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I am happy indeed to inaugurate the 2™ World Hindu Conference,
which addresses the interests and concerns of the World Hindu

Community, including that of Sri Lanka.

I am even more pleased that Sri Lanka is able to host the second
World Hindu Conference for we consider Hinduism also as part of our
great cultural heritage, as much as Buddhism. We have inherited both

these religious traditions from the Indian sub continent.

As we know, the Asian mainland was the cradle of ancient
civilizations. Hinduism and Buddhism along with Islam constituted the

three main religions bequeathed to the entire mankind by Asia.

During the course of her long history one could see how Sri Lanka
was inspired by the main religions to become a tnily multi — cultural
society. Buddhism and Hinduism have co — existed throughout the past
millennia. Over a period of time, our people had learnt to maintain the
core values unique to each religion while following shared values

common to both religions. This, I must say is the basis for co —existence

and national integration.

& ¢ SISy o@BOE Emdnes
. @edesa seagrwa Gsnealss GUwos
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka



On account of their co- existence there has been a considerable
degree of assimilation and synthesis. The concept of the four guardian
gods is an important component in Sri Lankan Buddhism. Two of them,
Skanda and Vishnu, are Hindu gods. In the paintings at the Mahiyangana
Temple one of the hallowed shrines of ancient Buddhism there are
images of Siva and Vishnu and these paintings are datable to the 11*
century. The Temple of Kataragama is a point of convergence for
Buddhists and Hindus. In this context, I would like to emphasize that our
shared heritage based on co —existence and close interaction could be a

source of inspiration for national integration. -

Besides, Hinduism and its unique cultural traditions have blended
with the local culture to have a deep impact on the Sri Lankan social

fabric, its literature, art and religious practices.

~ In Hinduism there has been a recognition, from ancient times, of
the reality of the phenomenon of diversity in matters pertaining to
religious belief and practice. The Bhagavad gita, one of the major Hindu
religious texts is particularly significant as providing iegitimacy for
divergent forms of thought and religious practices. ~ The Hindu
experience; in this respect has a contemporary relevance when there is a
persistent effort for finding avenues for holding together societies that are
losing their homogeneity oﬂ account of rapid changes in consequence of

globalization.



In this context, the keynote address at this Conference on
“ Hinduism and Universal peace” by justice Mohan of India is most
appropriate for the occasion. The recognition of the reality of diversity
and the principle of co-existence is an essential requisite for sustainable

peace.

Ancient Kings of Sri Lanka, many of whom had Brahmin
purohitas at the Royal Court had a clear vision of the complementary
nature of Buddhism and Hinduism in social formation and the
development of institutions. They had exercised a custodial function in
relation to Hinduism too. Up to the end Kotte period, we have heard of
“ Shadbasha Parameshwara”, the scholar monks in our temples, who were
versed in many languages. kTamil was one of the languages that were
studied in these pirivenas. We consider the Tamil language not only as a
means of communication, but also as a depository of knowledge. At this
point I would like to say that the Buddha Sasana Commission appointed
‘ by Prime Minister S W R D Bandaranaike in its report submitted to the
Government, almost fifty years ago recommended that Hinduism also
should be supported by the State. The spirit of the recommendations has
been accepted and implemented by successive Governments during the

post — independence era.

It is a legacy inherited by us and I strongly believe that it should be
cherished and protected. In a multi — cultural society, the nation
embraces all ethnic groups, we call them nations with their own cultural
identities and e}ijoy the right to political expression within a state which
recognizes and gives expression to the collective idea of nation. Let us

all strive towards achieving this lofty dream of our people.

I understand that the 2™ World Hindu Conference was convened to
revive and propagate Hindu religious values. In my view the principles
of Hinduism are aimed at fostering mutual understanding and upholding
human rights. It is my fervent hope that the proceedings of the
Conference would lead to propagéting such values and foster religious

and racial harmony amongst all communities in Sri Lanka.



“We must Uphold the Concept of a Negotiated Settlement”

REPRODUCED BELOW IS THE INAUGURAL
ADDRESSBY HON. PRIME MINISTER MR.
RANIL WICKREMASINGHE AT THE 2"
WORLD HINDU CONFERENCE

I take great pleasure in inaugurating the 2™ World Hindu Conference. A Conference of
similar nature took place in Sri Lanka when J.R. Jayawardane was the President. It was organized
by the then Minister and my friend Mr. Rajadurai. The Minister for Hindu Affairs Hon. Maheswaran
and his Ministry Secretary and Ministry officials have taken great pain to organize this Conference
and to ensure its success. I want to thank you much for having organized this Conference and also
convey our thanks to the Secretary and the other members of the Ministry. Within a year Hon.
Minister has been able to organize this Conference.

After all, Hinduism is the oldest religion that is practiced in Sri Lanka. It has been practiced
in this Island as long as it was practiced in India. We all know that Lord Rama on his way back after
victory established the great shrine at Munneswaram. A similar place of worship was also established
to his brother Ravana, Vipushana, in Kelaniya and is worshiped even today. Hinduism has played
a great role in shaping the culture and history of our nation for the civilization of this island not only
the time immemorial, not only the time of the dry zones Kingdoms, the Rajarata Kingdoms but
later on and what is forgotten is the input, of immigrants into Sri Lanka both to the North and to the
South and who served the kingdom of Kotte, which I think also accounts why the great shrine for
Pathini, Godess Pathini is there. So these are the connections that are there between Hinduism and
the civilization of our country. Both Hinduism and Buddhism accept pluralism and have existed
side by side in the country. This establishes the universality of the divine sole. It accepts that various
paths were valid to attain spiritual progress. It is this which made co-existence possible in the old
days between Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism.

The old city of Kanchchipura which was also a center for Theravada Buddhism, many
Schools of Hinduism and Jainism were linked together. This co- ex1stence was therefore, most part
of the time though unfortunately chronicles are written only about warrlors and the short period
when there were war but there was always co-existence that was seen in the time of King Ellala and
of many other kings who ruled the Anuradhapura Klngdom This was C()nfmed not only to South
Asia but even into South East Asia. Today you find Hinduism has spread outside South Asia, to
Africa, to Europe, to America, to Canada, United States, to the Caribbean Islands, South America,
to Australia and the Pacific Islands . It is today universal in that sense. Therefore, I like to recommend
to this Conference to look at a structured way in which regularly the Hindus through out the
world could gather on Conferences which could be held alternately in the kingdom of Nepal,
in India in Sri Lanka, to discuss matters of spiritual concern, relationships and its co-existence with
other religions and its application to the 21* century.

The theme of this Conference is Dharma and the Quest for Peace. Ithink itis very very relevant
to those who are in Sri Lanka, who are in Nepal and to many other parts of the world. We meet here at
a time when we in Sri Lanka are trying to bring to an end to conflict and bring peace to our country. Idon’t
want to deal with it in length, that is not my intention here except to say that if the Pandava brothers were
given 5 villages the great war Mahabaratha may not have taken place. It may have been the faith that it
didn’t happen so. There may be a comparison here in Sri Lanka but what we have to look at it is how we

- bring this to an end. The great battle Gurushestra lasted only 18 days and conclusive, but the conflict here
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has gone for 20 years, but is inconclusive and have destroyed everyone of us. Today we have embarked
on a peace process which is difficult but nevertheless it has traveled down the road. We are meeting at a
time when you come to what we call a difficult path. But the peace process cannot be easy it would have
been easy long ago. I am heartened by the fact that we are, all parties, have made a commitment not to re-
engage in violence and all, political parties whatever the internal differences, uphold the concept of a
negotiated settlement acceptable to all communities in Sri Lanka.

We should be able to renounce violence and that was the message that Mahatma Gandhi
gave to the world from India. The message on non-violence was the message of the Mahatma. That
message on non-violence could be carried out because it was against the British, that it was done
because he was a Mahatma and because he based it on a doctrine mainly the Hindu philosophy. The
Geetha was his favourite scriptures, but he also read the Bible, other Buddhist works, Islamic
works, scriptures as well as other writings and the scriptures of Hinduism. All this was based on the
universal message on non-violence but today, we have seen it being practiced in other country.
Nelson Mandela has proved that Gandi’s message is correct. He was after all, not fighting against
the British. He was fighting against the South African white State who was threatened by the Message.
He was not a Mahatma. But he followed in the same way and the African National Congress which
had taken up arms and it was fighting to take up to arms which fought a battle, finally was able to
renounce violence and show to the world a modern state. So all of us here, not one party, must
prepare to renounce violence and accept that it is possible by renouncing violence, to go ahead.
When we renounce violence and change our minds and to have that final long lasting peace. This is
easier said than done. It can’t be done that easily. I think it is most appropriate, that this Conference
which has the theme Dharma and Quest for peace, brings to bear on its deliberations how do you
renounce violence.

I wish this Conference all success.

Qevminsd HLOD 261L_SH6NUIEOTENT  GevTsluigdlesn
ell(h& UPHRIGLD MEULIBISHE6D LOTERILIG,
DIMLDF&FIT
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@bgH Fow NeUST] DIVIGUCVH6IT DIENLOF &

Db 615 HF FoDL 2 sl Tsorvaserr
02. Hb.ChreupBemouyedi HoUTLOBTSHEN (FLL SHBHJewi)
senevauT, Gaflw GaFili] eumis

03. SHm.CunsiienibsHieny eusvellgd (Cgg.L1)
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SIBHIGTEUGOT, 1f LOULFTUS 60D

04. Fm.Feenipieny Heormeor (Gg.L7)
RuIB@&BT, 65601 GBI [HBICUCIHIG6IT
o FHeldh HMeveUT, DBV evmiend @b  LOTLOGIBLD

05. Am.cmeusHHedmisD  Feuyregm
Quis@bT, Feur Gmigmi SLbLI6

06. &\m.2.1f.gbuLb g6
wrem e @bsH Fow eleusTy DMEFSTEr Qenemiiis OFwsomernit

07. Hm.&.ujwedmsd (R.H.65. 1)
GevdaF GFuwieomenr,
QbH Fowl eUBTT DEVIEUVHET DIEMLDF&H

08. g FrHE [HT6YHH]F 60
LIGRLILIT6YTIT,
BbHl FOUI HEOTFT] DIGVIGUCVSHEIT  55eN6mTEHENLD.

GuomLy Femu 2002.10.06b HeHulelmhs Bunksd OHTLRISWETNS.  @bHII UswUT B
PAwSSHed (paeufluyld CHTeneoBud] HevdHHIPLD  SOIHLOTH):

SN FTeNTT,

@bsILl - LeHLT G [H&wi, OBT.@60. 2554804, 2552641, 2552643
@B FoW eNeUBT] DIGICUSOBET DISHIDFS, QBT BEsd 2554805, 2552825

248 1/1, &mel eid), WetenehFev  param @hinduministry.lk
GasTpbLj04 santhy @hinduministry.lk

@ememisHHemd www.hinduministry.lk]
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