister, Dr.
Anandatissa - de Alwis, when
he was interviewed by Roger
Pereira of India, as reported
in a Ministry of State publica-
ion, the custom ordained by
Dutugemunu was very much
still there when a Sinhala
Prince, running from the wrath
of the King of Kandy, finding
himself in an area in which
Elara’s tomb was somewhere,

got down and walked out of
respect for Elara’s tomb at
the risk of being caught by
the King's men. In fact, the
innccence could be
said to have been still there
when the Sinhalese had as
their last King (of Kandy) a
Tamil, Sri Wickrema Rajasin-
ghe.

As the 19th Century advan-
ced soon after the British
conquest of the whole lIsland,
social .and economic changes,
which were necessarily gradual
and steady, soon undermind
ethnic innocence and paved
the way for the ethnic confiict
of the future. One symptom
of this was the Kotahena Riots
of 1883 between the Budchi-
sts and'the Catholics. Neve-
rtheless, the erosion of ethnic
innocence was gradual.

Even in the 20th Century,
when revolutionary economic
and social changes were rapidly
transforming  the picture,
ethnic innocence could still be
said to be there during the
first half of the 20th Century

6-1-84

and Sri Lankan politics acco~
unts both for Sri Lankan
fears of Indian intervention
and India’s efforts to cool
matters in Sri Lanka.

With Jayewardene refu-
sing to talk directly to the
leaders of the nation’s sece-
ssionist Tamil Unlted Libera—
tion Front (TULF), Parthasa-
rathy shuttled between the
two with proposals and cou-
nter proposals until he Sri -
Lanka president agreed to
present the proposals for a
conference of all Sri Lankan
political parties except the
banned Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (People’s Libera-
tion Front) and New Socia-
list Party to work towards
a national

consensus....

though ethnic. cenflict  had
already begun to surface. |
was still possible to the
Sinhalese join the Tamiis 'in
electing as their leader in the
Legislature. Sir Ponnambalam’
Ramanathan whom they still
honour. But the rumblings,
that the day of ethnic innocence
was about to end, could be
felt in the very events that
made the Sinhaiese support
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan.
This was the first instance of
race riots in Ceylon. The ugly
events of 1915 are remem-
bered less for ethnic nature
of the violence, than for the

brutality wich which the Bri-
tish rulers ~dealt = with the

Sinhalese because they feared
that there was a conspiracy
to overthrow the British
Government while the First
World War was on.

Nevertheless, = though the
frontiers of historical eras
cannot be exactly defined, it
may be said that the long era
of ethnic innocence had begun
to gradually fade throughout
the early 20th Century especi-
ally since 1931. It finally
ended shortly after Indepen-

dence with the first U. N, P. .

administraticn when Mr. D. 5.
Senanayake fell from his horse
and met his death on the
22nd March, 1952.

With the election of Mr. S.
W. R. D. Bandaranaike of the
newly formed Sri Lanka Free=
dom Party, as leader of the
victorious coalition and Prime
Minister,  winning on the
Sinhala Buddhist cry,
of ethnic conflict had actively

begun. Let us-hope that the

the era

- climax had been reached by

1983.

If we cannot have ethnic
innocence any more, let us,

at least, ' have ethnic

peace
on the basis of peaceful co,
existence as has been ‘success-
fully worked out in other

parts of the world.
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