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FLITHIST, G.
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- FswLprear, &.
&Blisnns sauanpL. SUlpwamy — 1924

Sagsnar C58s saumdiss, SpioD.
EENEMD CRIVAIT BBAUBLLIT.

Faus, . &
&FNimo wonendlus - 1954
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&EBNEMD Comp b B lonaridlus - 1905

He will be said to flourish in domestic virtue
who aids the forsaken, the poor, and the dead. 42
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The chief (duty of the householder) is to preserve the
his guests, his relations, and himself 43
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Those who attain Paramukti fall into two
classes:- (a) those whose Prarabtham is exhausted
at the same time as ilberation from Anava;
(b) those whose Prarabtham is not exhausted
at the time of liberation. In the former case,
as the Prarabtham has been exhausted, the
body perishes immediately and the Soul gets
freed from the three malams simultaneously.
In the case of the second class of souls,
Prarabtham remains and the body remains
and the Anava and Karma both remain. As
they get liberation from Anava, while the
body yet lives, they are called Jeevamuktas.
The Prarabtham that is left would have a
tendency to produce its effect on the Soul,
but as there is no Anava to start a desire for
action, it cannot succeed in inducing the Soul
to react. It therefore tries to utilize for action
the habits the soul has formed immediately
before it attained Paramukti. This is the habit
\of regarding oneself as different from God.

A note on Paramukti

=

S. Shivapadasundaram, B.A

This idea, he easily checks, by thd
contemplation of the Panchadchara and he
is thus altogether free from Vasanamalam|
He can therefore never be assailed by
Parabtha. This habit is calied Vasanamalam|
Itis compared to a potter’s wheel which moves
for sometime after the potter has stopped
moving it. Just as this free motion of the
wheel cannot do any work in the absence of
the pot, so Prarabtham can have no effect
on the Jeevamukta as he is free from Anava
But there are reckless dolts who regard giving
vent to sexual desire as a case of
Vasanamalam. The Soul gave up its illicit
sex relation long before the Soul obtained
ths Samayadeckshai and became a Saivite.
This is million of births away from the true
Vasanamalam. It is also note worthy that the
Pramuktars have infinite love for other beings
and take the utmost care when they gathei
flowers for Shiva Poojai. They Pick them; bu
never pluck them as that would hurt the trees
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The marriage-state is truly called virtue. The other
state is also good, if others do not reproach it. 49
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L\\Kathirgamam Theivanai Amman Temple

Services and Administration

The centre stage of the Annual Kathirgamam
festival at Theivanai Amman Temple on the festival’s
with the temple’s colourful flag-hoisting ceremony
on 08.07.2000. Recent improvements to the temple’s
infrastructure, services and administration also have
been drawing favourble notice from the public alike.

Historically Theivanai Amman and her traditions
hail from North India where they are associated
with Hindu monks of the Dasanami Order founded
by Athi Sankaracharya in the Eighth Century
A.D. Myth and History combine to explain how
Lady Devasena came from North India to
Kathirgamam with a retinue of saintly servants.

Centuries ago, it is believed, the Kathirgamam
God'’s senior spouse prompted Kalyana Giri Swami
to leave North India and come South to locate her
wayward husband and bring him home.

The sage is said to have found Lord Skanda at
Kathirgamam, he never returned to North India
but remained and founded. Theivanai Amman
Temple since that time, all three deities are believed
to be happily settled at Kathirgamam.

Kalyana Giri Swami thus became the founding
abbot or mathadhipati of Kathirgamam Thevanai
Amman Temple. Since that time the sampradaya
of North Indian mathadhipatis has administered the
Madam and associated temples.

Since the departure of the former mathadhipati
Dattarama Giri Swami, shortcomings in the temple
administration began to emerge. Recently, however,
the Kanchi Sankaracharya personally appointed
two qualified North Indian Dasanami sannyasis,
Pumanand Giri Swami (47) as Trustee and
Mathadhipati and Swami Vigyananand Ashram
(36) as Deputy Abbot, to continue the Dasanami
succession of administrators. The resonant voice

Mrs. Ramya Thineswaran

of the gifted and vigorous new mathadhipati now
fills the kovils and madam once again to the delight
of Tamil and Sinhala devotees, despite the fact that
he is conversant in Hindi, Sanskrit and English only.

Among recent changes to the infrastructure of
the institution, notable are the complete renovation
and refitting of the madam with a sturdy new roof,
ceiling fans and sanitary floor tiles. Annadanam is
served in the traditional fashion of Jaffna Tamils
with devotees seated on the floor taking meals from
plantain leaves, but with the added feature of
stainless steel serving carts.

Annadanam is also served to devotees daily and
to the public every Friday outside the festival season.

Not only Tamil Hindus alone but devotees of
all communities, rich and poor alike, come in droves
to avail themselves of the Madam’s excellent (and
free) vegetarian meals, including wealthy urban
devotees, Pada Yatra pilgrims, poor mothers with
children, swamis, sadhus and fakirs.

Over the centuries, many great souls like Kriya
Babaji and Palkudi Bawa have been associated
with the sacred setting of Thevanai Amman Temple.
Devotees of Kriya Babaji will soon consecrate a
shrine built upon the site where the Master Siddha
sat in meditation under a great banyan tree many
centuries ago as directed by his guru Bhogar Nada
Siddhar.

The flag-hoisting ceremony at Kathirgamam
Thevanai Amman Temple takes place on the seventh
day of the Kathirgamam festival i.e. July 8. On the
same day a flag-hoisting ceremony also takes place
at the Ishwara (Siva) Temple and a new pandal is
built in front of the Kathirgamam Maha Devalayam,
signifying that the Esala festival is now in full swing.

One who is prepared to abandon that which he desires very
much and accept that which he dislikes the most for the sake
of God is a true devotee of God.
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