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General English
Part (1)

Part A - Grammer
1.Complete the following table.

Adjectives Adverb Noun

...................... Ecstatically Ecstasy

Eecentric 7 o] s i n, Eccentricity

Apprehensive Apprehensively | .

Anxious ANXIONShy: -~ R s

Courteous & |-= T naiamsiin. Courtesy
(5marks)

2. Underline the correct answer in the given sentences
below.

1) I was ( shocking, shocked) by her appearance.

2) Thats the most ( interested, interesting ) idea you, ve had today.
3) The lesson was deadly (boring,bored)

4) We were very ( irritating, irritated ) to hear that they weren’t coming.

5) The results were (disappointing, disappointed (Smarks)
3. Underline the word within the brackets that is most
suitable for the blank in the sentence.
P Suresh wentthere & .5 s (on, with, by) my bike.
). Weravelledsn i i 8l (in, on, by) Mr.Noels car.
3) There are two roads leading to the cottage, but this one is
the ikl il (shorter, shortest, shortening )
4l wastheman . s tiaenaa v n ( who, whom, that )
they thought was dead.
5) This is one of the most interesting novel that .........................
( have, has, hasn’t ) appeared this year.
6) My friend is not to blame nor............ccccrivcnnennnnn.
(was, were, am) L.
7) Thewages@f sins. 50 Al hanl o, (is, were, are)
8) Theeconimitiee: & S8t I o ie g (is issused, has issused,
have issused) its report. '
9)iEhe commmittes i ises o h o e (is divided, divided, are
divided) on one minir point.
10) Neither praise nor blame...........cc............ ( seems, seem,
seeming)to affect him. (10marks)
4. Use the following conjunction to fill in the blanks of
the given sentences. That, only, if, unless, since.
1) Many things happened...................i..... I left the village.
2)-Fhedayiisipleasant.v...x -« Sls SR s rather co%d.
SRR A e et that is so, I am content.
AP R e you work hard you wont succeed in life.
S0 Nt s S o8 I loved History, but that I loved
Philosophy more. (Smarks)
5. Write sentences which mean the same as the given
sentences.
Ex: Sam and Peter are both twenty.
Sam is as old as Peter.
1) John and Ravi are both five feet tall.
2) The suitcase and the bag both weigh 20 kilograms.
3) Th.?ldiamond ring and emerald ring both cost rupees one
IO o it s dhrss o i s i o I o S L
4) Rama and Rajiv are both brave boys.
5) Both his essay and the letter lengthy.
. (5marks)
Part B - comprehension
1. Read the following poem and answer the questions
that follow.
“ There is not much that I can do. i
For I ve money thats cluite my own’’ Spoke the pitying child-
A little boy with a violin-
At the station before the train came in
“But can I play my fiddle to you,
And a nice one tis and good 1n tone”
The man in the handcuffs smiled;
The constable looked, and he smiled, too,
As the fiddle begdn to twang.
And the man in the handcuf%s suddenly sang
With grimful glee,
This life so free
Is the thing for me
And the constable smiled, and said no word,
As if unconscious of what he heard
And so they went on till the train came in
The convict and the boy with the violin.
1) Where does the incident take place?
.................................................................................. (Imark)
2) What is each person doing?
Lheboyrarian s e By B S e TRl Sgen s e
Jhesconstables e ain w il r v et e e S

‘THe conViEt Siay = i L e S
3) Find words/ phrases in the poem which come close to the

following in meaning

arrived =

happiness =

IBLDSI FRBT(E - SMmisL SPenLd

B.CILIT.35.2 WITHT UTLNFHBHTEOT LT @i‘lrrég,rreir
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criminal

([

unyielding (4marks)
4) Why was the constable amazed? (2marks)
2. Read the following passage and answer the question
that follow. ; (15 marks)

- Quarrelling

In front of the house was a huge old ash tree. The west wind, sweeping from

" Derbyshire, caught the houses with full force, and the tree shrieked again,

Morel liked it.
“Its music, he said, It sends me to sleep.”

But paul and Arthur and Annie hated it. The winter of their first year in
the new house their father was very bed. the children played in the street until
8 o’clock. Then they went to bed. Their mother sat sewing below. Having such
a great space in front of the house gave the children a feeling of vastness and
of terror. The terror came in from the shrieking of the tree and the anguish of
the home discord.Often Paul would wake up, after he had been asleep a long time,
aware of thuds downstairs. Instanly he was wide awake. Then he heard the
booming shouts of his father, come home nearly drunk, then the sharp replies

~of his mother, then the bang,bang of his father’s fist on the table. And then the

whole was drowned windswept ash tree. The children lay silent in suspense,
waiting for a [ull in the wind  to hear what their father was doing. He might
hit their motheragain. There was a feeling of horror, a kind of bristling in the
dark ness, and a sense of blood. They lay with their hearts in the grip of an

inten se anguish. The wind came through the tree fiercer and fiercer.

And then came the horror of sudden silence. Silence,silence eery where,
outside and dowmstairs. What was it? was it a silence of blood? what had he
done? ; '
The children lay and breathed the darkness and then, at last, they heard
their father throw down his boots and tramp upstairs in his stockinged feet.
Still they listened. Then at last, if the wind allowed, the water of the tap
drumming into the kettle which their mother was filling for morning, and they
could go to sleep in peace.

1) Why did Morel like the sound of the wind? (3 marks)

2) Write down the sentence which denotes that the children didn’t
like the great space in front of the house? (3marks)

3) What made the children kept it suspense the whole night?

(3 marks)
" Whatmadetheﬁrstsound?(lmarl\s)
What did he do? (2marks)

5) What is suggested by the sound of “The water of the tap
drumming into the Kettle”? (3 marks)

Part C - summarizing

Write down the main idea of the following paragraphs in one sen
tence, using 15-20 words. ;
1) We all know how important “family” is in our lives. It is the
foundation on which all meaningful relationships are based.
It is the pivot on which stability, security, and love revolves.
(3 marks)

2) In order to survive modern competition, business organizations have
continually had to refocus their objectives. Thisdynamic rate of
change has led to increase demand for newskills, better training
and wider range of vocational studies.

(3 marks)

Summarize the following Passage of about one — third of the original
length (14 marks)

The British introduced plantation agriculture during the 19" century.
After 1830, coffee, tea rubber and coconut estates sprang up all over the
island. The government discouraged subsistence  agriculture. Large number
of pheasants gave up paddy cultivation. Some of them migrated to the towns.
Some worked on the estates. Agriculture declined. As a result, Sir Lanka
began to import rice from abroad. However, tea, rubber and coconut fetched
high prices in the world market. The earnings helped to pay for the food
imports. Therefore the economy was stable.Later other countries developed
tea and rubber estates. As a result, tea and rubber prices fell. At the same-
time the growth of population continued. These affected the economy ad-
versely. SriLanka’s foreign assests declined and the cost of living rose :
steeply. 2 ' (120 words)

Part D — writing
1) Write out 2 personal noted for the following situations.

1) A friend of yours who has sat the A/L’ S has sent you a set of noted:

and past question papers that are very useful to you.
(5 marks)

2) Your friend Ravi, is absent from school today. You want to  inform
him that a revision class had been arranged for chemistry he next
day. Ask him to be present tomorrow. (Smarks)

2) In an inter school debating competition you are going to propose
that “Including English as a subject in G.C.E. (A/L) examination is a
blessing for future achievements”

On what points you are going to support your view?
(You should present at least 3 points using about 150 words)
(15 marks)
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A.1. Dialogue

General English
Part (1D

You are at the Katunayake International Airport awaiting the arrival of your
friend from England by Singapore Airlines No.302. You wish to inquire the
public relation officer(P.R.O) to check on the flight and the following con
versation takes place. the part of your conversation.....

a) I’'m affraid there is little delay.

b) Just a minute, I’ll check up oh yes. She’s son board.
¢) Good bye

d) Yes, please

e) At 20,30 hrs

f) About an hour

You :- Excuse me. Is Singapore Airlines No 302 from London due
here today?

PRIO mie o s e TR e e

You :- when is it due ?

BRGE .. i i k., et

You :- Isiton time?

PRIO = Siolh oo e o S i

You :- How long is the delay?

PRUG = il - e P B . i

You :- Canyou please tell me if Mr.Raj Shujith is on board the plane?

PR.O - o b L e s s e

You :- Thank you. Good Bye.

PRO - Gl .. o gt g e

B.2. Choosing suitable words from the given list. fill in the blanks.

Orphan, mourners, advertisement, decade, autobiography, native, academic,
foreign, biography :
a) Universities provide for ...........cccosmsiennnncace. and professional courses.
b) A period of ten years is @ .......c.cceceersuennee
¢) The life history of a person written by himself is an.....................
d) A child who has lost his parents iS On .........ccccveveeencerecnnnenn.
e) Good Wine needsno........c ot ia

f) Peoplesprefeps - ... s Goods to local ones.

o) People at a Funerals are................... :

hYEnghslfis not .. 8. 5. .. language of Srilanka.
C.3. Vocabulary

Circle the meaning of the underlined phrases
1. “It’s better we not tell our story”
“I think its quite dangerous to tell it out”
a) cause confusion b) cause public alarm  ¢) cause a riot
2. “If we sign this treaty we take the responsibility to settle down the refu
gees ‘problems’ .
“How can we create an awareness of this” :
a) promote dislike towards the problem  b) promote attention towards
the problems ¢) Create problems and criticisms.

. “This is our last straw”
“What do you mean?” ; ;
“We are warned by the Principal not to abuse our privileges or we will
be dismissed from school.

a) allowances

(9%

b) opportunities ¢). facilities
4. “Definitely you can”
“Try and sew it”
“Sorry I'm not an expert in tailoring. =
a) experienced person __b)specialized person
c) A home science teacher 3
5. “what is the basic issue of this ethnic war
“Nobody knows but everyday is waiting for peace! 3
a) main idea b) main problem ¢) main result

6. “How are they bound together after their quarrel?”
“It’s unbelie vable”
“They hated each other were’nt thay?”
a) come to an agreement
¢) married so soon.

b) joined hands

7. “We were so worried about the embarrassment we faced in front of my
parents.
“Sure it was”
a) insult b) discomfort c) disrespect
8. “The reactions of the leaders are encountered by the people”
“Be prepared for the consequences
a) faced b) welcomed
“It was a good willmisson made by the Pope
“Remember it”
a) appreciation

¢) ignored

a2

b) reluctances ¢) contribution
10.“Banning a product from the market must be expressed with reasons”
a) promoting 2) prohibiting c) destroying

4 Reading Comprehension
Read the following passage carefully before attempting any questions.
Censorship Considered

Do you feel short changed or mildly insulted by the fact that some movies do
not escape the scissors of our local censorship board? The discontinuity in
the characters lines and plot action often presents itself as a stark reminder
to the audience that the film is one which has been tampered with before its
is beyond one’s veiwing opponents of censorship often claim that the issue
at hand is beyond one’s veiwing pleasure. They feel that censorship limits a
person’s freedom of choice. A closer examination of censorship, however,will
throw into relief the practical wisdom that underlies this common but cru
cial practice in the regulation of social tolerance and mora]ig'.
Censorship is the supervision and control of information and ideas that are
circulated among thepeople within a society. The ideology supporting cen
sorship dates back to ancient times. Every society had customs ,taboos or

[5LDG] FRBNE - SrhisL Spewi

B.QLIT. 5.2 WITHT UTLmFbHTar DTSN alambsmer - 2006

laws by which speech, play,dress,religious observance and sexual expression were
regulated. In modern times, censorship may be generally defined the examin ation of books,
periodicals, plays, firms, television and radio programmes, news reports, and other
communication media for the purpose of altering orsuppresing parts thought to the
objectionable or offensive. objectionable material includes those that are considered
seditions ortreasonable, immoral or obscene, heretical or blasphemous, or injurious
to national security. The rationally for censorship is that is necessary for the protec-
tion of three basic social institutions-the family the church or religious body and the
state. In other words, censorship takes into account the larger social context in which
an individual lives. , :

Censorship was firmly established even in the most advanced democratic
societies until the middle of the twentieth century. A revolutionary change in
social attitudes and societal controls weakened the strength and existence of
censorship in many democratic countries. However,all froms of censorship
have not been universally elimtnated. For example, many people today still .
object to the ‘new permissiveness’ in the arts and mass media. They under
stand that the circulation of potentially offensive and indiscreet material corrupts all
sense of decency and civility, debases public taste and even undermines civilization.
In non- democratic societies, censorship is a dominant and all - pervasive force, felt on all
levels one’s public and private life. Hardly any act, expression or relation ship is
exempted from official surveillance and accountability. In this case, it is €asier for
one to see how censorship might be a bane to human rights.

In the Singaporean context, one might suggest that the practice of censor
ship is a double-edged sword that functions to both liberate and suppress.
Singapore’s Multi - national multi-racial and multi-religious culture has evolved har-
moniously over the years precisely because censorship is the benchmark that up-
holds no single race or religon as the established order or ideology . Mutual toler ance
becomes a necessity of life if a person wishes to maintain his autonomy without
being infringed upon by others. In retrospect, censorship is an indispensable tool
that has served our nation well. It has allowed us to boast of our unique constitution
as one which is free from bloody religious and racial conflicts that have plague so
many countries in the world today.

The local censorship board is an agent which draws the political, social and moral
boundaries in Singapore. In general, when publishers, authors or broad casters are
judges to have trespassed these boundaries, they are fined or
imprisoned. IN some cases, tjere publications are confiscated or prohibited. Their

medium of communication may also be closed to prevent recurrences. The
general consensus is that these transgressions jeopradize the nation’s security, and
are a threat to the peace and moral standards of the community.

How ever, not all restrictions are dictated from above. In some cases as in the

cinemas, some of the responsibilities were re- directedto the individual when
Singapore implemented a system of film classification. The different ratings
given to films actually demand a form of self- censorship by the individual. It also
prepares the audience on what to expect in a film. Films under the ‘U’ or universal
category are deemed suitable for veiwing by everyone,including
children. On the other hand , films under the R(A) or resricted/ artistic category
usually have adult themes and scenes of violence. The latter category seeks
to protect teenagers and children form materials that are morally ambiguous
or sexually exptlicit. The success of this form of censorship, How ever , really lies in

—the people’s willingness to comply with the censership board’s lesser intervention by

exercising discretion in their choice of films.

Answer the following question. You are recommened to answer them
in the order set. Mistakes in punctuation, spelling and grammar may be
penalized in any part of the papers.

From paragraph 1
1.(a) What happens when a film is censored?
(b) What is the opponents” argument against censorship?
From paragraph 2
2. (a) Explain the function of censbrship in our modern times.
(b) What does censorship protect?
From paragraph 3
3. (a) Why did censorship weaken in the middle of the twentieth century?
(b) What is the ‘new permissiveness’ in the arts and mass media?

(c) Explain Why censorship might be the bane to human right
in non- democratic societies.’

From paragraph 4
4. Give the opposite meaning of ‘mitigate’
From paragraph 5

5. a) How dose censorship help maintain Singapore’s status as a multi - na
tional, multi - racial and multi - religious country?

b) How can we tell that censorship has served the nation well
From paragraph 6

6. a) Whatusually happens to publishers, authors or broadcasters when they
trespass the censorship laws in Singapore?
b) What is the general consensus on such transgressions?

From paragraph 7
6. a) What do ‘R(A)’ films contain?

b) How may a person exercise self - censorship? You must answer in
your own words. ,

From the whole passage:

8. Choose Five of the following words or phrases. For each of them give
one word or short phrase (of not more than seven words) which has
same meaning that the word or phrase has in the passage.

1. taboos 5. bane

2. seditions 6. explicitly

3. revolutionary 7. indispensable
4. all - pervasive 8. jeopardize

9. Write a summary of modern censorship its functions. USE ONLY THE
MATERIAL FROM PARAGRAPH 1 to 6. Your summary, which must
be in continuous writing(not note from), must not be langer than 160 words,
including the 12 words given below. Begin your summary as follows.Censorship,
though considered by some to be limiting, has mush practical wisdom...

PN. Shutharson Spl.Trd.Eng, Dip - in Eng, DETE
J/ Canagartnam M.M.V
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