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Tamils, mostly devout Hindus arriving in Canada. After much search,
a land was bought for $158,000 in 1983.” !
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Sri Lanka comes to D. D. O.

4,000 adherents of Saiva Hinduism celebrate
annual festival at temple

ERIC SIBLIN
The Gazette, Montreal

The helicopter swooped low, showering rose petals onto a chariot
that was transporting the Hindu deity.

Bright saris fluttered in the chopper wind, children shrieked with
delight and devotees clasped their hands in prayer .

Dancer in the grip of ecstasy raised peacock feathers to the sky.
Barechested supplicants rolled their bodies on the ground where
coconuts had been crushed, Drummers kept trance-time for horn
players occupied with frenetic melodies.

Blink and you were in wonderous Sri Lanka not West Island Dol-
lar des Ormeaux (D.D.O.) where adherents of Saiva Hinduism
celebrated an annual festival at their temple yesterday.

“Our goal is to become one with the Supreme Being” said Lukshmi
Perampalamoorthy, a 17 year old student from Pierrefonds who
was wearing a purple sari for the occasion. “Itis devotion to god,
The Supreme Being, to show my love for him”.

About 4000 people, mostly Tamils with Sri Lankan roots, gath-
ered at the Tiru Murugan Temple as a statue of the deity Lord
Muruga was brought outside and placed in a chariot, The vehicle,
resembling a gazebo on wheels., was then hauled around the tem-
ple by a few dozed men using a rope.

As the chariot proceeded it was trailed by a barefoot crowd that
chanted Hindu prayers, burned camphor incense, rattled tambou-
rines and daubed white holy ashes (cow dung) on their foreheads.

By the time the deity reached the back of modest brick temple,
Ceylonese treats, bananas, watermelon and plums were being passed
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around and a carnivalesque atmosphere took over.

The helicopter, used for the first time this year, brought the festivities
to high point with a modern method of fulfilling an ancient ritual:
dropping red rose petals on the chariot bearing the statue of Lord
Murugan.

Yet the celebratory mood was offset by some painful displays of
ascetic purification, The kavady dancers with peacock feathers were
carrying wooden arches that pierced their backs with metal hooks,
Shirtless men followed the procession at ground-level by rolling their
bodies every inch of the way.

And the most conspicuous act of self —flagellation involved a man
suspended above'a 4X4 vehicle with metal cables digging into his
flesh. The man was hanging-swimming in midair, actually-from what
looked like a diving-board fastened to the roof of the vehicle. He did
not appear unhappy, and was rhythmically waving a pink handker-
chief at the end of a stick while Tamil freedom-fighter songs blared
from the sound system.

“He really believes in it.” Said one bystander.
“He doesn’t feel the pain.”

Even an energetic onslaught against coconuts-in which men smashed
large numbers of the fruit against a stone, sending shards flying and
spraying the milk into the crowd- was described as a puring activity.
“We become sweet and pure as the coconut water, * explained Ravi
Suntharamoorthy, .vice president of the Saiva Mission of Quebec,
which runs the temple

The annual festival, which began on August 13, 1999 lasts for 12
days, during which time abstention from meat, alcohol and smoking
is required of worshippers. Among the events is the Festival of the
Sacred Dip. Planned for today, in which the deity is placed in the
middle of a pond, bathed and submerged three times.

“We don’t want to let this die,” said Sunthaaramoorthy, “even though
we're in North America.”
- August 22, 1999



all. &[hg6u6TTLD 117

Denesilemesoriiy - 2

goww wrmw FrolwrCy!

¢mBuwn@,

o _mEsN oW HI%HSH
stevrement Lo Geassor (HLomilsi
o _RBIG6T FLOWS 6D SWeDVEUT
Cunmm Gerusso (HLb!

ST S| FLOWHEDS  6T60T

SmHp  Gousw HLi?

 pwey Qadis
st sowHensl uPurdiser!
ThHE SLOWSS6U(Th & (SHLD
Emig @empwndisei!

FLOWLD  6TEOTLIG)

LIS I (LS SHSeD6NG

Q851593 9HHO1HGD OL(HLD

2 _6fil

DN -

FLoYeDaT SbHMIOMHGD Q[ cuLf!

HL_si 66T M), gmBuwni,

suflgsMsv Lisv!

st eufBEHd LoSH(H S S
povoufl s @B eMfs Gen!



118 seiLnellh emseu glowid

FLOWIKIG 6T

ICpTOL_merm Guordw &meid
Olouwdil 6(prb 1L gy !
Sigenerd Qsmibs -
QREPOWTST ) sG] Srvid
BLols Canph sial L !

ET

SHBA FLWSSD Qb5 S

2 msar Cuifledmb s LNbs ).
DheBTTED,

DIFled o_mEEHEHG BLOIGHENE
Bmessiemne staiugid Qsfhs !

Blsvevrs  Hysoors &TGCGW
Couml FLOWS HId@ LoDl si.
sniBwrgnseyds CaMsdtigei!

LNV

G o HH6T FHHEHID!

OIS SIS OIS STayLd
GUETCEREEY E 3 Y

Qg msogmIa sir

o _mE6T LemsiedenwsiL (B
Coumi- m GLssoramid @
siGUT(p &1 sreult Curd)Biesi?

SM6ULOTL Le 56T
T Qsorsormmsy
o MmN LoemaTalsnw  Binis 6l

LAY Il B\ L1l s |



6. &[bS6UTILD

119

BEIOTE b S updu QT
M @0 Mw wend eugn gy,
DisoeveuT?

ks sowHmSH UDH

BT ADWTSLILGLIT6D

Sigenar e tefgern!

ks swwd saTm Goug aieDS
Qe 1efigei!

Qe Lenss sngih Bhiser sfunss
sOmI0 Lé&eisoenev!

o_cwoiemLo FLolld el

LoHmeuT HLAINS e &

@Ood  umiudlsoensv!

ST G| SLOWLD 6(h LSV LpLD.
SiPlwmenLownsy —

WL EUU@LD (psTemers updld
QUAEIUED umsmevls LpBluLd
sUOOUEL Quréenell updud
wendlé Qanesig maHdise!

[BITET  &6M6TemW
o _ewiL Fsmeuilied

Bovndls Qanssong (méSCper!

Cunmigs, sugnisei!
BRIGsT CLgSHTevsui!
Loppeut sSHEIHMS,
Sbsemememi
LIS 6 e
wHéss COsfuns urssi!
- ol FBHousLD



8zl s Gurmer Gleuafuiym:serd.
siflFanb 5008 (WsmSWT SGaumldsar
SIfEFEINRT LOTEM6V 50C0TH (psFSUIT Feumidseir

TR 1TSS Plalss

CIBISHET (& (HBTS] H51008rdl WsmSWT SHaumdser
Slmpeps sasser 5008prd WsmSWT Feaumdser
wpdsmen Ogmewr i sailery. afl spseueb

ydlu esa aflamaller  safleri. afl 63[:556)16?}1&)

SEIGDIT Branoafiorene sallei. af. &hseeb

gﬂm@tﬁrm goumdlsetlar imatGLomilseir

vaaflmors Bloaeasar  950C0Td emewT SHeuTdss
gedluflemyp g,rrL/Te'sf%a%

FIDW GUTLHS NS 50CRTH (WpsmSWT SFeumidaser
oFeusdler Glumento






@amoCwr @kl Fwwll Guyenel
auflellevd@een @h HIHD STLMIOTSLI
ugley Geuiwt QupmgI.
ude] @ev: 1201762.

The Hindu Religious Society of Ontario
is a registered Charitable Organization
- with tax relief. Reg. No. 1201762.



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)
	1 (29)
	1 (30)
	1 (31)
	1 (32)
	1 (33)
	1 (34)
	1 (35)
	1 (36)
	1 (37)
	1 (38)
	1 (39)
	1 (40)
	1 (41)
	1 (42)
	1 (43)
	1 (44)
	1 (45)
	1 (46)
	1 (47)
	1 (48)
	1 (49)
	1 (50)
	1 (51)
	1 (52)
	1 (53)
	1 (54)
	1 (55)
	1 (56)
	1 (57)
	1 (58)
	1 (59)
	1 (60)
	1 (61)
	1 (62)
	1 (63)
	1 (64)
	1 (65)
	1 (66)
	1 (67)
	1 (68)
	1 (69)
	1 (70)
	1 (71)
	1 (72)
	1 (73)
	1 (74)
	1 (75)
	1 (76)
	1 (77)
	1 (78)
	1 (79)
	1 (80)
	1 (81)
	1 (82)
	1 (83)
	1 (84)
	1 (85)
	1 (86)
	1 (87)
	1 (88)
	1 (89)
	1 (90)
	1 (91)
	1 (92)
	1 (93)
	1 (94)
	1 (95)
	1 (96)
	1 (97)
	1 (98)
	1 (99)
	1 (100)
	1 (101)
	1 (102)
	1 (103)
	1 (104)
	1 (105)
	1 (106)
	1 (107)
	1 (108)
	1 (109)
	1 (110)
	1 (111)
	1 (112)
	1 (113)
	1 (114)
	1 (115)
	1 (116)
	1 (117)
	1 (118)
	1 (119)
	1 (120)
	1 (121)
	1 (122)
	1 (123)
	1 (124)

